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PREFACE

TO THE SECOND EDITION

Wuoy, a few weeks since, I saw my little book of
South American travels issued from the press, I gup«
posed that my conuection with it had ended. My
publishors now ask for a prefaco to a scoond edition, I
take this occasion to express my thanks for the very
kind manner in which my boyish descriptions of a
boy's teavels Dave been reeeived by the publio and
the press. T eun only wish that my book had boeen
more worthy of the liberal patronage and tho generous
praise which have heen bestowed npon i,

11 b fullowsd iy own tsolinntions, T should linve
given my narrative a tharough revision, and thug have
corrected some of the crudeness of my first literary
effort. To this revision, however, my pnblishers ob-
jocted, on the ground that it would raise the auapicion

of genuineness aa to theso being the travelling obser
(1)
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votions of a lad sovenleen years of ago, nnd hmpait
plso the froslmess of tho nurrative, My book has
tharefore been given to the publio with but slight
elterations from the original draft.

I should have been glad to have made the story of
my travols ymore fruitlnl in woivutitio rosnlts, Tint T had
no instromonts for making accurnte obscrvations, and
bad mot tho epporlunity lo preserve sud transport
many ohjects of natural history for comparison and
verification.  Such observations as I have mado on
topics relating to natural hislory, during my wander
ing on the inhospitable Pampas of South - Ameriea,
if they ure snperficial, I have sought io make them

at least truthful. _
Naroawizn JU, Bisuoe,

Oxycnoove PLANTATION,
Maxrapawsin, N. L



INTRODUCTION.

—r———

In placiag this little volume before the publig,
s fow wordy, regarding tho manner in which the in-
oidonts and material composing it were acquired,
may be of interest to the reader. _

The young gentleman who made the pedestrian
trip, of which this forms the narrative, was a mnative
of Massachusctts, 1 had missod him from his aocus-
tomed place for some time, but' was ignorant of his
contomplatod journcy, ov oven thnt ho had gone
away, until my attention was called to the following
prragenph fn the eolumns of the Boston Daily Ad-
vertiser of Juumary 12, 1856, from its Chilian oorre.

gpendent ;—
“Yanranarmo, Novowmbor £7, 1884,
“There arrived here, a few diys sinee, o young man helong.
ing to Medford, Masg., who has walked scross the Pampas and
Cordilleras, more than & thousand miles, unable to epeak the
language, and with an astonishingly small amount of money.
¢ Somuch for a Yankeo.” ’

My friend was but seventeen years of age when he

entered upon his difficult wndertaking; but by din¢ of
(3)




4 . INTRODUCTION,

persoverance, backed by an enthusiastic love for nature,
he accomplished a tagk that wounld have seemed insur-
mountable to many older and more experienced than
himgelf To wse the language of Dr, Brewer, the able
author of the Odlogy of North America, he was “a
young and' enthusiastic naturalist, whose zeal in the
study of Natural History prompted him, alone, un-
aided, and at tho risk of his life, to exploro tho arid
plains of South America, while yet a mere lad in years
and staturs, though his ebservations there exhibit the
closo and careful study of maturer ycars”

The young traveller started on his journey of np-
wards of twolve thowsnnd wiles, by sen nud Jand, with a
cash capital of forty-five dollurs, and returned home with
fifty; thus proving to thoso who wish to sco tho world
that onorgy, Industry, sud ceconomy nre as potent iy
asgizt them in their efforts as unlimited wealth,

On hig veturn, I requested Lim to furnish me with
an account of his journcy ; this he has been unable .
to do, from press of business, until recently, when he
gave me 4 copy of his journal, which, in a slightly

revised form, is now published,

Epwarp A. SiMUELS.
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A THOUSAND MILES’ WALK.

CITAPTER 1.
PAS4AdE 10 1M NIVER PLATA.

NE ¢old November merning, in compliance with

previous orders, T reported myself ready for duty .
at the shipping oflico of Blessrs, 8. and 1{, Commercial
Streot, Boston, and having receivord, as is customary,
onc month’s wages in advance, prococded with wy
baggage to Battery Wharf, at the foot of which lay the
bark M., destined to bo my futuro home for many
woulin, Al ok one of 1he erow hnd slrendy gono on
board, I had amplo leisure for examining tho vessol, on
board of which I was to reecivo my first lessone in
peactical scamanship, and to endure privations hitherto
happily unknown to me. The Bf. was not prepossess-
ing in appearance, and T confess that her model did
not give a favorablo idea of her sailing qualities:
vessels, like horses, have peenliar external points by
which their virtues may be judged, and their speed
" determined.  As I gazed upon her long, straight sides,
gquare hows, and box-like bull it scemed to me that
her builders must have mistaken her ends; for, certes,

had her spars beer reversed, she wonld have made
(n



12 A THOUSAND MILES WALE.

better progross by sailing stern foremost.  Some know-
ing ones, who lavo since examined this apecimen of
marine architcetnre of twenty years ago, have sustained
my suspicion that the DL Dbelonged to that endnring
floct of cruisers, now scattered over the great deep,
which wero originally Iilt io tho State of Muine, of
which report is mado that « theas vessels are built by
the mile, and sawud off according to the length ordercd
by the buyer.” !

~The mae, who was ocenpled in receiving live stock,
—1, 0, two young pigs,— ovdered me to stow iny things
 for’urd ;™ wn order pumowhat diffloult to comply with,s
a8 tho forecustle was well filled with flirewood, vopes,
Vlocks, awabs, and the varicus other articles used on
shipboard, )

I crawled down the dak passage, and was feeling
sbont to discover tho dimensions of a sailor’s home,
doubting, meanwhile, whether, in reality, thig' narrow
hele could be the abode intended for human beings,
when suddenly a gruft voice enlled (lown to o,
% Come, youngster, bear a hand ] Make yourself live-
Iyl Wo must clean out thig shop lbeloro the erew
come down ; stir yourself, and pass me up the pieces.”
Obeying these peremptory commands, I applied my-
gelf to work, and in an how's time my eompanicn
declared the place “ship-shape, and fis for sailors.” 1
would remark, en passant, that this declaration was
made in the face of the fact that mould and dust cov-
- ered the timbers and boards, and cockroaches filled the
many creviees, ¢ Bui,” said my companion, with a
philosophical afr, “if the place were carpeted, and
lighted with a fine lamp, the fellows would be the
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woro Gissatisficd; the better treated they aro, the
worse they growl” At the time I inwardly dissented
from the truth of this remark ; but subsequent expuri
enocs taught me tho ohl sl was right.

As I hod boen ol serviee in removing all the latmbern

I thonght to repay myvself by seenring a good bunk,
and therelore chosemn upper one. Alter I had given
it a thorough cleuning, and haid carefully stowed away
my mattress and blanket, one of the now crew entercd
the forceastle, and, on noticing iy lubory, wt ouco re-
moved my bLed, and placed his own in its place,
remarking, ub the snme timo, thab it wag o highly in-
polite and Jubbedy action for un understruppor to
“bunk down where be didn’t belong; upper bunks,
were men’s bunks; lower ones, boys.,” Althongh I
pleaded ignorince of the etiquetio ol the forecastle,
and scleeted another rusting-plice, my shipmate con-
tinued his lecture on the rules of the sea, and hinted
at the future “rope’s-endings from the lictlo man af,”

as ho callod thio mate, in slore for mo,

During bis harangue two or three of my old sehool-
fellows camo nbaurd, and, on visitiug my quartors,
remarked upon the poor accomineditions and filthiness
to which I was to be doomed; upon which remark
- the old tar broko out with, “And sc this is 3 younyg
gentleman going 1o sca (or the first thwe ? O, Lol
All night, T’l] be his guardian, and keep an c¢ye nn
him when he’s aloft, and, to start fiir, if my opinion
was asked, I’ say we'd better go up the wharf, and
gplice the matter over a social glass® At this hint, sy
delicately conveyed, we gave the fellow a sum sufficient
to allay his thirat, had it been never so great, and he
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at once took leave of ug, only to return, howover, in a
fow minutes, declaring that he had lost every cent, at
the same time reiterating his offer to become my fiiend
for a consideration,

The noiss of tha tow-boat now called us on deck,
where we found a perfect Babel of confusion, caused
by the throng of porters, boarding-house runners, idlers,
and sailors’ {ticuds, whoe were giving and recciving nd-
vice in quantities to last until the vessel veturned to
hor port, About this thne I wm tvuohod ou the
shoulder by a rough-locking porsonage in a sailor’s
dress, who took me aside, and inquired if T really in-
tonded going to gea. “Deennse,” wuid he, 40 you are,

et mo givo you a bit of ndvice. I'm an old skeld, and
can steer my trick as well as the next one; and as
we've to bo shipmates, and youre young, all yon’ve got
to do is to stick close tv me, and I'll larn yer all the
moves,” After showing so kind an intercst in my
affairs, he hinted, like the other man, that there was
“gtill tima enough to step up to tho house, and eplice
the main hrace” As 1 was ignorant of this point in
peamaoship, I handed him some moncey, that he might
perform it alone, when he disappeared. I saw nothing
more of him for the next half hour; and it was enly
when the veasel was about moving off that he staggered
over the rail, to all appearances well braced; and as he
expressed a desire to handle all on board, from the
“old man” (the captain) “in the cabin to the doctor”
(cook) “in the galley,” I coucluded that his mplicing
had received especial attention, and that his strands
would oot unravel for geveral hours to come. ]
These scenes on board of the M., while getiing
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ander way, were comparatively tame to others that 1
have since witnessed on other vesscle. I have known
men to be carried on board ship by boardiug-house
keepers, who had enticed them into their dens of -
famy, and who bad drogged them so powerfully that
they did not recover their senscs until the vessel had
left the port. Tn this manner, fathers of familics, me-
chanics, tradesiuen, and other persons wholly unfitted
fov a aca life have been carried off; unknown by their
frionds.  Whon full congeionsnoss returnerl to tho un-
happy victims, they sought iho ellicors for an explany-
tion, when I have seen them so beaten and kicked,
that in apprchension for their lives, thoy bowed in
gulbinission to a tyranny worse than that of aslavery
itself. '

After lying for more than twenty-four hours, wind-
bound, in the cuter harbor, all hands wore called before
daylight, and though the mereury stood but a fow de-
grees above the freezing point, the decks wero washed
down ; after which operation the auchor was weighed,
and we set gail out upon the bosom of the broad Atlan-
tic, When we were fairly under way, wo were aet
to work stowing away chaing and ropes, secnring the
water casks upon deck, lashing the anchors upon the
rail ; then a short breathing spell was allowed wus.
- While locking to windward, an old sailor, with whom
I had commenced a friendship, which I was determined
to strengthen, said, “ Iere, boy: do you see that land,
there ? It is the last yon will sce until we drop anchor
in the River Plata” I gazed long upon it. It was
Cape Cod. Its white sand-hills laoked eold and drear,
s the sea beat against their bases, some of which were
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smooth and sloping, others steep and gullied by the
rains. An hour afier this the breeze freshened, the -
light enils were taken in, and tho topsails double-
recfod; and ay the sea van higher, and our little vessel
2vew proportionably nneasy, I began to experience the
uncomfortablo naunsea and dizziness of keasickness,
which, added to the repulsive smcell and closeness of -
the forecastle, completely overéame my fortitnde,
when retiring to my bunk I tried to make myself
comfortable. :

About five o’clock in the afterncon all hands wero
mustered npon the quarter-deck, and the watches
chosen, To my satisfaction I was selected by the
mate, and had the further gratification of finding that
old Manucl, my friend, had also been cliosen for our
watch — a result which evidently delighted Nim as much
a8 mysclf. Ours was the larboard watch, and remained
upon deek,” while the captain’s, or starboard watceh,
went below, The duties of sea lilo hud wow Liirly
commeneed.

The two howrs that followed, from six to eight, wero
passod tu u pleasant conversation with the old Ifrenche
man, Manuel. e informed me that he had his eye
on the moves of the erew, and he concluded that there
was but one sailor on board; it was left to my sagacity
to infer that hie meang himself, '

Two of the crew, who had shipped 28 ordinary sen-
men, were ignorant of the duties for whish they had
eontracted, and each man in the forecastle had shipped
ag an Ameriean-born citizen, with protection puapery
reecived from the Cnstomn IHounse, which legully ns-
serted him as svch. These papors they had obtained
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from their boarding-house masters, who had purchased
them at twenty-five cents each, and Lad retailed them
to their foreign customicrs at seventy-five ecnts apiece.
Ol s American crew, two were Germans, or Dutch-
men (an appellation given by sailors to all persona
from the north of Eurepe), one of unknown parentage,
who could only speak a fow words of English, two
Irishmen, one Xnglishman, anciber who sware point
blank to being a native-born citizen of the States, an
old mariner from Bordeaux, and myself. The law that
makes it the duty of a captain to take with hig erew a
certain proportion of native-born Americans, had surcly
not been complied with here. To one of our erew I
cannat do otherwise thin devoto a few lines,

The «doctor,” or cook, had alresdy introduced him-
self, and informed us in a shart and patriotic specel,
delivered at the galley door, that he would confess
that Lty father was n distinguished Inish barrister, and
that ho himsclf possessed no litile share of noloricty in
the old country. IHc had onece been taken by a cele-
brated duchesy, as slio rode past in her earringe, for a
son of the Marquis of 13, Hiy amusing vanity drew
many expressions of contempt from the tars, who pro-
nounced him to be “am idle Irish thief” which only
served to make him wax more warm in his assumptions
of gentility. Ilo was interrnpted in the midst of a
high-flown harangue Ly the loud squealing of the pigs,
which squealing reminded him that his dutics must
not be neglected for the purpose of edifying a erowd
of ignorant tars.

Qur watch lasted until eight bells, when I went be-
low, but had very lictle appetite for supper—a meal
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consisting of snlt beof; bisouity, and a fluid which the
cook called tea, although, on trial, I was sadly puzzled
to know how it could merit such an appellation.

Of the throe wecks which followed this first expo-
rience of nantical life and its yuiscrics, I can any but
little, as I labored during this period under the exhaust-
ing cffeets of scasickness, which reduced me to such a
degroo of weakuess that 1 oneo fuinted on the fiying
jib-boom, from which position of peril I was resened
and brought in by my friend BManuel. But this dis-
trosning mnlmly wore mwvay, andd ol Inst hossmo plboe
gether s memory of tho past, Despite hard fare s
labor, I not only recovered my lost flesh, bat grow
rugged and hearty, and, moreover, became tolerably
familiar with the dutics of a life af sca. )

I have aslluded to our ecook, and to his incftable con-
ceit, mock sentimentality, and Ilibernian fertility of
invention, '

It was his opinion that the “low-lived fellows™ oo
board enght to feal highly honored Dby the presence i
their midst of at least onv gentleinan — a Litle which ha
continnlly arrognted to himsell, I am sorry to- say,
that as a cook he was not “ a snceess” Ile cared very
little about the quality of the food he served to usj
and its preparation wag uvsunally a subordinate consid-
eration, with him, to the induigence of his master pas.
sion, — the pernsal of highly-colored novely, — to which
ho devoted overy possible moment.

In the hope of improving my wretched diot, I ap.
plied myself’ to the stndy of this man’y character, and,
having soon discovered his assailable point, supplied
bim with some works of fiction more entrancing thag
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any ho had hitherto posscssed. I honght them just
before our leaving home, thinking that pethaps some
such an opportunity might offor for mauking a friend-
ship with some of my messmates. IHis delight at re-
ceiving them was extreme; and I received in exehiange
for my tavors many a dish that added a zest to my
food, which it liad hitherto altegether lacked.

Whenover T wished to bo entertainoed witl somo mar-
vellons account of “life in the highest circles of Great
Britain,” I had only to request from the sympathetio
cook B passngo or two from his ovontful life. Tt was
his constant lanent that e had nevor kept o dislogue
(diary) of Lia trzvels, which, nccording to his account,
must have swrpassed those of most movtals in adven-
ture and interesting incidents.

Of our erew, his countryman, the “boy Jim,” was his
favorlte. 7This Jim was the red-shirted sailor who had
promised to instruct me in all the “moves” of an ex-
perienced salt, before we had left the wharf at Boston.
A very fow days of our voyage, liowever, served to
prove, that :he not only had no o¢lnim to tho title of
“old galt,” but also that ho had never learned to “ateer
a trick at the wheel.” Thke fivst order that ho recvived
from one of the mates was, “ Boy Jim, lay aloft there,
and glush down the foretop-gallant and royal musts!”
Svizing a tar bueket, and pointing aloft, he exclaimed,
“Shure, sir, and which of them sticks is it that ye
mane ¢ thus laying bare his ipnorance of all nautical
matters, and bringing on bhimself the ridicule of tha
whole ship’s erew.

As with head winds we slowly drew near the varie
ehles, or horse latitudes, rainy weather, accompaniod
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by squalls of wind, commenced, and for twenty-one
days and nights we were wet to the skin ; clothes, hed:
ding, all wero saturated from the noffects of a leaky
deck ; and it was a common oceurrence to find, on
awakening from slumber, a respectable stream of water
descending  into the close and erowded forecastle.
When on deck our oil clothes did not protect us, for
from our having worked in them constandly, the oil
conting had worn off: 8o, at the end of a watch, wo
wrung out our under garments, and turned into our
narrow bunks, where we quickly fell agleep, and forgot
onr miseries and troubles, until we were aroused to
them by the graff voice of some sailor of the other
wateh, shouting down tho companion-way, “ Ay —
you — Lar-bowlines— shoy—there; eight-—bells! Lay
up here, bullies, and get your duff’”  Or, perhaps, “Do
*thogo follows dewn thore ovor intond {o roliovo tha
watch!” exclaimed in no pleasant tones by the captain
of the other wateh. . .

The rainy season was succeeded by as delightful
weather as we could have desired. A fair wind eprnog
up a few days before crossing the ling, and with strain-
ing canvag we sped on towards Buenos Ayres. The
days passed plensantly, and our duties became light
and agreeable. Knjoyable as were these tranquil days,
the nights were still lovclier in those latitudes. The
moon secemed to shine with 2n unwontedly pure and
spiritual light, and with a brightness known only to the
clear atmosphere of the tropics.

As we plided along, night after night, under a firma-
ment studded with countless lights, und over a broad
_ expanse roflled with short, dark waves curling crigply
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futo foam, [ could hardly conceive 2 scenc of more
quict beauty, Standing upon the fuccaste deck, a
glorions. vision frequenty met eny gaze: a phospho.
rese.nt ligdst glemned heneath the lrows, and streamed
along the sides and in the vessel’s wake, looking Tike a
train of liguid gemy to the imaginative ohserver, If
we looked aleft o the white eanvas of onr wide-spread
wails, we seemed borne along by some gigantie bird, of
which the sails were the powerlul wings,  the distant
Liovizon, in which were the Sonthern Cross and other
Parger constellations, burning, like Dbeacon lamps, lead-
ing us on to our destined port.

Dlll‘ing these days und nights our atiention wag nca
wufiequently atteacted to the dhwellers in i deep,
which were constantly gporting around s Sclhiools
o f blaek-fish and porpoises continnally erossed onr track ;
And o nimbers of ying-lish olen shot neross our
Liows, sometimes leaving at our mercy a few stragglers
upon the deceks.

Upon sucl nights as T have deseribed, when acting
ag lookout by the windlass bits, old Dlanuel frequently
came to my side, and conversed npon the varions topics
caonuected with his past life, which hiad Leen an event-
firl one. ITe was born in Bordeaux.  ITis mothior dind
w hen lie was an infimt, leaving himn to the care of his
Lzuther, who owned and commanded a small vessel cn.
enped in thie coasting trade,

While very young, Manuel prefevred playing abons
the streets of bis native city, and hiding, with other
boys, among the vines which covered his father’s dwell-
ing, to following any plan of edueation proposed by
hiis father. Under the direction of an nnele, ioweter,
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bo attended school when nine years old, and learned to
read and write during the two succeeding yenrs. 8o
vapid was lis progress, that tho uncle, who was wealthy,
offered to defray hig expenses if he would fit hinself
~ for the university 5 bnt Manue! prefirved following tha
fortunce of his father for a seuson, wnl noecordingly
gailed with him along the consts of Franee andd Spain,
Bub tho voyage was not destined to be o plensant
one, Tho boy wis continually oflewding his father,
who was 2 cold snd unlovable man; and ene after-
noon, while performing cortaln nnties npoen the nain-
topsail-yard-arm, the old gentleman called him down,
and rewarded lis exertions with a lusty application of
the end of the main shcet, which rope’s-cnding was
not to Manucls taste. Ile availed himself of the first
opportunity, descried the vessel, nnd joined a fine ship
sailing to Ilavana. Defore yenching Cubahe had be-
come acquainted with the ropes, and not wishing to
return to his parent nntil time had soothed his ontraged
feelingy, he left the ship, and beeame o destitute wan-.
derer in a forcign Inmle Tle wag at that time twelve
years of age. Being led into bad company, hie joined
o slaver, bonnd for the west const of Alvien. Tho ga.
fota in which he sailed yeached the Lio Congo, and
received on board nine himdred negroes, neurly ail of
whom were landed safely in Cuba.  Ilis wages, as Loy,
amounted to fifty dollars per month; but, though en.
gaged In so profitable an undertaking, his sense of
right caused him to leave his vnprincipled nssociates,
and Lo seck employment clsewhere. Since that time
he bad served beneath the flag of nearly every mari.
$ime nation, and had also fought in the China wars
».

T
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Eor thirteen ymls he had sailed from Boston and New
York, choosing the American republic ay his adoyted
country, for “|”(.], he wag willing, as he declared, to
shed bis Lest Llood, should necessity require.

While conversing with Manucl, one marning heforn
aunrise, I way surprised by hid suddenly jumpine to his
fect and seanning the bovizon. At Jength he exclahned,
“ere i oa gight you may nevor gco again. 1 have
crossed the line wany times in this longitucle, but never
Lieheld that helfore to- day!” At this momeut the mate,
who had been keeping a long leokout, disappeared bo-
Low, retnming in a moment with tho eaptain.  Looking
in the dircstion pointed out by tho ol sailor I dis-
cerned fur away Lo the south-sotith-east, broken water;
and, as the daylight advanced, we were soon able to
Jdistingnish two detached and rngged rocks, rising ont
of the sea, together with many smaller peals rising ont
of the water avound them,  One of these bere a sirik-
ing resemblanee to o sugarloaf.  This group was the
St. Pauls Rocks. When first seen they appeared
darl anid drear; bat, a8 our vessel approached them,

e discaverad that the exerements of myriads of sea-
fowl, with which they were covererl, had madoe them
of o plistening while, presenting nostrango nppewance,
not wholly devoid of the pictnresque.  Here, at no less
n «distance than five hundred and forty miles from the
continent of South America, these peaks, the summits
of mountaiug whose bases are planted in unfathommed
dcpths, arise.

The rocks lie in ]Onﬂ'ltudc twenty-nine degrecs fif
teen minutes west, and arc only fifty-cight miles north
of the equator. The highest peak rises bug fifty feet
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above the gea, and is not more than three guarters of 2
mile in ciroumference.

These isolated roeks have been visited by a few per
sons only, Darwin, the naturalist, made a thorough
imvestigntion into their nutural history.  Among bivdy,
the booby gannet and noddy tern weire found; both
species Leing very tume, depositing their eggs and
rearing thelr young in grest nuwmbers.  Darwin, in his
aceonnt of the tenants of these rocky islets, observes,
“It was nusing to wateh how quickly a Luage and
active araly {Gropsus), which inhabite the ereviees of
the rocks, stole the fish {rom the side of Lhe nest,y as
soon ag we had distwbed the parent birds,  Bir W,
Symonds, one of the Jew persons who have landed
hovay, Tnfomon mo dhat ho sy o eenbe dropgeings
even Lhe young birds out of the nests, and deveuring
them, Not awingle plaat, nor aven dichen, grows on
thig jslets yet it s inhablied by several fnscets anl
spiders.  The following list completes, T believe, the
terrestrial fauna: A dly (Olfersice), living on the
booby, and a tick, which must five como hero ag a
parasite on the birds; a small brown motly belanging
to a genus thot feeds on feathers; a beetle (Quedius),
and a wood-lowse from benesth the dung; and, lastly,
numerous apiders, whieh, I suppose, prey on (hese small
siiendants and scavengers of the water-fowl”

I afterwards met, among the many roving characters
with whom the travellor beecomes aequainted, & person,
who, in his younger days, had heen engaged not only
i privateering, but also in the erative, though inhu-
man, slave traffie. Ile knew of many insiances wlen
alavets and freebooters had been obliged to visit St
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Panl’s from neeessity, not only for the purpnse of seeur
ing the rain-water that is canghit in the envities aml
Aepressions in the rock, but also to proeure a supply (f
the fish which play about the ixlets in large schooly, or,
1 ure properly, perlaps, shoals, or achuies,

Although our vessel was buailt before the ago of
elippery, and consequently made slow progress throngh
the water, 8t. Panls was fhr astern by ten o'clock,
A fiesh breeze sprang up, and, nts it conthmed fair, wo
were wifted wlong smoothiy day alter day towards our
destined port.

AL length the sudden chunges of the atmosphere,
and carelul consultations of tho oflicers, and admnoni-
tions “Lo keep n bright lookonut aheinl,” warned tho
forveanila hunds that wo wero grenringg the i Dlata,
the great Jiver of Silver, whose Droad month wo wero -
goan Lo entery thers W gize upon tho shores of another
continent.

The nights secemed cooler, ancl the beantilul appear-
nnee of the heavens, as the sBuer, with o broader disk,
sank hencath tho weslorn hutizon, particularly sliracted
onr witention.  As ivslowly disappenred, clonds of many
varied hues gathered above it like heavy drapery, as
if to conceal its flight; while otliers, taking the formy
of long ranges of mountaing, with here and there a tall
peak towering up into tho elearer firmament, presented
1 panorania of exquisite bc:lul.y and prandewr. But
all evenings were not of this (description.  Sometimes
the heavens darkened, and for two or thiree hours not

“a breath of air, moved the murky atmos|liere,  Lone,
darle swells cume rolling towoards ns fiom the souths
east, sure indicators of the distsn pampero, the barvk

+
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cane of Ta Plata.  When these swells wero visilile, the
crow b once beemnoe nelive s every light sail wag
snngly fmled, and the topsails double veefed, for our
mptatn was a prodent man, who had sailed long enough
in these latitudes to know tho [earlul devasiation tha
is oRon weensioned by tho poespero. Bolurg var voy-
age terminated wo had an oppertunity to appréei .Lto
this truit in his scamanship,

One alternoon, when within foar or five days’ sail of
tho mouth of the Plata, the sky beemne overcast with
murky slowds, whito the distant thunder and Tightning
in the south-west warned us of the proximity of theo
bhurrienno, @ ARl hands”? wero catled, sud wo lueried
to our stations ; but before everything could be made
snog aloft, a fierco showor of hail deseended, pelting us
meveilosaly 3 and glad enoughe wao were Lo get below, ol
four bells, to supper. The wind inereased, and blew
very hard for an hiour or more, when it beeame calmer;
but still the beavy sea cameo rolling towards us, mak-
ing our stout bark Loss and pitelt about as il old
Neptuno wero irritatod ab her slinggrish ways,  Wo
eongrntnlated otrselves al oue easy eseape from the
pumpero, but we should have remembered tho
old saying, “ Never shout until you aro out of the
wooil.”

As we were Dbolow, discussing various snbjects, wo
wore joined by the cook, wha descended the ladder,
‘requesting he loan of a novel, declaring (hat he was
dying by inches of the “onwy.”  “Get out of this, you
end yonr trash 1! shonted an okl tar: *this is no place
for distingnished characters.”

But the © doctor® did not appear to bo disconcerted
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m the least at this rudo saintation and reference to lia
pretensiony,

“Al, boys!” he exelaimed, with a touch of senti-
mentality, “how can ye be so boistherous?  Ilere wo
ure, cvery lour dhrnwing noarer and nearer to that
mighty river which rans past Buenos Ayres; and does
ol tho thenght of it inspire yo with romantio foclingy f
As for meeself; T ean searce slape at night for the ce-
static thoughits that crowd me brain,  Ye may all.
Fngdy” ho continued, a9 soine of the sailory intermpted
iy with a buisterous bugh, “but it does not alter the
cise b the liste, (or it is thrue,  Teo-uight, when I waa
stinding in the galley, the thought une to e, that
perhaps the boy here,” pointing Lo myself, * would  liko
o few stanzas of poctry for his dindogne (diary), which
be s keeping 3 so | tnomy mind, eomposed a few lines,
which, if he wants, I will recite to him.,

At thig, some of the sailors exelaimed, “ Get out of
*hig, for a dirty sca-cook as you are, and don’t attempt
to spail sensile people.?

L however, suid that T would be pleaged (o receive
ats stanzag, ani, prepaving wy pencil and paper, wrote
down the folloewing lines as he rocited them, topether
with the interpolitions and remarks of thoe eiicra
Buiiking o beatifie attitude, the poet began : —

¢ T eaw licr; yed, I saw her.”
Old Swdt (grullly), <« What if you did? I she saw

you, shie sickencd, I dare swearl?
The Docior (continuing).

* Tripping along so gayly,
With mantilla Auttering in the wind,”
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Oid Salt 2(.{ «8haking in the winds eye, in 8
sguall”

The Doctor,

# Dyes ke a dove’s in mildness,
Or an eagle’s in its wildoess.”

GId Salt 1st,  “Moro liko a hen’s with one chieken.”

Gld Sult 84 “Or a sick rooster with ono tuil-
feather”

The Doctor.

f Siniles they wero sweet,
Lips together did meet.”

Old Salt 1st (dubiounsly). «Lips togcther did meet?
I wonder, mateys, if she wasn’t smacking them after a
glass of pgrog¢”

Zhe Doctor,

s Clamors of war and terrible drums,
Noise of trumpets and the hum of tongues,
Can frighten the timid, but not her; '
Tor brave as a lion, danntless as five,
She's vuled by love, nud nol by ire.”

Ilere some of the sailors pretended to fuint; others
recled off to their bamks, saying. that the doctors
poetry wag " worso than his dufl) and that wasn’t fit Lo
give a measty hogi? while oue old fHow ascended
to the deck, declaving that he “couldn’t sleep afler
hoaring sich Llasted nonsense, unti! he had taken s
et funk emotie”

The doetor would have continuned his poetry, note
withstanding the vidienle of the ¢ low, ignovant fellows,”
28 he called them; but he was intervupted by the voice
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of the mate, calling down to the cook to “doctor the
binnacle Jamp,” when the poet hurried np the soms
panion-way, leaving me to turn in, and dream of

it Lips that together did meet,
Clamors of wars, and terrible druma,”

until the man at the wheel struck eight bells,
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OITATTER 1L
IN T'{IE RIVER PLATA.

T Iength tho day for making preparations for near-
A ing land anived. One fine afternoon the order
wng given to hinve overything veady for entering tho river,
All hands were kept on deck, nud every one manilesiced
an unusunl readiness to work, ‘The Iashings were cut
adrify from the anchorg; the ehain diawn out of tho
locker, and overhauled upon the deck; and the other
matters attended to, which are not to be neplected on
a ship nbont coming to un anchorage.  Townrds night,
the chianging color of the water, which in the deep
scenn is'of a dark blue, but which had now hocomes
of a greenish tinge, told us of the proximity of lund,

At sunrise of the next morning, the ery of, “ Land on
the starboard bow!” awole me from a sound slumber,
TTurrying on deck, I was able to discover u faint stveak
of rad in thae distant horizon, which a sailor declared to
be “the lowm of the land ;” and by cight o’elock the low
shores of the Urnguayun republic wero distinetly visis
vle from our deck, and the monotany of our sea lifis wag
ot an end

As it was necessary to take a pilot on bonrd, we wers
obliged to first male Montevideo, the great seaport of
the Banda Oriental, or Uruguayan republic, which
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conutry, as most of my readers are doubtless aware
was formerly 2 constant bone of contention between
Buenos Ayres amd Brozil, bt is now independent of
both, and according to all accounts promises to become
the greatest producer of wool of the South American
repulilion,

A light brecieo walled s past tho rocky islo of Iflores
to Montevideo, where, about dusk, we dropped anchor
ab n distaneo ol three niiley from tho shore,

White aloft, I had thne to observe that a conical
meuntiain, with smooth sides, and crowned by an old
fort, was eonnceted with the muin Innd by a peninsula,
mn snel a manner that a fine bay was formed, where a
farge fleet of vessels were lying at anchor, The fort
on the mount strowed a Light, four hundrod and seventy-
live feet above the level of the sea. The town lics on
tho opposite side of the bay, to the ecastward of the
mountain, o which fhet it derives its namo,

By thie time the sails were {urled, and several addi-
tional ringes of chnin overhauled, night eame on, and
the anchor watch was get, with orders to eall the mate
' i lightened In the soulh-west, the region of pam-
Peros.

My wateh was from nine to ten: when I was re-
lieved, I went below with o light heart, and “turned
in” to my bunk, with the prospect of unbroken resf.
Tt was pevhaps an hour later that T was awunkened hy
the eonfiised sounds on deck, caused by the “letiling
¢o” the second anchor, and the loud calling down the
companion-way for “all hands on deck.” Ilurrying
1hove, we found Uhat a pampero had struck the vessel;
which was moving through the water at the rate of al



32 * & TOOUSAND MILES' WALL.

{zast four miles an honr before the foree of the hurih
cano.  When the second anchor beemne sty Lioweven
the vessol's course was checked, she swang arowid,
broandside to the wind, and held her ground. T'he
force of the wind striking our backs was so great that
wo were obliged to take sheller beneath the bulwarks
to recover our breath, ' :

The darkness was intense, savo when flaslies of light-
ning iHuminw! ovory hedinnd alongg tho const, nd
threw ot in bold relief the mountain and its castle,
But duty ealled us fron the protection of the bulwarks
to the chain lockers, Vaiuly, however, did the officers
vociforate their commands; wot o word coutd we un-
derstand; but we instinetively laid hold of the chain,
andly guided by flushes ol Tightning, pakl onl many
fathows,  Jlardly had wo accomplished our olject in
giving scope to the cable, when a noise like thunder
nnnouneed that euo of the sails, (o main speaeer, b
beaken ndeifty nodd Toonn fnstont 6 beat snd alubteread
across the quartersdeck.  I'rom side toside it tore, ent-
ting the rigging Lo picces, with tho block at its clew.
ITalf an how’s labor was ineflectual in sceuring tho
gail, though ends of braces were strongly passed aroundd
it; it coutinuully Lreke loose, thmbling npon the deck
all the men who were elinging o i, and we might havo
fabored mneh lopgen, had not Manudl crawled alofy,
mind eut the sail adrift, by coming down the jack-stay,
£nile in hond.

CThe spencer had not been securely fastencd beforo
from between the harness-casks, the mizzen staysail,
which had been earelully furled, seemed endowed with
life, for in an instaut it van up its stay like a Lird, and
was at once torn to shreds.



ETFLECTS OF TNE TIURRICANI. 33

At this point the prospect was fair for a wreck. The
eaptain brought an axe on deck to prepare lor the last
resort. I3ut such a fieres wind fortunntely could not.
last long; its own force must prove exhaustive: it soon
cane only in gusts, aml two hours later it hul greatly
subsided.

The geene now arountd vy clullenged our atiention;
and, until morning, I leanced aeross tho rail, completely
ungrimam] with thoe many eurious phonamena betoro mo

The air was filled with cleotrical flashes, which at
times rendered the tall mount plainly visible, and
brought, cut the spars of the flect in the Dbay in weird.
like prominence against the gloomy background.

The fort on the hoight scemed clothed with flame,
while the short, quicl waves nraund tho vessel gleamed
with phosphorescent light.  Tho pampero had struck the
vessel during the wateh sueceeding mine, and the man
on duty beenmo so frightenal that ho did not eall the
mrado, CLackily, that ollicer dissoyvered the truo stote
of affairs in time to prevent a serions disaster.

The dawn of the (ollowing morning revealed a sight
such as might Le expected after go violeut a Jwrricane.
In ene pait of the harbor were Lwo vessels, whose crews
were hard 1t work in clearing them from the entangle- -
ment of their rigging, which was completely wrecked.

Close by lay two others, with their topmusts gone,
and in the distanea were many othaers in o similar con
dition while from the Lown carme floaling logs, boxes,”
Larrelsy, mul other Juntber in great guantitics, telling of
tlie havoe of the pampero,

The elleet of the wind was even felt to o greater ex-
teat farcher up the river, where some fifteen or twenty

3



a4 A THOUSAND MILES WALE.

smnl!l vessels wore capsized, and many of tho erewa
~ drowned.

A mnew and Dbeautiful English bark, that had left
ber nuchorage for Buenos Ayres thoe night befove, wo
Auw two diys aflerwiards ) bul slio was nothing but n
dismantled hinlk, with only the stoamp of Ler mizzenmast
left: every spar bad been blown away, and one of her
mien killed by a fhlling mast. _

Though the pampero season generally lasts from
March to Septenber, this wind is likely to blow at any
timey and a earefu) coptain will always be prepared
forit. The state of the merenry in his barometer, to-
gether with the appearance of the hicavens in the south-
west, must be covefully watched,  These winds, comning
from the cold summnits of the Andes, sweep first across
an undulating, then a flut country; and, meeting no
obstacle to break theiv foree, do great damage to 1lic set-
tlenients about Buenos Ayres, as well as to the shipping
in the River Plata, and are felt many miles out to gea,

The River Plata, at its entranee, between Cape St.
Mary on the nortn coust, and Ciape St. Antonio on the
south, is one hundred aud seventy miles; and we can
see that the pampero, in traversing this broad channel,
Lias a most unobstructed conrse.

At noon a pilot came abouwrd, bearing a letter from
- the owner’s agent; and at nbout eleven o'clock the fol
lowing night we hove up both anchiors, and, with a fing
breeze, satled up the river.  Thivty-six Lours Tater, we
dropped anchor in the outer roads of Ducuos Ayres
scven or cight miles from the city, whose plasiered
dwellings and lofly cathedral were pluinly secn frow
the decks of our vessel,
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CHAPTER IIL
BUENOS AYRELS.— THE PROVINCE AND CITY.

OR a whole month I was obliged to remain by
_‘E_{ the vessel, awaiting the arrival of the orders
thit were to st me free, During this period, to pre-
pare the vessel for a long stay, the lighier spars were
sent down, the flying jib-boom Bent in, sails unbent,
&e. The tides in the River Plata are governed by
the wind, and bave uo regularity in rising; the cur-
rent of Lhe river Is at the rate of three miles per hour.
Vessels drawing above cleven feet of water remain in
the outer roars, while smaller eraft can approach with-
in twn or three miles of the city; all of these discharge
and recoive their eargoes by the assistance of lighters,
generally schoonerviggaed, and prineipally manned by
foreigners, — chiefly 'rench, Ltalian, Spanish, and Pors
Lusuese. :

At Jast, about the 20th of Iebruary, a Boston vessnl
entered the viver, bringing letters from home, and 1
wars gradilied by the information (rom the eaptain, that,
alor seeing the American consul, who had received
orders to disehnrge mé from duty, I should be at lib-
erty to depart on my long pedestrian jowrncy., I went
ashore at the earliest oppertanity, and at once called -
upon Colonel Joseph Grabam, the Ameriean consul;
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who received me with great kindnoess, bot eondenined
my intention of crossing, nlone, so wild a country,
with the people and langnage of which I had no ac-
quaintance; he, however, furnished me with the neces- '
sary papers of protection, together with lelters of infro-
dnetion to various persons in the interior.  During my
gtay in the consul’s oftice Dr. Henry Kennedy, & young
North Awmcrican physician, cawe in, and although a
slranger to me, presented me, after a fow minutes’ con-
versation, with a letter of introduclion to Mr. G—n, &
resident of Rosario.  This act of kindness towards a
stranger proved tho generons charvicter of Dr. Henuo.
dy, and it I8 with a fecling of gratitude that 1 recall
hig name here. T was now my own muaster, and at
onee want about the city in search of infornation rela-
tive to crossing the country,

The eonsul and one or two other parties had given
me the names of ‘persons to whom I was to apply for
the neeessary information to guide me in my journey.
I was smprised, however, to find that the foreign mer
chants knew ko little of tho nterior; for, afler several
days’ inquiry, the principal fiet that T lewmed was,
that to cross the pampas on foot it wonld be necessary
to accompany one of the troops of enrts that carvied
merchandise to the other provinces, as otherwise I
would find it impossible to obtain food or to follow the
right il Oune of my inlurmants was a stout litde
Ivish gentleman, who quoted a message sent to Sir
Woodbine Iwish, by a gentleman who crossed the
country several years beforey and as his deseription is
almost trae of the Buenos Ayrean, or southern road
weross the pampas, I will present it here.  Ho said,
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“«The country is more uninteresling than any I ever
travelled over, 1 any gnav Ler ol Lhe ‘t_.,IUl)U I should
divide it-into II\"(_. regions 3 fivst, that of thistles, inhale
ited by owls and biscachas s second, that of griss, where
you meet with deer, ObL‘llr,]lLS, and the screaming,
liorned plover; third, the region of gwumps and mo-
rasses, only (it for frogs; foprth, that of stones and
ravines, where T expected every moment to be upset;
and, last, that of ashies amd  thorny shrubs, the refugs
of the tarnntuls and binchueo, or ginnt-bag,

“And now,” continued the litde Irishman, «I ask
leavo Lo pnb you aquestion. Tlow muny days can yoo

onveniently go without water?

“Two or three, perhaps,” T replicd.

AVl then, you will never last to cross the plaing”
was hiy cuconraging answer ;% for, imark you, amerchant
of Lhiis city erossed Iast gnmmenr, andd went without water
for fweidy-ene days. I think you had better return to
America, and give np travelling for information.”

Sneh wore the stortes — same true, and many, like
that of the Trishman, vtterly fabiudons — that were told
wme by the difiereny individuady upon whom I ealled
during my short stay in Buenos Ayrves,  In the courso
of my inguivies Tlearned that a train of wagons would
shovdy leave Rosario, o small town upon the River
Parana, abont two hadved wiles vorth of Bucnos
Avies, O Mendozn, o town situnted ot thie Dase ol
the Awmdes, sud T oresolved (o vivie the place in tine
to eateh the camavian A steamboat picd between
the ity o Duenoes Ayves and Rosgario, but ns 1t
wis not to gail for w fortnighe, [ had ample time
for swrveying the adjeceut country, and oven for
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making a flying visit across the Plata to the Banda
Oriental. :

‘The State of Buenos Ayres usually monopolizes the
attention of wisitors to the region which is kiown ag
the Argentine Contvdormtion, on noaaunt of her fivogs
nble situalion on the seaboard, ler possession of the
only maritime port in the vast confederacy, and the
predominating influenee which these advantages have
secured to her in peace as well a8 in war. The state
coutaing an area of Gfty-two thousand square miles,
and i3, consequently, but little larger than the State of
New York., Ilev population, according to an estimate
formed some ten years sinee, amounted to some threo
hundred and twenty thousand .souls; of whom one
honitred and twenty thonsand arc inhabitants of the
city, while tho remainder are sparsely distributed over
the extensive plains that commence a {ew miles from

“the const, and, ranning inland, streteh neross and far
Leyond the lhnits of the state. The population of the
city itself is composed of n great variety of types and
eolors, among whicl, however, the whites e rapidly
predominating ; as every year intvoduces new biood
from Europe and North Amectiea, while parties inter-
ested are doing their best, in connection with the gov-
ernment, to divert a portion of tho Trigh fminigration
from the United States towards their own province,
The government furnishies immigrants with land free
of charge, but an extortionate price is not unfrequently
paid, in the end, for a farm.

The study of the mived races which inhabit, not
only this province, but also the entire region between
the Parand and the Cordillers, has as yet received bus

.
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little attention frem the student of ethnology. Tha
lines of demarention, however, between race and race,
ave elenr aned distinet; and tie futare ethnograpler of
this region will have no «ifliculty in tracing the popiv
Litiony (hrengl iy fndernedinte stagen ol gauchor, wnn
bas, miestizon, cle., to iy origin with the immigration
from Old Spain and other uropean countrics, and to
the aboriginal and negro stocks. -

Throughout the state the soil i richly alluvial to
a deplth of two or wmore feet, beneath which lies a
stratum of clay, differing in kind and guality according
to its locntion, Thus strata of white, yellow, and red
clays have been discovered in different regions of the
same province, furnishing the popualation with abun-
dunt material for the mavufaetere of ciles, bricks, and
inpumeralle articles of pottery.

Itor pearly two hundred miles west of the La Dlata,
the goil produces a laxuriant growth of herbage, which
is chokad, liowever, innany places, by extensive foresis
of gigantic thistles, which grow to such a height that
men, passing tirough them on harseback,; ave hidden
by the lofty stems. Bo heavy'is this growth that, at
tinies, the thistle ficlds are tmpassable to wmnan, and
serve to the wild animals of the pampas as an undis-
tus bed hir. These thistles arve fived, from time to time,
hy the gmichos; after the ground that they ecovered has
been burnt over, a fine sweet erop of grass starls up,
upoin which the catile feed laxuriantly.

A uative anthor, of eminent aceuracy, who hag care
fully stndied the statistics and resonrces of the provs
ince of Buenos Ayves, has published the following
estimate of the value of real estate and other property
iu the country, in 185§ :—
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“State of Buenos Aiyres, its Txtent, Vidue, dbe

Filty-two thonsand miles of uneultivated

Tanels, at $1000 per square mile, . . . $52,000,000
Bix million head of cattle, at §6 per head, 86,000,000
Thrce million mares, ab $1 per head, . . 5,000,000
Five million sheep, at $1 per hond, . . . 5,000,000
[Tulf & million swine, #t $1 per bhead, . . 500,000
onses, &e., in the conntry, . . . . . 10,000,000

Total valae, . . . « , . . . . ¢106,500,000

The following stitement, dorived from thoe Buenos
Ayres Gustom 1Toure, for tho first «ix montha of 1851,
may eerve as u tneans of eslimating the number of
horned eattle in the state : —

ITidey exported in six wonthey 1864, o . . THOOGE
Deduet quantiiy received (rorn tlie provinees, = 121,166

'Patal exports of Buenos Ayres hidues, in six
nionths, e e Gs,5uY
Ald a covvesponding six wmonths’ exports
B bndunow o the yonr, 0 0 0 0 . BHENGS

Butimated export for 1854, . . . . . . 3,277,601
The following were some of the agricultural produc-
tiong of Buenos Ayres in 1804, as computed by Seilor
Maego : —
Wlenat, v e e e e 00000 funczas,
Maize nnd barley, . . . 7000«
Potatoes, . . . . . . GO0

The faneza is neamly equal to four English imperiai
Lushely, or to 2218.192 ecubie inches,
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Of late years the vulue of provisions, hides, 1allow,
and lorns has been greatly enhanced.

1 am informed that nder the government of Gen.
eral Rosas, the price of beef was fixed by Iaw at filleen
cents per arrobn (bwenty-five pounds), and that the
severest punishinent was inflieted for any altempt to
evade or infiinge upon the regulation. The price of
beel during my stay wn the province wus never lesd
Ll sixty ceuts per arroba.

Irequent revolutions have naturally hindered, in »
very great degree, the development of the resources
of thid provinee, Blneo 1810-17 it hiny been subjected
to continnal wurl sudden eliges of governments at
one moment, 48 it were, attempling te form the corner-
sione of 1 vast conledaration, in a short time the scene
ol the wildest anacehy, amd soon prrostrate under one
of the most grinding despotistng that the nincleenth
century baw beeheld,

Buenos Ayres, the vichost and most powerlul of tie
provinces of La Tlata, holds hevself” aloof firom the re-
maindoer, preferring o ntaty of iselation, throuerh dislike
for President Urequizg to Joining with her vinter ey
in laying the fourdation of a strong aml permanent
confederney.,  THer iinport sl expurt duties, together
with port charges, stamps, direct taxes, &e., constitute
1 considerable revenue; and these resouvees would,
undonbledly, pive her s powerful influence over the
uther states should she finally become a part of the
Argentine Confederation,  Thongh a coolness, almaost
mnountlng to ill-will, is maoifested by the people of
Luenos Ayres towards those of the neighborhood prov.
mees, & treaty has been [lately signed by the twe
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governments, in which each promises aid and nssist.
anee to the other in case of attack from a neighboving
or foreign pdwer. It is cvident, from their careful
movements, that all the La Plata states stand in dyead
of their grasping and powerful nelghbm —~1the empite
of Brazil,

The city of Buenos Ayves is Inid out in the usnal
Spanish-American manner — in squares, neasering ous
bundred and fifty ywrds upon a side; the strects, of
coutso, cross cach other ab right angles, und run due
north and south, east and west. They are regular
throughout, but are very roughly puved.  With sowe
oxcoptions tho dwellings nre ol but one story in height,
amd are built of hrlc.k,mcllau.l with ¢ white plubtu,
which gives them a very neat appearnuce; but the
hoavy iren geatings with whiell overy whdow is pro-
tockod dobmet not w litde Gone the huaaty ol the
dwellings; and a stranger smaceustomed Lo Spanish
grehitecture may readily, ab the st sight of these for
bidding gratings, believe himself among the prisons of
the city. The roofs are covered with oval or squaro
tiles. _

Bugnos Ayres is rich in public institutions. Ifer
theatras and places of puldic resovt are eiglt o 1nom-
ber, besides the governor's mansion, the Iouse of
Representatives, and the Casa de Justicia, or all of
Justice.  Diesides these may be enumerated the Tribuo-
nal of Commerce, the Inspeetion of Arms, the Artillery
Arsenal, the Eeclesinstical Seminary, the Musenin of
Natural History, Public Library, Custom Ilouse, Bint,
Bank, and Jail.

The treatment of the inmates of the lutter institution
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pecurds for them a degree of comfort fur less than that
which is reached in onr awn reformatory institnticns,

Tn addition to the public Luildings ennmerated
above, there are alsy snites of rooms ocenpied by e
Eeclesiastieal Cowrg, the General Archives, Topographs
ical Depavtment, Statistical Department, Medical Acad-
emy, Histovical Institute, cte.

The citizens of Buenos Ayres have well provided (or
the unfortunate.  Duesides granting: licenses to mendi-
earts, and alowing them to go from door Lo deor on
horseback, the municipality hus established an asylam
for orphang awud a forndling hospital,

Besides the cathedvaly, there are thirtcen Catholie
clrehes, two monuasteries, ined three convents,  There
ave two haspiltals, one for males, the other for females;
bul these stitutions hinve neither the convenivncon
nov skillisd physiciing whiel those of more enlightened
or longer established countries possess.  There are
also three fureieen hospilals, supported by the Hnglish,
Ifrenehy, and Ttalian governments,

The plezas, ovr public squares, are nine or len in
pumber; one of them is overlooked by the lofty cathe-
dral and by the Case de Juosticla, and eontaius 4 monu-
meni, orceted in commemoration of past cvents of
national importance, and especially of Lthe Declaration
of Independence from the mother country.

Muny improvements have been made in the city in
late years, ehicf among which is the new brick sea-
wall, of considerable height, proteeting the Lown {rom
damage by higls tides of the river.

From this wall, projecting into the stream, there wase
in process of construction at the time of my arvirel &
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maole or wharf, of great length, which has since been
completed, enabling small vessels and lighters to dise
charge their cargoes massisted by the e¢lumsy carts
that formerly were the role meins of conununication
with tho ghore,  The piles that support this winwf aro
pointed with iron, a precaution rendered necensary by
the pecnliarly hard furmation of the river bed at this
locality.

As the soil is Impregnated with nitmite ol potash,
the well nnd other water is rendercd wnfiv for table
ust,  The wealthior citizeny bave deep elolerns al their
residdences, in which rain water is preserved ) but the
poorer clagses hiave no otlier beverage thun the viver
waler, which s cavried wound tho atby in bareels, apaong
horses and mules, and retailed at a moderate price.

Slavery, which cxisted in these regions in a mild
formy nntil 1813, was, during that year, abolished by
faw. The systen never assamed, n point of fact,
that forin which cxisted in our own republic, but
wag so lenient that the sinves were treatald rather as
children, or faverite servanly, than s murely so nmel
property.

Its gradual extinction set in many years before the
peried of legislation upon the subject. Dwing the
giruggle for independence, the slave frequently fought
side by side with his master, and mantfested an equal
anxiety with him to be liberated from the dominton of
Spain.  In consideration of services rendered dnring
these patrietic struggles, and from a convigtion that
the system wus fur from beneficial to a newly-argan.
1zed republic, the slaves were emancipated, and thei
descendants now form a valuable and active eclass, re-
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taining little of the indolence usually ascribed to the
nnfortunate races from which they sprung.

During the ascendeney of Rosas, the negro popula-
Lot wag devotedly attached’ to Dofia Manvelita, hig
crlebrated danglter, and their influence with lhier was
almost boundless, It in velated that in 1840, while an
aitack by Lavalle wag mewnentarily expected, a young
man frome the town of San Juan was in Buenos Ayves,
v waws forbidden, wiler pain of death, to loave tho
eily.  An aged negress, who had,in former yeary, been
in the servieos of his fanily, happened 1o recognizo
b, and learned his anxicty to depart, # All right,
my friend!” she sald; I will go at once, and get
yon a passport.”  “ Tinpossilile [ exelaimed the young
. “Not it all,” veplicd the negress. % La Buiorita
Muaituclita will not deny it to me.”

In a guarter of ar lour she brought a passport,
signed by Rozas, enjoining his mercennries to oppose
no hiwderanee Lo the Lbearer’s deparvtore.

Thus gained over by petty favors from the all-pow-
erlnl dictator, the negroea formed o corps of zealous
spies and adhercots of Tlosas, whoso seeret ohseryvas
tions were cwrried on in the very midst of the fumilics
whom he suspected. They also formed 2 brigade of
excellent troops, on whose fidelity he way able to vely
at all timoes,

Don Domingo I. Savmiento, from one of whoso
works the ahove anecdote is derived, i one of the
most enlightened patriotz and philosophers of South
Aumericn,  ITe iz a native of San Juan, 2 town in the
interior of the Confederation, but has travelled cxtens
sively in Kurepe and the United States, and was for



40 . A THOUBAND MILES" WALK.

many years a resident of Chili, whither he was ban
ished by Rosas in 1840, Ile hias done much by hia
writings fo advancee a praclical knowledge both of the
principles of agriculture and of cducation in his native
country, and is cavnestly endeavoring to secuwre the
cotiparation of the government and Jegislature of Bu-
enog Ayres in the advancement of those scienees, ITe
desires £0 seo some portion of the Kivropean emigration
diverted fiomn the nited States to Buenos Ayres, the
government of wlich yrovinee, Tntdewd, oflors land free-
ly to all who will settle in the intertor; and he has re-
cently published, among other valuable woiks, a treatise
on agricnltiwe and ednestion, cntitled = Plun comdi-
nade de Lduwcacion comun, Sivicddtwe ¢ Fudustria
Pastoril)” especially designed for the provineeof Buciroy
Ayres. Ihe is ulso translating inte Spanish the writ-
ingy of Adwns, Jeflumon, and others of our early slates-
mien, whiol wo nuey liopo will eulighten le'Hp:miﬂL
republics of South America on a subjeet that they
szem al best Lo very imperfectly understamd,

A word concerning the currency ol 1his provinee
and T will disniss it from the realer’s atfention. losas,
bolore he was driven from power, establishad o papet
currency, which, being of snrall nominal value, was in-
tended to supply the place of ¢oin, These bilis wero
struck off with the wvalue of from oue to several hun-
dred pesos stamped upon them,  But their value flue-
suated Lo such an extent, that while al one tine ona
Spanish dollar could puvebuse Lwenty pesos, o few
wecks later not eiglit could be obtained with the saue
sum. At the present 4me a peso is valued ag four or
five cents of our monoy. *
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I¢ i3 said that the president, having put Lhis carrency
futo circulation, readized thousands of dollurs from it
Ly menopolizing the moncy murket, and cansing the
paper to vise or depreciale at his pleasure. I have
geen a four-renl picce eoined by him, ov by order of hig
gavirment (which amouuted ta the same thing), with
these words strunped upon it: ¢ Kterno Rosas” (Iiteral
Rosas). Fhis o was, in every sense of Lthe word, a
tyrnt — cool, culeulating, and wellisli ; possessed ol o
degree o cunuiag and pepeteation, that aided T in
discovering his most sceret enemies,  Ruthless in the
exceation of his designs, he spared neither age nor
gex; even the venerable mayorn his cnvlicst friend, his
more thin father, was murdered in cold bLlood by a
purty of zaasorgueros (men of the Masore, or chub, a
band of Tuteliers and assassing, on wham 1dosas relied
for e perpetuntion of Lis relgo of wrror), dL tho bid-
ding ol their atrucions chick

In o work pnblished at BMantevideo, in 1845, Ly
Don Jos¢ Rivera Indarte, a native of Buenos Ayves, ho
gives the fellowing estimato of the numbers who died
through the hawret or caprice of Rosas: Poisoned, 45
exceuted with the sword, 37603 shot, 1803 ; assnssi-
nated, 7922, —— total, 5884, Add (his to the numbers
glatn in battie, and thoge exceuted by military orders,
at a moderate computation 16,528, we have 22,404
vietims. aflowing some Iati-
tude for the prejudices of Sefior Indarto —— one third
fur exaggeration, we still have 14,936, — o toafil aggres
gate of vietims to ihe wnbition of a Gaucho chief,

But hiy creer has ended ; the exiled patriots hava
returued from DBrazl and Chili, and in place of his
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ther, and, it is to be hoped, o Dbetter,
@ was at one time the abselute ruler
md his long and cruel reign has lefi an
mliabitants which many yevars of wise
can eradicate
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CHAPTER 1V,
VISIT TO TIIE TIGRE AND BANDA ORIENTAL.

FIYHE gtenmer in which T expected to embark fur

Roasario, on the Parang River, would not sail from
Buenos Ayres for ten days or 2 forinight, and I began
to look sround me for some occupation, by meansg of
which T might become more acquainted with the locali-
ties about the city. I was eager to visit the gaucho in
his home upon the pampas; and when a young man,
who had just wrived from New York, invited me to
accompany him ncross the Plata to the Republic of
Uraguay, I did not wait for a sccond invitation, busg
nccepted Dis offer upon the spot.

I knew nothing more of this young man than that
he bad come to Buenocs Ayres rccommended to the
first merchant of the place; but that his purpoese for
the visit was a seeret ono, I did not at the time sug-
peet.  ITo prepared himself for the journcy by simply
providing himself with a large blanket, a revolver pis-
tol, and a sownding-rod. The first two articles scemed
rational cnough; but the rod, which he carried as a ¢ane,
regnired on explanation. '

W reeelved fromn 2 countryman a letier of introdue-
tion to Edward ITopkins, Esq, who was about to sail
in the « Asancion ” for the north side of the river. This

4
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gentloman was at the River Tigre, twenty-one milea
from Buenos Ayres, and noted as ngent for the United
States and Paraguay Navigation Compuny.  As there
was no other wny for erossing the I'luta to the particu-
lar part of the coast where my filend wished to Iand,
he decided to visit the Tigre, and combark in the
Asuncion. '

Having bargained for seats with the diiver of tho
diligence that ran between Duenos Ayres and the vil-
Inge of San Yernunde, near thu Tigre, we scl oub ene
fine morning, accompanted by » native gentloman, who
spoke English imporfectly.

Our cochero was a conccited fellow, and felt the dig-
nity of offica to an unnecessary degree. 'We had no
little amusement daring our journey with him in
watehing tho phases of his charaster: ouce; when
tho cart of 2 milkman became cntangled in the havmess
of our horses, Lie became sa langhable in his wonnded
pride and iwpotent rage, that we had diffically in re-
straining onr {aces (o a deecntly sober appearance.  As
we became disentangled, and drove on, he, in the midst
of a volley of carrambas, denounced all eartmen whe
hatt the impudence to eross the track of the mail-coach,
And snch, in fuct, his vehicle was; but, as we noticel
that the contenta of the mail, instead of being eonfined
in o mail-bag, or other suitable receptacle, were scat-
tered herc and there in varicus eorners of the coach,
some tucked beneath the cushions, and others lying
under our feet, tho opinion that we furmed of the native
postal arrangements was not of the highest.

For neatly a league we passed over a Macadarnized
road, shaded here and thers by willows that ran along
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the river. Wo soon pnssed tho deserted guituia of
General Rosas.  The house was built upon arches, the
wmaterialy Delng brick aond plaster. Arvound it wero artis
ficial groves, and little lakes and conals of water.

To the right of the house, on the side nearest the
city, were numerons little hrick buildings, wlere the
tyrant quartered his troops. The situation was very
beautifu, and the surroundings altogether were inter
eating.

Itarther on wero cases (honses) of country gentle-
men, with orcharids of peach, olive, aud guinee, which,
with the folinge of muny varieties of shrubs, made the
progpect on ull shiles most beauliful,

If a well-regulated estute particnlarly attracted onr
attenlion, we uvniversally foand, on inquiry, thal its
owner was o forcigner, whom the cochero dignified by
the Tow word gringo, which iy equivadent to “paddy ”
in our owa language; and in this estimation, I after-
wards found, our c¢ountrymen and all strangers are
held by the indolent and treacherous country people.

Wheat, potatoos, onions, heans, tomatoes, &e., thrive
wonderfully npon the furms; and, it the whole agricnl-
tural departiment wers in foreign hands, the country,
with its fiuc climate, and rich and ecasily-worked
lands, conld produce almost every kind of vegetnble.
With the exception of a few Inglish and Scoteh, the
Erenely from the IBoasque provinees are tho wost cner-
getie and thrifty firmars. In a few instances the Yan-
kee plongh hns been used with great snceess, in place
of the miscrable wooden one of the natives.

We met large covered wagens currying poduce to
the city, and troops of mules and donkeys freighted



b2 A TIOUBAND MILEA WALK.

with thistles, in bundles, to leat the ovens of the

- bakera; also others with peach and willow trees, which
had been raised for fircwood, an article bringing a good
price, on account of its scarcity.

_ As we approached the Tigre and Las Conchus, wo
found that the conutry is undulating; bat beyond the
linc of the latter, it streteches out iuto the pampns us
far as the vision can reach.

Ahe diligence eutered San Fernando abeont noou;
we teund it a little town, strrounded with fiuit trecs
Ioft Le the cave of nature, the people being satistied
with bier producty without wasting time in laboring to
imprave them, -

Two miles distant was the River Tigre, which emp-
tieg it waters into the wide Plata; towards the rives
wo direetesd var stepsy and wo werived i bmo e dine
with Xdwurd Iopking, 105, the gentleman whom we
aad como to visit.

Me Hopkins, who hng acted s our eonsul in Parne
guny, uud s ngont for the United States awl Piraguay
Navigation Compuny, invited us abomed the lile
eteamer Asuucion, which had been puat together at this
place & shoré time beloro.

Phis compuny hal beon formed in (e United States
for the purpose of opening commereial intercourse with
Paraguay, a country that had, under the dictaton
Ifrarcia, excluded torcigners. Lopeg, its present ruler,
bad begn on very intimate terms with our countryman,
Mr. IL.; and, taking advantage of this intimney, and
the president’s friendly fecling towawds the United
States, the above company was formed; and L soon

“seny out from Providence, R. L, a clipper schoouer of
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peautifnl mounld, eontaining, in pieces, 2 small steamer
and “hoop bout,” with theie appropriate erews, carpen-
ters, millwrights, &e. :

The schonner was damaged in the Tigre; but lier
cargo was landed, and the Asuncion put together,
and sent up the Parand to Paraguay. A cigar manu-
factory, eroploying three hundred native gicls, was set
ou foot, a eolony formed, and the steamer was to run
between that country and Buenos Ayres, when an
event occurred that blasted the prospects of the Norelh
Americans. A brother of My, TTopking was stopped in
the street for somo trivial cause (probably galloping
his howse) by a wigilunte, whose language was insult-
ing, whercupen dilliculty ensued.  As representative
of his govermment, Mr. ITopkins interfered; and then
followed Lhe expulsion of our countrymen from tho
arexplored and Male-known Pasaguny. The United
States steamer Waler Witel, then lying in the Plata,
aacondued Lhe viver; sond was Nrold lljml.l from n {ortificn-
tion 5 several bally Judged i Lee Bolly and ono mnn was
killed. The Water Witeh destroyed the structure,
and retired down the rviver to Moutevideo, while thae
compny’s men wetbhad ot the Tigro nntil matters could
be adjngted. The Asnncion was then cogngad in enrry-
ing sheep noross to the Banda Oviental, the country
on the north shores of the Plata, which is known on
some maps as Urugnay.

San Irernande, in conjunction with the Tigre, is the
watering-plice of the fon of Bucnos Ayres, many of
whom pass the summer in the village, The next day
alier onr arrival was passed in pleasant conversation
with our countryman, and during the evening a large
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party of ladies and gentlemen sailed down the river to
two islands covered with groves of peach trees, where
they took maté (lea), and danced La Samba Cueen, to
the music of the guitar. I did not aceompany them;
for, iaving met a young man whose desive for travel
had ezused him to leave home, we passed the night
wandcung among the willowsa on the banks of the
stream, and at an early hour on the following morning
retired to rest as the piauo frog was chanting his re-
veillé,

This was a spot where the naturalist would love Lo
dwell. Above cur heads sang many corious birds, and
around us were still more curious inscets.

On the neighboring chureh af Las Conchas, the car-
pentero built its oven-like nest, and parrots filled the
air with their eries, while the mocking-bird ratiled out
his medley as in our own country.

“As st angers, we were cordially received l)y the na-
tives who aceupiod the hionses clods ab hamd, and many
were the metés (oupn of [raguny Lea) wo tooli; he-
cnuse tho pretty seitoritag inlormed us that theiv lan-
guage anil waéd were inseparable, and not until the
furvignor beonmo addictod (o fHa use conld Lo rido a
Lorse, throw the lusso, earn the Bingnagoe, ur win o fair
maid.

I Lave already alluded to the yerba, sometimes called
yerda snaté, (rom which the Paragnay tea is made.

It is to Sonth Amerien what the tea of China is to
Burope und the United States; nor are its qualitics
very greatly different from those of the Asiatic hevb.

The yerda trees grow in forests, called yerbales, on
the rivers of Paraguay, and attain a considerable size
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At the time of gathering, o party of peons are aent
into the forest, who collect the branches, sprigs, and
leaves in vast piles, which are afterwards thoroughly
scorchied. 'I'his being accomplished, the leaves and
twigs are packed in a raw Lide, which contracts as it
driey, compressing the yerde into an almost solid masa,
Iy this condition it is sent to market. .

Tlhe matd is n small gourd, which foerms the general
drinking-cup in all the regious which I visited, An
infusion of the yerde having been made, with necessos
rieg, as in our own country, it is sucked fiom the maté
through a tin or silver tube, culled the dbombilia, which
is provided at itg lower extremity with o steainer,
which prevents the fine particles of the yerde from ris
ing to the month, The name of the gourd or cup i®
not unfrequentdy eoupled with that of the tea itself in
mentioning the article.

At last everything was ready fur our departure; and
at cleven o’clock one starlight night we sailed slowly
nlonye Lhe dittle Figoee, and,y prssingg tho peach inlands at
its mouth, v an hour afier, were faivly on our pasgsngo
across the Plata, which at this poing iz nearly thicty
miles wide. Upon mmiving off the San Juan River,
early the next amorning, the tido was oul, sl the bar
at the mouth ol the stream impassable, which ohliged
ug to remain statiennry until afternoon, when the ris-
ing tide permitted us to wind ap the stream, aud
throngh Iuxuriant folinge, the howme of the tiger-cat,
and once the lair of the ficree jaguar, which is now,
however, rarely met with, having been driven fiom hig
ancient hunting-grounds by partics of natives who had
been exasperated by his continual depredations. Now
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the little tiger-cat and wild dogs are their tormentors
and annually a tiger hunt comes off at the mouth of
the river, '

Wo amived at our destination in due tine, and thae
eargo of sheep was salely landed.  Preparations for the
night had hardly been completed, when from 2 ¢ertain

- quarter were heard load and prolonged sounds, so wild
and fearful that our aticution was directed townrda il.

“It is the voices of wild wnimals scenting tho sheep.
fold,” said one of our party. The sheplherd dogs ou Lthe
bordera of the stream pricked up their ears, and tho
hair stood up stiflly upon their Lucks ag they walked
around the sleeping flock, growling savagcly.

While we listened, the sonnds grow more and moro
distinet, and shovtly we were upon our feet to repel an
atback from a pacle of wild dogs. Ierectving that we
were too stroug to be molested with impunity, they
withdrow, snapping and growling, for o short distace,
whore thoy continued theiv musio for two or ey
hours, and then drew olf to another esbesciu.

These anbuals huut in packs, and though of o cow-
ardly nature, will, when fierco with hunger, attack man
The following incident, which ocewrred o few days
prior to our arrivil, proves this often-contested fuet.

A capataz (loreman) of an estancic (farm), while re.
turning fkom o distant village to his hoime, met a pack
of these dogs. Tho instinet of the brutes told them
that the tired horse conld not cutstrip themin the long
ruit.  They gave chase, and soon brought the horse ana
rider to the ground The capataz had no other weapon
than his kaife, which proved incffoctual for his defenee,
and both man and horse were torn to picces ond de
vourced,
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On the day after our arvival we saw at be esimncia
liouse three of these dogs, which had been taken from
caves near the Niver San Juan.  The Largest was about
a year old; althongh he agaaciited with the house dogs,
Lo woull not sulfor any person toapproach him, and
exhibited all the traitg of liis wild brethren that sere-
naded him almost every night. The two others were
only a few weeks old, ant were as playful as kittens,

These wild dogs arc of a slight frawe, and ave gen.
erally of a brown and yellow eolor; the mouths are of o
dusky-Lrown, or Wack. ¥ ithontdonbt they descendel
fram the dontestic dogs brought into the conntry by
the Spanish or Portwgoese Jeswits during the period
of the carly settlernent ol the La Plata proviaees.

Farly upon the following morning, the gauchos
pointed oat the path that Ted Lo thie esturecio house, and
my friend Ned and myself sct out to visit it.  Larks,
pirtridges, and many other binds staried {rom the grass
a8 we pursted one way on foot. All these birds were
exceedingly thme; amb huud we boeen in possession of o
gun, we should have wrived at the house with a Lag
of gune.

Thao farin wag owned by a German, who gave us a
cordinl weleonie, and insisted upun our rensining lo
breakfast,

The estate was a small ane for that country, embra-
ciug but ten or twelve seuare miles, The owner pinr-
chased it of the last tennnt, who sold for a fair price,
but, when he received thie money, declared that the
German must pay him extra for the buildings. Thn
new owner, having, as he supposed, paid for “top and
bottom,” refused to give an additional sum; but the
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native was inexorable, and the Dbuyer, knowing that a
foreigner receives no justice from South American tris
hunals, wisely settled the affain, after much loss of time
and money, by paying the full demand.  Almost every
bargain that is congnmmnated between o foreigner and
a native results largely in favor of the Iatier purty. By
Lriwery, fulachood, or perjury,—ho curevs bot lililo
which, — the native will outwit the “ gringo,” and then,
i n most barefaced manner, tell Lim that it is by superior
wit and talent that the end is thus broaght in favor of
a Christian ¢ for so all true Catholics of both republics,
the Banda Oviental and Argentinegare ealled, or call
themselves, with no litile egotism.

After partaking of a nourishing meal, — farina, soup,
2d meat,— Ned strapped his bundle (o his back, care-
fully loaded his revolver, and, after several studied in-
quirics as to certain localions nlong the coast of the
Platn, bade me to prepare to {ullow him. Our new
friends offered us horses, saddles, &c.; hut Ned had a
particular reavon [or travelling on fool, und so, bidding
our Glormnn fidends wdien, wo posted ofl' in g woesterly
direcllon,  Our landmwrk was the mud lhet of an
estancia, about seven milles distant, situated on a swell
of thoe privio,  Aboul the estancis wo wers leaving
were several high hills, which sloped off into the 1oll-
ing plain. A portion of these hills were barren, and
broken rocks cropped out at their bases; but the plaing
or rolling ground about them, upon which the catile
fod, was covered with fine grass, occasionully infer-
mixed with flowers. Just beyontd the house, at the
buse of one of the hills, we deseried a shepherd sitting
upon the rocks, appavently watching his flock, that fed
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npon the plain; Put a closer scrutiny proved that he
wus fast in the delights of o siesta, Pully of wind that
eane around the hills fiaunted his ¢hiropd and poncho
in o wild manner, whicl, together with his long beard,
gaye him the appearance of an old gypsy.

< Now we wre clewr of all eaves-droppers,” suid my
fricad, *aml s we po along, 1 will tell you what
strange circumstances brouglit me here, and why 1
lefl a good home and profitable business to wander
mysteriously on this side of the Plaa, T am aome-
times visionary. My fricods say so, and T believe it to
be s0; but the cause that tempted me to leave a wife
and child was not so visionary a3 some of my friends
have declared, and I mean to prove to them their
ervor by returning to New York, in one year's time, a
reh man, I can prove by history that a simall vessel,
gailed by Spanish pirates, went ashore upou this coust,
not twenty, o at the most fifty, miles from ihe spot
that we are now upon. She had a large munount of
money on hoard, which way taken ashore, and buried
not e ftom the wreek: two or irco trees mark the
gpot; they are old now, but wre probably still standing.
It they ure not standing, T have still avother indmark
to tell e whero Uhie eressurce Hen,

“Phe first fiel which 1 stated s supported Dy his-
tory; that portion reginding the treasare is known
ocnly to me. The man who imparted the seceret wam
an pvalid for many years past, and, therefore, unable
to come for the treasure himselll Ile confided it to
me upon his death-hed, in New York city, abous a
year sinee.  We had been intimate for years, and
coald rely on each other. Why he kept the secrel
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from me for such a length of time, I cannot surmise,
l]Il]GE-S it wasa bUGilllﬂU b ll()l'lL:(] Lo recouver, .'lljl'] cOmg
for it himself. ITe died poor, and his words to me
were of this import: CGo to the Plata, and alter com-
ingr into possession of this hidden wenlth, relurn with
it to New York, give to my widow three quarters, andd
keep the other fourth for yourscif?

“1 have now enly to seck out certain loenlities;
when theso arve found Tsball know just whers to sink
my rod, and T am cevtain of suceess.  The renson that
I havo fnparted & portion of thiy seerel, to you iy, that
I must have seme person to assist we in taking the
treasure to some vessel in the outer roads of Inenos
Ayres.  As soon as wo luve ascertained that all iy
right, T shall despateh you to the Tigre to purchase a
beat, and as you have been fong enough on board ship
to *know the ropes,” you will not deem it too great a
risk to wateh for a fuir wind, and navigate the erdd
neross tho river. Wo will (hon loml up, nnd stes-
some fine night, with the tide in onr favor for the
Mary UL, thnt lies off the city, "Tho wiinin wild not
be there; but the male i9 o confideistint friend, and wo
will get our things on board without any trouble from
the Custom Llouse oflicers,

“When I tell you that T have sold ont a profitable
businens, anrd cxpect to spend at Teast filteen hundred
dollars in this enterprise, you will eredit me with san-
guing hopes, and conelude that T must have strong and
good reasons {or risking mysclf and the snpport of my
tamily in such a romantic undertaking.”

I had hefore this heard of the Idio Plata gold hunt-
ers; but what could Ido? Advise my filend to go



AURIED TREASURLR. 61

home to his wife, of whom ke often spoke in terms
of strung affiection, or assist Tiim i Lis Bilory, nnd fol-
low alter the {yris jfreluus that had hoed bim Deom
Triendy and domestic pleaswes? I answered him afler
this wise, ©Ned,? suid 1, ¢ T shadl efler no opinion re-
garding this gold hunt, nor disconeage you lrom an
windertaking for the success of which you confusa yon
Lhave embarrassed y ourseld and purse; but I also have
omission to perfonn. F eame to this conntry with the
intention of crossing the pmupag to Mendoza, from
which town T awcean to eroxs tho Andes to Valparaiso,
Chili. Irom the latest and hest anthority T have
fearned that the monntaing will be hmpassable after
the first week in Moy, and as it is now Jate in the
season to insnre a sule journey to Vulparaise, it wiil
bo necessary for moe to leave Buenos Ayres in tho next
steamer, which will Do ready to sail in o fuw days,
Uniil the suiling day I will devote my time to your
Plans, hat no longer,”

Though Ned spoko with enthusiasm, nnd proymised
tho reward of one Lhoudind dollars in ease of success,
I remained obstinate, and debato was dropped,

As we trudged on our journey, various birds and
animale were at tienes scen by us. Once twa small
deer approached us, and acted ag if influcnced by great
curiosity, and again, a tall ostrich started eut of the
grass, and, raising her plumed wings, ran oft’ at the top
of her specd.

Having reaclied the estancia house, — our landmark
alrendy reforred to, — we halted to ask for water. Tha
little that the fimily had was in an old barrel; by the
side of it wus & cow’s dirty horn, out of which we
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drank, We continued our journey to the next stopr
ping-place, five miles beyond, This was o pruall Lot
surrounded by corrals, the whole serving as an outpost
to a large esiencia. The ceeupants were alazy g:mclm
aud his negress wife, who invited us in, anl offered
nredd ; but as our object was 1o find some suitable
shelter for the night, we Jdid not remain long, but
pushal on towardys tho Hiver Tas Voo, Durkness
coming on, we hurried to several mud huts that loomed
up in the distance.  Upon arriving at them, wo fownd 2
young giucho, who led us into o room where a pow-
erful-built, supercilious-looking personage was sitting.
Glancing at us carclessly, ho asked us several gues-
tions ; but being ignorant of the language, we could
only munko uso of the “Spanish Tencher” that ny
friend Lad brought with him: we could not discover
whether ho understood our requests or desives. e
trontod us in & very distang manner, ealling g,
and ordering us ofl' Lo 1 low, mudd hul, where o wonan
was cooking a strip of meat by a small five.

Thoe intorior of the hut was filthy in the extrene,
the broken wulls covercd with vermin, ruxd the whole
dwelling filled with blinding smolce.  Shortly after onr
entrance, seversl ganchos cuno in, and conversed to-
gether in low tones,

After a few minutes they approached us, who were
seated apon u log, and addressed numerous tuquiries (o
my companion. Ned, with the utmost simplicity,
oponed his «Teacher)” and pointed out several sen-
tences, Tho fellows at first locked atb the book, and
turned over several leaves with a puzzled sir, then,
breaking out in a loud laugh, threw it back into his
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ap. Soon ono dark-visaged gaucho drew bis knife,
and commenced slashing 1t above the head of my
companion, scemng undecided, however, o strike
hin

At this manifostation of mischicl; onr hands grasped
our Colt’s revolvers; and il the knift hand touchad cither
of nur bodles, we should have drawn our weapons and
shot dowir our assailants “ I they striko us, shoot all
exeept the ol hag, who can do nothing mmore than
givo the alam, and tale to yonr hecels,” muttered my
COIN| R,

We sat thing for half an hour, during which time the
ganchos made several attempts to strike at our legs,
but did not suceced. Tlhey were at Tength calledaway
by the okl woman, who oflured them their supper. We
ab last asked them by signg lor o bed 5 they pointed to
a pile of dricd skins that lay Leaped up in one corner
of the hut. At thiy the indignation of my friend could
huedly bo kept within boands,  1havingg been aceus-
tomed to all the comlorts that the greal metropolis of
our conptry could firnish, ho determined no Jenger to
suller the inbospitable trentmend ol ganchios, Teling
me 1o follow Lim, he moved towards the deor of the
shanty, which was nothing moroe than a large hide,
pwinging to and fro in the entrance,

But the gauchos would not allow us to Ieave; and
after.a vain attempt ot meguing the matter, we were at
{ast obliged to stretch owrselves upon the hides, and
lying side by side, kept watel in turn, with pistols
in hand, through the loag and uncamfortable night.
When I say uncomfortable, [ mean the whole strength
of the word, for the hides were alivo with vermin, and
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their passage over our bodics and its aitendang hrita
tion, half erazed us both, Dut the longest night hag
an end.  An hour before daylight the gauchos arosa
from the ground, which had been their bed, and lasscs
mg their horses in the cormal, gnlloped off to different
parts of’ the estancia.

As soon ag we saw that the disagrecable fellows wers

. ecrtainly gone, we arose and hucried wway from the

hut. The woman followed, and begged us to cowme
back and eat meat; but we were only too willing to
leave without a Dbreakfast, Wo learned, some days
later, from an ISngiislman, that the owner of thig
estancia, whose nume was Moreno, belonged to a
family of the most villanous character.

During the revolutions, and while the connéry wasa in
the midst of civil war, an ¢lder brother ol tis Moreno
becume @ gencral, and perpetrated the most lorrid
deeds of cruelty. With a band of aoldicrs hie travérsed
that portion of the couniry, cutting out the tongues of
hundredy of cattle, and leaving the animals Lo becomao
tho prey of the wild beasts and Lirds. e visited a
groat nuntier of estencius, and slaughtering the owi-
ers, male and female, placed in their stead his own
gubmissive tools.

At the close of the war, justice cried out uzainst him,
and tho villain fled the country, leaving a part of Lia
ill-gotten possessions in tho hunds of his Lrother,

Tour or five miles beyond Moreno’s, we passed a
white-washed case (house) belonging to another mar
egually bad with our lake host,

Wo now entered a thinly-wooded country, with
thorn trees and cacti, in which large flocks of palomas
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— a species of turtle dove resembling our own specica
— were abundant.  Just belore reaching the River
Las Vaeas we cune upon a bat of cornsealks, cut of
which, to our surprise, walked an unmistakable son of
Lrin.  Ilo commenced at once with, “Sure, and 1s it
yerselves that’s afoot 2 Where be your hosses? Walk
into the house and be seated.”

TTurrying into the house, he ¢commmenced nn onslaught
upon a lot of fowls and two or three dogs, drlving them
out: we entered with him.  Ile was a perfect specimen
of the “Irish-Locn citizen.” Ile had originally como
to the country as cook to an Baglish bark, Ilo had
much to say about the travels and dangers that he
had gone wongh.,  Speaking of the conduct of Great
Brituin in meddling with the alfairs of the Banda Ori-
ental, he expressed his dissatisliction in the most for-
cible languagre.

“The Iinglish and Frinch intervinshun,” said le,
“131E e, a8 i did all the furriners. Defore it 1T owned
two thonsand liead of cattle and hosses, and lad
plinty of land, and was comfortable. I had a wifo,
though I didu’t have timo to get maurricd to the cra-
thur; and lucky was I that I hadn’t, for she run
off wikl me money and half of me property. T hears
that the Tarks aro fighting the queen, and are like to
succeed!  Gaod bless them if they do. I hope she may
be taken,”

We loft him as goon s possible, and pushed on to
the River Las Vaens, which we soon reached, and
crogsed in a bont.  We remained two days in the it
tle town on ity banks, dwing which time Ned made
many inquiries for certain localitics, but without sue

5 :
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cess.  Finding that nothing could be Iearned here, we
hired horses, and sct ont on our return to the San
Juan River, following along the coast of the Dlata.
Every few minutes would Ned hale and repeat the
threo Spanish words that ho had studied for muany -
weeks, aud could now prouncunce correctly., Turning
to our guide, an old lume gaucho, he would say, half
mquivingly, « Los Tvres Iermanos 2 but at each iime
the old wan shook s lead,

At last we came upon a high bluff, and the gaucho,
halting, pointed with his finger to two small islunds,
green with heavy folinge that fiinged their shores, and
exclatmed, “Los Dos Lermanos /™  But those were not;
the islands that Ned was sccking.  « Los Dos Jlerma-
nos,” or “The Two Drothers,” were islands of greater
size than those which my friend sought.

4 Los Tres Tiermuanos” or «The Zhres Brothers,”
had been descrilbed to him by the dying man as “ three
small pointed rocks;” but Ned could not find these.
- Ie had consulted every chart that he could procure,
but not one had the three rocks wpon it.  Could it be
that “9he T'wh Brothiees™ had becn confounded with
some other islets?

But I will not dwell upon our unsuecessful search,
Suffice it to say that we hoth returned to the Tigre in
the samg steamer that hoad brought us across the Plata.
I left Ned busily at work upon a small boat, in which,
wlhen finished, he intended to cross the river, and, dis.
guised a9 a roving natwealist, te skirt along the viver
coastin search of * Los Tlres Lermanos” When 1 part-
ed from him, he said, gayly, “ Good by, my friend. You
have yet to travel a long road before you reach North
Amorion, I shall be thers somes monthy before you”
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After returning to the Ubnited States, I wrote to
New York, as he had requested; but some time elapsed
befure an answer came, and then ny worst fears were
realized.  Disappointed in his search for gold, he had
accepted the fivst ofler for employment that presented
itself, anil had become the mate of the little steamer
that earried us across the river when he first embarked
in Lis romantic specnlation.

Duriiig the passage of the steamer to the upper
Parava, he fell overboard one night, and was carried
into the rapids of the river and drowned,
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CHAPTER V.
ASCERDING TIIE PLATA AND PARANA.

AROM the River Tigre I procceded on foot te
Buenos Ayres. When within a league or two
of the city, I passed o fine guinta inhabited by a

Scotclhman, who had resided scveral years in the
republie, Two Irishmen, mounted high upon a eart,
were driving throngh the gate, and one of them, after
scrutinizing iy appearance, shouted to me, “ Swre
you're an Jrishman —are yo not??” '

I answered that I was s North American, and be-
longed in Boston; when ihe other man inguired if I
happened to bo asquainted with a family by the name .
of Iolley, ndding that the houd of said family was o
“half brother to hia wife.

» . I tried to show my questioner that Boston was a
large pluce, with inhabitants so nurerous that T had
not yel had ilie pleasure of the acquaintance ol lis
relatives; and, after giving the latest news of the
great metropolis, and what was transpiring when 1
lefe ity T parted fron the cartmen and pursued my
journey, philosophizing on the wonderful race of the
Tvish, and the fact that, no matter what corner of the
globe we may be in, we arc certain to find this peopla
represunted, sometimes by a great many individuals.
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When I rexched the city of Buenog Ayres, I learned
that the boat was to leave on the next morning; and,
to prevent detention, the consul gave me a note wd-
dressed to the captain of the port, who at once fur.
nished me with a passport.  I’ersong ubout leaving the
province are required to advertise their intended de-
parbure during thres successive days in one of the
three or four daily papers that are published in its
principal ¢ity.,  This regulation is designed to provent
the departnrve of debtors for othier “ parts unknown,”
without seltling their accounts; but the law is no less
inclfectual than inconvenient, as it has been found
atterly impotent to necomplish tha object for which
it was designed.  DBefore sailing, T visited the bark,
to Lid adiecu to the rough but hoenest hearts that liad
Leen my associntes during our long passage from Bus-
ton. I was received with joyful demonstrations, 1
divided the contents of my trunk among the seilors,
and, after a pleasant ehat with the mate, was about to
leave the vessel, when the © distingnished Tvish barris-
ter’s son,™ our cook, hinted that ho had a word for my
private car. I followed him to the galley; closing the
doors, to keep out intruders, he offerecd me o scat, and
began the following conversation: “BMy dear friend,
do you ever partake of that which makes men’s sinews
ag strang a9 on bands ?  If go, here is the bottle just
gmuggled abourd by the “patron’ who brought yon
from the city. No! yon won’t dlirink ? I'm less bash-
ful. IIcre’s to n short parting, and may you not yicld
‘your heart, as I onee did mine, to any sciiorita on your
journey.” ITere he took a good pull at the botile, and
continued ; “ What shall T do without you? I'm pua-
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zled to know, with no kindred intellect on board te
cheer me on the homewwrd passage.  llowever, I have
long intended to prepare a work on the ‘Teish Karike
ter in Americn,) that will occupy my mind, and muke
tho time pnss less tedionsly, It will make at laste five
volumes, and P'm keeping a ¢dislogue’ {dinry) for notes
every day” Afler hie had enlarged on, and explained
the charvacter of) his embryo book, T turned the subjeet
by remarking that it scemed strange that a man of his
poctic nature had never been entangled in the bonds
of love. “Ah, mow! ye've said it,” cxclaimed the
“doetor.”” 1 have passed through that experience;
bet the eratur, woman, has been no blessing, as tho
poets say, but a perfeet bane, to my poor heart. It
wag woman who drove me from my position in socicty
to this galley,” IHere the cook was obliged to draw a
pull of camfort from the hottle. « When T was only
sixteen years of age,” lic continned, with a sigh,—
whether of love or in consequence of the strength of
the liquor T was nncertain,—“my [ther had a frind,
who was nlso i Irish baveister; this gintleman had o
daughter like an augel.. I wag youug and beardless,
ghe o fow years older than meself, I beeame so deeply
enammoured that 1 oflered her me liand aud me hat
(heart); at which she softly replied, *Mr. W., you are
too young.! I, however, pressed me wsuit, for women
want o deal of coaxing; but she only smiled. A€ lunt,
when I grew quite urgent,— for an Irishman eoorts in-
earnest, — she referred me f{or an answer to the second
of Satuuel, tinth chapter, and the last part of the fiflh
verse. I turned at once to it, for I thought that by it
she meant to accept me suit, and in a bashful way told
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me as she did; when what was my horror and shuma
to read the following words: ‘Tury at Jericho unti)
yowr beard be grown, and then veturn/?

“« Would you believe it, my friend ? — this little inci-
dent beeame known to my acqnaintances, and for shame
I was foreed to leave the conniry; and for eleven years
I ucver suw ould Ireland agnin.” I thougzht that, con-
sid ating his beardless condition, the Irish ghT's answer
was quite Patf to the ogcasion. The rum was now
deeply aflecting my friend’s intelleet; and just as he
was about to recite a “stanza,” I rose to leave, saying
that ¥ could protract my stay no longer, Embracing
me affectionately, and repeating the lines about “tarry-
ing in Jericho until yotir beard be grown,” he bade me
adieu; and the last I heard of him was lig singing at
the top of his veice, © O, whiskey! whiskey is the lifa
of man! O, whiskey for me, Johnny 17 Bidding fare-
well to the rest of the crew, and refusing some picees
of silver wliich old Manucl insisted upon forcing into
my pockets ag fast as T could tako them out, T wont
over the rail, and with the “patren” pushed off from
the vesse]l towardy the city.

About noon on the (ollowing day, tho Uruguay, in
which I hat taken passage, weighed unchor, aml com-
menced the ascent of the river against a strong cur-
rent which made the old boat tremble from stem to
stern. The passengerg on board were 2 motley crowd
— merchants, soldiers, gauchos, and emigranty of ¢very
gize and color. Omne hundred men, women, and chil-
dren from the Basque provinces were on their way to
Paraguay. Two hundred more were soon to fullow in
apother party, they baving already arrived at Bucnos

e e e it s
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Ayres. Tlis immigration was the commencement of 5
plan of President Lopez, who was enconraging Hrench
immigrants to come, rightly Lelieving that they would
«‘benefit his little republic.  Among the Basques whom
I saw waa the wife of Monlez, the president’s inter-
preter, on her retwrn from a Kuropean tour. This lady,
who acted as matron for her countrywomen, spoke
scven languages fluently.  She was enthustastic regard-
ing the prospeets of the new colony.

Late in the afterncon wo passed the islands of Aar-
tin Garcias and Los Dos Iermanos, and entered tha
beautiful Parand, whose current is more gentle than
that of tha lata, The country by the viver is flat,
until we near Rosario, where the Lanks come down Lo
the water’s cdge in the form of sand bills, The under-
growil wad thick in a fow gpots, which served, a few
yoars sinew, ne hiding-plysen Lo the dreided jogoar, nn
amimal whicle is, however, now seldmn met with south
of Sunta 14

At oo on the 80th of Mareh wo dropped aneliot
before the town of 18l Rosurio (the Roswry), having
Leen farty-cight howrs in the trip. I wns paddled
walioro frore tho slenmbear by o native e loyg e,
and suceccded in landing with dry fecet.  Luckily mecet-
ing an Lnglishman, I was dirceted by him to the hiouso
of Mi. G, to whom I had letterg of introduction;
md from bim and his amiable wife, & native of the
country, I received every atiention that cven a lonz
-aequaintance would have warranted,

Rosario, situated in latiLude 23° 567 gsouth, langitude
60° 82 west, is about three handred feet above the
level of the sea. The town contains seven or cight
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thousand inhabitants, the greatest portion of whom
have sprung {rom the Spanish and ladian stock; whila
the analghmation of races has introduced a great vari
ety of shades of complexion, ag well as of chwacter,
amme ng the pepnlation,  ‘The streets, like those of Bue-
nog Ayres, intersect each other at right anples. The
sidewstlks are paved with a cearsc-grained brick, about
fourteen inches long by six broad, and s little more
than an inch in thickness. »
Rostrio has one chureh and two schools, of which
one is a private seminary, aud the other supported by
a public fund. There is also in proeess of vrection a
gmall hospital, 1o coutain two wanrds, one for male and
one for fenmle patients. Tt was neaely finished at tho
time of my visit, and would soon Le ready Lo yeccivo
the poor invalids of the vicinity. This hospital was
erected, without issistance from the aunthoritios, by
muing of o snblweription radsed aumong the wenlthy
aitizens,  The people of Itosmio, unlike the inhabits
anty ol 1most Sproish-Amevican towns, appear to tako
great prido jn the wlvaneement of the plaes, which ig
beginning to rival Snuta I'é, a large town to tho north-
wael, which formerly menopolized tho interior trade;
bt ol Bibu years, i consequence of tho energy of ity
merchants and its proximilty to Buenos Ayres, Rowuwio
has diverted a large portion of the business from Santa
188 to berself, and continnes Lo enconrage it by propos-
ing to build a bridge seventy yards in length acvoss a
river that lies between Cordova and Parand,  If this
cuterprise is nol abandoned, it will attract to Rosario
many caravans which are aceustomed to trade highet
up the river.  The Sabbath prior to iy departure had
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been appointed for a meeting of the citizens to acy
regarding this matter,

A new line of diligences had been rumning for threo
inonths hetween Rosario and Mendoza; they Telimonth
ly, while another lino ran more {requentiy to Cordova,
A town in the interior,

Roszario supports a printing-ofiice anml o semi-weekly
nowspuper; that promises soon to be issued  daily.
Bloopy, sehioenerd, and sk brigs are constantly nrrive
ing und departing; and with all these fcilities for
business and travel, Rosaio, in its presenl growing
candition, will shortly prove the mast importanl lewn
of thu Prvand.

Thoe police force s orginized in the usual South
Americat wanery, wel coneists of o fow mounted vigi-
lantes nrmed with swords, and dressed in pepked cloth
caps, long red ponchos, and pantaloons, uwnderneath
which tho iills of tho cadecncifies (ganeho denwers)
may he scen.

Liko physisians, ey wee allowed o gnllop thede
horses in tho streets, while all others are prohilited,
under peoalty of a fine. o one dollar, from doing so,
Vigilantes, when seht Lo arrest a person, are usually
ueoampauicd by n ighor olicor, wy they oo wn ignoes
rand body of mony d frequently not of the strictest
integrity,

Although Rospario is the seaport, or comumcreial
town, Parand s thie present capital of the Argentine

Jonfederation, A national bauk had, not long before
my arrival, been establishal by the eonfederncy, of
which the headquarters were fixed at Porand, with
brauches in the provinces; but before it had been six
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nonths in operation, the whole affair exploded, as the
confederate stutes, nmlike Buenos Ayres, have liltle or
no revenue,  The govermnent hud also appropristed
siny towards builiding o radlrond flom Cordova to
Mendoza or Copinpo. M Allen Campbell, o well
known North American engineer, was engaged to
superintend  the construetion of the road; hut, in
view ol the poverty of the country, the dangers aris-
ing from elvil warn, the pavelty of emigration Lo the
intérior, and the universal indolenco of the natlives, it
is hardly possible te predict for thig undottaking any
remarkable suceess for many years ta coma,
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CHAPTER VL
A VISIT TO TIIE PAMPA CODNTRY.

HILE awaiting the cxpeeted departure of the
‘/ carts for Mendoza, I vemained with my kind
host and his amiable wils, the GJs. During the in-
terim, I cecupied myscll in becoming acquainted with
the habits of the people. One morning, after I had
been in Rosario for severad days, a North Ameviean —ag
we from.the United States are called — drove into my
host’s patio, and announeced that he had “come to sce
the young clap from the north” T introduced my-
self as the person in question, when he cordially grasped
both my hands, and said that he way glad Lo mect an
old friend agnin; he regarded all from hig own country
w such. o informed wo that bo lived out on Den
B’s estancia, and, having heard that a conntrymian
was in town, he improved the firet opporimmity of vis
iting him. Of course ho had many inguiries to maka
voncerning news from home, which I answered ns well
99 I couldl, and soen we were friends,

Thig man’s eareer had been somewhat remarkable,
& sailor first, then varvionsly cinployed, and now a
“breaker ln ™ of wild colts and mules, he possessed tho
faculty of adapting himsell to all eircumstances pecaling
to the true North American. His expericnees had

;
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heen varied, and he well illustrated in his career the truth
of the old adage, ¥ A volling stone g.tthms no moss.”
ITe wag thorouglity couvummL\HLh all the prenlincities
of pampa life; had observed well the habits of the birds
and animals that live on the plaing; was an adept in
throwing the laszo, and mastering wild eclts and horses.

“ You are here after information, I guess?® interro-
gated my new fiiend.  “1f so, come with me for a few
dayg, and T will show you how to be a gaucho. Dby
shoulders are lame witl being tossed in the safldle
while brenking colts; but the job is throngh with for a
while, and Pl just like to show you abont.”

“ But you have only one ho:s{‘,” Treplied.  “« Whera
can I find another??

« Never miml,” responded Don Duniel, as my fitend”
styled hilinself,  “Jest you mount him; I can get an-
other: I've lots of fricnds arcund the river, and any
one will find me a hoss: if' it comes to tlle wust (worst),
I can find one mysclf?

An extrn blinket was finnished me from the house,
and I placed myself at the dispesal of Don Daniel.

The little iron-gray stallion that was to curry mo
into a strange land pawed and cuyvetted, and seemgd
anxions to he off. The alforjas, or saddle-ligs, hail
been well fitled by 1y Jovely hostess. Don Daniel's
ehifles, ov water-ressels, consisted of two cow’s horng,
cna of which he filled with water for his new armigo,
Don Yankee; the other he flled at a store with aguar
diente for himsolf.

“Don Yankes” anid he, ag he busicd himself about
this important matter, € yon have come from Boston,
the home of temperance doctrines : atick to your colors,
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and don't mistake this horn” .— pointing to the one
filled with liguor —“for the one filled with water. as
there will not be moroe than enough for myself. T iake
it for my lame shoulders by an internal applieation.”

“« Ija mio, adios” ((tod be with you, my son)!l ex-
cluimed the kind-hearted seiiora. “Don’t fall into a
tiseacha bole,” warned hier hiusband ;) and we were off,

Don Daniel bestrode a good-looking horse, that he had
econtrived fo find somewhere,  “TTurey 17 suid ho, elaps
ping spurs to his animal, as we turned a corner. “If that
lazy poréeiio sees ug, there will be no hoss for Don Daniel.”

Althongh we were moving at quite a rapid pace, I
remonstrated with my companion against his using
other people’s horscs without their consent,

ITo ondy Iaughed, aud wnid, © Poli] yon are prrecn, my
boy. Tt is the custom here. When the poriato neads
his hess, he’h take a friend’s animal, as 1T have done,
We are all friends in this country; and Pl send his
lioss back before a week is out.  Now, caro mio, push
yourself just a lectle for’ard, — so, — that’s it ; don’t ride
like a pale, —s0,-—s0: here comes 4 breeae; isn't this
jolly 7 Now I feel that pain in my shoulder: a leetlo
rutn won't hart it; you can try the water-cure.”

And on we galloped over the smootl, grassy plains,
while the sun, resembling a huge ved shield, sank be.
fore us into the grass. ‘

The next day’s travel brought us to the very Leart
of the gancho dominion. As far as the vision extend-
ed, and still Lvther heyond, a level plain, eovered with
grass, spread out, on which vast herds of cactle, tho
wealth of the herdsmen, were feeding.  Ou we rode,
our horscs devouring spuce with almost untiving specd
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Thus fur during our day’s ride we had-not met with a sin.
gle human being,  Nothing possessing life, except cattls
and harses, had we seen. Butat length we fell in with a
large Lierd ; and attending them were two gauchos, sit.
ting on the ground, engrossed in o game of cards, {lieir
horses standing beside them.  As we approached, they
respectiully touched their hats, and wished us a “duenas
dias” (good day). We inquired of them the name of
the owner of the neighboring herds, when they replied
that we were upon the estuncia of Don Carles I3,
in whose service ihey were employed ag peons. Wo
again put our horses to the gallop, and sped an over
the smootl turf.  All duy the same speed was kept up;
for our antmals were true pampa steeds, and scorned a
trot.  Having traversed many miles, we met with an-
other lurd of entde, which, instead of moving from us,
ag did the droves which we passed in the morning,
seemed differently minded. Two or three old buils
left their several companics, and approached the spot
where we drew up our horses.  The old fellows scemed
very courageous, lowering their heads, and shaking
their fong, shaggy locks, as 1f determined to contest onr
passage, or protect thelr wenker companions, who wero
closely huddled behind those pampa kings. We dis-
moumnted, aund, leaving our horses, advanced towards
the bulls. But the moment we touched the groand the
animals assmned another character: as we advanced on
foot towarde them, they bellowed Joudly, and, tuwming,
with their heads down and tails wp, scampered off as
fuist as fear could impel them, the ground trembling

under the tread of hundreds of heavy hoofs,
Dantel laeghingly explained, while we were mount:
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Ing our horses, that, in those distant parts, cattle know
man only when he is monnted uwpon horseback, and
that a gancho on foot is so rarely belield that he is al-
ways mistaken for gome unknown beast of prey.

As night came on, wo dismounted, and, taking
off the recardo, or country saddle, spread it upon tho
grass for a bed; we then hobbled our horses, and, after
mnking a meal off a strip of roasted beef; lay down to
a night's welcome sleep,

At dawn we were again in motion, and, after gallop-
ing 2 mile or two, met a solitary gaucho, who was
chaging 2 herd of eattle.  On our calling to him, he in.
stantly whecled iy borse, nnd, on inquivy, informed as
— for your gaucho is o polite fuliow-—that we were
npon the estancia of Don Carlos 13, ‘

“Don CGarlos]” we exelndinel. ¢ Wy, wo were upon
his estato yesferday, wnd have golloped wany milos
gince then,  Cau it bo that his estuneic i so I:'u'gu?”

“ You” answered the gaucho,  *Don Cidos iy (he
lavgest estancicro within two hundred miles”

«Ilow large is his fiem, then 2 1 asked.

The goucho confessed that he wag ignorant, and
neither did his master kuow; or winny yenrs before a
pampero, or hurricane, catried away the boundary
stakes.®*  And even his estate ig small beskle that of
Candioti, the onee great pampa lord, who posscssed
npwardas of two hundred square leagues of tenitory, and
was owner of nearly a million head of cattle, besicles

* (Jencral Rosas, late president of the Argentine Republic,
owned an eséancia, south of Buenos Ayres, that eontaine] sove
eniy-four square leagues. — Darwin’s Voyage.
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hundreds of thousands of Torses|and mules, Candiofi
lived in Sants 108, and once had pot a real of his own
but befme Lie died he seat asnually to Pern many thou.
samls of mules, and a hundred hea{(il.}*—]adon wagons of
merehandise.  Sinee his deaty, his estate hag been di
vided among his large family of illegitimate children.

As we continued to draw the gaucho out, he warmed
up with his subject, and enthusiasticelly praised his
master, Don Carlos.  ITe dwelt with especinl pride upen
hig great prowess; teld us how he twiee iuflicted deep
wonndy upon the body of Don Vicente Moreno, the
Tamous fighter, on the last feast day. lle informed vs
thot hig great man, « Don Carlos, enn catch a shaven
and grewsed pig by the tail, and shoulder it; ean ride
the wildest bull upon the pampas, until, worn down by
fitigue, it allows the don to Iead it to the corral” In
fino, wo ey amd viriwd wero this gentleman’s accom.
plishments, that we womndered that we had noy heard
of himn before,

I'rrom what we hecard of Don Carles, we imagined
him 10 be.a mighty personage; or at Teast I did, and
Don Danicl pretended to, and believed his dwelling to
be almost a palace, judging by his immense wealth, af
which we had had abundant prooty in eur loag ride.
Sceing that we were struck with the gancho’s enthusi-
nsm, he offeved to lend us to the presence of his mas-
tor, which offer wo accepted. Galloping acrpss the
pampa, we ab st discovered 2 small object, like a speck
in the distance, which the herdsman pronounced to ba
the residence of his master. '

As we drew nenr Lthe house, my previous fine notions
received a gevere shock ; for, instead of an elagant man

6
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gion, with vorandag and towers, wo fouad a hut of
stukes, cornstalks, and mud.,  Pwo or three holes
kaocked through its sides served as windows and ven-
tilators, A few pench-trees grow behind the Luilding s
but they were not planted to supply the fumily with
fruit, but gerved for fuel for tho estancicoro 7 fow trees
grow ow-these pluing suve those plimted for firewood.

Don Curloa came out of his manston ; for tho barking
of no losy than twonty dogs had heraldod oukpppronch,
long before wo reached tho deor, Thsmounting from
onr horses, wo repeanied « golenn Ave Mavia, to which
tho don made some appropriate yeply, and then invited
ns within doors, and intredduced us to 2 dark-complex-
tonol-wortan, whone ho anllod Dofin Blaria, hin wilo,

Muti yerta, the Southh American ten, was brought
out, and served by the Ludy hersell) who, in prepuring
ity reclined on the ground in a position far from graco-
ful, A kettle, ono or two tuwdry North American
chaivy, and an old table, scemed to form the only furni-
ture of the houschold. Our attention was attracted by
sovoral arunin of axon that by seatiered abont tho hul,
und, thinking that they might have Treen kept us relics
of departed favorites, T asked no questions; but I
tearned afterwards that the skulls were pampa chairy,
and were used na snch by the natives.

Tho dor was a small, dark-complexioned man, with
Lack, restless eyes, thal were constantly scanning sur
ronnding objects.  Ilis father was a Spaniard, his
mother an Indian woman. Although he was forty
years old, he had visited the capital but half 2 dozen
times. When he wus absent, he said, his mind wane
dered back te his estancic, and he was not satigtiod
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until ho wag again among his hords,  Thongl. hoypitas
Ble in iy mi\qucr, Lie was a misanthope, end placed
but litde coonfidence in mankind.

When we infouaed our entertainers that we had
eome from North America, we were besed with numer.
0w questions. “ Whero iy North Ameriea?”  «Cna
a man travel there on horscback n Lwo .months??”
“ly it siteated in Kngland or Franco?” «Is your
nwo like vurs?” Wit food do your peoplo cat??
and such other queries were made.

We found that the don’s family was compoesed of
several sons and one or two daughters; but no two
of the children were of the same complexion. I won-
densd ut Wi, i T owas dgnornul of tho fiel thad our
host was a polygamist; and though Dofia Maria acted
ag Lig present wile, and agbother 1o children not lor
own, she never murmured, for her hushand was her
lovd and roaster.

Al these sons were treated alike, and lived together
in perfees contentment, while some of thoe degraded
beingr who bove them aebod s cooks nnd servanls Lo
the houschold, A Diktle eorn was Lotled aud eaten
with ment, without salt; nud after reverently crossing
themselves before the erucilix, which occupied a cor-
ner, the family betook themselves to their saddle-cloths
—for it was now night — Lo rest.

The morning dawned Dbeauntifully upon wa.  As
the heavy mist roiled off the pampas, we beheld the
giachos departing in various directions to their respec-
tive Lierds, for it was their duty to prevent the animals
from straying off the esfancia; and though thousands
upon thousands of cattle bear upon their hides the
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Lrand of the proprictor, it is rarcly that onc iy lost
Each gaucho can reeognize cvery animal that belongy
to his particular herd, let the number be hundreds,

Tho gauchos rcturned to breakfast at about cleven
o'clock, and while they were eating theit beef and
taking maté, I took o walk into the vicinity of our
Lort’s dwelling.  Close 2t hand were twa or thres
lirge staked cnclosures ealled eorvals, into whicl: the
horses wsed by the family were driven nightly for con-
venience’ sake. At the time of my visit, all the ani-
mals save one had been turned ont to graze; this one
remained, 28 is customary, tied to 2 stake throughout
the day, to be in readiness for any cmevgency. The
poor fellow stamils all day withont cating a mouthful
of food. e conld not ecat grain, having learned to
eat nothing but grass; and as hay was an unknown
luxury on the pamipa, he was obliged to wait untll
night came for his food,

As I wandered about the place, my attention was
drawn to the little puarties of animalg grazing avound
me. The oxen were very large, and would compare
most favornbly with thoe finest in Norih Ameriea, The
cows 50 resembled the oxen in roughness of form and
size of limb, that I at onece prououvced them inferior
to our own in beauty. Oot of thousands ol cows npon
the estrmeia, only three were miiked, and these but
onco & doy. These cows, more eivilized than their
relatives upon the plaing, yicld only five or six quarts
of milk daily, and I wondered at their barvenness, but
was afterwards informed by the estanciero that they
gave him all the milk he wanted for cleese, and, there -
fore, he need not care to improve the stock.
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The size ol the horses I noticed to be, on the aver
age, smaller than that of our own animals, though
there were many noble specimens, both of size and
beauty, teeding on the plaing,  These large horses nre
generally selected to rell to Chiliang; for the people
of Chiii prefer lirge animalg, and even frot their horses

' ‘ln somce of the citios.

The pampa horses never fccl the brush or comb;
their coats are rough, and, instead of heavy manes and
flowing tails, they can boast of little in either. In one
thing they can cluim superiority over enr own most
valoalile animals: o pampa horse ean paliop a whole
day with & man upon its back, aud ean endure privae-
ttons that would sovn kill our stuble-reared pets.

When I retarned to the huat, [ informed omr hest
that iu my country animalg are habitually kept housed,
in Letter buildings, in many instances, than his own
residence; amd, morcovery, In place of allowing them
to dwindle to mere skeletons, by Jiving upen dend
pruss in the winter time, as many of his horses did,
they are fed upon an article called hay, — prepared
griss, — mud grow b and sleek on grain,

“ A hat P exelatmed Don Carlos, “horsea in houseg!
Wha cever heard of sueh a thing??  And the look he
gave implied that lis private opinion was that North
Amevicans are greater fools than he took them to be.

It wus nseless to aveue the great valoe of oor horses
In comparisaon with hisy hie could not believe that a
horse cver was worth Lwo hundred dollrsy he had
twaenty thousand, which be valned at {our dollura each,
and torty thousurd horned catile, that he estimated af
eight dollars per head.
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1 wonld here remark that the same kind of cattle
eould have been bought ten years since for half tha
price he estimated his worth; but now the herdsman
had discevered that by slawghtering animals for their
hides thousands have been wasted, and now the do-
mand far excecds tho supply, and the price of raw
bides can never be cheaper than it s at present.

Don Cuarlos, unlike the farmers of the Banda Qrien-
tal, did not believe in sheep grazing; therefore ho
never permitted his flocks to inercase beyond fifteen
thousind,  An offer of fifty cents a head would have
been immedintely aceepted, and when he received the
money, he would have placed it in a goat-skin, with
others of his treasures, and buried it in the ground.

T hud natioed inono o o borraln pomoe curiond
cattle, of a breed unknown to me; on -inquiry I
learned that they were of the Niata breed, which
originated among the Indians of the southern pam-
pas, and was once more namerous than the kind now
common. This breed is seldom met with at present,
and Don Carlos had seeured these in his comad hy
order of a forcigner in Buenos Ayres, who iutenied

“sending them to I'aris.  These animals have low,
heavy forchoends, the lewer part being recurved.  Tha
teeth project from the mouth, the lips being short and
ineapable of being elosed; in fuet, they bear resem-
hlance to pug-nesed dogs. This has the clieet of giv-
ing them & fievee and terrible look.  Qur host remoi-
bered the time when a severe dvought yrevented the
psnal growth of grass, and dried it up; but while
sther cattle lived throngh the scason, many of the
Viata breed were found dead upon the plaing, be
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cauee, on account of the peenliar formation of theis
jaws an’llips, they eould not lay Liold of the grass,

Iacl of the esfaicierd’s danghters had a pet ostrieh,
the two being representatives of both of the South
Ameriean species,  One of these was about as tall as
an average-sized man, the other of the two species
ahout two thirds as tall.  The first-mentioned one was
cuught when young within two iles of the housg
and its specics {s quite common on the pampas; the
suller variety, known to the gavchios aa the Avestruz
tofeze, was bronght from Patagonin, sonth of the River
Negro, by one of General Rosas’s ol soldiors,  Neithor
of these varietics can compare with the preat African
Lird, their foathers heing destitnto of that Leauty and
didieney which hw o tho lst-nmomed Bivd fumons
1 ull countrics.  In fel, the South Awerican ostrichies
are properly cassownvies, a three-toed specics; the
African has but two toes, and is, besides, nearly twice
the size of the others.

As there have been many conflicting and incorrect
necontts prublinhid concerning these bivds, I will hero
give the most interesting, il [ believe correet, infor-
mation that T have been able Lo gather.

The male bind prepares the pest, and i3 obliged
somelines to gather the egas into it, the female oftey
being carcless as to where she deposits them, I have
been told that the made will attack man if the npest ja
dizturbed, leaping up and attempting 1o strile him with
his feet. '

When parsued, the ostrich readily takes to the water,
swinnming slowly but fearlessly ; it has been observed
wigrating from island to island, swinming apparently
without great effort,
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The food of these birds consists of prasses, varoug
roots, and the sweet pod of the algaroba tree, with
which they swallow stones, shells, and other hard sub-
stances, Lo assist in digestion.

In the spring months —in south latitude, Septem-
ber, October, and November — the male solects his
wives, from three to eight in number, and assumes
full control of their movements, fighting oft any bach-
elor bird that may attempt to carry on 2 flirtation with
any of his family. Some gauchos assert that the whole
family of hens deposit their eggs in one nest or its
vicinity. In such eases the egys number frou: eighiteen
to fifty. It would scem that so large a number it wonld
be difficult to eover; but ostrich eggs scem to saffer
but Jittle by neglect during inenbation. _

A gentleman who travelled as fur south as the Rio
Negro states that somo eggs are allowed to remuin
outside the nest, and these are broken by the niavent,
when tho young in tho othews are hatehed, to gitraet
she flies upgn which the chicks feed during the it
fow days ol their lives.

Fleet ol foot, possessed of great endurance, the os-
Lrich s eaptured ouly by tho contivned effovis of sev-
erit) horsemen, who cither drive it in civeles or give it
direct chase, each liorse when tired being relieved by
a fresh amimal ol rider,

YWhen the Lird hus become so exhansted that it exn
Le approached within forty or fifty yards, the boliadvres
— three balls attached to cords of equal lengths, which
ave Tastened to ono thong — are whirled around- ahove
the head of the guucho, until they have attained a
proper impetus, and Jannched at the bird, whose lega
become entangled, and he falls an easy prey,
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The male bird is castly distingaished from the female
Ly his harger bead, and the darker eodor of Iis plamage.
The gaehos sometimes kill them for food, eating the
wings and feet ouly.

1 had bieard of the method by which wild colts are
rendered submissive, and requested Don Carlos to yier-
mit me to witness the operation, The gauchos had
finished thelr meal, and as they were about to depart
for the pampas, we saddled our horses, and, mounting,
were ready Lo aceompany them, Ou the fellows gal-
loped like the wind, swinging the ends of their bridles
over their heads, and shouting boisterously to cach
other, Three miles were quickly passed over, and we
Arew up before n lerd of severnl Lonired animals,
nearly all of which were mothers with theiv feals. A
beantiful young mare attracted my attention, and 1
must conless I wished to possess her, I desived the
don to sciect her for the one to andergo the breaking-
in process. I saw at once that I had made a fw pes,
for alb the gaachos burst into o loud langh, and de-
clared that “ North Amcerieans nmst bo gueer people,
Who ever heard of training a zeare to the saddle?”
“AWhy ) ” exclaimal anolher, with & eentemptoous eurl
of L lipy, *do you worl niares in your country? Why,
man, I wonld as soun think of putling a saddle apon
my poor old mother’s back, and forcing a bridle into
her mouth, as of breaking in a tmare/ The poople
of North Ameriea ave savages!”

Marves are respected in the country of the herds-
man, and it s econsidered an ungrateful and indecent
zet 1o require labor of the mothers of horses.

Sceiug that, through ignorance, I had lowered my
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gelf in tho opinion of the pampa lord and his follow:
ers, I eonclnded to hold my peace in future, and await
cvents without trylng to shape them. At last Don
Cailos selected a fine young horse, and pointed it out
to ouo of liis snen ny a fit subject for his skill.

The gancho loosened the lasso from Lehind hiw, and
made the ronning noose, which is held in ono haud,
while in 1o other are grasped gevernd coils ready to
ran oub wl the propar mgment, 'Phe vietim wan wep-
arated from the drove, and the horse hestrode by tha
gaucho started after it with the vapidity of the wind,
The fagitive strained every nerve to distance his pur-
suer; but a3 a trained horse, if mounted by a herds-
man, can genevally overtake o free one, however flect
he may be, the lasso svon left the gancho’s hand, his
horse wheeled, and braced his feet for a shock which -
i ingtant ocowrred, the noose actbling over the heud
of tho wictim, and cheeking him i his flight so sud-
denly that he fell in o sommset upon hig bacek.

AL fivst tho colt wag stunned by the b bud, re-
covering, e nrose to big feel, ind began palling vpon
the lasso until his eycs seeqicd ns il abont fo stavt fron
their sockets. A sccond gaucho now gilloped Lo the
"assistance of bis friend, sud, skilfully throwing his Lisso
aronnd the hind legs of the vietim, started away in
another direction, by which wmovement tho eolt was
thrown to the gronnd, and his hind legs stretehed out
to their full Tength,  The feet were now tied together
with a strip of hide, the lnssocs were removed, and iha
poeor animal was helpless on the ground, and pauting
with fear.

But the real work of breaking him in was yet to be



TAMING WILD COLTH, 111

done. A sadidle was placed apon his back, and a picce
of lagso thrnst into kis mounth to serve as a Lridle; the
bouds on his feet were then Joosened enough to permit
him to risc to hig fect, and two men held him by the
ears, while his cyes were being covered with a poncho,
The question, “Who Is to ride Lim ?” wag hardly asked
hefore 2ach gaucho usserted his rigut to a scat upon
his lack, .

Tho younpost son of tho csteieicrs wis soloctod o
prove Lis horsemanship Lo the Norvth Amerieang,  1To
jumped into the saddle with a determination to con-
quer, and shouting, “Let gol” drove his sharp iron
spurs into the animal's flanks. The eolt did not move
a muscle, but scemed overwhelmed with astonishment
and fear,

Another application of the spurs secimed to reeall
him to his senses.  Ile backed slowly, and then plunged
forward with astonishing foree, reso upon his hind Tegs,
and then fell to the pround, turning and twisting hig
body in every conceivable contortion, hut to ne pur-
pose; his fubure naosier was upon hins, nnd L wad ko=
less attompting Lo uiscat bine The beust new nitempt-
cd a new course; he dashed forward in a gallop acrose
the plains, moving with a speed that ondy fenr and rage
eould give him. We followed as fast as our horses
canhi travel; but he distaneed ns, antil, stopping sad-
denly, he plunged, rvoaved, kicked, and primeed in his
eflorts to unseat his rider; but at every movementythe
steel spurs of the gancho stung him .n the lanks. An
hour passed, bmt the eolt was untamed, and he now
atternpted another plan for procuring his freedom,
Bending hig neck until his nose touched the ground,
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and throwing his legs together, hé jumped into the ain,
throwing his rider at each jump nearly two feet abovo
his saddle.

“Now comes the vuello malo” (bad turn), shouted
Dun Carlos; < 1bok, Aéje mio/” The colt’s nose again
touched tho ground; ho then attempted to throw a
summersanlt; he almost suceceded ; if be had, he wounld
have crushed the boy; but the rider awatelhied the
right opportnnity, and adjusted the position and weight

of his body, so that the horse was furced to settle upon
hiy foet, when ho ngain broke into a gallop; hat his scep
waa fecble, and his strength gone, and ho would fain lie
ipon the grass if his terrible perseeutor would permit.

His grout oxcerlions at longth overpowered lim, mnid,
conquercd, ho allowed tho guucho to digmouut, aml
place a halter over his head.  'What a change had come
over the animal that twe hours before was gulloping
over tho plaing with the freedom of the wimds! 1o
gtood perlectly still, his eyes closed; his flanks wero
covared with swout, which rolled o' his hody in Targo.
dropg; Dloed oozed from e wounds inilicted by the
spur, and trickled down hig Nmbs; the nostrils were
dilated, and bloail wag seen abont the nose and moutl;
every vein ateod prominent upon his swollen body, and
his whole appearance was that of intense suffering and
fear.. _ '

#¥What o cernel system!” T involuntarily excluimed.
tTI8w the poor animal has snflered !?

Tho gaucho again Ianghed, and answered, “Why do
you pliy him ? he is worth but three dollars. There are
plenty more better than this one.”

The young conqueror of cightcen led home his prize,
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and placed it in the coreal, where it lay fir several
darys, unablo to stand, ety or sleep,  Bueh is the courso
of training, or breaking in, of wild colts, At the expi-
ration of tea days after the first lesson tho animal is
again vidden, and o hind leason complotely Lronks hhin,
when ho s ineronsed {illy conts I vadue, which sum i3
patl the gaucho for hig trouble, amed the pains ho has to
cndure from the conflict.*  OF conrvse the coll’s niouth
i too tender to bear the hard ivon bit for many days,

After wo retnrned to the Douse, the gauchos, to fur.
ther show their prowesa and accomplishiments, prepaved
for somu of their favorite gunes.  Ifirst camo the trial
of “breasting horses.”

Two gauclios mounted their steeds, and, aftor receiv-
ing and answering the proper challenge, separated,
taking stands about forty rods apart. At a given sig
nal, they spurred their horvses, and, as if bent on de-
atroying each otheryrushed with the grontost. foreo their
steeds togother, breast to breast.  SBo great was the
eoncussion, that the riders were forced from the ani-
mals’ backs, and tambled, half stunned, to the ground,
But they quickly recovered ; and, ws both were anxiony
far a seeond Deind, they mounted again and dashed tos
goether, this dine only one being unseated, but he was
80 larne that he declined a third Lial,

Next eame the trial of erowding horses,

Two monnted ganchos placed their beasts side by
side, and, spurring the animals on the flanks, cach strug-

* In conversntion wilth many gnuchos who break in eolts for
the estancieros, I have been informed this is the price paid them
for their laber, and in bard times even a less sum is paild.  This
was iu the far interior of the pampa provinces. — Author.
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gled to crowd the other, Tho horses secrued to shara
their riders’ spirits, and at last one little beast erowded
his opponeut up to the door of the cook-house, and
finally throungh i6.  This was lullowed by another game

A bar was placed across the corral entrance, at about:
the height of the horse’s hond. A gancho mounted,
and then retived several rods from the 601‘1‘:1], when he
turned, and galloped towards the gate, and, without
checking his speed, throw himsclf out of the saddle,
and, passing with the horse under the bar, regained his
seat, without having lelt the animal or tonched the
ground. Loud applauge followed the achievement, and
others followed in the gnme, all’ with good success.

As I had seen, in the early part of the day, the skill
with which the gaucho can throw tho lasso, Don Carlos
expressed the desire to show his skill with the bolia-
dores. Mounting his horse, and removing the hree
balls whicli were fastened to the peak-of his saddle, hie
gave chase to a cow, and, when within thirty or forty
yards of lier, whirled the balls around his head with
great force, and cast tem towards her.  Away they
flew throigh the air like chain-shot, and, fastening
themselves about the hind Jegs of the fugitive, tumbled
her to the ground in an instant.

The three bolicdores are made of round stones, en-
closed in hide covers; they are attached to the lasso
by long sincws of animals, Woodeu balls are used
when it is feared that stone doliadores might break the
legs of the antmal or bird to Le eaptured.

Fstancia life has a degree of loneliness and guict
that would be urbearalide to any one but .those whao
have booen reaved in it, or have lived in places. similat
in character to tho surrounding conntry,

¥
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On the estancia lives tho proprictor and his family,
elone in the solitude of the plaing.  Around them is
onc continual monotony, with no moving thing, as far
as the cye can reach, save the herds that graze in the
vicinity of the house, Duay after day the same rontine
ie followed, until, from very hubit, it becomes a seconi]
nature. The young herdsman has the few characters
around him to imitate; and as ke eces but little of the
ontside world,— and then only when some dia de fiesie
atéraets him to the neavest village,— he grows up an
exact copy of his faither; so fr ag character and general
mental gualities go, a veritible # chip of the old block.”
Therelore, when we take inlo consgideration the isolated
life of the gauchos, we silould wiilingly pardon somo
of their many failingy.

The gnuchos of the towns give no more correct lden
of their panpa brethren than do the domesticated In-
dians of our western country al' the snvage tribes of Lhe
prairies and forests before the arrival of the pilgrins.
It is ouly away upon the vast plaing that the gaucho fs
found in the same halfeivilized state that Lic was in
fifty years ago,

A distinguished  Argentine statesman amd anthor,
wishing to iy civilize the gauchoy, formed & society
for the purpose, to which many of the leading estanci-
¢ros of the province of Buenos Ayres lent their inilu-
ence. It was the oljeet of the soeiety, fhrst, to persuado
the herdsmen to eschew all gewgaws, sueh as silver
mountings for their bhorses, trinkets, the peeniiar cos-
tume of the pampas, the poucho, ehiropa, frilled draw-
ers, wido Delt, aud colt-skin boots. Afier they had
effected their fivst object, and dressed the fellows ip
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pantalonns, coat, and hoots, they intended to offer tnem
the means of education and enlightenment, by means
of téachers, books, &e.  The plan has not been carried
out, and, according to the last accounts {rom the coun-
try, it iad not met wich any real cocouragement. The
gaueho will still be a gaucho, in gpito of Wl the cffurty
of philanthropists to educate him.

Tho clinrcter of the gauche is 2 emious combination
ol duceity superstition, minl hespitafivy, the fter nog
roal, but only assitmed, with the expectation of gain or
reward,  Though they show aversion to mmnal laboy,
and are gencrally proud-spirited (partiealarly in the
provinees of Buenos Ayresand Corlova), they ave easily
amused ; the guitar and mazes of the dance possess
wbrong aliraetions for Lhumy, and thoy will enter into
{a zamba cucce with o wonderful degree of interest.

The gauchos exhibit a ecombindtion of the customs
of othier countrics. They use tho lusso afier the man-
ner of the Mexican wegrero.  Micrs shows that their
habit of cooking meat upon a stick or ivon spit (sedor)
came from the Moors, through Spain, They have bor-
rowed several of Lheir customy from the uboriginal in-
habitants, — the use of the yerbn, sncking it through a
tube from the gourd, the maté, also that formidable
weoapon, the doliadores, and the lariat, or lasso, which ig
used by the pampa tribes and Patagonians,

The estancic lifo is best fitted to develop the true
gaucho eharacter; there is a freedom of feeling cxperi-
enced in coursing over the boundless pluins thuu is
peculiarly agreeable to hin,

A little sketch of estancia life will, perliaps, not prove
uninteresting to the reader,
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Iirst, regarding the right of possession and equality
of standing of the members of the faily relative to tho
property npou which they live. .

The estancie is generally lelt by will to the wife and
children, the wifo one third, tho boys and girls equnl
phares.  Somectinies she who hay been enlled wile, iy
not legally entitled to the name; bat this maiters lit-
tle; shie had the right of the property while her spouse
livaly, andd the wano wile follows alter Jdenth, nnlesy
specially mentioned in the last will and testament, by
lier lord, to the contenry, The members of the family
ravely divide the property, bul live together as beforo
the head of the fomily died, each member consolting
the others before maoking any sales of slock, &e.

The peons, ar Inborvees, that live upon the esfancid,
rise hall’ an bour belore sunrise, take o maié withous
gugar (unless the proprietor is unusually considerate),
and at sunrise scleet the horses from the drove in the
cortal. A portion of the mumber mount, and gallop
off to their respective herds, to seleet n new pasturage
ground, and to prevent them from straying away.

The remaining peons sclect the hall-broken colts,
and, after tying thein to stont stakes, entangle the ani-
mals with coils of the lasso, tripping them off their fect,
and rolling them on the grommd.  Thiv is to teach tho
young horse to be gentle under dillicnltices, or, in other
words, not to prauca awd kick wheu anything touches
the heels. '

At abont cight or nine o’clock the peons return, and
reporl. to the erpataz (foreman), or to the estwncicrn
Limseld, the condition of the animals under their respeos
tive supervizsions., The daily ration is then given theny

7
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which they cook and eat.  Perhaps a colt or mols is ta
be vidden for the first time; il so, this exercise {ollows
their breakfust. At noon the peons return {o the ittle
shaitties that surround the dwelling of their master
and, afler taking a few maiés, and perbaps another
asade, they stretch thomselves upon the ground to en-
joy the siesta howr, which, however, often becomes
hours in length,

The last departure to the plains ocenrs abont three
o'clock, and all the twen return abont dusk; they sup
ou the simple roast, drvink a few matés, then roll them-
selves up in their ponchos, and sleep soundly, with
only a skit or hide beneath them, until, from habit,
they awalke at the usual hour, and commence the dutics
of another day.

The Sabbaths and {east duys are strictly kept by the

“ganebos in their own peculiar way.,  They consider it
wrong to work on these days, and when they de; a fine
is imposed upon the oftenders, But it {s perfeetly al-
lowable for men and women to dance, gamble, and
fight upon.a feast day, If the traveller s by any chance
in ono of the sl mud towns in” the panpa edunlry,
he will see gauchis gnllop np into the place lrom esten-
ctas ten, fifteen, and even twenty leagues distant,

They pass tho day in testing hovsemanship, stealing,
pitting fighting-cocks, confessing sins to the padres, and
not nufrequently the grand finale is a gencril mélde,
from which few escape without a wound. On such
oceasions, he who can purvticulinly distinguish hunself
a8 9. diabla ig gencrally treated by the crowd, who ply
him wilh agecardiente, and other liguors, until he sonie-
times mistakes {ricnds for fves. A fine of twenty dol
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[ was once fmposed on Sabbath and feast-day break
crs, — those who were caught at work.

As the priests. had many saintg to distinguish by
honoring them with partienlar days, the list reseived
continual acquisittons. St Jolin's day, St. Paul’s day,
Buinl this one, and Saint that, cheated the laboring
classes of the towns ont of a living; for all these days
were better adapted for losing money than for acquir-
ing it. Bus Genera) Rosas ent down the long list of
holidays to the numboer now observed, whieh is more
vhan Targe enongh for a fiir share of frelic and pioty.

When dressed in full vegalin, the herdsinan’s appear-
ance i8 very pleturesque: in plaes of pantaloons he
wearg # chiropd and caleoncillas. The former is a
sgnare pices of cloth drawn about the thighs, anfl fas-
tened around thie walst with a belt; i descends as far
as the knces, from which downward the leg iy coverad
with the caleoneilles, n wide pair of linen or cotton
drawers, flnely worked, and ornamented with two or
three frills.  The feet are encased in n pair of dotus de
poire, being the skin stripped from the Jeg of a colt,
and rubbed witil it as become soft and pliable.  The
heels are decorated with a paiv of ivon or silver spurs,
of huge praportions, that ratile and jingle asthe gaucho
moves abous, A shirt, poncho, auld hat complete the
costuine, ’

IFor vrnament and use, the gancho earries a long
knife, pliced erosswise in his belt behind.  The hilt ix
very broad, and contains pockets to hold tobaceo, Nling
and steel, mud Lo of tindery the outside of the dira-
tlor, s the belt i enlled, is covered with silver and base
dollavs, that ave the guucho’s pride,
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Upon a feast day the fellow decks out his horse with
silvor ornaments, and rides forth to see and to be scen.
Not wafrequently his wife rides behiud him, seated
upon 1 poucho kuid upon the horse’s croup; bt she iy
inferior to his horse in the estimation of the vider, upon
which animal is Iavished almost all the wealth (if he is
poor) of the owner.

We passed a most pleasunt day with Don Carlos,
and when we retived to our couches we {ult that the
visit liad been well worth the time it Tad eost.,

On the next morning, 23 soon as etiquette woull
permit, we bade adieu o our host and his family, and.
moeunting our horses, commenced our long ride back
to Rosario.

Nothing occurred of importance, or that would in-
terest the reader, and the next day we were welcomed

cordially by the G.’s, my friends at Rosario.
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CHAPTER VIIL.
LIFE ON THE PAMPAS,

4 T sunrisc on the day buat one fullowing that men-

tioned ut the close of the precediug chapter, 1

leit the louse of my hospitahle fiiend, after bidding

frewell to my mminbie hostess, and proceeded with

M G to a plaze on the ontskirts of the town, from

wiicnce all troops of carts or mules take their depar-
Lure for the interior provinees of the country.,

We entered the square in time te find Don José
Leen Pervern, the patron or owner of the caravim, who
was reclining upon o skin beneath the cuwrt that con-
tained his persanal property, enjoying Lis cigarito, and
finishing hig fith maed,  This gentleman received hia
visitors with a pompouns wave of the hand, and requess-
ed us to be seated, pointing at the saane time to an old
wheel Tying not fur ofl' upon the ground.

Some minutes having passed in exchanging compl-
ments, afler the manner of the country, Mr. G, informed
the patron that he had with Lim a yonng man who
hiwed come framy S8 Norde with the intention of cross-
ing the pampas, and that he proposed sceompanying
the enrvan on foot; moreover, as he was inexpen-
enced, it wonld be necessary to place him hencath hig
(Don Josd’s) protecling care. At mention of ny crosy
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ing the plains on foot, Don José, with a stare of astons
ishmens, declared it could ot be done. To the sceond
proposition — that of his agsuming my guardianship
~—he acquiesced, however, and mentioned upou what
terms I could nccompany him,  For the use of a horsa
(in case I should nced an animal), and a place in a
earh for my baggage, seventeen dolbivs would be ve-
g.ired of me~—a g suflicient (o have purchased two
ordinary horses, al the prices which they then wero
gold ut, _

 Your dollars were demanded for the supply of ment,
of which I was to have an ample allowanee; and be-
gides this sum, o fee of one dollur way Lo be given to
a native — u fellow of villanous appesrance —who was
to be my compefiere {(companion) and cook. It was to
be his particular dnty to sce thut his protégé was well
attended, well fed, and guarded from all harm if the
Indians should attack the coravan.  OF course T was
toe believe that great valor would be exhibited, wnd
much blood be spilled, by the brave individoal who
was to be my protector. My new guardian and the
other drivars of the cuts differed widely from the -
habitunts of the pampa provinees.  They belonged in
the northern parl of the republice, in the distint prov-
inee of Santingo, and spoke the ancient kinguage of
their fithers,— the Quichun, — while the patron and
two or three natives of the lower states contersed
in \he Spauish or common langnage of the eountry,
Knowing that T should be wuable to converse with Don
José or his peons while upon the journey, I nunle a
numbsor of inguiries in refation to the manner of liv-
ing, and what I might expect on the trip, all of wlich,
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w.th the assistance of Mr. G, were compmehended by
the natives, and I was answered thab luxurious living,
sympathizing fiiends, and uwnalleyed cujoyment wero
to be the accompmiments of my journey across the
pampas.  The anxiety that bad eaused me many sleeps
less nights previons to the interview with the pairon
and his Indian peons now disappearved, ind T looked
forward to opportunities fvr gleaning, in a rich field, a
harvest of information and valualile facts not yet fanil-
iar to my adventurons countrymen.

Motters having been settled by my paying Don José
in advinee the full demands ke made, Mr. G. took me
askdey mnd prayed God speed me onmy way, “If yon
have money with you,” suid lie, “ by no meuns let it be
scen, as these drivers do not bear a good name, and
they would not seruple to rob you should opportenity
ofler. The petron T lelieve to be honest, and while
be is with the troop you have mothing to fear” lle
then bade me furewell, pressed my band cordiatly, and
we parted,

Towards noon about one hundyed oxen were driven
inta the plaza, when cach peon, having reccived his
allotted six, conducted them to his cart. A picee of
tough wood, six or sgven feet in length, five inches in -
wildth, and threc in thickness, served as 2 yoke; it was
laid on the neek, just back of the animal’s horns, and
lashed sccurcly to them by a loug strip of raw hide,
thus causing the whole strain to come upon the head
and neck, instead of upen the ghoulders, as i3 custoni-
ary with eattle that are yoked as iu the United States,

The carts were most cambrous afluirs, and in appear-
atice were not unlike a ranche, or native hut, set upon
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wheels, The body consisted of a framework of sticks
covered upon the sides and back with small reeds, and
roofed with cattle hides, which rendered them scenre
against the heaviest rain.  The carts, whieh probalily
exceeded twelve feet in length, were only four fuet
wide, nnil, Licing mounted upon two wheels of extraor-
dinary diameter, were sufliciently novel and striking Lo
my uneducated oyes. The only iron used in their con-
struction consisted of o few serapy used Lo shrenglhen |
the nave of the wheel; all the other parts were fas-
tened together by bands of hide, and wooden pins.
The heavy tongue rested upon the yoke of the fivst
paiv of oxen, and from it ran long ropes of hide,
which comhected with the yokes of the sceond pair
and leadera

The mcthod of driving the oxen practised by these
peoplo is most barbavous,  There projects, a ftw feet
from tlic roof, rmnning {orward of the eart, & portion
of the ridge-pale, from which is suspended, by a piece
of Iansso, a beeket that swings Lo and fio with the mo-
tion of the eart. This beckel supports o heavy cane,
newdy thirty feet in length, having at the end a ghap
iron nail that serves to guicken the movements of the
leaders; above the second pair is another goad, diller-
ing from the first by projecting from a wooden cone
that hdangs beneath the cane-pole,

This instrament is called the picano grande, and it
requires a skilful hand in its guidance, in conscquence
of its weight and the constant oscillatory motion when
the wagon i3 movina, The dviver holds one end in
his right hand, and, by constant throsts, drives it nto
the animals without mercy. By lifting the end of tho
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pleano, the part ontside the becket is lowered, and the
perpendicular goad touches the backs of the sccond
pair, while in his left hand the driver holds the picano
clito (little goad}, and spurs the tongue oxen, or those
nearcst the wagon, upon which the severest labor fallg,
LThe principle upon which the eattle ave guided is also
peculiar, IF the dviver wishes the ox to turn to the
left, the goad is applicd to that side, and the animal
oltows the direction pricfed wpon him; if to the
right, the pécano is applugd Lo that side, with a similar
result. I have scen the unfortunate beasta goaded
mil the blood trickled from theiv wounds; but still
they followes] the instriment, upon whichever side they
felo its sharp sting. With smadl earts, having but one
pair of oxen, the driver sils upon the yoke and tongne
nf the vehicle, picano in hand, with his Jegs coiled be
neatl hin & do Turque.

Lverything was in readiness for the journey, but the
butcher hind not wrived with the meat for provisions,
a delay at which the pairon gave vent to many a car-
raanbe of impatience.  Shortly, however, a litile, vick-
elly, two-wheeled curt, lashed together with strips of
hide, was driven into the plaza, and its owner distrib.
uted the cexpeeted mweat among the different carts,
While he was thus employed, some women, carrying
o little tinsel-covered Santa, passed avound the cara-
van, and cach peon devoutly kissed the garments of
ihe image, to insure, as I supposed, a prosperous jowrney.

At st the enravan commenged its maveh, and wu
bade farcwell to Resario and to eivilization, Don José
the patron and Don Manuel the capalaz leading the
garavan, on horseback,
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First following them were, ereaking lowdly, fourteen
clumay carts loaded with yerba, sigay, ivon, and other
merchandise.  Next cune filiecy or bwenty spare oxen,
ag maany horses, with about a dozen mules, driven by
an old guide, Lwo youngsters, and the earpenter of the
troop, who alse aoted as assistant capatar. 1 walked
in advance of the pairon, though le advised we to
enter the cart, a9 waiking, lie snid, was injurious to
the aystem.

Our course lay over o level country covered with
fine grasy, whicl, having beer pastured by eatlle, was
very short.  After journcying four miles, we came to
a halt; the oxen were unlashed, and ailowed to feed
by the roadside, while the men kindled o five of this-
Ues, ronsted a strip of meat, and took their gomds of
Paraguay tea.

The manner of cooking meat on the ppmpas is wortl:
a moment's attention.  Alier an animal lus been killed,
the meat is eut into picees, withont any regavd 1o anat-
omy, or 1o tho buteher’s “regular ents,” and an ivon
spit eatled the wseder i run mgimdiedly rongh
cach sirip.  The wsador is stuck iuto the ground close
by the fire, and, being carefuily watehed, the stonk 1
grmlunlly covkvibin o pmuner that wonkd gain no dis-
credit inoa welbvepalated kitchen, The result of “ihin
method of cooking is that none of ibe juices of the
meat are lost,

When onr asedos wore sufliciently vonsted, the
chicf tovk them from the flrg, and, diving the point
of the spit into the ground, invited me, with a pro.
fuund salaam, te comunenca my rvepast. Cutting 4
enall picce from the ronsted strip, and taking it upou
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the peint of my kuile, T pot it, a3 a matter of course,
into my mouth. At this the group around me hroko
into a boisterous luugh, and one swarthy fdlow volnu-
tecred hig services in-teaching me how to eal. & la gaw-
cto.  Drawing from his bele that inseparable compan.
ion which the ganclio never parts with —a long knife
— the fellow eut oft o steip of meat, and, holding we
cwl with his fingers, dropped the other into his mouthy
then followed a quick upward stroke with the knife, so
close 1o hig lps that T involuntinily started, severing
the aneat, and Jeaving o Linge picce between his tecth,
This feat was sccomplished so eapidly that it aston-
shed mes but as [ found that it was the universd
custom anwny the peons, Iattempted to imitate then,
But en the first trial the bhule of my knife eame in
contact with the end of my nose, eatting it enough to
draw Dlood. At this a oud lanch went throngl the
gronpy, at the expense of “Bostron the gringo,” which
nine they insisted upon eslling me, notwithstanding
-my cltorts to show that Boston, and not Dostron, wus
my native city.

Alter the usual sfeste, we continued our journcy.
Naothing of importanes acearrod  until sousel, wiien,
as 1 planced acrosg the plado, i seemed Lo b vice be-
coing endowed with life.  As the sun sank below the
horizon, the owners of invwnerable little burrows,
which T Lad noticed through the greater part of the
afternoon all over the piains, cane out of the holes in
such nunbers ns to astonish the uninitinted, As I
waiched one of the holes, T saw first a little round
head, calivened by a paiv Of bluck, twinkling eyey
peeping aut; then followed a dusky body, and, finally,
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the animal, having become satisfed that om: intentiona
were not unfriendly, sat by his doorway with the preats
est nonchalance imaginable; but in a moment, alter
observing us curiously, he scampered off to juin the
huanilreds, if not thousands, that were playing about
in the grags around us,

Bometimes we saw an old female trotiing along with
four or five young ones on a visit to n neighbor; and
freqnently wo saw some of these rewnfons, in which,
while the old people were exchanging ecomplinents,
the juvenile members of the fumily chiased cach other
maerrily aboeut tho meonnds

These antnals, which bore some resembinnee to the
marmots, were called by the natives bizeacka. The
species is the Lagostomus trichodactylus of natural-
ists. Tts habits we similar to those of the proper
marmots; in size it exceeds the opossum of North
America. ' '

About the entvance of the burrows Tuoticed that »
quantity of rubbish is usually ecollected, such as the
bones of decensed relatives and of other anhmals,
mixed with thistles, rocis, &c¢. These bizeachas aro
found all over the pumpas, as fir south a8 the confines
of Patagonin, beyond which, however, they have never
boen observed.

The singular habit of collecting all compmet sub-
stzmees about their burrows seems peenliae to these
animals, A traveller’s waleh, which had Leen lost,
was fouad at the enteinge to one of their doniieiles,
the animals having dragged it from the camp near by,

Darwin says the dizeache is found as far north na
30° south latitnde, and “abounds even to Mendozy
and is there replaced by an Alpine species.”
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Jt is not an inhabitant of the Banda Orviental, cast
of’ the TTruguny iver

The following acconnts of North American species
will be Jateresting to the reader, since they give a
good idea of the habits of nearly allied species. Au-
dubon and Bachman, in thelr Quadrupeds of North
Awerien, say of the prairie dog, “This noisy spermo-
phile, or marmot, is fonund in nnmbers, sometimes hun-
dreds, of Gunilies tagether, living in burrows on the
praivies;  and their galleries e go extensive ag to
render riding among them quite unsafe in many places,
Thelr hinlatatons ave generally enlled dog towns, or
villages, by the Endims and teappers, and are deseribed
as being interseeted Dy streets (pathways) for their
aceommodation, and a degree of neatness and cleantis
ness i preserved.  These villages or communities are,
however, sometimes infested with  rattlesnakes and
other repuiles which feed upon these apimals. The
burrowing owl (Swnia cuniewlarie) is alse found
among them,  Oceasionally these marmots steod quite
erect, ind watehed our movements, and then leaped
into the air, all the time keeping an eye on us, Now
and then, ene of them, after coming out of hig holeg,
issued a long and somewhat whistling note, perliaps n
call or invitation Lo his neighbors, as several came out
in a few moments,  They are, as we think, more in the
habit of Teeding by night than in the daytime.”

Licutenint Abert, who observed the prairie dog in
MNow Mexice, says it docs not hibernate, “but is oat
all winter, 28 lively and ns pert as on any sununer
day.”  Anotlier observer states that it “closes accu-
vately the mouth of its fnrrm-.:, and censtroctg at the
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bottom of it a neat globular cell of fine dry grass
having an aperture at the top sufliciently large to ad-
mit a finger, and so compactly put together that it
might almost be rolled along tho ground, unire
Jured,” _

Perhaps diferent winter temperntures in different
localities may govern the habit of hibernatton.

The following sketcl, from IKendall’s narrative of
the Texan expedition to Santa Fé, is so interesting
that 1 present it to tho rowdor; —

“«We sat down upon a bank, under the shade of a
mesquit, and leisurely smrveyed tlio scene before us.
Our approach had driven every one to his hona in our
imigediate vieluity, but at the distance of gomo hun-
dred yards the small mound of carth in front of cach
burrow was occupled by a praivie dog, sitting erect on
bis hinder legs, and coolly looking about for the cause
of the recent commotion.  Fvery now aud then, some
eitizen, more advesturous than his neighbor, would
leave his lodgings, on a lying visit to o ftieud, appar-
enbly exchange a fuw waords, and then scamper Dack a8
fagt ag hin legs weuld curry him. By and by, as we
kept perfeoly still, some of our near neighbors were
seen cantiously poking their heads from out their holes,
looking crafiily, and at the same time inquisitively,
about them,  Gradually a citizen would emmerge from
tha entance of his domicile, cotne out vpon his ghser-
vatory, peek his hoad couningly, and then ¢ mmence
yelping, somewhat alter the manner of a young puppy,
n quick jork of the tail accompanying each yelp. 1t is
this short bark alone that has given them the mane of
dogs, a8 they bear no more rescmblance to that ani
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mal, cither in appearance, action, or maaner of living,
than they do to the hyena. -

“Prairie dogs are a wild, frolicsome, madcap set of
fullows when andistwbed, uncasy, and ever on the
move, and appear to take especial delight in ehatter
ing away the time, and visiting {from hole o hole fo
gaossip nnid talk over each other’s aftaivs; at least, so
their acliotns would indieate, When they lind a pood
Ineation for a village, and there is no water in the im-
wedinto vicinity, olil hunters say they dig aowell to
supply the wants of the comnuwmity.  On several aces-
sions T erept elose to their villiges without being ob-
pervad, to waleh their wovements,  Ihreetly in tho
centre of one of thom I noticed a very lwgo dog,
which, by bigactions, and those of his neighbors, seemed
the chicf or Lig dog of the village. For at least i hour
1 watehed this village; during this time the large dog
recelved at {east a dozen visits from his fellow-dogs,
who woulll stop and chat with him a few minutes, and
then run off to theii holes. ANl this while e never
lefl his geat at tho entrance to his home, and I thought
that 1 coukl perccive a gravity in his deportment not
digscernible in these by whom he wag surrounded,  Fur
is. it from e te say that the visits be received were
upon business, or had anything to do with the local .
government of the village, bt it certainly appeared so.”

The bizewche does not live alone, for in each burrow
I found a pair of smnll owls, of Lhe speeies known by
the name of the ¥ Burrowing Owl of South Awmeriea®
(dthene ewnicularia, Molina).  As these birds are
goimicwhat paculiar in their hubity, and some fow crrote
have erept into the writings of various autbors regard
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inge them, I will, for the information of those interested,
present the following sketeh of their habits, the result
of observations which T maule during my long journey.

I first mot with this owl on the bunks of the River

San Juan, in the Banda Odentad, one hondred and
twenty miles west of Montevideo, where a {ew pairs
were observed devouring mice and inseccts during the
daytime.  From the river, travelling westwird thirty
wilvs, T did not meet o single individuasl, bub alter
crossiug the Tas Vuens, and coming upon a sandy
wasto covered with scattered trecs and low bushes, I
again wet with several.
- Upon the punpas of the Argentine Republic they
are found in great nnmbers, from o few miles wesl of
Rosario, on the Thaeand, Intitude 82° 567 south, to
the vicinity of San Luis, where the pampas ond, and a
travesin or saline desert, commenees,

On these immense plaing of grass it lives in company
with tlie dizcacha. The Labits of thls bivd ave gaid to
be the same as those of the gpecies that tnhabits the
vaoles of the nurmots wpon the praivies of western
Nortl Americn.  But this i not strictly correet, for
one writer says of the northern specics, “ we have no
evidenee that the owl and marmot habitually resort o
—oue burrow 37 and Say remarks that “ they were either
commuon, though uniijendly, residents of the snme habi-
tation, or that our owl was the sole occupant of a
burrow acquired by the right of conguest” In this
sespect they differ from (heir South American rela-
tves, who live in perfect hrmony with the dizeacha,
and duving the day, while the latter i sleeping, a pair
vl these hirds stand a few inches within the main
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entrance of the burrow, and at the first strange sound,
be it near or distant, they loave their station, and re-
main outsitle the hiole, or upon the mound which forms
the roof of the dowicile.  When man approaches, both
birds mount above him in the air, amd keep uttering
their alarm note, with iridea dilated, until he passes,
when they quietly settle down in the grass, or return
to their former place.

While on the pampag, I did nat, obsérve theso bhrde
taking prey during the daytime; but at sunset the
bizeachas and owls leave their holes, and scareh for
food, the yonng of the former playing about the birda
as they alighted near them,  They do not asseciate in
comjrmices, there being but one pair to each hole, and
at night do not strny fiw from their homaes,

In deseribing the North American burrewing owl, a
wrtter sayg ihat the species “suddenly disappears in
the early part of August,” and that “the species 18
strictly dinrnal”

The Athene cunicidaria has not these habits. It
does not disappear during sny part of the year, and it
is both nocturnal and diurnal, for though I did nat
obscrve it preying by day on the pampas, I noticed
that it fed at all hours of the day and night on the
north shore of the ’lata, in the Banda Oriental.

At longitude 60° west our caravan struck the great
paline desert that stretches te the Andes, and dur-
ing fourteen days’ travel on foot 1 did not see a
dozen of these birdsy but while residing outside the
town of San Junsu, at the castern base of the Andes, 1
had an opporturnity to watch their habits in a locality
differing wmaterially frem the pampas,

8
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The months of September and Oclober are the con
Jugnl ones, During the middle of the former meonth
I obtained a male bird with a broken wing. It lived
in coufinement two days, reflusing to eat, and died from
the efteets of the wound. A few days later a boy
brought me a female owl, with five eggs, that had been
taken from her nest, five feet fiom the month of a
burrow that wound among the roots of a treo,

Blhe wasg ficree in her enge, and fought with wings
and beak, uttering all the while a glaill, prolonged
note, resembling the sound produced Ly drawing a
file across the teeth of a saw. I supplied her with
eleven full-grown mice, which were devowred during
the first thirty-six hours of confinement.

I cordeavored to nscertain if this specics burrows iis
own hubitation, but my obscrvations of ecight months
failed to impress me with the belief that it does. T
have conversed with intelligent persons whe have been
familiar with their habits, and never did I mect oue
that belicved this bird to be ity own workman, Tt
Places a small nest of feathers at the end of some oc-
cupied or deserted burrow, as necessity demands, in
which are deposited from two to five white eggs, which
are nealy spherieal in form, and ave a Tittle larger than
the cges of the domestic pigeon.

In the Banda Orieatal, where the country is aa fine,
and the favorite food of the owl more vlentifully dis-
tributed than upon the pampag, this bird is not com-
won in comparison with the nambers found in the
Iatter locality.  The reason is obviems. The dizcacha
does not exist in the Banda Oriental, and eonsequent.
fy theso birds have a poor chance for finding habi
tatioas. :
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Oun the pampas, where thousands upon thousands of
bizcachas undermine the goil, theve, in their true loen)-
ity, the travellor finds thousands of owls,  Again, nlong
the bases of the Andes, where the bizeache is rarely
met with, we find only a fow pairs. Does the Dalg,
from which my bird was taken, appenr to be the work
of a bird or quadruped? The several works that T
have been able to consult do not, in one instance, give
personal observationg relative to the burrowing pros
pensitics of this ow!; from which faet, it will be in-
ferred that it never has been caught in the act of
burrowing, , _

We continued our journcy while the sun left in the
westarn heavens beautifal clouds of purple and gray as
souvenirs of his company through the bright, warm
day. '

Around us on the plains were many animals in
droves and herds, all preparing for the night. Troops
of wild colts galloped homeward past us at the heels
of their anxions mothers, who oceasionally halted as
if to dispute our right of passage through their termi-
tory. Darkness now set in, and soon the caravan halted
for the night. I made my bed upon a raw hide, spread
upon the top of the ecargo in' the eart, and wns soon
fagt, asleep; but T was shortly. awnkencd hy Don
[Facundo, who climbed into the eart, conghing loudly,
mnd snying, by dumb show, pointing towards the south.
aest, that 2 pampero had eommenced blowing, The
wind, which was accompanvied by rain and hail, vie-
lently shook the old cart, and whistled dolefully through
itg reed-covered sides.  The don’s congh had increased
alarmingly, and he shivered with cold.  © Compuafiere,”

.
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he continually eailedt out, giving me » poke to algnify
something that his ignorance of the Spnnish’lf"mgung“
would not allow him to cxpress more intcliigibly, for
hie spoke only the tongue of lis native proviucc-—-tllc
Quiclaerr. 1 at Inst handed him my overcoat —an ncl
of gencrosity that I aflerwards regretted, fot, ihough I
applied soveral times for it pestoralion auring thu
journey, he would not give it up, but ate, slept, "'”f']
worked in it until we had crossed the coumtry, and it
wag no longer serviceable,
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CIIAPTILIR VIII,
LIFE ON TIIE PAMI'AS— CONTINUED,

F VL night passed drearily away, and glad enough
was [ when day dawned, and tho coravan was
prepared to start,

Before we began to move, I retived to my cart, and
changed my clothes, appearing before my companions
in the unconfined aml comfortable gurk of 1 sailor,

Tho moment the peous, who were clustered nronund
the fire, belicld me, they shouted to cach other « Afonie-
nero! ™ nword which at that time T did not comprehend,
but which, as I learned some months later, wag the
name of a particular elass of Landits, whoe, about 1817,
under the leadership of Artizas, filled the republic with
consternation, I'robably my sailer’s dress resembled
shat of the rolibers.

As the hicavy mist rolled off the pampas, we discerned
two shepherds driving their flocks to another pastuve;
and, as there was no hut in sight, they had prob-
ably passed the night sleeping upon their saddies, a
comnion cistom of the herdsmen, As a specimen of
his skill, the younger of the two spurred his horse after
a ram, the patriavel of the flock, and, as he drew near
it, swung the lasso a few times avound his head, and
the fatal noose fell over the neck of the animal
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Dismounting from his hoise, the ganche jumped upon
the ram, which began to ran for dear iife. As they
scampered over the plain, I eould plainly see pleces of
wool flying from tho animal’s fleecy sides, ag the videe
plied his sharp, heavy spuis..

But rams were evidently not ereated for saddle-beasty,
for the animal stumbled in Tiis flight, upsetting, in a
most ludicrous manner, his rider, who sprawled upon
the turfl :

Our caravar was now in motion, As we proceeded
on our course, the pampa gradually became more undu-
Iating, and was covered with a coarser herbage, shooting
up in clumps to the hicight of a foot or more,

Scon after sunrise we met a party of eiglik horsemen
from Mendoza, one of whom was armed with a epear,
which was ornmnented with a g, About ten o’clock
we passed o misorable esfancia hoase, bnilt of humnt
bricks ; we halted near it for the purpose of greasing the
wheels of the carts.  This was attended to by the cap
ataz. Ile first cut into thin slices n pound of white
native soap, and, after pouring hot water upon it, adderd
a little salt, when he beat the whole together with a
bunch of reeds drawn from the sides of the cart. While
stirring this mixture, he would not permit me to look
into the pail, but, turning his back on me, leaned over
the mixture, muttering to himself, and making crosses
over it, acting asg if afraid that T would digcover the
recipo for the wheel-grease.

Before noon the caravan was ngain in motion. Threo
hall-starved dogs that accompanied ng gave chase to
scveral deer that appeared in sight, but they were un-
able to approach them, These deer ( Cervus campestris)
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are very common on the pampas. They have one habit
which is comnmon to the antelopes of North American
prairies, ¥When a person approaches them, they seam
anxious to muke his acguaintance, drawing near, sud
sernlinizing him with much curiosity. They are a
small species, are of a ycllowish-brown color on the
upper puarts, and white beneath the body. They are
hunted by the gauches in purties, who purane and cup-
ture them with the dolfiadores.

A specices ol parrot (’sittacus patagonus) was ob-
sarved flylug in large flocks northward., At another
tie, 1 obscrved onoe or two very small species, of o
green color, with grayish-white breasts. T bave seen
the siume species in the Banda Oriental, flying in flocks
of considerable aize.

The eldarness of the atmosphera gave great effeet to
the mirages that we coustantly beheld around ns.
Twice we seemed to sce large lnkes far in advance of
our earavan, but they vanished utterly upon our mov-
ing nearcr them.

On our right, in the distance, the mirage so much
resenibled the ocean, that our carpenter, who had been
in Buenos Ayres, pointed to it, exclaining, &I mar/”
(the sea).

Sinece leaving Rosarie, we had met, along the road,
flecks of small white guils, feeding cu carrion § but they,
during this day’ march, beeame morve scarce, and soon
disappeared entirely, and we saw no more of themn on
the pampas.  The Little ponds of water before noticed
were now rarely encountered, and it Leeame nacessary,
therefore, to lay in-a stock hefore going farther,  12ach
cart was supplicd with a long earthen jar, lashed oo
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behind, which held five or six gallons; these jars were
filled; and these, with one or two demijehns stowed
ingide, comprised our water supply,-—e¢nough to last
severul days,

About threo o’clock in the afternoon a long, dark
cloud of dust appeaved above the horizen in advanve
of our troop, and the patron, beside whose horse I wis
walking, informed me that it was “una ropa de Mens
doza”  In the course of the next half hour it wade its
appearance in the rond belore us.

T'he troop presented a picturesique appearance ag it
slowly toiled along in divisions of ten carta eacli. The
proeession was headed by fowr or five nsses, with pack-
saddies and loads, and by a munber of nuileg without
laggage, driven by gauchos.  After these folluwed the
two divisions of earts, filled to such a degree with hides
that theiv diivers were entirely hidden Ly thew,  Thig
troop carvied, as usuzl, & stock of firewood, conststing
of lhieavy Dbranches and guarled stumps, which wore
Inshed to the rools of the earis. The relays consisted
of thirty oxen nnil a low old cows, which were also
under the guidance of a creww of almost suvage ganchos.
At sunsct we passed a little knoll, conspicuous in the
midst of the vast plain, surmounnted by a small dwell-
ing; beyond it lay an extensive pantang (swamp), that
we wero obliged to traverse, although the labor it cost
us wag not inconsiderable. Secveral yokes of oxen wers
detached from the after earts, and connected with those
of tho leading ones, when, with a vast amount of
uproar and merciless goading, each eart was drawa, in
turn, throngh the mire.

We encamped boyond the pantane, and supped
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upon sliced pampking, boiled with bits of meat, and ses.
soned with sudt. I would remark here that the gauchos
never nse salb with roasted meat, but frequently sprinkle
it into a stew, if the heterogencons messes which they
compound mnd boil in iron pots are worthy of that title,

Onr meal was served in geuctine pampa fashion ; ona
irou spoon wnd two cow’s horng, split in halves, were
passed sround the group, the mewmbers of which squatted
upon their hannelies, and fireely helped themselves from
the kettle.

Tiven in this most uneivilized form of satisfying hun-
ger there s o peculiar eliquette, which the most lowly
peon invariably olbservea,  Itach member of thie com-
pany in turn dips his spoon, or hory, into the centre
of the stew, nud dvnws it in & divect Jino fowards Dim,
never allowing it to deviate to the ¥ight or the left.

By obscrving this rule, each person eats without in-
terfering with Lis neighbor. Deing [ignovant of this
custoim, b-dipped my horn into the mess at random,
and fished about fu it for some of the nice bits. My
companions regarded this herid breach of politeness
with scowls of impaticnce; they declared, with some
wanmihy to the capatiz that gringos did not know how
to cat, and, “as they lived upon dogs in their own dis-
tant counlry, they come to thoe great Argentine Repub-
lic to pet food and grow fat on the gauchos” I apolo-
gized as well as 1 could, and endeavored, duting the
remainder of the meal, to eat nccording to gancho clis
fuette.

Asg night eame on, o briltiunt scene was developed
belore us.  As fur a9 the eye could reach, we beheld
the ruddy glow of a distant conflagyvation of the pamnpa
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herbage.  Fortnnately it did not approach us, but
after giving us a view of onc of the most sublime and
magmificent sights in natare, it faded at last away into
the sonth. .

During the night I suffered much {rom the cold.

1 was awakened on the following morning (Sunday)
by wny peou, who gave me to understand, by gestures,
that the asado waa prepared. Asg I joined the com-
pany at the fire, the patror approached us with « pon-
oho filled with walermelonn, which he Tuud puarchased
at the estancie house on the mouhd; of these we by
heartily, and they were delicious,

As the picees of rind fell to the ground, they were
eagerly devoured by the dogs, and Ly tweo Tittle ehil-
dren that accompanied the troop. I often pitied these
little neglected creatures, and shared with thom ﬁl}'
fwe. I gave them a portion of my shave of the mel-
ons, and their gratitude was warm and demonstrative :
they were poing to Mendnza with their mother, the
wife of one of the drivers.

This was the first Sunday spent on the road; and as
there was a plenty ol thisties for our fire, and good
grass for the cnttle, tho day was passed without leay-
ing camp, the gnuchos amusing themselves with a pack
of cavds.

I Liad with me an illustrated Testament, The peons,
aftor pazing intently vpon a picture of the crucifixion,
declared that I was a Cristiano, and invited me Lo play
gards with them,

During the next day we saw a plenty of wirc-grass,
and af least thirty deer grazed within 2 mile of the
wagons. No cattle wers to be seen. The wind, which
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blew from tho north-cast, was very warm, Qur coutsa
was west.

I a halt which we made during the day’s travel, I
turned my blanket into a poncho, by cntting a holo
in the middle, and thrusting my head through the aper-
tare, When the gnuchos saw my new garment, they
ghonled in admirationy and one or two, who could
gpeak a littde Spanish, exelnimed, “ Gaucho, Bostron 1™

At daek we camped near a corral, or cattle-yard,
formed of Vhe grnere, wospecies of wild enclus. At sup-
per we ate our last mmsel of meat branglit from Rosa-
rio; the bones were heated upon the fire, then broken,
and the marrow greedily eaten by tho men,,

Throughout tho night the mosquitos and fliey tor
mented me, until 1 was obliged to roll my head in a
blaniket.

At dawn the troops set out, in the midst of a heavy
shower; without eating, and kept on until Don José
commimiled & halt, in order to kil an old cow which
bad Leen purchascd at an estancie the day before,

Wecunpied neara colleetion of mud-huts, surrounded
by a gigantic growth of cactus, and called Guardia de
lo Hsipreina. 1t was the first place we had meb that ap-
proached the dignity of a village ; but its qualifications
far that title were extremcly Timited,

ITalf & mile south of the Ksquine a low brick atrue-
ture, veseibling in form two sugar-boxes, — one ret on
its side, and the other placed perpendicularly against
it, — stood alone on the plain. A melancholy story is
conneeted with this strueture.

Don B, a rich estanciero, owned many milea of ihe
surrouuding country ; and the report that he had much
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money buried in the earth about his brick casa ¢xeited
the cupidity of the Indians. They came from the senth;
in o large party, ransacked the place, and carried away
the hoarded treasure, after cutting the threats of the
don, his child, and sixtecn peons, all of whom were
afterwards buried in a common grave,

While several of the men were sglaughtering the
cow, the carpenter, with two or three others of the
troop, grided by a man sent from the Zsquina, visited
the hole in which the bodies Iy, The earth had fallen
in as the bodies had undergone decomposdion, for they
bad been buried in the usnal manner of the pampas,
without any other covering than the clolhes worn at
the time of death. On reaching the spot, the gaucho
from the town conversed at length with our men; but
the substance of his conversation wag unintelligible to
me. The earpenter threw off his ponche, and com-
menced digeing in good earnest, with a heavy hoe,
which he iind breught from the ecarts.

Two little crosses marked the spot where futher and
child were lsid,  As bhis finplement sank deep into the
carth, 2 dull, erushing sonnd announced that it lhad
" buried itself in the skall of 2 man, and the diggoer
drew forth the tool with n humun head, greatly decome-

posed, upon it.  The hoe had entered between the jaws,
At the sight a sickening sensation came over me; but
the Santigueiios, who Iiad left their worlk, and wero
grouped around the grave, Janghed at my scnsatious,
anel seraped away the atted haiv from th2 ghastly
head, which was still red with bloed, with their knives,
which they returned to thelr sheaths without cleaning,
It was a disgusting picture-—the natives, with their
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bare leps and breasts besmeared with the blood of tha
animal they had just butchered, passing the head fromn
hapd to hand, and joking nt a ealamily that should
huve excited their pity and commiseration.

The head of the ¢hild was also exhumed, and tho
{wo were placed in a bag to be taken to Mendozo,
where the priestg could pray over them; for so long as
they remained vninterred in the ponfeon (conscerated
burying-ground), the sonls that once animated them
would be kept from the land of blisa.

The attack Dy the Indians had oceurred only a short
time before our visit, and the prints of their horses’
hoofs were not obliterated from the spot where the
butchery was done, :

Our caravan continved 18 course until nine o’clock,
sl passed Cubemd del Tigre, a place well known as
having Lieen the seene of a transaction equally-lamen-
table with the one jnst recorded. The facts were
relited to me by a gentlemar in whose word I placed
great confidence,

Three English merchants who had made large . for-
tunes in California were returning to Ingland, and,
having their treasures with them, would not risk a
passage around Clape Hora, bat landing at Valpareiso,
crossed the Cordillera {0 Mendoza, and there, in as
private aananner as possible, engaged for the passnge
of their property in a large trocp of carts bouund to
Liosario. .

Far better would it have becn, 2a it proved, had
they trusted to the ocean, rather than to have atterapt-
ed crossing, with their treaswres, a_country inhabited
by a treacherous and lawless people.  Despite all their

.
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efforts to keep the matter secret, it bocame known that
a party of *gringos” from the Innd of gold were about
to cross the pampas. The Englisih character is prover-
bially daring; the tlhieee merchants pursued their eourse,
regardless of the reports of the natives and the advico
of Iriends. 'The great travesin wus crossed, and they
passad through the provinees of San Laig and Cordova
in safety; but when they reached the vicinity of Ca-
beza del Tigre, several hundred Indians, mounted on
horseback, and armed with spears, met them on the
road and offered batile. )

The patron ordered the carts to Le formed into a
square, and the peons gob within its protection. The
three white men and the patron and capatas foughs
desperately.  The Englishmen were armed with double-
barrelled guns, and for a time kept the enemy at buy;
one of them shot a cacique (chicel), and this for a time
kept the tide of battle in thelr favar

At thut period, Cabeza del Tigre was a milibary fort;
the report of the guns aroused tho soldiers, but for a
time they were undecided how Lo act, throngh fear of
tho savages. At a moment when a vigorous attack by
all the peons would hiave decided the battle, and somne
soldiers were even seen in the distance, galloping to-
wards the spot, the Indiang, with a desperate effort,
succecded in despatching the Englishmen, sccured
their treasure, and, before the small military force
wrrived, hurried away beyond their reach,

The amount of moncy carried off by the Indiang
was reported to have been many thousatd doubloouns,
Thaouogh this sum seems large, the amount taken must
bave beeu cansiderable, for my informant said that,
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for several weeky after tho event had transpived, Rio
Quarto and El Moro were visited by parties of In.
dinus, who were readily adwilted as peaecclul visitors,
their purpose heing to exclimge gold onzas for silver,
ag they obtained more in bulk of the latter metal by
the transaction. The silver coin was manufactured into
rings and other tinketa.  Those intended for the ems
were geveral inches in diameter, and so heavy that
they required to be supported by fastenings to the
hair of the head.

[Towever lightly the peons regarded Indisn murders
at the Lsquing, their faces assumied a very diffevent
expression fiom that of mirth, when, during the next
day, a troop of mules from the intevior passed us, and
the patron informed our company that the savages
had cut the throats of eleven soldiers not far from the
very road that we were on, Their boisterons mirth
was over; and during the several suceeeding days I
do not vemember of having heard a single song, or
a light word, In the campany. They all locked
dubious cnough; one or {we tried {0 amuse them-
selves by drawing their knives aeross their throats in
a significant manner betore me, but thete efforts only
made me swmile, and provoked the other members of
the puarty. '

During the next day we passed over a country desti-
tute of pasturage; but the road ran along the River
Quareo for an cighth of a mile, and we had, thercforo,
souie muddy water to drinl.

At this place the viver trended o the wesk; the right
bank was about twenty-five feet in height, and as steep
28 a wully the left sido waa sloping and covered with
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vines, thorn-bughes, and gigantic eact, which m one
place formed a natural cuclosure, in which I passed
fully an hour, in watching the movements of a bird
reseinbling onr turtle-dove. The river wag about twenty
feet wide, and had a stuggish current,

We passed ut dusk the hamiet of Saladille, but could
not catch a glimpse of it, though Don Manuel wished
me to visit it with him; for, said he, “Hagy muecha pon,
mucho queso, ¢ nmachas wmrechachas eanlion” — 4 Thero
is 0 plenty of bread and cheese, and also a2 great inany
- young Indics.” _

Upon the pampas, winds flom opposite guarters fre-
quently meet and form little whirlwinds, that some-
times take op a large clond of dust, which helps te
relieve the monotony of the jowrney; bub theso clouds
of dust not only settle upon the weary travelleis, cover-
_ing them with the flne powder, but render them ex-
ceedingly thivsty, Bueh was my condition, when, way-
worn and wenry, tho orders were spoken to hait and
prepare to camp. We had arrived at the borders of a
galt lagoon, which wag filled with wild fowl. 'ho con-
fused sounds that came from handreds of ducks, teals,
Toons, white crances, sand-pipers, and plovers, made it
a gecond Babel. Around the borders of tha lako thae
aril was whito with seline matter, and covered with
the footprints of the dizcache, and T observed that the
grass wag trodden down into litkle paths leading from
their burrows fo tho water. :

Our Jast cow hiad been caten, and we had already
fagted twenty-four howrs, when we prepared to camyp,
md I was ouly too glad when the directions were
given to slaughter an ox; and, judging by the alacrity
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with which the men set abont oxceuting their orders,
they were as glad a3 myself of the prospeet of break.
g their fhst,

The animal waa thrown down and Dbuteheved ;
hlaod was allowed to run into a hole «dug for the pur
poge, and sufleved to elot, when it was plrced in a
bladder, and suspended from the roof of a ety to bo
kept for the purpose of coloving the Jmdles of the
small gonds — tho  pieancs elidcos—of the drivers.
While a portion of the men were attending to this
work, others were engaged in caving for their eattle,
and others were hghtmg_, a fire, which, ns other fuel was
not to be had, was made of the argols of cottle. Soom
huge picces of the meat were stenming and vrackling
before the heat, and before darlmess had completely
enveloped us, we were luxuriating on fresh beef and
pome matés, '

Supper over,we took refuge in the earts, and although
the noise of the wild fowl on the lake was continued,
which to my cars wag o very sweet musie, I confess |
was soon asleep.

On the ncxt morning, biight and ealy, we again
took up our march, and t]]lOI]”h that day and the next
prhied on over tha plains

Jronm the hamdet of Saladille, sixty miles westward,
we met but (wo or three buts and a few salt lagoons,
Near one of tho Intter, gix hack-necked swans flew
over my lead, and T naticed many other fowls that
are common in Novth Awerien, such as the siilt, green.
winged feal, pin-tailed duck, and the great blue heron,
The road was everywhere covercd with saline matter,

9 .
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and the reflection of the sun’s rays upon it was pain.
ful to the sight.

As we passed a2 mud hut near ono of the lagoons, a
woman eane ond Lo sell melons and pumpking, T vis
ited the but, but, although it was far neater than the
majority of ranchos on the pampas, it was a miserabla
place 1o live in, for the flens und chinchas were far too
numerous for comfort. The hut was twelve feet long
and seven fect high; it was a mere framework of sticks
Inshed together with strips of bide, and covered with
cornstalks, reeds, and mud, It contained two beds
propped against the wall; three or four bottles, o
couple of spoons, and an iron kettle with the maté,
woro tho contenis of one corner, and the only furni-
e the cibin contained. I notiewd Jong shrings of
gliced pumpkins drying in the sun; these vegetables
keep many poor peons fromn starving during the winter
time, They are vory generally grown, and arc used
througlhout the country,

The woman appeaved to be {frugal and industrions,
far she had cultivated a [rge patch of mclons, and
miped numeroun families of henw, turkeys, and mug-
covy ducks,  And I would rerrk, in passing, that
this woman wus nob nn exeeplion, as yegards penerad
fitness {or the dutics of life, to her sox throughont tha
vepublic; indeed, they scem better fitted to act in any
reaponsiblo position, or attend to any duty, than the
men for of the lnrgo elass enllod chinos (pronounced
chieenows), produced by intermarviage of the Spanish
and Indians, that cover the pmnpas, aud compore thae
lower classes in the more civilized towns, the wonlea
are the most encigetic and faithful, ‘
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Onr march for geveral days was monotonous and
cventless, Late in the afternoon of Tuesday, April
10, we camped on the open plain, one mile distant
from the litte town of Punta del Sauce (Willow
I'vint), so culled from the seattered willows arcund if.
It counining between two and three Lundred inhali-
tants, s Don José informed me. The people must
Lave been shiarp-sighted, for we had hardly come in
sight of the place before we saw the townsfolk ap-
proaching us.

Among the many visitors was one that very particu-
©larly attracted my attention, and for some minutes
puzzled me to decide as to which sex it belonged. It
wag astride a one-cnred donkey, which it halted beforo
our purky,.without dismouniiug.  Whilo this porson
conversed with the patron in guttwrals, I had a fair
opportunity to swrvey its ugly features nnd shapeless
form. The head wag enormous, and the hair stuck
out in every divection in wivy ewrls. The swarthy
fuce, hinge lips, mud nige bright cyes showed that tho
negre blood prevailed over tha Indinn.  What added
LT mara to ity ferocious expraggion was tha long, pro-
jeeling incigors, which, whon thie creature gpoke, cansed
it Lo resombla g wild benat more then a Jinman bhoing,
It wore a calico tunic, unbuttoned behind, from the

gkirts of which protsnded a thick pair of round legs,

that drommed the gides of the jackass, in lien of whip
or spur.  When Tdon José informoed mo that it woa
une seiiorita (v woman), I uttered an exclamation of
surrise, But T had not scen ail the beautics, for dar.
ing the remainder of our journcy we foll in with scv.
eral others, counterparts of this woman, and, if possi
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ble, still more ugly and disagreeable.  Dwring our stay
at Punta del Sauee, several young women (half Indian)
brought a poor quality of sult to sell, togeither with
chicesa and melons, I gave an old Tiddim, who was
one of our drivers, and wlho had on several oceasions
shown me a kindness, a ponnd of the best salt that |
could procure.  After tusling it, he pnt it carefully
aside, perhaps with the inteniion of selling it, as ho
did net use any on the rowd. While the petron’s buck
was tursed, Den Iacundo, my couk and altendany,
sold my meat to & woman of the viiinge for a few cars
of corn; but, as I did not understand hig Quichun Inn-
gunge, it was useless for me to remonstrate.  The don,
with his messmates, feasted npon their new dish with-
out extending an invitation to its should-be rightful
owney, who wias obliged to fast for the next thirty-six
hours, The raseals told Den Jos€ some Jie to account
for the loss of my ment, and that was the last of it.

Again we look up our line of march.  Ou the next
day we cmwe again to the river, and T noticed Lthat ity
banks were in some places perforated with the burrows
or holes of parrots. In this place the water was clear,
and T did not notice any saline deposit upon its banks,

The woman in our caravan, of whom I have spoken
before, on this day fell and drove a splinter into her
foot; and, as sho could not extract it, I offered my scr-
vices as medico,  As 1T was suceessful, she scemed
overwhelmed with gratitude, and from that time she
was almost the only friend that I had among *he people
of the troop. '

Daring our journey an this day, as they were riding
along, the patron and capatazentered upon a geograph
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ical discussion, and as their opiniens differed widely,
they ealled upon me to dedide between them; but as
Dan José had ibe reprtation of a great scholar among
Ths meny Tadid not dive Lo give Bim any opinion of my
cwn, and they went on in the sime tone as before,

“Where 44 Bostron ? 7 asked the capateaz,

* Bostron is in Ifranee, 1o be sure,” replied the other,

“Fhat emimol be, beeause Imnee i3 a great way off)
and has not got joy moon sy and the gringo told me,
the ather night, thae there i3 o moon in Bostron, and
North America i in the same place.”

“Fouoll® exclnimed the scholar, “ North Ameriea ig
in England, the country where the gringos live that
wieil to take Buenos Ayres”

Eacl was confident that he was right, and, believing
that

¢ YWhore ignorance is bliss, *tis folly to be wise,”

I left them to themselves,

The caravan dmgged on its weary pace; al length,
as darkness came on, the peons, Tooking out of their
wogrong, shouted, ns they pointed ahend of ns, “La Re-
duccion ? # Roduecion [

Soon we dvew near the town, which lay swrounded
with fields of coru. As we approached the place, old

Cwomen and young people came out o mect s, bring-
ing soft cheese, salt, and unripe melons for sale. When
we reached the ontskirts, Don Joss wheeled his mule
and dismounted ; each peon eried “Sh-n-n-nh 7 to hia
oxen, apnd the tired enravay halted for the night. Oun
the next morning we agnin took up the mmeh, and
wmade considerable progress before sunvise; but the

“
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wind from the north soon came laden with a most
torid heat, and we were obliged to come to a panse,
luckily close beside a river, the valley of which was
flled-with tal flags and wlllows. The water was very
clear, and ran over a bed of gamd, {illed with scales
of mica and quartz.

At dusk we prepared to eross the stromn (the Rio
Quarto) at Paso Durazno (Peach Pass). At this foxd
the river, which was very wide and shallow, has a
swift ewrent and a stony bed. "We intended to speund
the night on the opposite side, so that we could have
a fair start next day. The men stripped themselves,
and stood in a line from onc bank to the other. As
each carl was drawn slowly past by the oxen, the cruel
fellows goaded them until the Hood trickled from the
putictures, at the same time yelling louwd enough to Lo
heard a mile at least, Beyoud the river was a hill
covered with bushes, and called by tho natives San
Bernnrdo, aml to the right of the road a small collee-
tion of ranchos surrounded by patehes of corn.

I'vom the summit of San Bernardo I caught sight
of the distaut tops of the Cerro More, resemlling a -
silver clond in the ¢lear heavens.  During the evening
we ocenpicd ourselves in drawing trunks of trees from
the viver valley, and lushing them to the outside of the
cartg, and in filling the jars behind the carts with waler,
preparatory to & dry mareh.

While we were at suppet, three pampa Indian wownen
pagsed the camp. Two were very masculine in appear-
anee, the third young and handsome., They were
dressed in loose gowns. As they passed they smiled,
apparently at tho consternation (heir appearance pro
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dnced among the peans, who scemed ready to sink
into the ground with fear at the presence of supposed
spice. The women were from the pampag, and were
on their way to the village of Rie Quarto. The ex-
citement which theiv advent eremted among our people
was a fong time in being lulled, and even when Isought
my bed dun the eart T hieard the cager and animated
voices of the peons, who were bugily engnged in pre-
paring fur an onslaugbt from the dresded savages.
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CHAPTER IX,
FROM RIO QUARTO TO CERRO MORO.

N Saturday, April 14, we unlashed our oxen

before Rio Quarto.  All along ihe roud tho
petren and capataz had spoken of this rvillage, which
they deseribed as being very hemtiful, filled with fine
white-washed houses, and inhabited by n wealthy class
of peaple, many of whom owned thouvsands of cattle
which were pastured upon estancias outside the vil-
Inge,  Besides, it wag here that the great Indian hat-
tles lnd taken plee: hoth the gentlemen futled to
inform me that the Indiang were generally the victors,
not the Cristianes, as they called the elizens of the
village.

The woman, with her two children, who had trav.
elled with us, set out for a visit to the village, and,
bent upon exploring the place, I aecompanied them,

Rie Quarto is situnted upon o plain, and difers but
fittle n its general appearance from the other towns
It i3 Jaid ont in a regular manuer, and is shub i by a
mud wall twe or three feet in thickness, pod five o
more in height,  The wall is sswrrounded by o broad
trench abont four feet deep, which serves as a defence
agninst the Indians. It was hard for me at lirst to
anitevstand the value of this dry ditch; Lut I learned
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afterwards that no more formidable defenee was necd-
ed ngninst an attack from the savages; for, dming
engnoements, they never leave the backs of their
liorses, and as they cmnot feap the ditehies, nor seram
Lile out of them when in, they avoid the obstacles swith
oaro,

At the time of onr visit to Rie Quurto, there wis wo
little commotion ntmong the people; for news had been
received of o projected Indian atiack, and the newsd
secuied to be conlinmod by the recent intelligence that
the anvages i alinwn off from other places, and wero
concentrating near the town.

The garrison had been reénforeed by soldiers sent by
the governor of the province, These troops, in their
fgnorance and akivm, had loaded an old iron gun in a
most singubur manner; {for they had fivst put in several
pounds of Tead balls and slugs, then vammed in a
heavy wadding, and fnally elimrged with powder. 1
judged from thair manner of loading cannons, that
theiv eflicieney as soldiers, should an attack Lbe made,
would prove of little value.

The liouses of Rio Quarto arc buwlt of mud, and
thatched with dry genss; the strects are of mud, iho
walls are of muwd, and the ¥leas of the people nra
mueldy thivk, They seem merely to oxist, rather than
live with any idea of what Jiving is. The {ew rich men
of the village own the cattle that feed in the swronnd-
- ing country, while the poorer clisses enpport them-
selves ag best they can, living on a meagre diet of
pumpking, peaches, corn, and rarely, moat. They some-
tines fabor [or their wealthier townspeople, but nsually
glenp the tiwze away,  All the persons that I met were
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squalid in appearance, and the children were half
naked.

The gardens abount the town coniained but hitle
more than quinee or peach trecs. Al the corners of
the streets wove filthy puiperias (small shops), and the
only decent building in town was the chureh in the
plaza, which was sarmounted by a dome, steeple, ana
cross.  On the side of the building, in place of win-
dows, hemispherical holes were cut, and covered with
muslin; in fact, the only glass that 1 saw was in tho
two or three strect lamps. As it was Saturday, tha
vigilantes were sweeping the plaza with a large hide,
attached to the smrcingle of a horse which was driven
around the square.

Having insted sinee the day before, I purchased
some bread made in the place, and shared it with my
companions. 1t was poor in quality, and contained no
ginall nmount of sand and sticks, The flonr had heen
brought on mules from Mendozn, three hundred and
cighty miles distant, and bread was something of a
luxury in Rio Quarte. -

After quite a stay, nearly a day in length, we Ibft
Rio Quarto. Qur route lay over ap wndulating panimpa,
covered with long grass, but scarcely a herd of catlle
eould be scen, and for miles wo met with no evidence
that hwman beings iubiabited the conntry,  Water was
seddom found, but the small quantities that we Jdis-
covered lay in little hollows of two or three inches in
depth, and was of o better quality than any that we
liad metb with on the road.

The herdsmen are extremely ditky in their hality
and those who performed the duty of drivers in our
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carevan weve particnjarly flthy; many of them, in-
deed, showed no token of ablutions performed for
wany woeelks,

While the troop halled to vest the oxen rlose hy a
pool of water, I could not resist the temptation 1o
bathy, and, stripping myself, enjoyed the luxary of a
pood buth, which had been denied me for more than a
fortnight, I then washed my linen, and returncd to
the men who were sitling around the fire, solacing
themselves with a round of matds. They lhoeghed
hearily at my idens of cleantiness, and asked, through
Don Mauuel, my interpreter, what opinion 1 had formed
of tlemselves, who could cross the pampas and return
again — a journey of cighty days— without onco ap-
plying waler to their skina. I replied that it was wy
opinion that they weve vory divty fellows, and saited
for the conntry in which they lived, At thig answer
they again langhed, and veplied ihat white skins, like
those of all foreigners, were exceedingly luconvenient,
Lecause of the great attention requived for retaining
its eolor,

The next day was Sanday, but the caravan kept on
its way as usual,

Thronghout the whole day the sun ponred dowr its
seorching rays, and the hiot wind from the novth was
accompanied by myrinds of mosquitos and minute
binek Aies.

We had nothing left of the ox that had been finished
the day before, save the head, which had hang upun
the outside of one of the carts for fonr days, and was
in a decamposed state. The sight of the filthy cra-
plum ecaused me to wonder why it was not thrown
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away, for I nover dreamed that it was intended for
any uge } bul it was not to be wasted.

We had not eaten anything since the morning of
the yrevions dny; but at noon a halt was ordered, a
guaniity of dricd argols of caltle were collected, o five
wag kindled with flint and stecl, which the herdsman
alwnys carvies in his belt, and an obliron kettle, he-
longing to one of the carts, wns partly filled with
water, and placed above the coals. When it way
properly adjusted, the men piled the dry dung around
the bottom se as Lo retain the heat beueath ity and
goon the water was bulbling and beginning to boil,
The old and decomposed head of the ox was now
brought to the fire. Iis contents —the bratos, &o. —
were scooped out, and thrown into the pot, and with
the addition of a little aalt Lthe stew was complete. At
any other time the sight of sueh a mess would have
disgustad ane, but things were changed now, and, faing
with hunger, I watehed the boiling of the stew with
Lo Jittle interest.

At Iast Tacundo, the cook, who bad stood besido
the kettle during the whole time, and had oceastonally
tasted the dish with his horn spoen, and as often had
deelared it “cxcellent,” sammoned the party to dinner.
I remember weil that I scrambled with the olliers to
get at it, but I only prooured a very small portion,
which I was obliged to swallow so hot that I sealded
my tongue am«elcly '
~ The meal was finished in & much shorter time than
{ have ocenpied in deseribing it, and scon ench driver
korried off to lasse his oxen, wlich they lnshed to the
vokes, and wo were again in motion,
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About three o’clock we drew wp beside some rongh
bumimocks of earth Lo feed the cattle; the conntry was
more undulating, and was here covered with wire-
grass, which the cattle at once began to feed upon, 1
had here s first view of the Sicrra of Cordova, the
bonndaey line of the provinees of Cordova and San
Luis.

The patren had purchased an old cow a fow days
before at San Bemardo, aud having stinted the men
as long as possible, e now decided to kil her. This
wag no easy matter, for the cow was as stubborn and
furicus as any bull, and had only been kept manage-
able by attaching her by o sirap of hide to another
animal equally ficrce and ungovernavle. These two
animals had required partionlar care to prevent them
from straying from the troop.

The strap that bound the iwo brutes together was
cut asunder, aund Dan Manuel, the best gaucho of the
party, set off in full chase of the doomed cow, awing.
ing the lasso above his head, and urging on his horse
by repeated applications of the enormous spurs that
adorned his heels. When within eight or ten yards
of the animzl, the valiant don, with a flercely uttered
ca-jo, let fly the lasso, and at the same time wheeled
hig borse, :

The ¢ow, continuiug on ber headlong course, was
suddenly brought wp by the fatal noose tightening
aronnd her neck, and she went tumbling to the
ground.

It was a wonder to me that the fall did not break
her neck,  8he arose, bewildered, to her feet, and for
an Instant paused ; but guickly divining the couse of ‘
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her entrapment, she Towered her head, and made a run
at the don and his horse; but the little animal that
he bestrode having been well trained, was in 2 gullop
before tho cow drew near, and the lasso kept as tight
0¢ ever. The victiin now uttered a lond bellow, and
charged Liindly at ane of the earl-wheals: the foree
of the shock with which she struck rendered her wild
with rage. She beliowed until the tightened noose
choked all utterance, when she renewed her charges
upon the men, horses, and carts. The patron now
ealled loudly vpnn Maistro Ramon, one nf the leading
men, and, mounting hia mule, Maistro galloped to the
resouc.

The cow stood at bay, tossing up the earth with her
nese, and stamping wrathfnlly with ber hoofs ; but
her new assnilant was a skilful gancho. Ile started
her, and threw his noose around one of her hind Jegs,
when, galloping in opposite direetions, the two men
tripped the animal up, and stretched her upon the
groynd.,

One of the peons fasteued lier four hoofs together
with a picce of hide, and another man ofliciated as
butcher. With his long knife he despatched her, and
in half an hour she wns skinned, cut np, and divided
among the carts. 'When the meat was vooked I ate a
moderate-sized piece, anll strolled away from the men,
who were gormandizing beside the fires, tc watch the
vurious feast that the birds of prey were mnkmg upon
the refise parts of the cow,

Whether some of the birds of prey discover their
%bod by means of sight or scent, has lang been an un.
settled question, some naturalists affirming that the
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former scnse is their principal guide, and others that
the latter fa the ouly oge,

Audubon, in his Ornitholegical Biography, gives some
accounts of interesting experiments that he made with
the turkey-buzzard, proving that this bird is attracted
only by the organs of vision to its food,  Other writers
have offered ovher obsorvailons, correboritive of An-
t(lubon’s position.  And I would here present a fact
that came to any obscrvation, concerning onc of the
most common South American birdg, helping to show
that Aadubon was correct in his opinion.

Befure the cow was hulchered, I seavched the plain,
but net a single caracarn (Lolyborus Brasiliensis), the
well-known carvion-lover of the punpas, was visible.
There was no wind stirring, and had there boen, the
scent of the fresh offal of the cow conld certaimdy not
have been carried to any distance. But the cow had
hardly becn butchered when a single caracara wus secn
on the horizon. Ile had hardly alighted bLeside the
offal when another aud another were distinguished,
coming in the path of the first.  TFor half an hour they
continued to myrive, all coming from one direction,
and as one ahghted upon the carcass another came in,
view, flying straight to the spot where the others were
collected. T remained walehing them for a long time,
and when I left there were at least fifty birds on the
spot, and the line of flight was still unbroken; each
new comer being preeted by the others with iheir in-
distinet guttural eara-ca-ral  Now, of course, all these
birds had not been attracted by the sense of sinell, for
the supposition that the scent of the newly killed ani-
mal could have travelled, miles in a fow mome.ts is
simply preposterous,
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The Dirds must have been flying in air, on the look.
out for food, and, as they are gifted with a most won-
derful vision, on secing the first one rrying in oue
diveetion, the natwal inference must have bLeen —if
Lirds draw inferences — that he was huerying to soe-
thing to eat. The birds nearvest him followed Liw,
othoers fllowed them, and they arvived a1 the slaugh-
ter-gronud in the order in which they started for it —
the mearest fivst, and the farthest last,

Perhaps a. more extended account of the caracara
will not he uninteresting to the reader.

The caracaras feed upon anything that comes in
their way, gleaning carrion like the buzzards, and kill-
ing other birds like the hawks. I cven once saw one
atlack a Lunb, but the old dimn interfered, and alter
reveiving some rcbully from the bird, suceeeded in pro-
tecting ber offspring from her enemy.

This bird possesses an uncovinble reputation as a
thicf among the gauchos, and, as it kills youny birds,
lamby, cven scizes the pame that the hunter has just
killed, it is far frowm being a favorite with any class of
the people, '

It inhabits an extended geographical range. 1 have
scen it in south-western Texas and in most parts of
South America. This species is the “Mexican Engle.”
A fine bird, indeed, for the emblem of a nation! — it iy
emblazoned upon the Mexican flag; but we of the
North must not be too critical, for we still retain upon
our banner and coin that selfish thief, the bald-headed
eagle — the most relentless robber and pirate of our
rapacious birds.

The caracara is somctimes found in company with
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the Gallinazo fCa!b.m‘Jes atratus), also known to the
people on the Plata as the carrion crow. This latter
pird js found north of the Rio Negre in various local-
sties, not being met with exeept newr the rivers and
demp places. I did not observe them about I3uenos
Ayres, but found them afterwards common dwellera
nhont the vieinity of Mendoza, aleng the lbases of (ho
Andes. The habitg of the tarkey-buzzard are so well
known that I will not dwell farther upon them here.
1 have noticed that the species seems to be tamer on
the southem continent than it Is on the northern. It
has the extended range of one handred degroes of
latitude.

Though somewhat repulsive from the offtnsive odor
which 1t receives from its food, this bird is one of tho
most nzelul kpeeics. As aopeavenger and remover of
decaying animal matter in the tropics it is invaluable,
andl it Is properly protucted and cared for in many
cilics. _

At noon, Amil 6, we reached the mountain range
that had Joowed up before us for several days, and
camped at its base. The sierra terminated in low
hills, harren anid destitate of verdure, save where oc-
casional elumps of dwarf trees grew abont their bases,
A little rivulet, taking its rise in the mountnins, flowed
down through a decp fissare in the soil, and aforded
good water for the cattle.

Wo remained at this comfortable eamp through the
reninder of the day and night, but started early the
next morning,

The monotony of cur journcy was disturbed by thae
arrival and passing of a troop of sixty mules loaded

10
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with little Larrels of sugar and hide bales of yerba
(tea), 'This troop was driven by six mewn, and was
pound to Mendoza,  Lile similar parties, the troop
was headed by an old mare carrying a bell, the svund
of which keeps the animals from svraying away.

Though the mule is a stubborn creatare, it has a
very strong affoction for the madring, as the mare ia
called, and Tollows ber like acolt. 1 have often watched
two large troops appronching each other from opposite
directions, in some place where the rond was very
nakrow, us in o mountain defile, and have been sur
prised to witness the absence of all bewilderment on
the part of the animals. Though both troops were
crowded together, cach mule kept with his own party,
and followed the sonnd of the madring's Lell, even in
thas darleest nigzht,

[Maving wound around the point of a sierra, our
carivan kept on until dusk, when we eamped for the
night, supping upon beef and fouwr armadiflos, which
the peons had canght during the day in the grass,

L'lie armadillo s a singular animal, both in appear-
ance and mode ol living.  Tour species are found upon
the pampas, In Buenos Ayres they are known by the
general name of peluda. Darwin applics this term to
4 particular specles — Dasypus villosus.

The gaachos call the female armadillo Mulita, which
name Darwin uses to distinguish a separute gpecivs.
The male is called (inguizeho,

As my readers doubiless are aware, the body of the
animal is protected by a coab of hard seales, consisting
of several divisions, adapted to the locomotion of the
animal. Its head is pointed, and is scantily clothed
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with little tufds of hair which grow out between the
geales, The feet and legs are short, giving the animal, |
when walking, & waddling gait, stmilar to that of the
tortoise. The toe nuils are sharp, and adwirably shaped
for rapid burrowing in the ground.

All the armadillos, with the exception of one species,
which is nocturnal in its habits, are diurnal, retiring to
their bumrows at dusk, aud coming forth at dawn to
foed upon the roots of grass, inscots, worms, &,

Their burrows do not execed eight feet in depth.
In these retreats the female brings forth four or five
young, which follow her, soon after birth, in her jour-
neyings upon the plains, When man approaches them,
if near a burrow, they retire into it; but when they
are distant from home they endeavor to hide in the
grase wndil o) danerer s poat. Whilo o most loeali-
Licd tese nunonls wery donnd, Lo e south of Llowurio
and Mendoza they were very numerous.  The females
ol ene species that T frequently et had two mammm,
I think the others had four or six.

The flesh of the armadillo is white and delicate, and
Laz the flavov ol young pork. The peons cook the
animal by dividing the two sliells a6 the junetion, and
burying the whole in hot ashes and coals, and allow-
ing it to buke until thoroughly done,

Darwin, in his aceount of these animals, says that
three gpectes of armadilios are fouand in this country,
while a fowrth species, the Mulite, does net come as
{ar south as Bahin Blanea. Of these first mentioned
are the Dasypus minutus, or Pichy ; the D. villasus, ov
Peludoy and the D apar, or Mataco. The Pichy ia
found several hundred miles farther south than any
npeeies.
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The Apar, commonly ealled mataco, is remarkable by
Bbaving only three movable bands, the rest of its tes.
sellated covering being nearly inflexible, Tt has the
power of rolling itself into a perfect spherc, like one
kiud of English woud-louse. In this state it is sufe
froan the attnck of dogs; for the dop, not heingr able to
take the wiwle in its meutly, tries Lo bite once side, and
the ball slips away. The smooth, hard covering of the
mataco offers a better defence than the short spines of
the hedgehog. Phe pichy prefers a very dry soil, and
the gand plaing near the coasi, where for many
months it cannot tasle waler, are 8 {favorile resort.
It often tries to escape notice by squatting close to
the ground, In the course of a day’s ride near Bahia
Blanen several were generally et with.  The instant
one wis perocived it wag necessary, in order to ealeh
it, almost to tmble off one’s horse, for in the soft soil
the animal burrowed so quickly that its hinder quar-
ters would almost disappear before we could alight,
1t seems alinost o pily to kill rueh nice little animals;
for, as a gaucho said, while sharpenisg his knife on {lie
bacle of one (the gauchos often use a portion of the
armadille’s armor for a knife hone), “ Son tarn manses
{they are so quiet).

Another writer informs ns that the armadilles “ bur-
row to the extent of thirteen or fourteen [eet, descend.
ing in an abruptly sloping direction for some three or
four feet, then taking a sundden bend, and inclining
slightly upward. Much of their food is procured be-
veath the surfice of the earth. They possess carniv-
orous tastes, and feed npon dead eabile, inseets, snaila,
wnakes, a8 well as upon roots. The giant armadillg
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according to one writer, digs up dead bodies in the
burial grounds.”

“« Whon lhuoting these animals” says Waterton,
®the fivst point is to aseortain if the inhabitant of tho
bwrow is af home, which is discovered by pushing &
stick into each hole; and wiutehing for the egress of
mosquitos.  If any cotne out, the armadillo is in his
hole. A long rad is thrust into the burrow in order to
learn its direction, and a hole is dug in the ground to
meet thic end of the stick. A fresh departure is taken
fram that point, the rod is agnin introduced, aml by
dint of lnborious digging the animal js at last captured.
Meanwlile the armadillo 18 not idle, but continues to
burrow in the sand in the hopes of escaping its perse-
cutors, It cannot, however, dig so fast a8 they can,
and is at last obliged Lo yield”

While we were lying behind the fire, after gupper, a
lond, creaking noise in the distance annonnced the ap-
proach of a curavan friom Blendoza. As it drew near
owr dogs commenced barking, and were anawered by
the mule of the captain of the caravan with a loud
bray.  While the concert continued, other mules and
asses took up the strain, ant our camp was “ vocal
with mclodions sounds ™ ag the caravan came in sight.
As they passed I counted sixteen wagons heavily laden
wilh cargoea of hides.

A fresh breeze from the east was springing up as I
ny down on my hide amid degs and sleeping natives,
and as I dozed away, it seemed difficult to decide
which of the two was the most agreeable bedfellow ;
for us it grew colder; and a sharp frost camo on ono
dirty fellow crowded me off my Lide, and a still more

.



150 A TUOUSAND MILES WALK,

filthy dog, covered with fleas, crept under my blanket,
from the shelter of which ne moederate effort of mine
could remove him. At last, becoming desperate amid
dirt and fleabites, I distodged the intruder by a kick
sharp enough to cause him to cry cut, aud arouse his
master Iacundo, who waxed exceedingly wrathful at
such demonstrations on Lis dog by a “ gringo.”

Bady the next morning the caravau was on the
tnarch, and for an hour our course led over high hills
and across one small stream that flowed frow the slerra
behind us.  After orossing these hills T observed be-
yond, along the bases of some low mountains, a few
ficlds of corn and a number of mud butz, where dwell,
in all their indvlence, a party of natives — half Tndians,
hall Spanish, or Christians, «as Don Manuel called all
his countrymen on the panpas.

As our troop trudged slowly along, some fifteen smen,
women, and ¢hildren followed in our track, ofiering to
gell eorn, soft cheese, and a fow loaves of breud, very
paally and comtaining o goodly proportion ol squd,
These loaves had not been baleed in the nshes after the
more primitive fashion of the country still practised in
many purts, bt in Egyption-shaped  sveos, buily of
ndobes (sun-dried bricks), and plastered within and
without with mud. 1 purchased o sample of the bread,
which proved even tougher than the meat of (he old
cow, and was not half as clean; bub being a new arti-
cle of food to us, it proved a luxury not to be despised.
One woman, who exchanged corn with the drivers for
meat, preseuted me with nine ears of the corn, Kuow-
ing from the experiences of the jonrney, that after a
feast comes a fast, I hid the corn inside a pair of boots
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among the resh of my baggage in oue of the wagons,
and felt well armed against the hungry time that was
sure to follow. :

Au hour later the caravan halted. While thoe cattle
were grazing, overpowered by the long walk under a
hot, sun, T lay down to take a short sicsta, fram which,
on awakening, I discovercd that somebody had carried
off my little stock of food.

From this eeccurrence I never afterwarde stored food,
but ate whatever came into my possession,

At dusk two well-dressed travellers, who proved to
be Frenchmen, came up to our encinpment, and made
inquiries regarding the rond. They reported that seri-
ous trouble had occurred near San Luis among the
farmoers, the Indinns having ent the throats of fourteen
persons!  This intelligence caused much specnlativn
among the drivers, and, as before, a general gloom per-
vaded the whole company.

As soon as everything was arranged in camp for
any emorgencien What might occur, 1 rollod mygolf up
in my Llankel, and soon forgot all troubles in sleep.
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CIIAPTER X,
FADM RIC QUALRTO TO CERRO MORO--CONTINUED,

HILE all around me secemed to offer danger in

some form, I grew lighter at heart every dey
that we farther penetrated the country, for-everything
was novel and captivating to the fancy. I was at last
among a strange people, and their habits and mode of
life, and the many incidents that were constantly oc-
carring, were full of interest to we. Although my
heart was light, and I trudged along cheerfully and
with cournge, my companions in the enravan were but
little enlaiilated to mako the trip a pleasant one; and 1
must say that they did nob try to change their evi-
dently disngreenble nature.

Tho rations I received from the tall Santis gueiio,
my “proteetor and fim friend,” were selected from the
tonghest and driest portions of the meat, while he de-
voured my living, and at the same time, ab meals, ealled
the attention of the whele company to the nnsuccessiul
attempts I made at inastication,

At times, when indignation ¢aused me to reply in ne
gentle terns o their conduct, in & tongne different
from theirs, I perceived my folly, for it only served
to draw out fiwore jibes and greater insults from the
foilows,
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TWhen we were in motion, to aveid uncongenial con.
pany, I started in advanco of the troop, and kept far
ahead of it. Somectimes I improved these opportuni-
tics to brood over the ill4reatment of the men; buat at
pight of a wild animal, or a gaucho pursning a colt
acrony Lhe plaing, an instant vevival of my spirits tool
place, and my whele senses were awikened to things
around re.

I usually bad enough to occupy my mind; sometimes
I was studying the habits of birds or inscets; at others
following with my cyes the movementn of a herd of
catile, or gazing upun the mirage in the distunt horizon,
in which our caravan was reflocted with wonderful dis-
tinctness.

I have gaid that the peons had not treated me with
grreat friendliness lately; bub since wo left Rio Quarto
their cpolness grew more nolicenble, and at length 1
began to fear that we should not part without a col-
lision, in wiiich case I knew I could depend on but two
people in the whole caravan, the old Indian and the
woman &poken of in & preceding chapter.

These two had always treated me kindly, while all
the others had given me uneasiness in some way or
other.

Belore the troop had left Rosario, my friend, Sefior
G., cnutioned me ngainst showing money, and I had
fllowed his adviee, havingy depaurted from it only on
one or two oceasigns.  When near Rio Quarto, not
wizhing to Le thonght pemwions, I hwd imprudently
purehased more than my share of the pumpking and
melour, which served to vegale tha peons ot il
when collected around the camp-fires; and this had

4
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caused the ignorant fellows to suppose that there wad
muchae plata (mueh money) in my possession. And
this was the canse of their ill-feeling towards me.

Several times they were particulirly anxious to kinow
it I hiad fiiends in Mendozy, and who were the persons
tbat would regeive me on the amival of the troop in
that town. I at last found it necossary to introduce Lo
their consideration a character as new to myseclf as he
was to them.  One night, when we were lying around
the fires, I, after describing wy home and friends,
casnaliy vennrked that one of them, a medice, the dig-
tinguished Dr. Carmel, of Mendoza, was anxiously
awaiting my srvival, and that his apprehensions for my
safety would increase uniil I reached the town.

To the reader whose conscicnee has never been sub-
jeeted Lo violenee, this subterfuge niny appoenr unmanly ;
but, in justice to mysclf, T was obliged thus to impose
upon the peons, and tho result fully proved it.

Under De. Carmel’s strong (prospective) arm and
infheence I found mare peaceful hours, and suflered
towy from annayanee than il his name had never been
mentioned; or if the villanous {fellows had been left in
their first Delief, which ot the same thne was correct,
that I was o fdendlens geinga, to whom they night
ofler any inault without fear of punishment.  In whet
manner was I, a solitary stripling, to protect inysell
against more than a score of barbarians, in the very
heart of a country to the languages and localities of
which T was a total stranger, unless by subterfuge?

Buy my tronbles were not yet over.

While walkingr, ng nsnal, one day, in advance of the
sartg, which came slowly ereaking Lehind, my attention
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was directed to Juan, the little son of my female friend,
who cane runping after me.  Juan spoke ooly broken
Spanish; but upon reaching iy side he commenced a
voluble diseourse, which, however, I gave little notice |
to, supposing it to Le merely childish prattle. At
length the boy took my hand, and demnanded my ate
tention,

From what he said, I could, indeed, glean but little;
bnt it was enough to confirm my suspicions, which I
had liad for some time, that some rascality was being
planned by the drivers.  IFrom mispronounced words
and breken sentences, I received warning not to eat
with the capataz at the five, —“ Sta malo no come con
é,7 — and to be cautious when with the men. Juan
said Lthat Lig woether hd goat him Lo td] mo this, Tho
litde fellow way about to communicate something fur-
ther regarding his mother, when he suddenly became
silent, wnd squeczed my hoand. T looked around, and
behell Chico, the servant of the eapatoaz, close upon
anr hieeluy fie had stoalthily spprovchad, without ghs
tracting our notice,

“Wihy do you walk?” interrogated little Jean.

To this guestion the gwarthy Chico, hall Tidian, half
negro, ide no nswery but e utlered a sly laogh,
that meant a gool deal. We walked on for upwards
of' s heur, during whiclt time the halt*breed kept close
behind us.

Watehing favorable opportunitics, Jnan informed
me LEal the eapadiz had gent hiv servant Lo provent ug
from conversing; and seeing that he was delermingd ta
repinine by we, T oat length, with tho boy, rejoined the
troop.
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When the caravan halted for the night, T walked
over to the fire whero the China woman was seated:
but two or three gauchos from our own fire fullowed
me, nud engaged Lhe woman in conversation.

In the aspect of allairs now, I conless I wns surae-
what alarmed, and more tlian cver felt the wunt of a
companion on whom I coulid depend.  The wortds of a
foreign merchant, with whom I had convarsed in Bue-
nog Ayres, were recalled most lorcibly to me, « My
boy,” he said, « you don’t know whituecr you arc going.
When you get among the ganchos, you will find much
trouble and danger”  And I acknowledge that I now
felt he spoke the trath,

The men still kept the woman aloof fiom me. I de-
termined to take things coolly, abd await events,

Don Manuel came to the fire late in the evening,
and, tuking bis meat in his hand, galloped off in the
dark to see to the catlle. I now missed Don José, the
patron, whose protecting arm was to be wy snpport in
danger.  On inguiring of Ifacunsde, my couk, he pointed
off into the gloon, and utiered the Spanish word « Fis.
tancia,” by wlich I understood that the pagron was at
some one of the great cattle-farms Hying off the road.

I now felt that X was unprotected, indeed ; and when
the hour arrived for our lying down to gleep, [ was un-
certain ag to whather or not I should remain wmno-
lested through the night, But the time for the attempt
on my puse, if not life, had evidently not arrived. [
was permitied to {2l agleep, which I did at last; and
our whole party evidently accompanicd me in my visit
to the land of dreams, for nothing was heard maong
us, and 1o one moved (if they had I would have beap
awakened in an instant) until daybreak, .
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When the sun was just appearing above the horizon,
the capataz came galloping up to the carts, and asocn
the word was spoken to get up the oxen and mules,
and prepare to start.

I remained in the cart to write in my joarnal- uutil
the wely-visaged Facunde appenred to inform me that
my breukfust was ready.  As L approached the group
Lhat wus huwddled about the fire, not one of them
deigned to notice me, save one big fellow, wlio, with
an obsequionsness that 1 knew to be assimed, pointed
1o tho breakfast,

The strips of meat had been remaoved from tha fire,
and the apit, in a separate picce, was stuck into tho
groumd, waiting for me. This was an nnusual attention,
for 1 generally shared my meat with the capataz, or
with Facundo. The capataz sat smoking by the fire,
bui, the pretror had not yet returncd from fhe estancia,
[ offtred my steak to Don Mauucl; but e courtecusly
Adedlined, appearing to lack appetite. Ile refused a
second similar ofler, and continued mnoking.

Determived not to be balked by him, as I wished to
prove iy suspicions that milschbef was afoot, Linformed
him that he lacked politeness, and that I would not
eab withont him.  The c¢lloet of my words upon the
company was of sueh a character that I could no longer
doubt their intentions.

Ab fength Don Muanuel, seeing that I suspected some.
thing, cut off from the extreme edge of the steak a
manthlul or two, and ate it, upon which I cut frons the
opposite side a little Lrger picee, and ate it leisarely.
I then cut off another picce, and, pretending to eat it
on the way, left the party, and retived to the cart to
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finish my writing, throwing tho meat in the grass om
the way.

Fifteen ov twenty minutes passed, at the end of
which time I was compelled to put aside paper and
pen, for a strange sensation of weakness c¢ame upon
md, rendering me unable Lo mmove — a helpless prisoner
in the cart.

Violent paing that racked my head, were followed
by strong vomitive symptomn ; but T waa slill heipless.

While the oxen wern being tusersed, I omudo n
second eflurt to leave the cart, bhut I could not rise.
Soon the villanous Facundo entered, and, bidding me,
in no gentle tones, to keep quiet, and not kick aromnd,
ha starled his oxen, and, with theo regt of tho caravan,
wo were again in motion.

1 soon felt into a delightful sleep, and dreamed most
pleasant dreams. | At one momeut I wias maving
through the air Jight, freo from human bonds, a very
gpirit; my whole senses were intoxicafed with most
dulicious sensations. Again ¥ boleld most beautifu)
vistong and moast gorgeous colors., At list 1 seemed
to have been transported back to my native village,
and kind friends were grouped arouhd e, The voice
of welcome greeted me, all troublo scomed ended. A
clear, sweet voice sang a well-remembered song, which
scemoed to be the very essence of melody, so ravish-
ingly did i6 full npon my car.

Gradually the voice grew indistinet, then loud and
harsh, and T returned to consciousness to recognize the
wiles of Facnndo, who was singing to himsetf, [lis
discordant words were uttered in a long-drawn cadence,
commencing in 3 low, mournful strain, and ending with
s conplet and groans.
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The following syllables will give an idea of his song
They were repeated 0 many times that I shall hardly
forget them: —

Qe pur ma no yepe — ol — 4 — OUGIL
Yu, ke, pur, se, va, yah — oh — g — axs — QUGIL”

Iacundo continued groaning, cither for his own
pleaswre or for wy disconr{ort, during the greater part
of the thme that Ulay siede in the enrt.

AL owr ivst wtopping-plnee, nbowt two hours afler
brealkiast, the woman sent, rue, by little Juan, a tea that
she had prepared from some herbaceons plant of the
pampns, to gather which she had walked sll the morn-
ing behind the earts, _

T Jelt mueh botter after drinking the ten, hut did
not entirely recover from my swlden illness for several
days, I subsequently learned that it was not unusual
for the Santin gueiiog Lo revengo a fancied insalt, or to
annay one whom they have a dislike for, by administer
ing puison, sometimes in saflicient quantities to de-
stroy lile, nnd at other thines in a quantity suflicient ,to
profluce only sickbess,  Fhiey had undonbtedly taken
advantage of the absence of the patron to treat me as
they did.

The first time I sallied forth from confinement I was
Creceived in a charseteristie manner by the drivers, who
clapped their hands to their stomachs, and guestioned
me with impudent gesturca if I was not 11, and what
was the trouble. The good woman only said, cow pus.
sionately, ® Lobre cita” (poor {ellow). ’

During my siclkness [ continuad to write daily, much
to the annoyunce of Facundo, who looked thresteningly
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at my notes, as if he suspeeted his name was there. 1
even went so far as to ask him how he spelt his nawe,
which was a uscless question cnoughi; for had he been
dispesed to inform me, he could not, since he kuew
not one letter firom another.

My illness cost me but little time, and I was soon
abie fo resume my pedestrian journey, and by night of
tha same day I wag nearly well, '

Our journey had been through the day across a hilly
country. .As evening drew near, we reached a water-
ing-place, which aflforded an abundance of feed around
ity and ths caravan was halted, and camip prepared,

At supper I wns cautions to eat only of the food that
I saw the others partake of, which they observing, I
noticed thut glances and meuning smiles were ox-
changed among them,

Early the next morning we were again in motion.

The countiy way still broken, and we met several
decp gullics, whieh we crassed with great Iabor, it being
necessy to attach extrn yokes of oxen to the earts to
eiffect a passage.  One of these gullies was so dangep-
ous, on account of the steepness of its sides, thut a paiv
of oxen were fastened bebind the cart to prevent it
from gaining too great a velodity in its descent.

Near this latter pass was a five by six stone hut,
ronfed with sticks and mud, which scrved as a post
houge, where the galloping eonrier reccives his fresh
horse. Two women, with low forchends and beavy
lentures, came out of the cabin, followed by an old
man, the postmaster, to stare at us, and inguire if the
drivevs had any sugar or yerba to exchange with them,
For what articles they proposed to barter I could nut
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conceive, 18 the open side of the | at sljowed an interiot
destituto of cverything like comibrty for i contained
ouvly an old hide and bedding, and one cheese, that
rested upou a swinging shelf muade of eanes bound to
gether with hide thongs.

Like many of the poor gauchos, the postman amoked
bad Tucumau tobaceo, rolled up in 2 narrow piece of
corn-leaf, a material that is preferred by roins Lo the
coarse linen pnaper manufhctured in Kurope for the
South American market.

Among the hills that bounded our northern hovizon,
-and which some travellers would elassify ag mountains,
the wind blows almost constantly with great force frotn
various quarters.  The smallest of the hills were well
grassed over, and wherever the ruta entered the soil
near them it showed a saudy gravel. Upon the plains
to the south was the richer pasturage, with a sail bet-
tar fitted for cultivation,

At night we encamped close by the hamlet of El
Moro, situated, ug 1 believe, not fur fiom the foot of
Cerra Moro, a chain of low meuntains.

AL daylight the next morning the caravan wound
down among the hills to a level pampa, with barren
mountaing to the north,

The BMendoza diligence passed, drawa by six tired
howses.  Besides drawing his share of the sweight ol the
carriage, each animal carried upon his back a postilion,
who did not fail to use whip or spur as necessity do-
manded.

The plain that we were upon was covered with im
mense piles of decomposed granite, how placed 11 such
positions it is difficult to surmise. The thorn and

11
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nlgarroba tree grew abundantly, Our course for the
remainder of the day continwed over the pampa, with
hills growing moro distinct each hour in the distance«
a strong wind blew steadily from the Cerro until dark,
when it died away, and a cahn, lovely night succeeded,

The following day we left the plaing, and traveiled
through a hilly country, which gradually becamne more
and morc irregular as we approached the River Quinto,
which strean we reached nbout noon, and halted on ita
banks for dinner.

The eountry near the river was sandy, and covered
with seattered thorn-bushes. The bunks of the Qainto,
at the ford where we camped, were high, and almost
perpendieninr. Tho bed of tho river appeared io bo
formed of quickswnd in agitation, sl the eurvent was
very strong. A fow mud hoty were close to the river
on cach side, and their ocenpants had a great quantity
of beef cut in strips, dryihg for winter wse, together
with sliced pumpking which two articles of dict form
the principal suppeort of the people; tire sterility of tho
goil will not support a heallthy erop of corn,

Larga flocks of parrots, of a species that dir holes in
the banks in which to deposit their eggs, like our nortli-
ern bank swallows ( Cotyle riparia), illed the air with
Joud ories, and gave some appearance of life to the
scene, The town of Rio Quinto was not far oit'; bt
as the rond lay in a different direetion, I did not get o
glimpse of it, but, judging by the few lazy natives (hat
I saw, who appeared as if laboring wnder mentat de-
rangenent, with two prominent traits visible, — sclfish-
ness and idleness,—T did not feel (hat T was Joxing
wuch in not visiting the place.
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Dinner over, we prepared to move. Crussiug the
piver, we found the ascent of the opposite bank the
most diflicult to surmeunt of any obstacte we lhiad met
ot the voad; great exertions were made to get the
carls up the vise, and the oxen were most terrilly
poaded by the drivers.  One peon, with loud impreea-
tions, thrast his goad inte an auimal 8o far that it could
“not be withdrawn untif the iron was pulled out of the

goad-stick, when the man caught it, and jerked so

ficrcely, that wheo it came from the wonnd the blood
followed it in a little stream,  This exhibition of bru-
tality afforded satisfaction to the other drivers, who
lzughed at the fellow aa ho cursed the ox fovheing the
et of e brealing of his oow plenno, At Inst wo
were all aereoss the river and in motion,

"T'he high plain upon the opposite side was coverad
with thorng and algarroby, save here and there some
spot more fertile than the rest, which sustained 2
growth of coarse grass. In crossing this tract the
wheels of the carts sank into the deep ruts to the hubs,
and raised elouds of dust that were almost chokiug,

I covered mysclf with a woollen poncho, for 1 well
knew that it was deubtinl if an opportunity to bathe

would again present itself before we reached San Tuis, -

the grent town of the interior. During the afternonn
a little boy passed us, driving to his hoose by the river
a flock of goats and sheep; the last-named mnimals
looked very vaggred, from tho custom of the people, whe
still ailhere to the old practice of pulling out the wool
from the akin instend of sheartug, at wuch times and in
snch quantitics na they need it

As the moon was a few days old, tho caravan kopi
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on until eight o’clock, when it encamped on the irs
vesia,

The cattle were driven a long distance from the road
to feed, but no pasturage was to be had, and at about
one o'clock I was aroused by the approach of the cattle,
and the loud cries of the diivers, who shauted “JIuera/
Jueral” as they drove the teaws to the catts.

‘The moon had set, and the night was very dark; but
the necessity of moving at once was obvious, for there
was no water nor grass to be had for many miles, and
both wust necessarily be obtained at the earliest mo-
ment for the hangry and thirsty beasts,

We got under way at once, and travelled by land-
marks with which the drivers were acquainted, Ag wo
maved along the plain, the noise of the enravan aroused
hundreds of parvots from a roasting-place among the
branches of a clunfp of algarrobas. An Indian stam-
pede could not have ercated a wmore confused or londer
noise than that of the frightened parrots, as they hov.
ered over us in a cloud.
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CHAPTELRR XL.
8AN LUIS AND THE SALINE DESERT.

", E travelled through the remainder of the niglt,
_ and until near cleven oclock on the follow-
ing day, when we encamped at a place in which there
was a fair pasturage and somo water. IHere we tar-
ried until the morning of the next day, when we filted
our vessels with water, harnessed up the teams, and
started.

Qur course lay through a country that was dreary in
the extreimne, and we had no incidents or experviences
that were worthy of a notice here.

My readers have found in these pages so many men-
tions of a certain individual, the capatuz, that they,
perhaps, would like to know him better,

As capataz, Don Manuel Montero commanded the
troop when the patron, or owner, was absent, and his
sorviees ay bagreano, or guide; were of the utmost im-
portanve to the welfire and success of the caravan,
Don Manucl had not the swarthy complexion of the
Indian peons, but, conld prove his superiority of Lirth
and family in comnparisan to theirs by a hue that wenlkl
have been pronounced in the United States decidedly
yellow, that is, if his physiognomy could have heen di-
vested of divt so as to exhibit the true color; for the
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don loved not pure water externally applied, and would
have been but a poor patron of hiydrepathy; even conldd
ke have been convineed of its wonderful virtues, Heo
wag of middle stature, and sat with great dignity upon
his pampa steed, which be rarely lefy during the day
for, being a true gaucho, be always kept the saddle ex-
cept when he wns eating or sleeping. These two
neeessary duties ho attended to whils reclining on the
groumd-—a position that be slwnys sssumed when off
duty. To slecp within a bnt or cart was besecath his
gancho dignily,

His hair hung in long black locks, excelled in jelti-
ness only by thuse of Ifacundo, my cook. His {oilet
was atlended to at such times as the same operations
were necessary for the comlort of his dog Choco, when
master and animal shared the use of the same toilet
articles. I might write a treatise upon bis comb, in
which I could speak of its decayed und broken parts;
aof its lusty and lively inhabitants that played hide-and-
" geck between the tecthy of o brawny, lively ereaturo
from the hair of Don Manuel struggling for mastery
with another from the shaggy coat of dog Choco.

As a guido the dan’s skill was nnrivalled.  Like most
dagueanos he was grave and reserved in manper, and
gonversed but little with the other gauchos.

He was familiar with every mile of the road from the
banks of the Parana to the rocky bases of the Andes.
He could not, like the geographer, tell the exact longi-
tude, in numbers, of the principal towns of the repni.
ig, but he knew where they were situated, and conld
" travel towards them withoub njssing the true dirco
tion in the darkest nights.
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Don Manuel never offered hig advice In 3 boisterous
lanner, as though in authority, but quietly sail te the
patron, “Three leagues to the right of the road are
about thirty squares of good grass, and farther on to
the lefy is a small lagoon of water not yot difed up”
Ilis word was always respecled, and the wsual answer
of the patron was, “1)o as you please, Den Manuel; 1
have conlidenee in your jundgment.”

A native author gives the following description of
the bdagueano, which will corrcetly apply to Don
Manuel : —

* “If lost upon the plain, he dismounts, and by exame-
ining the soil decides npon his latitnde, and tells his
companions the distance that they are from habita-
tions, If this ia not cnough, ho pulls grass from differ-
ent localities and chews the. roots, decides upon their
proximity to some pond or rivalet, fresh or salt, and
departs in search of it, to decide upon his position.

“ General Ilosas can tell by taste the grass of every
Garm south of Buenos Ayres,

“The guide likewise announces tlic nearness of the
encoly when within ten miles of hing, and the dircction
from which he is coming, by meang of the movements
of Lirds, aud by the decr and wild Hunas that run in
certain dircetions. When the enemy is near at hand
he observes the dust, and by its thickness counts the
forece. He says they number two thongand, five hun-
dred, two handred, as the ense may be, and the chief
nets under Uhis instruction, which is almost juvarinbly
correct.

«If the condors and vultwres flutter in a circle in
the air, ho can tell if there are any persons hin, or if
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there is an encampment recently abandoned, or if the
cause of thelr movements is merely a dead animal”

Buch is the true baqueano, and such was Don Man-
ucl, At noon we baltedd near a couple of cerros, the
commencement of the San Luis chain of mountaina,
The peons killed an ox, but as therc was no frass for
the eattle we did not remain long enough to cook an
asado. Thin was tho mare agaravating, sines wao had
none o ug eaten wyiling sinee the noraing of the
previous day.

At two o'clock the caravan again halted -— this timo
to water the animals from a stream that flowed through
n quebrada (valley), nlong which were seattered o fow
ranchos, whose inhabitants lived on pumpking and
porridge, the Intter being valued at one real per quart,
A troop from Mendoza passed ns at this encampment,
and I took advantage of the opportuuily to get rid of
gome cut reals, that are correut in Rosario, for several
bunches of grapes.  This troop had also packed in
wicker baskets oranges and figs, o quantity of which I
purchased to divide with my friends, the old Indian
and the squaw, I offered 2 buneh of grapes to Ia-
cundo, but his sour disposition would not allow hin to
accept.

Fromw thesriver the road wound over a plain abound
ing in thorn trees and cacti. Here also grow a low
plunt bearing red berries, and resembling peppers in
taste. The fruit was eagerly songlhit for by the peons
who, thronghout the remainder of the journcy, sea
soned their stews with it.

At the end. of the plaiu the barren mountains of San
Luis rose abruptly, and seemed to form a barrier to
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farther progress, We cnt,CTCfl a narrow cleft i'l'] the
chain, aud wound through it for an Cléhth of a mile,
e voices of the diivers (!(,}]0111‘"’ among the rocks willh
fine effeet.  But great was my swrprise when we passed
from the defile to an elevated plain, to see stretched
out below us the town of San Luis, with its white
plastercd dwellings) half hidden, and shaded by tail
rows of poplun, aud groves ol green willows, Ty
braught 1o wind the days of tho couguest, ko finely
Jeseribed by Prescott, and I pictured the ey below
me as anvther Cuzco, inhabited by the children of tho
Incns,

But ke was wot all,  Avother sight eaught my eye,
and filled me with joy. Yar in the distanco o din,
blue Hing, peneilled upon the heavens, told me that T
had obtained wy livst view of the Andes — that mighty
range of moeuntaing which traverses twe continents
and a dozen countries, though known by different
names.

What emotiong were nroused within me as I gazed
at, that Lint streak that scenied floating in the air, for
Lelow g nll was enveloped in elowds What visions
it awolke of stecp precipices, dark gorges, and rushing
streams of water falling in enscades from heights unat-
tainable by man! I pietured myself in the act of toil-
ing up a warrow path, or sliding down the sides of n
carro on he snow. | longed ta Le there, and wou-
dered wlhether from the lofty snmmit of the Cordillera
I should be able yet (o gaze upon the distant waters
of the great Puacifie.

Above the bazy line two points arescinto the clearer-
beavens, and from their sublime appeardnee partienlarly

N
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atiractod my attention. The highest f thece peaks
which lics to the north of west of Mendozn, was the
fimned Acoicagua, which, rising above the line of cters
nsl snows, attains an elevation of twenty-three vhousand
ninc hundred feet: higher by two thousand five hun-
drald feet than that monareh of the Andes, Chim-
borazo.  The otber peak lies to the sputh of Acon-
cngun, and runs up sharply into the heavens, It hus
DLeen measnred by a recent traveller, whoe gives it an
clevation of tweuty-two thonsand four hundred and
fifly fect above the level of the gea, or not so high as
Aconcagua by fourtcen hundred and filty feet.

As I viewed the distant picture wilh enthusiasim, the
earavan that came lumbering bebind was forgotlen,
until o rough shake, and the words,  Xste dermien-
do?" aronsed oy attention.  Looking around I heheld
the grinning features of the capataz, who cexcliined,
& La Cordilleree de log Andes, que cose fun rica?”
(The Cordillera of the Ander, what o rich thing!)

As wo doscended o the town, o party of equestrians,
‘male and female, passed on tho eanter, and  entered
before us.  The caravan eneamped nlongside the mud
wall that defended the property of the inhabilants, and
I remarked that the women who visited the troop id
not come as venders of produce, but ag visitors, These
females were gayly and tastefully dressed, bot their
morals were questionnble, As there were no rents
near the fire, onr eaputaz gallantly ofiered one of the
{fair visitovs his hat for o sabstitute; but she, with the
others, preferred their own mode of sitting, and squat-
ted, @ & Turque, upon the sand, where they made
thomselves socinble, and when snpper was ready joined
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in the meal, eating their meat without knives or torks,
Lut using their fingers instead, ;

San Luts is the largest town upon the road from
tosario to Bendoza, It is the capital of the province
of the same name, and containa about two thousand
ishabitants,  This place has varied greatly in its popu-
lation within the present cenbury.  1n 1825 it had two
churches, now it hns but ooe, and this, I afterwards
learned, was not well supported — which fiet nccounts
for its being so Iinmoral & place.

FFor many years San Laig had been governed Ly an
old, ignorant fellow, just such a man as Rosas was ac-
customed to pluce over the interior provinces, in order
that they tight remain in a degraded state, and thus
be more submissive to his power. A new governor, a
man of education and energy, had taken the place of
the ol one just removed, nd winder hig influenco it
was hoped that the condition of the people of the
provinee wmight be improved. Formerly a tax of five
dollars was imposed upon cvery cuvt that passed
threugh the provinee, but it has Leen lowered to a
more reasoable surn,

No town on the pampas has suflered from the depre-
dations of Indiang as San Luis. While I was in San
Juan, two or three months later, I beeame acqnainted
with several Puntailos, as the people of this place are
ealled, and from them received much information re-
ganding these encroachments.

Tire Tndims wsually smprise the town about an
Lonr before duybreak, and not only seize what property
they can remove, but also carry off into captivity the
wives and sisters of the male portion of the inbabit

N
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ants, While one party i3 engaged in sacking thae
town, another party drives oft wll the mares they can
Gind, as mare’s flesh is used as food ameng them, and
if’ thoy take borned eattle, it is only to sell them to
Chilenos, who cross the Andes by the most sauthern
pass— the Planchon, Great numbers of women and
children have been enrried off dnving these frays.

There was living in San Luis, at the time our troap
passed through the place, an old woman who was
stolent when a child from her friends.  She lived many
years with her captors, serving them as a menlul, or
glave, Twice she nttempted to eseape, but each time
was retaken, and for both aticinpts her feet were
skinned by the brutal savages. She made a third at-
_ tempt, however, which was succcssful, Iler captors
were away, hunting guanacos, a species of Hama.
Secreling about her person & quantity of dried mare’a
flesh, she set out for a little lake, telling the squaws
that she was going to draw water. As soon a3 the
lake was reached she strock ont boklly inte the pam-
pasg, shaping Ler course in the divecetion of San Luis.

The Indinng, lortunately, did not overtake or find
her, and after many days of wandering, she fell in with
some gauchos, who took hexr to San Luis, and 1estored
her Lo lier friends.

Another occurrence that was related to me will not
be without interest to the reader,

During the Culifornia excitement a great nnmber of
foreigners accompanied earavans from Buenos Ajyres:
to Mcndoza, ¢n route for the land of gold. Two or
three of these caravans were troubled by the Indiaws
while on the passage to San Luis.
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At last one troop of twenty carts, which was &
panied by a darge number of forcigners, mostly B
and Lnglish, stacted from Buenos Ayres, and a _
wen were armed with double-barretied guns and 81X
shooters, they were continually on the gut vive for an
oppartunity to test their wenpons aguoinst the long
spears and boliadores of the Indinns. .

Scouts were always on the wateh, but not an Indi
wag seen. At Jengtly, just beforo they reached Lhao
mountaing of San Luis, they were met by flying Lhorse-
men and terrificd women from the town, who inform ed
them that the eavages were among the mines of L=
Caroling, some sixteen or cighteen leagues to the
nortl, and were plundering withont merey. Aa the
party were debating as to their proper action, the news
was brought that the Indiang, laragsed by a few troops
scnt by the governor, weve on the retreat. The caravan
wag at once drawn into s deflilo of the mountaing, and
the white men preparved for nction.

Seon the Indinus were deseried coming at a rapicl
rate, in one body, Behkind each savage were one or
more Tenmle prisoners lashed o the rider. *IL was an
awful sight,” said the narvator of the story to me, © when
we behield the strangers point thelr long guns at the
approaching  party, among which ware onr filiends,

nrn

bouwnd 10 their relentless capiors.”

Unaware of the proximity of strangers, on enme the
gafloping party. Suddenly they felb hack in eon Mision,
but tno fate for retrenty for the diseliarge of nearly twvo
hinnsdrad guns sc:lLt(‘rf.‘d desth ameng thent, In an mi-
glanl the horses were Need from their suvape ridcra,
who {ay npon the plain in the st agonics,
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Great credit wag given to the forcigners who had
done such service to thie province; and, followed by
Luvdreds of the natives, they marched the carts into

. the plaza of San Luis, and there remained several
days, feasting duily upon cight oxen that were pre-
scented them by the governor, My informant said that
guch waa the skill of the strungers in the use of fire-
arms, that not a bird flew over the plaza but il was
shot while flying, mauch to the astonishment of the
townsfoll, who will nover forget the visit of the
slrangers.

At San Luis de la Punta the pampas end. On the
next morning, the 27th of April, when we left the
town, our course lay over a #ravesia (deseri), which
wins woored, for the first few leagnes, with the black
algnrroba (mata-gusana), and many other species of
low thorm trees and bushes, The road was filled with
deep ruts, and as the heavy wagons passed along they
raised clouds of dust, that made travelling an almost
insupportable task. At night the eattle had to be
driven some miles from the rond to o place where a
littie pasture was found.  We did not ent meat during
the duy, but I fonnd that many of the cacti bore a froit
al the top, which, though ncarly tasteless, was better
than nothing.  Near where we encamped, three peons
were looscning a patch of fand with the rough plough
of the country. They were prepaving to dig a recep-
tacle for the water that fulls during the semmer tinie,
and just behind two ov thrce ranchos ware two of
these old pools, out of which our oxen and men drank,
the capataz paying six and one fourth cents per head
for cach animal, The water conld not have been a feol
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In depth, and what kept it from roaking into the
ground T could not tell, as the soil was porous rather
than clayey.

Wo resumed our march on the following morning
withont muy breaiifast, and kept on until noon, when
the cattle were driven fo a distimt pasture, and the
peons cooked mn @sade. We agnin watered the oxen
at another dirty peal, paying the same price per head.
1 was thirsty, but before I conld get at the water tha
eattle were erowded in the pool, and I returned to the
eart without any,  Don Facundo farnished me with a
Bottle to fill. T gave it to a dirty urchin, who scized a
stick, and wading into the muddy pool, drove the oxen
right and left untif he had space enough left to fill the
demijobn.  This he succeeded in doing, but the can-
tents were such o mixture that, to avoid swallowing
dirt, sticks, &e,, T was obliged to strain it through my
tewih,

I noticed in this part of the country 2 epecies of
cactusg that had previously csenped my observation. It
grows ubout eighteen inches high, spreads out in large,
broad leaves, and is fed upon by cochineal inscets,
which the natives gailier, and sell at a low price. 1t
bewrs o frutt which resenibles, in form and color, the
pinc-apple, and is about twice the size of a hen’s egg,
Inside the gkin i3 a white pulpy substance, filled with
snuull black seeds, and pleasant to the taste.

The little pepperish berry beenme more abundant,
and, taking advantage of the opportnnity, the peons put
Iarge quantities in their stews, which rendered it ga
fiery to the taste that T was {requently obliged to ge
supperlesy.
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The travesia which we were now upon was covered,
1D greater or less quantity, with a peenliar saline min-
ernl which was new to me. I saved a small quantily
of ity and when I retarned to the United States, pres
gented it to a scienlific association, with the following
account of the locality in which it is found ; —

“This peculiar mineral is found mixed with the soil;
in greater or less abundance, from San Luis de Ia
Punta {a town on the western side of the pampas of
the Argentine Republie, where the grass plains prop-
erly end, and the travesia, or desert, commences) Lo
tho foot of the Andes.

“Ban Luis lies in latitude 83% 16" soutly, longitude
66° 27’ west, and is the capital of the province of the
same name, IPromn this town westward the soil is
almost worthless, until the River Mendoza 1s reached,
where irrigation commences.

“Tho soil is very light and dry, and not in the least
compact. This is probably cansed by the rdryness of
the atmosphere and absence of water; for when [
erosscd that paurt of the conntry, no water was found

_savae that which had been caught and retained in holes
in the ground by the natives.  Slones are rarely met
with, and where they are found I did wot observe the
salt. o

“There are several spots on the travesia between
San Tuis and Mendaza furnishing a poor quality of
grass, which is fed upon Dby the eattle which are driven
acrosg the continent to the cosst.

“ With the excoption of these spots the country be-
tween the above named towns, and extending many
leagnes to the north and eouth, is a desert waste,
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covercd with a Jow growth of thorn bushea aud a few
gpeaies of gnarled trees, some of which bear pods.

“’I'he wineral penetrates the carth firom 2 fow inchen
to a couple of et in depth. It 13 partiealarly abun.
dunt at certain pluces east of the town of San Juan,
where the ground is covered with a thin incrustation,
It is here that the reflection of the sun’s rays is ex-
ccedingly painful to the eyes, and the inhabitants are
constantly aflected with intlannnation of these organs.

“’The soil for cultivation must first be prepared, and
the mineral removed. The native wethod of daing
this is very simple, The water is conducted from the
Rivers Mendoze and San Juan (which take their rise
in the Cordillera) through an acqude, or oahal, around
squares of level land, at fregular intervals of time,
and, to use thelr own expression, they wash off the
salitre (saltpetre). Then a plough, constructed of two
pieces of wood, is brought inlo gervice, and it turns op
from six to cight inchies of the soil, which goes through
the same washing process as the first,

“ After two or three repetitions of this operation, a
shallow soil is obtained, partially frea from salitre, in
which wheat, clover, pumpking, melons, &e., are raised.
The vewaining salitre, according to the belief of . the
natives, is exhausted by successive crops, and after
several years of tillage the soil is suitable for the vine.
Oringes, perches, quinees, olives, figs, &, Howisin
Within a few years large traets of land have becn
made exceedingly fertile by the precess alove de.
seribed, and counld the New Engiand plough be intro-
uced there, the process would be far more cfice
tiva)

12
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The following analysig of the aalt was made by
Dr. A. A Tuyes, of Boston, a gentleman well known in
scivntific circles for the care and accuracy with which
ho conducts )l analyses; —

“The specinmen was a white, erystalline solid, formed
by the union of two layers of salt, aa often results from
the evaporation of a saline solution, when the pellicla
formed on the surface fills to the bottom. Along the
ling of junetion erystal facets wre seen, bul tho {orme

arce indistinct.

Theso cryslals readily seratch ecale

spar, and dissolve without residue in water, affording a
polution, which, by evaporation at 150° ¥ahr, leaves
the salt with zomo of the origisal physical characters,
It readily parts with a portion of water by hent, and
when the temperature is raised to redness, it fuses
quictly into a transparent, colorless, anlydrous fluid.
On cooling, nn opague, white, erystalline solid remains
In this climate the specimen attracts moisture, and
therefore has not a fixed amount of water constitu-

ent.

« It consists of water, sulphuric acid, soda, magnesia,

chierine.

Mixcd with it arve traces of erznate of iron

and lime, with sandy graiusg of earth,
“QOne sample afforded —

Water, . . .
Suiphuric acid, o s e s
Soda, . . . . e+ .
. Magnesia, .
Chlorine, . . « s e
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“Three fragments from diflerent masses wera taken,
sud the fdllowing substances found : —

Water, . - 1542 18.84 19.60
Sulplate of soda, . . 48.00 45.82 4574
“ “ moaguesin, . 34.20 33.19 83.31

{Chloride sodinm, . . 121 1.79 1.16
Crenates liine and iron } 0.17 0.40 0.13

wilh silicic acid,

Band, . . . . .06 0.06

100,00 100,00 100.00

“The varying amounts of water given are illustrative
of the absorptive power of the saits in the atinosplere
of this place. Dried at 90° Fahr, the amount of water
was 15.20 in 100 parts, which exceeds by four parts the
proportion necessary to form proto-hydrates of the two
galts present, .

“ Anulysis does not show the two sulphates to be in
definito proportions.in the masses, but the crystals
may ba a double salt, composed of one equivalent of
sulphate of soda and one equivalent of sulphate of
magnesia, cach retaining an equivalent of water. In
the masses, the closest approximation iz 42 purts of
sulphate of wmagnesia found, instead of 46 parts re-
quired.”

The communication presented embraces interesting
facts. These suline deserts cover extended areas in
dilferent parts of South Ameries, and, o far as the
author ling hoen able to learn, the saline inatter ditfers
in kind at the dilterent poiuts.  The tendency of saline

matter ¢contained in any soil Is to rise through the aid
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of moisture to the surfice, where, the water cseaping,
the salt is deposited.  This eflect, contrary to the grave
itating influcnee, is the most common enuse of descity,
and may be exerted everywhere when the evapora-
tion of water from a given surfice becomes nmeh
greater than that surfice rececives {u the form of rain
and Jew.  The cultivation of saline deserts, by wash-
ing down the saline malter, exhibits the oppesite ac
tion of water in restoring fertility, and it is Ly no
means essential that the water shoukl contain organio
mutter to insure the full offect, as the soil of deserts
generally contains all the organic matter of many
years' accomulation,

Au jnteresting inquiry natueally presents itself ta
the traveller while crossing this peculiar desert. By
what wmeans was the salt deposited? Two theorices
have been advanced by gentlemen 'who have visited
the travesia, bolh Lo account for its presence,

My, Blaod, the North American Commissioner, who
visited the Argentine Republic in 1818, ibinks that
these plalng “may have been gently lifted just above
the level of the ocean, and left with a surfhce &0 un-
broken and flat 23 not yet to have been sufliciently
puwrified of its salt and acid matter, cither by filtration
or washing.”

Sir W. Parish’s idea of the origiu of the salt iz dift
fereut, Ile says, “Butis it not more likely to have
been waehed down from the secondary strata, which
forma the base of the Andes,in which we know that
cnormond beds of salt abound, particularly in those
paits of the Cordillera where the greater number of
the yivers rise which run through the pampas, and
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which are almost all more or leoss 31"lprcgnntcd with
it?” _

Wihile crossing the pampas 1 occasionally noticed
that the water of some of the streama was hrackish,
but us we approached the Andes the water of the
rivers was puare, and free from salt, The San Juan
and Mendoza Rivers, both of wwhich may be called
great torrents, bring down alluvial mnd in their cue-
rents; bt I never was able to detect any saline prop-
erties either in the mud or water.  The natives, how-
ever, bave assurved me that thero are many salt aines
in the Andes
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CHAPTER XII
ON THE TRAVESIA.

N the 28th of April our caravan crossed the RRivex

Desaguadero, and wpon the western bank the
peoné killed an ox, and we ate for the first time since
the morning of the previous day. At noon we reacbed
the limits of artificial irrigation, which ix ecarried omn
extensively in the neighborhood of Mendoza, Along
the road ran a shallow diteh, four feet wide, and con-
taining about two inches of water, which, when the
cannl is full, fertilizes the soil in the vicinity,

Beyoud the Desaguadero, forty leagnes from Men-
doza, Jay the hamict of La PPaz, upon the oulskirts of
which we encamped for the night. Very different was
this hamlet from the othcye we had passed, which
looked old and squalid, the houses seceming ready to
crumble in piecces, and little vegetation, save in San
Luis, was to be seen. Here everything looked neant,
and a degree of comfort prewniled that was refreshing
to the eye of the traveller who had just crossed a dreary
country. This comfortable and fresh appearance wnae
the vesult of irvigation, for very Jittle rain {alls on this
great travesia, which covers many thousand miles of
territory in the provinees of Sam Luis, Mendona, and
Ban Juan; and wherever the water of rivers can ba
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turned fram their naturzl cowss to fertilize the bwoad
wasie lwndg, there Jittle spots of verdure appear, and
the Iabor of the farmer is crowned with success.

The whoele township of La Paz was divided inte’
prquare pasticees, nround which ran a wide canal. Along
the borders of these grew tall poplars, thut served to
fence in and protect the herds of eattle that had been
bronght from San Luis to fatten on adfulfa, a rpecies of
clover. Our patron was 80 parsimonious that he re-
fused to purchase good pasturage for the cattle, which
were growing weaker cach day on misceablo fare, but
ordered the capalaz to drive them o a piece of waste
land, npon which grew a scanty supply of dry grass,

The next day we encamiped a low leagues beyond
the village, where T bought, and shared with the peons,
a cmlp]e;of‘ pumpking, some coarse bread, and a quan-
tity of dried figs, thut had beeo brought from Mendoza,
Our road the next day led through woods of thorns
and algarrobas, and occasionally over an open plain.

Just before dark we had a fine view of the distant
Andes, which were now distinetly visible. The most
lofty peaks were covered with snow, althongh in many
places dark lines showed where the rocks remained yet
uncovered.

The wind biew direct from the west, and comwing
from the snowy mountains, was very chilly. Al night
I varned and rolled upon my hide in grent discomfort,
from tho eold that bemembed my limbs,  On tho next
- day, May Ist, the peons stopped 10 kill an ox close to
Las Casitas, n village larger and better than tho last
anc we passed three days hefore,

While the troop rested, a broad-faced, good-looking
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-~ fellow heckoned from over a fence of thorns and corn.
stallis for e to come aud dine with him, I aceepted
Iis kind invitation, wnd he sbowed me his hut and
grounds; the former was built of cornstalks, and wag
well thatched.

Upon the rafters, that projected, and formed a plat.
form outside the hut, were piles of dried punpking,
welons, &e.

IIe informed me that he had commenced improving
the land one year before, and by hard Iabor, he, to-
gether with his wife and children, had a home, and
were more plentifully supplicd with the comforts of life
than any othrer rancho on the road between Rosario
and Mendoza.

The canal that ran past his hut watered beds of
onions, heans, garlie, aud many other vegetables not
often formd on the road.

His wile, n dark-complexioned woman, with “para
servir & vd,” welcomed me to their cabin, and spread
npon a trunk of an algayroba a emall picee of while
clothy and upon this placed a dish containing 8 stew
of beansg, oniong, corn, and meat, well-scasoned with
garlic.  They would not receive anything for their kind-
ness, but when I left presented me with a fine pump-
kin, which I in turn gave to the peons.

Frow this place we travelled very rlowly until fmlr
o'clack, when we halted to feed the oxen.  The peoun,
though they had caten lieartily three hours botore,
roasted large slices of meat, and ate a gquantity dmtog -
the next half hour that would have astonished the fol-
lowoers of Graham. Theae people ean go without eating
for an astonishing length of time; but whey nn oppor
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tunity offers fov gorntandizing, they will rival Clanding

CAlbinus hinwself. T dare not mention how many stenks,
einch avernging two pounds, IPaewdo coalll devour iu
a day; nor shoukd I wish to state that he thought noth-
ing of cating three pumpking at a single meal.

At dusk the creuliing of wheels and lond eries of
men mwnounced that 2 Yroop from Mepdoza wag ap-
proaching, and a young man came galloping in advance,
and greeted our patrore as an old acquaintance. Tho
oxen of the troop, fresh from DMendozn, contrasted
strangely with our lenn andmals, some of which could
scarcely walk,

The next moruing we were on the road very early,
for it now becama evident that unless onr journey was
goon terminated our cattle woeuold give ounty and the
carts thas siteated wounld be in an snlucky situation.

The next town was Santa Roswa, once the headgunr-
ters of the Jesuits, who held religions sway over all
the pampa territories when the country was under tho
control of Spain.

The place was nolhing more than a collection of
rond huts and corn ranchos.  The inhabitants, however,
supparted a simall store,

The only signs of life in the hamlet were from a
party of wamen weaving, and twe or three half-Indiaa
ghls chasing a flock of goats nnd sheep. The country
aroand Lhe place was covered with low bushes, anil,
judging by appearances, T concluded that the place had
scent its best daya.  Many poor fawilies were supported
by a flock of twenty or thirty gonts and sheep, tho late
ter providing suflicicut wool, from which their garmenta
were made; and us the goats bveed twice & year, thoy
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had plenty of animal food to satisfy their wints, De-
yond thia place our caravan entered a straight, broad
road, shaded with tall poplars, which were planmted in
regular rows on each side of the street, and afforded o
pleasant shade for the traveller.

Following the rond for two or three miles, we en-
camped for the night in Alto Verde, where were tho
best houses seen by usg since leaving Rosarie. The
fraanes were of poplat, aud were well put together, the
roof projecting sufliciently to farm a vernnda.  All arti-
cles of food were cheaper here than at any of the towna
passed by our troop. Three or four Iarge watermelons
were given for 2 medio (6} cents), and two loaves of
‘bread for the same amount of money.

During the day following we passed seattered houses,
and large pastures of alfulfa, sepirated fiom ench other
by fences of growing poeplire. Our pafron now folt
comypelled to purchase fodder for the oxen, and he ob-
tained the privilege of pasturing them for the night,
and until the day following, for three dollars; which,
considering the number of antinals {over one hundred),
was a very small sim.

As we encamped in the highway, we were disturbed
in our slumbers all the niglit by the numerous troops of
mules and racing gaachos who were continually pasa-
ing and repassing, while flocks of wild fowl flew over
our aarts, shaping their conrse to the gonth, The fol-
lowing morning we rcached Villa Nueva. The roada
were very sandy, which gave great trouble to the oxen.
Before taking our Ihst meal wo halted for the night.

On the next morning we started very early, follow-
ing a lonely road, without seeing 3 rancho. About
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noon we crossed the River Mendoza, which, at the
place of erossing, was navrow, with a cunent setling to
the northward. I had some dillfculty in effecting a
Passage without, getting wet.

While the carts were forming a double line, and comn-
mencing other preparations for halting, I disrobed, and,
under cover of somoe stunted bushes, bathed in the cold
slream. '

Thiz was the third bath that I had enjoyed since
]caving Rosnvio. The peons langhed derisively at a
gringo who could not travel eight hundred wiles with-
ott washing himsclf. These disgusting fellows, with
one or two oxceptions, had not applied water to their
skin for more than forty days, and did not iotend to
cleanse themselves until the troop was close apon
Mendoza, .

Ifrom a few mud houses beyond a rising ground, net
far from the river, emne several men and women, bring-
ing peaches and melors in their ponchos, together with
baskets of native mannfacture, filled with two kindas of
grapes, oue variety of which was the white Muscatel.
At different points near this river my attention had
beeu attracted by o disease very prevalent ameng tho
people, which exbibited itself in the form of a large
swelling upon the throat, and was called by the natives
“the coté (goitre).

One poor fellow, who had a very large coté, informed
me that it was caused by dvinking the water of tho
pireain, and that Jarge swellings had comp out uwpon
bhis thighs, from laboring.several wecka in the water.

A young cow that had been purchased on the road
was the only tender meat that we had caten since leave
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ing Rosario. The peons gorged themselves until they
“could eat no mare, and ate, perhaps, more than they
would have done had not the pafron been absent; ho
liul gono to Mendoza in erder to adverlise in tho only
paper in the province that his troop would make ils
entrée into the Ilaza Nueva on the following day.

Owing fo our proximity to the great town, several
of the Santia guefios changed their minds about abiu-
tions, and busied themselves in making preparations
for the entrde, T watched their movements with con-
siderable interest, for in making their toilet the comb
of Don Manucl passed around the group, and reccived
generous patronage, the little dog that belonged to my-
fiiend and the woman coming in for their share of its
use,

The ball having onee been set in motion, the excite-
ment to appear neat became so great that some of the
peons actually shook the dust out of their chiropas, and
put on clean deawors, that hiad been long kept for some
great oceasion, YWhile the men bent their ponches
upon the wagon-whecls, the woman entered a eart to
make her toilet; and so changed was her appearance
an hour after, when she appeared clad in a new calico
dress, with her hair neatly plaited in two braids, after
the fashion, formerly, of young girls in our own ¢oun-
try, that I involuntarily raised my sombrero, which at-
tention she very pleasantly acknowledged. But, as ia
usually the case with mothers, she had expended tho
principal pait of her labor and finery upon her little
girl, whoso appearance had been greatly fmpraved.

An hour before she had yun along the banka of the
tiver barefooted, and with hair streaming in the wind;
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hut now, with hair smoothly combed, and little body
decked out in w gay tunie, hey black eyes sparkling
witl fun, she secined {0 have been tianslormed from a
wild Indinn ghrl into an interesting littie lady.

After again ending, the troop moved on until sunsct,
passing scveral dilapidated honses, and two or three
divly pudperias (stoves).  Our camping-gronnd proved
to be a bad sclection, as it was on & lew plain, part
mornss, nud covered with tall weeds. The peons tricd
to compel me to fill the jars with water at a pond, the
direction of which they pointed ont to me in the dark;
but 1 informed thew, through a litte fellow that spoke
Spanish, that, as I was aware of our proximity to Men
doza, all firther orders from them wounld be disregarded
TFurthermore, T stated that there were people in the
town which we were soon to enter who could converse
equally well in Fuglish and in Snanish, apd if they, the
peons, attempted any more insalting acts, the matter
would be exposcd.  This answer they evidently did
not relish, for they became very angry, and cenvarsed
“among themsclves in their own langunge, evidently
making threats of somwe kind against me.

Before retiring, I conversed with the old Indian,
who was my fiiend, and he pramised to reccive my
little property, smugly packed in a canvas bag, into his

- gart.

The uight passed without any incident, and when
daylight came we were already on the march. As the
troop was not to enter the town untii the following
morning, T partook of an asado for the Inst time, and,
dizenrding my pampa coslume, nnd dressing after the
fashiion of civilized mon, T set ont in advance of the

Ll
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company for Mendoza, which waa twelve imiles distant,
The whole plain, over which our road lay, was covered
with 2 curious bush, growing in clumps from three to
six feet in height, and bearing a yellow pod, resem.
Lling in shape a screw. The houses that were scat-
tered along the road were buile in the old Spmish
siyle.  When withio three or four miles of the town,
& continuous line of buildings commenced, wlicli was
broken ouly by green pastures of affulfé, surrounded
by mud walls and extensive vineyards, the vines of
which bent to the ground from the weight of the fruit
they bore,

Upon the walls of the houses, snspended from canes,
bung, drying in the sun, bunches of the fi-uit just men-
tioned ; and, seeing a great number of casks and barrels
in almost every yard, T judged that each fiumer manu-
factured his own wine.

Oranges, lemons, limes, peaches, and olives were
evorywhere abundant, while occasionally the cye rested
with pleasure upon a pomegranate, or palu-tree,

Within the yards, sarrounded by high enclosures,
were piles of melons and pumpking; and ranges of jars,
filled with olives just stripped from the trees, stoad be-
neath the verandas of the houses,

The people seemed very hospitable.  Twice the pro-
prictors of different guintas came out, and persuaded
me to enter their residences and partake of food, say-
ing that cverything they possessed was at my disposal,
and that the foreigners received their grent respect.

“llow knew you that I was a forcigner 7” I asked.

“By your countenance and your walk” was tle

veply.
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An 0ld man detained mo a long timo to mquuo tha
prices of North American goods.

*What {9 the value of this article in your country ?”
he nsked, holdiug up to my view a cheap earthen wmug.

“ About a medio” I replicd.

“Whnt rogues!” he excluimed.  *In Mendoza they
chauwged me three times that sum. Tell me, friend, why
did you ueglect ¢to bring some with you? You would
Lave been arich man soon.”

The day was the Sabbath, which is regarded as a
holiday in this country. The pulperias by the road-
sitte were (hronged by the ganchos, some gambling,
and others dancing to the sound of the guitir, while a
few lay druuk upen the ground. Abont two o'clock,
after leaping several streams of water that ran along
the streets, 1 entered Mendozn, and, after many unsuc-
eeseful incuirjes, found myself in the calle de comercio,
where I lackily met with a Frenchmoan who epoke a
little Iinglish, and to him made koown my wishes re-
garding my proposed journey across the Andes to Chili,

The IFrenchman informed me that an English physi-
cian, Dr, T), who had resided several years in Mendoeza,
and hal ingrgiated himsell into the favor of the gov-
crnment, was just the person to apply to, as he couid
give me any information relutive to the Chili road, At
the moment the doctor himself came up, meunted upon
a fine horse, and returning from a visit to the country.

I banded him the letters given me by Mr. Gralunm,
and inquired if either of the two persons ta whom they
were directed were in Mendoza; he returned them 1o
ma, vather briosquely aaying that he was nat on Ameris
can physician; aud as for Mr. Allen Campbel, ke had
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left two months ago fur Santa 6. Io ag delieate a
manuer as possible, I informed Dr. DL of my olject in
visiting his alopted countryj that X was astranger, and
undequainted with the Janguage, and hinted that i0
Eote person comversiot with the diniect wonld make
tnpiiries regavding troops of mules thad might he leay.
i:1g for Chili, e would be doing me = favor that T could
uot too highiy appreciate. To this the doctor drew
himself up stifily, and veplied, impatiently, —

“If you wish to cross to Chiliy the only method of
procuring negessary information is to inguire of the nu-
tive merchants, who often send troops across the Cor-
dillern.  According to the last accounts the mountaing
were passable, though the Chili wail has not yet ar-
rived” ’

I answered, “ Dactor, T am unacquainted with the
language, save the e § have acquiced upon the road;
and ifseverad days ave lost by me in finitless inquiry,
the moeuntains witl be elosed, and T shall be obliged to
ventin heve for the nest six months”

“ Very well)” he nnswered, touching his horse a4 the
snme time with his silver spurs.  © It is only among the
merchants that you will receive the information,” And
e was soon ont of sight.

The Freuchwman, who had beon a liztener to the con-
versation, exclaimed, encrgetieally, ¥ Vat a tam fool!
1T might speak one word, and find plentee mules going
to Chili: he much puffed up with practerse. Come to
my home, aud I will find you a troop of mules to-tmor-
row. I Joves the Americans; they is tam goot fel-
lowsi”

On our way to his lodgings, my new acquaintance
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euddenly remembered that there was a parly of North
Amerieans in town, and at my request he Jed me to
their hense, They were professional gentlemen, my
giide said, but of what particular branch of selence ho
eonlid not tell. Never wag T mdre surprised than whee
the IMenchman jntrodoced me to four young nien,
whose flag, as it waved above their house, annonnced
ther as the Circo Olimpico (Olympic Cireus), fiow
North Amerier. The divector of the company, Mr
Danicel 11, of Utiea, New York, had left the States for
Mexico thirteen yenrs before, and was with the Ameri-
an army throngh the war between the two republica.

After peace had lbeen established, he freighted a
small vessel, ind, Iamding upon the northern const of
Sonth Amerien, bl giuce travelled over nearly all the
coundries of the continent

OF the original munber that left with him, he was
the only surviver.  As soon as one performer had died,
or retired from the profession, rome strolling provistero
was always found to {ilt the vaeacy.

While the compiny travelled in the upper countrics
of Bolivia, Pery, New Grnada, and Eeuador, suceess
followed thew; for silver is more plenty among the
middle and poorer classes of those republics that abound
in rich mines than in the Argentine Repullie.  ITere
their good tortune deserted themr. They had crossed
vver the vast pampn country, and, Ly giving here and
there o granfuncion, had taken noney encugh to an.
able them Lo reach Mendoza. B IL inlemerd me
that e should fullow along the sierens of the Andes,
and cross tho great tewvesia that covers several of Lhe
upper provinces, until he reached Totosi, and from Bo-

13 )
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livia the company would cross the Ceordillers to Pern,
where better luck would surely meet tleom.

Being the latest avrival from North America, I had
to answer many questions, as they had not hemrd from
that country since leaving the Pm‘:m:i., twelve montha
before. At dusk anegro band played an sir thud wos
very popular in the United States nine years before.
With all the facilities of communication that exist be-
tween the two countries, the song and accompanying
music Tad just reached Mendoza, o town supposed by
its inhabitants to be first in the scale of civilization and
refincment.

The following morning I visited the Plaza Nueva,
where the carts of our caravan were dischrging their
eargoes, and reecived from the old Indian my bag.

We parted pleasantly, and I only regretied that my

‘present Lo him could not have been as great, propor-

tionately, as my regard for him. The patron and capa-
taz commended me to the eare of my Maker, and
wished that many yoars might be added to my life, to
which eivil speech I made an approprinte reply. As
for the peons, they said nothing, nor even coinforted
me with a single glance or nod of good fecling
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CUHAPTER XIIL
MENDOZA.

FIYWO of three days wero parsed in inquiring for a
troop of mules bound for Chili, but no inforination

could be obtained of any, and I afterwards learned that
the last troop of the season had left Mendoza on the
day after my armival, and had Darely succeeded i
reaching Chill with (heir lives.

For twenty-onc days the Andes were enveloped in
clouds, the dark and partentous appearance of which

was terrible to belhold. I passed lionrs of each day in
witelhing the fierce temporales, as the nntives eailed
them, that eame rolling along “the summit of the
sicrras from the regions of Cape IHorn, covering, in
their mad earcer, whole ranges of mountains in 1 man-
tle of snow. To have attempied a passage at that
time would have been certain death; so with ail the
_ philosophy that could Le drasen from irremediuble dis-
appointment, I becune resigned to my fate to remain
in the iuterior of the country until tho genizl sun of
another spring should melt the suow-diifls that blocked
up the passes of the Andes.

The old Spanizh town of Mendoza is situated in Ioati-
tude 32° 517 south, longitude 67° 57 west, at the fook
of the custern deolivity of the Andes. It was laid out
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in cuadras, or squares, the sides of which wore one
hundred and fifty yards long. ¥ contained, at the
tiine of my visit, nearly ten thonsand fyhabitants.  Of
the two plazas the Independence was the most cele
brated, because of the fountain it contained. This.
fountain, Lowever, was dry when ¥ was there, the
aqueduct baving lLecome choked with leaves and
stones; it had Decu permittedl 1o remain in  Chis
uscless slate for some time, and I was of the opinion
that it would still continue dry, ag no attempt was
made to clear it out, and no plan was discussed by
which it might in the future be again in operation,

The Alamede, 2 much-talked-ol’ pnblie walk on the
side of the town nearest the mountaing, was resorted
to by all classes. An artificial eanal flowed beside the
pl'incipal 'W{IH{, \Vﬂ.tCl‘il’lg a row of {ine I](}l}]nrs, beneth
which were o fow stone seats, where I often sat and
watched the different classes of tlie MMendozinos prom-
enading after the siesta.

In o little mnd hut, kept by a Chilino, I was sur-
prised to find a Inxury not often met with in southern
countrics. Jee was brought froan the mountains on
wales, aml the inhabitants were enablel to enjoy their
creams at a trifling expense. It was in the diemeda
that I sometimes had 2 glimpse of the governor of 1he
province of Mendoza — Den IPedro T’ascual Scgura,
e was 2 man small in stature, and this chameteristio
seemed to be general in the different traits of his charne-
ter, for he was of little energy, and had, eonsequently,
little of the rascality of his predecessors. e was liter.
ally sma.l in everything, as the following Incident wil)
show,
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Thoe Mendaza hand belonged to the government, aud
Don Pedro had disposed of their Services by contract,
for a certain snm of oney, to the theatrieal company
of Sefiov Raodents, who had established huwself in tho
town a short time before my arvival, The Nortk
American Cirens Company came into the place soon
aftery and the divector presented the governor his eom-
plitnents and a senson ticket to the performances.  As
the circus company wished to perform on ithe same
evening as the company of Sefior Iladenas, and by so
doing could not obtain the services of the band, the
governor, without finrther ceremony, hroke the contract
with the theatre, and ordered halfl the musiciang to
the honse of the North Americans.  Tlis unjust act
greatly. injured the native performers, whe were poor,
andl had but just arrived from a distant part of the
country.

The honses of Mendozn were one story high, and, un-
like those of Buenas Ayres, were built of adodes, which
‘were covered with mud and whitewashed.  These, like
the dwellings of that city, had a dreary, prison-like ap-
penrance.  The patio, or yard, was in the centre of the
building, and was accessible by a large, heavy doon,
called the puerto-calle. A door from exch room opened
into the yard, where, in the snmmer months, the house-
hold, inclading servants, nsoally slept, for the climnte
near the mountaing has not the heavy dews of the
pampas.  The roofs were generally of mud, plastere]
upan canes, bound together by strips of hide, which
rested upon a rough frame of willow, poplar, and a
hard kind of wood resemibling the elgairoba. Tlio
adobes were made near the spot where the building

N
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was tu Le crected when suflicient material could be
procured.  Mud, trodden fine Ly horses and mixed
with straw, was placed in monlds about twenty by
cight inches, and four or five deep, and, alter being re
moved, the adebe waz sllowed to dry in the sun’s heat
for two or three wecks. Outside the town a rough,
square brick was made, which served lo iloor the
houses of the rich, and was covered by a curpet of
European manufacture.

The town, at the time of my visit, was liberally sup-
plied with churches, andd had a convent. The pricsts
bore a much better character thau those of the northern
countrica of the contincnt, as in most places where
Catholicism exists they have a strong inllucnce over
the fower classes, and fill the narrow streeis of the
town with processions, much Lo the annoyance of every
one who 15 obliged to kneel uncovered as they pass
along,  One foreigner told me that when he entered
the place for the fivat time, he halted bis liorse in the
plaza, Uwough which a erowd of people were hurrying
with lighted candles and erueilixes.  “L'he priest obsery-
ing that he did not recognize, by humiliating himsclf]
thie respeet due thewm, sent o vigilante, who threatened
Lo run bim threugh with the bayounet if he «id not dis.
gmaount {ron his horse and kneel wpon the ground,
There being no proteeting power nearer than Buenos
dyres, or Santiago in Chili, a forcigner minst go through
Jese debasing forins, do hamage to man, or feel the
soint of the bayouct or sword, “for there is no pro-
wection fov gringosin the proviucca north and west of
Buenog Ayres.”

This I bad toid me more than onee by officers of the
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govermnent of this republio that pretends to copy the
principles that have been expounded by Washington,
Jotfeeson, Adams, and Lafiyette. I always kept a
tright lookont when abroad, and the instant the shaven
heade of the geod fathers appeared I turned the first
corner, and stopped not untit two squares were be-
tween ua.

At a certain sensen of the yoar o mock Christ wasg
erucified by the priests.  The deluded people, believing
it to be the true Savior, wept as they beat their
breasts, and eried out with compassion. Al these and
other services of the cliureh, as the mass and vesper
prayer, the men formed a very small portion of the
congregation, but the wowmen were coustant attend-
ants, and were eontinually ut the confessional.

One young lady with whom I was acquainted made
it a rule to confess three times a2 week, This shie con-
tinued to do for the space of one year, when good
Father Maxime became so weary of her appearanee or
of her siug, that he twld her to come once in seven
days, and he would pardon the whole at once. Iivery
morning the owrly riser met with little parties of
ferales returning from early mass, chatting pleasantly
as thoy proceeded to their homes.” Iach female who
conld afford it had a servant, who followed behind with
su alfombra (mat), upon which the lady sat while in
chureh. The children always went on belore, that they
might be under the eye of the matron who watched
them, particularly if they were yonng Tadies, with a
degree of vigilance equal to that of the diseliazas of
old Spein.

While speaking of churches and chiurch-goera 1 will
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not omit mentioning a few facts relative to one Padra
A. and his family, whose fame is wide-sprend in the
other provinces of the republic. This A. was o priest
in tho church of San Domingo, and, Lreaking his vow,
acquainted Rosas with the thoughts and actions of
those who had unbosomed themselves to him,

“Ilis villanons character began to show itsclf, and
throwing aside the padre’s cloak, he took the sword,
and became one of the bloodiest gencrals that Mendoza
had ever supported. Ilis deeds of eruckty made him
known throughout the country. Ilis family, which
had, durtng lis carcer, enjoyed a notoricty, sank 1nt0
obscurity afler his death. ‘

Several years since, a danghter of the padre, who had
distinguishied herself for her licentions cenduct, pers
formed a journey, in company with her sister and an-
other young liudy,—all wild girls, —that proved .no
Jens disastrous than it was fvolish n design.

The three girls, altired in gaucho costuine, sct out
on horseback, and not with sidce-snddies, 1o cross the
Cordilloran o tho Andes. Tho trip wny muceessiiul,
They entered Chili withaut mecting aany obstacle to
mar their happiness, and after having passed a fow
weeks with friends, started to return to the Argentine
Republie. The guides warned them of coming tem-
porales,but they had twrried from home toe long to pro-
tract their stay ; perhaps Lo be obliged to remain in Cbhili
until the winter’s snows were gone.  They entered the
mountains, and somewhere near the Cumbre pass, a
storm broke upou them, and only two of the females
pseaped with their lives,

Each church in Mendoza had several bells, which
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were far from melodions, having a tinkling sound, and
the manner in which they were rung reminded me of
our nalional air.  BBut the people wers well satisfied
with these discordant sounds, and one of the priests,
who had returned from a visit to England, on being
asked how he liked that country, replied, —

“ Iingland is a fine country, suporior to ours in every.
thing save onc-—the Linglish do not know how io
chime their bells.”

A theatre of two stories in height had been built un-

“der the supervision and at the expense of a certain
“geientific gentleman,” and thoogh the building was
but a whitewashed structure, it raised the gentleman
to enviable fame.  Ile was pointed cut to me as a pro-
found man, a geologist and astronotuer, and further-
more the government wanlkd not raise a wall or dig an
acquie without first consulting Don Cuarlos’s opinion.
Though a native of the country, he assumed to bLe an
Ttalinn, but did net suceeed in convineing the people
to that eftect when I Teft Mendoza, I was told that
tho don had sequired his principal knowledgo of ¢n-
gineering, &, while assisting Licutenant Avehibald
Macrae, of the United States Naval Astronomien] Ex-
pedition, two or three yenrs before, in taking the alti-
tudes of certain places in the Andes. Don Carlos
oceasionally turned aside from his reseavehes in science,
and nmuased himself, or beeame the amuser of the more
talented portion of the Mendozinos. Once he collect-
ed an eager crowd of people by mennting the roof of
5 Louse, and pretending, by means of 1he needle of the
compasy, to determine the course and distancoe of a
comet, whicl, with fiery tail, looked so ominously as ta
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cause many of the gaucho population to believe thay
ihe tuwn was about ta be destroyed.

I wue convineed that thn Mendozinog were the most
peaceable and hespituble people of the republie, and
ghowed more respect to forcigners than was customary
where the old dogmas and customs of the Spanish pre.
vailed. I could not perecive rny difference between
- the higher classes of this town and those of Buenos
Ayres in the matter of complexion.

They lindd wa Fight sking ns any Spanined that T lind
et in the last named city, and generally retained theo
purity ol bload, The lower classes differed, however,
They were of every type that exists in the republic
wort ol Fainnd mil south of lntitmle 8% heingg amu-
posed of peons of the dillurent provinces, while tho
bleod of the Indian and negro courses threugh the
veing of many. They were very immoral and execed-
ingly ignorant, but were kind-hearted and courteous
to etrongors, Much time was wasted in dancing and
other fiivolous amusements,  'FPho lumules of all grades
ombroidored witl wkill, and showed great tasto in the
selection of their pattervs,  Fho bonnet was not worn,
but a shawl, covering the head and falling gracefully
ebout tho form, sapplied its place, the temperature be-
ingg 80 mild and usiform that no wirmer head covering
was necded,

I noticed that the ladics painted their checks in an
extravagant manner; a custom that we should not sap-
poso would have gained entrance to snch an isolated
place. Ih San Juan, one hundred and fifty miles to
the north, I saw nothing of this, and was told that it
was of rare occurrence.
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Mendozn was a very healthy place at the tine I was
there, I learned that many persons, troubled with
complainls that usually end in consumption, afler re-
piding there a few years were restored to health,

But there was one form of discase which was said
by tho plysiciaus te be inewrable, and which in our
own comntry would lead to o desertion of the site.

This was the goitre of the medical fraternity, and, as
I have befure mentioned, is known among the peojple
as the cotd, The diseass appeared in tho form of a
Jarge swelling on the throat, which was eaused by tho
mineral qualities of the River Mendoza*  The canals
that supplied the citizens of the tewn ran through
nonrly ovary shivet, miud each finnily procurod their
water {rom then,

The richer portion of the inlabitants had filters, or
drip-stones, through which the water was allowed to
pass, and become free from all vegetable matter. Now
the question preseuted] itself to ne, Did the water, in
pissing through the fine drip-stone, vid ftsell of any of
its mincral properties? and I was led to the opinion
that it did, from noticing the fact that the richer
classes, having their water thus filtrated, were rarely
troubled with the goitre, while tho poor people, whe
dranlk from the canal itself, presented the disease in all
its forms upon them. In fact, the goitre scemen to¢
be a part of theiv person, for every sixtlh or seventh
female, and now and then a man, that T met during a
morning walk, exhibited the disagreenble symptoms,

At Ban Vicente, asmall village, four miles from the
- " Undoubicdly the miscrable food wpon which (e paor people
subeisted helped in encouraging the growth of (Lis exsrescence
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tonn, the goitre could be examined in all its forms;
“ for Anid an imdividoal to me while in Mendoza, 1
fully believe that every [oarth womin in the placa iy
alfected by it T4 was not a rare thing to see a large
swelling on Lieth sides of the throat, so large ns to be
absolutely disgusting. There was in the neighborhaood
of Blendozn a spring of fine water, but only a few of
the citizens tock advantage of its existence.

Mendoza had, when I was therd, a good sehool for
the inatrnetion of the youug, who, like most ereoles,
acquired knowledge very quickly. A young English-
man was b the head of the establishment; and in all
renpucts tho school seemwed progpering, Desildes tho
school there was a pablic library contatning three or
four thonsand volumes, which, if consulied, eould not
fuil to bo of benefit to the mhabitants, who were ex-
tremely ignovant of thingg unconneeted with their im-
wastinto viciwity,  ho poaplde Ll vecenily slavted o
Cmewspapery, LAl Constitueional,” and, judging by the
pompony Jeaders of 1he gentleman who oeeupicd the
editorinl elurir, & stranger woukd bave becn led o be-
licve that Blendoza win the greatest aind must impor-
ant eity on the globe.

IPor their press, types, sto, ey woers indebted 1o
My, Vansice, formerly of Utica, N. ¥, who canme to
ihis vountry several years before, and by his cnerpy
beenme of great assistance to the government of the
provinee,  Ha remodelled many eld forms, and liber-
aliz:d the ideas of the people to such an extent thal
they cncouraged Lim to vevisit North Amernca, and
obtain many articles, the introduction of which have
facilitated the different kinds of labor in which the poo-
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ple wers engaged; and following out this plan to a
greater extent, A company was forming, the object of
which wis to send to thoe United States for machines,
tools, e Mr. Vansice furnished two other proviuces,
also, with printing materinly and used all possible ef-
fort to establish o publie press on a substantial Lusis,

After filling ollices of dignity and honaor, he retired
to the miserabe littlo viblago «f San José del Alaoro,
where he resided with his native wile, enrrying on o
profitalle Lusiness in Lnglish goods, which were brought
fromn Valpuraise,

While I was in Mendoza, the celebration and
fustivitios of the 20h of May, the independenco
day of the rvepullie, took place, and wers celebrated
with unmsual cuthusiasin.  For several days previous
the people were engaged in preparing for the fes-
tivitier, thaongh not hall of the lowor classes kuew
for whnt remon the eclelintion wes madey so ignorant
wern they of their conmtry’s history.,  "Uho gevermnent,
for one hundred dollars, secured the serviecs of tho
North American performers, and under their direction
a nng of adobes was constructed in the centre of the
phiza, and elose beside it o rostrum for the governor,
hig suite, and the musicinns. The news of the yran
Juncron that was to take place spread far into the
eeuntry, and three days prior to the 25th the ganclos
came galloping into town from all parts of the prove
maee. At sunsise, on the great digy, T visited the plaza
in which the populree was pouring, the whole forming
a most ]Ii(:l.lll'l}ﬂ[lllt‘. SGende.

Gauchos, gayly attired, were mounted upon horses
decked out with silver ornaments, and tails braided
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with ‘ribbons, and galloping about in little parties,
Some fhrmers came into town, accompanivd by theit
wivod nod danghtors, mel i wad po unvommon thing
to see two wonen, each with a ¢hild in her arms, riding
on tho same harso with a mman, At such galus one secs
a degroe of lifo and animation not to be met with at
other times; for, as scon as the festival is over, the peo-
ple sink into a most indelent state, and remain so until
the next, dic de fiesta aronses them to life and action.

The school-boys sang the national hymmn, and the
governor sware to suppert the constitution, after which
a military veview took place. The sceveral companics,
as they marched around the plaza, were preceded by a
trumpeter, who blew terrifie blasts a3 the occasion ve.
quired, Al the foot soldiers carried olil English mus-
kets, the eavalry being armed with shost carbines or
lances. '

Two cannon, the only picees of artillery in the prov-
tnee, were drawu by foot-soldiers, dressed, like the othe
ers, in white pantaleons and jackets, and from beneath
the former hung the fiill of the ganchio drawers, While
the veview was tuking place, the bells of all the
churehies ware pealing in their wsnal manner, and rock-
ets were constantly scut off, though the sun shone
biightly, which, of course, did not heighten the pyro-
teehrie display. Nemrly every house showed a flag,
and among them I observed the English colors foating
from the honse of the courteous (?) Fnglish physician,

During the day many of the gaunchos attempted to
climb a greased pole erccted in the pluza, npen the top
of which money had been placed ; but not one succeeded
m gaiming the coveted prize. The only decoration in

S
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the plaza was a hexagonnd figure, resembling a Chinese
tatern, omd covered with white eloth, Upon ench
side way printed o ligure, one ol Liberty, one of Justice,
amud another, o portrail of General Urguiza and our
own Wiushinglon, side by side,

The stasd was decorated with the flags of the South
American repulilies, and the only foreign one was that
of the United States, which floated over the figure of
Washingtou, beside whiclh was o quotation trom one
of his specelies delivered to the Awmerican people,

The cireus performance passed off to the delight of
all, and the equestriang who could so skilfully perform
upon & galloping horse were declared Ly the gauchos
to have been trained for thu occasion by his satanio
majesty.

Just after the 25th, the Mendozinos were thrown
into a great excitement by the announcement that &
eacique, attended by fifty of his men, had left his native
plaing of Patagonia, and was rapidly appreaching the
town,

Upon the receipt of the news, the governor ealled
together il the musicians, and sent them to escort tho
savages inlo Mendaza.  The chiel encamped outside
the town, and, having obtained an interview with the
governar, presented, in the most bareficed manuer, a
petition from his tvibe which any other government
wouid have recognized as an jnsalt, and treated it ag
such, Ife wished to be told how mnch per month his
tribe would be allowed if they would notb steal any
more.

Instead of sending them off about their Lusiness, or
gcizing themn, the governor treated them like spoiled
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children, promising them an allowance it they behaved
well, and distribieting presency amones them, aller whicls
thuy were eacorted to their own counlry, fowrteen days'
travel from Mendoza, by & party of soldicrs commanded
Ly an ofticer.

A day or two betore the departure of these Indians
while | was transncting some business in a stere, tho
chief enter ed, fullow ed by Lwo of his tiibe. This beard-
less savage was dressed in a full Iinglish suit, that be
bad undoubtedly stolen somewhere, as his tribe were
notorivus robboers.

He addressed me, through an interpreter, in broken
B panish.

Probably saspectivg that 1 was a foreigner, e asked
if « Ropa™ (Europe) was not my home. Ile had no
kaowledge of any other country, but supposed thot all
forcigners came from the sane band ou the other sido
ull o grent water, 1 otold Bime conevrning niy anlive
bl and in thie cowse of tho covversation remrked
thut wo Tl a great mny Indins, but that they pgen-
evally used five-nemsy ot which he probably sec me down
ns being bs great aliar as himself.

Aceording 1o his own story, he was a goad man, a
viel wan, and o fFend e lamanity, and te doreignerm
i particular, e bl the same hypoeritieal wiy of
talking as the natives of Mendoza, and I cimie to the
gomelusion that they had wntually assisted eacl uther
in their eddestion,

Alter serntinizing thie various objects about lihw, ha
at length asked e, with a grunt, to tend hiien four
renls. OF cowrse I yefused him; but 1 was curiouy to
learn more ol him, and my refusal was not made in the
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most decided tune possible.  Ile smiled grimly, and
commenced selling b story of his buiatifud house (1)
far away in Matagonin, where 1 shoudd alwiys be awel.
come visiter, Ile hal vast numbers of ostriches and
ghansicos running about his grounds, all of whiuh
shavll Le at my dispoaal i T woulld bt accompary
by haek to the pampua. Le liked foreigness, beeanso
they were beaver than the ganchios.  1ansing in tho
midst of his harangue, he gave me a punch ju the tiby,
and asked to be accommodsted with thice reals,
again refused. Taking up the thrend of his story, he
continued at great length, finally prowsising to bring
me 6 tame guanico when he ceturnsl to Mendoza,
Here followat another poke, and o request for two
reals, then one, and finally promising to be coutent
with 2 malia. T gave it to hinyg and he left me.

The civeus performers inkended Teaving Mendozn for
S fuan, a tewn lying ans lcdeod aned ity milea to
the nerthy, amd carnestly wished me o aceompany
thent, o o it mattered fittle whether T remainud
four moaths ta Mendoza or any other place ; but Lafory
aceepting thetr invitation I ealled wpon the evrreo, or
Chilian courvier, to kee 10T conbd possibly eross the Cor-
dillera with him.  T'he correo was nway en the pasgage,
and the postiaster-gencral helieved that ho waes de-
tained by the temporales that had been raging, and
waulld not return for several woecks.

I croxsingg the mountains during the winter senson,
lour e form e corrgo.  Ons carried the nail, aus.
sther wood, another provisions, &c. Lhey do not Jeave
cither side oftener tlay onee 3 month, mul are some.
ties 2 whole month in peclorming the jourvey, se

14
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they are frequently shut up in tho snow-luta that are
penticred along the roud for many days ut a time.

The casuchas, or snow-huts, are scattered along the
wail ab irregular distances. These huts ave Luile of
brink, with an entrance so constructed as to bo above
the aviftie snow. The post party left Mendoza on
mules, or hovges, and proceeded into the mountaing as
fur as the depth of snow would permit. Peons then
took back the animals, leaving the correo 10 continan
the journey on foot, Thiy was the custom at the tima
of my visit. Upon reaching the main ¢hain of the An-
“des, the state of the atmosphere was ecarcfully studied,
and i tho result proved Livorable thoey asecended the
Corditera,

When upon the western side of the chain, the party
sometimes adopted an ingenious method for facilitating
their progress.  ISach man carried with his o square
pleas ol by, wpon which he paty mvd deseotded tha
Inclined surfices with mueh ease ad great rupidity,
After reaching Santa Rosn, tho first town upon the
weatern side, the carreo mounts a hovse, mud gullops to
Santingo, the capital of the republic, which is about
twenty leagues from the village.

Upon the bth of Jare the correo had not retwrned;
nnd as there was no possibility of my crossing into
Chill, I consented to go o San Juan, and set out aboul
dusk with the c¢irens manager and one of his men lor g
guinla outside the town, frem which wo were te start
the next morning. The owner of the gedniw had ngreed
to take charge of the compaiiy’s mules and baggnge,
end act as guide to our party while erossing the dreary
iravesia,  We passed, by mwooclight, the burial-ground
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on tho oulskivty of tho town, end reached tho mnle-
teer’s house, where we found the family sleeping in the
yard, — men, women, aml dogs, promiscaously.

As T probably shall not in this volume again have
oecusion Lo refer to the town of Mendoza, I will here
apenk of ity destruction, which, ag iny readers donlbitless
are aware, ogeurred in 1861, trom an earthquake. This
most terrible eatastrophe, in which thousands of lannan
beings loust their lives, hag rarely found 2 parallel in
the history of the western hemisphere,

A reeent eraveller, who visited the place after tho
calamity, says, in deseribing the ruins, ——

1 wrose al an early houry aml sallied forth to see
and contumplate the ruing of the daomed eity.

“1 walked along the fine avenue of poplars (the Ala.
meda) for about & hundred yards, and turued into the
Fight s s fiw paeed bronght me into the nearest streot,
whire b owis sbeohutely wbeueck dmub sml smovable
with horror at the seene which presented itself.

“As T gazed along the whole fength of that street, not
a single honse was there to be secn standing; all was a
confused muss of ‘adobes,” beans, and brickas.

“The strect was filled upon a level with what rermained
of the wills of the houses on cither silde, which at a
glance acconnted for the fearfel number of victims —
upwards of twelve thousand ~ entombed beneath the
rning of that Gatal 20th of Blarch, 1861,

“Krom the plazt { turned towards the north, and
there saw the emly edifice, or rather portion of one,
that had remained entire: it was the theatre, which,
baving had a considerable quantity of timbor i its
construction, remained partially uninjured. I nseended
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to the roof, and got a fine vicw of the entire city, Ta
a mile around on avery sida nothing bul 4 ehaotic ey
of ruing wag visible, — the dédris of a large city razed
to the ground in an instant! On the left were the
ruina of what had been once a fine church, ‘Snnto

" Domingo, the aliar and a portion of (he arch being the
Bo, p z

only remaining traces of ils former sacred character.

“ Looking away towards the sonth might be scen the
still partially-ercet walls of San IFrancisco,’ another
fine chureh, which bousted of the lurgest bell in the
city. This bell. was pitehed from its position to a con-
siderablo distanco by tho shock, anid atuck between twa,
towers on the north side of the building, where it may
bo still secn, wedged in so firmly that all attempts at
removing it simply by lifting have failed,  On approach-
ing. *Santo Domingo,’ in order to examine it mora
olosoly, T saw lying aboul it Cprecinet? sovoral hunuan
skeletons, and portions of tho human forns protrading
from benonth the masses of masonry. T was aliost
gickened by the sight, and rmoved quickly away. In
many parts of the city I saw the same horrible exlibi-
tion,-—skulls, arms, legs, &e., lying aboui, some still
undeeayed, especially ncar a conveut an the sonth side
of tho city.”

A gentleman who was buried under the ruins, and
afterwards extricated, in describing his experionces,
80 ¥R, —

#1 gtood at o tablo (abant hall-past cight, P AL)
in the centre of the room, and was in the act of lighting
a ¢igar, wheo tho shock, preceded by a low, ruubling
noise, waa firat fels. Tt was slow for 2 mament in the be-
ginning; but from the noise, I concluded it was going
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Lo be something more than ordinary§ go T rushed into
the street, and ran down tho middle, intending, if' | ossi-
e, to rench the Alameda. 1 had run only some twenty
paces when I £t as if I had been struck a heavy
Llow on the back of the head, and was borne down to
the ecarth in a moment, I knew that the town wasd
infested with rats and vermin of 2ll kinds, and that,
gooncr or later, they would nol fail to find me out
amongst tho thonsands of vietims entombed, like my
self) beneath at least six foet depth of Cadobes”

Mr. Hinehliff, who visited Bucnos Ayres, in writing
of the carlhiquake, suys, —

« M. Bravart, a French savant of some eminence, who
had foretokl the destruction of the city by an carth-
quake, was himself among the vietims, The prineipal
watchmaker in Buenos Ayres, which is about eight
hupdred wiles distint Lrom the scene of this awlul
calamity, told me a envions fact in connection with it.
One day he observed with astonishment that his elocks
suddenly dillered twelve seconds from his chronome-
ters; and when the news wrived, abont a fortnight
. Jater, he found that the pendolums of the former had
been wrresied at the moment of the destruction of
Mendoza?

Since my return to the United States I reccived a
letter fromn Don Guillenne Buenaparte, of San Juan, in
which he spake at eousiderable length of the earth-
(uake. e wrote me that when lie approached Ben-
dozn, three or four days after the catastrophe, the atench
rising from the dead bodies beneath the ruins was per-
ceived at a distance of several miles from the Lown.
o found gauchos f-om the plains robbing the wound-
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ed, and searching among tho rubbisk for plunder
When ho renched the pullic syuare of the city he
fonnd more than a hundred women, all mentaily af
feeted, many entirely berefl of their veason; nll were
praying on their kiwoes, asking the Holy Mary to inter-
cede for the lost souls of their countrymen who hail,
prior 1o the full of the deomed city, united with othery
from San Luis, and bad attacked and butchered wany
ol their political enemics (some fowr hundred) of Sun
Juan, Tho untortunate lunatics scemed to think that
God had overthrown their city to avenge the murder
of 8an Juaninos. A politieal conspiracy was being
planned in the city at the time it was destroyed.
 Such nspoctaclo as Lho nbove noeds wo comment,

At four o'clock of the next moraing after one depar
twre from Mendoza, the muoleteer aroused ws, and bade
ug prepava for the journey 3 sand am hone Luer wo wern
Journeying slong thae base of tho Jolty Anden, that Lows
cred above our heads,

Two howrd vide brought wa lo the frasesig over
which we Journeyed, pussing close to n great luke that is
supplied by two stremns that flow from the Cordillern.

Much of the water s abasorbuld by the seil abont the
lake; and as but very little eseapes throngh one or two
outlets, it has been enliat by the natives * 18 Guana

ache,” or the Consuming Lake.

I afterwards saw specimens of fishes that had Leen
faken from its watery, which were offered for sale in
Son Juan by the half-starved peons during the winter
gcagon, when provisions were very dear,  IF the specis
mens did not belong to the genns Nematogenys of
Girard, they were closely allied to it.
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At night our party stopped beside & rude lat, ip.
habited by a poor gaucho. Tho hut eontuined w en.
rious fumily of wen, women, children, dogs, goats, and
fowls, The poor owner begped for o litllo segar as o
yomedio.

Throughout the following day our course was over
the same dreary desert, and at night we were glad to
errive at a post-honso within a few leagues of San
Jnan. ‘

Bynoon of the mext day our piarty entered the Lown,
which is still more isolated than Mendezn, being one
hundied and {fifty miles north of the principal road to
Chili,
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CITAPTER XIV.
A WINTER IN SAN JUAN.

S soon as I anived at San Juan, I made ingairirs
_A_ for partics who were about erossing the moun-
tring; but owing to 0 most sovero snow storm that set
In, the clonds of which were plaindy visible fron tho
town, I wag foreed Lo the disagrecable necessity of
- remaining until the snows melted, The people told me
that the winter had préved to be the wmost severe of
nuy eeasan within the It thirty yeuars, They said
Chat aftar (on dyy ar mild winteen thoee always pae-
ceeded # shinilir number of wel or severe geasows, and
that tho preseut was the firsb ol o banl seriex, Tho
uppivently aettted wenther that grected me wi bat
thie precursor of most severe storms in the mwountaing.
They suid 1 coulil not cross; to attempt it wonld bo
nraduos.

While the thno hung heavily on my hands, T Leard
much about a strange person, yelept Don Guillermo
Buenzparte, a North American by birth, and a second
father to the poorer classes of Lis immediate vicinity,
8o many were the echarvitable deeds of this man, aud so
firequent were the enlogics pronounced npon his chan
zcter by the natives, that T felt a desive to visit him in
his own casile, which he had eonstrueted of md and
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pliclis, some eight or nine miles distant, in a small »illa
calle] Cansete,

Btore B oeonld find an opportunity of going, I was
favored with a eall from the gentleman himself, whid
rado into Lhe patio of my dwelling ono evening, mount-
e upon o powerful white home, and covered with a
long poacho, which, with o broad sombrero, gave hic
a truly patriarchal appewrance.

Don Guillerino, having heard of my arrival in San
Juun, hind eome to invite me to hig estate in Cauosele,
where he carvied on a little flour will, and (ullowed a
number of other ocenpations. A day was appointe:d
for the visit, and when it came avound T oset onl with
n peon for a guide for the ville, W soon, on leaving
the town, came upon a pliin which gave support to a
few stunted treey peenliar to the fravesia.  With the
s0i] was mingled the peenliar salineg mineral deseribed
in n dvrmer elapter, which, with tha dryness of the
nlimosphiere (Qor i seddam raing in s pact of the ro-
public), made enr journey a disugrecable ono.

I erossing 1hin tenet tho vellections of the sun’s myy
upon the white surlnee alleeted my siglit, and obliged
me Lo follow the practice of my guide, and, like him,
covir thoe Gee with o Targo cotton handkerchiody & le
paetichio. Tho Jisst bompam habitation that 1 suw wa
a rancho built of cornstulks; and here reposed a peon
wifh his wite, children, mad dogy, while a hnge buek
goat, with a formidable pair ol hoyns, stood at the en-
tranee as i Lo receive s,

I soon came to a place where a liborty pole wasg
standing; sk knowing that such a thing could nut be
the work of the natives, I eoncluded that T must be
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near the residence of my new acquainiance. I was
not mistaker, for he soon appeared over a little rising
gromd.  After greeting me cordially, Ie Jed me across
the cunnl, that furnished hiy mill with water, to his
liouse, where lie introduced me to his wife and four
children, the youngest of whom could not yet lisp ils
father’s name.

I remained through the day with them, and when

night came on, so interesting had been Don Guillermo’s
recital of nine years' residenze in the Argentine Re-
publie, t,h:}t. I was casily prevailed upon to remain un-
Ul wmorning.  Tho next day eamo and passed, but sill
[ was an fumate of my cauntryman's house, and finally
was persuaded to promise that I would not leave it
until the snows Lbegan to el upon 1he Cordilleras,
whon 1ot hwbea Lo Chilly weed frome it prbieipal
port, Valparaiso, sail {or home,
- I aceepted the offer of Don Guillermo’s hospitality
only upon the comdition that I should be of serviee to
himm by takiog churge of his milly for the natives were
sv dishoncest that e dared not employ one in any oflice
of tehst, and I ele that i would he ot o plessare for
mo to aidd him, T wagnccordingly installed, afler filteen
minutey’ teaching, ns ?.';OJI.HC?'O, or chicel miltler.

I felt proud of iny office, thongh it was but & hum.
ble one. My mind was fully eceupied, and I hecune
contented.  When opportinities offered, T took an ol
condemned English nusket, which I charged with
powder and a few pebbles, and made exploritions ix
the swrounding conntry for the purpose of muking
collections in its Jfuwna. 1 olten captured many 4
vare specimen, and Jaid the foundation of an ornitholo.
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gical collectton; but although I had no Adiffienlty in
gotling speeimens and preparing them, — for taxidermy
was familiar to me,-—T found one great obstacle to theis
preservation that I conld not swnount. As iny read-
ors doubtless know, arsenic is very essential for pre-
sering thie sking of” Livds and mammals, and I found 1
coulil do lint little witheut it. 8o one dny I mounted
my horse,-—a present from Don Guillermo, — and gal-
lIoped into town in quest of the mineral; but not ono
of the druggists would sell me an ounce of poison; it
was a crime to vend the article, I applied to the
phiysiciung, bt (o no avail, T uext tried some of the
ollicers of' the government, bug fiiled again, 1 even
offered three dollars for ove pound.  The doctors and
oflicer  exelabmed, % What docs the boy want?  Ilo's
mwd b Whera did by comoe frm 87 Lo,

Despondingly I retwened o the will, and my fing
collection, intended for o scientilic society at homng,
wag destroyed in a short time by a minute species of
rverl ants, whicl ate the sking almost entively.

A pair of wrowing owls o dove, oostih, and a
few cges were uli that I sneceeded in bringing home
with nre,

At the mill the season proved to Tie a husy one
Merehants from other provioces visited Saa Juan, and
after disposing of their goods, generally invested thai
retarns in wheat, which was sent to the mill to Lo
ground.  There were no water privileges in the intes
vior, and the merchants and farmers of Covdova and
San Lais frequently sent wheat three or fonr hundied
miles by troops of males. My ollive, therelire, provel
en advantagcons one, as I wag ennbled to have direcs
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intercourse with people from several of the northers
and eastern provinces. Among the nombers that 1
beeame aeguainted with were the old-fashiened Rio-
Jano, who came from his distant home to the north of
the desert, clothed in a heavy frasada, manufactured
from wool of his own shearing by the industry of Lis
wife or danghter. Somctimes the Indiau-looking San-
tiagucnian, or Catamarean, and the crafty yet polite
Cordovese, traded at the mill; and many were the little
gifta that the most respectable portion of my customers
brought me from their estates far back in the irrigated
travesia, or along the bases of the Andes. The press
of business demanded that the mill should be run
night and day. This compelled the poorer elasses that
caine from o distance to sleep in the mill.  And at
night, when all was quict, save the restless hum of the
rovolving sloue, it was o enrions sight to peep-in ot the
door, wd behold the ground covered with sleeping
forms of men, women, and childran of many types and
complexions — here the offspring of tho negro and Ina
dian; thers the child of a Spanish fither and Indian
mother, It was a study worthy the attention of & | ro-
found cthniologist to separate and classity the various
crosses and mixtures of the different races of the genus
Jomo that camo to the mill of Don Guillermo Buenn-
parte, .

Leaving the dusty atmesphere of the mill, I frequent-
Iy wandered cut into the uight air to giuse wpon nsturs
by mooulight. The ennal that watered the district of
Causete brapched off b o dilferent diveevion from tho
main aequiw, and could be traced, as it weund along
the travesin, bv the willows and clumps of reeds thag
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grew upon it banks, - The Andes towered above the
plains o few miles to the west, while on the cast the
solid range of thenmountains of Cordova, stretching fat
to the north, gave an additionul grandeur to the sccno.
The nights were bland and lovely, excepting when the
wind called the zonda (3 sort of sivocco) came,fromn
the Andes, when the natives guffered from its parching
heat, aned those affected with diseases of the heart
trembled in expectation of sudden death,

While T strolled along the banks of the casal the
mil kumnied on as usual, for Don Guilicrmo had con-
structed au ingenious ncthod of alarm, by meana of
which the absent or sleepy miller was warned of the
state of affuirs within the ballding,

Such was the delight that T took in these ramDles
upon the traveste, that duty wax tn one or two instancea
negleeted, and I found, on retumiing to the mill, that
some vilkmous male or degraded female was stealing
the “1hillings” from the millers box, or purlvining
faur firom the hide sack of some conntryman who was
fast in the embrnce of the drowsy god., Once or twice,
on such oceasiony, I became so vexed as to attempt
clearing the room of the thicvish fellows; Dut to ac-
complish this required a stronger arm than mine, and
one attempt almost resalted in a general mélée ; but
ag the femule customers always took sides with the
gringo, I came off in good condition, and attained my
objeet: thus the good name of the will was not for
{uited.

The gavebos love to gamble, and whilo waiting for
the mill to do ita work, they generally spent the tiute @
in playing their favorite games, always staking small
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sums of moncey upon tho chances in order to mako the
thme Py moro profitnbly, Bot winmtaver might have
been the ruley of the other mills, Don Guillermo soon
put o stop to what Lo called a degenerating practice,
and by various emall skirmishes with the gaucho peons,
he fully demonstrated that fids was a North American
institntion, fud that, therelore, gambling could nat be
penmitied upon Lis premises. The peons reinonstrated,
but the den was firm. They threatened to ruin his
Lusiness by patronizing the other mills in preference
to his own; but as their masters respected the policy
of my fricud, they wera restrained fror carrying out
their designn, Thug lnw and order were finnly estab-
lishod, und North Awerican prineiples were trivmphant,
It requires no small degree of firmness and knowledge
of Buman nature Lo carry on tho flour and griiin busi-
ness in the Argentine Repablie,

Ponoe el qquick disl nat Tast Loy hefore weeam|
innovation was attempted, although vpon a new plan,
A bund of thivves and lonlors vrected o b ol corn-
wtulks aned briers upou tho opposite sido ol the canal,
in the distriet of Awjuaco, mud the plice was once more
disturbed by widuight rovels, and by frequent mide
uponn e prounds of peighboring fowes, Bheop,
calves, and, even horscs, disappeared in a mysteriouy
manner. At length Doy Guillermo became cxaspers
ated, and watching an opportunity when the rascala
were absent, he attacked the shanty, levelled it to the
ground, aud, collecting the ruins into one pile, set fira
to it, and burned it to ashes.

The party returned, and, on seeing the condition of
their house, would, in their rage, have demolished tha
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buildings of the don, had n)t fear prevented them; for
they waoll koew that the bow-nnid-order man possessod
five-nrms, dogs, and a stoat hemt.

During my stay at the mill T oceasionally visited the
town of San Jusn, andd passed a few hours with some
aggquaintances, I found, to my surprise, among the
wenlthier eitizeus, u clasy of socicty, which, for dignity
of deportment, strictness in ctiquette, and generous
hospitalicy, would fuvorably compare with any class
that I have met in the United States or in Europe,
The yenug imnen were intelligent and full of generons
ardor, and the muideny —how shall I deseribo them?
Since returning 1 Noeth America, my Triends liavo
sonmietimes asked iF they resembled onr Tndian women!

v Most cevtaiuly not,” T have alimost indignantly -
gwered.  The higher classes of San Juan bonst of a
pure deseent from the old Spavinrds or Portugucese.
Tho line, elear atmorphere of e Ansdea prosinees hioa
aflected Tuvarably the complexion, and most of theso
peoplo have wahio an light as Ot ol tho Julinlitun e
ol tho southern stales of the Unlon,

Many of the females, particulaely the younger anes,
have complexious that, in elearness and beauty, would
rival 1he blondes of Lhe nortl, Inoneddition o persunag
beauty, the ludics of San Juan ean bhoast of varied nt-
tractions.  The guitar is used with n gruce and skill
that give evidence of careful stndy and long practicy
Many play upon the piano, using instraments that have
been carted n theusand miles over the pampas, from
the port of Buenos Ayres. ]

All ean embroider with gkill and clegance. Poctry £
appears to he assiduously cullivaied awmong them, und
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many specimens.of true inspiration came to iy notice
that woukl be constlered worthy of thie name of Ten-
ayson or Longiellow.

Altogether I know of no situation more pleasant, or
containing more elemonts ol inferest and romanee, than
8an Juan. It combines cvery description of scenery,
from the arid plain of the fravesia to the sublime alpine
ranges; and it hns a climate, during many months of
the year, of surpassing lovelincss.

The San Jusninos are a most hospitable people; and
whon the remembrance of their wnalfected and genial
kinduess comes to my miwd, 1 feel the keenest regret
that wo nro so widely sepucated.

The town is said to contain about nine thonsand in-
babitants; but T think the estimate high, althongh many
persens have given a larger population, It certainly,
I mshors, Tulls boelow Memdoza, Phe town ix nid out,
T tho same manaer i wis Mendosn wnd s watavwl by
tho eanals that vun from tho River Sin Juan, o stream
rising In the Coeditlera,

No goitro oxists in thia vieinity, T saw ouly cue
cago of it dwring my stay, and the subjeet had lived
muny yeirs in Mendoz,

About the town arc large pastures of clover, which
garvo to fitten the numcrous hierds of cutile that jinss
through the town on the way to Copinpe or Coquimbo,
in Chili, Boap, raising, and cattle are among the ¢x-
ports to the latter named state.  IMlour i forwarded to
the pampa towns, and to the villages on the travesia.
Wine is made in large quantitics, but does not now
~ pay 2 suflicient profit if sent to any consi lerable dis
lance, although it was exported largely in by-gone



DON JOsE THE PENITENT. 225

years  All the fruite that grow in Mendeza thrive
better in this province.  The oranges of BMendoza
seemed to posscss an acrid taste, but 1 did not detect
this in any of the {rnits of San Juan, The vineyards
gurpasy anyLthing that T have ever soen, —not in the
culture of the grape, as bat little is done to the
vines, but in the quality of the fiuit. I distingniched
cleven kinds of grapes in the guinfas around San
Junn. ' '

The ivon plough and other improved implements of
ngriculture were unknown, and when I described to
tho guinicres Lhe facility with which the celebiated
Prouty and Mears contre draught plongh iy landledy
they fairly overwhiclmed me with questions, which had,
at least, the merit of artlessness,

There is at San Jann a Board of Water Commission-
erd, who have cliogo of the rvignting depiartment,
Pliewo oflivinle nro seven e mumber. Phey bavo Ine
bored hiard to extend the main eanals beyond the vidlus
of Couscle ad Anjuco, even to tho very base of the
27¢ e palo, or woolden foot — a sterra gome fourteen
miles east of Sap Juan, By these means the sterile
suline freeesie is gyadually becoming clothed with ver-
dure, mud spreading pastures of clover, surrounded by
poplars and willows, cover spots that threo yeuars since
were occupied only by scattered thorn-bushes.

As Y have aleeady juentioned, the situation of miller,
that I filled, was the mcans of giving me many oppor-
tunities for meeting and studying dillevent phases of
character,

One of my customers, whom I Liave set down in my
journzl as Don Jusé, the penitent, was indeed a stnly.

15
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ITe was a large-limbed, long-winded, conragetus old
ftllow, of the pure Spanish stock, and descended from
the ovigiual conguerors of the Argentine Republie. 1
Liad frequently heard Lis nume mentioned by the gau.
¢hos, one or two of wham delighted n telling of his
prowess during tho lust vevolution.  The town of San
Juan lad been taken by an armed Land while tho
illustiious Renavides was outsido the place, and Don
Joad, who was then an arriero, or muleteer, felt it his
duty to reseue it ftom wlat ho considered the wrong
political party.  The cuartel batl been taken, and no
soldiers could be enlisted for the purpese; bur Don
Jost's energy did not fail. Tle scoured the connuy
about San Juan, and coliected twenty-live pauchos,
who followed him to the town. Tho precipitale eatry
made by the gallant little pmty struck fear amd eon-
sternation into the revolutionists, and Don Josd was
Luilod ng doliversr o muny weeks,

The rieh people, who had never before noticed lim,
now Louched their sewdrerosy, md Lionoved him with
their praisoe aned approbadion,  But, ay Don Jusb said,
thig did not give him money, and he therefore was no
better in station i befere tio vevolution.  [To was
slill o peen.  Afer tho excikeient bad dicd nway,
and rich dong no longer doefled tlfeir hats a8 e passed,
he sat soberly down and meditated upon lhow he eould
raise moncy enough to rent him a farny, forhe well knew
that bis industry would soon make him independent,
proyided he counld hire 8 spot of land f{it for cultjva-
tion. Nobady weuld loan him a pese,

Our here, nevertnieless, did not despond.  Ile sought
volief in religion, Lut in a different mauoer from that
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which is usually practised. The don knew that several
. of the ¢hurchies of the town had Lirge endowments.
People dying, and wishing to enter a better world, there
¢0 enjoy a life of bliss, hud left srma of money to the
chureh, surcly not to be applied to eharitable purposes,
for the priests generally requiro wine dollars for saying
.nass over the body of the puorest ekild of the ehurch,
{'lhe pricsts will sometimes Jend these moneys upon
goud security, and to pious people, at tie low rate of
fivo per conti; smud we may well call this o low rate,
whan, in businesy Lrasactions, the peoplo of the inte-
“rior towns ravely churge less than eighteen per eent.
The don, knowing that he had not attended masy
regularly, did not feel satisfied that hia applieation for
money to the priesis would meet with suecess, nnd o
therefore eontmenced a plan that, i caeried out, would
insure him all the money that his wants vequired.  ITo
resolved Lo Leeomo a penitent. 1Mo Joakad back over
his past life with sorrow. “I have sinned — hava
stieal wore than ol other,” ho gnid to tho other penis
tentd,  “Iawm resolved to change my modo of life, and
now I will live for some good purpose.”
Faeh day his phiz lengihened. “1Tow goleinn he

looks!” waid tho lriemds ol his family ; “poor Don,

José!” Tle lost flesh rapidly, and ihe brave deliverer
of the town became feeble as a woman. Ile attended
chiurch regularly, was always at the masses, and never
absent from the confessdional. He was, in short, 2
mode! ehurch member.  The priests weve his fricuds,
— not the jolly, fat, lnnghing padres, but the frizzle-
headed, stern old fellows, that rarvely smiled, and then
only al the follies of the world. Don José fusted a
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great deal, and then, alter adviging with hiy confossor,
determined to scourge Limself, and to pass three days
in solitary confinement. Ile bade adicu to his friends,
. and lockod himsell into o Tittde domicilo (hat helongd
to tho chwreh. Ilere, in eommunion with himscli; lio
pagged hiree long days wnd nights without Jood.  YWith
a short picce of raw hide Le chastised his body, —
vicuriously, probably, after the example of his illustri-
ang Manehegan  counteyman, - wd wpota of Dlood
(from the nrteries of an ox) were observed upom the
flvor and walls of the chiamber whett good Father R
entered, and who declared that his son had done his
duty nobly. :
Don José bad accomplished bis object, 1o coulkl
. be trusted by the clergy now, and it wug with pleasre
that the treasurer-padre gave the sum required by our
Iere. With tho borrowed mouey he vented a B,
el b oean go o sttest to the ducauss of bis aperations,
that as I passed his residenco I often filled my saddle-
Lag with the fiuits of Lis penitence, which I took to
the mill to make happy tho little cherubs of Don

Guillermo,

.
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CHAPTER XV,
A WINTER IN SAN JUAN— CONTINUED.

I'TII the approach of spring, the desert avornd

V the mill beeme a constant source of siudy to
me.  The lagoon near the house wag filled with seven
or cight species of ducks and teals, and oceasionally a
pair of white swany might bo seen upen tho water, where
they freguently staid for severnl days in succession.
The dncks remained throughout the whole year; and
before T lefi Causete, the Ohina or ballbreed girls
woere fregrently seen swimming inte tho lngoon, whore
they captured great numbers of the young fowl.

The green-winged teal, pin-tailed duck, and other
gpreciea of the northern eontinent, were far from un-
connmon,

One day, while standing in the doorway of the mill
attempiting to get n glimpse of n dim line of the point
of the ¢ de palo, wheyo I had been told that a bean.
tiful region, called the © Fenile Valley,” lay embosome]
in trees, my attention was attracted to a davk spot in
the sierra, whicl seemed to be a hole in the rock. On
the following day, at sunset, I again distinguished the
game dark spot: cach day it grew larger; and ono
marning an old miner came into the mill, and informed
me that a company of Chilenos were opening a vein
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tho situntion of the séera, the prondinrities of the raclg
&e.yled him to doubt of the practicability of the under
tuking.,  Ilow the party succeeded in thete search for
gold I liave not yet learned; but the antecedents of
the mountain are bad, {for when tha séerrg was discove.
ered by the carly ndventura, in expectation of finding
gold, they named it 2%€ de Oro, or “ oot ol Golld,)®
and afterwards, when they had been disappointed in
searching for the ove, they dropped the first name, and
called it that by which it is known at the present day
— Fié de Palo, or “Wooden Foot,”

The Nama and other animals ave found in the sizrvo
of this section, wlich wro nixe kuown — for what reisan
I never coudil lonrn—as the mountaing of Corduva,
I hiad not thino to visit the range when in Ciusete,
though I much desived to do so, as the old guides and
miners told many strange stories regarding it.

One eveniug, as Twas in tho mill ot work, s servant
ontie frowm the hienso sy ing that Don Guillerinoe wishean
to sce me, and give ma an intreduction to 4 guest whe
had just avdved, 1 repaived (o the houkey where |
mudo tho sepnintanco af the celebrated gancho, Dicblo
MceGilll  As he has quite a Jueal notoriety, T will speak
of him morae tully hova than I otheryine wonhl,

Mol wangestobratod above most gaunehos Jor hiy
ekill in wsing the lasse, knife, and doliudores, and in tho
management of wild colts.  Ile was the landsomest
Lerdsman that I ever saw, and was go polite and casy
i1 hia intercourse with strangers that I at first doubted
il hie was really the wild gaucho of whom I had heard
8o much, DeGill was the awner of a troop of muws,
ho left his native proviuce to follow the wandering ¥
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of &» pampa merchant, beeauso he despised his own
sountryten, and declared that they were all peona
(Iaborers), and not gauchos ; for the provinee in which
he was Loru, being situated upon the desert, au the base
ol the Andes, conlained very fow eattle-farms, md cons
soquently the inhalitants were wostly traders, laborers,
abd “loafers”

He visited the provinee annually, and wlile in his na-
tive town invarinbly played some mad prank to aston.
ish the natives, and keep his veputation as a diadlo.

Ou feast days he dressed himsell in the full habili-
ments of o herdsinan, ashowy ehiropd, inoly-wronght
drawers, heavy silver spers, e Tis horse was seloeted
with care from his eorral, and Dbedecked with silver
ornatents from the head to the tail, and a costly re-
caddo, or country saddle, placed upon its bdack. Thus
cquipped, e waonld sally forth to visic the various pul-
peviesy ovalrinking-shiops, whero the gichos erpweded
to listen to his songs, and tales of mighty deeds truns-
weted while pecompanying his teoop of mnles across the
Junely pmupas,

All the seitovitas felt happy when BcGill asked them
Ca seconpany b theowgsh fe ssondo eneea, ¢f gate, or
L marigiétay i the Lhroo privcipal danees nro stylod,
and slic who conld keep the wild gancho by her sida
for onge Lialf howr feit more gratified than if she had
made a dozen ordingey conquests, But the wild gancho
conlld not love @t fair sehorita, thongh she might Le 1o
bello of the provinee. Ilorses, wild colts, wild bulls,
and Wikl gauchos were his chosen companions, and the
fir gex tricd, but in vain, to find some uneovered wpot
upon which to muke an impression : ho was hopenotra
ble to thoe shafle of Gupid.
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The story is told that, during one of his last visity
Dan Antonio Morano, who liad always envied the sue
vess of MeGill, ehallenged biin to prove his skill in the
uen of tho lasso.  MeGill necepted tho challenge, and
entered, lasso in hand, the corral of the jealous Don
Antonio.

“I will do more than you challenge e to attempt,”
said our hero, coolly. “Here are five hundred mules
in this cireular yard, and as you drive around the ¢ir-
cle they run cight or ten abreast. Now, T will stand
in the middle, ind s they pase aroun] me you wre to
call out which nrule you wish lassowd, and nwpon what
leg or part of the Lody the animal is 1o be noosed.
This you must dv when thu particular beast is in front
of me, sa that I can throw the bssoe when she is behind
me,  As fust 18 one is enught, you aro 1o remove her
from the corral. Thus will I eatch cach of the five
Linndred mudes, without missing & single throw, and
onteh’ them while they pasy prmun ymy pacx.  Will
that satisfy you, Don Antonio Moreno 77

The ather pavty looked iseredulom,  Don Antonie
wus himself o (iest-rate goucho and resteecdor 7 bo had
seen good lassoing, but this offer seemedd preposterous,

“ e ony MeGill)” Lo said, with o contemptucus shrug
of the sloulders.  “« When you have eaught five hauy-
dred mwules behind your back, I will pay you well for
sour trouble”

The gaucho took his place in the eentre of the yard,
and, 25 the mules were driven around the circle, threw
hig lasso with unerring skill; first one, then anotber,
then: a third, rolled over upon the ground, always full-
mg upon the head in a particular manner,
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Don Antenie suspected the gancho, and pereciving
hik object in Lhrowing tho males upon their heads, pro-
tested agninst it.

“Yon will break the neeks of half of them!™ he ex-
claimed to Lthe gaucho, who at the same moment, with
adexterous jerk on the lasso, sent another mule, stunned,
upon the ground.

«Stop!” he shonted. «McGill, what mean you by
throwing the mules in that mannper?”

“Wha do T mean?” replied the herdsman, as an-
olher mude slived thie smng fae of Lho lnst one. “ What
do I mean? Why, mun, Iinean tu break the necks of
all your mutes, that I may give you a certain proof that
I cire throw tho laggo eqnud to, aud better than, any
Sun Juanine.” '

“ Inough! enonght? veplicd the excited don. “You
have proved it; there is no necessity of further effort.
Besides, these mules are 1o be driven across the Cor-
dillera into Chili, and il" you Dbreale their necks it's
maney out of my pocket. Had wo not better eater
the house? 1 bolievo Doitn Trinidnd is rewly to serve
maié. :

When McGill rode forth npon a feast day as Gaucho

"Portenio, or Buenos Ayronn herdsan, the poons of
San Juan gazed with astonislunent upon hia rich trap-
pings. I hiave the list of articles that he and lis ani-
inal wore. Upon his favorite Dlack horse were fivst
placed three brgeras, or sking, to preserve the animal's
back from the chafing of saddle.gear. Upou 1tlicse
were laid 2 heavy, fine-wronght jergon, or blanket, to
absorb the perspiration; over thess were laid, fivst, a
corona d¢ waca, or cow’s hide covering, to give firmaesa
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to tho saddlo; secondly, s corone ol fino leather, te
bitdo the rougher picces beneath,

Tho Iattor article, which was richly embosaed, war
very ornamental, ind drew from the ganchos many ad-
miring rewarks. Upon this platform, or found:ition
thie recardo was placed, and kept fivmly in position by
a witde cinecha, orv girth, cut from softencd, untarncd
hide. A pellon, or sheepskin, was laid upon the saddie,
and kept in itg place by a smaller girth. The pellon
wag then covered with a small piece of embroidered
cloth, worked by the hands of some fuir damsel. Tho
lasso kay upen the animal’s evoup, behind the rider, amld
wis uttached Lo an bron ring in the browd cincha. A
pair of afforjus, or saddle-bags, were thrown neross the
peak of the saddle, and around the animal’s neck huny
a leather vope, the diador, used to tic him when feed-
ing, thongh the Iasso i3 generally employed for-thst
PR,

Upon the peak of tho saddle were swung the ¢hifles,
two cowd' horns, 1n which won encried wine or water, - -
Nluidy shyolutaly indispensudilo wpon the fravesic of Bun
Luis,

IProm boneuth tho left sida of tho corouds, clasa by
the ponle of the anddlo, peeperl th thres bidis, the well-
known dolicdores (called in most works of travel dolus),
with which the gaucho sccures game while upon the
road.

Ianging from the flador was a pair of manes, or
shavkles, for the horse’s fove fect, whicl serve the same
purpose as a pair of handenffs. IF the rider wishes to
leave his horse in the street, where many travellers are
passing, he places the manes upon the animal’s fore
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logs, and it i only witle great diflendty that the beasd
ean slowly move abont.  Lastly, the bridle, a magniti-
cent article, formed of leather, and thickly stmlded
with silver plates, and the horse was equipped
MeGill was dressed in the gala costume of a Luenca
Ayrean paucho, with drawers of the finest needlework,
arsl the ehiérepd, that covered lis loins, of costly silk.
From this description the reader can gain some idea
of a fast man among the gauchos, for such was the
guest of Don Guillermo.

In this comncction T may devote a few lines to a
character well known throughout the Provincey of Ta
P'lata — the rastreador, or tratler,

Wilile the mill was in operation one allernoou, I had
ocoasion to leave the building, in order to lot on mwove
water from the aeguin. While attending 1o the flood-
gate, T saw an old mian slowly appronching the mill,
with Lis eyes Lieut npon the grouwl. e frequently
stopped to inspeet the goily then, continuing his canrsoe,
ho parscd Lo midly wind crosscd the rade beidge Lt
gpanned tho canal. Continving along the Zravesie in
the district of Anjuco, he was soon lost among the
tharn treey and thickels of seda-gaseno, T thonght no
more of the old man, supposing thal ho hd peabnbly
lost some article, and was searching for it, Aw hour
later he returned to the mill, and said a few words to
Pon Guillermo and several gauchos, who were waiting
for ibeir vespective turns at the hopper.  In an instnn
the room was vaeated; the party dispersed along tho
road, and a8 they oceasionally camne together near the
‘mill, I could see the old man giving some advice, npon
which the ganchos again dispersed. The party returned
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about eight o’clock, and from the peons T learned that
the old man wis o teailer,  ITo hud been walking along
the rond, and had noticed a footpring that struck bim
as “deccitful.” e samid that a man lad passed the
mill about (hreo o’cloek, awl (hat (e man was a role
boure 8 D Do wa drespod, andd 1o tendler, * o wenmnng's
clothes. Therve are places along hig teail that prove ha
held the dress ap wich hiy Ty iw others 30 teniled
along tho ground. Ile wore a woman’s shoc, which
did not fit him; his foot was broad, the shoe long and
narrow, Ho walked in some places, and ran through
the thickets, No wan drosacs i woman’s gark with-
oub gomo bal jntent.”
“IIe is somewhere among the ranchos of Anjuco.”
Wonderful to state, newa came from town the next
dny that savernl men hod dreanod themaalves in (emale
attire, and in that disguisce had visited the ptores in the
Callo Ancho, or Broadway, where they luut purloined
many urticles, which the rogues had hidden beoeath
their dresses. Tt'was the trail of one of these dresses
that tho old rastreador hind siruck, )
The patriot Sarmiento, a San Juanino by biith, saya
of iho eharacteristics of these men, the trailers, —
“QOnee, 18 I was crossing a path that led into the
Buenos Ayres road, the mulctecr that conducted mo
cast his eyes upan the ground, as was his custam, and
said & very good black mule passed hero yesterday ; she
had an easy gait, and was saddled; she belongs to the

troop of Don ~——, This man was coming fiom the
sierra of San Luis; the troop was returning from Buo-
nos Ayres,

“A yeor had passed since he had scen the black
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mule, the track of which wag confitsed with those of @
whole broop, tu o path not moro than two fuet wide.
But 1big keenness of perception, so apparenlly incredi.
ble, is a faicully cornmon to every guucho; this man was
oo winlobeoy, nosd tol » profmmonnt beaiee,”

1o wlso describes anather trailer in Za Vida de Juan,
Frenndo Quirega, ay lolowy 1w

“I knew a brailer by the anme of Calibar, who had
practised his profession in one province during forty
successive years. Ile is now ncarly eighty years old,
and though bowed with age, still retains a venerable
wned digniliod appesrance.

“ When they speak to him of Lis fabulous refiutation,
he answers, ‘I ant now useless; these are my children.
It is said of him that during o trip that bo made Lo
Buenos Ayres a sauldle was stolen trom his house.

«¥Tiy wifo coverad tho rehlier's tmek with a woodon
bowl, T'wo months later Cadibar returned home, and
gaw the almest obliterated footprint, that to other eyes
waa fmperceptible, and nothing moro was snid of the
ocenrrence. A year and a hall’ afterwards Cualibar waa
walking along u street in the sueburbs of the town, with
his head inclined towards the ground. Ilo entered o
honasg, and found a saddle, blackened, and almost worth-
less from use ; he Had found the trail of tho robber afer
a lupao of two yenrs.

“ Puring the year 1830 a criminal had cycaped from
jail, and Calibar was charged to find him.  Tho un-
happy man, knowing that he would bo tracked, had
taken all the precantions which the fear of the scaffold

could invent.
« {Tgelens precaulio-m! Perhaps they only served to
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insnare lum, for Calibar felt that is reputalion migh
be compromised, and sclf-prido cuused him to sequis
himseltf well,

“The runaway took every advantago of the uneven-
noss of the ground so ns to ballle his pursuar; but hie

olfuris only proved the marvellous sight of the rastre

ador. )

“IIe walked the wholo length of sircets on tiptoo,
then elimbed Jow walls, crossed 2 pasture, and returned
in his own track,

“Calibar followed without losing the trail. If he
momonlarily missed it, i wag soon recovered, At lust
bo wrrived at a canat of water in the suburbs, where
the fhgitive had followed the ewrent, Lo foil the trail-
er. Buot in vain! Calibur followed along the shore
without any uneasiness, and at last stopped to cxnmine
somo grass, with the words, ¢ At this place he eamo
o1t thore T me Traek, bul these drops of walor jn the
pasture indicate it

“The fugitivo haul ontorod a vineynrd,  Calilar sur-
yoyod with by cyo tho walls 1l surroundedt ity amdd
said, *Ile iz within? The party of soldiers that at-
tended him romght in tho vineyard without snccess,
At Tangth oy beonimo tired of Jnting, med retirned
to veport the uselessness of thelr scarch.  ¢Tle has not
come out,’ waa the brief answer which the trailer gave,
without moving himself; or procceding to a new ex-
amination. Ile had not come out, indeed; another
search discovered him, and on the following Avy be
was exccuted.”
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CITATTER XVIL
VIENTE DE ZONDA.

N a preceding chapler I made reference to the

viente de zonda, or zonds wind; and as the history
of it is imperieetly known in the northern continent, 1
will here speak of it to some extent.

The viente de zonda may bo called a loeal wind, as
it blows only in tho vicinity of the provinee of San
Juan, the town whoro the following obscervations wore
made,

Ban Junn, the eapital of tho provinee, lios ot the
eastern base of tho Andes, three or four leagues diss
tant {rom tho outer sierra, south latitnde 31° 4 (Mo-
ling), Jongitudo 68 B7" west (Arrewsmith), Bohind
the first range in a valley are four or five firms, which
constitute the hamlet of Zonda, from which the wind
i nunwdl. 1L Mows nl wdl sensonn, though during Joly
and August (midwinter) it is most frequent. This
wind is hot and parching to the skin, and brings wilth
it clonds of dust and fine sand,

All persons leave their work, and scek refuge in
their houses, while frequently the huts of the ganchos
are blawn down by the forco of the wind. Most per-
sons are troubled with severe headaches. Those who -
bave been suffering from discases of the heart find their
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complaints greatly aggravated, and frequently thers
aro eases of sudden death. Fhree or fuur years sinee,
five persons fell dead during the zondas in the month
of August. The wind lasts sometimes two or threo
howrwy at otlor thues, forty-vipght hones, thongth thin
long dwration is rare,  Whils the zonde is at is heiglhi,
a8 fow pufls of cold air from the south announce a
change, and immediately the weather-cock veers from
east and west to north and south, and a eold wind,
cqually as strong as Lhe hot zonda, then prevails from
the south. Al nature is reficshed by the change, and
men resume their abandoned labors,

In gearching through the works of the very few
authors who have visited the interior of the Argentine
states (all but ene ov two of whom wore Iuropeans), 1
find that only one mentions the existence of this phe-
nomenon; and he did not, probablly, visit the towa
whoro my observations were made, which locality is
considered by the natives as the northern limit of tho
gonedas,

John Miers, the author of an interesting work on
the Provincea of La Plata and Chili, remained a short
timo in Mendoza. Tlo states that this southern locality
i3 annoyed by winds that blow during the summer
mounths from the valley of Zonda, and notes the fact
that two dark clouds eame from the north-west, and
hovored over the town during the greater part of tha
night, and in the morming everything that had heen
exposed to tho air was covered with fine sand, which
was of a light gray color, and slightly magnetie,. It
was Miers’s opinion that “a sowufiritre, or active vol-
wang,” existed to the novthward of San Juan, fiom



COULRHL D1 TUEL ZONDA, 2.1%

which the harricanes and shewers of amd originatod,
1Tad M. Micrs visited San Juan, hiw view of the posis
tion of the volemmo would, undoubtedly, have been
changed ; for though the 2ondas reach: Mondoza to
thoe south, tho direstion of the wind whoen it sirikos
that place didlers from the line 6 fullows when it
rushes with viclence npon the northern town. At
San Juan it comes due west from the Andes. Ilence
the starting-point of the zonda cannot be to the north
of the town, as Miers conjectured. According to the
account of the natives, the zonda of Snn Juan does not
cover n brouder spaco than ten or {ifteen miles alter it
leaves the sierra of Zonda.

Tuking this into consideration, in connection with
Miera’s stutement that the Mendoza zonda comes from
the north-west, dilfering, as 3¢ will be secn, four points
from the northern town, we may infer that the Men-
doza and San Juan zondas do not blow at the same
time. If this i8 brue, it is an interesting fact, showing
that thig peculiar wind does not always follow the
same track,

Miers further states that these are summer winds in
Mendoza. From personal ebservation, aud by reliable
aceounts of educated San Juaninos, 1 found that they
were more partienlarly the winter winds; at least they
are more frequent diring that season.  Invalids suffer-
ing o preumonical disoases and compluinty afleets
fng the heart and liver, anticipate the month of August
(widwinter) with cansternntion, and theie anxioty i
not quictel until they havo passed throwgsh the drond
ed ordeal,

While passing tho winter in San Juan, I noted the

14
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courses of upwards of twenty zondas. Some were of
short durationj others lusted eighteen vr twenty hours

Duwing tho latter part of August, as I was stunding
upon the saline desert, a few miles enst of San Juan,
my attention was attracted by » cloud of dust that
appeared to roll through the aiy as it aj proached me,
I started for a shelter, and had Lardly reached it when
the zonda swept past, filling the air with fine ycllow
sand. The temperature of the previouwsly sulury at-
mosphere suddenly rose many degrees, and the occu-
pants of the neighbering huts were affected with severe
headaches. I notod, with a compass, the course of the
wind, which was west.  All night and through the fol-
lowing day and night, tle wind continued blowlng with
nndinminished faece. Kaeh hour the vane beside the
hut was consulted, and the sane courso as at first way
always observed. A few honrs before the wind ceased
the sand showers were exhansted. The greatest heat
wal durtng the first fow hours; and this is always tho
onao if the zonda commences during the day.  After
oonthmbng for thivky-six howm the cinnge aune,. Jt
wag ingtantancous, The hst wind geemed cut off at
right angles by a c¢old wind from the south., The
chinge could not have cccupied more than forty sec-
onds. Thoe gouth wind Iasted twenty bouye, and was
as violent as the hot zonda. In speaking of the Blen-
doza zondes, Micrs docs not mention the sueccession of
the south wind. It is easy to comprehend that, after
go large an area has become filled with heated air, the
effect will be felt in the cobler regions of the gonh,
and a strong current firom that direction will yash in
to restore the atmospheric equilibium, Hence the
sauga of the south wind succeeding the zonda.



ORICIN OF ZONDA. 248

Miers beleved that the origin of the zondas wag vol
eanic, and a corraboration of his views is found in the
work of Sir Woodbine Parish, in which he states that
thic volcauo Peuguencs, which is sitnated about one
bundred miles south-west fiom Mendoza, and rvaches
an altitude of nearly fifleen thousund feet above the
level of the sea, emits clords of ashes and pnmice-dnst.
This dust is carried by the winds ag far us Mendoza,
but these clonds do not strike the town with the force
of the San Juan zonde. The pumice-dust is Lorne
along by variable winds. From tins fhct we may infer
that the fine sand of the zondus comes from a similar
souree. The most important question is, Where origi-
nales the hot and purching wind that ahowys accom-
pantes, and s peculiar o, the zondus? The old
guides, who are funiliay with the valleys of the Andes,
tnfornsed me that these winds Wow from oft’ the main
snow-clad ridge of that great chuin of mountains, and
cxpressed their suyprise at the fact “that from a cold
region comes a burning wind,”

Hlrong npd rtendy winds genornlly fulfow o direct
Jine.  'Fhis fuck dn chwracteristio ol the zondua, 1T
Micis's coujecture be true regarding the origin of these
winds, the position of the voleano, or souffritre, might
be found by observing the following suggestion, bear-
ing in mind that the Mendoza wind eomics from the
north-west, and the San Juan zende from the wwest.
That point where two lines— onc running west {rom
the northern town, the other north-west from the
southiera town-— wiil intersect, 18 the stariing-point
of the sand clouds, if not of the accompanying hot
wind.
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‘L’oo]sing upon the map of South America, we find in
the Cordillera of the Audces, betwoen the Iatitudes of
Ban Junn and Meudoza, four peaks marked as doubiid
voleanoes : Limari, directly west of San Juan; Chuapn,
thirty miles farthor south; and nesr the halfway point
of tho bwo Lewany Ligaas To the north ol wost of
Mendoza stands prominent the lofty Aconcagua, that
has been estimuted by two English captaing to huve an
elevation of twenty-three thousand nine hundred feet.
The point of intersection of the west and north-west
zonde linea iy in the vicinity of Limmi and Chuapu,
and, if not cither of these, the zonda voleano is a near
noighbor to them.
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CLHAPTEI! XVIL
ADYENTULES OF DON GUILLERMO DUENAPARTE

URING the montha that I remained with Don

Guillermo, I studied well the character of mine
host; and so gonerous were his sentiments, and kind
hiz heart, that cach day my attachment for him in-
creased. Elis Jife had been a curious one; and as we
sat by the table, one morning, imbibing a maté, I urged
him to give mc some account of his peregrinations
since {eaving his native land.  Grasping my hand, with
tears visible in his eyes, he snid, « My friend, if you
will promise to search out my relatives, when yon
roturn te North Amerien, and give them my history,
I will willingly answer your request.” A brasero of
coals having been placed benenth the table, around
which the members of the honschold were scuted,
Don Guillermo commenced his recical,

“ At eighteen years of age, cortain family troubles
ocewrred, and being a proud-spirited yonth, I ehanged
my quiet lifo on shore for an adventurous one upon
the ocean.  From my own village I proceeded to the
great metropolis, New York, and was dirceted, after
some inqgniry, to a shipping oflice, the proprictor of
whichk informed we that he wag procuring a laurge
crew for a vesscl, owned, and then lying, at Naw
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Bedford. The first question asked by this gentleman
wag, ¢ IJave you beon round the Hom?’  Ag ihis was
to be my first teip upon salt water, I informed him to
that effect. ¢ Well’ continued be, “that’s bad enough.
Now, you sec, I have alrcady shipped all the green
hands that arc wanted, and the old man sent word
down from Bedford forbidding me to take any others
than such as have made one or two voyages. DBut
don’t get discouraged at trifles; we will settle that
matter: follow me” ' . ¢

“In the centre of the room was a post or pillar, upon
which was a cow’s hornj and round this he walked
twice, I following close upon his heels. ¢ Now,' said
the shipping master, <if any man, ssilor or monkey,
says that you haven’t been round the Ilorn, just give
bim tho lie. You can sign these arlicles, and go up
to Bedford to-morrow moroning, with a dozen.likely
young meu, who are goittg to sea for their health, and
they will enjoy themselves, I don’t doubt, ng there aro
soveral gentlemew’s sons among the crew” I wag
munuged at this comicul way ol weathering the Tiorn,
and asked bim if it would not Lo advisable to inform
our captain of tho guick passage I liad wmade; but the
olil follow gilonced wo by stating thut Lo had shipped
finndreds of sailors (7) in the samo way, and ihey had
all given satisfaction.

« Y lefs New Bedford, a few days Iater, in the Goleonda,
and, after & good run round the ITorn, we touched at
several places on the coast of Chili, at one of which
I left the vessel, and gecretly joined a pearl and whale
ship that was bound to the Galdpagos Islands, with
the intention of procuring supplies of wood and tor
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tolscs, the latter being a good remedy for scurvy. The
first Iand made after Jeaving the coast of Chili was
the rock of Dunda, which rises some hundreds of feet
above the level of the sea. Here the boats were low~
ered to catch a species of fish that weighed about six
pounds, and found in Jarge schools close in to the rock,
With piecos of pork and white rags gressed, we canght
in a few hours several barrels full, which were taken
on board the ship and salted down. While fishing,
the mate caught on his hook a large serpent, cight or
nine fect in length, covered with scales, and nearly as
large as & man’s leg. Tt came into the boat with severe
struggles, during which it knocked the mate senscloss,
and two Dutchmen, from fright, jumped into the gea,
This rock is supposed to have once belonged to the
Galipagos, being in tho same range, and, with a fair
wind, is Lot o few howre’ sail from tho prineipal mems-
bers of that group,

“The ship, which had been lying off and on, was now
put before the wind, and we steered for an uninhabited
islmd of the Guldpagos, called Terrapin Island, and,
when near'it, a party of picked men wero lowered in
the boats, with ordera to collect all the wood and tor-
toiso that sould bo procured.  Tho thros boats’ crews,
upon lunding, foaud the island te Lo composed of pum-
ice-stone, probably thrown from a voleano in its centre.
Next the beach was a narvow strip of land, covered
with u light growth of wood, which did not extond
forty rods inland; and though imnediate scarch was
made for water, not a drop could be found. One of
the erew asserted that inland grew a stunted prickly
pear, and dwarf camphor treg, We wero full of fun,
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and each boasted that he knew where to hunt for tha
lergest tortoisay and a party of four, including myself;
set out togethier, cach promnising to return with a gigun-
tio one. As we journcyed inland, the surface of the
island became moroe irregadur, and was filled with deep
arnolig o chamney w hottemn ol whiob, in wnny los
stances, could not be discerned. "These flssures de-
scondod far bolow tho loval of tho son; awd, hoping to
discover fresh water, wo desgeended into several, but
they were all dry and warm as cvens. The rocks
around us wero porous, and thercfore wust have ab-
sorbed the water that tell when it rained, which, in
tlioso parts of tho world, is & rare ocenrrenco.  Among
the rocks abounded a sort of lizards, with long tails,
called iguanas.

“ AQter wundering sovoral miles and not meoting with
tortoises, a portion of the party concluded to ¢’bout
ship? and return, when a dispute aroso regading tho
true direction to the bay whero the rhip luy, wl wo
parted, I following the course that appeared to be tho
true ono, whilo my three companiony set out upon an
entirely difforent one. I continued on until the shades
of evening enveloped the island, and made the voleano
look like a grim giant. Ierc I should have rested
until morning, as much suffering wonld have been pre-
vented ; but, feeling confident that my course was
right, I travelled on in the dark, and, as 1 afterwards -
lenrned, paseed tho bay without being aware of its
proxunoity. At last, exhausted with walking, I lay
Jown to sleep upon the pumice-stone; but the heat
wag go great, that I waa olliged Lo tuvn from side to
¢ido with the tocture i indlioted ; for tho sun’a heak
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had been sbzorbed during the day by thuese rocks,
and it wns now given off with aw intensity that was
traly astonishing. T lighted my pipe and tried to fue
get my troubles; but, almost dying with thirst, and
seorched with the slow fire beneath me, the night wore
henvily away. Whon maerning oso, I ekmuined my
stock of matehes, and found that three remained; be-
sides o itklo tobuceo, and, anvefally putting theso fn o
sufe pocket, T directed my steps to the tall moantain,
which appeared to be but a few miles distant. By sn
doing, chanee might favor me, as the men hwl suid, the
previous day, that the prickly pear grew in the intevior;
but my great object was Lo fad water,

“ When the sun had reached the meridian, a pair of
wew double-soled shioes, which I Liad on, were worn or
burned through; I had found no waler, and the
mountain appeared farther off than it did when I saw
it the provious morning. '

“Thanks to a good Providence, this misery was scon
ta be ended, at least for a time; for while journeying
along late in tho afternoon, with fect bleeding at every
step, I espied a litlo green Lill that peepod nbove the
rocks, and with renewed energy I pushed forward, and
sank fainling at its base.

“T soon recovered from the exhaustion caused by my
sufferings, and as darkness eame on, sleep overpowered
and wrapped me in its embrace, It was after midnight
(50 T judged by the hicight of the Sonthern Cross) when
I woke with n curiona fecling enosod by suflocation.
Recalling my scattered senscs, I behield a hnge paw of
jaws and two horrid eyes close to my face, while 2
vlawoed fool rested upon each shonlder, I trenblod in
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every lirob, but did not lose my self-possession ; and
now I laugh to think that the cause of my trepidation
- wag nothing more than a harmless ignana—a large
spocies of lizard. A single movement of my body
caused him to slide from his place and drag his ugly
form away; but he did nos choose to end his antics
here; sevaral hanrs he continued the annoyance, and
determined to muke the bost of his affectionate ways,
I threw & picce of pumice-stone at him, and Mr,
Tguana lay senscless among tho rocks. Cutting the
reptile’s throat and catching the blood in the hecl of
my dilapidated shoe, I drank it as if it had been a bev-
erage of ceol milk, With refieshed vigor I ascended
the bill. It was covered with grass, and little trees
resembling the American beech grew uvpon it.  Flocka
of birds were flying about, and their songs revived my
spirits. '

“ Commencing a search for water, I discovered a dcep
fissure, at the bottom of which some shining anbstance
attraotpd my attention, and feeling certiain that 1t was
wator, 1 dosoended into tho cham, Aguin wis [ doomed
to disappointment. A soft, damp mud covered the
bottom, in which hundreds of tiny tracks told me thut
birds had visited the spot, and that the water which
bad fallen from the c¢louds had been drank or absorbed
by the scil.  Had I heen a student of natural history,
au hour could have been whiled away in the study of
ortithichnites; but, dropping all thoughts of science, |
made balls of the mud and sucked the moisture they
contained, then climbed bito the open air. The birds
were exceedingly tame, and suffered me to approach
and knock them down with a stick. In this I beheld



PON GUILLERMO'S SUNFLIRINGS, 201

the beneficence of Providence, fur liere wus fuod for
many days.  After killing several, I attempted to light
a five with the three matches before mentioned. All
three failed. T atetwo birds in a raw state, and went
in search of an ignana to procure more blood to quench
my thirst. The sides of the bill wenc perforated with
the burrows of thia animal, into which it erept, leaving
the tail outgide. T caught hold of one lusty fellow’s
appendage, but was too weak to pull him out; Ire boat
me from side to side, and ¥ sat down upon a rock in
despairn.

“The next day, when about to leave the hill, a sin-
gular fact attracted my attention. The birds lefy in .
flocks, and winging their way towards the hig moun-
tain, returned in twenty or thirty minuges.

“«IPollowing them for some time with my eyes, I con-
otuded that it was for water that thoy left the green
hill; and carefully marking their flight, I followed thom ;
hut, weak and exhauated, after travelling nearly a mila
neross ridges Lhnt beenmo mors sad moro diflicnlt to
surmount, i{ seeingd wefvigablo (o rotien,  An altempt
to vapture a youug iguana was successful, and this
quenched my thirst, while a few birds® legs kept star-
vation at a distance. Another night’s rest revived my
courage, and [ determined, come what might, to make
one more effort to reach tho sea-coast. Another day's
travel being over, I slept upen the pumice-stone a few
mileg from the hill. One more day of suffering, and
when Night spread her mantle over the island, I knew
too well that meotal derangenieat wag coming; but
still one idea had possession of my mind— Onward,
onward ! '
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“I crossed a little ridgo, and saw something white at
118 base; for the moon hud risen, and shied its light over
the burning island of pumicc-stone. I lowered mysclf
into a chasm, and examined it.  Bly brain became sete
od e attention Osad; sod with horror 1 Toid wy
hand upon the skoeloton of 4 man lying upon his face,
with a large tortoise bound to his back by a piece of
ratlin.  Poor fellow! he had, undoubtedly, while
makmg his way to his ship, missed his footing, and
fallen in such a way that he was wedged in fmd kept
down by the preat weight upen his back: perhaps
the full itself killed him.”  “But,” said I, “ why did not
bis captain send men to search for him?” « By ask-
ing such a question, my frieud,” begun Don Guillermo,
“you show your ignorante of the character of a captain
of a whaler, Do you think, if the captain wished to
make sail, ho would wait even one day to seck for one
of his erew ? If you wish to satisly yourself oun this
point, try a voyage in a New Bedford whaleship, and
you will soon be assured that my opinion is true.”

Den Goilterme continaed his narrativo,

“This aftecting sight lilled my mind with thanghts
both joyful and dismal— joylul, becanse 1 knew that
the coast was at hand, for the expericnce of the few
days past had taught me that the tortoise does not
wander far inland — dismal, becavse it might be pre-
mouitive of my own fate. With a giddy head I con-
tinned on my way. Of the events which ocenived
from that time I have but a dim recollection. 1 faintly
remember wandering on for many hours, and sieeping
apon the heated rocks — the light of day coming again,
when my journey was continued ; the sound of rushing
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waters~— and then my vision become clearer. I re.
member the white sandy beach that seemed covered
with eggs, and the ringing noise in my ears — the
screamiing of the sea-birds, All this passed through
my Drain with the rupidity of lightning; then, rush-
Ing leuntically to tho sen, L swallowed procdily lurge
draughts of water. The cove was filled with other
swimmers, that gnashed and gritted their teeth, as if
mocking my suffering. They were, in reality, seals;
but, almost a mania¢, I jumped abont among them
{so others afterwarda informed me), outting all kinds
of pranks; at which the wheole school retreated with
fear, All then became a blank to me.

“I was next avoused by the voices of people engaged
in econversation, together with the strong smell of
liquors, and, opening my eyes, I found myself in a
comfortuble berth in the cabin of a vessel, which, by a
perceptible motion, I knew to be under way. *He-
has come to,” said a rough voice; ‘there’s nothing
ke an internal as well s external application of
brandy. Two or three persons came to the berth, and
questioned wme regarding my ‘island excursion,” Their
various applications had restored my system to a com- |
parndive degree of vigor; and, assisted by tho second
cflicer, I 'went on deck to behold the shores of Terrapin
Ishind sinkbig below the horizon.

“'The nume of this vessel was Ilenry Astor; sho was
a Nantncket whaler, and her eaptain, my deliverer
fiom a meclancholy fate, was Pinkham, I would give
his name in full, every lester of it, had not nearly
sixteen years of wandering obliterated it from my
" memory. ' '
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« A few days il brought us to the Maiquesas [alandg
and Ly that timo the s2a air and good living had pore
fectly restored me to health, sud I'was cager for new
edventures, Our captain proposed remaining heve a
few days, in ordor to proouro fresh provisions, nnd trade
wag commenced with tho aatives by bavtering hoop-
iron, knives, beads, &e, in exchange for pigs, yams
cocaanuts, and other fruits. A emall, uninhabited island
near by waa resorted to by the islanders for fishing,
and our eapain sout our bonts 1o secirs a aupply
for the men. Weo met a8 party of nativea with canoes
on one aide of the island, and we became very friendly
in cur intercourse with them,

“The boat returned to the ship without me, but con-
veyed n message to the effect that I should not return,
The reason for so doing wus satisfactory to the . sailors,
Our second oflicer was a Portepuese, and o vile fellow.

- Mo go oxasperated his wateh while on the passago from
Terrapin Island, that they were now ripe for mutiny;
and Jinving no intorest in thoir affuirs, T did not wish
to be one of their number longer. The Henry Astor
would not return to North America for twao or threa
years, and homeward-bound vessels (whalers) somo-
times touched at the Marquesas.  Thus, if T remained
with the natives, there was a chance of my being taken
uff by p better-omened ship than the oue I had just
left. Thie next day a pearler hove in sight, and ran
close in to land. I raised a signal, and wae sooun taken
on board. The vessel steered for IMiva-on* sometimes

* Hiva-on js abont seventy miles south-west of Nukuhewn,
tho islund up m which Mr, Herman Belvile, the authee >f "Tj
pewy”’ passed four months among the slanders.



A PORBIDDEN VISIT. 2b5

called Dominica, and commenced business in good ean
nest. 'Phe natives were employed to dive for us in
four or five fachoms of water.  In this they were very
export, and gomo of them counld remain four minutes
under wuter, They swam off to our boats every morn-
ing, ind worked all day, reeciving in payment for their
labor pioccs ot red flannel and bright-colored calico.

“Btrict orders were repeated 1o ug every morning re-
grrding our dutied for the day. Wo wore forbidkden to
go within a certain distance of the shore, as the natives -
were very treacherous, having eaptured and caten an
Enplish boat's crew a short time before (1840 or 41),
Three days passed very pleasantly, when, upon tho
fourth, word was given to be diligent, as the vesscl
would sail for the coast of Japan with the first fuir
wind, *What!’ exclained one of the boat’s crew to
which I belonged, ‘are we to leave withont setting
foot on Hiva.on? BShiver my timbers if I don’t go
ashore to-morrow night, after work is donel and the
old man may scnd the whole ship’s company after me,
if he likes) To this expression the other two agreed,
and, not wishing to be Lehind iny camrades, I consented
alzo; and bofore retiving to sleep we had made arrange-
monts for a visit to the dreaded ennnibal islands,

“The next morning the bouls’ erews commenced work
aa usual, and at fouwr bells in the afternoon returned to
the ship, This was the time agreed upon for canying
out our design.  The natives, who were with us during
the dny, had swam ashore, and disappeared among the

. cocoa-nut groves, and the only living objuets in sight
were a party of women, ind two or three old men, tho
former engaged iu various diversivns, and tho lattet
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sitting like statues near them., It was the custom of
these females to collect in groups near the sea-shore
during the day, and watch thelr husbunds and lovers,
who were hard at work diving for the pearl-oyster; and
taking advantage of this cirenmstance, we came pre-
pared for the patty, Upon landing, we distributed
from our well-filled pockets various little presents, and
were at once treated with the greatest kindness, The
looking-glass that wa brooght filled them with astons
ishment, and Crant, a youny Pennsylvanian, was en-
deavoring to teach them the philesophy of it by all
sorts of grestures, when a low murmur eaused us to look
scaward ; and la! o long line of men, the fathers, hroth-
ers, and lovers of the female parly, were advancing
towards us, and us we hastily rose to depart, they
pointed towards the interior, and made signs for us to
go inland.

“Too late we perceived our boyish error; the boat
had been secured, and there was no chance for retreut,
and sullenly wo warehed on in advance of the island-
cra. Al tho way Crine grambled g the Gite that miglit
be ours. Me blessed his top-lights, then enrsed them,
the women, who followed, langhing sl the while at his
ourious physiognonry.  Aws wo deaow pore the el of
benntitul valley, in which tle natives dwelt, Gram {els
quite at home, and remarked that 14 was notb “much of
any consequence where a peyson lived, These fullows)
gaid be, *have plenty to eat, and don’t have to tum to
every morning while in port, or every watch when at
sen. If thie king here will give e his daughier, I will
pettle down on a farm after swallowing my sheet ane
chor;” and putting a quid of tobacoo in his mouth, he
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gquirted the juice right and left among the erowd, who
became wild with mirth.

“Thanka 1o our previous kind treatment to theisland
ers, upon arriving at their village they gave ng to un.
derstand that we shonld receive no harm. ¥We did not,
go through any trial, or appear before any conneil; bug
by gestures they mado known to us ihat cach of our
number could choosc a place of residence from among
the two or three hundred habitations in the valley, I
fancied that of an old man, who must have been, in Lis
younger days, a great warrior, as his body was covered
with scars, and onc lengitudinal one, that, commencing
npon hig forehead, and cending with the chin, excited
my amazement, for the skull had evidently been split
by some weapon, from the effeets of which he sometimes
labored under teroporary ivsanity, At Ceam’s sugges-
tion, we christened him ¢ Old Split ITead” The thrvee
other sailors were quartered in habitations near my
own, and for a few days we lived contentedly enough,
cvery wish being anticipated and satisficd by these
kiud people.

“One morning, about a week after our capture, while
talking togethier, the conversation was suddonly fiter-
rupled by tho hoeming of cinnen, and woe nrose to go
down to the beach, but were provented by our captors,
Report after report followed, and echoed among tho
hills that divided the island into separate parts. I wag
convinced by these sonnds that our ship had got under
way, and wag exoercising her two or three rusty gung
for cur benefit. Bat what scemed stranger than ail
was, that these reports came from the oppusite sile of
the island, and from an euntirely diffsrent divection from

17
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her former anchorage. Crame laughed at my opivions,
end haranguéd the other two after this fachiou: ‘Ile
gays that it’s our craft that’s making all that noise, Tl
sell myself for a gea-cook il it isn’t one of those parlez
vous Frouch meu-o’-war that's come along, and Leard
that we are among thig confounded set. Now, ship-
mates, what say you? Idore we have Leen loafing
about liko a set of Iobster marines, doing nothing, nor
serﬁng mankind, and it's a certain fact that we have
got to bo lnid ap hore until we got away. Now, I, for
one, am heartily tived of (Lis wasting of cnergies; and
a8 for living bero listoning to theso cocor-nut caters,
who expect to tattoo us into Davy Joness locker, 1
won't; 80 come along. Wo ean make o straight ocourse
across those big Lills yonder, and then hoyrah for Johnny
Crapo's boats.  If you will all start, I'll agree to steer
my triok to-night, if it <3 aboard a Ifreneh manco’war,
The two snilocs wore averpaworad by Crnnds eloguence,
and sworo roundly that they would follow him, if ho
sct ont instuntly, '

“Now, ull the whilo the nutives had heen w: tldnu"
ns, and when the arator, during his speech, pointed to
tho bills, they st onco comprehended their prisoners’
Intontions, and, coming [urward, an old man, better
dressed than the others, gavo us to nnderstand, through
signs, that vpon the other side of the mountain dwelt
other savages, who were their encinies. Nothing
daunted, Cram and his associates sct ont for the moun-
tain, followed by a party of islanders, who continued
expostulating with themn nntil they 1eached its base.

% The old man, whom I now teok to bo the chicf, in
wn suthoritative manner, despatched a sceond party
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bat Cram and the other two showed fight, and, rolling
down large stones upon the chiefl’s men, prevented tkem
from advancing. As the threo reckless fellows ncared
the summit of the mountain, they were watched with
intense interest by the people below., A fow minuics
mgre, and they had disappeared on the other side,
- where they met the savages of whom they had becn
warned, who drove them back, fighting with great fury.
The men in our village ran for their arms, and a loud
ghout resounded tiroughout tho valley. Twicelstarted
to join in the aftfray; but those near me prevented my
departare.  Tho fight lasted about fifteen minutes, and
was ended by the death of tho whito men, my compan-
ions, The captors retired to their own territory, whilo,
I wept for the first time sinee leaving my native land,
I was but just nineteen years of age, and was, perhaps,
n prisener for life, destined to livo apart from my coun-
teymon, 1 had beon nurtared in refimanont, aml
trained under tho holy influence of a motler’s praoyers;
nod now s inost miserable Tile wag bolore me, indolence
and barbarity.

“The fute of my friends was a eruel one. The natives
rround the baso of the moeuntain saw them fight bravely
until overpowered by superior numbars, when one by
onc the three sailora were felled to the earth. Cram
was seen struggling with an islander mitil another na-
tive, with his spear, broke the poor fellow’s jaw, and
ho was obliged to surrender,

% About noon the next day came a deput'ltton from
the people of the territory behind the mountains to
make peace with our ¢ Telioke’ (principal chicf), which
casused a great palaver among our natives, Toappease
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our chief, a gift was presented him by the commivtes.
It wag rolled up in cocoanut Jeaves, the first layer o}
which was green, as if just gathered from the trecs
While they slowly unrolled the present, the natives
clustered around it, and as wrapper after wrapper fell
to the ground, a sight was disclosed that caused me, to
shudder. It was a fiiting present from cannibals, the
leg of poor Cram, browned from the cffeets of fire, 1
identitied the limb Ly means of a tatteoed ring upon
the calf, that still retained the original color. DBut thig
gift, instead of soothing the ire of the haughty ¢Te-
hoke,! praducod an entively difforent ofieet ; for ho called
a council, and, after a pulaver, the cannibul commitice
were dismissed, apd war formally declared. The island-
ers wore wild with excitement, nnd T was mudo to
aligg I the mldst of the rabblog 0o grnned footo-foolo,
and to dance, which I did to the music of a drum, .
made by stretehing haman skin across the ends of a
short, hollow log.

“« At dawn on the following day, an army of nemly
three hundred men ascended the mountain, and disap
pearcd over the summit.

“ The day of battle was one of nature’s loveliest. The
rays of the sun, with trembling light, picrced the dense
foliage of the groves around the absent warriors’ homes,
and sparkled npon the cool streams of water meunder-
ing along the valley, and filling in little cascades aniong
the rocka. It would seem a time and place for quict
thoughts and pious meditation. But my mind was not
in a fit state to appreciate the heanty that reposed
sround me. I wandered through the valley, thinking
of my curious situation, of the strange beings who were
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my companions, and my isolation from civilization. 1
thought of the bappy American homo that T had left,
and my memory went back o a beautiful Sabbath
morning {the day prior to my departure from lioms),
when, taking the hand of my sister, I led her to a litthy

wood behind the hiouse, and there she sang o me a’
gong, the words of which have gince Tung in my cars,
through all my wanderings, over sea and land, and
bhave kept me from the errorg that have caused the
downfull of thousands. '

“Perched upon the top of 2 cooma-nut tree, 0ld Split
ITead kopt on the Jookout for wows. Ideyond him
another dark head pecped above the folinge, and still
nearer the mountain another and another native could
be seen. This wae o telegraphie line of communien-
Lio,

“Soon after the natives had disappeared over tho
mountain, the reports of a foew muskets, obtained from
the Englisli boat’s crew that was captured gome months
before, together with distant shouts, told me thas the
game was up.  After this, a long silence caused me to
doubt as to who weve the victors, for T Lelieved that
if onr party were snccessful, they would return quickly
with what booty could be obtained.

“ About fonr o’clock in the afiernoon, 2 courier ap-
peared on the brow of the mountam, and a telegraphis
message camoe quickly to Old Split Head, who was
beside me at the door. Now, as my guardian atiempt.
. ¢d to communicate the intelligence to me, lie hecama
so excited that he conld do nothing more than jump
high in the air, roll over and over upon the ground
and shake his long spear at a tree. Ra then canght
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me by ithe arm, and led me to the Leach, where the
army arrived, an hour after, in six large war-canues,
each holding about fifty rowers. These canoes, to-
gether with three” men, and many pigs and weapons,
had been eaptured during the engngement.  The three
captive wariiors lay bound in the bettom of the boat, -
and were nnable to move hand or foot.

“ Now commenced a great hoolo-hoolo, during which
I was embraced by the Tehoke in. presence of the
multitude. The threo prisoncrs were removed to a
little square formed by a wull of stones, and left under
a guard for the night, and I was informed that upon
the next day I should receive a Ligh taboo. | This is
& mark of distinction and privilege, differing according
to the grade or class of the taboo —some eansing the
person tuboced to stand above those whoe lhinve o low
mark upon them. This fiver is only given to men;
the women do not reecive ity and are, therefore, in one
sense, slaves 1o their husbands, The next morning the
Tehoke performed the process of tabooing, Ly puassing
over my hond a piceo of fappe (ndive cloth), and
pronouncing several words not comprehended by me.
After this the Tehicke presented e with two wivas,
one of whom was his own danghter, and Split Tead,
with two ingenijous fellows, built in the course of tho
day a new labitation, in which T wns to dwell,

“«Now ecame the hour in which the prisencers takon
during the battle *were to mect their doom.  They
were seized by a party of nalives, and each one placed
erect, with his back agninst a cocon-nut tree.  Arvonml
the neck of the victim, and trunk of the tree, was wonnd
8 short picce of nutive rope, and a stick being placed

¥ .
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In" the biglit, it was turncd arouud reveral times, untit
tha tongue protruded from the mouth, and the prisoner
was Jead. Deep holes were dug and lined with stones,
upen which a large fire was kindled, and allowed to
continue Lurning until tic stones were very hot.  The
agshes and sticks were raked out, and the bodics of e
prisoners, which had been previously wrapped in many
layers of cocon-nut leaves, weve laid in the cavities, and
hot stones placed upon them. There was no chanco
of straylng from the spot, as I sat close by the Tehoke;
but I sickened and my lnad grew dizzy at the horrid
sight.  The horrors of a cannibal feagt T will not de-
scribe. Buflice it to say that the natives beeame in my
eyes as wild animals devouring prey. =
%I now led a more agreeable life than I had formerly
“enjoyed, that is to say, if enjoyment consists in having
a mind free from care or trouble. Before the taboo
had been placed upon me, trere were times wlhen somo
of the natives attempted great freedom with my per-
gon, antl were a source of trouble to me. Now T lived
zx,the chief’s son-1n-law, and as a person of distinction,
s I possessed a high taboo, I was ingenious, and by
repairing the old fliut-lock muskets of the chief] teok
a new stand aa & man of superior endowment. Ag
month after month passed away, I beeame more acous-
tomed to my situntion, and felt, at times, nlmost con-
tented with my lot. T hegan to acquire the lnngnage,
and took part in the conueils of the chicls, whero my
word was valued. During ull this tme 1 passed but eno
ordeal, that of tattooing. 1 was taken by force from
my dwelling, and, being laid wpoo my back, underwent
an operation, the celleets of which I ghall enry with
mo to the grave.” .
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So maying, Don Guillermo divesied himself of hit
gliirt, and there were visible upon bis breast two curiony
ppecimens of Marquesian tattooing. “This figure on my
left side,” said he, %is intended to represent the moon,
while iho one on the vight is the sun® Tpon lis thighs
and arms were other figures equally enriotnsas those upon
his breast. IJe then continued @ “Ounce T was dragged
out to be ornamented upon the face; but I strageled
nnd hegged eo hard to escape flom the hamds of the
artists, that Old Split Head, whose influence was consid-
erable,interceded with the islanders, and I was permitted
to go free. Ilaving acquired the dialeet, the natives
placed more confidence in me than they had previously
done,and T walked along the sea-coust two or three Limes
& week with the hope of seelug a vessel. Ounee or Lwice
I descried ships in the distauce, but was doomed again
and again to disappointment, as they did not approach
the island; and for cleven long, weary months, did I
remain a prisoncr among the cannibals of Thva-oa.

“Tn conversing with the islanders, they luul often
gpokan of u fureigner, who, by some accident, Jud been
a resident among them. They cadled him OQorie, anild
thongh I gueslioned them reganding his eseape, they
would not give me any clew by memns of which I could
nscertain the method he used to obtain his frecdom
afterwards comforted myself by believing that as one
person had been taken off tho island, another might
meet with the same good fortune; and from the time 1
receives] the above information, my eyes wore always
gazing vver the sarface of the ocean for a glimpse of o
digtant sail. '

" % As the cleventh month of my life among the canai
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bnlg drew to its clese, o whaler from Nerth Amerien
dropped anchor in the little bay, and almost in tlg
gune spot where, mearly a year before, I hod gazed with
admiration upon the tropical scepery of my new island
henne, the prison-ground that debarred me firom civiliza,
“tion, The rare cvent of a ship visiting Hiva-oa threw
its irhabitants into a state of great excitement, some of
whom were for having me closcly guarded, while others,
too much ocenpied in getting ready their fruits for o
market, only langhed and shouted to in¢rease the con-
fusion that cverywhere prevailed. During the hubbut
and clamor of voiees, I conversed with somo of the
females, whose ideas of a ship and the uscs to which
one ig applied, were of the most primitive kind,
tWhere does the great monster live, and from what
country docs it travel 77 they asked, gazing at the same
time eagerly into my facoe, as if expecting to receive
an incorrect yeply. It comes from my own country,
which is 8 long way off) I anawered. To this ane
young girl gravely responded, ¢ Then yowr home is in
the clowls, for this thing (the ship) riiny down; wo
havve seen 1ho game before two or three thnes)

“The men swam oft’ to the vessel, and, while abseut,
I cudeavored to persuide some of tho chicfs to allow
nme to go npon the same errand the next day 5 buk in
this I was unsuecessful. - They sternly objeeted to my
appeals, and, wrged to desperation, ¥ projected an es.
cape, hut was twice fviled in the attempt.

“Ghe seeond night afler the whaler arrived, T left tho
it before the islanders avose from their slinbers, and,
thoagli my movements had been watched, 1 roached
branch of the valley stream, and, wading along its
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course up to my chin in water, soon centered the sea
and Loldly struck out for the vessel that lay at het
anchorapge. .

“Tho man who had the anchor watch saw the gleam
of light in my wake, caused by the displacement of the
wator, for the moon was bigh in the heavens, and the
smallest object could be easily distingadshod,  Think-
ing I was a suvage on 2 predatory excwssion, he called
the mate, who in turn aroused the captain. A rope
was thrown to me, and half an hour ofter feaving iy
hut of eanes and cocoa-nut boughs, I was surrcunded
by a hailfnaked group of down-cast greenhorns, who
kindly presented me with a suit of clothes, in place of
my island one of tappa.

“The next morning, the master of the whaler, Captain
Brown, thinking that my escape might exasperate the
patives, mast-headed the topsail yards, and heaved
ghort our cable, to-bo in readiness Lo lenve in tho
afternoon, at the mocment the heavens gave indieations
of a breeze, While these preparations were undor
way, Old Splic Tlend eame down the heachy and loudly
shiouted ey nawme. o prove Linaltvetion e me, 1 did
not answer his eall; whereupnn he danced abouk for
gome time, clutching hig hair, and then rolling upon
tho sund, nppearing to bo in hysteries,

#*Towards three o’clock came the wished-for hreeze,
ard with it the order to ¢{ill away the topsuils)
Bpruging to the shects, a party of us hauled thewm
honie, while others heaved up the anchor, and as we
slowly stretched away from ITiva-on, I breathed a
prayer of thanks for my sufe deliverance. The lony
line of natives upon the beach, at sight of onr depart
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nre, conld restrain themselves no longer, for above

forty threw themselves into the sca, and followed after

us like a school of porpoises, I threw out a rope for
Old Split IIead, and the rapidity with which he a8
gended the ship’s side drew many remarks of admira
tion from the sailors, who declared that “no salt could
have done it better?  The instant he touched the deck
he embraced me, and, refusing to be comforted, pointed
over the ship’s side at one of iny wives, who was tread-

ing water, and softly uttered her name many times — .

“Cuahoe! Cualioe!” Captain Brown gave the old fellow
several pieces of red flannel, and a few pounds of to-
baceo, and, rolling the latter in the cloth, he lashed the
buundle to his head, and with a long, tearful cmbrace,
we parted,

“This was the last thne I saw OId. Split ITead, who-

was the truest and best friend I ever had ; and many
times since we parted, when amid trials and safferings,
my thoughts have twrned to our Hile hod beneath the
eocoa-nut grove, where so mony howrs had been passed
in his counpygry, savage though ho wag; and 1 have
tegrobled leaviug that romantie island,  Then reason
and the voico of daty have said, *You were buen
among eivilized people, and it is your duty to act
punlilly agetnst viclssituedeg 3 bt w live a lile of cuse
ansl pleasure, swrounded Dy things that injure rather
thon swengthen the noble facnlties of the sounl, is sinful,
and is not in aceordance with the principles ol truth
and of the Bible? _ :

“ rom Hiva-on a breeze wafled us into Talealimana,
the port of Concepeion, Chili, where T remained for
some monils, working at dillerent trades, in nearly ali

L
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of which T was able to corpete with the native work.
-men, I conid ralito to you many interesting storics
of the Araucanian Indians, who ocoupy the south of
Chili, and often come to Concepeion to barter their
ponchos, mantus, &o,, for Koglish articles; but haviog
oocupiod muoh of your thno, I shall druw my narestive
to a close as soon ag possible.

“While residing in Chili, I made the acquaintance
of two yoang men, who, having visited Juan Fernan-
dez, gpoke onecouragingly of the chances that existed
for making money upon that islund. And they pro-
posed that we shounld purchase a beat and repair to the
island, where thousands of goats run wild, and there
pass a few months in securing the skius of these
animals, after which we were to sail to Masafuero, an

- adjacent islund, where there were a large number of
seals.

“T had earned by this time a suflicicut smin of money
to sceept of their offer, and they being supplied with
like amounts, we purchased a large whule boat, a stoek
of provisions, and three dogs, besides guns, ammuni-
tion, and all the aceessories necessary to insure success
to our enterprise.  'We bmgained with the captain of
8 vossel thit was about leaving Talenlhane for a sperm
whale croise, to leave us to ourselves when the ship
hove in sight of Juan Fernandes, near which his course
lay. Ono thing more was yet to be done; we had no
person to do the drudgery of preparing and cooking
our food. Onr choice, therefore, fcll upon a stont
‘negro, called Pedro, who was fluent in the use of the
English and Spanish languages, and for a low sum we
secured lis services.
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“The ship put to seax with a gentle hreeze one fine
morning, and enrly on the fourth day the rough peaks
of tho istand wera scen abave the horizon.

“Preparations commenced immediately for disem-
buukation.  Qur littlo erafl, was Inunchod, the madts
ptoppod, hor eargo carolully adjusted, and quickly (um
bling in our dogs and Pedro, we bade adieu to the
W haler,

“Thongh the breeze blew fresh at the timoe we left the
ehip, and our party spread every atiteh of canvas, it
was not until night set in that our boat grounded amid
the surfupon the white sandy beach of the romantic
Robinson Crusoe island, and we all crawled on shore
drenched with spray to the skin.

“ A few days alier, a hut was eompleted, and our
party commenced business in good earnest; and while
the three whites were oceupied in eapturing the goats,
the black, Pedro, officiated as cock and housekeeper in
ourldittle dwelling.  Among the cliffs the goats scam-
pered about singly and in little parties. It was our
object to concentrate all stragglers, and driving them
into some Jittle nook or valley, from which there was
no escape, we shot them down, or, when practicable,
captured them with the lusso.  In collecting the stray
goals into parties, we were greatly assisted by our
dogs, which had been teained for the purpose.

«When tlic animals abonnded in places where tho
valleys were Jarge and did not afford opportnmities fo
enpturing then, we bails stone enclosures, and in them
intrapped Jarge nmbers, To eapture and skin thirty
goats was considercd no more than a good day’s labor
for each man, Thus our pile of skins towered higher
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gach day, and promised ns a little fortune when we
should dispose of them on the continent.

“While enjoying this success, a distant sail was
distinguished one afternoon by Pedro, who ran out
of his doteile to inform va of the welcome fiet.  The
following day ourhunt was lonoved by the presence of
one of South America’s best and greatest children, the
patriotic and: learned Don Domingo F. Sarmiente,
who, hinving beon sent abrownd, by the goverunient of
Chili, to visit different portions of the werld, to gain
information of supcrior customs, with the intention of
introducing sueh as were practieable to that repullie
on hig rctarn, had first ealled at this island, which be-
Jangs to that government,

4 Plisugh gent upon such a commission, Sarmicuto
wasg not & Chileno by birth, but had resided in Chilt
gome years, hinving been exiled from his native country,
tho Argentine Repuldie, by tha tyrimmnienl Rumas, who
wae ever uneasy when a philanthropist or seholar wag
within the land over which ho stretehe:d hig arm of
iron und buthed his hands in tho blood of her people.
It is unneeessary for me to give yon an account of tho
ptay of this great man upon the island ; anflice it to
gy, wo beoanme very inlimate, ho hlL!L.lJll!g nine sue-
gessive nights upon my bed of gout-skins; and when I
visited him in Chili; after his rveturn from Furope and
North America, he presenied me with a copy of lis
travels, ¢ Viages de Sarmiento,’ in which you will find
the particulars of the visit. Before General Rosas was
driven out of officc and eountry, S8armiehto himself
had crossed the Cordillera and Pampas, and was fight.
irg against the army of the tyrant; and while on @
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visit to him, he said, handing me a trusty sword, ¢ Don
Guillermeo, your ingenuity iy remarkable. I have not
boen able to clean this instrumeni. Will you obligo
me by removing trom it all traces of rust?’ Ile then
reiached lis liand above un eseritorio, and as he held
out another weapon, a smile playing ‘upon his uoble
features, he said, *“Aly fiiend, this sword you need
not clean; I shall keep it as & memorial; for upon its
surlreo awre Blood-giainy from tha heart of’ a tyrant, who
would have been like LRosas, had not I, while in the
engagement, songht him ont and throst my trusty steel
thraugh his heart. Now I ean go back to the Argen-
ting Republic and to freedom, for the tyrant and lis
Musorca* have been driven from their atronghold,
and their deend intlucnce s at an ond!

“After remaining some few monihs ou Juan Fernandes
and the ncighboring Masufucro, a whaler arrived and
tonk off onr company with thoir proporty. Defere the
ship lefi the island, according to a pramiso I had mado
to Sarmicento, T eut his name deep in o ledge of rock,
where iL can be seen at the present day. :

*Weleome was the firsr sight of the main land
aficr wonths spent apon a pmall island,  When we,
reached Valparaiso, to onr dismay the prico of goat-
sking and furs had fallen, and in place of receiving
the expected sevérnl thousand dollars in return for
my goods, T qguictly pocketed six hundred dollars,
and swallowed my disappointment.  Tho geat-skins

* The Masorca was u club of three hundred men, organized
by Raosas to eut the throats of his political foes and defen olosy
citizens, who would not suceqmb (o Lje tyrunnjcal sway.
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brought one real (12} cents), and in some cases twa
reals each, while the seals commanded from three to
iz reals.

“Nat caring to follow a roving life any longer, I pro-
ceeded to the capital of Chili, the beantifnl Santiago,
and for s timoe found anterlaininent in pursiing varions
trades. Abount this time I madethe acquaintance of
a young artist from North America. Troubles had
driven him, like myself, from a good home, and, being
often together, onr attachment beeame such that it was
spoken of by every cne. One evening, as we walked
arm in arm along the Tauamar, and near Fort Santa
Lucia, he pointed in the dircetion of a nunnery, and
said, ¢ Within those walls is a young lady that I woeld
have maried long ago, but har parents, despising one
they were pleased to eall a gringoe, placed her in that
building, foaving that sha might clops with ber lover
to somo other part of the country. Once or twice I
have reocived lettors from her, abd, like myself, she
does mot care to livo longer, and unless we can be
united soon, nothing bnt the death of the suicide is
left to me” I was gready affected at this disclosure,
which only served to bind our friendship still stronger,
I was not the only fiiend from whom the young artist
conld draw sympathy. A daring North American,
armed with a Colt’s revolver and nfine key-hole saw,
repaired one dwrk night to (he nunuery, scaled i
walls, and tearing off the tiles, eut a hole through the
porous wood-reof, and took from the praying-room iha
young betrothed, who had made a vow to lser conjuror
t2 rosort to that place each night to pray until her
prayers were answered, buf in a very dilferent mannef
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than the priest wonld have wished, had he known the
blessing asked for,
“Phe next dday the lovers were uniteid, and baiie me
afirewell forever, DBefore the vigiluntes were summoned
to retake tho couple or arrest the perpeirator of the
deoed, ngainst whom injured Catholicism rajsed a loud
cery, the bride and bridegroom, mounted an flect hiorses,
were on their way to Bolivia, where they are now
probably residing. =
“It was proved that, at the time of the rescue, our
countryman, the artist, wae in sonie other place; and
being his friend, and known to be ingenious, I wasd
pointed out as the culprit. People became excited,
and while the wigilanies were abont, a trosty friend
brought me two horses, and velunteering to beeome my
travelling companion, we sct out for the Argeutine
Ropmblic, that lay on the eastern side of the Andes,
The Ugpalluta and Mortillo passes were watched, and
nothing remained but to follow down the valley of
Tupunguto to the Planchon Pass. Without sustenance
for our aunimalg, and but a small supply of food, we
commenced a jowney that the old arrieros themsclvea
would have turned back from. The lofty sides of the
mountaing herned wa in, and we followed on, day
after day, auntil our horses dicd, and we were on the
point of starvation. At Iast we reached the Planchon,
whicl iy close upon Patagonia, and crossing this kat
inountain, which is composed of light gravel, resem-
Dling enufl in color and lineness of grain, we came upon
n liftle fort, from which a few soldicrs yan on seoing
ug, shouting, *The Indianal the Indiansl> Wo left
them after quicting their feara and receiving s little food.
18
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“The next day two Indinna approached, and utlered
repeatedly the word famite’ (Inend).  They kindly
andertook to guide us to Mendoza, a town that
lay one hundred and cighty leagues to the north.’
Thone two saveges onplured with their  olicdores
scveral ostriches and one or two guanacos, upon the
fesk of which we feasted. When within two daye
of the town, our guides pointed out the true dirce
tien for Ty to follow, and, shaking hauds with them,
we parted,

“Upon amiving in Mendoza I fouud employment
for a while, bat, not liking the place, went north Lo San
dngn, while my fiiend returned to Chili.  And here T
bave [ived for ninc years, having been married for the
lasl six or seven to the daughter of Don ———— an old
soldier, who has fought in the battles of the révelutions
which spring up every few yews in this proviuce.” .

After returning to North America, I wrote many
letters of inquiry for the benefit of Don Guitlermo.
Soveral of these Jetters were answered.  Others, prob-
ably, never resched the destivations for which they
were iontended,

I found that o partion of wy fricad's funily wera
ptill living, and their hewrticlt lettem to ne amply
repaid the excrtions I had made to discover their resi.
dences. The history of Don Guillermo has a toueh of
romance about it.  One person wrote as lollows :
“«F. D g (the father of Don G.) was n younger
son of the high chamberlain to the King of Saxony,
and as his elder rother took the oflize mnl title of his
father, he, F., tock to the army, ag is uswal in that
eountry, and, just before the close of onr revolutionary
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war, eame o New York as major of a regiment ot
Hessions,  After pence was declared, ho remnined, ind
married a wealthy ludy,” &e., doc.

Thus nueh regarding Lis parentage. The cause
Ahat dravo bim from the Ll that ho eyen now adorey,
remains a scerct with the few in whose breasts it will
he sure of a safe keeping.

Iryom another quarter I received the following lines,
which were written by the cooper of the Ifenry Astor,
who tool ¢harge of the ship on her homeward pas-
sage: “In looking over my lommal of uvtes of that
voyage, I have not mentivned the coming on beard
of the young man (Don Guillermo) at Galipagos
Islands; but on the Tili of October,. 1842, T have
merely mentioned that we lost, by desertion, while at
Domiuica {one of the Marquesas Islands), a boy.
The particolars of which I recorded in the ehip’s log
baok.

“The pmticulars of his coming on boeard, or of his
Ieaving, have passed from nre, and I could wish that
auny other oceurrences of that eventful voyago might.
II "‘”

Letters {rom Nantueket inform mo that the log-book
of the Henry Astor was lost in the grent five of 184G,
PThe captain’y private journal, brought homo by Mv. C,
the cooper of the ship, containg the information de-
givetl,  « A Scotch boy, by the name of Janies Walker
(assumed name), deserted the ship at the Isle of Dom-
inica, one of thie Marquesas, on the 8th duy of October,
18125 and they had good reason to believe that ha
was enticed away from the ship.”

Not having seen the captain’s journal, T cannot learn
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anything relative to tho men who accompanied Ien
Guillermo when he left the vessel. Ihave added these
few facts, thinking that they might be interesting to
the relutives of Don Gaillermo, whe are now uble to
02Ty on a correspondence with him,
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CHAPTER XVIIL
CROSSING TITE ANDES.

‘HILE the fig, the olive, and the orange trees
X were clothed in green, and vast herds of catile
from the great pampas were arviving, to be fattened in
the cloverields, the mountaing still remained covered
with snow, and impassable, save to the trained couricr,
Still I had scen all that rendered San Juan attractive,
and a louging to return to my own conuiry camo 8o
strongly upon me, that I determined to risk a passage
to Chili at the earliest possible moment.
It wng only when my intentions became known that
I was made aware of the numbers and kindly feelings
of my San Juan friends; for so many were interested
in my welfure, and warned” me so earnestly of the
dimger of Lthe journey, and attempted Lo receive from
me the promise that I wounld remain with them, at
least until the snow had disappeared, that I could naot
hut feel I had indecd fullen in with some of the truly
hospitable and geuercas peoples that heve and thero
are seattered over the world, making it ns do the oascs
in Lhe desert, not all & dveariness,
I lcarned from these friends that the northern passes
that Ted to Copiapo and Coquimbo were buried in the
snow, and that, on the first-named read, a party of
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eight arrieros, whilaIately attempting to cross into Chil,
bad been frozen to death,  Tho Coquimbo road wus said
to bo equally as bad, for there eleven experienced guides
had just fallen vietims to a fieree anow storm in the
vhiloys of the Awles, The two sowthorns passes ol Us-
paliata and Portillo were more clevated than the two
northern ones, but were much shorter. The Portille
could not be passed by man.  The mail road Of.U.\'p‘J.l_-
Iata was the one fixed upon by me as the most practi-
cable; and though the courlar reported the less of two
young Chilenos, who probably had Leen swept away by
the mountain torrent, I believed that, having been
reared in a New Lngland climate, whose wintera aro
rigorous, I could bear the hardships of the cold Dbetter
than the native guides themsclves.

While I was contemplating an euly start, an old
man ecalled, and requested permission Lo give an ac-
count of his sufferings, he having attempted the pas-
sage of the Cordilleras a few days before.

“ We started,” he snid, © with every prespect of suc-
cess, Tho weather had heen settled for several days,
anil with our mules we dell the vuter sierea, awd penc-
trated far into the mountains. But good fortune did
not remain the same, for suddenly a great femporal

~.eame flying from the south, and enveloped us for many
Lours in its terrible folds. The snow fell in clouds, and
I, of all my purty, escaped ; my companions are flozen
in the drifig, and there they will rematn until the melt-
ing of the snow.  Look at my handsy all of the fingui
were frozen, and slso my cheeks and nose.  No, ueitor.
Aorte dmericano, no pasa vd. o Cordillera 1”
~ Thoe poor old guide was in o pitilul covdition; but
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sndonbtedly, had lie been twenty years younger, he
would have fed Lotter, I oconfess that this news,
with the entreaties of my fitends, forced me to post
pone grossing the mountaing mutil a lator dato, [
consanted to yenodin, aned for woveral weocks tried to
eontent myself; but when four weeks had passed, I
beeane resolved, and packing my notes, and o few
ppectmens of nataral history, in my canvas bag, I
Camounced o my fHiends my {irm determination of
leaving the country.

Don Guillermo, on sceing that I was in eamest,
ordered his peeu to lasso my horse, and bring himn to
the corral, and made every preparation for my comfort
in the joursioy that Lis inventive skill could suggest.

On Sutnrday, Novewber 10 (the lust spring month
of that latitude), I bade adicu to the family, and
started on the roud to the city. Don Guillermo accom-
pavied mo to the river, that was swollen by the floods
from the valleys of the Andes, and went rouring along
its course with a feavful vapidity, At the banks of the
torrent my {end bade mo arewelly charging me to bo
faithlul to the promise I had made hiw, namely, that T
would endeavor to find out the residenco of his sur-
viving relations, whom he had left sixteen years before
in North Americy, during which time he had not heard
one worid of their welfare or whereabonts. I promised
again, and satd farewell, and left him; it was necesaary
for me to eross theriver, and I at onco spmred my
horse tnto the terrent, and begnn to ford ; fortunately,
the animal was sure-footed and strong, md we landed
gafely on the opposite shora.

I pussed most of the next day at a friend’s housg
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within tho limits of thio towsn, and at Qusk rode out ta
tho post-honse, and presented a letter of jutroduetion
Lo the proprictor, a garrulous old don, whose good enx
1ertainment for man nnd beast had mado his howsg
fuvorito resort for travellers, "Fho don rend my lottoy,
and declared that I shiould remain with him for soine
time, ay it wng impossible to crosy to Clili. Tho next
day, Don Carles Leon Rodriques, minister to the prov
ince of San Luis, attended by a puiest, both of whorn
wero ot thelr way 1o the town, stopped ol the poste,
and covreborated the statement of the guwrdo. The
former gentleman offered to prosent me with Jetters Lo
his friends in Mendoza, if T prefured going te that
town, and remaining until the passage across tho
mountaing waa sure and free from all difliculties, Con-
sidering that we had never met belore, the kind pro-
posal proved still further to me the hospitable feclings
that the cduentod ypeoplo of the Argentine Repuliio
bear towards North Americans.

I had intended to continae my journcy as o pedes-
trian across the Andes, but it scemed neeessary to take
with me some beust to serve as pack-animul, to earry
my small collection of specinens, Wankets, &o, to tho
port of Valparaiso. As i might become necessary to
abandon the animal along the road, I selected a speci-
wen of berso-flesh which would havo aflurded o stn-
dent of anatomy easy fucilitics for osscous examini-
tions, withous removing the hide,

During the forcuoon I bade adics to my new -ac-
quaintances, and with one end of my lusso in my hind,
and tho other fastencd to the bridle of my horse, I led
the way, on foot, happy in fecling that [ had faisly
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gorr.meneed the Lt stago of my journey towards the
1Pucitic.

Taking a south-westerly conrse neriss the deser ty }
travellod voti thros o’clock over the samaodrercy wisle,
when a deep lissure was observed in the sierra, which 1
entersd, aud goon foumd myself within the IPlecha,
IBefore passing this peeulinr gap, o word or two regard-
ing it may prove intercsting.  For many leagues along
tts course the sicrra presents an Zinpassable barrier to
man ov beast.  The Fesha is & narrow passage from
the desert on the cast to tho valley on the western
gide. The sides of the Flecha are of salid rock, rising
perpendieulady to a great beight, .

Tho pass exhibits the action of water npon its sidoes,
for the rock has been worn smooth in past ages, and
the bed of the passage is covered with pebbles. Un-
doubitedly, a long time sinee, a strong body of wator
forned its way through this place, and may have sub-
merged the plain below ; but whether this gap was the
bed of n natwral stream, or mere vent, throngh which
tho melling snow escaped during the spring montlis,
cannot now be well determined.  Tho effect that the
lufiy sides of the IMlecha have upon indopendent ob-
jeotls iz very curions. My horse geemed to dwindle to
tho size of a Shetland pony whon I removed a few
yards from him, and two muleteers, who passed through
al Lthe sameo time, looked like pygmies,

ITalf way up the precipico were holes, said to have
been cut by the ancient discoverers of tho country, to
assiat in searching for precions metals, but, proving un-
profitalite, had been abandoned, I continned aleng the -

allcy until dusk, when the barking of dogs, and ocone
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sional glimpses of a light, guided me to one sile of tha
valley, where a few huts constitute the hamlet of Ei
Durazno.  These huts were inhabited by muleteers,
who suffered greatly from poverty, ITere and thera
the rough soil had been _evelled, so as to be suscepti-
ble of frrigation, and a few patches of clover gave a
- cheering aspect, when contrasted with the Dbarren
mountaing behind the hamlet. An old weman invited
me to enter her house, and pass the night, as it wasg
damp outside, and the heavy clouds that hovered about
us locked as if abont to descend,

The hut was built of sticks and mud, and adjoining
it wasg the kitchen, -

[Taving turned my horse adrift, I cutered, and, as I
. reclined upon 2 skin couch, commenced ingquiring of
the hostess velative to the snow on the wnin Cordil
lern. 1 was unable, however, to ohlain any infbrn-
tion from that source. Oar party was soon increnseil
by the entry of several rudelooking fellows, armed
with long knives, Tho place was go small that we re-
clined, packed onc against the other, men, women, and
children, promiscuounsly. The old woman commenced
cooking an asado npen the fire; it had hardly begun
to splutter and erackle, when the dog that had sat be-
gide the fire canght up the meat in his month, avd
commenced masticating it with great gusto. The wo-
man, gereaming oul, ¥ 0, sus Ave Muria!” made a
clutch at the dog, hut was unsuccessful in recovering
the prize. Oune of the men caught the animal by
the throat, and choked him until the meat was
drawn from his mouth, when, with a lasty « iy
perrol” it was returned to the fire, and_ cooked for
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the lonkers-on. More men and duags eame in, and,
thinking it best to retreat while it renasinel in my
power to do so, I requested my hostess to allow me to
retire.  Tuking a saucer of fitt, in which a bit of yag
wis burning, she led the way into the other shauty,
anid assisted in sprending my sadille cloths upau a
rough solit, built of boards, which had been placed in
the middle of the floor to prevent the approach of (ha
binchucas that were secreted in the erevices in the
walls, ‘

These uncomfortable disturbers of night dreams
ave as large as the common Blay bectle, and are armed
with a Dilt resembling that of & mosqnito, which is
used with great clices upon the vietim,  Iicfore {ixing
upon a petson, the body of the Machuca g thin and
fiat; but after his feast is over, ho is Dioated and dis-
gusting to look upon. Asg this tomnentor is many
times birger than the mosquito, so does the irritability
caused by its Jeeching process excoed in like propor-
tion thut of the other pest.

- When about to withdraw from the room, the woman
bade me sleep with the utmost confidence, and not
fenr any harm, DBut as the conversation of the men in
the -kitchen had been about the plate that wight
ba in my possession, I was very partieular to impress
her with the idea that Novth Americans feared noth-
ing; and at the same time 1 drew a long kuifo from
utdor my poncha, and placed it Leneath the sheep-skin
that was to serve for my bed.  When ghe withdrew, I
lay down; but as I had o thought of the dinclucas be-
fore I prepared for sleep, T carefully vollod myself in
my blnkets, Indian fashion, and defied them to dg .
thelr worst,
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Hardly kad I begun 1o dozo, when a eoneation of
something disagreeable, toucliing me, aroused me to
the fact that tho vile pests were coming from cvery
gunrter ot the hovel, I could hiear them erawling up
the sides of tha room mud nevasy the eeiling, when
with their usual degree of impudenee, one after another
dropped plump upon my body. DBuat my swathing
clothes served as an armer, and they could not cncer
in to the feast. All the while they clung with consid-
arble tenacity to the conrse blankets, trying to effeet an
entrance, but they had met their conqueror; for, afler
waiting until the swurming was over, and the army
had fairly camped upon me, I snddenly and cavefully
rolled over and over upon the sofa, until the lite was
forced out of nearly all of them, when, being satisfied
that & great victory had been achleved Idr opped into

. & deep slnmber,

When morning cumo, and I passed out of the hat, I
found that the valley was filled with mist, and L de
ferred setting out until the thick clonds had seattered, |
Aboub nine o'clock a breezo sprang up, which goon
cleared the valley of mists, and I resumed my journey.
Soon after my leaving El Durazug, the valley ex-
panded into a plain of a desert character. The coun-
try between the mountaing again beecame undulating
and broken ; at three leagues from the last hamlct, K]
Bequion, a collection of two or thres mud heuses and
soveral ranchos, appearcd.

From ona of these ranchos a China (half Tudian)
woman came out, and questioned me as to my motives
for travelling alone, on foot, in the dezolate valley.
When I epoke of crossing the Cordillera, the good
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areature 1ifted both her hands, and exclaimed in collos
guial Spanish, « LPor Dios, don’t go any farther, A
nan from Chili stopped here the other day — his mouth
and checka were like a solt peach with the frost1”
Another woman joined us, and declaved that T way tog
young to beso far rom lome, and questianed me to
the effeet #if my mother knew that T was ont” In
their inguiries, however, they exhibited a kindness that
to me was very gratifying, and T fele that in case of
accident npon the vowd, I had at leagt two fiiends neay-
at hand,

Beyond the Sequion, the valley grew narrower, and
in places was so filled with stones and detritus as to
lame the old herse. The road now becane s mero
defile, the steep sides of the sicvras towering nbove it
to a great height, their bareness being sometimes re-
lieved by dwarf eacti, that grew in crevices where soil
had lodged ; these plants were in flower, some white,
others of a yellow hoe.

~The clonds again cnveloped the mountains, and
while T was groping along over the broken rock, tho
tinkHmy of a mule’s bell broke the stillness, nnd a mo-
ment luter 1 earne upon a civele of pack-saddles anid
mules’ cargoes, lying upon the ground. A deep voice
called ont, ¥ Come here, friend;” and I was soon ac-
quainted withi the capataz and muleteers nf Don Fer-
nando de Ore, a rich San Juan merchant, who had sent
his troop to Uspallata to await an opportunity to erosa
to Chili, in advance of the troops of the other mer-
chimts, Tho don was daily expected by the eapataz,
wlo had been three or four days on the road already.
'The ecapataz urged me to remain with the troop uniil




¥

- 286 A THOUSAND MILES’ WALK.

the mext morning, which invitation I accepted, and
tving iy horse to gome resinous bushes, I sat down to
a sumpinons meal of boiled corn, dried beef, and pep-
per, while my jaded animal satisfied himself i1z cropping
the tops of the bushes, i a kind of stunted weed that
grew amongz the rocks. Towards dusk it rained, but
vy lieavy blanket kept me dry. The guides huddled
round the dying cmbers, vainly endeavoring to wann
neir benumbed limbs ; avound us the hills scemed to be
Jhaken by the heavy thunders that reverberated along
Jie mountain tops.

Fearing that my horse would give out, as he had
-ved mostly upon bushes and coarse herbage since
eaving San Juan, I arose early, and, guided hy the
yright staglight, canght my asimal, and led him up
the valley, A spur of th¢ sierra blocked up the val-
ley, and this steep aseent had to be elimbed by the poor
animal, he halting every fow gteps 1o dlraw Dhreath,
Having reachied the summit, he heaved a deep sigh,
ag if conscious of ll‘l\mg finished o hard task.

A mingnilicient view rownrded mo lor (o exerlion
of muking the ascent. The rocky grandenr filled mo
with nwe, for T was sarreamded by a sublime chaos —
broken hills, valleys, and barren ¢lifls of {he sicrra,

A white cloud passed over the wvulley, shutting n¢
out from sight of the world below; it was no easy
task to follow the rocky path beyond; sometimes it
led down abrupt deseents into dismal valleys, then
again almost to the level of the sumnit of the moun-
1ain range.  Along this erookod path but one mule e
[ess at a time, and there arve places where it requirey
- but a single unsteady movement to send the loaded
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apimal into the abyss below. Ifor nearly a milo the
aierra on the lefl side was formed of red freestone, and
wag, in many places, a8 regular as o castle wall, In
this lonely place the least sound would eatel my ear,

The sterr that I had erossed s ealled the Puramiily,
or “Weak place ;™ in the warmest day a cold wind from
tite snow peaks aof the Andes Dlews drearily across it
Twaving the broken mass of rock, the path descended
abruptly into a little valley, wliich contained a stono
hut, and a corral for goats. This desolate spot was
enlivencd by the presence of one of the prettiest seficrns
thal I ever met.  She iofowned me that her hus-
band, who was then hunting guanacos, snpported him-
self principally by keeping goats that brewsed upon
the sides of the mountains,. When he wished to
butcher any of the guanacos, lie, with the assistanco
of a pack of trained enrs, drove them into natural rock-
walled corrals among the mouontains, where, hemmed
in, the animals wers casily despatehied with the bolic-
dores and knife.

Lenving tho valley, T aseended to n'high plain thag
seemed Lo be on alevel with the simmits of the neigh-
boring ringe of the Cordilleras, and as the sun was
about sinking below the western horizon, T pereeived
that this was to be my camping-place for the night.
Laying the saddle upon the gronnd for n Lillaw, and
carelully spreading the blankets, T Iny down to rest,
having first tied my horse to a stited bush, which lie

11niy tried to eat. .

I dropped into a restiess slnmbnr, but an honr later,
g wild, desolate ery cansed e te spring Fom my blan.
kets, and prepare for defence. § lLad Deen told many
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storics of the cruelty of the puma, or American lion,
andl atl this mement feared that ono of these nninaly
was on the plain.  Iv wiux along this part of the road
thatguides had seen their tracks, and hunters had run
them down with dogy o few miles o tho plain upon
which I had encamped,

Another wikd ery, and the animal passed along the
plain without heeding either my horse or me, and, glad
o be lelt in peace, I sank into a sound sleep, that con-
tinned nobroken until the rising sun gilded the snowy
crosts of the Jofty Cordillera.

It was a beautiful scene that lay before me.  Across
the plain floated white clowds of mist, like airy spivits,
while before me Iay a narrow valley, throngh which the
road led to Uspallata.  Upon one side of the plain rose
several Jow hills, green with coarse herbage, upon which
a small herd of llamas were feeding, as if unconscious
of the presence of man,

I soon was rendy to start; but my old horse seemed
incapable of moviag, I rubbed his sGiF limbs antit I
hud worked mynefl into o perspirabion; he was se fur
recovered as tu be able to move slowly. I scized the
lnzgo, and led him on ag before,

The road descended to the ravine just referred to,
and for an hour or so my jouwrncy led through the -
surrounding ¢liffs; but at length we agnin emerged
upon a flat plain, covered with low bushes, and over
this [ led the way nntil afternoen, when a green spot
i the {oot of a high range of mountains, and the hut
of a farmer, canght my cye, and soon after I drew up
liefore the last house in the Argentine Republic — the
Guarde of Uspallata,
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Refore T conld fuivly disencumber my horse of lis
burilen, he bolted for the elover-fichl behind the lout e,
and commeneed devouring the fodder with an avidity
ehat 1old too well of hig fimished condition,

“Tho person in chargs of the house informed mo that
the pusing wig very difitcudt, und advised mo to re-
main a few duys; but, knowing too well that delays aro
dangerons, I made preparations for lenving on the next
day. T was to leave the horse in the clover-pasture,
and strap my blankets and other articles to my back,
and in this way cross the main range of the Audes.
Ifvom this I had no alternative ; and so, after nrvanging
everything for an carly start, I lay down under tho
poreh to take a siesta,

1 was soon awakened by the tinkling of a mule-bell,
and upon yising suw three persong before the guande,
accompanie:d Ly several mules, Two of these wmen
were dressed in the gaucho fashion, bug the other hud
the gwrb and mauners of a merchant, which Le proved
to Lo; for, ws T approached bim, he offered me bis hand,
aml, with a polite “pura sorviy wd” introduced hime-
self s Don Yernando de Oro, & merchant of San Juun,
Me informed me that the postmuaster nemr Ban Juan,
with whom I pagscd a day and two nighly, had ro-
quested him to keep a sharp lookout for a young
gringo that was on tho road, and to take him salely
under his protecting arm to the American consnl in
Valparaiso, T felt much {lattered by this acknowledy-
ment, and at onee accepted Don Fernando as my guaes
dian and protector.

The don remarked that his troop of mulea, which I
bad passed vwo days before, would arrive on that nighty

ig

— e
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anc remain in tho clover-fiehl wntil a passago could b
eflected.  The troop came in at 2 late hour.

The next day was a lovely one; and a3 the weather
gave promise of being settled for a fow days, prepari-
tions for setting out on the following morning were
vommenced.  The nmtes for Don Ferewando, and two
guides, were seleeted from the traop of ninety, and two
extra ones were carefilly shod, to answer in case of any
emergency, My friend declared that it would be uns
fair not to allow my horse to accompany us aeross the
Anudes, alter he bad been through so much privation;
therclore a heavy pair of shoes were selected from the
store mules’ pack, and nailed firmly to his feet. “Now,”
snid the don, ag he viewed the lank form of the animal
with no little meriiment, ©« Art has exhausted herself
upon you, and Nature alone must support you oun the
road to-morrow.”

Barly on the following morning, Don Fernando, his
two guides, and myself, with onr animals, crossed the
little river that yan past tho guard-house, and at sanriso
entered a narrow eleft in the sierva, and fullowed a
stony path, until we came in sight of the River Blen-
doza, which rushed along the bed of the valley, voaring
like thunder. The path grew narrewer as we pro-
gressed, sometimes following the wmargin of the yivey,
then ascending midway to the tops of the high sierra.
It was a seene of great sublimity., The viver, which -
wag a deep mud-color, from the allnvial matter brought
down from the mountain, wag hemmed in by the two
purallel sicrrag, that towered majostically to the hclnht
of several thonsand feet.

In soma places the path wound like a thread along



A CHILENO 'TRAGEDY, 2mn

the Lald front of a precipice; then it descandded to the
water, and followed its course, until it agnin ascended,
As we gnzed above, the huge picees of detached rock
seemed ready to £l and crosh us,

T'he melting snow had undermined the soil in somoe
places, and slides of carth and stones had fallen, an:d
covercld up the track,

Aflier crossing a livtle bridge that bad been thrown
over a stream which flowed into the river of the valley,
we came upon several ruined hats, which the don told
me onee belonged to an ancient tribe of Indians that
inhabited the valleys of the Andes, and subsisted prin.
cipally upon the flegh of the wild Hamas,

This was before the country had become independent
of 3painj and though many years had passed since their
construction by the Indian builders, it was interestmg
to note that the plaster that held the stones together,
and whicl was nothing but a kind of clay, still remained
unbreken, as if the structures had been but recently de-
serted, These remains of the walls of the Indian dwell-
ings were fonr feet in height, and were partitioned off
into small rooms,

Tu the corner of one of the dilapidated dwellings was
a heap of stoncs, surmounted by a tiny cross, made of
rough twigs. The guides looked serions as we passed
it, and in answer to my questioning look, the don told
the following story: —

“ Wlen a Chileno loves, he loves witll a passion s0
deep and strong that honor, fiiends, and fortune aro
gecondary in his estimation to her who hias thrown
around him the network of her affections, A youth
not long since eame from Chili to visit a relative ¢4
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the Argentine side of the Cordillera, is stuy wag
protracted, for he had met with a beantiful maiden, fu
fovelier than those of his native conntry; and when he
lefy, 3t was only to receive tha pormisston of his friends
Lo return again, and claim her as his own,

«{To crossed these monntains to Chili; but the fiereo
tempornles from the sonth bad commenced before he
reached the main range on his retarn, where the risk
is greator in effecting w passugo at such a geason ihan
on uny other part of tho road.

“Ho had with him cxpericneed guides, and a favor-
ite mule carried his wedding garments aml tho pres.
ents that he intended to offer his future bride. On the
Cumbre pass, at an elevation of twelve thousand fect,
a temporal struck the party, and oo by ono thoe mules
became buried in the suow, -

. #The boy worked like & hero (T wag witb the com.
piny}, and doring tho sterin his orders were vbeyed
by the muletecrs with alacrity, for they loved him well.

“But all exertions proved unsnccessful; not an
nnimal esenped 3 and the werry purty duscuulctl tho
Cumbro into the valley, worn ont with their wemen-
dous labors. The boy never lived to leave the valley;
thare ho lies,” — pointing to the erosy — ¢ bariod i
bls ehosen apot. The guides piled stoues upon his
body, to keep the eondors from devouring it. See!
there ia one now watching the grave,”

I looked 1o the place designated, and saw upon the
opposite cliff a huge dark-colored bird, that stood sen.
tinellike, a solemu watcher above the unfoz tunzte Chi
ieno's grave,

Not fﬂ.r beyond, the path again troubled us by ite



CONDOLS. 208
extreme narrowness, and a dizziness came over me ag
I gazed far below i sto the mountain torrent. .

Along this part of the road were piles of the bones of
animals that had died upon the road during the past
years,  Some perished from hunger, and many fcll over
the precipices, lodging among the rocks, where, altor
fong and painful strugeles, they died. It scemed, truly,
like going through the Valley of Death, so namerony
were the careasses and bones of eattle in this purt of
the valley.

Conders were oceasionally seen apon the cliffy, somo-
times circling high in the heavens. ¥ had often ob-
served these Dbirds with interest when they came in
nmnbers from the Andes, to feed upon calrion around
Causete,

The condor is, T believe, the largeat of the carrion-
feeders; it has a fleshy erest upon the lead, with wat-
tle-like appendages beneath the beak; the nostrils ex-
tend throngh the ecre, the head and neck are bare of
featliers, andd the skin of tho neck liey in (olda; around
its Dase, a littlo above the shoulders, is u frill of white,
downy feathers cocireling it.  Its flight is graceful, and
at times very Iofly.  The breeding-places ol the con.
dors are in hollows of (he elifly, hundreds of feet from
their bases; the eggs are laid upon the bare rock.

1 have seen these birds in pairs; but in winter montha
they generally congregate in greater nombers,

While in the air, the condor soars in graceful cirelus,
moving its wings bat little: they feed upen carrion, but
wiit kil weal: and wounded animaly, somewliat resems
Lling the carncarn in this vespeet.

The range of the condor extends along the Andes,
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from the Siraits of Mageollan to 8° porth latitude. 1
have seen specimens kept as pets in the gardens of na.
five gentleren,

At the Cueste de la Catedral a grand sight awailed

us. From the brink of the river there arose a precipico
of dark-colored stone, that frowned upon the narrow
path which passed along its front. ' A stream of water
fell over the brink of the ledge, and wherever the water
gtrack the rough projections, it was converted into spray,
which fefl in turn upon other points of the rock, giving
to the scene a fairy-like appearance.

Just at dusk we arrived at a point where the valley
tureed in u new divection, and was particularly distin-
guished for the desolate appearance of the surrounding
rocks, which is, however, somewhat relieved by g bridge
" of English model, built by the Mendoza government.
Across this we hnrried, and stood upon La Punta de
las Vacas, or Cow TPoint, whare a desolate stone hut
had been oceupied years before by cow-herds, smug-
glers, and now sometimes sorved to shelter the be-

nighted traveller. On the opposite bank of the torrent -

gtood Lhe flrst casucha, or post-hut, built of bricks and
plaster. It was very small, and was modelled upon a
. cheap plan, being without doors, saghes, windows,-——a
largo square hole answering for the first and last ean-
veniences,

Dring the Spanish reign, thesc snow hutes were 1ib-
' erally supplied with provisions, wines, wood, and bed-
ding; but republican rulers are satisfied to let the four
men who compose the mail party carry their own blan-
kets, fuel, and food upon their backs — a miserable rule,
- that causes much suffering among the post-men, whe
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nte often shut up for many doys at a time in a cheerless
hut, while the snow storms are raging around them.

A Jengne beyond the casuche, the guides led the
way into a narrow valley, where the anunals were !
turned loose, to graze upon whatever they might find,

The don spread a raw hide upon the ground, upon
which we Inid our blankets, and consigned ourselves to
the embraces of the drowsy god. . .

The long walk had thorougbly jaded me, and it
needed no narcotic to insure a sound sleep for the fols
lowing seven hour. e

ryors
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CHAPTER XIX.

CROSSING THE ANDES — CONTINUED.

HEN the sun’s rays of the next morning had
penctrated the valiey, we were more than a
Jeague from our camping-ground, and had passed the

- gecond easucha, or snow hut, of the winter cowrier. Thig

little domicile was built after the model of its distunt
ncighbor at La Punta de las Vacas, and was two
leagues farther np the valley. While we were tradg-
ing along, the metallie-sounding whinny of lUamas
pounded from the sierra, and, looking wp, wo eounted
po less than thirty of thess graceful ereatures gazing
curiously upon us, The herd consisted of males,
femmales, and young, the latter of the size of the com-

mon poat. As travellers ravely cross the mountaina
-at this ‘season of the year, the llamas instinetively
‘inhabit the valley, where they are free from danger,
. and find a better living than the rocky cliffy affurd.

Agnin the valley was blocked up by a spur of the

" pierra, called the Paramilla, the secand one crossed

gince leaving the hamlet of Bl Durazno. The sidea
were steep, and Don Fernando pautioned me against
walking, observing that riding kept the puna (a pecu
liar effect produced by inhaling rarefied air) at a dis-
tance, The summit of the aramilla was boried in a

i
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deep drift of snow, through which we foreed our ani.
mals at eonsiderable risk; for their exertions to keep a
footing almoat overtasked their strength.  Sometines
falling into concenled holey, they Houndered in the
great drift until our own services were necessary to
rescue them from injury. Tinally, a passage was ef- -
feeted, and we wound down.the west side to the banks
of the torrent in the vicinity of the third snow hut.
The color of the water had changed from a muddy
hue to dark red, and it seemecd to rash along more
impetuously than at the entrance of the valley. The
many little streams that fell over the precipices along
the road were colorless ; therefore I judged that either
the bed of the torrent, or its sonvee, gave to the water
its peeuliar color; and it may be of interest to state in
this place, that, as far as I conld learn, all the rivers
that descend into the Argentine Republie, on the east
side of the Andes, ave of a deep raud color, halding in
guspension allavial mud ; while upon the Chili, or west
gide of the Andes, the waters are clear. and colorless,
The coolness of the morning soon gave way to the
heat of the sun, and it grew warmer as its rays _wele_
reflected upon the snowy sides of the mountaing,  Ths -
scund of a human voice fell upon our carg strangely
this desolate place, as a party of men came into view
far up the valley. We soon met, and many were .
¢l inquiries made by the members of both parties,
The Cordillera had actually been passed, but an hour
or two before, by the cowier and severnl pelSOllS who
had placed themselves under his orders.  The courfer

_was 2 short, square-built man, of very dark complexion;

and from the fact of his having performed nany daring
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passages during the past years, we looked upon lm
with no ordinary interest. Ile rede on a small mule,
tha mail bag being slung to his neck by n leather strap,
and did not exceed in size a school-boy’s satchel. 1la
informod na that thoe snow was thawing upon the sum-
mit of tho main ridgo, and would not be passuble until
the gold right air had erusted it'over, when we might
pass in comparative safey. But Don Fernando waa
£t to be stopped even by the opinion of so experienced
2 personapo as the conrier, mt erdered ws {o hurry on
with all possible speed.

Soon the main range of the Andes rose before us,
blecking up the valley more cffcotnally thau either of
the previans Paramilins, ite ronnded top glistening fiom
the reflected light of the sun. The don ordered o halt
beside the river, in order to prepare for future action.
The animals were allowed to drink a little water, whils
the dor gave ua all a dose of starch watur and sugar,
which we drank. This was a remedy for the pune,
or at least to cause cur stomachs to give off any gases
therein contained, to cool the blood and invigorate the
sysient.  Don IFernando then boond his fice in cotton
hundkerchiefy, and the gnides and myself followed his
example. This was to protect our faces from the re-
llected rays of the sun upon the white, shining drifts
that coverel the summits of the Cordillera and the
neighboring sierras.”

The river branched off to the northward, and was
just to'view among the mountaing, At the base of the
Cordiliorn was the last enow but uf the Argentine Re-
public: passing it and the river, we commenced our
weary agcent.  Water had been flowing from the sum-
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mit fur geveral days previous to our arival, and thers
wns no appearance of the old path whichi had been
washed awnay., As the side of thig part of the range
was composed of gravel and loose stones, it was diflicult
Lo obtain a finm footing, and the animals weie contin.
unally slipping, which obliged us to oxcrcise no littls
caure and libor. The guides dismounted, bot the don
deelared that he bad no wikh to court the puna Ly
cxcrting himsell unnecessarily 5 therefore he managed”
to keop upon his male; hut more than ence the ineli-
rationt of the apimal’s back was such that the rider was
only saved by 4 slide off by the attentions of ane of the
guides. A direct ascent could not be attempted; our
only mcthod was to wind back and forth from side to
side, on the fice of the Cmdlllela, thus making the
ascent very gradual.

When we were about two thirds of the way uy,
our anticipated trouble commenced. . The . baggaga
mule Jost her footing, and rolled over and ever down
the side of the mountain. Don Fernando shrieked out
a hasty caramba, the guides a naughty ¢—o, while I
stood aghast, Dut our fears were soon quicted; forthe
animal struck upon s projecting picce of rock, which
stayed her conrse, withont apparently injuring her,

Beipg the smallestof the party, I was intrusted with
the Tasso, with which I crawled dewn to the mule, and
fastened it about her neck, when ghe wae pulled vpon
Ler fect by the party above. Iaving been relieved of
ber eargo, the animal readily commenced ascending, an
if nothing had troubleld her, amd soon she was in the
path again with her load upon her bac. :

After many fallings and backslidings, our party stood
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upon the Cumbre, or summit of the Cordillera, at an
elevation of Lwelve thousand feet above the level of the
gea, When viewed from the valley below, I was div
appointed ng to its secming altitude ; but when standing
upon the Cuambre, Iully realized the great height nj.on
whieh our party had lLaled. The view was covhued
by tha iiregular peaks of the surrounding sicrrns; bulg
a finc scene Jay below us on the Chili side, of a peculiar
Alyine character. Weo stood upon the dividing lina
of the Argentine Republic and Chiliy and I inwardly
bade furewell to the comnbry that had been my lirst
teacher of travellers' hiavdships, and had for much sul-
foring given me lessons of usefulness — had impressed
upon my heart u traer pairiotism, and a more dignified
respect for our republic of the novth, :

As we gazed into the depth below ns, a wild sceno
met our view, The deep valley wag filled width snow
to a depth of nearly ooe hundred feot ; for as tho snow
tempests Llow along the range of mountaing the flecey
material drifts into the narrow defiles, filling them com-
pletely, in some places, to the very tops. This is the
enge, particulaly, farther to the santh, where & winter
paggago {9 ruvely, i ever, attemipted. Upon the left
side of the descent the fivst Chilian casucha rosc out
of the snow, differing somewhat in model from those
upon tho Argentine side, the roof being rounded or
vven-shnped, while those on the east side ore two
inclined plancs, like the roof of 3 New ngland cot-
tage in Lhe earlior times.

Until now the powerlul reficeted light had not
aflected my vision; but I at last began to feel it seri-
ously. I bad neglected to bring © gopgles,” and thouph
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a thick cotton handkerchicf covered my head, my skin
wag parchied, and tears continually rolled down my
fice, adding to my torture, from which there was no
escupe,  “ Thank DProvidence that te day is so very
clear” cjuenlated the dons “for if a temporad should
pass over, where would we be by nightfall?  Either
blocked up in that cold snow hut yonder, or buried
in the valley below”

The snow had commenced thawing, and the real
diflicultics of crossing now commenced. The mules
flounderod in the drifts, often requiring our eombined
excrtions to keep thomn on a swre footing, Near the
easucha we came upon hard gnow ; but the original path
lay many feet below, buried in the drilt.” While the
party were pausing to consider the proper course to
pursue, I neticed that onc of the mules had becen
canght by Don Ternando, who waded towards the
flrn snow, leading the little animal by wmeans of a
Ingso, which had been thrown about her neck. She
wig the sinallest of the animals, and was called the
baqueane, or guide mule, from the fact that she could
follow the hidden path with great accnrvacy,

Ciniotis to see her operations, I watched her closely
as she walked earefully over the drift, with her noso
alimost touehing the smow; and she really scemed to
be guided by the sense of smcll. The other animnls
followed, driven by the guides, while the don and
mysell hnrnessed ouwrselves with the lassos, snd drew
after us the hide npon which had been laid the hag-
gage, saddles, dse,

Beyond the snow hut of tho Cambre, the descont
was abrapt, snd the line of the varrow path taving
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been lost, we slid down the diifis in 4 most exhilarat.
ing mancer. The mules came after, requiring to be
well whipped by one of the guides before they wonld
movo an inch. Though the puide mule loat thie nar
vow path, afler following for womo dislanco covreetly,
ghe beeame valuable to us on this parsof the trail. We
zame to another descent, down whieh the other mules
could not be driven ; but when the litto dagqueana sat
upou the snow, and gracefully descended without in-
jury, the laggards fullowed, as one sheep follows an-
other ; all but one descended safely; she stuck fast in
the drift, and it required onr whole number to ascend
and vescue hey. Wo found her sufiering from the
puna, and in dubious spirits. Iler exertions to fico
herself in a place where the atmosphore was go rare
bhad alwmwost ruined the poor beast. DBlood triekled
from her nose, and her breast was swollen Iike a biad-
ber distended with wind.

At four o’clock Don Fernando ordered a halt upon
n pile of looss rocka that protruded from the snow,
Here we remained patienlly waiting for the snow to
crust over, as it had Lecome too soft to allow of safo
travelling, Twilight fell upon us in this wild retreat,
and found the guides and the don rolled up in their
ponchos, suficring from the stinging cold. As for
myself, T jumped about upan. our little territory until
tho increased cireulation of the blood kept me in a
warm glow, The guides fortified {hemselves aganinst
the cold air by drinking aguardients ; but oxpericnce
had proved to wme that the cold snow water in oy
flask would give me a firmer step, an casier rcspir‘:tion,
and & clearer head than any brandy or aguanhente of
the San Juaninos.



PLEFCENT OF THIK CORDILLERA. 803

The moon shono as beautifel as wo could have
wished, lighting up the valley and ita towering wally
in aguddime manner,  The dittle enscades of melting
gnaw no longer fell over the eliffy, but irove, conting
the davk fronts of the precipices with a shicld of spnr-
kling ice, and the sharp “ticking” of the frost sounded
strangely, seaning to add to the weirdness of the place,

Alter remaining for threchours, the gnidespronounced
the snow safliciently erusted over to bear us; and, point
ing to a sharp angle of the valley, the oldest one de-
suu] me to lead my horse in that direetion, while the
rest of the party attended to the animals,

The River Aconcagua roared along the mountain’s
sides, and in most places was hidden by the frozen
snow,  Qur course lay along iis borderg, where many
gullics crossed our trail, hidden benecath the frozun
crust,

While feeling onr way along, old Yellow-skin, my
horse, fel! through the crust into a torrent that flowed
into the river, leaving me standing upon the broken
edges of the hole. The guides pulled me from the
chinsm, aud beat the old liorse until hie became exeited
to such a degrge as to erawl out of his bath with a
vigor that satisfied us he would live to reach the open
f:unnLry. ’ :

We noxt crossed a high spur of the wmountaing, and,
descending a precipitous path, eame upon ilie sccond
snow hut of Lthe Chilian government; and after follow-
ing many windings, and cxpericucing moch dangor in
erossing the viver, the drey, brown enrth was reached,
end we looked up to the lofty mommtains, that shono
in the moonlight, with great satisfaction, for our libors
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were ended.  The guides gathiered a few sticks togeth
er, mnd succeeded in dighting a fire, by the heat of
which noscrap of Jerked beef was cooked; bng befors
this had been aceomplished, the don and myself, over
taskod Ly the fatignes of our long journey, hind rollad
ourselves up in tie hide, aml were steeping too sonndly
to be awakened Uy the peons, who undoubtedly were
pleased at the rvesult, for they had all the beef to them.
scelves. When the reader reflects that the preceding
stage of the jonrney had been very long and arduous,
we having travelled, with the exception of three hanrs,
frem four o'clock of the morning of one day until two
o’clock of the next morning, he will acknowlcdge that
our rest way well earned.
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CITAPTERL XX,
YenlM TOE ANDES TO THE PACIFIC

' daylight we breakfasted on dried beef and maté

"X tun, and saon started on our journey, which was
now rapidly drawing to a close. The sun was high in
the heavens, althounpgh we could not {for a long time sce
his fice, for the mountains shut ns in completely. We
continted down the valley, pnssing near some fino -
springs of water, which, from the peenliar manner in
which they Lurst forth f{rom the ground, are called
« Los gjos de Ague,” or Lyes of Water.

The first signg of civilization that we renched on the
Chili territory was at a place called * L Quarde Vigio,”
the old custem-house of the Chilian government.

This was occupied by a farmer, 2 new government
building having been erccted firther down, at the
mouth of the valley. Beyond the Guarde, at intervals,
little haty were scen, the inhabitants of which wera:
garrnlons and lospitable.

As we emerged fromy the valley, and encountered
troops of mules and parties of country peeple, I ob-
served the peculine characteristics which distinguish
the Chilians trom the people of the country behind us,
T'he muleteers on the eastern sido of the Audrs were
grove in doportment, and slow in apeech and movemont.

20
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. The Chitians were mare energetic and intelligent, —
perhinps firom more extended intercourse with foreignersa
Yet they have the discredit of being ivss houest than
their brethren of the pampa provinees, The men of
Chili wore o short poncho, hardly covering the wemr
er’s hipa, The Avgentinos' poncho is of the longest
kind —longer than these of the people of any ather
South American vepublic.  The Chilimi’s lusso fanags in
coils from the saddie Lehind the vider; the gincho’s i3
carefully coiled up, and rests on the horse’s eronp,

The furms now hecime more fregqueyt as we travelled
along; the buildings werc neatly roofed with red tiles
and furnished o striking contrast to those of Memidos
and San Juan, which were generally of eands and mud.

As night canme ou, we reached an indgating caual,
which cenveyed water to the town of Sun Rosa g thrifty
little farms were fod by its waters all along the read,
and neatness and good order and manegement wery
evorywhere discernivle. 'Fhe little houses were shaded
by groves of fig and orunge trees, and the reader can
imagine our thoughts and happincess to he travelling
through a conutry bright witls Ulossoming fruit treey
when but a few hours before we had shepl near snow.
drifly,

Gronps of young peaple weve olten seen senten) be.
neath the trees, or under the vermmlas singing, ur playing
an the guitar,  Before ane of the firn-lhonses we dhew
up, and, aflter being weleomed by one of these happy
gronps, we led our animals from the road, aud proparad
to remain for the night.  An abundunt sapper was fur-
nished us, and I do not remember a pleasunter night's
vest that I ovar bad, ¢han that.

]



A CHILIAN WELCOME, BOT

The next worning I went out to the pasture to bid
my old horse adios. I found him cropping the rich af
Julfe on the irvigated ficld; and as I appronchal him
he scemerd rather disinelined to any fanilidrity, for he
had associated mo with all the limdships of the jonmney;
and now to leave a land of plenty with me was ovi
fently not to his taste. 1 lost no time in asscring him
that my intentions were pacifie, and when I left him
be gave o pleasant whisk of his tail and shake ol the
ears, apparently thanking me for leaving him so liter-
ally “in clover.”

My pedestrian journey was ended. I would have
liked to eontintue on oot to the sea, which I eonld
_easily have reached in a couple of days; but my kiud
~friend Dou Fernando wonld not permit me to leave
his troop. I must keep him company.
© «You must come with me, my son,” hesaid. “T wigh
to introduce you to seme very nico peoplo, I am a
Chilian by Lirth, and I desire that you shall form a
good opinion of my countrymen.”

A mule, vichly eaparisoned, was furnished me by the
don, and, meunting our animaly, we soon rode inte the
town of Santa Rosa. Drawing up his mule before the
entrance of a large mansion, before whieh paced a sol-
dier with musket in hand, Don Fernundo inguired if
Don José Ynfante, tho governor of the dt.pm tment of
Bania Resa, was at home,

The soldier replied that that gentleman was at San-
Lingro on official business, but that his son Don Manuel
was at home.  While a servant went to announee our
arrival, T had time to note that the national flag of
Chili fleated “above tho stately wansion, while a peep
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withia the yurd revealed beds of beautiful flowers ang
well-kept walks,

In a moment Don Manuel appeared, and, cordiaily
embracing his unele, exelaimed, “ Welcomo to Chilj,
and to Santa Rosa!™  The don introduced me to tho
other gentleman, who greeted me warmly, nitering al
the same time many expressions of good feeling for me
and my countrymen.  We then entered the house, nnd
passed & most pleasant day in social intercourse, Lo
wlich the agrecable and cultivated manners of the
young don added no little chaym, Don Manuel, as if to
bring our recont hard fare more strongly to onr imagi-
nations, feasted us npon strawberries and sherbet; and
the reader can form some faint idea low acceptabla
they were to us. The ice for the sherb¢t had been
brought dewn fram the Cordillera on the bucks of mmles,

On the following day we mounted our animals, and,
bidding adios to Don Manuel, resuned our journey for
the coast. Leaving Santa Rlosa, we passed over an in-
teresting country, and in the afternoon crossed a fino -
bridge of foreign coustrnetion, and entered the town
of San If¢lipd, — which has a population of alioul twelve
thousand ivhabitants, — where we passed the night.

The River Aconcagua irrigates the pgardena and
farms in this district, and the soil is very firtile, yicld-
ing abundant erops of grain, potatoes, melons, mnize,
beans, walnuts, figs, peaches, tobacco, and grapes. The
town is about cighty miles from Valparaiso,

Resuming oor route on the next morning, and trav.
elling all day, we entered, at Qusk, the town of Quil-
lots, which containg about ten thousanl sanls, and is
abont thirty-fiva miles from Valparaiso.
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Here we found some large and well-cultivated farms
pnd the whele country was quite interesting.

On the following morning Don Fernando started in
~advanco of our party, to prepare for our arrival at Val-
pariiso, this being the last day of tho journcy.

I remained with the people of the troop, and kept
them company during the whole day, No incident
occurred worthy of rceord here; and before the twi-
light had begun to fall upon the heavens, we were
descending the high euestas that overlook Valparaieo,
which city lay stretehed out below ns on the shore of
the great Puacifie, its white plastered dwellings glisten-
ingr Tike silver in the rays of the declining sun.

Winding down the stony path, we entered the city
before damk, and were soon censconced in comfortable
quarters.

On the following day T presented my letters of in-
troduction to the United States consul, George Mer-
win, Esq., who, after giving me a kind reception, and
warm congratulations on the success of my leng jour-
ney, intercsted himself so much in procuring mo a
berth in an Awmerican vessel, that before twenty-four:
hours had passed I was comfortably settled on hoarvd
the fine ship Magellan, Captain Chatles ISing, and [
once more entered upon the routine of life before the
mast. A few weeks later, and we were sculdding down
the western coast of Patagonia, and “ going around the
Horn” on our journey home.

Reader, my story is told.  IF you have been enabled
1n these pages to glean a little instruction or amuse-
ment for your leisure hours, I shall feel woll rewarded;
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.

and if, when in imgination you followed meo in my
weary journcy, you, porhaps, (6l some JTittle sympathy
for the hardships I somotimeg experienced, I shall
never regret my pedestrian trip across the “Pampse
aND THE ANDRE”






