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I N T R O D U C T I O N 

I r on the main l ine f rom Mexico to the Uni ted States thpt 
section which fjoes through the fertile Stute of .GiiiLnajimfo is , 
not in the hands of revolutionary persons, you w i l l see Celaya's 
domes and towers, which arc l i t t le more than a mije f rom the. 
ra i lway stat ion. Those industrious inhabitants who fhrust i n ' 
th rough the , open window a variety of hoxes of the famous 
local swtietincat:, and exclaim "Ca je tas de Celaya 1 " (boxes 
of .Celaya), w i l l no doubt peraiade you much more easily to 
buy than did their con f re res at the station of i l l r famed:. 
Querélaro, whose opals are, so s f r ik ing ly appropriate, Bu t , 
there are many morbid people and some lovers of o ld, gracious 
bui ldings who descend at Maximi l ian 's town, whereas Celaya»; 
which the same great architect and poet—Francisco Eduardo • 
de Tresguerças—has made beautiful, is far too seldom visited, 
and this a l though in the hotel one finds, according to a legend. 

• down the side of the notepaper, Spanish, French and Mex ican, 
'cuisine and also ' ' E x t r i c t a . Moral idad " (the most cofnplpte, 
•moral i ty). 'Hiere is a place in the chief plazfi of Celaya. f r o m , 
which one may see.both the Church of .Nuestra, Señora del Car-, 

. mçn , 006 0f the most celebrated edifices of the whole repi^blic, . 
•|tri4¡th;e tawdry, great Parochial Church of.Saq Francisco, >yhich 

¿ 4 $ ; a disastrous imi ta t ion of i t . Their two clonics, arp w i th you 
Í£Í,wayjS in this interest ing town, the dome of Carmen in which 
rÇrííeguerras (1765-1833) has achieved the .exquisite lines qf one 
jjof.ihO:finest of Persian types—its decoration of glazed tilps, in 
PaJternating yellow and green, gives m\\ effect.,of Ipminçuf* 
fgreenieh g'old—and, the dreadful, dçmie pf = that, other, phurch, ; 
|.wjhichlhas..a chapel designee} by Tresgu.erras; and .dedicated, tp. 
f0.ur Lady of Sorrows. I t is not to be ;explatned how'these, 

Ijjt̂ jQ domes can live together; in the ramb l ing marketTsquare, 
in>png the booths where tattered, ancient newspaper^ and sun-; 

ííscçrehed books are sold, you may discover two books wr i t ten , 
ayrfcyo Eng l ish ladies—that of Madame Calderon de la Etarça 

?andu.that of Mrs . Alec Twcedie. They .arç, each, of, them ,3, 
record of experiences in a fascinat ing çqui)try, a l though \ f r$ . 
Tweedie;said in a subsequent article, which I happened to .see, 
that it is dif f icult to wr i te of a .co imt ry when you are. 6oop. 
miles away ; and Í submit that, in everyth ing which matters,-, 

Jã̂ eywfy of Iowa 



viu inlroductioi i 
she has never been any closer to Mexico. The lack of under 
standing, the nauseous egol ism, Hie total absence uf charm 
and of l i terary qualit ies—but i t is more profitable tí u c turn 
to Madame Calderon. We know a t g o o d deal about Trc* . 
guerras, the wonderful Creole, but we l i i i o w rather l i i t le about 
the lady ; and i f It were not for the imlefuiiKnble Sarah Joscpha 
Hpl'o, of Boston, Mass. / wu should know st i l l less. " 1'ew 
{é tnÚés; " "quôíh1 ^Mrs.' 'Hale, 1"are educated for authorship. 
The'obstacles1, which oppose the entrance of women on the 
•paths'of l i terature'are many and great." Perhaps the obstacles 
\¿ére serious in 1837,"'when these words were wri t ten, b u t ' i f 
therS'flourishes'to-day another 'Mrs. Hale in Uosion she would 
píóbhbly place far more grievous obstacles in front of those whose 
verses'are to be included in a " L a d i e s ' W r e a t h . " Mrs. Hale 
iriforms'Us in the Preface1 that the heart of woman " i s attuned 
tty'the musici'of nature;' and poetry is the common language 
o f "'her thoughts." 1 Yet, in our opinion, several of the chosen 
ladies'do nót; answer'perfect ly to that description. We may 
bb j& le ; for exílmpíe, at Mary Anne Browne, whose surname 
wa'srthe maiden name of the transcendent Mrs. Hemans, but 
"•we have learhied," says Mrs. ' -Hhle, '* that i t ' i s only in sou] 
ar id 'gehlus thixV the1 relationship can bo t raced." And both 
góod'and bad1 ladles; in fact, every lady w i th a pen, attracted 
th'o attent ion'of ' Mrs: Ilak1.' She w i l l have no commerce w i t h 
thtíse1 who1 ptbach " the danger ' to ' household order nn t l t ran-
quillity1 whièh' the 'c i i l t i va t ioh óf female talent may rea l ize / ' 
arid1'With thd Utmost enthusiasm : she sets about assist ing' 
both taió" lame ddgs and the night ingales to pass over 
obstacles.' 'We have to thai ik her zeal f o r ' g iv ing us 'a-
bVlef biography b í ' Madame ' Galdcrori de la . Barca, w r i t t en ' 
m idday ' th rough ' tha t ' lady 's1 career.' Our grat i tude should be 
expre'ssedj since ' w e ' k n o w what a hopeless task it is to 'seek 
in:1Miexico' for 'knowledge' o f the famous' lady, and in Spàin-a 
fHbrid^of' dinb-^-'the-'Well-known1 Mrs. Nut ta l l—to w h o m ' th'e 
Middle Agea' yield their secrets,' whs f rustrated always •in 
a t tempt ing ' to learn 'more of 'Madame' Calderon, a l though- the 
lady's husband, Don 'Ahgel Calderon de la Barca, was Min is ter 
of "Foreign1 Affairs no further back than1 r '854,'while she heVseH-
survived •'till 1882.' "A* certain1 Marquis Calderon de - lá Barca1 
was 'encoiintered "by 'my' fr iènd, but he! disclaimed''acquaintance ¿ 
either ^vith thfe Minister o r ' w i t h his w i f e ; in1'Andalucía the1 ; ' f 
cotóhel'of a feg ime'n t^ f ' i n fon t rywas charmed to 'place himself, 
as tHe 'expression*'isi át the- 'disposal 'df ' the searchdr, and, i n 
deed," he sent'commands1 to 'one oí1 his slibafte'rns, a Calderon 



de la Uarca, who was stationed in the, bleakness of ihe 
Siorra, tell ing him that it would: be cpnyenient if ho gavç 

'w i thou t delay whatever infonnation he or any of his family 
possessed about the two distin^uislied dead;pnes. i (The l i eu - , 
tenant answered; saying, that ho overflowed ,wi lh sorrow, but 
hu had not hi therto he.-ird anything' about them; if they were 
not ancestors of his,, he Uiou^ht it poshiblo^hat Uicy ni ig jH be, 
collaterals, and for i l ia rest, he placed himself quite unrcscrvccjfy , 
a t the disposal of the searclier. As for. Mexico, there is not any. 
special wrath, against the lady on account of her outspoken, 
crit icism and her laughter, which is not invariably jov ia l ; but. 
their attitude, wi th one excepiion, is. that of a seller of jars at 
Guernavaca, opposite the old niarlcot-place. He was estab
lished in the vestibule of a private house, and (here, he tojd 
me, he had been for many years, and he regretted that a large 
and covered market had.been built in another part of the town. 
He was unable to inform, me who resided in this house, but, 
on the other hand, his jars were good, and there he, was at my , 
disposal. The exception who is not in what the • theologiçins. 
call " inv incib le ignorance" of Madame Caldpron is Don Vic^ 
toriauo Salado Alvarez, now representing the Repub l i c , i n 
Brazil , whom I take this opportunity, of thanking, for his k ind 
assistance. The gallant representative of Spain at the Mexican 
Centennial celebrations, General Marquis Polavicja, undertook 
to cause a great deal of material to be sent by his friend, the 
Alcalde of-Sevi l le, and after severa} months I f l id receive a 
letter from that gentleman, who told me/One or two not whol ly , 
buried facts about Calderon dc. lai Barca, the dramatist, H I 
wanted any more,, he placed himpejf, and; the mun ic ipa l i t y of 
Seville very fnuçlt at my disposal.. U.fiipy be considered strange, 
that I have made no mention of; the l iving- Spanish nieces and 
nephews of Madytne Calderon, faut l can. only surmise that (he 
great Calderon's La Vida es, Sueño " J^s exerted, such, ^'n 
influence over them that they hold al l , l i fe to'be a(<Jream, and" 
therefore strivp so vehemently 19 prevent one ascertaining any 
vulgar facts. They allow me to ,say,that the dramatist died in 
1681, but are very reluctant that the Minister's death year,. 
1861, should be disclosed. Noth ing ^yhatqven tT|us^ be said 
about his political life, though they jnforrp mc thpt U I should 
happen to discover anything about j i im—wel l , I piay \ i s ç , ) f f 
and as for the book of his gifted y/ife, nothing,, absolutely 
nothing, must be now.revealed which was çonsiiíered indiscreet 
and was suppressed in. 1343- Madame Çaldcrop appear^ to 
have known the limitations of these ^qlafives when.she left, her 



x 1 Introduction 
papers to h great-nephew, the late Mr . Calderon Carlisle, leader 
o f the Washington Bar; and i t is in order not to embroil that 
ffehtldmun's widow and diuightcr w i th their Spanish relatives 
t h á t l feffcain f rom publ ish ing in the text of this boolc a certain 
amount 'o f hith'érto unpublished matter, wh ich the Washington 
lad.iés Had been good enough to lend me. I had not proposed 
to' in'sb'rt' some 'sci i t i i ing passages on the personal habits of the 
ladiés^of Havana'^and Mexico, and, as Madame Calderon be-
cárriè a"Roman'Catholic,' it would not be f i t t i ng that one should 
now'publ ish the 'suppressed passages on the Mexican Church. 
The'riàniès of people long since dead in Mexico need not disturb 
us',' ' their initials wi l l do just as w e l l as names; and if she 
p^eferá to 'call 'her-husband C n, why should we insist on 
tearing 'down the veil ? 

Frándes Erskine Ing l is (pronounced Ingal ls) was born in 
1804 ' in Edinburgh, being one of a family of six sisters and 
fo i i r 'brothers. Her fa'thcr was descended from the Earls of 
Budisínf and was a grandson of the celebrated Colonel Gardiner 
wh'ó ' fe l l 'a t Preston Pans and is mentioned i/i "Wave r ley . " By 
thç wayí1 When our authoress arrived at Havana, as wife of the 
íh'it Sp¿i1inll línV(iy tu ^tt>s^oo, «In* wiiN inTxc i i i i -d w\ \U nuinrniuN 
eííusjonií, and one of them began In this w a y — . 

• , " A (li blomltuiltifii tlo In Culciloiilii, 
¡1 ; , , . Amjga entusiasta del grun Wallc.Scot . . 

Hpr Uncle married the sister of Raeburri, and her own mother 
b p i n ^ ' ' " the 'beaut i fu l Miss Stein " of Ki lbogie, whose sister 
Amhe .piarriecf' Sir Alexander Duff, our authoress was' first¡ 
cousin' to the late Dyke of Fife's father. But we need only 
bear in mind one or two of her sisters and their children : the 
elcl^sÇ' Sfster, 'Mrs^ McLeod of Harr is , had two gir ls who were 
marr ied ' respectively to a French and a Spanish nobleman, 
vyhilé' a' ' third daughter, marr ied an American and became the 
iriotfier of Mr." Calderon Carlisle. Apparently the Ingl is family 
weiré destined to become foreign nobles, seeing t h a t one of the 
sisters of Frances married Count Llorente, a n d a niece married 
Count 'pontana, and another niece is the present Marquesa 
CttUIofói) (Jo Itt limen', for lho titio was conferred upon Frances 
b y ' K i n g Alplionso ' X J I , wi th the privi lege, since she had no 
children, o f ' leav ing it q? she desired.' 

'W i l l i am Ingj is, her father, lost his money when she was 
quite' youh^,1 so that they removed to Normandy, where they 
reside'd .for'/sevehd years. Af ter his death the family w e n t to 
t he 'Un i ted States, a n d Frances assisted h e r mother a n d her 
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sister, Mrs. McLeoti, in c t r r ymg on a sçhool which at.cjifferent 
times 'was at Boston, at Staicn Island and at Balt imore. She 
was regarded as an excellent teacher,' and i \ th \s pqrtioq of h^r 
history," says Mrs., Hale, " i s a model for young ladies, who 
should cheerfully assist in sustaining- themselves and others 
dear to them whenever such necessity occurs." Wc can. see in 
this book that the school left her quite vivacious, pnd at least 
one earlier hook was (oo vivacious for the citizens of, Boston. 
I t is said, however, that Goodrich, who.,wrote;a variety pf 
volumes under the name of Peter Parley, ipade use of her pen 
in " T h e Child's Own Book of American Geography," wh ich 
appeared in 1832, There was not much scope for luupour or 
for anything else (Mexico, Guatemala ^nd the West Judies are 
only given three pages), but there ,is an il lustration .of' the 
sea-serpent, which is " f requent ly seen along the,shores of New 
Kngland." In addition to Goodrich, Fanny IngÜs became 
acquainted wi th Ticknor, the publisher, Lowell , IVcscott ¡ and 
Longfel low. There is a letter written on Apri l 6, 1836, f rom 
Prescott to .Ticknor, in which Señor Calderon is mentioned 
for lhe first t imo. " I have been much grat i f ied, " , ho soys, 
" b y ihu 111111111̂ 1' In wh l i l i iho liitolc [' l-'mlhuuul 41 ml Jaubuil{i ' ] 
has been read by more than one intell igent Spaniard here,, i n 
(mrtlcular by the S|mii¡nh MinÍHlor, Don Angel Calderon dp la 
Barca, who has sent me a present of books and expresses his 
intention of translating my History into Casti l ian. I n .con
sequence of this, as well as to obtain his assistance for the 
other crotchets I have in my head, I paid a visit to New Y o r k 
last week—a momentous affair, for i t would be easier for you 
to go to Constantinople. Wel l , I saw Jiis Span ishsh ip , and 
was very much ple;tsecl wi th him—a frank, manly caba l le ro , 
who has resigned his oflicc from a refusal to subscribe the 
late democratic constitution. l i e is quite an accomplished m a n , 
in correspondence with the principal Spanish scholars at home, 
so that he wi l l be of obvious use to me in any project I may 
have hereafter. He told me he had sent a copy of the work 
to the Royal Academy of History, and should present one to 
the Queen, i f he had not retired from office. There's a feather 
In my cap I . . . " Spain wan divided at. thitf l ime between 
Cnrlists, the supporters of absolutism, and . Christinos, the 
adherents of the Queen-mother; but the Christinos had split 
into two parties, the m u d t r u d o s and the progres is tas , which 
latter party had extorted from the Regent the revival of that 
constitution which in 1812 had been so bitterly opposed by the 
nobles and priests. Don Angel, who had been brought up in 
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' t h e ' ^ m o d e r a t e " political school of Bcrmudez.f'sawJtoU-ow& 
^fljendá a t ' home 'swept1 into - office— tho reigns I of • the Quoeiv Í 
'ittotHer tfnd of'isíibella I I -prcacnl o Uiamal pteiuré of uncMaringr 
^'faction and Intrigue—he -wus appointed Min is ter , to Mexico inr1 
•''ttiifat' áfter having married hv tha- isame • year < Fanny 'InBli$. 

' 'ánd'IK't^oridart/ ' this beingf the snnie year in which Prcscoti's 
'•'ICdrtqu'est'-of 'Mexico" ' 'toóle the ^ o r l d by storm. He wrote 
' i t í ' the N'órth 'AmeHcan"-Review an-art ic le which may be found 
'íí lsÓ'irrhis ' 'B iographical and Cr i t ical Miscellanies " (London, 
-''¿S^J^'whíiréin he^sàld-tlvât Partios of ladies-and .gentlemen 
J¿ó it 'hizzírtg' 'alohgiin their s teamships 'over the track, which 
cost ¿o many wehry.days to the ArgonaviUof o ld . " . . . [Múdame 

'•^CHldÉÍon'Wá's travel l i i ig ' for 'about three weeks between Havana 
tyfiú •Vcfítcrl iz^o-joiirncy1 wlüch is now necomplishòd in about 
'tvto dáys.'] . . •i'^iXhe facilities of communication have, in fact, 
!'so abridged distances tha t 'geography , .as we ¡ have h i ther to , 
-Studied1 it, may be said to be entirely reformed. . . . There is 
Inó'cóünfry' 'mote'diff icult to discuss i n a l l i ts mu l t i fo rm aspects' 
' than 'Mexico'/- br father • t h e wide1 region - once, comprehended 
'iimder'the'i'iame óf 'ÑeW'Spaín." He-proceeds to point out that 
'HuTrlboldt'coii ld grapple1 w i th al l Mexican problems except the 
•fcbülal,' for1 hê arranged in its proper class every new object 
^iVitH profound scholarship and art.' But he was • somcluntjH 
•"tílífigured by pedtulli'y, iin\bituniB diapfay and learned obscurity. 
This was not tliii case 'wi th Madame Calderon, " H e r e the ' 

' • ív i íebí 'a Spanish Ambassador," said the A t h o n o i t m , "pe rm i t s f 
'Ihe^'pübUcalÍDn of journals wr i t ten in h land,hitherto unvisitcd ; 
' by any one g i f ted 'w i th so Uoen mi eye and HO plcnwiiit a pen. " 
•'Arid lUo' IS tUnhurgH'Rvv lew observod ihu t "Madame Calderonls 
• b'ooltf has al l lhe 'natura l liveliness and tact and readiness .òf 
irtrhaVk which are sure to distinguish the-'first production of a 
'fctevcr woman. .' . ' A moró gemiino-' book,' in air as well ns 
•fedl ly»' it would'be diflxcult to find;" I t has been asserted that 
the'Calderons; dwel t ' in ' the most historic palace of the Puente 
de ''Alvarüdb. a 'broad street near • the fashionable park, the 
Alameda; arid'about a mile from the- centre i'of the t o w n ; but 

'when they'first«árriveil in'--Mexico this bu j ldmg, occupied suc-
'béirsivel^by the Bri t ish Legat ion; by Santa Anna the Magnif icent 
'and'by' 'Señor Pei'e'z' Galvez;1'was t o ' t h e r igh t of t hem; their 
Se'corid1 house,' in ' f rón t of the 'o ld monastery off San Fernando, 

'•fcáa'on' the óppositd íltlo of' l l iú strout. ' 'And ' (ho jmluce \Wiicli 
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they coveted was 'afterwards (o pass into' the hands of Marshall 

¡ t íaznine, who mamed (he beautiful Mexican Señorita de Pefta 
Jbn the 26th of Junc> 1865, and on the evening iof • that iday 
deceived a letter from Maximi l ian, expressing'gral i tuds for his 
mt l i lary services and presenting' h i in with ' the Palace of Buena 
Vista, exquisitely furnished. Now, after being for many years 
unoccupied, the vast, grey bui ld ing is used as a dgaret tc 
factory; and those who Jire addicted to moralizing- wi l l remem
ber how it did all end ' in smoke for Maximi l ian and'Dazainc 
and' for the Generals Miramon and Mejia, \vho were shot .wi th 
'the Emperor and lie buried in the neighbouring San'Fernando. 
The third residence of the Calderon» was'in1 the Mint , the Casa 
de'Moneda, by the side of the National Palace,' iwhereithe'ruth-
k:H3 ducds described in •I.ettur t h e Torty-Fourth Wore precisely 
l ike those which from lhe autumn of 1910 lmve¡.bcen.destroying 
this ;so-callcd Republic, as 1 try to chronicle--in-«my book 
" M e x i c o the .Laud of Unrest." I n spite of the telophonos and 
the asphalt streets and the wonderful service of electric trams, it 
made us realize that Mexico remains the 'México;of Madame 
Calderon when Victoriano Huerta, the Commander-in-chief oí 
Madero's army, 'came to an arrangement w i t h General Felix 
Diaz, his opponent, and assassinated ¡ in"h is 'bed the idealist 
Modero, 'Afterwards, of course; die1 sent the General on- & 
ceremonial visit tò ' japan. ' And I if> i we--study Madame 
Cfdderon attentively we shall know what: is goings1 to happen 
next. A part of iiiir 'equipment, by lho*way, was artjuamt-
ance wi th the language,* and tins is such! an obvious, necoisity 
that one 'would not repeat the words 'of Prescott. if it were 
not that the other lady wi t l i whom we .•have. 'contrasted 
Madame Cnldoron dias actually confessed her Jack of know
ledge—"without which, " Huya PruaUoU, í l a traveller Is an 
much at fault as a man w i thou t , an . eye' ifor * colour in - a 
picture ga l le ryor an ear for music at .a concert.! ¡He may see 
or hear, indeed, in both, but c i t i bono? i The traveller ignorant 
of lhe language!. . . may possibly meet a native or two, 
half denaturalized, kept to dine 'w i th strangers at his 
banker's. But ps to the intcrion/'mechanism of society, its 
secret sympathies and famil iar tone .o f - th ink ing-and feeling, 
he can know no more than lie could of the contents of a l ibrary, 
b y ' r u n n i n g over-1 the titles of strango¡:and. unknown authors 
packed together op the shelves.'f. - Victor. H u g o knew that i t 
is of interestito contemplate a 'wa l l , behind which some event 
is tak ing placo, but it is improbable that he would have beheld 
in Mrs. Alec Tweedie the re(|ulsite amount of sympathy and 
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i imàginat ion. : Yet ignorance may bring- us blissful mome 
/on 'a train, in Yucatan, for instance, the conductor said to 
vJi'-Have-idinnerod yoi i?V , And, rmy one u^vcryod in Spa 
hftl ight Imagine; that if 0110 old reiirobfite of a Cabinet Min 
;writ fcs;a letter, to ,another, which begins "Respetable y 
samigo,t'r he is saying " Rçspectable and fine f r iend. " F 
• internal evidence (e. g . the passage jn f e t t e r the T h 
eighth, ibeginnjng w i th the words i ' Transpor t yourse l f " ) 
sefe: thàt Madame,.Calderon prepared this book for publica 

fãftershe had left.Mexico and when she was .again in the Ui j 
.States. . She oniit ted criticisms that were, in her opinion ñr^ 
of, some fr iend, .not. k ind enough, and sometimes she said; 
second i thoughts, the opposite of wha t she had previo 

• wr i t tem Th is ¡ applies not ; only to:.such matters as tjie pei 
of¡ a casual lady in Cuba who is, we are told, " r e m a r k i 
pretty^ i lady-like and;quiet , more so. than any unmarried 1 

T.-have s e e n " ; there i s a footnote on the word " p r e t t y " w] 
¡s^ys ; tha t . " since, w r i t i ng the above I have changed my mir 
•But also Madame. Calderon rearranges her m ind in th ing! 
iRXtjwtoi' mtinumt, Htitl «nn may H<M) how * \ w omlrlvtrM in 
moce : amiable, iifor InbLance,; ,lo the Mexican Church. A, 

Jthrco years ¡of: dovotod study she became a Ronmn .Cathj 
One aeeB how she was more than amiable, in the first Let 
towards the husband of L i E. L. , for in the book she does 
sppak. of,hpr. suspicions as to whether he had any share. in 
de'at^. f 'Those who stood in the nearest and tenderest relatl 
ship.to this lamented lady have authorized us," said the COM 
of January i2 , 1839, " to make a representation to her fr iendsj 

•acquaintances that they shall, forbear at present f rom mak 
public any communications from her or any surmises of t( 
own that can only tend to oxdtu most idle, but nt lho sd 
l ime most painfu l , apoculatlons as to the dreuin.Htances o f ; 
death.! ' And perhaps i t was this appeal which caused Mada 
Calderon, four years lalcr, to suppress what was then pr< 
universally considered to he the t ru th . Her book, however, 1 
f rom other points of view so admirable, i t was so accurate | 
so observant that in the Mexican war of 1847 it was used 
a guide:by the American officers, inc luding General Scott. • 

.1843 her husband was sent back as Minister to VVashing{ 
and' there, amid a br i l l iant circle, w i th Webster and Calhj 
and others, they remained t i l l 1853. Wha t posterity rememt 

jof -us are a few. things chosen in: a way which seems to; 
haphazard, and of Madame Calderon òf the Spanish Legat 

' i t remembers that she was a l i t t le lady w i th a bird-l ike vc 
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and that she introduced a novel k i nd of chandelier. Pon Angel 
enjoyed some repute as a t ranslator ; put Carclin^l .Wise
man's " Fubiola " into Spanish, he translated iMüiler 's *' U n i 
versal Hislory V from German hi lo Spaiiiali, uud put Wiclt tn4'« 
" Oberon ' ' . in to Spanish verse. l i e is mentioned several times 
in the " In te rna t iona l Law D i g e s t " by J. B. Moore; but neyer-
theless he doey not appear to have been a man of outstandingr 
capacity. And yet, at home, he. may have been . a c q u i r i n g : al l 
this t ime, by his absence and his pamphlets, a reputation com-: 
parable wi th that of Donoso Cortés, the Embassador in Paris,, 
who was considered to possess almost supernatural w isdpm. for 
having interpreted, .without acknowledgment, the! doctrinéis, of 
Joseph de Maistre to his admi r ing countrymen. As a man of 
the wor ld Calderor.ide la Barca m igh t be agreeable: " 1 : have 
been one ten days' expedition into the in ter ior , " wr i tes; Lord 
Morpeth f rom. Havana in 1842 to Prescott, " a n d . h ^ v e visited 
sundry sugar and.coffee estates.,. At one, of,these, the .Count 
Fernandinars, I had great satisfaction . in meet ing the . QaJ-
derons. I immediately felt that you .were a l ink between us 
uud that I had a r igh t to be int imate wi th them, which I . found 
It way vi;i'y wtJl wor lh whlíu to by on t h o l r o w n ucconnt utfto.; 
There is a great simplicity of character, as-wel l as abundant, 
yensu and good feeling, about, hi»n„ und I th ink her most, 
remarkably agreeable and accomplished.. I leave you to judge 
what a resource and aid they must have been to ;me in a 
country-rhouse where everybody else was ta l k ing Spanish. We 
did al l think i t a pi ty that 'you had not. gone to visit them in 
Mexico; there is so much, t ru th in the Hora t iaa rule about 
(ocul is subjecta fidelibus'; but,, my dear and good fr iend, 
perhaps you th ink that is not the epithet; exactly to ,be applied 
to you. They rave, especially Madame Calderon, of wha t they 
miw dur ing tholr ecjuuBtiinn explorution. in Mexico,, the cHmule. 
and the products of every lat i tude,. the.virgin-forests, of every-, 
th ing ,bu t the;state of sociely, which :seems almost hopelessly 
disorganized and.stranded.V I t is a, rather, different character 
which is ascribed, a few years later, by .the T i m e s newspaper .to 
Calderon, he hav ing ibeen in 1853 summoned by Lersundi to 
assume the post of Foreign Minister in the, Spanish Cabinet. 
One may urge, of. course, that the T i m e s was not:quali f ied to 
speak of h im . , ' ' T h e whole Spanish publ ic , " , said.i Queen 
Christ ina's journal , the E s p a ñ a , "have¿ l o n g been .aware of 
the t ru ly . unworthy conduct of certain Engl ish periodicals 
{whom we.present :to the infernal gods) when discussing the 
persons and things of the Peninsula. For a certain, part: of 

h 
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, íhe 'Press buyond the chíinnel (lhe part most disl inguishcd for 
, its ' fabulous^ inconsequence and disgust ing veiiaíity) reason, 
propriety 1 and decormn have long been meaningless words 

, when ' Spain was under discussion. Has not the Br i t ish law 
power to provuut a fow wrutc'lu'N jinÍKO('íililcf<| i nm i inMil ihif ; 
níoral l ty ? " and so íor t l i . 1 Señor Calderon de la . Barca'b 
apjíóintm'ent, said tiw T i m e s , " is evidently intended as a 
ccfunterpoisc to the nomination of M . SouhS to the American 
Efnbassy a t ' Madr id, and i t Is no doubt : believed that his 
exper ience'óf 'América w i l l be a match for the ardent repre
sentative of the 'Union. Calderon de la. Barca has undoubtedly 
much 'experience 1 in American affairs, and, if Spain was 
u'nagitated, migh t • be a respectable, useful Minister. But 
considering the period,' the persons h e ' w i l l have to deal wi th 
and the dictatorial character'of the President of the Counci l , 
his'1 fitness in that respectáis open to much doubt. He is a 
man óf remarkably mild manners, unaccustomed (o intr igue, 
ahd 'w i l l for some lime find himself not quite a l his ease wi th 
some of hiè colleagues, w i th whom he may have io¡ l ight , as 
i t 'we re , at navajas—daggers d rawn . " . And what appears' to 
have been his most stubborn act of opposition is not laudable 
to EiigHshmen : in- the: affair of the Protestant Bur ia l Ground 
he w^ç the moist react ionary'of them a l l , ; 

H is ; portfolio was 'not , as a matter of fact, in thç ' I .ersundi 
Cabinet, because by the l ime he reached Spain, which counlry 
his' wife now saw for the first time, this cabinet of nobodies 
who were under the nominal leadership of General Lersundi, 
a simple soldier without distinguished service, wi thout charac
ter, wi thout ability and wi thout• glory, had• vanished. " O n e 
after, another," ' said Don Angel Maria Dacarrete, in his 'dis^ 
COUi'ao to tlio forty-lliHt confomiro of (he Madrid Al lmnaium 
In ' 1886, • '''one ' aftôr unothor aune dl l furenl iHl!iI.'.irh.'w(< now 
eager to calm w i l h relatively liberal measures lhe aversion 
aroused by 'wel l - founded suspicion,' They lived a brief : and 
laborious l i fe, w i t hou t ' be ing able to mi t igate the discontent; \ 
And the last<of them was the Cabinet of San Lu i s . " The title j 
of .Count; of Sfin: Luis<had been assumed by the ex-journalist ; 
SartoHuS,; who';tr ied to exist in office by means of vast con- | 
ce'sálons'and vaster repressions. Calderon de la Barca arrived j 
i p -Mad r i d on'Seplember 17, 1853, ¡and became'the Minister > 
of Foreign AfTairá» Possibly the T ime?- -wax r ight in saying I 
that he was out of 'sympathy w i th some of his colleagues, but ) 
he-stayed i n a cabinet 'which'dismissed all functionaries who, ] 
had voted wtrh the Opposit ion; which banished many senators, j 
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passed the Budget by decree and compelled a prerpayment of 
taxes. -In January 1854, when a princess ¡was born,, this event 
was chronicled, in the Progressive journals,, among, the mis
cellaneous news; and Canovas del Castil lo contrived, :ir* his 
l<>i;nin\s on lhe favounles' of Phil ip I I I and I V , io. indicate his 
rmuljd. iipiiiUm, of l lm (iuveri inient. I1ÍH next hicture, on " t h e 
dissolute morals of Queen Mar iana , " was prohibited. ; indeed, 
i t was di l i icult to say whether more unpopulari ty attached.itself 
to the Queen or to. the Cabinet. ; One may imagine the l iberty 
which Spain .enjoyed f rom . the: fact that near, the end>.1of 
February private letters which came to Madr id from Saragossa 
were detained by the authorities, and soon .the whole country 
was placed under, mart ia l law, a' state of: things unparalleled 
since the end of the civihwar.,. No longer did. the Government 
pay the poor . t r ibute of' hypocrisy to . v i r t ue ; 1 no one of the 
Opposition could pass the n ight at his own house. O n March 
ist i t is ,announced that ' ' t he Council of Ministers is s i t t ing 
in permanence at the War Office, i A i l is quiet. . The arrests 
cont inue." A state of siege was proclaimed in Madr id , a revolt 
was vigorously repressed in Saragossa, :and In Apr i l 1854» " t o 
the disappointment of every one,"; saidithe T i m e s , " t h e Min is t ry 
have got .over the crisis which lately^threatened their exist
ence. .. The Queen-mother is said: to be .-giving;.them her 

support unt i l such time as she shall have completed a job she 
has: in hand w i th respect to the Langreo RaiHvay. now her 
property, and which she is prepared to cede to the Government 
on terms not entirely disadvantageous. to herself.' ' Her hus
band, the plebeian' Duke of Rianzares, also had some business 
to transact w i th regard to the port of Valencia. f . ' I t m igh t be 
ha rd , " continued the T i m e s , " to :get another^Min is t ry suffi-
denUy unscrupulous' iuul profl igate to ,a id the Queen-mother. ' ' 
What llu'.y hmLto mibmh, In wu may.Kee-from the fact that 
when Brigadier Solano, on the occasion ; o f . one of the not 
infrequent royal accouchemcnts, took .command of the guard 
out of his tu rn , so that he m igh t receive lhe usual promotion, 
his punishment almost, brought about the downfal l of Geneial 
B/aser, the Minister o f , W a r . • Solano was a favourite of the 
royal favourite. Every day the.position of the Cabinet became 
more crit ical, and " o n the 25 th of Aprih, ' ' - writes An Attaché 
in Madrid, in the •" Sketches of the Gourt of Isabella . I I , " íía-
Ictler which appeared l ike an invitat ion to a funeral was left 
at the Legat ion, which upon being opened; was found to con
tain a small printed newspaper called E l M u r c i é l a g o ( T h e Bat) ' , 
containing a series of attacks against! the Government. ' Since 
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then i t 'drops mysteriously into people's houses, is left at their 

•doors in ' va r ious forms, and is said to have appeared on the 
K i n g ' s table and even in the Queen's lo i lc f -d iambcr . " The 
ftilthor • of this anonymous and amusing book (New York, 
1856) was Madame• Calderon de ' la Barca; if she felt inclined 
tó follow the advice of Hannah More and bid discretion perish 
i f ' i t interfere w i th duty, she was far less censorious in her 
remarks on Spain than she had been w i t h Mexico. . T h e B a t 
is not held up to admirat ion for denouncing- various Ministers, 
' and-no t 'When, In its fourth and hist number, it n:imod the 
ro lgn lng favourite, u llelitenunt in the army, who had been 
•ftfomoted to that rank as a reward for " h i s gal lant expeditions 
to the royal residences." Madame Calderon bays in the pre-
face of this book that " w i t h many of the views entertained by 
the author of these sketches, most American readers w i l l not 
àgreé; yét his pages will1 nevertheless prove amusing and in 
structive, inasmuch as they present a v iv id panorama of the 
Spanish capital at a period of the highest polit ical excitement, 
together wi th the l i v ing and breathing portraits of the notabil i
ties of the Court—foreign as well as domestic—seeming to pass 
before us like actors starr ing for our special del ight. ' ' Calderon 
has said In H a d o y D i v i s a de Leona rdo y M à r f i s a that always 
in ' the culprit 's mouth t ruth is suspect, but here, wi th an nnony-
Moufl author w r i t i n g a preface to her own book, we do find 
the t ru th . She pretended, by the by, that i t was wr i t ten by a 
young German1 diplomat in Madr id , and the fact of her author-
stjip was overlooked by at least three wri ters who made more 
or less copious quotations f rom her pages : Mr . Bi i t lcr Clarke in 
h t s i "Mode rn S p a i n " in the Cambridge Histor ical Series, Mr . 
Gribble in his monograph on Isabella 11, and Don Carlos Cam-
'bronero in his1 " Isabel la I I in t ima. " Th is latter gentleman 
acknowledges his jndebtcdncss to the " f o r e i g n d ip lomnl , " but 
gontly charges him wi th having given way to adulation as to 
the'appearance of the Queen. I n the matter of the Protestant 
graveyard, our authoress says that the T i m e s has called Calderon 
de la Barca a second Tortjuemada, but she argues that Catholics 
do- not have processions in England,1 and that anyhow the Pro
testants in Spain are merely a few foreigners. So Madame 
Calderon did not approve of the newspaper, the N a c i ó n , which 
asked ' i f the pr imi t ive Christians had presented an example of 
suéh intolerance. An Engl ishmun had perforce been burie dby 
night In the field belonging to a gas company. " W i t h what 
r igh t , w i th what reason,'' asked the N a c i ó n , í 'could we com
plain i f the Government of London or of Constantinople re-
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quired that Roman Catholic Christians should be interred in 
the middle of an open field, l ike animals, or as Protestant 
Christ inns are treated in Spain ? " We can scarcely aslc 
Madame Calderon, who was now a member of the dominant 
re l ig ion, to be quite as she was once in Mexico, and i t may 
wel l be that she is referr ing to the editor of the N a c i ó n v /hen 
she tells us that " t he re was an editor, one of the Opposit ion, 
who scarcely spoke unt i l his inner man was satisfied, when he 
launched forth in tremendous diatr ibes. against the Govern
ment . " " h o t us even fo r^ t i t , " said the N a c t o n , " w h a t would 
become of the members of our communion, our brethren who 
are scattered over the earth, should our fanatical conduct be 
IniihUed. . . . Let us oven be unmindfu l o f , the black ingrat i 
tude of such conduct towards Great Br i ta in , towards the 
country of that i l lustr ious Spanish chief, the Duke of We l l i ng 
ton " [whom, by the way, i t was proposed to elevate, if he 
would be converted, to the throne of Spain. A part icular fr iend 
of his, one Castaños, says D r a k a r d ' s Paper , "del icately led 
the conversation to the point by ask ing his lordship what 
was his opinion of the conduct of Bernadotte, in chang ing 
his rel igion for the crown of Sweden.—His, lordship replied 
that a duty to a nation .was, in his opinion, paramount to 
everything else; and that i t was but a reasonable acquiescence 
in any m a n , " and so f o r t h ] . Bu t , to return to [the N a c i ó n ; 
" L e t us only keep before us / * i t said, " o u r . good, name ;as 
Spaniards. Let us remember that -the question of the Pro
testant cemeteries is a question of nat ional: d i g n i t y , and 
decorum." But the prevai l ing ignorance as to .Engl ish tl?pught 
was similar to that which, in its issue of Apr i l 21,;,1854, was 
exhibited by the E s p a ñ a as to Engl ish names. '. 'On .the n t h , ' ' 
i t said, " t h e Engl ish steamers O r i n o c o , T r e m p and T o u n i g 
reached the Bay of Gibra l tar ; (he first two f rom .Soutchatomp 
w i th the 7 th and 23 rd Regimenta, and the last from Deptfpu, 
w i th General Sircol ing Camp-veel ." The cemetery question 
caused a good deal of indignation in Eng land. P u n c h had a 
set of verses in the same metre as the " B u r i a l of Sir Johp 
Moore . " I t would, in fact, have been better if Señor Cal
deron's interest in land had been confined to his pamphlet 
entit led "Colección de disertaciónes sobre varios puntos agronó
micos." " Sus defectos perdonad " — " Pardon his imperfections " 
—we may say on Calderon, using the last words of E l Alcalde 
de Zalamea," and we find that this fanatical inheritor of .the 
great man's name had also incurred the wra th of many of his 
countrymen for hav ing addressed an inqui ry to Rome a§ t0 the 
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person,- communi ty or jur isdict ion to which should be given over 
the projected College of Spanish Missionaries in the Ho ly I-and. 
The country places, by the bye, in Spain had, at this t ime, an 
aspect of misery, w i t h half-fed, wretched figures, draped in 
foul rags and dwel l ing in the most miserable hovels. But it 
was the towns which revolted ag-ainst Sartorius. " T h e affairs 
and proceedings of Señor Sartorius and his colleagues," said 
the T i m e s o n May 28, " a r e of a k i n d that wi l l not bear 
s t i r r i ng , even "by a friendly hand, wi thout the most unpleasant 
results.fi • When the Queen at a review held up her daughter 
tO'the; soldiers there was perfect silence, " I t is d i f f icul t , " said 
the'of f ic ia l H e r a l d o ' , " t o describe the enthusiasm w i t h which 
the troops rèceivéd their 'sovereign." And less scrupulous were 
those officials who sent messages to France and England : day 
by day they wodld announce the deep t ranqui l l i ty which over
whelmed Madr id , whose only passion was of rage against the 
sacri legious'effort to destroy the beloved Queen and its equally 
beloved- Government. Now Calderon and Mol ins, Minister of 
the Navy, wanted to resign their portfol ios, but Sartorius told 
them It would bo tnlcen for cownrtlice. On July if), " from the 
¡ M of (he Uuvnti,11 fculii lho T tn t tm, " w h i c h Imvo i-Uun In IUKUI'* 
rection og/iinet a profl igate Court and a band of adventurersj 
I t may ba m i d l lmt al l Sptiln bus ulready pronounced." Madr id 
was covered wi th barricades; and dur ing the whole n igh t 
before the' 18th was in the hands of the insurgents. The 
residence of Sartorius was attacked, valuable furni ture being 
th rown Into l l io slreul, find the houso of Sal in iumni, MinUter 
of• ''Finance*; was very roughly t reated; it was afterwards 
i l luminated ' ;by ' the c rowd; he himself, after clnmberlng over 
theVoofs l ike a'cat, escaped as a watchman, a sereno, in whi te 
jacket and trousers and w i t h the gas company's badge on his 
a rm. Whether he went for th whi le chant ing " E s t á se reno" 
one'does not know. " E s t á sereno. Ave Mar ia Santíssima 1 
A U ' i s we l l . " Madame Calderon says that her husband is 
supposed to be h id ing in the house of the seven chimneys, 
the Austr ian Legat ion. On July 28 i t was ordered that 
wherever the persons of the Ministers composing the Govern
ment of. Don L u i s ' Sartorius shal l be found, they shall be 
detained and'put at the disposal of the Junta [of Public Safety] 
fo r ; jud^menU before the tr ibunals.. .Bo th of Salamanca's 
houses, t na t of his w i fe and that of his mistress, were sacked, 
and he himself escaped in disguise. The Chief of Police was 
lynched; he1 was dragged f rom the house oh a mattress and at 
last was shot,' at a signal f rom a bul l - f ighter. Calderon, 



Introduction xxi 
accorcUog to hi? wi fe, escaped by a ladder in to the garden of 
the Diini.sh Legat ian, which was next to the Aust r ian. " I t 
is a positive fact , " s^id Eng lUh lady at a tea-party, visited 
by our Attaché, " i t is a positive fact that a l l public .men in 
Spain should learn gymnasl ics . " At all events his house wag 
not assailed, which may have been because of the respect ort 
on the other hand, of the indifference which he inspired. " I n 
the Calle del Barqui l lo , where the Minister of State l ived, we 
found everyth ing i n s t a t u quo—the furni ture untouched, the 
porter at his post, a tal l and grave indiv idual , w i t h a face of 
unmistakable honesty. We inquired for the fami ly . ' They 
are gone, ' said the functionary. , ' W h e r e , have they gone 
t o ? ' ' T h e y gave me no orders, ' said the m a n . " A n d later 
on , " I , amongst others," says Madame Calderon, " w e n t . t o 
take leave of the fami ly of the Minister of State, and , saw 
them off in a dil igence at twelve o'clock at n i g h t . " They 
settled down in France, where the vivacious lady wrote thi$ 
book f rom which we have been quot ing. One is, captivated 
by the human side of i t ; there is no effort to describe the 
scenery, as in her " I J f e in Mex ico , " where, for instance, the 
y rnml vvfilui'htll of Tznn'ai icuu U m> woll duplcted that wo could 
reply to Mrs. Bul ler , the transatlantic authoress, who , in the 
aguny of hor luhn in i l ion , cried, " O h , God I who ciin describe 
N i a g a r a ? " , A f ler a couple of ycara the Culderqiis rcjturncd to 
Spain, and in 1861 Don Angel died at San Sebastian, just as 
he had finished bu i ld ing a retreat in the vi l lage of Zarau? on 
ihe Day of Iliy.cny. Madame Cuidaron retired lo a convent 
over the French border, and was asked by Queen, Isabella 
whether she would undertake the education of the I« fanta 
Isabella, her eldest chi ld. Respectfully the offer was declined, 
but later on i t was accepted, and the Princess, who came to be 
looked upon as the most accomplished and cult ivated lady of 
that rank in Spain, was certainly more fortunate than most 
of the Princesses; in fact, i t is only Alphonso X I I who seems 
to have had a more desirable tutor, this being Gui l lermo 
Murphy , afterwards Count de Murphy, who was appointed at 
the outbreak of the Franco-German War , when the Spanish 
royal fami ly were in Geneva. D u r i n g the first years of his 
tutorship this charming gent leman was oftener in Paris, f rom 
where, l ike the coloured tutor in L e Cha t M a i g r e , he wrote many 
letters which were ful l of excellent advice and most practical. 
When he was invited to explain his absences, he answered, w i t h 
an evasive smile, that he was wo rk ing for the K i n g ; and, as a 
matter of fact, he occupied himself very prudently not in the 
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Paris ian archives, but in the newspaper offices; and, l i ke 
Madame Calderon de la Barca, he was a good musician, a good 
fr iend to unknown and unhappy artists. Wh i le her interests were 
chiefly now in Spain, she continued her relations w i th Amer i ca ; 
among Prescott's letters, for example, is one dated September 
1858, in which he asks i f his good fr iend Calderon is st i l l 
coquett ing w i th politics. " O r is he l iv ing at ease, le t t ing the 
wor ld go by, l ike an honest cavalier, as I d o ? " H e refers 
to his threatened loss of eyesight, which entails a certain diet. 
' • I don*t caro about the fa re , " he says, " b u t I should be sorry 
not to give the last touches to ' Phi l ip lhe Prudent, ' and to 
leave h i m in the wor ld in a dismembered condition 1 . . . Five 
volumes aré as heavy a load as posterity w i l l be w i l l i n g to 
take' upon i ts shoulders; and I am ambit ious enough to consign 
my wares to poster i ty ." He asks Madame Calderon for some 
l i t t le account of two Mexican worthies who, " t h o u g h they 
have picked many holes in my finery [of his book, the ' C o n 
quest of Mexico ' ] , I cannot deny that they have done i t in 
the best spir i t and in the most courtly s ty le . " Madame Cal 
deron paid a visi t to America when the Princess, in 1868, had 
matr ied Count Gi rgent i , half-brother of Francis I I , the 
deposed K i n g of the T w o Sicilies. Uut tins InfiAntu'w luisbuml 
was a v ic t im to epilepsy, so that Madame Calderon went back 
to her and shiired her exile. She became her lady-of-honour, 
apd on tho' roturn of the Bourbons to Spain was created a 
Marquesa. 1 T h e ' remainder of her l i fe she spent in this 
atmosphere, and on February 3, 1882, she died in the Royal 
Palace at Madrid^, as the result of a cold which she caught at 
a'dinner-party. < . . 
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PREFACE 

T H E present wo rk is the result of observat ions made 
d u r i n g a two years ' residence in Mex i co , by a lady, whose 
posi t ion there made her in l inu i le ly acquainted w i t h i ts 
society, and opened to her the best sources of i n fo rma
t i o n in rega rd to whatever could interest an enl ightened 
fore igner . I t consists of letters w r i t t en to the members 
of her o w n fami l y , and, r e a l l y , not intended o r i g i n a l l y — 
however incredible the asser t ion—for pub l icat ion. Feel
i n g a regre t that such r ich stores of ins t ruc t ion and amnsc-
mcn t , f r o m wh ich I have so much prof i ted, mysel f , should 
be reserved for the eyes of a few f r iends only , I s t rong ly 
recommended that t l iey should be g i ven to the w o r l d . 
T h i s is now done, w i t h a few such al terat ions and omis
sions as were necessary in a pr iva te correspondence; and 
a l t hough the work wou ld derive more credit f r o m the 
au tho r ' s own name, than f r o m a n y t h i n g which I can say, 
yet as she declines p re f i x ing i t , I feel much pleasure in 
m a k i n g this statement by way of in t roduc t ion to the 
publ ic. 

Wiu . iAM 11. PKESCOTT. 
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S P A N I S H O R M E X I C A N W O R D S 

W H I C H O C C U R IN T H E . C O U R S B OF TfHC W O R K , W H I C H A R E 
G E N I i k A I X Y E X P L A I N E D W H E N F I R S T U S E D , B U T W H I C H 
l i l i ING R E P E A T E D , T H E R K A D E l i M I G H T F O R G E T AND W I S H 
TO R K F E R TO. 

Administrador—Agent. 
Alameda— Public walk wi th tices. 
Aquador—Water-currier. 
Alacrán—Scorpion, 
A nquera—Coating of stamped' g i l t leather; edged with l i t t le bells, 

which covers the back of lhe horses. . ; 
A rrlcro Mulelrcr. 
Arrtitia SiinnUli wol^h i ul Iwcuiy live puniithi, 
Azotea—The tlat roof of a liousi!. • 
Bur ranea—Ravine. • • : • • 
i io l ica —Apothecary's ahop. . , 
Calk—Sírcèt . " • 
Cargadores—Men who cany loads. 
Chinguir i to—Spir i t made f rom sugar-cane. 11 ' 
Chi le—Hot peppers. ' 
Compadre and Comadre—Godfather and Godmother ; names by which 

two persons address each other, who hüve held the same child at 
the baptismal font, or have been sponsors logether ot u marr iage, 
etc. ' ' ' 

Canónigo—Canon or prebendary. • ' 
Cómicos—Actors. : 
Camarista—Lady of honour. 
D ia de Años—Birthday. 
Dulces—Sweetmeats. 
Diário—DaiJy newspapers. / 
Frisones—Large horses from lhe north. 
Función—Solemnity—festival. 
Fr i jo les—Brown beans. 
Galo p ina—Kitchen-gi r l . 
Garbanzos—Chick-peas, Cicer Ariet imtm. 
Gachuphi—Numti given to the Spaniards in Mexico. 
Giin'/a—City-gate. 
Goleta—Schooner. 
Gentuza—Rabble. 
l lonnts—Funera l honours. 
i I m i i -ndo ( ' iMi i ihy plm •'• 
Ing,-i i io (/<? Asucnr- Sngai' pl . inl i i t l i . i l . 

S V X Y i ¡ 
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Invál idos—Disabled soldiers. 
Jarro—Earthen jar . 
Ladrones—Robbers. 
Léperos—Bcggunj, luw persons. 
L M r a — Li t ter . 
Monto Pio—Oflice where money is tent on security. 
Mezcal—Brandy disti l led f rom pulque. 
Manga—Clonic Jiiado of cloth, w i th a hole in the middle for pu t t i ng 

the head th rough. 
Novios—Betrothed persons. 
Nuestro Amo—Our Master, used in 'speaking1 of the Host. 
Ojo de Agua—Spr ing of water. 
Portales—Covered portico supported by columns. 
Pulquería—Shop where pulque is sold. 
Paséo—Public wa lk . 
Paso—Pace, pacing. 
Padrino—Godfather. 
Plata—Square. 
Pat io—Courtyard. 
Petate—Matt ing. 
Poblana—Woman of Puebla. 
Pronunciamiento—A revolut ion in Mexico. 
Pronunciados—Those who revolt. 
Rancho—A fa rm. 
Ranchero—Farmer. 
IteloDo—A scarf that goes over the hifud. 
Re ja—Iron grate. 
Sopilotc—Species of carr ion vulture. 
Sarape—A woollen blanket more or less line, wi th a hole fof lhe head 

to go through. 
Traspaso—Conveyance, transfer. , ' . 
T i lma—Ind ian cloak. 
T ie r ra caliente-^-Tke hot land. 
Ter tu l ia—An evening party. 
Toreador—Bull- f ighter. 
Tortil la—Species of thin cake. 
Tort í l íero—Woman who bakes tort i l las. 
Vaca—Joint stock in gamb l ing . 
Vomito—Mame given 10 the yellow fever. 
\'vn\<\ ~ Inn 
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L E T T E R T H E F I R S T 

Depar ture of the Norma—Last look of New Y o r k Bay—Fellow-* 
passengers—Contrary Winds—Decei t fu l Appearances—Sunset in 
Southern Latitudes—Seas passed over by, Columbus—Varied 
Occupations on Shipboard—Berry Islands—Bahama B a n k s -
Evening in a Tropical Sea—LI E. L . ~ P a n of Matanzas—Morro 
Castle—Bay of Havana—Arr ival—Handsome House in Havana— 
Sights and Sounds. 

I'ACKiiT SHIP "NORMA," 
Oct. 27th, 1839. 

THIS morning-, a t ten o 'c lock , we stepped on board the 
s teamboat Hercu les , dest ined to convey us to our packet 
w i t h i t s musica l name. The day was f oggy and g l o o m y , 
as i f re fus ing to be comfo r t ed , even : by an occasional 
smi le f r o m the sun. A l l p rognost icated that the N o r m a 
w o u l d not sai l to -day, bu t " w h e r e there 's a w i l l , . " .etc. 
Severa l of ou r f r iends accompanied us to the w h a r f ; the 
Russ ian M in i s te r , the M in i s te r of Buenos Ayres,- M r . 
— — , who t r ied ha rd to l ook sent imenta l , and even b r o u g h t 
tears in to his eyes by some cur ious process ; Judge ^ 
M r . , and others, f r o m w h o m we were t ru l y sor ry to 
par t . . • ! • ' • •' 

T h e N o r m a was anchored i n one of the most beau t i fu l 
po in ts of the bay, and the s teamboat towed ¡us five mi les , 
un t i l we Imd prisscd the N a r r o w s . T h e w ind was con
t r a r y , but the day began to clear up, • and the sun to 
scat ter the wa te ry clouds. • 1. .. . 

S t i l l there is no th ing so sad as a re t rea t ing v iew. ' I t ' i s 
as i f t ime were v is ib ly in m o t i o n ; and as here we had to 
pa r t f r o m , we could on ly d is t ingu ish , as t h r o u g h a 
m is ty ve i l , the beauties of lhe b a y ; the shores covered to 
the wa te r ' s edge w i t h trees r i ch in the i r au tumna l co lour
i ng ; the wh i te houses on Staten I s land—the who le 
g radua l l y g r o w i n g fa in ter , t i l l , l ike a d ream, they faded 
away. 

T h e p i lo t has lef t us, b reak ing our last l i nk w i t h the 
land. W e s t i l l see the mounta ins of Nevers ink , and the 
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l igh thouse of Sandy H o o k . T h e sun is se t t i ng , and i n a 
f ew m inu tes we mus t t ake our leave, p robab ly fo r years , 
of places l o n g f a m i l i a r to us. 
' O u r fe l low-passengers do not appear very remarkab le . 
The re is M u d a m o A — — , i i i l u r n i u g f r o m b e i n g pr ima 
donna i n M e x i c o , in a packet ca l led a f te r the opera in 
w h i c h she was there a favour i te , w i t h her husband Señor 
V and her ch i ld . The re is M . B w i t h moustaches 
l i ke a b i r d ' s n e s t ; a p re t t y w i d o w in deep a f f l i c t i on , at 
least in deep m o u r n i n g ; a ma iden lady g o i n g ou t as a 
governess, and every va r ie t y of Span ia rd and Havane ro . 
Sp .now w e are a lone, C — — n and I , and m y French 
femme-de-chambre, w i t h her air o f D o w a g e r Duchess, 
a n d moreover sea-sick. 

3 8 t h . — W h e n I said I l i ked a sea l i fe, I d id no t mean to 
be understood as l i k i n g a merchan t sh ip , w i t h an airless 
cab in , and w i t h every va r ie t y of d isagreeable odour . As 
a- F rench w o m a n on boa rd , w i t h the a i r of an aff l icted 
porpo ise, and w i t h m o r e t r u t h t h a n elegance, expresses 
i t : " T o u t dev ient p u a n t , même Teau-de-co logne . " 
( T h e w i n d is s t i l l c o n t r a r y l nnd tho N o r m a , h e a t i n g up 
a n d d o w n , mukea but l l t t l t ; way . VVc Imve gout ; wevcuty-
f o u r mi les, ¡ and o f these advanced but f o r t y . E v e r y one 
be ing nick to -day, lhe duck in near ly descr ied. . T h e most 
I n t c rp i t i n i f ob ject 1 Imvc dit icoverud on board is a p r c l t y 
j l l t t le dea f and dumb g i r l , very l i ve ly and w i t h an i n te l l i 
gen t face, , who has been teach ing me to speak o n my 
I Inge m. T h e In fan t he i r of t in ; hounc of IIIIK shown 
his good taste by pass ing the day in squa l l ing . M . B , 
!palo, d i r t y , and much resembl ing a b r i g a n d out of employ, 
has t raversed the deck w i t h uneasy footsteps and a c igar 
•appearing f r o m ou t h is moustaches, l i ke a l i g h t i n a 
• tang led forest , or a j ack -o ' - l an te rn in a marshy th icket . 
A f a t Spaniard has been d iscours ing upon the g lo r i es of 
o l la podr ida . .Au reste, we are s low ly p u r s u i n g our way , 
and a t th is rate m i g h t reach Cuba in three mon ths . 
;. A n d the stars arc s h i n i n g , quiet and s i lvery. A l l w i t h -
vOUt is sof t and beau t i f u l , and no doubt the N o r m a herself 
looks a l l i n un ison w i t h t he scene, ba lanc ing hersel f l i k e a 
lazy swan, whit<: and g rac ious ly . So i t is w i t h o u t , and 
w i t h i n , there is miserab le sea-sickness, b i l ge -wa te r , and 
al l the unavo idab le disagreeables of a smal l packet . 

^ i s t . — T h r e e days have passed w i t h o u t a n y t h i n g w o r t h y 
o f not ice h a v i n g occu r red , except t h a t w e already feel the 
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dif ference of temperature . The . passengers are s t i to 
endu r i ng sea-sickness in a l l i ts phases. 

T h i s morn ing- opened w i t h an a n g r y dispute be tween 
t w o of the gen t l emen , on the subject of Cuban l o t t e r i es , 
m u l they ended by app l y i ng to each other epithets w h i c h , 
however much they m i g h t be deserved, were ce r ta in l y 
r a the r s t r o n g ; but by dinner t i m e , they were a m i c a b l y 
engaged in concoc t ing together an enormous tureen o f 
gaspachosy a so r t of salad, composed of bread, o i l , v inegar ' , 
s l iced on ion and ga r l i c—and the fa t test one declares t h a t 
i n w a r m weather , a dish of gaspachos, w i t h p lenty o f 
g a r l i c in i t , makes h i m feel as f resh as a rose. H e m u s t 
indeed be a per fec t bouquet . 

T h e open ing of m o r n i n g is d ramat i c in our n a r r o w 
cab in . A b o u t twen ty voices in Spanish, German , I t a l i a n , 
and b roken E n g l i s h , s t r i ke up by degrees. F r o m a ne igh 
b o u r i n g state r o o m , N id d'oiseau puts f o r th his head. 
" S t o o a r l a toomla r ! here is no v a t e r l " " Ç o m i n , s i r , 
c o m i n . " " C a r a m b a ! S tooard ! " " C o m i n , s i r , comin ! " 
" S t u a r t ? vasser und toel ! " " H e r e , s i r . " " A m i g o I h o w 
is the w i n d V " (This is the w a k i n g up of el Señor 
M l n U l r o , p u t t i i t g his l icml hnlf Mif fucatcd out of h i * be r th . ) 
" O h s teward I s teward I " " Y e s , m i s s " " C o m e here , 
m i d look u t t h i s ! " " i ' l l fix i t , in isB,"—etc. 

1s t N o v e m b e r . — A fa i r w i n d a f ter a s t i l l i ng n i gh t , and 
s t r o n g hopes o f seeing the Bahama Hanks on Sunday. 
M o s t people are now g radua l l y ascending f r om the. l o w e r 
r cg ionn , und d r u g g i n g t l iemsclvcs on deck , w i t h pa le 
and dejected countenances. Madame A has such a 
sweet- toned voice in speak ing , especially in her accents o f 
her bella I ta l ia , tha t i t is refreshing- to l isten to her . I 
have passed ni l day in rend ing , a f te r a desul tory fash ion , 
" L c s En fan ts d ' E d o u a r d , " by Cas imi r De lav ignc , W a s h 
i n g t o n I r v i n g , O T s r a c l i ' s "Cu r i os i t i e s o f U t c r a t u r e , " 
e t c . ; and i t ia ra ther s ingu lar t i ia t wh i le there is a ve ry 
to lerab le supp ly of Eng l i sh and French books here, I see 
b u t one o r t w o odd vo lumes in Spanish, a l though these 
packets arc constant ly filled w i t h people of tha t n a t i o n , 
g o i n g and c o m i n g . I s i t tha t they do not care for read
i n g , or t ha t less at tent ion is paid to them than to the 
F r e n c h or Amer i can passengers? One wou ld t h i nk Cer
van tes , Lope de Vega , Calderon, or M o r a t i n , bet ter w o r t h 
b u y i n g t h a n m a n y commonplace novels wh ich I find here. 

^ rd , ; Yes te rday the w ind blew soft as on a summer 
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m o r n i n g . A Imu l -b in l flew in to t i n : t i l i ip. To -duy t l ic 
w i n d has veered round , bu t the weather cont inues cha rm
i n g . : The sea is covered w i t h mu l t i t udes of sma l l flying-

. fisn. ' A n in fan t i l e wa te r -spou t appeared, and d ied i n i ts 
b i r t h . M r . — J the consu l , has been g iv ing- me an 
account of the agreeable society in t he Sandwich I s l a n d s ! 
A 'magni f icent sunset, t he s igh t of w h i c h compensates for 
al l the inconveniences of the voyage. T h e sky w a s covered 
w i t h black1 c louds l ined w i t h s i lver, and su r rounded by 
every va r ie t y of co lou r ; deep blue, fleecy, rose, v i o le t , and 
orange. I T h e heavens are now t h i c k l y studded w i t h s tars , 
numbers shoo t ing across the blue expanse l ike messengers 
of l i g h t , g l anc i ng and d isappear ing as i f ex t i ngu i shed . 

I t is we l l to read the H i s t o r y of Co lumbus a t sea, but 
especial ly in these wate rs , where he wande red in suspense, 
h i g h - w r o u g h t ; expec ta t ion , and firm f a i t h ; and to wa t ch 
the s igns w h i c h the noble mar ine r observed i n these 
l a t i t udes ; the so f t sereni ty of the breezes, the clear blue 
of the heavens, t he b r i l l i ancy and n u m b e r of the s ta rs , the 
sea-weeds of the pu l f , w h i c h a lways d r i f t in the d i rec t ion 
of the wind,1 the l i t t le land-b i rds t ha t come l ike ha rb ingers 
of g o o d t i d i ngs , the f requency of the shoot ing s tars , and 
the^mul t i tude of flying-fish.' '< 

A s the shades o f even ing , close a r o u n d , and the t rop ica l 
sky g l i t t e r s w i t h the l i g h t o f i nnumerab le stars, imag ina 
t ion ' ' t ranspor ts u s - b a c k t o ' t h a t cen tu ry wh i ch s tands out 
in ' b o l d ' r e l i e f am ids t o ther ages r o l l i n g by compara t i ve ly 
und is t ingu ished , and w e 'See as in a .;vision the D iscoverer 
o f ' a W o r l d , s tand ing o n ; the deck o f his ca rave l , as i t 
bounded over : the u n k n o w n and ¡ mys ter ious was te of 
wa te rs , his v i g i l a n t eyes fixed on the west , l i ke a Pers ian 
in ten t l y w a t c h i n g the r i s i n g of his g o d ; though his star 
was to arise f r o m whence the day -god sets. W e see h im 
bend ing his gaze on the first da rk l i ne t ha t separated the 
wa te r y sea f r o m the b lue of the heavens, s t r i v i n g to pene-
t ra té the g l o o m o f n i g h t , ye t w a i t i n g w i t h pa t ien t fa i th 
un t i l the dawn of day should b r i n g the long-w ished for 
shores in s igh t . 

- õ t h . — K o r three days, three very l o n g and uncomfo r tab le 
days, the Wind, w i t h s u r p r i s i n g constancy, has cont inued 
to b l o w dead ahead. • I n anc ient days , w h a t a l ta rs m i g h t 
have smoked to ^Eolus !. - N o w , except in the increased 
puf f ing , o f ' c o n s o l a t o r y c iga r -smoke , n o p rop i t i a t o r y offer
ings are made to unseen powers . T h e r e are indeed many 
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n iourn in t r sij^ns nmongs t the pusseiiíícrs* Every one has 
t ied up his head i n an a n g r y - l o o k i n g si lken bundana, d r a w n 
over h is nose w i t h a dogged ü i r . Beards arc unshaven, a 
b lack stubble cover ing the lemon-Coloured. countenance, 
w h i c h occasional ly bears a l ook of su lky defiance, as . i f . i t s 
owner were, l ike Juliet,- ' ' pas t hope, past cure, past help-'* 

7th.—-This m o r n i n g the mono tony of fine weather was 
re l ieved by: a hear ty squal l , accompanied by to r ren ts of 
r a i n , much thunder , and fo rked l i gh tn ing , . The ship 
reeled to and f ro l i ke a d runken man , and the passengers, 
as usual in such cases, pe r fo rmed var ious i nvo lun ta ry 
evo lu t ions, c u t t i n g r i gh t ang les, s l i d ing , sp inn ing r ound , 
and ro l l i ng over, as i f Obe ron ' s mag ic horn were p lay ing 
an occasional b las t amids t the roa r i ng w i n d s ; wh i l s t the 
s tewards alone, l i ke Horace ' s good m a n , wa l ked serene 
am ids t the w r e c k of ; c rockery and the fal l of p lates. 
D r i v e n f r o m our s t rongho ld on deck, ; i nd isc r im ina te ly 
c rammed i n be low l ike figs i n a d r u m ; " w e l t e r i n g , " as 
Car l y le has i t , " l i k e an E g y p t i a n p i tcher of tamed v i p e r s , " 
the cabin w i n d o w s al l shu t i n , we t r ied to take i t coo l l y , 
in spi te of the suf focat ing heat . 

T h e r e is a ch i l d on board w h o is cer ta in ly possessed, n o t 
by a w i t t y mal ic ious demon, ' a diable boiteux, bu t by a 
teas ing , s tup id , w i cked imp , wh i ch inspires h i m w i t h , the 
desire of t o r m e n t i n g eve ry th i ng human tha t comes w i t h i n 
his reach. Shou ld he escape be ing t h r o w n overboard , i t 
w i l l show a wonder fu l degree of forbearance on the pa r t 
of the passengers. •• 

g t h . — T h e weather is per fect , bu t the w i n d i n e x o r a b l e ; 
and the passengers,' w i t h the i r heads t ied up, look more 
g l o o m y t h a n ever. Some si t dejected in corners, and some 
quar re l w i t h the i r ne ighbours , thus finding a safety-va lve 
by wh i ch the i r w r a t h may escape. 

g t h . — T h e r e is no change i n the w i n d , ye t the gent lemen 
have al l b r i gh tened u p , t aken off thei r handkerch ie fs and 
shaved, as i f ashamed of the i r six days ' impat ience, and 
m a k i n g up the i r minds to a sea-life. Th i s m o r n i n g ive 
saw l a n d ; n l o n g , low r idge of hi l ls on the is land o f E l c u -
the ra , whore they make sa l t , and where there iire many 
negroes. Ne i the r salt nor negroes visible to the naked 
e y e ; no th ing b u t the g r a y out l ine of the h i l ls , m e l t i n g i n t o 
the sea and s k y ; and h a v i n g tacked about a l l day, we 
f o u n d ourselves in the even ing precisely opposite to th is 
same is land. There arc Job 's comfor te rs on boa rd , w h o 
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assure us t h a t they have been t h i r t y - s i x clays between 
N e w Y o r k 1 and la " j o y a mas preciosa de la co rona de 
E s p a n a . " * ' . 

. - S F p r h iy p a r t , I feel no impat ience, h a v i n g ra the r a d is
l i k e to1 chang ing : m y pos i t ion when to le rab le , and the a i r 
i s é'o'íresh and laden w i t h b a l m , that i t seems to b l ow over 
sõr t ié^paradise of sweets, some l and of f r a g r a n t spices. 

,The sea•• also is a i p i r r o r , and I have read M a r r y a t ' s 
( * P i r a t e " for . the first t i m e . • 
. T h u s then w e : s t a n d at e i gh t o ' c lock , P.M. ; w i n d ahead, 
and l i t t l e of i t , p e r f o r m i n g a z i gzag m a r c h between E leu -
theria^ : an d 'Ab a co . O n deck, the p r e t t y w i d o w l ies in an 
eaáy chai r , su r rounded by her c o u n t r y m e n , whç> d iscourse 
aSbut I si lgar*1 molasses,. chocolate/ and o ther local top ics , 
t o g e t h e r w i t h the re la t ive m e r i t s : o f Cuba as compared 
w i t h l-thò- r es t ' of ' the k n o w n w o r l d . M a d a m e A " i s 
s t u d y i n g ' h e r p a r t ' o f E l i zabe t ta i n - t h e o p e r a . o f Robe r to 
Deve reux , w h i c h . she is t o ' b r i n g out i n H a v a n a , ¡ b u t the 
c reak ing1 o f ' t h e - N o r m a is sadly at var iance w i t h h a r m o n y . 
A i ' pa le G e r m a n y o u t h , i n d ress ing -gown and s l ippers , is 
s t u d y i n g Schi l ler . A n ingen ious y o u n g s t e r ' is ca re fu l l y 
c o n n i n g a we l l - t humbed note , w h i c h l o o k s ' l i k e a m i l l i n e r ' s 
g i r l ' s last b i l l e t -doux . T h e l i t t l e possédé i s b u r n i n g b r o w n 
p á p e r w i t h i n i a n - í n p h of the cu r ta ins o f a s ta te - roo i j i , wh i le 
tHe s teward is d r a g g i n g i t f r o m h i m . O t h e r s are g r a d u a l l y 
d r o p p i n g i n to the i r ber ths , l i ke r ipe nu t s f r o m a t ree. 
T h u s -are we a l l p u r s u i n g ou r voca t ions . 

* g t h . — W i n d dead a h e a d ! I console myse l f w i t h C i n q -
M a r s and Jacob F a i t h f u l . B u t the wea the r is l ove ly . A 
y o u n g moon1 i n her first quar te r , l i k e a queen i n her 
m i n o r i t y , g l i t t e r s l i ke a crescent on the b r o w of n i g h t . 

T o w a r d s even ing the l o n g w ished fo r l i gh thouse of 
Abaco (bu i l t by the Eng l i sh ) showed . he r char i tab le and 
r e v o l v i n g rad iance. B u t our sh ip , Penelope- l ike , undoes 
by n i g h t w h a t she has p e r f o r m e d by day , and her course 
is b a c k w a r d and c rabb ish . A del ic ious smel l of v io le ts is 
b l o w i n g f r o m the land . 

. 10th.—A f a i r w i n d . T h e g o o d t i d ings commun ica ted by 
the A , toute ray orinante de joie. A f a i r w i n d and a 
b r i g h t b lue ' sea, coo l and re f resh ing breezes, the waves 
s p a r k l i n g , and the ship g o i n g g a l l a n t l y ove r the wa te rs . 
So fa r , o u r voyage may have been ted ious , b u t the m o s t 

1 The most precious jewel in the Spanish crown, the name given 
to Cuba -
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determined l a n d s m a n m u s t a l l ow tha t the weather has been 
charming-. • 

Sunday at s e a ; and t h o u g h no bel ls are tol l ing-, and n o 
h y m n s are chan ted , the b lue sky above and the b lue ocean 
beneath us, f o r m one vast temple , where , , since the f o u n d a 
t ions of the ea r th and sea were la id , D a y unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night sho-weth , knowledge.. 

Th i s morn ing- w e neared the B e r r y I s lands , unprotJucÊiyç 
and r ocky , as the g e o g r a p h y books w o u l d say. Onç o f 
these is lands belongs t o a co loured m a n , wíiQ b p u g h t i t 
f o r f i f t y d o l l a r s — a cheaply-purchased sove re i gn t y . , ' H e , 
his w i f e and ch i l d ren , w i t h the i r negro slaves ¡ Vive t he re , 
and cu l t i va te vegetables to sell a t N e w Y o r k , or to the 
d i f fe rent ships t h a t pass t ha t w a y , ' H a d the w i n d been 
favourab le , they w o u l d p robab ly have sent us o u t a boa t 
w i t h f resh vegetab les , fish, and f r u i t , w h i c h w o u l d ^ h a v e 
been ve ry acceptable. W e saw, noç fa r f r o m the ishore, 
the w r e c k o f a two -mas ted vesse l ; sad s i g h t to thosç w h o 
pass over t he same waters to see ;.. ., . 

" A brave vessel, 
W h o had, no doubt, some noble creatures in her, 
Dashed a l l to pieces i " '-•.>.; •. y ; 

W h o h a d , a t least , some of God 's c rea tu res , i n her . , Anyj-
t h i n g bu t t h a t ! I am l i ke Gonza lo , and " w o u l d : f a i n die 
a d r y d e a t h . " • 

W e are n o w on the B a h a m a B a n k s , the' w a t e r v e r y , 
clear and b lue , w i t h a c reamy f r o t h , l o o k i n g as i f i t flowed 
over pear ls and turquo ises . A n E n g l i s h schooner m a n -
o f - w a r (a boy -o f -wa r i n size) made a l l sai l t o w a r d s us, 
doubt less h o p i n g w e were a s l a v e r ; b u t , on p u t t i n g us to 
the test of h is spy-g lass, the cap ta in , w e presume, , per^ 
ceived tha t the genera l t i nge of countenance, w a s l emon 
ra the r than n e g r o , and so abandoned his pu rsu i t . . 

T h i s even ing on the B a n k s . I t w o u l d be d i f f i cu l t to 
imag ine a m o r e p lac id and love ly scene. Every th ing* per
fec t ly ca lm , a l l sai l set, and the heavens b e c o m i n g g r a d u 
al ly sp r i nk l ed w i t h s i lver s tars . T h e sky b lue, and w i t h o u t 
a c l o u d , except where the sun has j u s t set , the las t c r imson 
p o i n t s i n k i n g in the ca lm sea and l e a v i n g a l o n g re t i nue of 
ra inbow-cp lou red c louds, deep c r imson t i nged w i t h b r i g h t 
s i lver , and m e l t i n g away in to g r a y , pale vapour . 

O n goes the vessel, s ta te ly and s w a n l i k e ; the w a t e r of 
the same tu rquo i se b lue, covered w i t h a l i g h t pear ly f r o t h . 
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and so clear tha t w e see the l a r g e sponges a t the b o t t o m . 
E v e r y m i n u t e they heave the lead. " B y the m a r k t h r e e . " 
" B y the m a r k three, less a q u a r t e r . " " B y the m a r k t w a i n 
and a h a l f , " ( f i f teen feet, the vessel d r a w i n g th i r teen, ) t w o 
fo i i t botwoon us m u i lho b o t t o m . T h e uni lor ainga i t out 
l i k e the first l ine of a h y m n i n shor t me t re , doled o u t by 
the par ish c le rk . I w ish M a d a m e A were s i n g i n g i t 
Instead of he. " B y ' t h e m a r k three, less a q u a r t e r . " T o 
th i s tune, the on ly sound b r e a k i n g the st i l lness of the 
n i g h t , I d ropped to sleep. : T h e cap ta in passed the n i g h t 
anx ious ly , n o w l o o k i n g o u t f o r l i gh t s on the B a n k s , now 
a t ; the he lm, o r h imsel f s o u n d i n g the lead : 

" F o r some must watch whilst others sleep; 
Thus wags the world away." 

n t h . ' — B e a u t i f u l m o r n i n g , and fa i r w i n d . A b o u t e igh t 
\ve le f t the B a n k s . Just then we observed, tha t the sa i lor 
w h o sounded, h a v i n g sung o u t five, t h e n s ix , then i n a f ew 
m inu tes seven, suddenly f ound no b o t t o m , as i f w e had 
fa l lón o l í t i l l » t onwu f r om the brinlc (>f the Jhink i n to an 
abyss. 

A fe l l ow-cap ta in , und passenger of o u r cap ta in ' s , t o l d me 
th is m o r n i n g , t ha t he spoke the sh ip w h i c h ca r r i ed o u t 
Qove rpo r and M r s . M c L e a n to Cape-Coast Cas t le—the 
u n f o r t u n a t e L . E. L. I t does no t seem to m e a t a l l 
as ton ish ing t h a t the remedies wh i ch she t o o k in E n g l a n d 
w i t h o u t i n j u r y , should have p roved f a t a l to her in t ha t 
i^rfetched c l imate . 

W o Imvo boon mvotnpnnl tMl n i l Um moru i i i t f by n One 
la rge sh ip, g o i n g f u l l sa i l , the Or leans , Cap ta in Sears, 
bound for N e w Or leans. . . . A l o n g semic i rcu lar l ine of 
b lack rocks i n s i g h t ; some of a round f o r m , one o f w h i c h 
is ca l led the D e a t h ' s H e a d ; another of the shape of a 
t u r t l e , and some t w o or three mi les l o n g . A t the e x t r e m i t y 
of one of these the Eng l i sh arc b u i l d i n g a l i gh thouse . 

12th.—We are opposi te the Pan o f Ma tanzas , abou t 
s ix ty , mi les f r o m H a v a n a . Impa t i ence becomes g e n e r a l , 
bu t . the breeze rocks up and d o w n , and w e g a i n l i t t l e . 
T h i s day , l i ke al l l as t days on board , has been r e m a r k a b l y 
ted ious , t h o u g h the coun t r y g radua l l y becomes more i n te r 
es t i ng . There is a un iversa l b r u s h i n g - u p a m o n g s t the pas
sengers ; some shav ing , some w i t h the i r heads p l u n g e d i n to 
tubs o f cold wa te r . So. may have appeared N o a h ' s a r k , 
when the dove d id no t r e t u r n , and the passengers p repared 
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f o r terra firma, a f te r a f o r t y d a y s ' voyage . ; . O u r M o u n t 
A r a r a t was the M o r r o Cast le , w h i c h , d a r k and f r o w n i n g , 
presented i tse l f t o ou r eyes, a t s ix o ' c l ock , P.M. . 

N o t h i n g can be more s t r i k i n g than the first appearance 
of thin for i r i íB», tflnrljnjjr up f r o m the sol id rode, w i t h i t s 
t owe rs and ba t t l emen ts , wh i l e here, to r em ind us of ou r 
l a t i t ude , we sec a few fea thery cocoas g r o w i n g amids t the 
herbage t ha t covers the banks near the cast le. By i ts 
s ide, cove r i ng a considerable ex tent of g r o u n d , is the* 
fo r t ress cal led the Cabafia, pa in ted rose-colour, w i t h the 
ang les of i ts bast ions w h i t e . 

B u t there is too much t o l o o k a t n o w . I mus t finish m y 
le t ter i n H a v a n a . 

HAVANA, .13th November. 

L a s t even ing , as we entered the beau t i fu l bay, e v e r y t h i n g 
s t r u c k us as s t range and p i c tu resque . ' T h e soldiers of the 
g a r r i s o n , the p r i son bu i l t by Genera l Tacon,1 the i r r e g u l a r 
houses w i t h the i r f ron ts pa in ted red o r pale b lue, and w i t h 
Lhe coo l b u t un inhab i ted look p roduced by the absence of 
g lass w i n d o w s ; the merchan t ships and l a rge m e n - o f - w a r ; 
vessels f r o m every po r t i n the commerc ia l w o r l d , the l i t t l e 
boats g l i d i n g amongs t t hem w i t h the i r s n o w - w h i t e sa i ls , 
the negroes on the w h a r f — n o t h i n g ' Eu ropean . T h e heat 
was g rea t , tha t of a Ju ly day , w i t h o u t any f reshness in 
the a i r . 

A s we approached the w h a r f the noise and bus t le i n 
creased. T h e passengers a l l c r owded u p o n deck, and we 
h i id ncmvcly m i d i m c d , w l i r n v iu iotu} l l t t l u bont» woi'o 6000 
m a k i n g fo r the N o r m a . F i r s t boat b r o u g h t an oíí icer w i t h 
the sa lu ta t ions o f the Cap ta in -Genera l t o his Exce l l ency , 
w i t h every po l i te offer o f se r v i ce ; second boat b r o u g h t the 
A d m i n i s t r a d o r of the Yn tenden te ( the Coun t de V i l l a 
N u e v a ) , w i t h the same c i v i l i t i e s ; the t h i r d , the mas te r of 
the house where we n o w a rc , and whence I i nd i te these 
f a c t s ; the f o u r t h , the I t a l i a n Opera , w h i c h rushed s imu l t a 
neously i n to the arms of the A i ; the fifth, prosaic 
cus tom-house o f i i ce rs ; the s i x t h , a H a v a n a count and 
m a r q u i s ; the seventh, the f a m i l y of Genera l M o. 
F i n a l l y , we were ho is ted ove r the sh ip ' s side i n a cha i r , 
i n t o the g o v e r n m e n t boa t , and rowed to the shore. As i t 
was ra ther d a r k when we a r r i v e d , a n d we were d r i ven to 
ou r des t ina t ion in a vo lan te , we d i d not see m u c h of the 
c i t v . We cou ld bu t observe t ha t the streets were n a r r o w , 
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the houses irregular, most people black, and the volante, 
an amusing-looking- vehicle, looking: behind like a black 
insect with high shoulders, and with a little black postilion 
on a horse or mule, with an enormous pair of boots and a 
fancy uniform. 
> The house in which, by the hospitality of the H——a 

family we are installed, has from its windows, which front 
the bay, the most varied and interesting view imaginable. 
As it is the first house, Spanish fashion, which I have 
entered, I must describe it to you before I sleep. The 
house forms a great square, and you enter the court, round 
which are the oflices, the rooms for the negroes, coal-
house, bath-room, etc., and in the middle of which stand 
the volantes. Proceed upstairs, and enter a large gallery 
which runs all round the house. Pass into lhe S a l a , a 
large cool apartment, with marble floor and tables, and 
chaise-longues with elastic cushions, chairs, and arm-chairs 
of cane- A drapery of white muslin .and blue silk divides 
this from a second and smaller drawing-room, now serving 
as my dressing-room, and beautifully fitted up, with Gothic 
toilet-table, inlaid , mahogany bureau, marble centre and 
side-tables,; fine mirrors, cane sofas and chairs, green and 
gold paper, A drapery of white muslin and rose-coloured 
silk divides this from a bedroom, also fitted up, with all 
iti^nner of elegances. French beds with blue silk coverlids 
and clear mosquito curtains, and fine lace. A drapery 
divides this on one side from the gallery; and this room 
opens into others which run all round the house. The 
floors are marble or stucco—the roofs beams of pale blue 
Wood placed transversely, and the whole has an air of 
agreeable coolness. Everything is handsome without being 
gaudy, and admirably adapted for the climate. The sleep
ing apartments have no windows, and are dark and cool, 
while the drawing-rooms have large windows down to the 
floor, with green shutters kept closed till the evening. 

The musquitoes have now commenced their evening 
aontf, a signal that it is time to put out the lights. The 
moon, is shining on the bay, and a faint sound of military 
music is heard in the distance, while the sea moans with 
a sad but not unpleaslng monotony. To all these sounds 
I retire to rest. 
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L E T T E R T H E S E C O N D 
Havana A r i sLoc racy—" Luc ia tie L a m m e r m o o r " i—La Rqssi and M o n -

tresor—Brig-of-war—Countess de V a—Dinner at H -a 's— 
Southerly W inds—View f rom the Balcony—Quinta oí Count 
V a—San Cristobal—Mass at San Fel ipe—Erard H a r p -
Dinner at General M o's—A Dessert at Havana—Queen of 
Spain's B i r thday—Dinner at the Yntcndencia—La Pantanel l i— 
Tl ieutre of Tucon—Rai l road—Cure by L igh tn ing—Shops—Bal l at ' 
the Countess F a 's—Last Vis i t—Souvenirs. 

15th.—WH expected hospitality and a good reception, 
but certainly all our expectations have been surpassed, and 
the last few days have been spent in such a round of 
festivity, that not a moment has been left for writing, At 
home we have held a levee to all that is most distinguished 
in Havana. Counts, marquesses, and generals, with stars 
and crosses, have poured in and poured out ever since our 
arrival. I do not pretend to form any judgment of Havana. 
We have seen it too much en beau. 

. Last evening we found time to go to the theatre. The 
opera was " L u c i a de Lammermoor." The pr ima donna, 
La Rossi, has a voice of much sweetness, sings correctly 
and with taste, is graceful in her movements, but sadly 
deficient in strength. Still she suits the character repre
sented, and comes exactly up to my idea of poor . Lucy, 
devoted snd broken-hearted, physically and morally weak. 
Though the story is altered, and the interest weakened, 
how graceful the music is ! how lovely and full of melody I 
The orchestra is good, and composed of blacks and whites, 
like the notes of a piano, mingled in harmonious: cpnfusion. 

The theatre is remarkably pretty and airy, and the pit 
struck us as being particularly clean and respectable. All 
the seats are red leather arm-chairs, and all occupied b y 
well-dressed people. 

At the end of the first act, we went round to the 
Countess F a's box, to return a visit which she had 
made ine in the morning. We found her extremely agree
able and full of intelligence, also with a very decided air of 
fashion. She was dressed in fawn-coloured satin,. with 
large pearls. At the end of the second act, Lucia was 
taken ill, her last aria missed out, and her monument 
driven on the stage without further ceremony. Mon-
tresor, the Ravcnswood of the piece, came in, sung, and 
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stabbed himself with immense enthusiasm. It is a pity 
that his voice is deserting him, while his taste and feeling 
remain. The house has altogether a French look. The 
boxes are private—that is, the property of individuals^but 
are not shut in, which in this climate would be suffocating. 
W e passed out through a long file of soldiers. The 
sudden transition from Yankee land to this military 
Spanish negrp-land is dreamy. 

T h e General de la Marina (Anglicè, admiral of the 
station) called some days ago, and informed us that there 
is a brig of war destined to convey us to Vera Cruz. 

Amongst the ladies who have called on me, I find none 
more charming than the Countess de V a. • Her voice 
li; ii'g'i'eetible, litn1 nuumm'B ounlUtl mid vnuy, her oxprpnulon 
beautiful from • goodness, with animated eyes and fine 
tetítbV'"her'dress quiet and rich. She is universally beloved 
here. ''I received from her, nearly every morning,' a 
bóüqúet'of the loveliest flowers from her quinta—roses, 
carnations, heliotrope, etc. The dinner'at H a's to
day wus u pcrfuct foiist. I snt botweon die Counl; dc 
F——-a and the Count de — V- , a millionaire. 
Everything was'served in French white and gold porce
lain,' ' which : looks particularly cool and pretty in this 
climate;1 ; The Count de P r was there and his brother; 
the latter a gentlemanly and intelligent man, with a great 
taste'for music, and whose daughter is a first-rate singer 
and'a charming person. After dinner we rose, according 
to custom, and went into an adjoining room while they 
arranged the dessert, consisting of every imaginable and 
unimaginable sweetmeat, with fruit, ices, etc. The fruits 
I'havé* not yet learned to like. They are certainly won-
clerful'ahd delicious productions of nature; but to eat eggs 
and custards and butter off the trees, seems unnatural. 
, íThe :heat to-day is terrible; with a suffocating south 
wind blowing, and were the houses not built as they are, 
would be unbearable. The dinner is served in the gallery, 
which is spacious and cool. 
• After • dinner, Scflor Don P o 11 a rose, and, 

addressing C- n, pronounced a poetical impromptu, 
commemorating the late victory of Espartero, and con
gratulating C —n on his mission to the Mexican republic. 
W e then adjourned to the balcony, where the air was 
delightful, a cool evening breeze having suddenly sprung 
up. A large ship, full sail, and various barks, passed the 
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Morro. There were negroes with bare legs wallcing cm 
the wall, carrying- parcels, e tc . ; volantes passing by with 
their black-eyed occupants, in full dress, short sleeves, and 
flowers in their hair; well-dressed, martial-looking- Spanish 
soldiers marching by, and making tolerably free remarks 
on the ladies in the volantes. . - > We had a visit from 
the Captain-General. 

In the evening we went out to see the Countess de 
V-^ a, at her pretty quinta, a short way out of town, and 
walked in the garden by moonlight, amongst flowers and 
fountains. The little count is already one of the chamber
lains to the Queeni and a diamond key has been sent him 
by Queen Christina in token of her approbation of his 
futher'tf Bervicefj.; Thcuc country rctrcut» «re delightful 
after the narrow streets and impure air of the city. . . . 
We ' s a w there a good engraving of Queen Victoria, with 
the Duchess of Sutherland and Lady Normanby; 

17th.—Yesterday we went to see the procession of the 
patron' saint, San Cristobal, from the -balconies of :the 
Vntendencia. It is a fine spacious building, and, together 
with the Captain-General's palace, stands in the Plaza de 
Armas, which was crowded with negroes and negresses, 
alii dressed in white, with white muslin and blonde man
tillas, framing and showing off their dusky physiognomies. 

Two regiménts, with excellent bands; of music, con
ducted the procession, composed ;of monks and priests. 
San Cristobal, ' a large figure with thick gold legs, sur
rounded by gold angels with gold wings, was-carried by 
to the music of " Suoni la t romba"* to which were adapted 
the words of a hymn in praise of Liberty. 

W e attended mass in the morning in the church of San 
Felipe, and entered, preceded, according to custom, by a 
little negro footman carrying a piece of carpet. There 
were few people in church, but the grouping was pictur
esque. The black faces of the negresses, with their white 
mantillas and white satin shoes; the black silk dresses and 
black lace mantillas of the Havana ladies, with their white 
faces and black eyes, and little liveried negroes standing 
bèhind them; the officers, music, and long-bearded priests 
—all were very effective. .; . . , : 

Found, on my return, an excellent Erard harp, sent me 
by the Marquesa de A s, a pretty woman and female 
Crcesus. 

A splendid entertainment was given us to-day by General 
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M o. Hts house is large and cool; the dinner, as 
usual, in the gallery; and although there were ninety-
seven guests, and as many negroes in waiting, the heat 
was not oppressive. The jewels of the ladies were superb, 
especially the diamonds of the M-—— family; sprays, neck
laces,'earrings, really beautiful. The Marquesa de A-—— 
wore a set of emeralds the size of small eggs. She. had a 
pretty, graceful-looking daughter with her, with beautiful 
eyes. : Even the men were well sprinkled with diamonds 
and rubies. 

The dessert, from : variety and quantity, was a real 
curiosity. . Immense vases and candelabras of alabaster 
were., placed: at different distances om. the table, ¡ and 
hundreds of porcelain dishes .were filled with sweetments 
and.fruits—sweetmeats of every description, from the little 
meringue called "mouthful for a queen," to the blanc-
manger made, of suprême de volaille and milk. 

After dinner our health was drank, and another poetical 
address pronounced. The evening concluded with music 
and the Havana country-dances. 

20th.-i—Yesterday being the Queen of Spain's birthday, 
a dínnçr was given to us at the Yntendencia. The house 
in size is a palace, and the apartments innumerable. The 
dinner very elegant, and the dessert arranged in another 
room, a curiosity as usual for profusion and variety. Her 
Majesty's-health was proposed by Don B o H a, 
and so well-timed, that all the guns of the forts fired a 
salute, it being sunset, just as the toast was concluded, 
which was drank with real enthusiasm and hearty good
will. According to Spanish custom, the aristocracy gener
ally se tutoient, and call each other by their Christian 
names; indeed, they are almost all connected by inter
marriages. You may guess at an inferior in rank, only 
by their increased respect towards him, 

.; We . stood on the balcony in the evening. The scene 
wfts beautiful, the temperature rather warm, yet delicious 
fri)iu tho softtlosy of thu brcuze. The moon rose so bright 
that, she seeined like the sun shining through a silvery 
VÇÍ|. , .Qroups of figures, were sauntering about in the 
square, under the trees, and two bands having stationed 
therçiselves with lamps and music, played alternately pieces 
from Mozart and Bellini. We regretted leaving so de
lightful a scene for the thcatrel where we arrived in time 

b o n r T i P-'"I-MW.U; -,,1 • - , , • ] " , r l m ^ c r l ]••> h M m r f nn r t 
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tunic, and to see L a Jota Arragonesa danced by two 
handsome Spanish girls in good style. ' 

One evening: we went to the theatre of Tacon^to the 
Captain-General's box. I t is certainly a splendid house, 
large, airy, and handsome. The play was the, " C a m 
panero de San Pablo," which, though generally liked, 
appears to me a complicated and unnatural composition, 
with one or two interesting scenes. The best actor was 
he who represented the blind man. The chief actress is 
an overgrown dame, all fat and dimples, who kept up a 
constant sobbing and heaving of her chest, yet never 
getting rid of an eternal smirk upon her face. A bolero, 
danced afterwards by two Spanish, damsels in black, and 
silver, was very refreshing. 

23rd.—To-morrow we sail in the Jason, should the wind 
not prove contrary. Visits, dinners, and parties, havei so 
occupied our time, that to write has been next to impos
sible. Of the country we have, from the same reason, 
seen little, and the people we are only acquainted with in 
full dress, which is not the way to judge of them truly. 
One morning, indeed, wc dedicated to viewing the works 
of the Yntendente, the railroad, and the water-filterers. 
He and the Countess, and a party of friends, accompanied 
us. 

The country through which the railroad passes is: fiat 
and rather monotonous; nevertheless, the quantity of wild 
flowers, which appeared for the most part of1 the con
volvulus species, as we glanced past them—the orange-
trees, the clumps of palm and cocoa, the plantain with its 
gigantic leaves, the fresh green coffee-plant, the fields of 
sugar-cane of a still brighter green, the half-naked 
negroes, the low wooden huts, and, still more,' the 
scorching sun in the month of November,—all was new 
to us, and sufficient to remind us of the leagues of ocean 
we had traversed, though this is but a halt on our voyage. 

At the village where the cars stopped, we listened with 
much amusement to the story of a fat, comfortable-looking 
individual, who wa.s cured by lightning in the following 
manner:—He was in the last stage of a decline, when, 
one hot July morning, he was knocked down by a thunder
bolt, a ball of fire, which entered his side, ran all through 
his body, and came out at his arm. At the place where 
the ball made its exit, a large ulcer was formed, and 
when it dispersed he found himself in perfect. health^ 
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in which he has continued ever since ! In such cases 
the "bottled lightning,", demanded by Mrs. Nickleby's 
admirer, might be a valuable remedy. 

Of course I could not leave Havana without devoting 
one morning to shopping. The shops have most seducing 
names—Hope,. Wonder, Desire, etc. The French 
modistes seem to be wisely improving their time, by 
charging respectable prices for their work. The shop
keepers bring; their goods out to the volante, it not being 
the fashion for ladies to enter the shops, though I took the 
privilege of a foreigner to infringe this rule occasionally. 
Silks and satins very dear—lace and muslin very reason
able, was, upon the whole, the result of my investigation; 
but as it only lasted two hours, and that my sole purchases 
ofi any consequence, were an indispensable mantilla, and a 
pair of fcarrings, I give my opinion for the present with due 
diffidence. 
: I can speak with more decision on the subject of a great 

ball given us by the Countess F a, last evening, which 
was really superb. The whole house, was thrown open— 
there was a splendid supper, quantities of refreshment, 
and the whole select aristocracy of Havana. Diamonds 
on all the women, jewels and orders on all the men, mag
nificent lustres and m i iTo r . s , ¡tml 11 cnpital band oí n a i s i c 
In the gallery. 
-' The Captnin-fJcncnil was the only individmtl in a plain 

dress. He made himself very agreeable, in good French. 
About one hundred couple stood up in each country-dance, 
but the rooms are so large and so judiciously lighted, that 
we did not feel at all warm. Waltzes, quadrilles, and 
these long Spanish dances, succeeded each other. Almost 
all the girls have fine eyes and beautiful figures, but with
out colour, or much animation. The finest diamonds were 
those of the Countess F a, particularly her necklace, 
which was undeniable. 
.;• Walking through the rooms after supper, we were 
amused to see the negroes and negreases helping them
selves: plentifully to the sweetmeats, uncorking and drink
ing; fresh bottles of Champngnc, and devouring everything 
on the'supper tables, without the slightest concern for the 
presence either of their master or mistress; in fact, behav
ing, like a ̂ multitude of spoilt children, who are sure of 
-meeting with indulgence, and presume upon it. * * * 

Í Towards morning we were, led downstairs to a large 
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suite of rooms, containing a library of several thousand 
volumes; where coffee, cakes, etc., were prepared in beau
tiful Sêvres porcelain and gold plate. W e left the house 
at last to the music of the national hymn of Spain, which 
struck up as we past through the gallery. 

Should the north wind, the dreaded Norte, not blow, 
we sail to-morrow, and have spent the day in receiving 
farewell visits. We also went to the theatre, where 
every one predicts we shall not get off to-morrow. The 
play was " L e Gamin de Paris," translated. After our 
return, I paid a very late visit to the P——r family, who 
live close by us, and now, at two in the morning, I finish 
my letter sleepily. Many beautiful souvenirs :have been 
sent us, and amongst others, the Count de S V — — 
has just sent C n a model of the palace of Madrid, one 
of the most beautiful and ingenious pieces of workmanship 
possible. It is carved in wood, with astonishing accuracy 
and delicacy. 

My next letter will be dated on board the Jason. 

L E T T E R T H E T H I R D 
Dojmi turo in thu JuBon—Spunlsh Cuptuln und Oflíccra—I-líe on board 

a Man-of-War— " B a l a n c e s " — Fishing—" L e Petit Tambour 
Cocoa-nuts—A Norte— Spanish Proverb—Peak of 0rizava—Theory 
i ind Practice—Noria Chocotalero—Conlrury Winds—Chain of 
Mountains—Goleta. 

JASON, 24th November. 
THIS morning, at six o'clock, we breakfasted, together 
with Captain Estrada, the commander of the Jason, at the 
C a s a H a ; and the wind being fair, repaired shortly 
after in volantes to the wharf, accompanied by our hos
pitable host, and several of our acquaintances; entered 
the boat, looked our last of the Palace and the Ynten-
dencia, and of Havana itself, where we had arrived as 
strangers, and which now, in fifteen days, had begun to 
assume a familiar aspect, and to appear interesting in our 
eyes, by the mere force of human sympathy; and were 
transported to the ship, where a line of marines, drawn 
up to receive us, presented arms as we entered. The 
morning was beautiful; little wind, but fair. W e took 
leave of our friends, waved our handkerchiefs to.the bal
conies in return for signals from scarcely-distinguishable 
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figures, passed between the red-tinted Cabana and the 
stately Morro, and were.once more upon the deep, with a 
remembrance behind, and a hope before us. Our Bergan~ 
Una is a handsome vessel, with twenty-five guns, five 

' officers, a doctor, chaplain, and purser, and one hundred 
and fifty num. 
: W e find the commander very attentive, and a periect 
gentleman, like almost all of his class, and though very 
young in appearance, he has been twenty-nine years in 
the service. .:• 
... asth.-r-The. weather delightful, and the ship going at 
the rate of five knots an hour. The accommodations in a 
brig not destined for passengers are of course limited. 
There is a large cabin for the oificers, separated by a 
smaller one, belonging to the captain, which he has given 
qp..to US. i 

At seven o'clock C n rises, and at eight, a marine 
sentinel, transformed into a lady's page, whom we are 
taking to Mexico as porter, brings us some very delicious 
chocolate. He is followed by the Captain's familiar, an 
unhoppy-lookin^ individual, pale, 1'unlc, HIM] ICIHI, will) 
tito physiognomy of a methodist parson, and in general 
appearance like a weed that has grown up in one night. 
He tremblingly, and with most rueful countenance, carries 
a small plate of sugar-biscuits. These originals having 
vacated the cabin, I proceed to dress, an operation of 
Some difficulty, whirh being performed iant bien q m mal , 
I repair upstairs, armed wuh book and fan, and sit on 
deck till ten o'clock, when the familiar's lamentable 
announcement of breakfast takes us down again. The cook 
being French, the comestibles are decidedly good, and 
were , the'artist a little less of an oil, and more of a water 
painter, I individually would prefer his style. We have 
every variety of fish, meat, fowl, fruit, dulces, and wines. 

A very long interval has to be filled up by reading, 
writing, sitting, or walking upon deck, as suits the taste 
of the individual, or by drinking orangeade, or by sleep
ing, or by any other ingenious resource for killing time. 
At fivcj dinner, at which no one joins us but the captain 
and one; officer; and after dinner on deck till bed-time 
walking about, or gazing on the sky or sea, or listening 
to the songs of the sailors. 
;;ua<5tli.— Little wind, but a day of such abominably cruel 
; àalancesy as they call them, that one is tempted to find 
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rest by jumping overboard. Everything broken or break
ing. Even the cannons disgorge their balls, which fall 
out by their own weight. 

28th.—We have had two days of perfect weather though 
very warm; the sky blue, without one cloud. To-day we 
aro on the sound, find Imvo lum to, about noon, to let lho 
sailors fish, thereby losing an hour or so of.fair wind, and 
catching a preposterous number of fish of immense size. 
The water was so clear, that we could see the fish rush 
and seize the bait as fast as it was thrown in. Some
times a huge shark would bite the fish in two,, so that the 
poor finny creature was between Scylía and Charybdis. 
These fish are called cherne and pargo, and at dinner 
were pronounced good; At length a shark, in its whole
sale greediness, seized the bait, and feeling the hook in 
his horrid jaw, tugged most fiercely to release himself, 
but in vain. Twelve sailors hauled him in, when, with 
distended jaws, he seemed to look out for the legs of the 
men, whereupon they rammed the butt-end of a harpoon 
down his throat, which put a stop to all further proceed-
inga ou hía part, lie wua suid lo be quite young-, perhaps 
the child of doting parents. The juvenile monster had, 
however, already cut three rowa of leoth. 

W c are sometimes amused in the evening, when upon 
deck, by a little drummer, who invariably collects all the 
sailors round him, and spins them long, endless stones 
of his own invenliou, to which they lisien with intense 
interest On he goes, without a moment's • hesitation, 
inventing everything most improbable and wonderful; of 
knights and giants and beautiful princesses,- and im
prisoned damsels, , and poor peasants becoming great 
kings. He is a little ugly, active fellow,, with a turned-
up nose, a merry eye, and a laughing mouth. Amongst 
his axioms is the following verse, which he sings with 
great expression. 

Hasta los palos del monte 
Tienen çu destinación 
Unos nacen para santos 
Y otros para hacer carbon. 

which may;be translated s o : 
Even the mountain-trees . ' j ! 
Have their al lotted goa l , '. ' , ! 
For some are born for sa in t s ' ' " 1 : ' - ' ] Í 
Whi ls t othurs serve for coal. * ' 
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29th.—Beautiful day, fair wind, great heat, and more 

fishing*. At least thirty large fish were caught this morn
ing, also an infant shark, a grandchild who had wandered 
forth to nibble, and met an untimely grave. We have ^ 
seen several alacrans or scorpions on board, but these are 
said not to be poisonous. The ship is the perfection of 
cleanness. No disagreeable odour affects the olfactory 
nerves, in which it has a singular advantage over all 
packets. This, and having it all to ourselves, and the 
officers being such perfect gentlemen, and all so kind and 
attentive, makes our voyage so far a mere pleasure trip., 

W e had some of the Countess de V 's cocoa-nuts, of 
which she sent us a great supply, pierced this morning, 
each containing three tumblers of fresh and delicious 
water. * 
1 1st December.*—We are now about thirty leagues from 

Vera Cruz, and if the wind blows a little fresher, may 
reach it to-morrow. This is Sunday, but the chaplain is 
too sick to say mass, and the heat is intense. 

2nd.—An unpleasant variety—a N o r t e ! I knew it was 
coming on, only by the face of the first lieutenant when he 
looked at the barometer. His countenance fell as many 
degrees aa the instrument. It is very slight, but our entry 
into port will be delayed, for, on the coast, these winds 
are most devoutly dreaded. It has rained all day, and, 
notwithstanding the rolling of the ship, wc attempted a 
ffotno fit chmiH, but iiflcr htiving (rind (wo gutucH, uban-
doned it in despair, a " b a l a n c e " having, at the most 
interesting period of each, overturned the board, and left 
the .victory undecided, somewhat after the fashion of 
Homer's goddess, when she enveloped the contending 
armies in a cloud. 

4th.—Yesterday evening n south wind, nnd the Spanish 
proverb-says truly 

" S u r duro, 
Norte seguro." 

" A south wind strong, 
' The norther ere l o n g . " 

This morning the sky is covered with watery clouds, 
yet we can see the Cofre de Perote and the peak of 
Orizava, which are thirty leagues inland ! The latter, 
cnllcd by the Mexicans, Citlal repetí,- or the mountain of 
the star, from the fire which used to burn on its lofty 
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summit, rises nineteen thousand five hundred ,and fifty-
one feet above the level of the sea. Covered with perpetual 
snows, and rising far above: clouds and tempests, it is 
the first mountain which the navigator discovers as he 
approaches these shores. ¡ 

But the south wind continues•> and we are obliged to 
turn our back to the coast. Therç is much impatience on 
board. A — was taken illj and declared she had got the 
yellow fever. The doctor was sent for, who, very, siçk 
himself, and holding by the table to keep himself, from 
falling, told her, without looking, at her very particularly, 
that there was nothing the matter,, only to keep yourself 
"quite quiet and s t i l l ; " and the ship rolling at the same 
moment, he pitched head-foremost out of , the cabin, 
showing pructicnlly how much easier precept is than 
example. As we shall no doubt have a norther after this, 
which may last three days, our promised land is still at 
some distance. . . ( . . , 

5th.—The weather is charming, but the south-west wind 
, holds most implacably, and the barometer has fallen five 
* or six degrees, which, added to other signs• of the times 

known to navigators, causes all hands to prepare for the 
dreaded enemy. • • 

6th.—Job never was on board a ship. A norther, not a 
very severe one, but what they call a Norte chocolatero, 
that is, its shock tore a sail in two, as I tear this sheet of 
pnpcr. The most ingenious por.Hon Í hee is " the maater 
of the sails." He sews most excessively quick and well. 
Towards evening the wind calmed, but the ship, tossed 
upon a horribly swelled sea, became a mortal purgatory. 
Still the wind is lulled, though Humboldt and others say 
a Norte must last forty-eight hours, and we have only had 
it for twenty-four. We shall see. 
. 7th.—A most horrible night I • My hammock, • which I 

had foolishly preferred to a bed, not having room to swing 
in, threw me fiuiousjy against the wall, till fearing a 
broken head,'I jumped Gut ¿ind- lay <op"fliô flctor. ".'To-day 
there is a comparative'calm, •'a 'É^nt'con tía u&tiori óf the 
Norte, which is an air with' variations. - .Everything now 
seems melancholy and monolonòttsv ; We have been 
tossed about during four days in èíght of" Vera Cruz, and 
are now further from \ i than bcfoVe.. '< The officers begin 
to look miserable; even -the; cook'ujtiv difficulty preserves 
his equilibrium. 
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Sunday, 8th.—A Norte! The sky is watery, and 

covered'^vith shapeless masses of reddish clouds. This 
is a'great iday among-st all Spanish Catholics, Xe Vi rgen 
de la Concepción, the patroness of Spain and the Indies; 
but no mass to-day; the padre sick and the Norte blowing. 
What, a succession of long faces'—walking barometers I 

9th.-—Yesterday evening the wind held out false hopes, 
, and every one brightened up with caution, for the wind, 
• though' faintly, blew from the right quarter. The rain 

ceased, the weather cleared, and "hope, the charmer," 
smiled upon us. The greater was our disappoiptment 
when-the ¡breeze died away, when the wind veered to the 
north, and' when once more the most horrible rolling 
seized the unfortunate Jason, as if it were possessed by a 
demon. Finding it impossible to lie in my hammock, I 
stretched myself on the floor; where, during a night ¡ 
that seemed interminable, we were tossed up and i 
down, knocked against the furniture, and otherwise 

' maltreated. , 
This morning there is little wind, but that little from i 

:'J' the north, so that the termination o( our voyage appears j 
iji aa far ¡off now as it did eight days ago. The faces of all ¡ 

on board are calmly lugubrious. Little said. A few ; 
í Spanish shrugs interchanged with ominous significance. 

I ] loth.'—As there is only one particular wind during which 
i*) it is not dangerous to approach the coast, namely, "Za 
j'; br isdj" the breeze which usually follows the norther, we 

niay spend our Christmas here. The weather is beautiful, 
though very sultry, especially during the calms which inter
vene betvfeen the nortes. With books one might take 
patience, but I read and re-read backwards and forwards 
everything I possess, or can find—reviews, magazines, a 
volume of Humboldt, even an odd volume of the " Barber 
of Paris "—"Turk ish Letters," purporting to be the 
translation of a continuation of the Montesquieu's "Lettres 
Pefsanes," and in which the hero,, disguised as a gardener, 
brings thft'Viáier's daughter a bouquet, which she conde
scendingly receives, iyhig1 in bed à- l ' E s p a g n o l e ! I am 
now reuu'eeri to li very Hcrluii i i Spimiyli w o r k un the trulli 
of 'Christianity. ' . . ' : * : • -' \ .* 

This evening/to the Joy of all on board, arose the long-
desired breeze. *. The ship went slowly and steadily on her 
course, at first** four,: »'thé¡o* eight knots an hour. The 
captain, however, looked doubtingly, and, indeed, towards 
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morning, the wind changed to the south, and our hopes 
died away. 

nth.—Contrary wind. A south, expected to be followed 
by a "norte seguro." But now, at eleven, A.M., it is quite 
calm, and very sultry, whilst to increase, if possible, our 
weariness, a long range of lofty mountains stretches along 
the horizon, from Punta Delgada to the Cofre de jPerote, 

!;and on till they seem to sinl< in the ocean. 3Behind the 
' Cofre rises Orizava, now like a white cloud, but this morn

ing tinged with a rosy ligU**^y the rays of the rising sun. 
The sea is tranquil and the Jionzon clear, nevertheless the 

' enemy is looked for. There are a few white and feathery 
clouds flickering about in the sky, and there is an uneasy 
swell in the waves. . . . At three o'clock, out burst the 
norther, which, like the flaming sword, guarding the-issues 
of paradise, 1 

" W a v e d over by that flaming brand, the gate 
^ ; W i t h dreadful faces th rong 'd and fiery a r m s , " ' 

seems to warn off all vessels from approaching these iron-
jbound shores. Klevcn days within a few hours' distance 
fof the coast 1 

16th.—Five days more passed with a continuation of 
contrary winds and constant rolling. We are further 
from hope than we were fourteen days ago. Captain, 
officers, sailors, all seejn nearly disheartened. This morn
ing they caught the most beautiful fish I ever beheld, of 
the dolphin species—the Cleopatra of the ocean, about 
four feet long, apparently composed of g:old, and studded 
with turquoises. It changed colour in dying. There Is a 
proverb, which the sailors are repeating to each other, 
not very encouraging: " Este es el viage del Orinoco. 
Que*él que no se murió, se volvió loco." " T h i s is .the 
voyage of the Orinoco, in which he who did not die, 
became crazy." 

17th.—Spoke a goleta, who came close up by our vessel, 
and seemed to have a miserable set on board, amongst 
others, a worthy pair from Havana, who had just come 
out of j j f jHun, having been nuiuacd of murdering u negro. 
The wind continues contrary. I shall fold up this sea-
scrawl, and write no more till we reach Vera Cruz. 
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, ; [\ . VBRA CRUZ, iS th . 

THIS morning, the sanguine hoped, and the desponding 
feared, for the wind, though inclined to la brisa, seemed 
unlikely to prove sufficiently strong to. enable us to reach 
Vera Cruz—this being the twenty-fifth..day since we left 
Htivnnu ¡ n voyu^-q thnl, w'uh n NIVMIUOI', iiii^lit In: per
formed in three days, and with a sailing-vessel and a fair 
wind, is made in six or seven. About noon, the aspect of 
things became more favourable. The breeze grew 
stronger, and with it our hopes. 
: At last appeared in view, faintly, certain spires beside 
the low sandy land, which for some time wc had anxiously 
watched, and at length we could distinguish houses and 
churches, and the fort of San Juan de Ulna, of warlike 
memory. By slow but sure degrees, wc neared the shore, 
until Vera Cruz, in all its ugliness, became visible to our 
friuch-wearied eyes. We had brought a pilot from 
Havana to guide us to these dangerous coasts, but though 
à:native of these parts, it seemed that a lapse of years 
had blunted his memory, for we had nearly run upon the 
focks. . A gun was therefore fired, and another pilot came 
out, who at sight of the Spanish flag waxed enthusiastic, 
and pointing out the castle to our ignorant friend/ ex
claimed, alluding to the desperate struggle made by the 
Spaniards to defend this their last stronghold at the end 
of the war, " J'Fe, although but a handful of men, defended 
ourselves for years like soldiers, and now these French-
jrnen took it in three days 1 " and, walking about in a 
transport of patriotic despair, h< seemed to forget his 
gctual duty in the. tide of remembrances which the 
sight of Spanish colours and a Spanish crew had called 
forth. 

. Anything more melancholy, ddlabré and forlorn, than 
the whole appearance of things as we drew near, cannot 



Mutual Salutes 25 
well be imagined. On one side, the fort, with its black 
and red walls : on the other, the miserable, black-loo king-
city, with hordes of large black birds^ called sopilotes, 
hovering: over some dead carcass, or flyipg heavily along 
in search of carrion. Still, as the goal of :our voyage, 
even its dreary aspect was welcome, and the very hjlls of 
red sand by which it is surrounded, and which,look like 
the deserts of Arabia, appeared inviting. 

A boat full of cocked hats was now seen approaching 
from the city, containing the Consul in full uniform, and 
other authorities. C n having sent for and obtained 
permission from the Governor, to permit the Jason, con
trary to established usages, to anchor beneath th.e castle, 
a salute of twenty guns was fired from our ship. Being 
upon deck, I was nearly suffocated with smoke and 
powder. A snliito of tin; sume number of cannon was 
then fired from the castle, in honoui*. of the first Spanish 
man-of-war that has appeared in this port , since the 
Revolution. 

And now we prepared, before the sun went down, to 
leave our watery prison; and the captain's boat being 
manned, and having taken leave of the officers, we, that 
is, C n, the commander, and I, and my French maid 
and her French poodle, got into it. Then came a salute 
of twenty guns from the Jason in our honour, and we 
rode off amidst clouds of smoke. Then the fort gave us 
welcome with the same number of guns, and, amidst all 
this cannonading, we were landed at the wharf. 

A singular spectacle the wharf presented. A crowd, as 
far as the eye could reach, of all ages and sexes of Vera 
Cruzians (and a very curious set they seemed to be), were 
assembled to witness his Excellency's arrival. Some had 
no pantaloons; and others, to make up for their neigh
bours' deficiencies, had two pair—the upper slit up the 
side of the leg, Mexican fashion. All had large hats, 
with silver or bead rolls, and every tinge of dark com
plexion, from the pure Indian, upwards. Some dresses 
were entirely composed of rags, clinging together by the 
attraction of cohesion; others had only a few holes to let 
in the air.. All were crowding, jostling, and nearly throw
ing each other into the water, and gazing with faces, of 
intense curiosity. . . 

But a plume of coloured feathers was seen towering 
above the copper-coloured crowd, and immediate passage 
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was made for an aide-de-camp from the Governor, General 
Guadalupe Victoria. He was an immensely tall man, in 
a 'showy uniform all covered with gold, with colossal 
epaulets and a towering: plume of rainbow-coloured 
feathers. Ho brought to C — n the welcome and con-
gTfttultttiona t>f lionurul, find Ihueti .Sp/iniuli offorM of 
service 'and devotion which sound agreeably, whatever 
be their true value. 
; We now hegan to move through the crowd, which 

formed^a Hne'on either side to let us pass, and entered 
the: streets of Vera Cruz, which were crowded, balconies 
and all,' and even roofs with curious faces. The guard 
fdrmed as we passed, and struck up a march. The prin
cipal-street is wide and clean, and we reached the house 
oP Señor V -o, a rich merchant, formerly consul, where 
we are to reside, followed to the door by the whole 
population. We were received with great hospitality, and 
found excellent rooms prepared for us. The house is 
immensely large and airy, built in a square as they all are, 
but with that unfurnished melancholy look, which as yet 
this Style of house has to me, though admirably adapted 
to' the climate.1 
: "A guard of honour sent by General Victoria, trotted 
irttó • the courtyard, whose attendance C n declined 
with "thiinks, observing that his mission had for object 
to terminate the coolness hitherto existing between two 
families of brothers; that between members of the same 
family there was nothing to fear, and all compliments 
were unnecessary. 
; I found a German piano in the drawing-room, on which 
I was glad to put my fingers after a month's abstinence. 
A - number of gentlemen came in the evening to visit 
C—•—n. W e were received by this family with so much 
real kindness, that we soon found ourselves perfectly at 
home. We had a plentiful supper—fish, meat, wine, and 
chocolate, fruit and sweetmeats; the cookery, Spanish 
Vera-Cruzif ied. A taste of the style was enough for me, 
garlic and oil enveloping meat, fish, and fowl, with 
pimentos and plantains, and all kinds of curious fruit, 
which I cannot yet endure. Bed was not unwelcome, and 
most comfortable beds we had, with mosquito curtains, 
and sheets and pillows all trimmed with rich lace, so 
universal in Spanish houses, that it is not, as with us, a 
luxury. But the mosquitoes had entered in some un-
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guarded moment,, and they and the heat were -immical to 
sleep. . . . ! i - -

19th.—I opened my eyes this morning on the painting 
of a very lovely .Madonna,, which hung unvalued' and ill* 
framed, in one corner of the apartment. At eight, rose 
mul drofiicd, mui went lo bnmlffnüt. Here, when, tharo 
are two guests whom they wish to distinguish, the gentle
man is placed at the head of the table, and his lady beside 
him- - , 1 • 1.! 1 

To me nothing can. exceed the sadness of the aspect of 
this city and of its, environs—mountains of maving sand, 
formed by the violence of the í north winds, and which, by 
the reflection o f the sun's rays, must greatly increase the 
suffocating heat o f the atmosphere. The scene may 
resemble the ruins of Jerusalem, though without its sub
limity. The. houses seemed blackened by fire; there is 
not a carriage on the streets—nothing but the men with 
the wide trousers slit up the side of the .leg, immense 
hats, and blankets, or sarapes , merely, a closed. blanket, 
more or less fine, with a hole for the head to go through; 
and thq women with.r,eboses, long coloured cotton scarfs, 
or piccqs of ragged stuff, thrown over the head and cross
ing over the left shoulder. Add to this, the sopilotes 
cleaning the streets,—disgusting, but useful scavengers. 
These valuable birds have black feathers,, with gray heads, 
beaks, and feet. They ily in troops, and at night perch 
upon the trees.. They are not republican, nor do they 
appear inclined to declare their independence, having 
kings, to whom it is said they pay so much respect, that 
if one of the royal species arrives at the same time with 
a plebeian sopilote, in sight of a dead body, the latter 
humbly waits till the sovereign has devoured his -share, 
before he ventures to approach. 

A few ladies in black gowns and mantillas called this 
morning, and various men. W e find the weather sultry. 
In summer, with greater heat and the addition of the 
vomitOy it must be a chosen city 1 The principal street, 
where we live, is very long and wide, and seems to have 
many good houses in it. Nearly opposite is one which 
seems particularly well kept and handsome, and where 
we saw beautiful flowers, as we passed. I find it belongs 
to an English merchant. 

There is much deliberation as to the mode in which we 
are to travel to Mexico. Some propose a coach, others a 
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l i t e ra ; others advise us: to take the diligence. While in 
this indecision, we had a visit this morning from a 
remarkable-looking- character, Don Miguel S , agent 
for the diligence office^ in Mexico,' a tall, dark, energetic-
looking1 .iperson. :. He< recommends the diligence, and 
offers,'by accompanying us, ' to ensure our safety from 
accidents. • He appears right. The diligence goes in four 
days, i f it does* not break down. The coach takes any 
time we choose over that; the literas nine or ten days, 
going slowly on mules with a sedan-chair motion. The 
diligence has food and beds provided for it at the inns— 
the others nothing. I am in favour of the diligence. 

The couple from Havana, whom we passed in the 
goleta, have very coolly requested permission to ac
company us to Mexico, " under the protection of the 
Embajador de España." We should set off in select 
company. 

G——n called this morning on General Victoria. Found 
his excellency in a large hall without furniture or orna
ment of any sort, without even chairs, and altogether in 
U Stylo of in or o tlmu rcpubHcim simplicity. He h:is just 
returned the visit, accompanied by his colossal aide-de
camp, 

General Guadalupe Victoria is perhaps the lyst man in 
a crowd whom one would fix upon as being the owner of 
the above high-sounding cognomen, which in fact is not 
his original, but his assumed name, Guadalupe being 
adopted by him in honour of the renowned image of the 
virgin of that name, and Victoria with less humility to 
commemorate his success in battle. He is an honest, 
plain, down-looking citizen, lame and tall, somewhat at a 
loss for conversation, apparently amiable and good-
natured, but certainly neither courtier nor orator; a man 
of undeniable bravery, capable of supporting almost in
credible hardships, humane, and who has always proved 
himacilf u aineere lover of wlml. lit; considered liberty, 
without ever having been actuated by ambitious or 
interested motives. 
. Jt is said that his defects were indolence, want of 
resolution, and too miich reliance on his own knowledge. 
He. is the only Mexican president who finished as chief 
magistrate, the term prescribed by the laws. It is 
alleged, in proof of his simplicity, though I think it is too 
absurd to be true, that having received a despatch with 
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.therí>ti*o>headed eagle on the seal, he remarked to the 
astonished envoy who delivered it—-"Our arms are very 
much alilce, only I see that his majesty's: eagles have two 
heáds.: ,1 have heard that some of that species exist here, 
in tierre caliente, and shall have one sent for." 

The general is not married, but appears rather desirous 
of entering the united state. He istrongly • recommends 
us to avoid broken bones by going it literas, at least as 
far as Jalapa. Having stumbled about for some time in-
search of lais cocked-hat, .it was handed to him by his 
aide-de-camp, and he took leave. 

We walked out in the evening to take a look of the 
environs, with Scfior V o, the commander of the 
Jason, and several young ladies of the house, W e walked 
in the direction of an old church, where it is or was the 
custom for young ladies desirous of being married to 
throw a stone at the saint, their fortune depending aipon 
the stone's hitting him, so.that he is in a lapidated and 
dilapidated condition. Such environs ! the surrounding 
houses black with smoke of powder or with fire—a view 
of bun: red sandhills all round—not a tree, or shrub, or 
ilowor, ur bird, except I he horrid black sopiloLe, or police-
olliccr, AU looks as if the prophet- Jeremiah had passed 
through the city denouncing woe to the dwellers thereof. 
Such a melancholy, wholly deserted-looking burial-ground 
as we saw ! 

War and revolutions have no doubt done their -work, 
yet I find difficulty in believing those who speak of Vera 
Cruz as having been a gay and delightful residence in 
former days, though even now, those who have resided 
here for any length of time, even foreigners, almost in
variably become attached to it; and as for those born here, 
they are the truest of patriots, holding up Vera Cruz as 
superior to all other parts of the world. . : 

The city was founded by the Viceroy, ' Count de 
Monterey, at the end of the seventeenth century, ;and 
ought not to be confounded, as it sometimes is, with 
either of the two colonies founded by the first Spaniards. 
Built in front of the island of San Juan de Ulua, it has one 
interesting recollection attached to it, since on the same 
arid shores, Cortes disembarked more than three centuries 
ago. Unlike the green and fertile coast which gladdened 
the. eyes of Columbus, the Spanish conqueror beheld a 
bleak and burning desert, whose cheerless aspect might 



30 Li fe i n Mexico: 
well havcideterced a feebler mind from- §oing)tfurthe»ib 
ge^rch of the piuradise t h a t existed behind. , h->Haii»oia* 

• W e returned.to the house,: and: heard some Jádiesiplay 
iipOD a harp, .so called, a- smal l , light instrumfeit ialfthatj 
form, b u t without pedals, BO light, that they •••cant tifo 'it' 
with one hand; and y.et the music they bring from i t is 
surprising;. one .air after another, a little monotonously, 
•but with great ease and u. certain execution, and with the 
additional merit of being self-taught. 

.1 imagine that there must be a great deal of musical 
taste thrown away here. There are pianos in almost 
every house, and one lady, who came to see me to-day, 
aad whose mother was E n g l i s h , had been extremely well 
taught, and played with great taste. They attempted 
dancing, but having no masters , can only learn by what 
they h e a r . On the balcony this evening, it was delightful, 
and tl|e jnoon is a universal beautifier. 

. ^ i B t . - i - W e walked about the city yesterday, and re
turned visits. The streets are clean, and some few 
churches tolerably handsome. 

> The ¡Cómicos came in the morning to offer us the centre 
box' in the theatre, it being the benefit night of Donna 
Inocencia Martinez from Madr id , a favourite of the public, 
andi in fact, a pretty woman and good comic actress. 
The -theatre is small, and, they say, generally deserted, 
but last night it was crowded. The drop-scene represents 
the fine arts, who are so fat, that their condition here 
must be flourishing. W e were, however, agreeably dis
appointed in the performance, which was the " Segunda 
Dama Duende," nearly a translation from the " Domino 
Noir,'' and very amusing-; full of excellent c o u p s - d e -
t h ê â t r e . - Donna Inocencia in her various characters, as 
domino, servant-girl, abbess, etc., was very handsome, 
and acted with great spirit. Moreover, she and her sister, 
with' two Spaniards, danced the Jota- Aragonesa in per
fection, so that we .spent a pleasant evening, upon the 
wiole, within^ the precincts of the city of the True Cross. 
. - i T o r m o r r o w is the day fixed f o r our departure, and we 
sball not be sorry to leave this place, although this house 
is :excellent, a whole suite of rooms given to us , and 
neither ceremony nor g S n o of any sort. The weather is 
certainly beautiful. The heat may be a little oppressive 
in ;the! middle, of the day, but the evenings are cool and 
delightful. „•" • = 
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W e had a visit yesterday from the English and French 

consuls. M. de prophesies broken arms and dis
lodged teeth, \ i we persist in our plan of taking:, the dili
gence,—but all things balanced, we think it preferable to 
every other conveyance. General Victoria .returned. to 
see us this morning, and was very civil and amiable, 
offering very cordially every service and assistance in hi$ 
power. We are to rise to-morrow at two, being, invited 
to breakfast with General Santa Anna, at his country-
seat Manga de Clavo, a few leagues from this. 

W e have been sitting on the balcony till very late, 
enjoying the moonlight and refreshing breeze, from thç 
sea, and as we rise before daybreak, our rest will be but 
short. 
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JALAPA, ^ r d Pecejj iber. 
Y E S T E R D A Y morning; at two o'clock we rose by candle
light, with the pleasant prospect of leaving Vera C r u z 
and of seeing Santa Anna. Two boxes, called carriages, 
drawn by mules, were at the door, to convey us to Magna 
de Clavo. Señor V — — o , C-̂  n, the commander of thp 
Jason, and I being encased in them, we set olí half-
asleep. By; the faint light, we could just distinguish, as 
we passed the gates, and the carnages ploughed their 
way along nothing but sand^sand—as far as .the eye 
could reach; a few leagues of Arabian desert. 

At length we began -to' see symptoms of vegetation; 
occasional palm-trees and flowers, and by the time we had 
reached a pretty Indian village, where wp stopped to 
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change mules, the light had broke in, and we seemed to 
have" boon trnnaportcd, ua if by cndiantmcnt, from a ' 
desert :to a garden. I t w a s altogether a picturesque and 
striking scene; the huts composed of bamboo, and 
thatched with palm-leaves, the Indian women with their 
long black hair standing at the doors with their half- j 
naked children, the mules rolling themselves on the 

!ground,-according to their favourite fushion, snow-while 
goats browsing amongst the palm-trees, and the air so 
soft and balmy, the first fresh breath of morning; the 
dew-drops still glittering- on the broad leaves of the 
banana and palm, and al l around so silent, cool, and still. 

The huts, though poor, were clean; no windows, but 
a certain subdued light makes its way through the leafy 
canes. We procured some tumblers of new milk, and 
having changed mules, pursued our journey, now no 
longer through hills of sand, but across the country, 
through a wilderness of trees and flowers, the glowing 
productions of t i e r r a c a l i e n t e . We arrived about five at 
Manga de Clavo; after passing through leagues of natural 
garden, the property of Santa Anna. 

The house is pretty, slight-looking, and kept in nice 
order.1' We were received by an aide-de-camp in uniform, 
and , by several ofliccrs, and conducted to a large, cool, 
agreeable apartment, wi th little furniture, into which 
flhortly entered the ScAuru de Simla Anna, tall, thin, and, 
at that early hour of the morning, dressed to receive us 
in, clear white muslin, wi th white satin shoes, and with 
very splendid diamond currings, brooch, a n d rings. t5he 
was very polite, and introduced her daughter Guadalupe, 
a miniature of her mamma, in features and costume. 
:.In a little while entered General Santa Anna himself; 

a • gentlemanly, good-looking, quietly-dressed, rather 
melancholy-looking person, with one leg, apparently 
somewhat of an invalid, and to us the most interesting 
personan the group. . H e h a s a sallow, complexion, fine 
dark eyes,- soft and penetrating, ^ and an interesting ex
pression òf-.'face. Knowing^ nothing of his past history, 
one: would have said a philosopher, living in dignified 
retirement^—one who had tried the world, and found that 
all was vanity-^one w h o had suffered ingratitude, and 
who, if he were ever persuaded to emerge from his retreat, 
•would only, do; so, Cincinnatus-like, to benefit his country. 
It is strange, how frequently-this expression of philosophic 
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resig-nation, of placid sadness, is to. be remarked on the 
countenances of I ho deepest, most ambitious, and most 
designing men. C n gave him a letter from the Queen, 
written under the supposition of his being still President, 
with which he seemed much pleased, but merely made 
the innocent observation, " How very well the Queen 
writes I " ' . 

It was only now and then, that the expression of his eye 
was startling, especially when he spoke of his leg, which1 
is cut off below the knee. He speaks of it frequently, 
like Sir John Ramorny of his bloody hand, and when he 
gives an account of his wound, and alludes to the French 
on that day, his countenance assumes that air of bitterness 
which Ramorny's may have exhibited when speaking- of 
"Harry the Smith." 

Otherwise, he made himself very agreeable, spoke a 
great deal of the United States, and of the persons he had 
known there, and in his manners was quiet and gentle
manlike, and altogether a more polished hero than I had 
expected to see. To judge from the past, he will not long 
remain in his present state of inaction, besides having 
within him, according to Zavala, " a principle of action for 
ever impelling him forward.'3 

E n a t t e n d a n t , breakfast was announced. The Señora 
de Santa Anna led me in. C n W$LS placed at the head 
of the labio, 1 on his right, Santa Anna opposite, the 
Señora on my right. The breakfast: was very handsome, 
consisting of innumerable Spanish dishes, meat and. vege
tables, tish and fowl, fruits and sweatmcnts, all served in 
white and gold French porcelain, with coffee, wines, etc. 
After breakfast, the Señora having despatched an officer 
for her cigar-case, which was gold, with a diamond 
latch, offered me a cigar, which I having declined,! she 
lighted her own, a little paper "cigarito," and the gentle
men followed her good example. i 

We then proceeded to look at the out-houses and offices; 
a t the General's favourite war-horse, an old white charger, 
probably a sincerer philosopher than; his master; at several 
g-ame-cocks, kept with especial care, cock-fightiñg.being: a 
favourite recreation of Santa Anna 's ; and;.at "his l i t e r a , 
which is handsome and comfortable. There are no gar
dens, but, as he observed, the whole country,-which'for 
twelve leagues square belongs to him, is a garden.-. The 
appearance of the family says little for the healthiness, of 
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the l o c a l e ; and indeed its beauty and fertility will not 
compensate for its insalubrity. 
. ' As we had but a few hours to spare, the General ordered 
round two carriages, both very handsome, and made in 
the United States, one of which conveyed him and C n, 
the Señora and me. In the other were the little girl and 
the officers; in which order we proceeded across the 
country to the high-road, where the diligence and servants, 
with our guide,1' Don Miguel S were to overtake us. 
The diligence not having arrived, we got down and sat on 
a1 stone bench, in front of an Indian cottage, where we 
talked, while the young lady amused herself by eating 
apples, and C — n and the General remained moralizing 
in the carriage. 

Shortly after, and just as the sun was beginning to give 
us a specimen , of his power, our lumbering escort of 
Mexican soldiers galloped up (orders having been given 
by the government that a fresh escort shall be stationed 
evdry six leagues) and announced the approach of the 
ííiligence. W e were agreeably disappointed by the arrival 
of i a handsome new coach, made in the United States, 
drawn by ten good-looking mules, and driven by a smart 
Yankee coachman. Our party consisted of ourselves, 
Don Miguel, the captain of the Jason and his first lieu-
tenantj : who accompany us to Mexico. The day was 
delightful, i*nd every one apparently in good-humour. W e 
took leave of General Santa Anna, his lady and daughter, 
also of our hospitable entertainer, Señor V o; got 
intb the diligence—doors . shut—all right—lash up the 
mules, and now for Mexico ! 
]•> Gradually, as in Dante's Commedia, after leaving Pur
gatory,^ typified by Vera Cruz, we seemed to draw nearer 
to-Paradise. The road is difficult, as the approach to 
Paradise ought to be, and the extraordinary jolts were 
sufficient to prevent us from being too much enraptured 
by^the scenery, which increased in beauty as we advanced. 
At ...Santa; Fé and Sopilote we changed horses, and at 
ÍFolomé,' one'of the sites of the civil war, came to the end 
pf Santa^Anria'a twelve leaguca .of properly. 
. • . > t W e arrived at Puente Nacional, formerly Puente del 
Rey, celebrated as the scene of many an engagement 
during the Revolution, and by, occupying which, Victoria 
fré^uently i prevented the passage of the Spanish troops, 
and that of the convoys of silver to the port. Here'we 
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stopped .a short time to admire the beautiful bridge thrown 
over :the riyer Antigua, with its. stone arches, W/hich 
brought Mrs. Ward's sketch to my recoHection, /though 
it is very long since I saw the boofc. :We were -accom
panied by the commander of the fort. It is nowia peaceful-
looking scene. W e walked to the bridge, pulled branches 
of large white flowers, admired-the rap^d river ¡dashing 

1 over the rocks/:and the fine, bold scenery that surrounds 
it. The village is a mere collection of huts, .with somtí 
fine trees. 

It was difficult to believe, as we journeyed on, that we 
were now in the midst of December. The .air was ¡soft 
and balmy. The ^eat, without being oppressive, that .of 
a July day in England. The road through a siiccessiop 
of woody country; trees covered with every variety of 
blossom, and loaded with the most delicious tropicpl fruits; 
üowers of every colour filling the air with fragrance, and 
the most fantastical profusion of parasitical plants inter-
twjning the branches of the trees, and Hinging /their 
bright blossoms over every ^bough. Palms, ! cocoas, 
oranges, lemons, succeeded one another, and at one ¿urn 
of the road, down in a lovely green valley, we caught a 
glimpse,of an Indian woman, with her long hair, resting 
under the shade of a lofty tree—beside a running stream^— i 
an > Oriental picture. Had it notibeen for the dust and the * 
jolting, nothing could have been .more delightful. -As for 
Don Miguel, with his head out of the window, ^now 
desiring the coachman to go more quietly, now 'Warning 
us to prepare for a jolt, now pointing out everything worth 
looking at, and making light of diilioulties, he was the 
very best conductor of a journey I ever met with. •His hat 
of itself was a curiosity to us; a white beaver with'immense 
brim, lined with thick silver tissue, .with two ;large silver 
rolls and'tassels round it. • i • -

One circumstance must be observed by all who 'travel 
in Mexican territory. There is not one human 'being or 
tpassing object to be seen that js not in 'itself a picture, • 
or which would not form a good subject for the' pencil. J 
The Indian women with their plnilcd 'hair,1 and little 
.children slung to their backs, their large straw hats,' and 
¡petticoats of two colours—the long - strings ,of arrtèros 
with theiriloaded mules, and swarthy, wild-looking-faces 
•^-the chance horseman who passes with this 'sarape of 
many colours, his high ornamented saddle, Mexican'hat, 
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•silver - stirrups, ¡and leathern boots—this is picturesque. 
Salvator Rosa and Hogarth might have travelled here 

• tQ 'advantage, hand-in-hand; Salvator for the sublime, 
and Hogarth taking him up where the sublime became 
the: ridiculous. 
-.: At L a Calera we had a distant view of the sea. Occa-

, çtonally we stopped to buy oranges fresh from the trees, 
pineapples, and granaditas, which are like Brobdinagian| 
gooseberries, the pulp enclosed in a very thick yellow or 
green rind, and very refreshing. 
. . I t :was about seven in the evening, when very dusty, 
:rather tired, but very much enchanted with all we had 
seen, we arrived at Plan del Rio. Here the diligence 
passengers generally stop for the night; that is, sleep a 
few.hours on a hard bed, and rise at midnight to go on 
to Jalapa.. But to this arrangement, I for one made 
vociferous objections, and strongly insisted upon the pro
priety and feasibility of sleeping at Jalapa that night. 
Don Miguel, (he most obsequious of dons, declared that 
It 'should he exuetly ¡iu the Seiiom onUjrcd. 
, Accordingly it was agreed that we should wait for the 

moqii, and then pursue our. journey; and nionnwhile we 
walked, out to a short distance, to see the bridge, the 
river, i and the wood. The bridge consists of -a single 

- .large;,arch thrown over the river, and communicating 
with a great high-road, formerly paved, but now going 
to ruin. 
• . . tWe returned to the inn, a long row of small rooms, 
built of brick and prettily situated, not far from the water. 
Here we had the luxury of water and towels, which 
.enabled us to get rid of a certain portion of dust before 
we went to supper. 
: , T h e diligence from Jalapa has just deposited at the inn, 
a German with his wife and child, he bearing so decidedly 
the stamp of a German musician, that we at once guessed 
his calling. They are from Mexico, from whence the fine 

.arts .scorn to he taking i heir flight, nnd gave a most 
j wpgful account of the road between this and Jalapa. 
I i ;Wo, had a very tolerable supper; soup, fish, fowls, 
: ¡steaje, and f r i j o l e s , all.well seasoned with garlic and oil. 

The jolting had given me too bad a headache to care for 
more than coffee. We were strongly advised to remain 
the night there, but lazy people know too well what it is 
to rise in the middle of the night, especially when they 
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are much fatigued; and when the moon rose, we packed 
ourselves .once more into the diligence, suflficiently re
freshed to encounter new fatigues.: The, moon wag very 
bright, and most of the party prepiircd, themselves for 
sleep with cigars in their mouths; not a very easy matter, 
for the roads were infamous, a succession of holes land 
rocks. As we were gradually ascending, the . weatHer 
became cooler, and from cool began to grow cold, forcing, 
us to look out for cloaks and shawls. We could now; 
discern some change in the vegetation, or rather a 
mingling of the trees of a colder climate with those of 
the tropics, especially the Mexican oak, which begins to 
flourish here. Fortunately, at one part of the road, the 
moon enabled us to see the captain of the escort lying 
on the ground fast asleep, his horse standing quietly 
beside him, he having fallen off while asleep, and con
tinued his nap. The soldiers shook him up with some 
difficulty. 

At C a r r a l f a l s o we changed mules, and from the bad
ness of the road, continued to go slowly. 

The cold increased, and at last by the moonlight, we 
had a distinct view of the Peak of Orizava, with his white 
nightcap on (excuse the simile, suggested by extreme 
sleepiness), the very sight enough to make one shiver. 

As we approached Jalapa, the scene was picturesque. 
The escort had put on their s a r a p e s , and with their high 
helmets and feathers, went galloping along, and dashing 
amongst the trees and shrubs. Orizava and the Cofre 
de Pcrote shone white in the distance, while a delicious 
smell of flowers, particularly of roses, gave token of the 
land through which we were passing. 

It was nearly two in the morning when we reached 
Jalapa, tired to death, and shivering with cold. Greatly 
we rejoiced as we rattled through its mountainous streets, 
and still more when we found ourselves in a nice clean 
inn, with brick floors and decent small beds, and every
thing prepared for us. The sight of a fire would have 
been too much luxury ; however, they gave us some hot 
tea, and very shortly after, I at least can answer for 
myself, that I was in bed, and enjoying the most delight
ful sleep that I have had since I left New.York. • 

This morning the diligence being at our.disposal we did 
not rise by break of day, but on the contrary, continued 
to sleep till eight o'clock. I was waited on by such a 
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mce¿ civil, clean little old woman, that I should like to 
carry--her off with me. Meanwhile, various authorities 
of the town-were stationed at the door to give C n 
welcome when lie should appear. 
• OUr breakfast was delicious. Such fresh cgr#s, and 
fPÔSll Ulitlm', mui UMUÚ WIITPO MIIU \\*i:l|.)iiinl chicUcax'i 
moreover, such good bread and peculiarly excellent water, 

/'that' we fòll very much in love with Jalapa. 
'A/tfttf breakfast we walked out, accompanied by various 

gentleftien of the place. The town consists of little more 
tifoan a :few> steep' streets, very old, with some large and 
excellent houses, the best as usual belonging to English | 
mèrchants, and many to those of Vera Cruz, who come * 
tpiiíivô' in or near Jalapa, during the reign of the 
'* V õ i r \ Í t o . " ' There are some old churches, a very old 
convert'of Franciscan monks, and a well-supplied market
place. Everywhere there arc flowers—roses creeping 
over the old walls, Indian girls making green garlands 
for fhQ 'Virgin and saints, flowers in the shops, flowers at 
the windows, but, above all, everywhere one of the most 
splenduj fnountaia views in the world. 

•¡The Cofre de Perote, with its dark pine forests and 
gigantic chdst (a rock of porphyry which takes that form), 
and'j the still loftier snow-white peak of Orizava, tower 
above all the others, seeming like the colossal guardians 
of :,the' land. The intervening mountains, the dark cliffs 
apd fertile plains, the thick woods of lofty trees clothing 
thô hills and the valleys; a glimpse of the distant ocean; 
the surrounding lanes shaded by fruit trees: aloes, 
bananas, chirimoyas, mingled with the green liquidambar, 
the flowering myrtle, and hundreds of plants and shrubs 
and flowers of every colour and of delicious fragrance, 
all combintí to form one of the most varied and beautiful 
scenes that the eye can behold. 

Then Jalapa itself, so old and gray, and rose-becovered, 
with a Sound of music issuing from every open door and 
window; and its soft and agreeable temperature, presents, 
even in a few hours, a series of agreeable impressions not 
easily effaced. 

'But we are now returned to our inn, for it Is near noon,, 
and the veil of clouds, that earlier in the morning en
veloped Orizava, has passed away, leaving its white sum
mit! environed by a flood of light. I shall probably have 
no opportunity of writing until, we reach Puebla. 
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P u u u u , i 40u 

Yesterday morning- we took leave of the J a l a p e n o s , and 
once more found ourselves e n r o u t e . Such a view of the 
mountains as we ascended the steep road ! and such 
flowers and I>1ossoniin]£ trees on all sides I Large scarlet 
blossoms, and liun^in^ purple and white ilowertty and 
trees covered with fragrant bell-shaped flowers like lilies) 
whicli the people here call the j l o n p u n d i o , together with a' 
profusion of double pinlc roses that made the air fragra'nt 
as we passed; and liere and there a church, a: ruined 
convent, or a white hacienda. We had the advantage of 
clear weather, not always to be found at Jalapa, especially 
when the north wind, blowing- at Vera Cruz, covers this 
city and its environs with a dense-fog:. 

We stopped at a small village to change horses (for on 
leaving Jalapa, our mules were exchanged for eight strong 
white horses), and here Don Miguel made us enter a very 
pretty house belonging to -some female friends of his, one 
of whom was very handsome, with a tasteful white*turban. 
The curiosity of this place is a rock behind the house, 
covered with roses, clove-carnations, and every variety of 
bright flower-tree, together with oranges, lemons, limes, 
and ccdrats, all growing out of the rock. The ladies were 
very civil, though I dare say surprised at our admiration 
of their December flowers, and gave us orangeade and 
cake, with large ccdrats and oranges from the trees; but 
above a l l , the most delicious bouquet of roses and carna
tions; so that, -together with the unknown scarlet and 
purple blossoms which the captain of the escort had 
gathered for me, the diligence inside looked like an arbour. 

We continued our journey, the road ascending towards 
the tableland, and at one strildng point of view we got out 
and looked back upon Jalapa, and round upon a panorama 
of mountains. Gradually the vegetation changed: fine, 
fresh-looking European herbage and trees succeeded the 
less hardy though more brilliant trees and' flowers of the 
tropics; the banana and chirimoya gave place to the strong 
oak, and higher still, these were interspersed with the 
dark green of the pine. 

At San Miguel de los Soldados we stopped to take some 
refreshment. Thç country became gradually more bleak, 
and before arriving at the village of Las Vigas, nearly 
all trees had disappeared but the hardy fir, which flourishes 
amongst the rocks. The ground for about two leagues 
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was covered with lava, and great masses of black calcined 
rock, so that we seemed to be passing over the crater of 
aivolcano. This purl of lhe eotmtry i.s deservedly called 
the. Mai P a i s , and the occasional crosses with their faded 
garlands, that gleam in these bleak, volcanic regions, give 
token that it may have yet other titles to the name of 
' fEvil Land." The roses and carnations that I had 
brought from Jalapa were still unwithered, so that in a 
few hours we had passed through the whole scale of 
vegetation. 

The road became steep and dreary, and after passing 
C r u z B l a n c a , excepting occasional cornfields and sombre 
pine-forests, the scene had no objects of interest sufficient 
to enable us to keep our eyes open. The sun was set—it 
grew dusk, and by the time we reached Perote, where we 
were to pass the night, most of us had fallen into an 
uncomfortable sleep, very cold and quite stupefied, and too 
sleepy to be hungry, in spite of finding a large supper 
prepared for us. 

The inn was dirty, very unlike that at Jalapa, the beds 
miserable, and we were quite ready to get up by the light 
of an unhappy specimen of tallow which the landlord 
brought to our doors at two in the morning. 

There are some scenes which can never be effaced from 
our memory, and such a one was that which took place 
this morning at Perote at two o'clock, the moon and the 
stars shining bright mul cold. 

Being dressed, I went into the kitchen, where C n, 
the officers of the Jason, Don Miguel, and the Mexican 
captain of the last night's escort, were assembled by the 
light of one melancholy sloping candle, together with a 
suspicious-looking landlord, and a few sleepy Indian 
wpmcn wit!) huro feet, tnnglcd hiiir, eopper faces and 
reboses. They made us some chocolate with goat's milk, 
horrid in general, and rancid in particular. 

i t appeared that all parties were at a standstill, for, by 
some mistake in the orders, the new escort had not arrived, 
and the escort of the preceding night could go no further. 
Don Miguel, with his swarthy face, and great sarape, was 
stalling about, rather out of humour, while the captain 
was regretting, in very polite tones, with his calm, Arab-
looking, impassive face, that his escort could proceed no 
further. He seemed to think it çxtremely probable that 
we should be robbed, believfd, indeed had just heard it 
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asserted, that a party of l a d r o n e s were, looking out . for 
el Señor Ministro, regretted that be could not assist us , 
thowyli quite at our .service, and recommended us to wait 
until the next escort should arrive. 

To this advice our conductor would by no means.listen. 
He. was piqued that any detention should occur, and yet 
aware that it was unsafe to go on. He had promised to 
convey us safely, and in four days, to Mexico, and it was 
necessary to keep his word. Some one proposed that two-
of the men should accompany the diligence upon mules, 
as probably a couple of these animals might be procured. 
The captain observed, that though entirely at our disposal, 
two men could be of no manner of use, as, in case of 
attack, resistance, except with a large escort, was worse 
than useless. Nevertheless it was remarked by some 
ingenious person, that the robbers seeing two, might 
imagine that there were more behind. In short there were 
various opinions. One proposed that they should go on 
the coach, another that they should go in it. , Here I 
ventured to interpose, begging that they might ride on 
mules or go outside, but by no means within. As usual, 
it was as the Señora pleased. 

At length we all collected before the door of the inn, and 
a queer group we must have made by the light of the 
moon, and a nice caricature, I thought to myself, our 
friend Mr. G would have made of us, had he been 
there. 

The diligence with eight white horses and a. Yankee 
coachman, originally, no doubt, called Brown,, but now 
answering to the mellifluous appellation of B r u n o ; A.-
with her French cap, and loaded with sundry mysterious-
looking baskets; Í with cloak and bonnet; C—-—n with 
flreek cap, cloak, and cigar; lhe captiiin of the Jason.also 
with cloak and cigar, and very cold; the lieutenant in his 
navy uniform, taking it coolly; Don Miguel, with • his 
great sarape and silver hat—(six people belonging to five\ 
different countries); the Mexican captain, with his palej 
impassive face and moustaches, enveloped in a very hand
some sarape, and surrounded by the sleepy escort of the 
preceding night; dirty-looking soldiers lounging on the 
ground, wrapped in their blankets; the Indian women and 
the. host of the inn, and a bright moon and starry : sky 
lighting up the whole—the figures in the foreground, and 
the lofty snow-clad mountains, and the dismal old town of 

0 2 
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Perote itself, that looked gray and su l ky at being disturbed 
so early, with its old castle of San Carlos, and cold, sterile 
plains. 

Meanwhile, two soldiers with cloaks and arms had 
climbed up outside of the coach. The captain remarked 
that they could not sit there. Bruno made some reply, 
upon which the captain very coolly drew his sword, and 

' was about to put a very decided impediment to our journey 
by stabbing the coachman, when Don Miguel, his eyes and 
cigar all shining angrily, rushed in between them. 
: High ^vords ensued between him and the captain, and 

the extreme coolness and precision with which the latter 
spoke, was very amusing. It was as if he were rehearsing 
a speech.from a play. "I always speak frankly," said 
Don Miguel, in an angry tone. "And I," said the cap
tain, in a polite, measured voice, "am also accustomed to 
speak my mind with extreme frankness. I regret, how
ever, that I did not at the moment perceive the Señora at 
the door, otherwise," etc. 

•At length the two little men, who .with their arms and 
sarapes looked like bundles of ammunition, and who, half 
asleep, had been by some zealous person, probably by our 
friend Bruno, tumbled upon the diligence like packages, were 
now rolled off it, and finally tumbled upon mules., and "we 
got into the coach. Don Miguel, with his head out of the 
window, and not very easy in his mind, called up the two 
bundles and gave them directions as to their line of con
duct 111 » s t n g u whlfipt:!', UIHI Ilu-y liollrd off, jiriimul will) 
valour, while we very cold and (I answer for myself) rather 
frightened, proceeded on our way . The Ciirl iness of the 
hour was probably our salvation, as we started t w o hours 
before the usual time, and thus gained a march upon the 
gentlemen of the road. 
• .We were not sorry, however, when at our first halting-
place, and whilst we were changing horseti, we descried 

f a company of lancers at full gallop, with a very g o o d -
f looking- officer at their head, coming along the road; 

t h o u g h when first I heard the sound of horses' hoofs, 
clattering along, and, by the -faint light, discerned the 
horsemen enveloped as they were in a cloud of dust, I felt 
sure t ha t they were a party of robbers. The captain 
made , many apologies f o r the delay, and proceeded to 
inform us t h a t the alcaldes of Tepeyagualco, La Ventilla, 
and of some other villages,-whose names I forget, had 
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for twenty days prepared a breakfast in expectation of his 
Excellency's arrival :•—whether twenty breakfasts, or the 
same one cold, or r ê c h a u j f è , we may never know. 

The captain had a very handsome horse, "which he 
caused to c a r a c o l e a r by the side of the diligence, and put 
at my disposal with a low bow, every time I looked a t it. 
He discoursed with C n of robbers and wars, and of 
the different sites which these gentry most affected, and 
told him how his first wife had been shot by following him 
in some engagement, yet how his second wife, invariably 
followed him also. 

Arrived at Tepcyagualco, after having passed over a 
succession of sterile plains covered with scanty pasture, 
an alcalde advanced to meet the diligence, and hospitably 
made C——^n an offer of the before-mentioned twenty 
days' entertainment, which he with many thanks declined. 
Who ate that breakfast, is buried in the past. Whether 
the alcalde was glad or sorry, did not appear. H e 
vanished with a profusion of bows, and was followed by a 
large, good-looking Indian woman, who stood behind him 
while he made his discourse. Perhaps they eat together 
the long-prepared feast; which was at least one of the 
many tributes paid to the arrival of the first messenger 
of peace from the mother-country. 

At L a Ventilla, however, we descended with a good 
appetite, and found several authorities waiting to give 
C n a welcome. Here they gave us delicious chiri-
nioynn, a imü i r u l e i iMn rd , which wc liked Cvon upon a firet 
trial, also granaditas, bananas, sapotes, etc. : Here also I 
first tasted p u l g u e ; and on a first impression it appears 
to me, that íísnectar was the drink in Olympus, w e m a y 
fairly conjecture that Pluto cultivated the maguey in his 
dominions. The taste and smel l combined took me so 
completely by surprise, that I am afraid my look of horror 
must have given mortal offence to the worthy alcalde who 
considers it the most delicious beverage in the world; and 
in fact, it is said, that when one gets over the first shock, 
it is very agreeable. The difficulty must consist in getting 
over it. • 1 

After a tolerable breakfast, hunger making chile and 
garlic supportable, we continued our route; and were 
infornied .that thp robbers, having grown very daring, , arid 
^hç next stage being very dangerous, our escort iwas to be 
doubled. Since we left Perote,.the country had gradually 
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become more dreary, and we had'again g o t into the " m a l 
p a i s , ' * where nothing is to be seen but a few fir-trees and 
pines, dark and stunted, black masses of lava, and an 
occasional white cross to mark cither where a murder has 
been' committed, or where a celebrated' robber has been 
biiried. Of each, Don Miguel gave us a succinct account. 
Soma lines of Childc TTarold suit ibis seem: as if written 

/ for i t : 
•: • " A n d here and there, as 'up lhe crags you spring;. 
! •> • Marie many rude-carved crosses near the path : 

Yet deem not these devotion's of fer ing— 
These arc inemorials f ra i l of [nuiderous wrath ; 

For, wheresoe'er the shr iek ing v ic t im hath 
' ' ' ' : Pour 'd f o i i h his blood beneath the assassin's kni fe, 

J ' . i i . i n ; Some hand erects a cross of mouldering' lath ; 
,<¡, - And grove and glen wi th thousand such are r i fe, 

, Throughout this purple land, where law secures not l i f e . " 

The whole scene was wild and grand, yet dreary and mono
tonous, presenting the greatest contrast possible to our 
first day's journey. The only signs of life to be met with 
were1 the long strings of arríèrôs with their droves of 

' mules, and an occasional Indian hut, with a few miserable 
hálf-tiaked women and children. 
1 J At one small, wild-looking inn, where, very cold and 
miserable, we stopped, some hot wine was brought us, 
which was very acccplublc. The tavern-keeper, for it was 
no mote than- a spirit-shop, if not a robber, had all the 
appearance of one; wild, melancholy, and with a most 
sinister expression of countenance. Salvator never drew 
ii-m'ore bandit-looking figure, as he stood there with his 
blanket and slouched hat, and a knife in his belt, tall and 
thin and muscular, with his sallow visage and his sad, 
fierce eyes. However, he Nlmwed us the in:irks on his 
door, where a' band of twenty robbers had broken in one 
night, and' roljbed some travellers, who were sleeping 
•there, òf a large sum of money. 
( > ( . C n — — n asked him how the robbers treated the women 
when they fell into their power. " L a s s a l u d a n / ' said' he, 
" and sometimes carry them off to the mountains, but 
rarely, and chiefly when they 'arc afraid of their giving 
information against them." • 

• At O j o de A g u a , where we changed horses, we saw 
the accommodations which those who travel in private 
coach or litera must submit to, unless they •brinjj their own 
beds along with them, nnd if stock- of-provisions besides— 
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a common room like a barn, where all must herd together; 
and neither chair, nor table,' nor food to be had. It 
was a solitary-looking- house, standing lonely on the plain, 
with a few straggling sheep nibbling the brown grass i n 
the vicinity. A fine spring of water from which it takes 
its name, and Orizava, which seems to have travelled 
forward, and stands in bold outline against the sapphire 
sky, were all that we saw there worthy notice. 

We changed horsfcs at Nopaluca, Acagete and Amo-, 
soque, all small villages, with little more than the p o s a d a , 
and a few poor houses, and all very dirty. The country, 
however, improves in cultivation and fertility, though the 
chief trees are the sombre pines. Still accompanied by 
our two escorts, which had a very grandiloquent effect, 
we entered, by four o'clock, Puebla de los Angeles, the 
second city to Mexico (after Guadalajara) in the republic, 
where we found very fine apartments prepared for us in 
the inn, and where, after a short rest and a fresh toilet, 
we went out to see what we could of the city before it 
grew dusk, before it actually became what it now is, 
C h r i s t m a s - e v e ! < • • 

It certainly does require some time for the eye to become 
accustomed to the'style of buildingjadopted in the Spanish 
colonies. There is something at first sight exceedingly 
desolate-looking in these great wooden doors, like: those of 
immense barns; the great iron-barred windows, the ill-
paved courtyards, even:the flat roofs; and then the streetsy 
where, though this is a fête-day, we see nothing but groups 
of peasants or of beggars—the whole gives the idea of a 
total absence of comfort. . Yet the streets of Puebla are 
clean and regular, the houses large, the cathedral mag
nificent, and the plaza spacious and handsome. ' 

The ufithudnil w;iy shul, ami is not to be opened till 
midnight mjiss, which I regret the less as we must probably 
return here some day. 

The dress of the Poblana peasants is pretty, especially 
on fêterdays. . A white muslin chemise, trimmed >vith.lace 
round the skirt, neck, and sleeves, which, are' plaited 
neatly; a petticoat shorter than the chemise, and divided 
into two colours, the lower part made generally of a scarlet 
and black stuff, a manufacture of the country, and the 
upper part of yellow satin, with a satin vest of some 
bright colour, and covered with gold 01 silver, open i n 
front, and turned back. This vest may be worn or 
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omittecir as suits the taste of the wearer. It is without 
sleeves, but has straps; the hair plaited in two behind, 
and the plaits turned up and fastened together by a 
diamond ring; long earrings, and all sorts of chains and 
medals and tinkling things worn round the neck. A long, 
broad, coloured sash, something like an oilicer's belt, tied 
behind after going twice or thrice round the waist, into 
which is stuck a silver cigar-case. A small coloured hand
kerchief like a broad ribbon, crossing over the neck, is 
fastened in front with a brooch, the ends trimmed with 
Stiver, and going through the sash. Over all is thrown 
arreboso, not over the head, but thrown on like a scarf; 
.̂nd they wear silk stockings, or more commonly no 

Stockings,. and white satin shoes trimmed with silver, 
•i. iThis is on holidays. On common occasions, the dress is 
the.s^me, but the materials are more common, at least 
the vest with silver is never worn; but the chemise is still 
trimmed with lace, and the shoes are satin. 
,> Christmas-eve in Puebla! The room is filled with 
visitors, who have come to congríitulate C ~n on his 
arrival, and a wonderfully handsome room, it is, to do it 
justice, with chairs and sofas of scarlet stuff. . But I was 
anxious to see s o m e t ] ¡ i n g . As we aV'c to leave Puebla 
Yery early, I am prohibited from going to thp midnight 
mass. > 1 proposed the theatre, where there is to be a 
N a c i m i e n t o , , a representation in figures of various events 
connected with the Birth of Christ; such as the Annuncia
tion, the Holy Family, the Arrival of the Wise Men.of the 
jEast, etc. But after some deliberation, it was agreed that 
this would not do; so finding that there is nothing to be 
done, and tired of polite conversation, I betake myself to 
bed. 
i ' 1 Christmas-day. 

•• It is now about three o'clock, but I was awakened an 
hour ago by the sounds of the hymns which ushered in 
Christmas, morning; and looking from the window, saw, 

Íiy tl^'ffiint light, bands of girls dressed in white,1 singing 
fc''chorus*' thrtmph the streets. 
' jWe have jusr taken chocolate, and, amidst a profusion 

ofj bows and civilities from the landlord, are preparing to 
set off for Mexico. ' " *" 
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MEXICO, 26th December. 

W E left Puebla between four and five in the morning, 
as we purposely made some delay, not wishing to reach 
Mexico too early; and in so doing", acted contrary to the 
advice of Don Miguel, who was generally right in these 
matters. The day was very fine when we set off, though 
rain was predicted. Some of the gentlemen had gone to 
the theatre the night before, to see the N a c i m i e n t o , and 
the audience had been composed entirely of O ^ n t ^ z a , the 
common people, who were drinking brandy an3 smoking; 
so it was fortunate that we had not shown our faces there. 

The country was now flat but fertile, and had on the 
whole more of a European look than any we had yet 
passed through. ' 

At Rio Prieto, a small village, where we changed horses, 
I found that I had been sitting very comfortably with my 
feet in a basket of chirimoyas, and that my bordequins, 
white gown, and cloak, had been all drenched with the | 
milky juice, and then made black by the floor of the 
diligence. 

With no small difficulty a trunk was brought' down, 
and another dress procured, to the great amusement of 
the Indian women, who begged to know if my gown was 
the l a s t f a s h i o n , and said it was " m u y g u a p a " very 
pretty. Here we found good hot •coffee', and it being 
Christmas-day,' every one was cleaned and 'dressed for 
mass. "' ' 

At: Kio Frio; which is about tliirtden leagues from 
Mexico, and where there is a pretty good posada in a 
valley surrounded by woods, we stopped í to dine.' The 
inn was kept by a Bordelaise and her husband,1 who wish 
themselves in Bordeaux twenty times a day.-' Jn front of 
the house some Indians were playing at a curioiis and very, 
ancient game—a sort of swing, resembling " E l " J u e g o de 
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l o s V o l a d o r e s , " "The game of the flyers," much in vogue 
amongst the ancient Mexicans. Our French hostess gave 
lis a good dinner, especially excellent potatoes, and jelly 
of various sorts, regaling us with plenty of stones of 
rpbbprs and robberies and horrid murders all the while. 
Qn leaving Rio Frio, the road became more hilly and 
covered with woods, and we shortly entered the tract 
known by the name of the Black Forest, a great haunt 
for banditti, and a beautiful specimen of forest scenery, 
a succession of lofty oaks, pines, and cedars, with wild 
flowers lighting up their gloomy green. But I confess 
that the impatience which 1 felt to see Mexico, the idea 
that in a few hours we should actually be there, prevented 
mç from enjoying the beauty of the scenery, and made 
the road appear interminable. 

/ I J&ut at length we arrived at the heights looking down 
^ \ ipon the great valley, celebrated in all parts of the world, 

with its framework of everlasting mountains, its snow-
crowned volcanoes, great lakes, and fertile plains, all sur
rounding the favoured city of Montçzuma, the proudest 
t>oa$t of Ills conqueror, once of Spain's many diadems the 
brightest. .' ]?ut the ,day had overcast, nor is this the most 
favourable road for entering Mexico. The innumerable 
spires of the distant city were faintly seen. _ The volcanoes 
wqrQ enveloped in clouds, nil but their snowy summits, 
which' seemed like marble domes towering into the sky. 

1 But as we strained our eyes to look into the vnlley, it all 
1 ftppttHrwl ttf mo I'M HUM' lll¿« ¡I V M U U of tin-. I'wif. limn U ic 

: actual breathing Present. The curtain of Time seemed to 
roll back, and to discover to us the great panorama that 
burst upon the eye of Cortes when he first looked down 
Upon the table-land; the king-loving, God-fearing con
queror, his loyalty and religion so blended after the fashion 
of ancient Spain, that it were hard to say which sentiment 
exercised over him the greater sway. The city of Tenoch-
titlan, standing in the midst of the five great lakes, upon 
verdant and flower-covered islands, a western Venice, with 
thousands of boats gliding swiftly along its streets, long 
line? of low; houses, diversified by the multitudes of 
pyramidal temples, the Teocalli, or hopses of God—canoes 
covering the mirrored lakes—the lofty trees, the flowers, 
and the profusion of water now wanting to the landscape 
—r-the whole fertile valley enclosed by its eternal hills and 
snow-crowned volcanoes—what scenes of wonder and of 
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beauty to burst upon the eyes of these wayfaring 
men ! 

Then the beautiful gardens surrounding" the city, the 
profusion of flowers, and fruit, and birds—the mild bronze-
coloured Emperor himself advancing in the midst of his 
Indian nobility, with rich dress and unshod feet, to receive 
his unbidden and unwelcome guest-—the slaves and the 
gold and the rich plumes, all to be laid at the feet of " H i s 
most sacred Majesty "—what pictures are called up by the, 
recollection of the simple narrative of Cortes, and how 
forcibly they return to the mind now, when, after a lapse 
of throe centuries, wc behold for the first time the city of 
palaces raised upon the ruins of the Indian capital. It 
seemed scarcely possible that we were indeed so near the 
conclusion of our journey, and in the midst of so different 
a scene, only two months minus two days since leaving 
New York and stepping aboard the Norma. How much 
land and sea we had passed over since then ! .How much 
we had seen ! How many different climates, even in the 
space of the last four days ! 

But my thoughts which had wandered three centuries 
into the past, were soon recalled to the present by the 
arrival of an officer in full uniform at the. head of his 
troop, who came out by order of the government , to 
welcome the bearer of the olive-branch from ancient Spairij 
and had been on horseback since the day before, expecting 
our arrival. As it had begun to rain, the officer, Colonel 
Mlfl'in-I Andi'iido, i m cplcd our oflVi'.of (uldnnf Hhcltor in 
the diligence. We had now a great troop galloping along 
with us, and had not gone far. before we¡ perceived that 
in spite of the rain, and.that it already began to grow dusk, 
there were innumerable carriages: and horsemen forming 
an immense crowd, all coming out to welcome us. Shortly 
after the diligence was stopped, and we were requested to 
get into a very , splendid carriage, all crimson and gold, 
with the. arms of the republic, the eagle and nopal, em
broidered in gold on the roof inside, and: drawn by four 
handsome white horses. In the midst,.of this immense 
procession of troops, carnages, and horsemen/ we made 
our entry into the city of Montezuma. , 

The scentíry on this side of Mexico is arid and flat, and 
where the waters of .the Lagunas, covered with their gay 
canoes, once surrounded the city, forming canals through . 
its streets^ we now see melancholy marshy lands, little 
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enlivened by great flights of wild duck and waterfowl. 
But the bleakness of the natural scenery was concealed 
by the gay appearance of the procession—the scarlet and 
gold uniforms, the bright-coloured sarapes, the dresses of 
the gentlemen (most, I believe, Spaniards), with their 
handsome horses, high Mexican saddles, gold-embroidered 
anqueras generally of b lack fur, their Mexican hats orna
mented with gold, i'ii;hly-íui rail jncUuts, pnnluloons witii 
hanging silver buttons, stamped-leather boots, silver 
stirrupsy and graceful mangas with blade or. coloured 
velvet capes. • 
< At the gates of Mexico the troops halted, and three 
enthusiastic cheers were given as the carriage entered. 
It was now nearly dusk, and the rain was falling in 
torrents, yet we met more carriages full of ladies and 
gentlemen, which joined the others. W e found that a 
house, • in-the suburbs at Buenavista, had been taken for 

Jus p r o v i s o i r e m e n t by the kindness of the Spaniards, espe
cially of a rich merchant who accompanied us in the 
carriage, Don M- 1 M——2 del C - o; consequently 
we passed all through Mexico before reaching our destina
tion, always in the midst of the crowd, on account of 
which and of the ill-paved streets we went very slowly. 
Through the rain and the darkness we got an occasional 
faint lamp-light glimpse of high buildings, churches, and 
convents. Arrived at length in the midst of torrents of 
rain, C — — n got out of the carriage and returned thanks 
for his reception^ giving some ounces to the sergeant for 
the soldiers.' We then entered the house, accompanied by 
the Mexican officer, and by a large party of Spaniards. 
( : í W e found the house very good, especially considering 
that it had been furnished for us in eight-and-forty hours, 
and we also found an excellent supper smoking on the 
table; after doing justice to which we took leave of our 
friendsi1 and, very tired, prepared for sleep.' 
•üTho servants and luggage arrived late: They had been 
left with' the diligence, under the guardianship of Don 
Miguel, and it appeared that the robbers had'mingled'with 
the crowd, and followed in hqpes of plunder; insomuch 
that he had been obliged to procure two carriages;' one 
for. the servants, while into another he put the luggage, 
mounting in: front himself to look out J- > Tired, .enough the 
poor man was, and drenched with rain; and we found that 
niuch of this' confusion and. difficulty, which was chiefly 
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caused by the storm and darkness, would have been 
avoided had we left Puebla some hours sooner. 

However, "Al l 's well that ends well." J thought of 
Christmas in " Mcrrie England," and of our family gather
ing's in the olden time, and as if one had not travelled 
enough in the body, began travelling in the mind, away to 
far different, and distant, and long gone-by scenes, fell 
aslei/j) aL length w i t l i my thoughts in Scotland, and 
walvcned in Mexico ! 

By daylight we find our house very pretty, with a large 
garden adjoining, full of flowers, and rosebushes in the 
courtyard, but being all on the ground-floor, it is some
what damp, and the weather, though beautiful, is so cool in 
the morning, that carpets, and I sometimes think even a 
soupçon of fire, would not be amiss. The former we shall 
soon procure, but there are neither chimneys nor grates, 
and I have no doubt a fire would be disagreeable for more 
than an hour or so in the morning. The house stands 
alone, with a large court before it, and opposite to i t 
passes the great stone aqueduct, a magnificent work of the "7 
Spaniards, though not more so, probably, than those which I 
supplied the ancient Tenochtitlan with water. Behind i t * ^ 
we see nothing but several old houses, with trees, so that 
we seem almost in the country. To the.right is one large 
building, with garden and olive-ground, where the E n g 
lish legation formerly lived, a palace in size, since occu
pied by Santa Anna, and which now belongs to Señor 
Perez Galvez; a house which we shall be glad to have, i f 
the proprietor will consent to let it. 

But what most attracts our attention are the curious""! 
and picturesque groups of figures which we see from the 
windows—men bronze-colour, with nothing but a piece of 
blanket thrown round them, carrying lightly on their heads 
earthen basins, precisely the colour of their own skin, so 
that they look altogether like figures of terra cotta : these 
basins filled with sweetmeats or white pyramids-of grease 
( m a n t e q u i l l a ) ; women with rebosos, short petticoats of two 
colours, generally all in rags, yet with a lace border, ap
pearing on their under garmpnt: no stockings, and dirty 
white satin shoes, :rather shorter than their small brown 
feet;, gentlemen on horseback with .their, Mexican saddles 
and sarapes; lounging l é p e r o s , moving bundles of rags, 
coming to the. windows and begging with, a most:piteous 
but false sounding whine, or lying under the arches and 
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lazily inhaling the air and the sunshine, or sitting at the 
door for hours basking in the sun or under the shadow 
of the' wall : Indian women, with their tight petticoat 
of dark stuff and tangled hair, plaited with red ribbon, 
laying f down their baskets to rest, and meanwhile 
deliberately e x a m i n i n g the hair of their eopper-coloured 
offspring. • We have enough to engage our attention for 

1 the' present. 
• Several visitors came early—gentlemen, both Spaniards 
and Mexicans. Señor A z , decidedly the ugliest man 
I ever beheld, with a hump on his back, and a smile of 
most portentous hideosity, yet celebrated for his bonnes 
f o r t u n e s ; Señor de a, Ex-Minister of the Treasury, 
extremely witty and agreeable, and with some celebrity as 
a dramatic writer; Count C a, formerly attached to 
the; bedchamber in Spain, married to a pretty Andalusian, 
and. entirely Mexicanized, his heart where his interests 
are. He is very gentlemanlike and distinguished-looking, 
with good manners, and extremely eloquent in conversa-

V tloii. • I htiiu* him cuitad " i t i co i i s i t cuc i i l c , " mid capricious, 
I but!he has welcomed C—:—n, who knew him intimately 
"in Madrid, with all the warmth of ancient friendship. 

d^We'are told: that a great serenade has been for some 
tijpe! in contemplation, to be given to C—s—n, the 
vyordsi-music, and performance by the young Spaniards 
here. • 

.27th.1—A.day or two must elapse before I can satisfy 
• m y curiosity by going out, while the necessary arrange-

. mehts are making concerning carriage and horses, or mules, 
servants, etc.; our vehicles from the: United States not 
having yet arrived,—nor is it difficult to foresee, even from 
once passing through the streets, that only the more so,lid-
built-'English carriages will stand the wear and tear of a 
Mexican life, and that the comparatively flimsy coaches 
which roll over'the well-paved'streets of New York, will 
not-endure for any length of time. 

( 1 Meanwhile we have constant visits, but chiefly from 
gçntlemen and from Spaniardij, for there is one piece of 
etitjuette, entirely Mexican; nor can I imagine from whence 
derived; by which .it üs ordained that all new arrivals, 
whatever, be their ranlc, foreign ministers not excepted, 
must in solemn print give notice to every: family of any 
consideration in the capital, that they have arrived, and 
offer themselves and their house to their " d i s p o s i c i ó n ; " 
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failing* in which etiquette, the newly^arnved family/will 
remain unnoticed and unknown. Our cards to this, effect 
are consequently being' printed under the auspicçs of 
Count C a. I have, however, received the visits of 
some ladies who have kindly waived this ceremony in my 
favour; and amongst others, from the Dowager and the 
young- Countess of C a ; the eldest a very distinguished 
woman, of great natural talent, one of the true ladies of 
the old school, of whom not many specimens now remain 
in Mexico; the other extremely pretty, lively, and amiable, * 
a true Andalusian both in beauty, and.' wit. ... The • old 
Countess was dressed in black velvet, black blonde man
tilla, diamond earrings and brooch—her: daughter-in-law 
also in black, with a mantilla, and she had a pretty little 
daughter with her, whose eyes will certainly! produce a 
kindling effect on the next generation. . • . . , . ¡. 

They were both extremely kind and • cordial;-if there 
are many such persons in Mexico, we shall have,no reason 
to complain. I hope I am not seeing the cream before the 
milk I • •• '• i -. . 

Some Mcxicim visits appear to me to surpass: in dura
tion all that one can imagine of a visit, rarely lasting' less 
than one hour, and sometimes extending over a greater 
part of the day. And gentlemen, at least,: arrive at no 
particular time. If you are going to breakfast,. they g-o 
also—if to dinner, the same—if you are asleep, they wait 
till you awaken—if out, they call again.:.. Ani indifferent 
sort of man, whose name I did not even, hear,; arrived 
yesterday, a little after breakfast, sat still, 'and walked in 
to a late dinner with u s ! These-should not be called 
visits, but visitations,—though I trust they do not often 
occur to that extent. An open house and an open 'table . 
for your friends, which includes every passing acquaint
ance; these are merely Spanish habits .of hospitalityj 
transplanted. : i • • . ; " ' • • . : . . : < . • : j 

Had a visit from Señor and: his wifc,: very civil, and 
obliging people, always agreeing with eaclvother, and with 
you, and with nil the world, almost to the extentof 
l^olonius to Hamlet. Our conversation reminded, me. off— 
that the whole time they were here. - , , ! .;> :.-;.<• ; 

I have just brought from the1 garden' a lapful of. pink 
roses; clove-carnations, and sweet-peas. Rosetta could.not 
sing here—' •"• • > ' ' -•• ' • ' • .:>." 

"For June and December will never agree." 
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<• T h e weather is lovely, the air fresh and clear, the sky 
one vast expanse of bright blue, without a single cloud. 
Early this morning it was cool, but now, by ten o'clock, 
the air is as soft and balmy as on a summer-day 
with us. 

"28th.-—Day of the memorable serenade. After dinner 
some ladies paid me a visit, amongst others the wife and 

> dnugliicr of the Spunish consul. Señor M—--y» wlm were 
accompanied by the sister of Count A a. They and a 
few gentlemen arrived about six o'clock, and it was said 
that the serenade would not begin till twelve. It may be 
supposed . that our conversation, however agreeable it 
might be, would scarcely hold out that time. In fact, by 
nine o'clock, we were all nearly overcome by sleep, and 
by ten I believe we were already in a refreshing slumber, 
when we were awakened by the sound of crowds assem
bling before the door, and of carriages arriving and stop
ping. Not knowing who the occupants might be, we 
could not invite them in, which seemed very inhospitable, 
as the night, though fine, was cold and chilly. About 
clcvun tlio Count nnd Countess G——u nrrivccl, and the 
Sefiora de G , a remarkably . Jmndsome woman, a 
Spaniard, looking nearly as young as her daughters; also 
the pretty daughters of the proprietress of this house, who 
wpa. a beauty, and is married to her third husband; and 
á» lively little talkative person, the Señora de L — — n , all 
Spanish; and who, some on that account, and others from 
their huabands huving been f o rmer friends of C n't; 
have not waited for the ceremony of receiving cards. 
iGradually, however, several Mexican ladies, whom we had 
sent out to invite, came in. Others remained in their 
carriages, excusing themselves on the plea of their not 
^be'mg en t o i l e t t e . W c had men à discréLion, and the 

• rooms were crowded. 
About midnight arrived a troop of Mexican soldiers, 

¡carrying torches, and a multitude of musicians, both 
amateur and professional, chiefly the former, and men 
carrying music-stands, violins, violoncellos, French horns, 

} etc., together with an immense crowd, mingled with 
numbers of léperos, so that the great space in front of the 
house as far as the aqueduct, and all beyond and along the 
street as far as we could see, was covered with people 
and carriages. W c threw open the. windows, which are 
on a level with the ground, with large balconies and wide 
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iron gratings, and the scene by the torch-light was very 
curious. The Mexican troops holding- lights for the 
musicians, and they of various countries, Spanish, Ger
man, and Mexican; the léperos, with their ragged blankets 
and wild eyes, that gleamed in the light of the torches; 
the ladies within, and the crowd without, all formed a 
very amusing s p e c t a c l e . 

At length the musicians struck up in full chorus, accom
panied by the whole orchestra. The voices were very 
iinc, and the instrumental music so good, I could hardly 
believe that almost all were amateur performers. 

A hymn, which had been composed for the occasion, and 
of which we had received an elegantly-bound copy in the 
morning, was particularly effective. The music was com
posed by Señor Retes, and the words by Señor Covo, both 
Spaniards. Various overtures from the last operas were"* 
played, and at the end of what seemed to be the first act, 
in the midst of deafening applause from the crowd, 
C n made me return thanks from the window in beau
tiful impromptu Spanish ! Then came shouts of " Viva la"* 
España ! " " V i v a Ysabel Segunda I " " V i v a el Ministro 
de Kspíifia! " Great and continued cheering. Then 
C n gave in return, " V i v a la Republica Mex icana!" 
"V iva Bustamcntc! " and the shouting was tremendous. 
At last an Andalusian in the crowd shouted out, " V i v a 
todo el Mundo! " (Long live everybody), which piece of 
wit was followed by general laughter. 

After hot punch and cigars had been handed about out 
of doors, a necessary refreshment in this cold night, the 
music recommenced, and the whole ended with the national 
hymn of Spain, with appropriate , words. A young* 
Spanish girl, whose voice is celebrated here, was then 
entreated by those within, and besecched by those with
out, to sing alone the hymn composed in honour of 
C n, which she naturally felt some hesitation in doing 
before such an immense audience. However, she con
sented at last, and in a voice like a clarion, accompanied 
by the orchestra, sung each verse alone, joined in the 
chorus by the whole crowd. I : give you a copy: 
H i m n o Patr iót ico que varios Españoles, Residentes en México, dedican, 

al Esmo. Sr . Don A C — — dç la B , M in is t ro Plenipoten
ciar io de S. M. C. en lá Repúbl ica, con Mo t i vo de su L legada á 
dicha Capi ta l . . 

Musica del Sr. J . N. DK RETES ; Palabras del Sr. DN. JUAN COVO. 
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CORO. 

Tnuu fm iu 'ü , iumn'o\, 
'J ' lki i i l i iuuja ( j i i l in, 
Y l ibre res¡)¡r 
I,a r a h i a del C M . 

L a augusta Cr is t ina, 
Dt i España embeleso, 
El mas t ierno beso 
l u m n i n u i\ Ysnbol ; 
Y '* Re ina , " le dice, 
" No ia sobre esclavos ; 
Sobre Iberos bravos, 
Sobre un pueblo fiel." 

T r iun famos, amigos, etc. 

Donde está de Carlos 
L a pérfida hueste? 
Un rayo celeste 
Polvo la tornó. 
Rayo que al malvado 
Hund ió en el abismo— 
Rayo que al Carl ismo 
L iber tad lanzó. 

T r iun famos, amigos, etc. 

A l bravo Caudi l lo, 
AI bueno, al valiente, 
Ciñamos la frente 
De mi r to y laurel . 
T u diestra animosa, 
Heroico guerrero, 
T u diestra, Ksfyartero, 
Sojuzgó al in f ie l . 

T r iun famos , amigos, etc. 

VofiniHit nnitinluM 
Nuestras santas leyes; • 
Temblaran los Reyes 
De España al poder. 
Y el cetro de opróbrio, . 
Si empuña un t i rano, 
De su infame mano 
Le Iiarómps c;cr, 

Tnun fam9s , amigos, etc. 

Salud & Ysahela, 
Salud Cr ist ina, ' ' 
Que! el cíelo destina 
La pat r ia á salvar. 
Y el l ibre, corone ; . 
La candida frente ' 
De aquel la inocente 
Que j u ró amparar. . 

Tr iunfamos, ' amigos, etc.! 
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Y tu , mensagero 
Do jmz y ventura, 
Oyo Ia voz puru 
í)e nuestra lealtad. 
Oye los íiccntos 
Que a l cíelo elevamos, 
Oye cual gr i tamos, 
P a t r i a / L i b e r t a d / • 

T r iun famos , amigos, etc. 

Tu el símbolo digno 
Serás, €• i i , 
De g ra la reunion, 
De eterna amistad, 
Que ya, en ambos mundos,' 
I.a insana discordia 
Trocóse en concordia 
Y f ra tern idad. 

T r iun famos , amigos, etc. 

T R A N S L A T I O N . 

Patr iot ic H y m n wh ich various Spaniards, resident in Mexico, dedicate 
to his Excellency Señor Don A C de la B , Min is ter 
Plenipotent iary and Envoy Ext raord inary f r om H . C. M . to the 
Republ ic, to celebrate his a r r i va l in th is Cap i ta l . 

The music by Señor Don J . N . DE R E T E S ; the words by Señor Don 
JUAN COVO. 

CHORUS. 
Let us t r i umph , my fr iends, 
Let us t r i umph at length , 
And let the country of the Cid 
Breathe freely aga in . 

T l i u iiujiUKt Clnl tUlnu, 
The ornament of Spain, 
Impr in ted the most tender kiss 
On the cheek of Isabel. 
A n d " R e i g n , " she said to her, 
" N o t now over slaves, 
Bu t over brave Iberians, 
Over a fa i th fu l people 1 " ' 

Let us t r i umph , my fr iends, etc. 

Where is the perfidious 
A r m y of Cai ios? 
A celestial thunderbolt 
H a s turned i t to dust— ' 
A thunderbolt wh ich plunged 
The wicked one into the abyss—r. . 

• A thunderbolt wh ich L iber ty v 
Launched against Car l i sm. -

Let us t r i u m p h , my fr iends, etc. 
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Of the brave chief, 
Of the good, the val iant . 
Let us g i rd the forehead 
W i t h myrt le and laurul . 
Thy brave r i g h t hand, ' 
Heroic war r io r , 
Thy r i g h t hand, Espartero, 
Subdued the disloyal one. 

Let us t r i umph , my friends, etc. 

Our holy laws 
W i l l be acknowledged. 
And k i ngs w i l l tremble 
A t the power of Spain ; 
And should a tyrant grasp 
The sceptre of opprobr ium, 
From his infamous hand 
We shall cause i t to f a l l . 

Le t us t r i umph , my fr iends, etc. 

Heal th to Isabel la, 
Heal th to Chr ist ina, 

• • . W h o m Heaven has destined 
. T o save the country ; . 

And may he freely c rown 
The whi te forehead 
Of (ho IniioceiU pniicoso 
l i e swore to protect. 

Let us I r i umph , my friends, cíe. 

And thou, messenger 
O f puucu and joy, 
Hear t l io pure voice 
Of our l oya l t y ; 
Hear the accents 
Which we raise to Heaven ; 
Hem- wlu i t wo cry, 
Coun t ry / L i b e r t y / 

Let us t r i umph , m y fr iends, etc. 

Thou , C n, shalt be 
The wor thy symbol 
Of gra te fu l reunion, 
O f eternal fr iendship, 
Wh ich already has changed, 
I n both wor lds. 
Insane discord 
In to concord and f ratern i ty . 

Let us t r i umph , m y fr iends, etc. 

The air was rent with vivas 1 and bravos! as the 
Señorita de F concluded. Her voice was beautiful, 
a n d n f t r r ( l i e f i r s t m o m e n t ' o f embarrassment, she sang 
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with much spirit and enthusiasm. This was the finale 
of the serenade, and then the serenaders were invited 
in, and wore in such numbers that the room would 
scarcely hold them all. More cigars, more punch, more 
giving of thanks. About three o'clock the crowd began 
to disperse, and at length, after those Spanish leaver 
takings, which are really no joke, had ended, Captain 
E ^ Q — — n t and I, all three excessively cold! and 
shivering, having passed the night at the open windows,. 
consoled ourselves with hot chocolate and punch, and 
went to dream of sweet-sounding harmonies. Altogethef, 
it was a scene which I would not have missed for a great 
deal. 

The enthusiasm caused by the arrival of the first 
minister from Spain seems gradually to increase. The 
actors are to give him a " f u n c i ó n e x t r a o r d i n a r i a " in the 
theatre—the matadors a bull-fight extraordinary,' with 
fireworks. . . . But in all this you .must ¡not. suppose1"! 
there is any personal compliment. It is merely intended 
as a mark of good will towards the-'first representative 
of the Spanish monarchy who brings from the mother-
country the formal acknowledgment of Mexican independ-j-
ence. • :• 

L E T T E R T H E ' S E V E N T H 

Début In Mexico—Cathedra l—Temple of the Aztecs—Congregat ion— 
Stone of Sacr i f ices—Palace—Importunate Léperos—Visi t , to the 
President — Countess C a — Street-cries — To r t i l l e r as—Sar to r 
Resartus. 

I MADE my d e b u t in Mexico by going to mass in the 
cathedral. We drove through the Alameda, near; which 
we live, and admired its noble trees, flowers,, and 
fountains, all sparkling in the sun. W e niet but few 
carriages there, an occasional gentleman on horseback, 
and a few solitary-looking people resting on the stone 
benches, also plenty of beggars, and the f o r ç a i s in chains, 
watering the avenues. .We passed through, the Calle San 
Francisco, the handsomest street in Mexico, both as to 
shops and houses (containing, amongst others, the richly-
carved but now half-ruined palace of Yturbide), and which 
terminates in the great square where stand the cathedral 
and the palace. The streets were crowded, it being a 
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holiday;1 and the.purity of "the atmosphere, with the sun 
pouring :down upon the bright-coloured groups, and these 
groups i so picturesque, whether of soldiers or monks, 
peasants or. veiled ladies; the very irregularity of the 
buildings,-the number of fine churches and old convents, 
and overvthing; on so grand a scale, even though touched 
by -the flngm* uf tiino, or IH-UNIUM Ity (lie iron heel of 
revolution, that the attention js constantly kept alive, and 
the'interest excited. 

The' carriage drew up in front of the cathedral, built 
upon the site of part of the ruins of the great temple of 
the. Aztecs; of that pyramidal temple, constructed by 
Aht t i t zo t l i , the sanctuary so celebrated by the Spaniards, 
and. which comprehended with all its different edifices and 
sanctuaries, the ground on which the cathedral now 
stands, . together with part of the plaza and streets 
adjoining. 

;r We are told, that within its enclosure were five 
hundred dwellings, that its hall was built of stone and 
lime, and ornamented with stone serpents. We hear of 
its four great gates, fronting the four cardinal points of 

, its stone-paved court, great stone stairs, and sanctuaries 
1 dedicated to the gods of war; of the square destined for 

religious dances, and the colleges for the priests, and 
seminaries for the priestesses; of the horrible temple, 
whose door was an enormous serpent's mouth; of the 
temple of mirrors and that of shells; of the house set 
apart for the emperor's prayers; of the consecrated 
fountains, the birds kept for sacrifice, the gardens for the 
holy flowers, and of the terrible towers composed of the 
skulls of the victims—strange mixture of the beautiful 

. and the JiorribleJ We are toTcT that five thousanSTpriests 
cliahfed nlgKtTand day in the Great Temple, to the honour 
and in. the service of the monstrous idols, who were 
anointed thrice a day with the most precious perfumes; 
and that of these priests the most austere were clothed in 
black) their long hair dyed with ink, and their bodies 
anointed with tliu UHIIGH uf burnt scorpions and spiders; 
their chiefs were the sons of kings. 

' I t is remarkable, by the way, that their god of war, 
M è j i t U , was said to have been born of a woman, a H o l y 
V i r g i n , - w h o was in the service of the.temple; and that 
when the priests, having knowledge of her disgrace, would 
l i re-- - ' h e r a voice was heard, saying, " F e a r not, 



Cathedral ó / 
mother, for X shall save thy honour and my glory," upon 
which the god was born, with a shield in his left hand, 
an arrow in his rig-ht, a'plume of green feathers, on his 
head, his face painted blue, and his left l e g adorned with 
feathers ! Thus was his g-ig-antic statue represented, 

i There were gods of the Water, of the Earth, of Night, . 
j Fire, nnd I lell; goddesses of Flowers and of Corn ; . there 

were ublaLioiiM offered of bnmd mui ilowcrs and jewels, 
but we arc assured that from twenty to fifty thousand 
liuimm victims were sacrilkcd annually in Mexico alone! 
That these accounts are exaggerated, even though • a 
bishop is among the narrators, we can scarcely doubt; but 
if the tenth part be truth, let the memory of Cortes be^* 
sacred, who, with the cross, stopped the shedding of inno
cent blood, founded the cathedral on the ruins of; the 
temple which had so often resounded with human groans, 
and in the place of these blood-smeared idols > enshrined 
the mild form of the Virgin. i > . 

Meanwhile we entered the Christian edifice, which 
covers an immense space of ground, is of the Gothic form, 
with two lofty ornamented towers, and • is .still J immensely 
rich in gold, silver, and jewels. A balustrade .running 
through it, which was brought from'China, h - said- to 
be very valuable, but seems to me more curious than beau
tiful. It is a composition of brass and silver.; Not a 
soul was in the sacred precincts this morning but miser
able l é p e r o s , in rags and blankets, mingled with womeny. 
in ragged r e b o s o s ; — a t least a sprinkling. of ladies with^" 
mantillas was so very slight, that I do not >think there 
were half a dozen in all. The floor is so dirty, that , one < 
kneels with a feeling of. horror,, and an inward determina
tion to effect as speedy a change-of garments afterwards 
as possible. • Besides, many of toy:Indian neighbour^ were ^ 
engaged in an occupation which I must leave to your 
imagination; in fact, relieving their heads; from the.'pres-
sure of the colonial system,' or rather, eradicating and 
slaughtering the colonists,' who swarm there like the emi
grant Irish in the United States. . I was not porry to find 
myself once more in the pure nlr after mass; and: have 
since been told that, except on peculiar «oca^íons, and .at 
certain hours, few ladies perform their .devotions in the 
cathedral. I shall learn all these particulars in-time. <• 

We saw, as we passed out, the Aztec Calendar,-—a round 
stone covered with hieroglyphics,: which is: still...preserved 
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•anfl fastened on the outside of (he cathedral. We after
wards saw the Stone of Sacrifices, n o w in tlic courtyard 
•<of the university, with a hollow in the middle, in which the 
victim was laid, while six priests, dressed i n red, their 
heads adorned with phmies o f green feathers (they must 
.have looked like macaws), with gold and ^reen earrings, 
.and blue stones in their upper lips, held him down while 
.the chief priest cut open his breast, threw his heart at the 
ifeet of ¡the i d o l , and afterwards put i t into his mouth with 
.a golden :Spoon. They thca cut off his head, to make use 
(of i t in^building the tower of skulls, cat some parts of h i m , 
-arid either burnt the rest, or threw it t o the wild beasts 
who were maintained in the palace. 

.These interesting particulars occurred to us as we 
iooked at ,the stone, and we were ¡not sorry to think that 
i t : is now more .ornamental ithan useful. 

After leaving the cathedral, C n fastened on his 
^orders i n the carriage, as this day was appointed f o r his 
presentation to (the President, and w e drove to the place, 
where I left him, and returned homp. He was received 

' w i t h igreatietiquette, :a band o f music playing i n the court, 
(the : President . in i full uniform, surrounded by all his 
ministers and , aides-de-camp, standing ibefore a thrpne, 
'unilenia ^velvet idais, his feet upon a tabouret, ^he whole 
(being probably the same ias was used .by the viceroys. 
i V i v a . l a R e p u b l i c a ! C n made a discourse to him, and 
iihe made ione i n return, both of .which ;may be found by 

-''."those who aire curious i n these matters, in the D i a r i o of 
•Jthe gist December. . . . 

5 <; oWhilst I am writing a horrible lépero, with great leer-
nngieyes, is looking .at me-through the windows, and per-
'forming the most extraordinary series o f groans, display-
sing at ithe 'Same time ¡a hand with two long fingers, prob-
iably the^other three tied i n . " Señorita ! Señorita 1 For 
íthe¡love o f the ¡rnost .Holy Virg in! For the sake o f the 
: most'pure ¡blood ¡of iGhrist! By the miraculous .Concep-
•tion 1 - " ' The wretch ! Ldare not look up, but I feel that 
î his eyes are ifixed upon a gold .watch and seals lying on 
3the¡ table. That : i s the worst of a ;house on the ground 
!floor, . . . jThore icome more .of them:! A paralytic 
-.wjoman imounted on the back o f a. man with a long beard. 
A sturdy-ílooking ¡individual, who looks as if, were i t ¡not 

(for nthe iron ibars, he would resort t o more, effective 
tmeasures, iis holding u p à / d e f o r m e d foot , which I verily 
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believe is merely fastened back jn some extraordinary 
way. What groans ! what r a g s I what a chorus of whin
ing- ] This concourse is probably owing- to our. having-
sent them some money yesterday. I try to take no notice, 
and write on as if I were deaf. I must walk out of the 
room, without looking behind me, and send the porter to 
disperse them. There are no bell-ropes in these parts. . . . 

I come back again to write, hardly recovered from the 
start that I have just got. I had hardly written the last ( 
words, when I heard a footstep near me, and, looking up, 
lo ! ft here was my friend with the f o o t ^ standing within a 
yard of me, his hand stretched out for alms ! I was so 
frightened, that for a moment I thought of giving him 
my watch, to get rid of him. However, I glided past him 
with a few unintelligible words, and rushed to call the 
servants; sending him some money by the first person who 
came. , The porter, who had not seen hirp pass, is now 
dispersing the crowd. What vociferous exclamations! 
A has come in and drawn the curtains, and I think 
they are going off. 

Yesterday evening I was taken to visit the President-
The palace is an immense building, containing, besides , the 
apartments of the President and his ministers, all the chief 
courts of justice. It occupies one side of the square, but 
is no way remarkable in its architecture. At the end of 
every flight of steps that we mounted we came upon 
lounging soldiers, in their yellow cloaks, and wppien in 
rebosos, standing about. We passed through a hall filled 
with soldiers, into the antechamber, where we were 
received by several aides-de-camp, who conducted us intov 
a ,very well-furnished room, where we sat a;i^w minutes, 
till an officer came to lead us into the reception-room, 
which is a handsome apartment,, about a , hundred: feet 
long, and fitted up with crimson and gold, also well 
lighted. ^General Bustamante, now in plain clothes, gfave^. 
us a very, cordial reception-j • , i 

: He looks like a good man, with an honest, benevolent 
face, frank and simple in his manners, and not at :all íike 
a hero- His conversation was not brilliant, indeed I,do 
not i know, apropos to what, I suppose, to the climate,; but 
it chiefly turned .on m e d i c i n e . There cannot be a greater 
contrast,' both in appearance and reality, (than , between 
him and Santa Anna. There is no lurking devil jn h ' i s \ . 
eye. All is frank, open, and unreserved.. .It. is impossible 
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t o l o o k i n h i s f a c e w i t h o u t b e l i e v i n g - h i m to be a n hones t i: 
a n d w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d m a n . A n u n p r i n c i p l e d b u t c lever W 
w r i t e r h a s s a i d of h i m , t h a t he h a s n o g r e a t c a p a c i t y or j 
s u p e r i o r g e n i u s ; b u t t h a t , w h e t h e r f r o m re f lec t ion o r f rom ] 
s l o w n e s s of c o m p r e h e n s i o n , he i s a l w a y s e x t r e m e l y c a l m 
i n his1 d e t e r m i n a t i o n s : t h a t , b e f o r e e n t e r i n g i n t o any 
p r o j e c t , h e i n q u i r e s a n d c o n s i d e r s deep ly a s to w h e t h e r 
i t ' b e j u s t o r n o t ; b u t t h a t once c o n v i n c e d t h a t it i s or 
a p p e a r s to be s o , h e s u s t a i n s h i s g r o u n d w i t h firmness 
a n d c o n s t a n c y . H e a d d s , t h a t it s u i t s h i m b e t t e r to obey | 

-̂ .v t h a n to c o m m a n d ; f o r w h i c h r e a s o n h e w a s a l w a y s so 
' d e v o t e d a s e r v a n t of the S p a n i a r d s a n d of Y t u r b i d e . 

H e i s s a i d to be a d e v o t e d f r i e n d , i s h o n e s t to a 
p r o v e r b , a n d . persona l ly1 b r a v e , t h o u g h o c c a s i o n a l l y 
de f ic ient in m o r a l e n e r g y . H e i s t h e r e f o r e a n e s t i m a b l e 
m a n , a n d one w h o w i l l do h i s d u t y to the b e s t o f h is 
ab i l i t y , t h o u g h w h e t h e r he h a s s e v e r i t y a n d e n e r g y suf 
ficient fo r t h o s e ev i l d a y s in w h i c h it i s h i s lot to g o v e r n , 
m a y be p r o b l e m a t i c a l . 

H a v i n g m a d e a suf f ic ient ly l o n g v i s i t to h i s E x c e l l e n c y , 
w e w o n t to r e t u r n t h a t of the C o u n t e s s C ~, w h o h a s 
a m a g n i f i c e n t h o u s e , w i t h s u i t e s of l a r g e r o o m s , of w h i c h 
t h e d r a w i n g - r o o m is p a r t i c u l a r l y h a n d s o m e , of i m m e n s e 

. s i z e , the w a l l s b e a u t i f u l l y p a i n t e d , the s u b j e c t s - r e l i g i o u s , 
a n d w h e r e I f o u n d o n e o f B r o a d w o o d ' s finest g r a n d 

1 p i a n o s : B u t a l t h o u g h t h e r e a r e c a b i n e t s i n l a i d w i t h g o l d , 
fine p a i n t i n g s , a n d h u n d r e d s of r i c h a n d c u r i o u s t h i n g s , 

$ o u r ' E u r o p e a n ; e y e s a r e s t r u c k w i t h n u m e r o u s i n c o n s i s t -
, e h c i e s i n d r e s s , s e r v a n t s , e t c . , in a l l of w h i c h t h e r e i s a 

• w a n t of; k e e p i n g v e r y r e m a r k a b l e . Y e t t h i s h o u s e , a n d 
t h e ' one' a d j o i n i n g , w h i c h a l s o b e l o n g s to the f a m i l y , ' a re 
p a l a c e s in1 . v a s t n e s s , ' a n d t h e C o u n t e s s r e c e i v e s m e m o r e 
ás' i f I ' w e r e h e r d a u g h t e r , ' t h a n a p e r s o n w i t h w h o m she 
h a s been a c q u a i n t e d b u t a f e w d a y s . 

> • T h e r e a r e a n e x t r a o r d i n a r y n u m b e r of s t r e e t - c r i e s in 
M e x i c o , w h i c h b e g i n a t d a w n a n d c o n t i n u e ti l l n i g h t , pe r 
f o r m e d b y h u n d r e d s of d i s c o r d a n t v o i c e s , i m p o s s i b l e to 
uñdt í rs tanU t i l firot; but S e f l o r 1ms b e e n g i v i n g m e an 
e x p l a n a t i o n of them,' u n t i l I b e g i n to h a v e s o m e d i s t i n c t 
I d e a of t h e i r m e a ' n i n g . ^ ' A t d a w n yo l i are* a w a k e n e d ' b y 
the s h r i l l a n d d e s p o n d i n g c r y of the- C a r b o n e r o ! t h e ' c o a l - I 
m e n , ' " C a r b o n , S e ñ o r ? " w h i c h , a s h e p r o n o u n c e s i t , 

/ s o u n d s ; l i k e " C a r b o s i u ? " T h e n t h e • g r e a s e - m â n t a k e s 
u p the ' s o n g , ' * M a n t e q u i l l a ! - la rd ! l a r d I a t one r e a l a n d 
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a h a l f . " " S a l t b e e f 1 g o o d s a l t b e e f 1" ( " C e c i n a b u 
e n a ! " ) i n t e r r u p t s t h e b u t c h e r i n a h o a r s e v o i c e . " H a y 
c e b o - o - o - o - o - o ? " T h i s i s the p r o l o n g e d a n d m e l a n c h o l y 
n o t e o f the w o m a n w h o b u y s k i t c h e n - s t u f f , a n d s t o p s 
b e f o r e t h e d o o r . T h e n p a s s e s b y the c a m b i s t a , a s o r t o f ^ 
I n d i a n s h e - t r a d e r o r e x c h a n g e r , w h o s i n g s o u t , " T e j o c o t e s ^ 
p o r v e n a s de c h i l e ? " a s m a l l f ru i t w h i c h s h e p r o p o s e s 
e x c h a n g i n g fo r hot p e p p e r s . N o h a r m in t h a t . 

A k i n d of a m b u l a t i n g ped ler d r o w n s the s h r i l l t r e b l e 
o f the I n d i a n c r y . H e c a l l s a l o u d u p o n the p u b l i c to b u y 
n e e d l e s , p i n s , t h i m b l e s , s h i r t - b u t t o n s , t a p e , c o t t o n - b a l l s , 
s m a l l m i r r o r s , e tc . H e e n t e r s the h o u s e , a n d i s q u i c k l y 
s u r r o u n d e d by the w o m e n , y o u n g a n d o l d , o f fe r ing h i m 
t h e ten th p a r t of w h a t h e a s k s , a n d w h i c h , a f t e r m u c h 
h a g g l i n g , he a c c e p t s . B e h i n d h i m s t a n d s the I n d i a n w i t h 
h i s t e m p t i n g b a s k e t s of f ru i t , o f w h i c h he c a l l s o u t a l l 
t h e n a m e s , t i l l the c o o k or h o u s e k e e p e r c a n r e s i s t n o 
l o n g e r , a n d p u t t i n g her h e a d o v e r t h e b a l u s t r a d e , c a l l s 
h i m up w i t h h i s b a n a n a s , a n d o r a n g e s , a n d g r a n a d i t a s , e t c . 

A s h a r p note of i n t e r r o g a t i o n i s h e a r d , i n d i c a t i n g s o m e 
t h i n g tha t is hot , a n d m u s t be s n a p p e d up q u i c k l y be fore 
i t c o o l s . " C o r d i t a s de h o r n a c a l i e n t e ? " " L i t t l e f a t ^ 
c a k e s f r o m the o v e n , h o t ? " T h i s i s in a f e m a l e k e y , 
s h a r p a n d s h r i l l . F o l l o w s the m a t - s e l l e r . " W h o w a n t s 
m a t s f r o m P u e b l a ? m a t s of five y a r d s ? " T h e s e a r e the 
m o s t m a t i n a l c r i e s . 

A t m i d d a y the b e g g a r s b e g i n to be p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r 
t u n a t e , a n d the i r c r i e s , a n d p r a y e r s , a n d l o n g r e c i t a t i o n s , 
f o r m a r u n n i n g a c c o m p a n i m e n t to the o t h e r n o i s e s . T h e n 
a b o v e a l l r i s e s the c r y of " H o n e y - c a k e s ! " " C h e e s e a n d 
h o n e y ? " " R e q u e s ó n a n d g o o d h o n e y ? " ( R e q u e s ó n 
b e i n g a s o r t o f h a r d c u r d , so ld i n c h e e s e s . ) T h e n c o m e 
t h e d u l c e - m e n , the s e l l e r s of s w e e t m e a t s , of m e r i n g u e s , 
w h i c h a r e v e r y g o o d , a n d of a l l s o r t s of c a n d y . " C a r a m e l o s 
de e s p e r m a ! b o c a d i l l o de c o c o ! ". T h e n the l o t t e r y - m e n , 
t h e m e s s e n g e r s of F o r t u n e , w i t h the i r s h o u t s o f " T h e l a s t 
t i c k e t y e t u n s o l d , for h a l f a r e a l 1 " a t e m p t i n g a n n o u n c e 
m e n t to the l a z y b e g g a r , w h o finds it e a s i e r to g a m b l e t h a n 
to w o r k , a n d w h o m a y h a v e th a t s u m h i d a b o u t h i s r a g s . 

T o w a r d s e v e n i n g r i s e s the c r y of " T o r t i l l a s d e c u a 
j a d a ? " " C u r d - c a k e s ? " o r , " D o y o u t a k e n u t s ? " s u c 
c e e d e d b y the n i g h t - c r y of " C h e s t n u t s hot a n d r o a s t e d 1 " 
a n d by t h e a f fec t iona te v e n d o r s of d u c k s ; " D u c k s , o h m y 
s o u l , h o t d u c k s ! " " M a i z e - c a k e s , " e t c . , e t c . A s the: 
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n i g h t w e a r s a w a y , the v o i c e s die off, to r e s u m e n e x t 
m o r n i n g i n f r e s h v i g o u r . 
. T o r t i l l a s , w h i c h a r e t h e c o m m o n food of the p e o p l e , 

a n d w h i c h a r e m e r e l y m a i z e c a k e s m i x e d w i t h a l i t t le l i m e , 
^ a n d of the f o r m a n d s i z e of w h a t w e ca l l s c o n e s , I find 

r a t h e r g o o d w h e n v e r y hot and f r e s h - b a k e d , b u t i n s i p i d 
by tbemHclvcM. T l u i y l u m i b e e n in u s o ni l i tu-ou^li t h i s 
c o u n t r y s i n c e the e a r l i e s t a g e s of i ts h i s t o r y , w i t h o u t a n y 
clinnge in tho m a n n e r o f b n k i n g t h e m , e x c e p t i n g t h a t , 
/or trie noble M e x i c a n s i n f o r m e r d a y s , i h c y u s e d to be 
k n e a d e d w i t h v a r i o u s m e d i c i n a l p l a n t s , s u p p o s e d to r e n d e r 
t h e m m o r e w h o l e s o m e . T h e y a re c o n s i d e r e d p a r t i c u l a r l y 
ptt latuble w i t h c h l l o , to e n d u r e w h i c h , in t h e q u a n t i t i e s in 
w h i c h i t is e a t e n here , i t s e e m s to m e n e c e s s a r y to h a v e 
a t h r o a t l i n e d w i t h t in . 

I n u n p a c k i n g s o m e b o o k s t o - d a y , I h a p p e n e d to t a k e u p 
" S a r t o r R e s a r t u s " w h i c h , b y a c u r i o u s c o i n c i d e n c e , 
o p e n e d of i tse l f , t o m y g r e a t d e l i g h t , a t the f o l l o w i n g 
p a s s a g e : 

M T h e s i m p l e s t c o s t u m e , " o b s e r v e s o u r P r o f e s s o r , " w h i c h 
I a n y w h e r e find a l l u d e d to i n h i s t o r y , i s tha t u s e d a s 
r e g i m e n t a l b y B o l i v a r ' s c a v a l r y , i n the l a t e C o l u m b i a n 
w a r s . A s q u a r e b l a n k e t , t w e l v e feet i n d i a g o n a l , i s 
p r o v i d e d , ( s o m e w e r e w o n t to c u t off t h e c o r n e r s , a n d m a k e 
i t c i r c u l a r ; ) i n the c e n t r e a s l i t i s e f fected, e i g h t e e n i n c h e s 
l o n g ; t h r o u g h t h i s the m o t h e r - n a k e d t r o o p e r i n t r o d u c e s 
h i s h e a d a n d n e c k ; a n d s o r i d e s , s h i e l d e d f r o m a l l w e a t h e r , 
a n d i n ba t t le f r o m m a n y s t r o k e s ( for he r o l l s it a b o u t h i s 
le f t - a r m ) ; a n d n o t on l y d r e s s e d , b u t h a r n e s s e d a n d 
d r a p e r i e d . " H e r e then w e find the t r u e " O l d R o m a n c o n 
t e m p t o f the s u p e r f l u o u s , " w h i c h s e e m s r a t h e r to m e e t the 
a p p r o b a t i o n of t h e i l l u s t r i o u s P r o f e s s o r T e u f e l s d r o c h . 

L E T T E R T H E E I G H T H 

Bal l in Preparation—Agreeable Fami l y—Fine Voices—Theatre— 
Smoking—Cast le of Chapultepec—Viceroy Galvez—Montezuma's 
Cy|)rflBW™Vk'o-Quneii—Viilloy of Mux ln i - -Now Ytutr 's D i i y— 
Open ing pf Congress—Visits f rom the D ip lomat ic Corps—Poblana 
Dress- -^ 'Func t ion ex t rao rd ina r ia "—Thea t re—Vis i t to the Cathe
dra l of Guadalupe—Divine Pa in t ing—l i i shop—Beggars—Mos-

iquitoes* Eggs . 

A GREAT b a l l is to be g i v e n o n the 8 t h of J a n u a r y , in the 
t h e a t r e , for the benef i t o f t h e ' p o o r , w h i c h i s to be u n d e r 



Agreeable Fami ly 67 
the p a t r o n a g e of the m o s t d is t ing -u ished l a d i e s of M e x i c o . 
A f t e r m u c h d e l i b e r a t i o n a m o n g s t l h e p a t r o n e s s e s , i t i s 
d e c i d e d t h a t it s h a l l be a b a l c o s t u m é , a n d I h a v e s o m e 
t h o u g h t s of g o i n g in the P o b l a n a d r e s s , w h i c h I b e f o r e 
d e s c r i b e d to y o u . A s I a m to ld tha t t h e S e ñ o r a G a 
w o r e it a t a ba l l i n L o n d o n , w h e n her h u s b a n d w a s 
m i n i s t e r t h e r e , I h a v e s e n t m y m a i d to l e a r n t h e p a r -
ticuliit. 'i f r o m h e r . 

W e c a l l e d t o - d a y o n a f a m i l y n e a r l y r e l a t e d to the 
C u s , a n d w h o h a v e , boon a l rondy e x c e s s i v e l y k i n d to 
u s ; S e ñ o r A — — d, w h o is m a r r i e d to a d a u g h t e r of D o n 
F r a n c i s c o T a g l e , a v e r y d i s t i n g u i s h e d M e x i c a n . W e «¿r 
f o u n d a v e r y l a r g e , v e r y h a n d s o m e h o u s e , the w a l l s a n d 
roo f p a i n t e d i n the o l d S p a n i s h s t y l e , w h i c h , w h e n we l l 
e x e c u t e d , h a s a n a d m i r a b l e effect. T h e l a d y of the h o u s e , 
w h o is o n l y n i n e t e e n , I took a f a n c y to a t first s i g h t . S h e 
is n o t r e g u l a r l y b e a u t i f u l , but h a s l o v e l y d a r k e y e s a n d 
e y e b r o w s , w i t h fa i r c o m p l e x i o n a n d f a i r h a i r , a n d a n 
e x p r e s s i o n of t h e m o s t p e r f e c t g o o d n e s s , w i t h v e r y a m i a b l e 
m a n n e r s . I w a s s u r p r i s e d by h e a r i n g her s i n g s e v e r a l 
v e r y dif f icult I t a l i a n s o n g s w i t h g r e a t e x p r e s s i o n a n d w o n - * 
d e r f u l f a c i l i t y . S h e h a s a fine c o n t r a l t o , w h i c h h a s been 
c u l t i v a t e d ; b u t s o m e S p a n i s h b a l l a d s , a n d l i t t le s o n g s of 
t h e c o u n t r y , s h e s a n g so d e l i g h t f u l l y , a n d w i t h s o m u c h 
g o o d - n a t u r e a n d r e a d i n e s s , tha t h a d i t not b e e n a first 
v i s i t , I s h o u l d h a v e b e g g e d her to c o n t i n u e d u r i n g h a l f 
t h e m o r n i n g , f i n e v o i c e s a r e s a i d to be e x t r e m e l y c o m 
m o n , a s i s n a t u r a l i n a c o u n t r y p e o p l e d f r o m S p a i n j j a n d 
the o p e r a , w h i l e it l a s t e d , c o n t r i b u t e d g r e a t l y to the 
c u l t i v a t i o n of m u s i c a l t a s t e . 

I n the e v e n i n g w e w e n t to the t h e a t r e . S u c h a t h e a t r e ! 
D a r k , d i r t y , r edo len t o f b a d o d o u r s ; t h e p a s s a g e s l e a d i n g 
to the b o x e s s o i l l - l i g h t e d , th a t o n e i s a f r a i d i n t h e d a r k 
to p i c k o n e ' s s t e p s t h r o u g h t h e m . T h e a c t i n g w a s n e a r l y 
of a p iece- T h e first a c t r e s s , w h o i s a f a v o u r i t e , a n d w h o 
d r e s s e s w e l l , a n d b e a r s a h i g h r e p u t a t i o n for g o o d c o n 
d u c t , is p e r f e c t l y w o o d e n , a n d n e v e r f r i g h t e n e d o u t of her 
p r o p r i e t i e s in t h e m o s t t r a g i c a l s c e n e s . I a m s u r e there 
i s hot a fold d e r a n g e d in h e r d r e s s w h e n she g o e s h o m e . 
B e s i d e s , s h e h a s a m o s t r e m a r k a b l e t r i c k of p u r s i n g up 
h e r m o u t h i n a s m i l e , a n d f r o w n i n g a t the s a m e t i m e w i t h 
t e a r s in h e r e y e s , a s if p e r s o n i f y i n g : a n A p r i l d a y . • I 
s h o u l d l i k e to h e a r h e r s i n g • - ! 

" S a i d a smile to a tear . " - ' 
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T h e r e w a s n o a p p l a u s e , a n d h a l f the b o x e s w e r e empty , 

w h i l s t t h o s e w h o w e r e t h e r e s e e m e d m e r e l y to o c c u p y 
t h e m f r o m the effect of h a b i t , a n d b e c a u s e t h i s is t h e only 
e v e n i n g a m u s e m e n t . T h e p r o m p t e r s p o k e so l o u d , t h a t a s 

" C o m i n g events cast their shadows before," 

e v e r y w o r d w a s m a d e k n o w n to t h e a u d i e n c e i n con f idence , 
b e f o r e it c a m e out u p o n the s t a g e of f ic ia l ly . T h e w h o l e 
p i t s m o k e d , the g a l l e r i e s s m o k e d , the b o x e s s m o k e d , the 
p r o m p t e r s m o k e d , a l o n g s t r e a m of s m o k e c u r l i n g f r o m 
h i$ b o x , g i v i n g s o m e t h i n g o r a c u l a r a n d D e l p h i c to h is 
p r o p h e c i e s . 

" T h e force of smok ing could no further g o . " 

T h e t h e a t r e i s c e r t a i n l y u n w o r t h y of t h i s fine c i t y . 
3 1 s t . — W e h a v e s p e n t the d a y in v i s i t i n g the c a s t l e of 

C h a p u l t e p e c , a s h o r t l e a g u e f r o m M e x i c o , the m o s t 
h a u n t e d by r e c o l l e c t i o n s of al l the t r a d i t i o n a r y s i t e s of 
w h i c h M e x i c o c a n b o a s t . C o u l d t h e s e h o a r y c y p r e s s e s 

I s p e a k , w h a t t a l e s m i g h t t h e y not d i s c l o s e , s t a n d i n g there 
I w i t h the i r l o n g g r a y b e a r d s , a n d o u t s t r e t c h e d v e n e r a b l e 
a r m a , o o u l u r y a f ter c e n t u r y í u i r c a d y o ld vviion M o u t e z u m n 
w a s a b o y , a n d sti l l v i g o r o u s in t h e d a y s of B u s t a m a n t e ! 
T h e r e huu the Uvat o f the A / l e c en iperor f i w a n d e r e d w i th 
h i s d a r k - e y e d h a r e m . U n d e r the s h a d e of these* g i g a n t i c 
t r e e s he h a s r e s t e d , p e r h a p s s m o k e d h i s " t o b a c c o m i n g l e d 
w i t h a m b e i * , " a n d fa l len to s l e e p , h i s d r e a m s u n h a u n t e d by 
v i s i o n s of the s t e r n t r a v e l l e r f r o m the f a r - e a s t , w h o s e sa i ls 
o v c u then m i g l i t ha w i t l i in t%l i l , of (ho nhore . I n l l iese 
t a n k s h e h a s b a t h e d . H e r e w e r e h i s g a r d e n s , • a n d his 
a v i a r i e s , a n d h i s fish-ponds. T h r o u g h these n o w t a n g l e d 
a n d d e s e r t e d w o o d s , he m a y h a v e b e e n c a r r i e d by his 
y o u n g n o b l e s in h i s o p e n l i t ter , u n d e r a s p l e n d i d d a i s , 
s t e p p i n g out u p o n t h e r i c h stuf fs w h i c h h i s s l a v e s s p r e a d 
b e f o r e h i m on the g r e e n a n d v e l v e t tur f . 
• A n d f r o m the v e r y r o c k w h e r e the c a s t l e s t a n d s , h e m a y 

h a v e l o o k e d o u t upon h i s fer t i le v a l l e y a n d g r e a t c a p i t a l ; 
w i t h i ts c a n o e - c o v e r e d l a k e s a n d o u t s p r e a d i n g v i l l a g e s 
a n d t e m p l e s , a n d g a r d e n s of flowers, no c a r e f o r the fu ture 
d a r k e n i n g the b r i g h t v i s i o n 1 

• T r a d i t i o n s a y s , tha t n o w t h e s e c a v e s a n d t a n k s a n d 
w o o d s a r e h a u n t e d b y the s h a d e of the c o n q u e r o r ' s I n d i a n 
l o v e , the f a r - f a m e d D o f i a M a r i n a , b u t I t h i n k s h e w o u l d 
be a f r a i d o f m e e t i n g w i t h the w r a t h f u l s p i r i t o f the I n d i a n 
e m p e r o r . 
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T h e c a s t l e i tse l f , m o d e r n t h o u g h i t be, s e e m s l i k e a 

t r a d i t i o n ! T h e V i c e r o y G a l v e z , w h o bui l t i t , i s o f a b y 
g o n e r a c e ! T h e a p a r t m e n t s a r e lone ly a n d a b a n d o n e d , 
t h e w a l l s f a l l i n g to r u i n , t h e g l a s s of t h e w i n d o w s a n d the 
c a r v e d w o r k of the d o o r s h a v e b e e n s o l d ; a n d s t a n d i n g a t 
t h i s g r e a t h e i g h t , e x p o s e d to e v e r y w i n d th a t b l o w s , it i s 
r a p i d l y f a l l i n g to d e c a y . W e w e r e a c c o m p a n i e d by C o u n t 
C - a , a n d r e c e i v e d by a M e x i c a n g o v e r n o r , w h o r a r e l y 
r e s i d e s t h e r e , a n d w h o v e r y c i v i l l y c o n d u c t e d u s e v e r y 
w h e r e . B u t C h a p u l t e p e c i s not a s h o w - p l a c e . O n e m u s t 
g o t h e r e e a r l y in t h e m o r n i n g , w h e n the d e w is o n t h e 
g r a s s , o r in t h e e v e n i n g , w h e n the l a s t r a y s of the s u n a r e 
g i l d i n g w i t h r o s y l i g h t the s n o w y s u m m i t s of the v o l c a 
n o e s ; a n d d i s m o u n t f r o m y o u r h o r s e , o r s tep o u t o f y o u r 
c a r r i a g e a n d w a n d e r f o r t h w i t h o u t g u i d e o r o b j e c t , o r fixed 
t i m e fo r r e t u r n . 

W e s e t off e a r l y , p a s s i n g o v e r a fine p a v e d r o a d , d i v i d e d 
b y a g r e a t a n d s o l i d a q u e d u c t of n i n e h u n d r e d a r c h e s , 
o n e of the t w o g r e a t a q u e d u c t s b y w h i c h f r e s h w a t e r i s 
c o n v e y e d to the c i t y , a n d of w h i c h the t w o s o u r c e s a r e i n 
t h e hi l l of C I m p u H e n c c , unci in tha t of S a n i a F ¿ ( at a m u c h 
g r e a t e r d i s t a n c e . W h e n w e a r r i v e d , the s l e e p y s o l d i e r s , 
w h o w e r e l o u n g i n g be fore t h e g a t e s , t h r e w t U c m o p e n to 
let the c a r r i a g e e n t e r , a n d w e d r e w u p i n f r o n t o f the 
g r e a t c y p r e s s , k n o w n b y the n a m e of " M o n t e z u m a ' s 
C y p r e s s , " a m o s t s t u p e n d o u s t r e e — d a r k , s o l e m n , a n d 
s t a t e l y , : i t s b r a n c h e s u n m o v e d a s the l i g h t w i n d p l a y e d 
a m o n g s t t h e m , of m o s t m n j e s t i c • h e i g h t , a n d f o r t y - o n e 
fee t i n c i r c u m f e r e n c e . A s e c o n d c y p r e s s s t a n d i n g n e a r , 
a n d of a l m o s t e q u a l s i z e , i s e v e n m o r e g r a c e f u l , ' a n d 
t h e y , a n d a l l t h e n o b l e t r e e s w h i c h a d o r n t h e s e s p e a k i n g 
s o l i t u d e s , a r e c o v e r e d w i t h a c r e e p i n g p l a n t ; r e s e m 
b l i n g g r a y m o s s , h a n g i n g o v e r e v e r y b r a n c h l i k e l o n g 
g r a y h a i r , g i v i n g t h e m a m o s t v e n e r a b l e a n d d r u i d i c a l 
l o o k . 

W e w a n d e r e d t h r o u g h the nob le a v e n u e s , a n d r e s t e d 
u n d e r t h e t r e e s , a n d w a l k e d t h r o u g h t h e t a n g l e d s h r u b 
b e r i e s , b r i g h t w i t h flowers a n d c o l o u r e d b e r r i e s , a n d 
g r o p e d o u r w a y into the c a v e , a n d s t o o d by t h e l a r g e c l e a r 
t a n k , a n d s p e n t s o m e t i m e in t h e old g a r d e n ; a n d then 
g o t a g a i n in to the c a r r i a g e , tha t w e m i g h t be d r a g g e d u p 
t h e p r e c i p i t o u s a s c e n t o n w h i c h s t a n d s t h e c a s t l e , the c o n 
s t r u c t i o n of w h i c h a r o u s e d the j e a l o u s y of the g o v e r n m e n t 
a g a i n s t t h e y o u n g c o u n t , w h o s e t a s t e fo r the p i c t u r e s q u e 
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h a d ; i n d u c e d h i m to c h o o s e t h i s e l e v a t e d site for his 
s u m m e r p a l a c e . 
• j T h e i n t e r i o r w a s n e v e r finished; ye t , e v e n a s it s t a n d s , 

i t c o s t the S p a n i s h g-overnment three h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d 
d o l l a r s . . W h e n we look a t i ts s t r o n g m i l i t a r y capabi l i t i es 
a n d ç o m m a n d i n g p o s i t i o n , fort i f ied w i t h s a l i e n t w a l l s and 
p a r a p e t s t o w a r d s M e x i c o , a n d conta in ing- o n i t s n o r t h e r n 
Bide g r e a t m o a t s a n d s u b L u r r n n e o u s v a u l t s , c i ipab le of 
holding" a v a s t s u p p l y of p r o v i s i o n s , the j e a l o u s y of the 
g o v e r n m e n t , a n d t h e i r s u s p i c i o n s that it w a s a for t ress 
m a s k e d a s a s u m m e r re t rea t , a r e a c c o u n t a b l e e n o u g h . 

, T h e V i c e - Q u e e n G a l v e z , w a s c e l e b r a t e d for he r beauty 
a n d g o o d n e s s , a n d w a s u n i v e r s a l l y a d o r e d i n M e x i c o . A 
s i s t e r l o f ' h e r s > w h o s t i l l s u r v i v e s , a n d w h o p a i d me a v is i t 
the other ; day , - s a y s tha t her b e a u t y chief ly c o n s i s t e d in the 
e x c e e d i n g f a i r n e s s of her c o m p l e x i o n , v e r y f e w blondes 
h a v i n g t h e n been seen in th is p a r t of the w o r l d . 

F r o m .the t e r r a c e that r u n s r o u n d t h e c a s t l e , the v i e w 
f o r m s the m o s t m a g n i f i c e n t p a n o r a m a that c a n be i m a 
g i n e d . T h e w h o l e va l ley of M e x i c o l i e s s t r e t c h e d out as 
m , . a : m a p ; the c i ty i tsel f , w i t h i t s i n n u m e r a b l e c h u r c h e s 
a n d i l d o n v e r j t s ; the t w o g r e a t a q u e d u c t s w h i c h c r o s s the 
plain';(1the a v e n u e s of e l m s a n d p o p l a r s w h i c h lead to the 
C i t y ; t h e : - v i l l a g e s , l a k e s , a n d p l a i n s , w h i c h s u r r o u n d it. 
T o . t h e - n o r t h , thu n i a g n i i i c e n t c a t h e d r a l of O u r L a d y of 
G u a d a l u p e - r - t o the s o u t h , the v i l l a g e s of S a n A u g u s t i n , 
S a n A n g e l , a n d T a c u b a y a , w h i c h s e e m i m b o s o m e d in 
t r e e s , a n d look l ike a n i m m e n s e g n r d e n . A n d if in the 
p l a i n s b e l o w there a r e m a n y u n c u l t i v a t e d fields, a n d m a n y 
b u i l d i n g s f a l l i n g to r u i n , y e t w i t h i ts g l o r i o u s e n c l o s u r e 
pf • m o u n t a i n s , a b o v e w h i c h t o w e r the t w o m i g h t y vo l 
c a n o e s , P o p o c a t p p e t l a n d I z t a c c i h u a t l , the G o g a n d M a g o g 
of the v a l l e y , off w h o s e g i a n t s ides ^ r e a t v o l u m e s of 
m i s t y c l o u d s w e r e r o l l i n g , a n d w i t h i t s t u r q u o i s e s k y 
for e v e r s m i l i n g on the s c e n e , the w h o l e l a n d s c a p e , as 
v i e w e d f r o m th is h e i g h t , i s one of n e a r l y u n p a r a l l e l e d 
b e a u t y . 

• r i s t J a n u a r y , 1 8 4 0 . — N e w Y e a r ' s D a y 1 T h e b i r t h of 
the y o u n g y e a r i s u s h e r e d in b y no r e m a r k a b l e s i g n s of 
f e s t i v i t y . . M o r e r i n g i n g of b e l l s , m o r e c h a n t i n g of m a s s , 
tfayor drosHe* n m o n g s t the putmmtH in the f>trecia, and 
m o r e c a r r i a g e s p a s s i n g a l o n g , a n d the l a d i e s w i t h i n r a t h e r 
m o r e d r e s s e d t h a n a p p a r e n t l y they u s u a l l y a r e , w h e n they 
do n o t i n t e n d to p a y v i s i t s . I n p a s s i n g t h r o u g h the 
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P i a z a th is m o r n i n g , o u r c a r r i a g e s u d d e n l y d r e w u p , a n d 
the s e r v a n t s took off their h a t s . A t t h e s a m e m o m e n t , 
the w h o l e p o p u l a t i o n , m e n , w o m e n , a n d c h i l d r e n , v e n d o r s 
a n d b u y e r s , p e a s a n t a n d s e ñ o r a , p r i e s t a n d l a y m a n , 
dropped o n the i r k n e e s , a p i c t u r e s q u e s i g h t . . P r e s e n t l y 
a c o a c h c a m e s l o w l y a l o n g t h r o u g h the c r o w d , w i t h t h e . 
m y s t e r i o u s JLye p a i n t e d on the p a n e l s , d r a w n by p i e b a l d 
h o r s e s , ancl w i t h p r i e s t s w i t h i n , b e a r i n g the d i v i n e 
s y m b o l s . O n the b a l c o n i e s , in the s h o p s , in the h o u s e s , 
and on the s t r e e t s , e v e r y o n e k n e l t w h i l e it p a s s e d , the 
little bel l g i v i n g w a r n i n g of i ts a p p r o a c h . 

W e w e r e t h e n a t the door of the p a l a c e , w h e r e w e w e n j y 
th is m o r n i n g to see the o p e n i n g of C o n g r e s s , the t w o 
h o u s e s b e i n g i n c l u d e d in t h i s b u i l d i n g . T h e H o u s e of 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , t h o u g h n o t l a r g e , is h a n d s o m e , , a n d i n 
g o o d t a s t e . O p p o s i t e to the p r e s i d e n t i a l c h a i r is a f u l l -
l e n g t h r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of O u r L a d y of G u a d a l u p e . A l l 
r o u n d the h a l l , w h i c h is s e m i c i r c u l a r , are . i n s c r i b e d the 
n a m e s of the h e r o e s of i n d e p e n d e n c e , a n d thflt of the 
E m p e r o r A u g u s t i n Y t u r b i d e i s p l a c e d o n the r i g h t of t h e 
p r e s i d e n t i a l c h a i r , w i t h h i s s w o r d h a n g i n g o n the w a l l ; 
w h i l e o n the lef t of t h ç ch ie f m a g i s t r a t e ' s s e a t there i s a 
v a c a n t s p a c e ; p e r h a p s d e s t i n e d for the n a m e of a n o t h e r 
e m p e r o r . T h e m u l t i t u d e of p r i e s t s w i t h the i r l a r g e 
s h o v e l - h a t s , a n d the e n t r a n c e of the p r e s i d e n t in fu l l u n i 
f o r m , a n n o u n c e d by m u s i c a n d a l l o u r i s h of t r u m p e t s , 
a n d a t tended b y h i s staff , r e n d e r e d it a s a n t i - r e p u b l i c a n -
l o o k i n g a n a s s e m b l y a s one c o u í d . w i s h to see . T h e 
u l jnoHl dct ion i iu JKKI LranrjuiUiLy p r e v a i l e d . , T h e . p r e s i d e n t 
m a d e a s p e e c h in a l o w ancl r a t h e r m o u o t o n o u a t o n e , 
w h i c h in the d i p l o m a t e ' s s e a t , , w h e r e .we . w e r e , w a s 
s c a r c e l y aud ib le . N o l a d i e s w e r e in the h o u s e , m y s e l f j 
e x c e p t e d ; w h i c h I a m g l a d I w a s n o t a w a r e of b e f o r e 
g o i n g , o r I s h o u l d p e r h a p s h a v e s t a y e d a w a y . , 

Y e s t e r d a y I r e c e i v e d v i s i t s f r o m the g e n t l e m e n o f the 
d i p l o m a t i c c o r p s , w h o a r e not in g r e a t n u m b e r s h e r e . 
E n g l a n d , B e l g i u m , P r u s s i a , a n d the U n i t e d S t a t e s , , a r e 
the o n l y c o u n t r i e s a t p r e s e n t r e p r e s e n t e d , S p a i n e x c e p t e d . 
T h e F r e n c h m i n i s t e r h a s n o t a r r i v e d y e t , b u t i s e x p e c t e d 
i n a f e w d a y s . I w a s n o t s o r r y to h e a r E n g l i s h s p o k e n 
o n c e m o r e , a n d to mee t w i t h so g e n t l e m a n l y a p e r s o n g.s 
the m i n i s t e r w h o for the l a s t four teen y e a r s h a s , r e p r e 
s e n t e d o u r i s l a n d i n the R e p u b l i c . H i s v i s i t a n d a l a r g e 
p a c k e t of l e t t e r s j u s t r e c e i v e d f r o m P a r i s a n d f r o m the 
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U n i t e d S t a t e s , h a v e m a d e m e fee! a s i f the d i s t a n c e f r o m 
h o m e w e r e d i m i n i s h e d by o n e - h a l f . 

T h i s m o r n i n g ; a v e r y h a n d s o m e d r e s s w a s f o r w a r d e d 
to m e w i t h the c o m p l i m e n t s o f a l a d y w h o m I d o not 
k n o w , t h e w i f e of G e n e r a l ; w i t h a r e q u e s t t h a t , if I 

. s h o u l d g o to t h e f a n c y b a l l a s a P o b l a n a p e a s a n t , I m a y 
I w e a r t h i s c o s t u m e . I t i s a P o b l a n a d r e s s , a n d very 

' s u p e r b , cons is t ing - o f a p e t t i c o a t o f m a r o o n - c o l o u r e d 
m e r i n o , w i t h g o l d f r i n g e , g o l d b a n d s a n d s p a n g l e s ; an 
u n d e r - p e t t i c o a t , e m b r o i d e r e d a n d t r i m m e d w i t h r i c h l a c e , 
.to c o m e b e l o w it. T h e first p e t t i c o a t i s t r i m m e d w i t h 

•, g o l d u p the s i d e s , w h i c h a r e s l i t o p e n , a n d t ied u p w i t h 
c o l o u r e d r i b b o n . W i t h t h i s m u s t be w o r n a c h e m i s e , 
r i c h l y e m b r o i d e r e d r o u n d , the n e c k a n d s l e e v e s , a n d 
t r i m m e d w i t h l a c e ; a s a t i n v e s t , open in f r o n t , a n d e m 
b r o i d e r e d in g o l d . ; a s i l k s a s h t ied b e h i n d , the ends f r i n g e d 
w i t h g o l d , a n d a s m a l l s i l k h a n d k e r c h i e f w h i c h c r o s s e s 
t h e n e c k , w i t h g o l d f r i n g e . I h a d a l r e a d y a n o t h e r d r e s s 
p r e p a r e d , b u t I t h i n k t h i s i s the h a n d s o m e r of the 
t w o . 

T h e u c t o r s h a v e j u s t cu l l ed to i n f o r m C n , that their 
" f u n c i ó n e x t r a o r d i n a r i a " i n h i s h o n o u r , is to be g i v e n 
o n the t h i r d , t h a t a b o x ia p r e p a r e d for u s , a n d t h a t the 
p l a y is to be " D o n J o h n of A u s t r i a . " 1 

4 t h . — H a v i n g s a t t h r o u g h five a c t s l a s t e v e n i n g i n the 
t h e a t r e , w e c a m e h o m e v e r y t i r ed . T h e p l a y w a s a w f u l l y 
long1, l a s t i n g f r o m e i g h t o ' c l o c k ti l l o n e in the m o r n i n g . 
A t the e n d of the first a c t , the p re fec t a n d o ther d i g n i 
t a r i e s c a m e r o u n d w i t h m u c h p r e c i p i t a t i o n a n d c a r r i e d off 
C n to a l a r g e b o x in t h e c e n t r e , i n t e n d e d for h i m ; 
f o r , not k n o w i n g w h i c h it w a s , w e h a d g o n e to t h a t of 
t h e C o u n t e s s C a . T h e t h e a t r e l o o k e d m u c h m o r e 
d e c e n t t h a n b e f o r e ; b e i n g l i g h t e d u p , a n d the b o x e s h u n g 
w i t h s i l k d r a p e r i e s i n h o n o u r of t h e o c c a s i o n . T h e l a d i e s 
a l s o w e r e in fu l l d r e s s , a n d the b o x e s c r o w d e d , so t h a t one 
c o u l d s c a r c e l y r e c o g n i s e t h e h o u s e . 

T h i s m o r n i n g w e d r o v e o u t to s e e the c a t h e d r a l o f O u r 
L a d y of G u a d a l u p e - : C n in o n e c a r r i a g e w i t h C o u n t 
C ^ a , a n d t h e S e ñ o r a C a a n d I in a n o t h e r , d r i v e n 
by S e f i o r A d , w h o i s a c e l e b r a t e d w h i p ; the c a r r i a g e 
o p e n , w i t h h a n d s o m e w h i t e h o r s e s , J r i s o n e s , a s they h e r e 
c a l l the n o r t h e r n h o r s e s , w h e t h e r f r o m E n g l a n d o r the 

1 Translated f rom the French of Cas imi r Delavigne. 



Divine Paint ing 73 
U n i t e d S t a t e s , a n d w h i c h a r e m u c h l a r g e r t h a n the s p i r i t e d 
l i t t le h o r s e s of the c o u n t r y . A s u s u a l , w e w e r e a c c o m 
p a n i e d by f o u r a r m e d o u t r i d e r s . 

W e p a s s e d t h r o u g h m i s e r a b l e s u b u r b s , r u i n e d , d i r t y , 
a n d w i t h a c o m m i n g l i n g of o d o u r s w h i c h I c o u l d b o l d l y 
c h a l l e n g e t h o s e of C o l o g n e to r i v a l . A f t e r l e a v i n g t h e 
t o w n , the r o a d i s not p a r t i c u l a r l y p r e t t y , b u t i s for,, t h e 
m o s t p a r t a b r o a d , s t r a i g h t a v e n u e , b o u n d e d o n e i t h e r s i d e 
by t r e e s . 

A t G u a d a l u p e , o n the h i l l of T e p a y a c , t h e r e s t o o d , i n j . 
d a y s of y o r e , the T e m p l e of T o n a n t z i n , t h e g o d d e s s of " 
e a r t h a n d o f c o r n , a m i l d de i ty , w h o rejectee} h u m a n 
v i c t i m s , a n d w a s o n l y to be p r o p i t i a t e d by the s a c r i f i c e s 
of t u r t l e - d o v e s , s w a l l o w s , p i g e o n s , e tc . S h e w a s t h e p r o 
t e c t r e s s of t h e T o t o n o q u i I n d i a n s . T h e s p a c i o u s c h u r c h , 
w h i c h n o w s t a n d s a t the foot o f the m o u n t a i n , i s o n e of 
the r i c h e s t i n M e x i c o . H a v i n g p u t o n v e i l s , no b o n n e t s 
b e i n g p e r m i t t e d w i t h i n the p r e c i n c t s of a c h u r c h , w e 
e n t e r e d th is f a r - f a m e d s a n c t u a r y , a n d w e r e d a z z l e d by t h e 
p r o f u s i o n of s i l v e r w i t h w h i c h i t i s o r n a m e n t e d . 

T h e d i v i n e p a i n t i n g of the V i r g i n of G u a d a l u p e , r e p r e 
s e n t s h e r in a b lue c l o a k c o v e r e d w i l h s t a r s , a g a r m e n t o f 
c r i m s o n a n d g o l d , he r h a n d s c l a s p e d , a n d h e r f o o t o n a 
c r e s c e n t , s u p p o r t e d by a c h e r u b . T h e p a i n t i n g i s c o a r s e , 
a n d o n l y r e m a r k a b l e on a c c o u n t o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a t t a c h e d 
to it . 

W e a f t e r w a r d s v i s i t e d a s m a l l c h a p e l , c o v e r e d b y a 
do i i i c , bui l t o v e r 11 b o i l i n g s p r i n g , w h o s e w a t e r s p o s s e s s 
m i r a c u l o u s q u a l i t i e s , a n d b o u g h t c r o s s e s a n d . m e d a l s w h i c h 
h a v e t o u c h e d the h o l y i m a g e , a n d p i e c e s of w h i t e r i b b o n , 
m a r k e d w i t h t h e m e a s u r e of the V i r g i n ' s h a n d s a n d feet . 
W e c l i m b e d (a lbe i t v e r y w a r m ) b y a s t e e p p a t h to t h e t o p 
of the h i l l , w h e r e there i s a n o t h e r c h a p e l , f r o m w h i c h 
t h e r e i s a s u p e r b v i e w of M e x i c o ; a n d b e s i d e it , a s o r t o f 
m o n u m e n t in the f o r m of t h e s a i l s of a s h i p , e r e c t e d by a 
g r a t e f u l S p a n i a r d , to c o m m e m o r a t e h i s e s c a p e f r o m s h i p 
w r e c k , w h i c h h e b e l i e v e d to be o w i n g to t h e i n t e r c e s s i o n 
o f O u r L a d y of G u a d a l u p e . W e t h e n w e n t to the v i l l a g e 
to c a l l o n t h e b i s h o p , t h e Y l u s t r i s i m o S e ñ o r C a m p o s , 
w h o m w e f o u n d in h i s c a n o n i c a l s , a n d w h o s e e m s a g o o d 
l i t t le o ld m a n , b u t no c o n j u r e r ; a l t h o u g h I b e l i e v e h e h a d 
the h o n o u r o f b r i n g i n g u p h i s c o u s i n , S e ñ o r P o s a d a , 
d e s t i n e d to b e A r c h b i s h o p of M e x i c o . W e f o u n d h i m 
q u i e t l y s e a t e d in a l a r g e , s i m p l y - f u r n i s h e d r o o m , a n d 
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a p p à r e n t l y b u r i e d o v e r s o m e h u g e v o l u m e , s o that h e w a s 
n o t a t f i rs t a w a r e of o u r e n t r a n c e . 

A p i c t u r e o f t h e V i r g i n o f G u a d a l u p e h u n g o n t h e w a l l , 
w h i c h G n h a v i n g n o t i c e d , h e o b s e r v e d tha t h e cou ld 
r i Ò f a n s w e r fo r i ts b e i n g a v e r y f a i t h f u l r e s e m b l a n c e , a s 
O j j r L a d y d i d not a p p e a r o f t e n , not s o o f ten a s people 

( s u p p o s e d . T h e n f o l d i n g h i s h a n d s , a n d l o o k i n g d o w n , 
h b p r o c e e d e d to r e c o u n t the h i s t o r y of t h e m i r a c u l o u s 

• a p p a r i t i o n , p r e t t y m u c h a s f o l l o w s : 
T 'In 1531, t en y e a r s a n d four m o n t h s a f te r the c o n q u e s t 

of M e x i c o , , t h e f o r t u n a t e I n d i a n w h o s e n a m e w a s J u a n 
D i e g o , a n d w h o w a s a n a t i v e of C u a t i t l a n , w e n t to the 
s u b u r b of T l a l t e l o l c o to l e a r n the C h r i s t i a n d o c t r i n e w h i c h 
t h e - [ F r a n c i s c a n m o n k s t a u g h t t h e r e . A s h e w a s p a s s i n g 
by the m o u n t a i n of T c p e y a c , t h e H o l y V i r g i n s u d d e n l y 
a p p e a r e d b e f o r e h i m a n d o r d e r e d h i m to g o , i n her n a m e , 
tó ' the b ishops the Y l u s t r i s i m o D . F r . J u a n de Z u m a r -
r a g a , a n d to m a k e k n o w n to h i m that s h e d e s i r e d to h a v e 
a p l a c e of w o r s h i p e r e c t e d in h e r h o n o u r , o n tha t s p o t . 
T h e n e x t d a y t h e I n d i a n p a s s e d by the s a m e p l a c e , w h e n 
a g a i n t h e H o l y V i r g i n a p p e a r e d before h i m , a n d d e m a n d e d 
the!result of h i s c o m m i s s i o n . J u a n D i e g o r e p l i e d , t h a t i n 
S p i t e o f h i s ' e n d e a v o u r s , h e h a d not b e e n ab le to o b t a i n a n 
a u d i e n c e of the b i s h o p . " R e t u r n , " s a i d the V i r g i n , " a n d 
say tha t it i s I, the V i r g i n M a r y , the M o t h e r of G o d , w h o 
s e n d s t h e e . " J u a n D i e g o o b e y e d the d i v i n e o r d e r s , y e t 
s t i l l the b i s h o p w o u l d n o t g i v e h i m c r e d e n c e , m e r e l y 
d e s i r i n g h i m to b r i n g s o m e s i g n o r t o k e n of the V i r g i n ' s 
w i l K H e r e t u r n e d w i t h t h i s m e s s a g e o n t h e t w e l f t h of 
D e c e m b e r ; w h e n , fo r the t h i r d t i m e , h e b e h e l d the a p p a r i -
tlpn^of tho V i r u i n . S h u n o w n o m n m n d e d h i m to c l i m b to 
%Hè top of the b a r r e n r o e k of T c p e y a c , to g u l h c r the ronca 
which h e s h o u l d find t h e r e , a n d to b r i n g t h e m to h e r . T h e 
h u m b l e m e s s e n g e r o b e y e d , t h o u g h w e l l k n o w i n g tha t on 
that s p o t w e r e n e i t h e r flowers n o r a n y t r a c e of v e g e t a t i o n . 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , : h e f o u n d the r o s e s , w h i c h he g a t h e r e d a n d 
b r o u g h t to t h e V i r g i n M a r y , w h o , t h r o w i n g t h e m in to 
his 'Mima, ' s a i d , " R e t u r n , s h o w these to the b i s h o p , a n d 
tell'lhim; tha t t h e s e a r e t h e c r e d e n t i a l s of t h y m i s s i o n . " 
Juan" D i e g o s e t out fo r t h e e p i s c o p a l h o u s e , w h i c h s tood 
òn the g r o u n d o c c u p i e d by the h o s p i t a l , n o w c a l l e d S a n 
Juan - de D i o s ? a n d w h e n h e f o u n d h i m s e l f in the 
p r e s e n c e of the p r e l a t e , he u n f o l d e d h i s t i lma to s h o w 
h i m the r o s e s , w h e n t h e r e a p p e a r e d i m p r i n t e d on it the 
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m i r a c u l o u s i m a g e w h i c h h a d e x i s t e d fo r m o r e t h a n t h r e e 
c e n t u r i e s . 

W h e n the b i s h o p b e h e l d i t , h e was s e i z e d w i t h a s t o n i s h 
m e n t a n d a w e , a n d c o n v e y e d it in a s o l e m n p r o c e s s i o n to 
h i s o w n o r a t o r y , a n d s h o r t l y a f t e r , t h i s s p l e n d i d c h u r c h 
w a s e r e c t e d i n h o n o u r o f the p a t r o n e s s o f N e w S p a i n . 
" F r o m a l l p a r t s o f the c o u n t r y , " c o n t i n u e d the old b i s h o p , 
" p e o p l e flocked i n c r o w d s to s e e O u r L a d y of G u a d a l u p e , 
a n d e s t e e m e d it a n h o n o u r to o b t a i n a s i g h t of h e r . W h a t 
t h e n m u s t be m y h a p p i n e s s , w h o c a n s e e h e r m o s t g r a c i o u s ' 
m a j e s t y e v e r y h o u r a n d e v e r y m i n u t e o f the d a y 1 I w o u l d 
n o t q u i t G u a d a l u p e for a n y o t h e r p a r t of t h e w o r l d , n o r 
fo r a n y t e m p t a t i o n th a t c o u l d be h e l d o u t to m e j " a n d 
t h e p i o u s m a n r e m a i n e d for a f e w m i n u t e s a s if w r a p t in 
e c s t a s y . T h a t h e w a s s i n c e r e in h i s a s s e r t i o n s , t h e r e 
c o u l d be n o d o u b t . A s e v e n i n g p r a y e r s w e r e a b o u t to 
b e g i n , w e a c c o m p a n i e d h i m to the c a t h e d r a l . A n o l d 
w o m a n o p e n e d the door for u s a s w e p a s s e d out . " H a v e 
m y c h o c o l a t e r e a d y w h e n I r e t u r n , " s a i d the bishop, , , 
" S Í , p a d r e c i t o 1 " s a i d t h e o ld w o m a n , d r o p p i n g u p o n h e r 
k n e e s , in w h i c h p o s t u r e s h e r e m a i n e d for s o m e m i n u t e s . 
A s . w e p a s s e d a l o n g the s t r e e t , the s i g h t o f the r e v e r e n d 
m a n h a d the s a m e e f f e c t ; a l l fe l l o n t h e i r k n e e s a s h e 
p a s s e d , p r e c i s e l y as if t h e h o s t , w e r e c a r r i e d . b y , o r t h e 
s h o c k of a n e a r t h q u a k e w e r e felt. . A r r i v e d , a t . . t h e d o o r 
o f t h e c a t h e d r a l , , be g a v e u s h is h a n d , o r r a t h e r h i s 
p a s t o r a l a m e t h y s t , to k i s s . . i , - ; 

T h e o r g a n s o u n d e d fine a s it p e a l e d t h r o u g h the o l d 
c a t h e d r a l , a n d the s e t t i n g s u n p o u r e d h i s r a y s i n t h r o u g h 
t h e G o t h i c w i n d o w s w i t h a r i c h a n d g l o w i n g l igh t . . . T h e 
c h u r c h w a s c r o w d e d w i t h people of t h e v i l l a g e , ; b u t 
cHpcciuJly w i l h l á b a r o s , c o u n t i n g t h e i r b e a d s , a n d s u d 
d e n l y in the m i d s t o f a n " A v e M a r i a i ' u r i s i i n a , " i l i n g i n g 
t h e m s e l v e s a n d t h e i r r a g s in o u r p a t h w i t h a " P o r el a m o r 
de l a S a n t í s i m a V i r g e n ! " a n d if th is d o e s not s e r v e t h e i r 
p u r p o s e , they a p p e a l to y o u r d o m e s t i c s y m p a t h i e s . F r o m 
m e n they e n t r e a t re l ie f " B y the l i fe of the S e ñ o r i t a . " 
F r o m w o m e n , " B y the l i fe o f the l i t t le c h i l d ! " F r o m 
c h i l d r e n it i s " B y the l i fe of y o u r m o t h e r I " A n d a 
m i x t u r e of p ie ty a n d s u p e r s t i t i o u s f e e l i n g m a k e s m o s t 
p e o p l e , w o m e n a t l e a s t , d r a w o u t t h e i r purses.> 

C o u n t C — — a h a s p r o m i s e d to s e n d m e t o - m o r r o w a 
b o x of m o s q u i t o e s ' e g g s , of w h i c h t o r t i l l a s a r e m a d e , 
w h i c h a re c o n s i d e r e d a g r e a t d e l i c a c y . C o n s i d e r i n g 
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m o s q u i t o è s a s s m a l l w i n g e d c a n n i b a l s , I w a s r a t h e r s h o c k e d 
a t the i d e a , b u t they p r e t e n d t h a t t h e s e w h i c h a r e f r o m 
t h e L a g u n a , a r e a s u p e r i o r r a c e of c r e a t u r e s , w h i c h do 
n o t s t i n g . I n f a c t the S p a n i s h h i s t o r i a n s m e n t i o n tha t 
t h e I n d i a n s u s e d to e a t b r e a d m a d e of t h e e g g s w h i c h the 
fly c a l l e d a g a y a c a t l l a i d o n the r u s h e s of t h e l a k e s , a n d 
w h i c h t h e y ( the S p a n i a r d s ) f o u n d v e r y p a l a t a b l e . 

L E T T I i R T H I S N I N T H 

V is i t s : f r om Spaniards—Visi t f rom the President—Disquis i t ion— 
Poblana Dress—Bernardo ti ie Matador—Bul l - f igh t extraordinary 
—Plaza de Toros—Fi reworUs—Por t ra i t of C n—Fancy p a l l — 
Dress—:Costume of the Patronesses—Beauty in Mexico—Doctor 's 
V is i t—Cards of fatre part—Marquesa dc San Roman—Toi le t in 
Morning- Vis i ts of Ceremony—Attempt at Robbery—Murder of 
a . Consu l—La Giüera Rodr iguez—Dr. P l a n — M . de Humbo ld t— 
Anecdote—Former Customs. 

^ .. 5U1 Junuary. 

'YESTERDAY ( S u n d a y ) , a g r e a t d a y h e r e for v i s i t i n g a f te r 
m a s s i s over . W e h a d a c o n c o u r s e of S p a n i a r d s , a l l of 
w h o m s e e m e d a n x i o u s to k n o w w h e t h e r or n o t I i n t e n d e d 
to w e a r a P o b l a n a d r e s s a t the f a n c y b a l l , a n d s e e m e d 

| W o n d e r f u l l y i n t e r e s t e d a b o u t it . T w o y o u n g l a d i e s or 
w o m e n :of P u e b l a , i n t r o d u c e d b y S e ñ o r c a m e to 
prof fe r the i r s e r v i c e s in g i v i n g m e a l l the n e c e s s a r y p a r 
t i c u l a r s , a n d d r e s s e d the h a i r o f J o s e f a , a l i t t le M e x i c a n 
g i r l , to s h o w m e h o w it s h o u l d be a r r a n g e d ; m e n t i o n e d 
s e v e r a l t h i n g s s t i l l w a n t i n g , - a n d to ld m e t h a t e v e r y one 
was m u c h p l e a s e d a t the i d e a of m y g o i n g in a P o b l a n a 
d r e s s . . I w a s r a t h e r s u r p r i s e d th a t e v e r y one s h o u l d 
t roub le t h e m s e l v e s a b o u t i t . A b o u t t w e l v e o ' c l o c k the 
p r e s i d e n t , in f u l l u n i f o r m , a t t e n d e d by h i s a i d e s - d e - c a m p , 
p a i d m e a v i s i t , a n d s a t a b o u t h a l f a n h o u r , v e r y a m i a b l e 
a s u s u a l . S h o r t l y a f t e r c a m e m o r e v i s i t s , a n d j u s t a s w e 
h a d s u p p o s e d t h e y w e r e a l l c o n c l u d e d , a n d w e w e r e g o i n g 
to d i n n e r , w e w e r e to ld t h a t the s e c r e t a r y of s t a t e , the 
m i n i s t e r s of w a r a n d of t h e i n t e r i o r , a n d o t h e r s , w e r e in 

It h e d r a w i n g - r o o m . A n d w h a t d o y o u t h i n k w a s the p u r 
p o r t o f the i r v i s i t ? T o a d j u r e m e by a l l t h a t w a s m o s t 
a l a r m i n g , to d i s c a r d t h e i d e a of m a k i n g m y a p p e a r a n c e i n 
a P o b l a n a d r e s s ! T h e y a s s u r e d u s th a t P o b l a n a s g e n e r 
a l l y w e r e f e m m e s de r i e n , th a t they ' w o r e n o s t o c k i n g s , 
a n d th a t the w i f e of the S p a n i s h m i n i s t e r s h o u l d by n o 
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m e a n s a s s u m e , e v e n f o r o n e e v e n i n g , s u c h a c o s t u m e \ 
I b r o u g h t i n m y d r e s s e s , s h o w e d t h e i r l e n g t h a n d t h e i r 
p r o p r i e t y , b u t in v a i n ; a n d , i n f a c t , a s to the i r b e i n g in 
the r i g h t , t h e r e c o u l d b e n o d o u b t , a n d n o t h i n g b u t a 
k i n d m o t i v e c o u l d h a v e i n d u c e d t h e m to t a k e t h i s t r o u b l e ; 
s o I y i e l d e d w i t h a g o o d g r a c e , a n d t h a n k e d t h e c a b i n e t 
c o u n c i l for the i r t i m e l y w a r n i n g , t h o u g h f e a r i n g , t h a t in 
t h i s l a n d of p r o c r a s t i n a t i o n , it w o u l d be diff icult to p r o c u r e 
a n o t h e r d r e s s for the f a n c y b a l l ; for y o u m u s t k n o w , t h a t 
o u r l u g g a g e i s s t i l l t o i l i n g i t s w e a r y w a y , on t h e b a c k s 
o f m u l e s , f r o m V e r a C r u z to the c a p i t a l . T h e y h a d 
s c a r c e l y g o n e , w h e n S e ñ o r b r o u g h t a m e s s a g e f r o m 
s e v e r a l of the p r i n c i p a l l a d i e s h e r e , w h o m w e d o n o t e v e n 
k n o w , a n d w h o h a d r e q u e s t e d , t h a t a s a s t r a n g e r , I 
s h o u l d be i n f o r m e d of the r e a s o n s w h i c h r e n d e r e d the 
P o b l a n a d r e s s o b j e c t i o n a b l e i n th is c o u n t r y , e s p e c i a l l y o n 
a n y p u b l i c o c c a s i o n l i k e t h i s b a l l . , I . w a s rea l ly t h a n k f u l 
f o r m y e s c a p e . 

J u s t a s I w a s d r e s s i n g for d i n n e r , a n o t e w a s b r o u g h t , 
m a r k e d r e s e r v a d a ( p r i v a t e ) , the c o n t e n t s of w h i c h a p 
p e a r e d to m e m o r e odd t h a n p l e a s a n t . I h a v e s i n c e h e a r d , 
h o w e v e r , t h a t the w r i t e r , D o n José A r n a i z , is a n o l d m a n , 
a n d a s o r t of p r i v i l e g e d c h a r a c t e r , w h o i n t e r f e r e s i n 
e v e r y t h i n g , w h e t h e r it c o n c e r n s h i m or n o t . I t r a n s l a t e 
i t fo r y o u r benef i t . 

" T h e d r e s s of a P o b l a n a i s tha t o f a w o m a n of no c h a r 
a c t e r . T h e l a d y of the S p a n i s h m i n i s t e r i s a l a d y i n e v e r y 
s e n s e of t h e w o r d . H o w e v e r . m u c h s h e m a y h a v e ; c o m 
p r o m i s e d h e r s e l f , s h e o u g h t n e i t h e r t o : g o a s a. P o b l a n a , 

I r io r i n a n y o t h e r c h a r a c t e r b u t h e r owrn^ . S o i s a y s to t h e 
S e ñ o r de C n , José A r n a i z , vvhp e s t e e m s h i m a s m u c h 
a s p o s s i b l e . " 

6 t h . — E a r l y t h i s ; m o r n i n g , t h i s b e i n g ..the. d a y of the 
" b u l l - f i g h t e x t r a o r d i n a r y , " p l a c a r d s - w e r e put1 u p , a s I 
u n d e r s t a n d , o n a l l the c o r n e r s of t h e s t r e e t s , a n n o u n c i n g 
i t , a c c o m p a n i e d b y a p o r t r a i t of C — — n ! C o u n t C — — a 
c a m e s o o n af ter b r e a k f a s t , a c c o m p a n i e d by B e r n a r d o , the 
first m a t a d o r , w h o m h e b r o u g h t to p r e s e n t to u s . I s e n d 
y o u the w h i t e s a t i n note of i n v i t a t i o n , w i t h i ts s i l v e r l a c e 
a n d t a s s e l s , to s h o w y o u h o w beau t i fu l l y they c a n g e t up 
s u c h t h i n g s h e r e . T h e m a t a d o r is a h a n d s o m e b u t h e a v y -
l o o k i n g m a n , t h o u g h s a i d to be, a c t i v e a n d s k i l f u l . T o 
m o r r o w I s h a l l w r i t e y o u a n a c c o u n t of m y first bu l l - f i gh t . 

7 t h . — Y e s t e r d a y , t o w a r d s t h e a f t e r n o o n , t h e r e w e r e 
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g r e a t f e a r s of r a i n , , w h i c h w o u l d h a v e c a u s e d a p o s t p o n e 
m e n t of t h e c o m b a t ; h o w e v e r , the d a y c l e a r e d u p , the bu l ls 
' l i t t je - k n o w i n g ' h o w m u c h t h e i r fa te d e p e n d e d u p o n the 
' c l o u d s . A box in t h e c e n t r e ) w i t h a c a r p e t a n d a s i l v e r 
l a m p , ' h a d been p r e p a r e d fo r u s ; but w e w e n t w i t h o u r 
• f r i ends , t h e C -as , into t h e i r b o x a d j o i n i n g . T h e s c e n e , 
'to 'me e s p e c i a l l y , ' w h o h a v e n o t s e e n t h e m u g n i f i c e n c e of 
t h e M a d r i d a r e n a , w a s a n i m a t i n g a n d b r i l l i a n t i n the 
h i g h e s t d e g r e e . F a n c y a n i m m e n s e a m p h i t h e a t r e , w i t h 
f o u r g r e a t t i e rs o f b o x e s , a n d a r a n g e of u n c o v e r e d s e a t s 
• i n ! f r o n t , the w h o l e c r o w d e d a l m o s t to s u f f o c a t i o n ; the 
boxes1 filled w i t h l a d i e s in fu l l d r e s s , a n d the s e a t s b e l o w 
by g a i l y - d r e s s e d a n d m o s t e n t h u s i a s t i c s p e c t a t o r s ; two 
m i l i t a r y b a n d s o f m u s i c , p l a y i n g b e a u t i f u l a i r s f r o m the 
o p e r a s ; a n e x t r a o r d i n a r y v a r i e t y o f b r i l l i a n t c o s t u m e s , al l 
l i g h t e d u p by the e t e r n a l l y d e e p - b l u e s k y ; l a d i e s a n d 
p e a s a n t s , a n d o i l i c e r s i n fu l l u n i f o r m , — a n d y o u m a y c o n 
c e i v e t h a t it m u s t h a v e b e e n a l t o g e t h e r a v a r i e d a n d 
c u r i o u s s p e c t a c l e . 
1 A b o u t h a l f - p a s t s i x , a flourish of t r u m p e t s a n n o u n c e d 

the p r e s i d e n t , w h o c a m e i n u n i f o r m w i t h h i s staf f , a n d 
took h i s s e a t to the m u s i c o f " G u e r r a I G u e r r a 1 I be l l ic i 
t r o m b i . " S h o r t l y a f t e r the m a t a d o r s a n d p i c a d o r s , the 
f o r m e r ò n foot , t h e la t te r o n h o r s e b a c k , m a d e their- e n t r y , 
s a l u t i n g a l l a r o u n d the a r e n a , a n d w e r e r e c e i v e d w i t h loud 
c h e e r i n g - . 
O - B e r n a r d o ' s d r e s s of b lue a n d s i l v e r w a s v e r y s u p e r b , a n d 
c o s t h i m five h u n d r e d d o l l a r s . T h e s i g n a l w a s g i v e n — t h e 
-gates1,were t h r o w n o p e n , a n d a b u l l s p r a n g in to the a r e n a ; 
n ò t i a g r e a t ; " f i e r c ç - l o o k i n g a n i m a l , a s t h e y a r e i n Spaiñ, ; 
• b u t ¿ ' a ' S m a l l , a n g r y , w i l d - l o o k i n g b e a s t , w i t h a t r o u b l e d 
e y e . 

" T h r i c e sountfs the clarion; lo 1 the eig-nal fulls, 
, > The den expands, and expectation mute 

'••'ã j ' l • . ,P^Pes round the silent circle's peopled walls. 
1 ' Bounds w ^ h one lashing spring the mighty brute, 
" , " ' Andj'wildly staring.'spurns with sounding foot 

. (. ' T h e ^ a n d , 'nor blindly rushes on his foe; 
o i l • : ' Í Hero,•there,-ho noints his threaicniiiff front,, to suit 

; j , Hla flrut filtaclc, wldo wuvlny to and fro 
' H i s angry ta i l ; red rolls his eye's dilated glow." 

•• \ ' 'A p i c t u r e e q u a l l y c o r r e c t a n d p o e t i c a l . T h a t first pose 
Of t h é b ú l l i s s u p e r b I P a s t a , in h e r M e d e a , d id not s u r -
pàsk U. 'x M e a n w h i l e the m a t a d o r s a n d the b a n d e r i l l e r o s 
s h o o k t h e i r c o l o u r e d s c a r f s a t h i m — t h e p i c a d o r s p o k e d 
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a t h i m w i t h the i r l a n c e s . . H e n j s h e d a t the first, a n d 
t o s s e d up the s c a r f s w h i c h they t h r e w at h i m , w h i l e t h e y 
s p r u n g oyer the a r e n a ; g a l l o p e d af ter .the o t h e r s , / S t r i k i n g 
t h e h o r s e s , s o t h a t a l o n g w i t h the i r r i d e r s , thpy . q ç c ^ i p n -
a l l y ro l led i n the d u s t ; b o t h , h o w e v e r , a i m o s t ( , i n s t a n t l y 
r e c o v e r i n g t l j c i r e q u i l i b r i u m , i n w h i c h there is no t i m p j t o 
be l o s t . T h e n t h e m a t a d o r s w o u l d t h r o w f i r e w o r k s , 
c r a c k e r s a d o r n e d w i t h s t r e a m i n g , r i b b o n s , w h i c h s t u c k o n 
h i s h o r n s , a s h e t o s s e d h i s h e a d , e n v e l o p e d h i m j n a b l a z e 
of fire. O c c a s i o n a l l y the p i c a d o r w o u l d c a t c h ho ld o f t h e 
b u l l ' s t a i l , a n d p a s s i n g i t u n d e r h i s o w n . r i g h t l e g , w h e e l 
h i s h o r s e r p u n d , f o r c e t h e b u l l o c k to g a l l o p b a c k w a r d s , 
a n d t h r o w h i m o n h i s f a c e . . !.:, 

M a d d e n e d w i t h pa in , : s t r e a m i n g w i t h , b l o q d , s t u c k fu l l 
of d a r t s , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h fireworks,; t h e u n f o r t u n a t e b e a s t 
w e n t g a l l o p i n g r o u n d a n d r o u n d , p l u n g i n g b l i n d l y at. ? n a n 
a n d h o r s e , a n d f r e q u e n t l y t r y i n g to l e a p the b a r r i e r , . b u t 
d r i v e n b a c k by t h e w a v i n g h a t s a n d s h o u t i n g of , t h e 
c r o w d . A t l a s t , a s h e s t o o d a t b a y , a n d n e a r l y e x h a u s t e d , 
t h e m a t a d o r r a n u p a n d g a v e h i m t h e m o r t a l b l o w , ; c o n 
s i d e r e d a p e c u l i a r p roo f of s k i l l . T h e b u l l s t o p p e d , a s . i f 
h e fel t tha t h i s h o u r w e r e c o m e , s t a g g e r e d , m a d e . a i fsyr 
p l u n g e s at n o t h i n g , a n d fe l l . A finishing s t r o k e , , a n d . t h p 
bu l l e x p i r e d . , , , 

T h e t r u m p e t s s o u n d e d , the m u s i c p l a y e d - : F o u r h p r s e s 
g a l l o p e d i n t i ed to a y o k e , to w h i c h t h e b u l l w a s f a s t e n e d , 
a n d s w i f t l y d r a g g e d out o f the a r e n a . T h i s l a s t part baà 
a fine effect , r e m i n d i n g one of the R o m a n s a c r i f i c e . : , T n 
a s i m i l a r m a n n e r , e i g h t b u l l s w e r e d o n e t o , d e a t h , : , .The 
s c e n e I s a l t o g e t h e r fine, the a d d r e s s a m u s i n g , b u t t h e 
w o u n d i n g a n d t o r m e n t i n g of the b u l l ig s i c k e n i n g , a n d 
a s h e r e the t i p s o f h i s h o r n s a r e b l u n t e d , o n e . h a s m o r e 
s y m p a t h y w i t h h i m t h a n w i t h b i s h u m a n , a d v e r s a r i e s . I t 
c a n n o t be g o o d to a c c u s t o m a people to s u c h b loody s i g h t s . 

Y e t let m e c o n f e s s , t h a t t h o u g h a t first I c o v e r e d . m y 
f a c e a n d c o u l d n o t l o o k , l i t t le by l i t t le I g r e w s o m u c h 
i n t e r e s t e d in the s c e n e , t h a t I c o u l d n o t t a k e m y e y e s oif i t , 
a n d I c a n e a s i l y u n d e r s t a n d t h e p l e a s u r e t a k e n i n t h e s e 
b a r b a r o u s d i v e r s i o n s by t h o s e a c c u s t o m e d to t h e m f r o m 
c h i l d h o o d . ;¡ . 

T h e bu l l - f igh t h a v i n g t e r m i n a t e d a m i d s t loud a n d p r o 
l o n g e d c h e e r i n g f r o m the c r o w d , a t ree of fireworks, . 
e r e c t e d in t h e m i d s t of t h e a r e n a , w a s l i g h t e d , a n d a m i d s t 
a b l a z e of c o l o u r e d l i g h t , a p p e a r e d , first t h e , A r m s of the 
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R e p u b l i c , the E a g l e a n d N o p a l ; a n d a b o v e , a f u l l - l e n g t h 
p o r t r a i t of C n I r e p r e s e n t e d by a fig:ure i n a b l u e a n d 
s i l v e r u n i f o r m . D o w n fe l l the M e x i c a n e a g l e w i t h a 
c r a s h a t h i s fee t , w h i l e he r e m a i n e d b u r n i n g b r i g h t l y , a n d 
l i g h t e d u p by fireworks, in the m i d s t of t r e m e n d o u s s h o u t s 
a n d c h e e r s . T h u s t e r m i n a t e d t h i s " f u n c i ó n e x t r a o r d i -
n a r ' i a ; " a n d w h e n a l l w a s o v e r , w e w e n t to d i n e a t 

a f t e r w a r d s r e t u r n e d h o m e t o l e r a b l y t i r e d . 
l o t h . — T h e f a n c y ba l l t o o k p lace l a s t e v e n i n g i n t h e 

t h e a t r e , a n d a l t h o u g h , o w i n g e i ther to t h e c h a n g e of 
c l i m a t e , o r to the d a m p n e s s of the h o u s e , I h a v e been 
o b l i g e d to k e e p m y r o o m s i n c e the d a y of the bu l l - f igh t , 
a n d to dec l ine a p l e a s a n t d i n n e r a t the E n g l i s h M i n i s t e r ' s , 
I t h o u g h t it a d v i s a b l e to m a k e m y a p p e a r a n c e there . 
H a v i n g - ^ d i s c a r d e d the c o s t u m e of the l i g h t - h e a d e d P o b l a -
m a n a s , I a d o p t e d t h a t of a v i r t u o u s R o m a n C o n t a d i n q j 
s i m p l e e n o u g h to be r u n u p in o n e d a y ; a w h i t e s k i r t , red 
b o d i c e , w i t h b l u e r i b b o n s , a n d l a c e v e i l p u t on s q u a r e 
b e h i n d ; à p ropôs to w h i c h h e a d - d r e s s , it is v e r y c o m m o n 
a m o n g s t the I n d i a n s to w e a r a p i e c e o f 's tu f f fo lded s q u a r e , 
a n d l a i d flat u p o n the h e a d , in th is I t a l i a n f a s h i o n ; a n d a s 
i t ' is n o t f a s t e n e d , I c a n n o t i m a g i n e h o w they trot a l o n g , 
w i t h o u t l e t t i n g i t f a l l . 

1 W e w e n t to the thea t re a b o u t e l e v e n , a n d fo i ind the 
ê n t r é e , t h o u g h c r o w c i e d w i t h c a r r i a g e s , v e r y qu ie t a n d 
o r d e r l y . . T h e c o u p d 'ce i l o n e n t e r i n g w a s e x t r e m e l y g a y , 
a n d c e r t a i n l y v e r y a m u s i n g . T h e b a l l , g i v e n f o r the 
benef i t o f the p o o r , w a s u n d e r t h e p a t r o n a g e of the l a d i e s 
C a , G a , G u e r a , a n d o t h e r s , b u t s u c h w a s 

It h e o r i g i n a l d i r t i n e s s and b a d c o n d i t i o n of the t h e a t r e , 
t h a t to m a k e it d e c e n t , they h a d e x p e n d e d n e a r l y a l l the 
p r o c e e d s . A s i t w a s , a n d c o n s i d e r i n g t h e v a r i o u s d r a w -
b a c k s j the a r r a n g e m e n t s w e r e v e r y g'ood. H a n d s o m e 
l u s t r e s h a d s u p e r s e d e d the l a n t e r n s w i t h the i r t a l l o w 
c a n d l e s , the b o x e s w e r e h u n g w i t h b r i g h t s i l k d r a p e r i e s , 
a n d a c a n o p y of the s a m e d r a w n u p in t h e f o r m of a ten t , 
c o v e r e d the w h o l e b a l l - r o o m . T h e o r c h e s t r a a l s o w a s 
to le rab ly y o o d . T h e b o x e s w e r e filled wt l l i l a d i e s , p r e 
s e n t i n g a n e n d l e s s s u c c e s s i o n of C h i n a c r a p e s h a w l s of 
e v e r y c o l o u r a n d v a r i e t y , a n d a m o n o t o n y of d i a m o n d 
e a r r i n g s j w h i l e in the thea t re i tse l f , if e v e r a ba j l m i g h t 
be t e r m e d a f a n c y - b a l l , t h i s w a s th a t b a l l . f O f S w i s s 
p e a s a n t s , S c o t c h p e a s a n t s , a n d a l l m a n n e r o f p e a s a n t s , 
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there w e r e a g o o d l y a s s o r t m e n t ; a s a l s o o f T u r k s , H i g h 
l a n d e r s , a n d m e n i n p l a i n c l o t h e s . B u t b e i n g p u b l i c , i t 
w a s n o t , of c o u r s e , s e l e c t , a n d a m o n g s t m a n y w e l l - d r e s s e d 
p e o p l e , there w e r e h u n d r e d s w h o , a s s u m i n g n o p a r t i c u l a r 
c h a r a c t e r , h a d e x e r t e d t h e i r i m a g i n a t i o n to a p p e a r m e r e l y 
f a n c i f u l , a n d h a d s u c c e e d e d . O n e , f o r e x a m p l e , w o u l d 
h a v e u s c a r l e t s a t i n p e t t i c o a t , a n d o v e r it a p i n k s a t i n , 
r o b e , w i t h s c a r l e t r i b b o n s to m a t c h . A n o t h e r , & ¿tvort 
b l u e s a t i n d r e s s , b e n e a t h w h i c h a p p e a r e d a h a n d s o m e 
p u r p l e s a t i n p e t t i c o a t ; t h e w h o l e t r i m m e d w i t h yel low-
b o w s . T h e y l o o k e d l i k e the s i g n s o f the z o d i a c . A l l h a d * 
d i a m o n d s a n d p e a r l s ; o l d a n d y o u n g , a n d m i d d l e - a g e d ; 
i n c l u d i n g l i t t le c h i l d r e n , o f w h o m t h e r e w e r e m a n y . * 

T h e lady p a t r o n e s s e s w e r e v e r y e l e g a n t . T h e S e ñ o r a 

d e G u a , w o r e a h e a d - d r e s s i n the f o r m of a n e t , 
e n t i r e l y c o m p o s e d of l a r g e p e a r l s a n d d i a m o n d s ; i n i tse l f 
a f o r t u n e . T h e S e ñ o r a de C a , a s M a d a m e de l a 
V a l l i è r e , i n b l a c k v e l v e t a n d d i a m o n d s , l o o k i n g p r e t t y a s 
u s u a l , but t h e c o l d of t h e h o u s e o b l i g e d h e r to muff le u p 
i n f u r s a n d b o a s , a n d so to h i d e h e r d r e s s . T h e S e ñ o r a 
de G a , a s M a r y , Q u e e n of S c o t s , in b l a c k v e l v e t a n d 
p e a r l s , w i t h a s p l e n d i d d i a m o n d n e c k l a c e , w a s e x t r e m e l y 
h a n d s o m e ; s h e w o r e a c a p , i n t r o d u c e d b y the A l b i n i , i n 
t h e c h a r a c t e r of the S c o t t i s h Q u e e n , b u t w h i c h , t h o u g h 
p r e t t y i n i t s e l f , i s a c o m p l e t e d e v i a t i o n f r o m the b e a u t i f u l 
s i m p l i c i t y o f the rea l Q u e e n - M a r y c a p . S h e c e r t a i n l y 
l o o k e d a s i f s h e h a d a r r i v e d a t h e r p r i m e w i t h o u t k n o w i n g 
F o t h e n n g a y . 

V a r i o u s l a d i e s w e r e i n t r o d u c e d to m e w h o a r e o n l y 
w a i t i n g to r e c e i v e o u r c a r d s o f f a i r e p a r t be fore t h e y c a l l . 
A m o n g s t t h e g i r l s , the b e s t d r e s s e s t h a t I o b s e r v e d w e r e 
t h e S e ñ o r i t a s de F d , t h e one h a n d s o m e , w i t h t h e 
figure a n d f a c e of a S p a n i s h p e a s a n t ; the o t h e r m u c h m o r e 
g r a c e f u l a n d i n t e l l i g e n t - l o o k i n g , t h o u g h w i t h l e s s a c t u a l 
b e a u t y . H o w e v e r , so m a n y of t h e m o s t f a s h i o n a b l e 
p e o p l e w e r e in t h e i r b o x e s , th a t I a m t o l d th is i s n o t a 
g o o d o c c a s i o n o n w h i c h to j u d g e of t h e b e a u t y or s t y l e 
of to i le t of the M e x i c a n w o m e n ; b e s i d e s w h i c h , t h e s e 
f a n c y ba i ls b e i n g u n c o m m o n , they w o u l d p r o b a b l y l o o k 
b e t t e r in t h e i r u s u a l c o s t u m e . U p o n t h e w h o l e , 1 s a w 
f e w s t r i k i n g b e a u t i e s , l i t t le g r a c e , a n d v e r y l i t t le g o o d 
d a n c i n g . T h e r e w a s too m u c h v e l v e t a n d s a t i n , a n d the 
d r e s s e s w e r e too m u c h l o a d e d . T h e d i a m o n d s , t h o u g h 
s u p e r b , w e r e f r e q u e n t l y i l l - se t . T h e d r e s s e s , c o m p a r e d 
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w i j ü i the ! a c t u a l f a s h i o n , w e r e a b s u r d l y s h o r t , a n d the 
f e e t ; ' n a t u r a l l y s m a l l , w e r e s q u e e z e d in to s h o e s st i l l 
s m a U e r , ' : w h i c h i s d e s t r u c t i v e to g r a c e , w h e t h e r in w a l k i n g ' 
o f d a n c i n g . 

' -I s a w m a n y s u p e r b p a i r s of e y e s , a n d b e a u t i f u l h a n d s 
•SLtid a r m s , p e r f e c t m o d e l s fo r a s c u l p t o r , the h a n d s e s p e 
c i a l l y ; a n d v e r y f e w g o o d c o m p l e x i o n s , 
. ' n 'Ther e w a s a y o u n g g e n t l e m a n po in ted o u t to m e a s 
b e i n g i n the c o s t u m e of a H i g h l a n d e r ! H o w I w i s h e d 

/

t h a t S i r W i l l i a m G u m m i n g , M a c l c o d of M a c l e o d , o r s o m e 
v e r i t a b l e H i g h l a n d c h i e f t a i n c o u l d s u d d e n l y h a v e a p p e a r e d 
^ a n n i h i l a t e h i m , a n d s h o w the peop le h e r e w h a t the 
d r e s s r e a l l y i s ! T h e r e w e r e v a r i o u s u n f o r t u n a t e c h i l d r e n 
b u n d l e d u p in l o n g s a t i n o r v e l v e t d r e s s e s , c o v e r e d w i t h 
b l o n d a n d j e w e l s , a n d w i t h a r t i f i c i a l flowers i n the i r h a i r , 
.i- T h e r o o m w a s e x c e s s i v e l y c o l d , n o r w a s the a n c i e n t 
o d o u r o f the t h e a t r e e n t i r e l y o b l i t e r a t e d ; n o r i n d e e d do 
I t h i n k t h a t a l l the p e r f u m e s of A r a b i a w o u l d o v e r p o w e r 
it; . H a v i n g w a l k e d a b o u t , a n d a d m i r e d a l l t h e v a r i e t i e s 
o f f a n c y c o s t u m e s , I, b e i n g n e a r l y f r .ozen, w e n t to t h e 
C o u n t e s s C a ' s b o x o n the p i t t i e r , a n d e n v e l o p e d 
f n y s e l f i n a c l o a k . T h e y p o i n t e d out the m o s t d i s t i n 
g u i s h e d p e r s o n s i n the b o x e s , a m o n g s t o t h e r s the f a m i l y 
of thle E i m ' . '.S, w h o s e e m v e r y h a n d s o m e , w i t h b r i l l i a n t 
:colours ' • a n d f ine tee th . W e r e m a i n e d unt i l t h r e e i n the 
m o r n i n g , a n d d e c l i n e d a l l of fers of r e f r e s h m e n t , t h o u g h , 
H f t e r a l l , a c u p of h o t c h o c o l a t e w o u l d n o t h a v e been 
a m i s s . T h e r e w a s s u p p e r s o m e w h e r e , b u t I b e l i e v e 
a t t e n d e d o n l y by g e n t l e m e n . I h a d t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n in 
p a s s i p g ' o u t to s e e n u m e r o u s . l a d i e s o n t h e i r p a r t n e r s ' 
a r m s , a n d a l l b e d i z e n e d a s they w e r e w i t h finery, s t o p 
uhderf the l a m p s , a n d l i g h t t h e i r c i g a r s , — c o o l a n d p r e t t y . 
>. j ô t h . - — I h a v e p a s s e d n e a r l y a w e e k i n a s l i g h t f e v e r ; 
. s h i v e r i n g a n d ho t . I w a s a t t e n d e d by a d o c t o r of the 
c o u n t r y , w h o s e e m s t h e m o s t h a r m l e s s c r e a t u r e i m a g i n 
a b l e . E v e r y d a y he felt m y p u l s e , a n d g a v e m e s o m e 
l i t t le i n n o c e n t m i x t u r e . B u t w h a t he e s p e c i a l l y g a v e m e 
w a s a l e s s o n i n po l i te c o n v e r s a t i o n . E v e r y d a y w e h a d 
t h e ' f o l l o w i n g d i a l o g u e , as h e r o s e to t a k e l e a v e : 

' * M a d a m ! " ( th is b y the b e d s i d e ) " I a m a t y o u r s e r v i c e . " 
- > " M a n y t h a n k s , s i r . " 
. " M a d a m ! " ( th is a t the foot o f the b e d ) " k n o w m e for 

y o u r m o s t h u m b l e s e r v a n t . " 
" G o o d m o r n i n g , s i r . " 
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" M a d a m ! " ( h e r e he s t o p p e d b e s i d e a t ab le ) " I k i s s y o u r 

f e e t . " 
" S i r , I k i s s y o u r h a n d . " * . , • . > . ; 
" M a d a m 1" ( th is n e a r t h e d o o r ) " m y p o o r h o u s e , a n d 

a l l in i t , m y s e l f t h o u g h u s e l e s s , a l l I h a v e , is y o u r s . " 
" M a n y t h a n k s , sir . '1 
H e t u r n s r o u n d a n d o p e n s the d o o r , a g a i n turning" r o u n d 

a s h e d o e s s o . 
" A d i e u , m a d a m 1 y o u r s e r v a n t . " 
" A d i e u , s i r . " 
l i e g o e s o u t , p a r t l y r e o p e n s the d o o r , a n d p u t s in h i s 

h e a d — • . . -
" G o o d m o r n i n g , m a d a m 1 " ' .1 
T h i s c iv i l i t y s o l e n g t h e n e d o u t , a s if p a r t i n g w e r e s u c h 

" s w e e t s o r r o w , " b e t w e e n d o c t o r a n d p a t i e n t , s e e m s r a t h e r 
m i s p l a c e d . I t i s h e r e c o n s i d e r e d m o r e pol i te to - s a y 
S e ñ o r i t a t h a n S e ñ o r a , e v e n to m a r r i e d w o m e n , a n d t h e 
l a d y of the h o u s e i s g e n e r a l l y c a l l e d b y h e r s e r v a n t s , " L a 
N i ñ a , " the l i t t le g i r l , e v e n t h o u g h s h e b e o v e r e i g h t y . 
T h i s l a s t c u s t o m i s s t i l l m o r e c o m m o n in H a v a n a , 1 w h e r e 
t h e o l d n e g r e s s e s , w h o h a v e a l w a y s l i v e d in the f a m i l y , 
a n d a r e a c c u s t o m e d to c a l l t h e i r y o u n g m i s t r e s s by! t h i s 
n a m e , n e v e r c h a n g e , w h a t e v e r be h e r a g e . i! 

I h a v e r e c e i v e d a p a c k e t of l e t t e r s w h i c h h a v e d o n e m e 
m o r e g o o d t h a n t h e o ld d o c t o r ' s v i s i t s . ' T h e c a p t a i n lef t 
u s y e s t e r d a y , a n d took c h a r g e of a b o x of' c h o c o l a t e 
s t a m p e d w i t h v a r i o u s figures, a n d o f s o m e c u r i o u s d u l c e s 
f o r y o u . O u r c a r d s , g i v i n g t h e M e x i c a n s the t a r d y i n 
f o r m a t i o n of o u r a r r i v a l , w e r e s e n t o u t s o m e d a y s a g o . 
I c o p y o n e , t h a t y o u m a y h a v e a s p e c i m e n of t h e s t y l e , 
w h i c h l o o k s fo r a l l the w o r l d l i k e th a t o f a s h o p - a d v e r t i s e 
m e n t , p u r p o r t i n g t h a t D o n m a k e s w i g s , d r e s s e s h a i r , 
a n d s o f o r t h , w h i l e D o ñ a w a s h e s l a c e , a n d d o e s u p 
fine l i n e n . 

" D o n A C de l a B •, E n v i a d o E x t r a o r d i 
n a r i o y M i n i s t r o P l e n i p o t e n c i a r i o de S . M . C . c e r c a de l a 
R e p u b l i c a M e x i c a n a ; y s u E s p o s a , D o ñ a F E — — 
C — — de l a B - ; P a r t i c i p a n á s u L l e g a d a á es te C a p i t a l 
y se a f r e c e n Á s u d ispos ic ión , en l a P l a z u e l a de B u e n a -
v i s t a , N o . ' 2." 1 

1 D o n A C de la B , Envoy Ex t raord inary and Min is ter 
Plenipotentiary f rom H . C. M . ; and his Lady, Doña F—•— E 
C de la B ; I n fo rm you of their a r r i va l i n this capi ta l , and 
put themselves at your disposal, in the street of Buenavista, No . 2. 
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18th .—For the l a s t f e w d a y s o u r r o o m s h a v e been 

filled w i t h v i s i t o r s , a n d m y e y e s a re s c a r c e l y yet a c c u s 
t o m e d to the d i s p l a y of d i a m o n d s , p e a r l s , s i l k s , s a t i n s , 
b l o n d e s , a n d v e l v e t s , in w h i c h the l a d i e s h a v e p a i d the i r 
first v i s i t s of e t ique t te . A f e w of the d r e s s e s Í s h a l l r e c o r d 
f o r y o u r benef i t , not a s b e i n g r i c h e r t h a n t h e o t h e r s , b u t 
t h a t I h a p p e n to r e c o l l e c t t h e m b e s t . — T h e M a r q u e s a de 
S a n R o n u m , i m o ld Imly w h o h a s Unve i led n y r c a t d e a l 
i n E u r o p e , a n d is v e r y d is t ing -u ished fo r t a l e n t s a n d i n 
f o r m a t i o n . S h e h a s the G r a n d C r o s s of M a r i a L o u i s a 
o f S p a i n , is o f a n o b l e V e n e t i a n f a m i l y , and a u n t to t h e 
D u k e of C a n i z z a r o . H e r d r e s s was a v e r y r i c h b l a c k 
G e n o a v e l v e t , b l a c k b l o n d e m a n t i l l a , a n d a v e r y s p l e n d i d 
p a r u r e o f d i a m o n d s . S h e s e e m s in e x c e e d i n g l y d e l i c a t e 
h e a l t h . S h e a n d h e r c o n t e m p o r a r i e s a re fas t f a d i n g 

" [ a w a y , the l a s t r e c o r d of the d a y s of V i c e r o y a l t y . I n t h e i r 
p l a c e a n e w r a c e h a v e s t a r t e d u p , w h o s e m a n n e r s a n d 
a p p e a r a n c e h a v e l i t t le of the v ie i l le c o u r a b o u t t h e m ; 
c h i e f l y , i t is s a i d , w i v e s of m i l i t a r y m e n , s p r u n g f r o m the 
h o t b e d s of the r e v o l u t i o n s , i g n o r a n t a n d fu l l of p r e t e n 
s i o n s , a s p a r v e n u s w h o h a v e r i s e n b y ' c h a n c e a n d n o t b y 
m e r i t m u s t BeT"* I c o n t i n u e m y l i s t a f te r the f a s h i o n o f the 
C o u r t J o u r n a l . 

, C o u n t e s s de S — - ^ o . U n d e r d r e s s o f r i c h v io le t s a t i n , 
gQwn.of b l a c k b l o n d e , m a n t i l l a of b l a c k b l o n d e , d i a m o n d 
e a r r i n g s , five o r s i x l a r g e d i a m o n d b r o o c h e s f a s t e n i n g the 
m a n t i l l a , n e c k l a c e , o f l a r g e p e a r l s a n d d i a m o n d s é v i g n é . 
T h e , S e ñ o r a S — — . D r e s s o f w h i t e s a t i n , g o w n of w h i t e 
b l o n d e , w h i t e b l o n d e m a n t i l l a , p e a r l s , d i a m o n d s , a n d w h i t e 
s ^ t i n s h o e s . M a d a m e S r- B l a c k v e l v e t d r e s s , w h i t e 
b l o n d e m a n t i l l a , p e a r l s , d i a m o n d s , s h o r t s l e e v e s , a n d w h i t e 
s a t i n s h o e s . T h e S e ñ o r a de A d . F a w n - c o l o u r e d 
s a t i n d r e s s , b l a c k b l o n d e m a n t i l l a , d i a m o n d s , a n d b l a c k 
s a t i n s h o e s . 

T h e S e ñ o r a B a , the w i f e of a G e n e r a l , e x t r e m e l y 
r i c h , a n d w h o h^s t h e h a n d s o m e s t h o u s e i n M e x i c o . 
D r e s s o f p u r p l e v e l v e t , e m b r o i d e r e d a l l o v e r w i t h f l o w e r s 
o f w h i t e s i l k , s h o r t s l e e v e s , and e m b r o i d e r e d c o r s a g e ; 
w h i t e s a t i n s h o e s and bus à ¡ a u r ; a deep i l u u n c c o f 
M e c h l i n a p p e a r i n g b e l o w the v e l v e t d r e s s , w h i c h w a s 
s h o r t . A m a n t i l l a o f b l a c k b londe , f a s t e n e d by t h r e e 
d i a m o n d a i g r e t t e s . D i a m o n d e a r r i n g s of e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
s ize . ' A d i a m o n d n e c k l a c e o f i m m e n s e v a l u e , a n d b e a u 
t i f u l l y ' s e t , A n e c k l a c e of pear pe t i r ls , v a l u e d at t w e n t y 
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t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s . A d i a m o n d s é v i g n é . A g o l d c h a i n 
g o i n g three t i m e s r o u n d the n e c k , a n d t o u c h i n g t h e k n e e s . 
O n e v e r y finger t w o d i a m o n d r i n g s , l i k e l i t t le w a t c h e s . 
A s n o o t h e r d r e s s w a s e q u a l l y m a g n i f i c e n t , w i t h h e r I 
c o n c l u d e m y d e s c r i p t i o n , o n l y o b s e r v i n g th a t n o M e x i c a n 
l a d y h a s y e t p a i d m e h e r first m o r n i n g v i s i t w i t h o u t 
d i a m o n d s . T h e y h a v e f e w o p p o r t u n i t i e s for d i s p l a y i n g 
the i r j e w e l s , so t h a t w e r e it not O n the o c c a s i o n of s o m e 
s u c h m o r n i n g v i s i t of e t ique t te , t h e d i a m o n d s w o u l d l ie 
in t h e i r c a s e s , w a s t i n g t h e i r s e r e n e r a y s in d a r k n e s s . 

L a s t n i g h t a n a t t e m p t w a s m a d e to b r e a k i n t o t h e -
h o u s e , but o u r fine l i t t le b u l l - d o g H e r c u l e s , a p r e s e n t f r o m 
S e ñ o r A d , k e p t h i s g r o u n d s o w e l l , a n d b a r k e d s o 
f u r i o u s l y , t h a t t h e s e r v a n t s w e r e a w a k e n e d , e v e n the 
p o r t e r , the s o u n d e s t s l u m b e r e r a m o n g s t t h e m ; a n d the 
r o b b e r s e s c a p e d w i t h o u t d o i n g f u r t h e r m i s c h i e f t h a n i n 
flicting a s e v e r e w o u n d o n t h e p o o r a n i m a l ' s p a w , w h i c h 
h a s m a d e h i m fo r the p r e s e n t q u i t e l a m e . 

A -propôs to w h i c h m a t t e r s , a m o s t c r u e l m u r d e r , o f 
w h i c h I h a v e j u s t b e e n h e a r i n g t h e p a r t i c u l a r s , w a s c o m 
m i t t e d not v e r y l o n g a g o i n t h i s n e i g h b o u r h o o d , u p o n 
M r . M , the S w i s s c o n s u l . H e w a s a lso a l e a t h e r -
m e r c h a n t , a n d o n e m o r n i n g h a v i n g s e n t o u t h i s p o r t e r o n 
s o m e c o m m i s s i o n , a c a r n a g e d r o v e u p to the d o o r , a n d 
t h r e e g e n t l e m e n p r e s e n t e d t h e m s e l v e s to M r . M , 
r e q u e s t i n g to s p e a k to h i m o n b u s i n e s s . H e b e g g e d t h e m 
to w a l k i n , a n d there e n t e r e d a g e n e r a l in u n i f o r m , a 
y o u n g Qfl icer, a n d a m o n k . M r . M r e q u e s t e d to be 
i n f o r m e d of t h e i r b u s i n e s s , w h e n s u d d e n l y the g e n e r a l , 
s e i z i n g h o l d of h i m , w h i l s t t h e o t h e r s w e n t to s e c u r e the 
d o o r , e x c l a i m e d , " W e h a v e n o t c o m e to h e a r a b o u t y o u r 
g o o d s , w e w a n t y o u r m o n e y . " T h e p o o r m a n , a s t o u n d e d 
a t p e r c e i v i n g the n a t u r e of h i s c u s t o m e r s , a s s u r e d t h e m 
h e k e p t but l i t t le m o n e y in t h e h o u s e , b u t p r o c e e d e d i n 
s t a n t l y to o p e n h i s p r i v a t e d r a w e r s , a n d e m p t y t h e i r 
c o n t e n t s , a m o u n t i n g , i n f a c t , to a tr i f le of s o m e f e w 
h u n d r e d d o l l a r s . F i n d i n g t h a t he h a d i n d e e d n o m o r e to-T 
g i v e t h e m t h e y p r e p a r e d to d e p a r t , w h e n the m o n k s a i d , 
" W c m u s t k i l l h i m , o r lie w i l l r e c o g n i s e u s . " " N o , " 
s a i d the o f f icers , " l e a v e h i m a n d c o m e a l o n g . T h e r e i s 
no d a n g e r . " " G o o n , " s a i d the m o n k , " I f o l l o w ; " a n d , 
t u r n i n g b a c k , s t a b b e d t h e c o n s u l to t h e h e a r t . T h e t h r e e 
t h e n r e - e n t e r e d t h e c a r r i a g e , a n d d r o v e off a t fu l l s p e e d . 
A f e w m i n u t e s a f t e r w a r d s the p o r t e r r e t u r n i n g f o u n d h i s 
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m a s t e r b a t h e d in b l o o d , a n d . r u s h i n g o u t to a n e i g h b o u r i n g 
g a m b l i n g - h o u s e , gave the a l a r m . , S e v e r a l g e n t l e m e n ran 
to.-his a s s i s t a n c e , b u t he d i e d i n a n h o u r a f te r , h a v i n g 
g i v e n all the p a r t i c u l a r s o f the d r e s s a n d a p p e a r a n c e of 
his . m u r d e r e r s , a n d t h a t o f t h e i r c a r r i a g e . B y t h e s e t o k e n s 
t h e y :were s o o n a f t e r w a r d s d i s c o v e r e d , a n d by the e n e r g y 
pf.the G o v e r n o r , t h e n C o u n t C a , they w e r e a r r e s t e d 

i and h a n g e d u p o n t h e t rees i n f r o n t of o u r h o u s e , toge ther 
w i t h t h e r e a l M e x i c a n c o l o n e l , w h o h a d k i n d l y l en t the 
ru f f ians "his c a r r i a g e for t h e o c c a s i o n . I t i s s e l d o m that 

^ c r i m e here; m e e t s w i t h so p r o m p t a p u n i s h m e n t . i 
O u r f r i e n d , C o u n t C - a , w h e n G o v e r n o r or M e x i c o , 

was c e l e b r a t e d fo r h i s e n e r g y i n " el p e r s i g u i t n i e n t o de los 
I q d r o n e s , " ( p e r s e c u t i n g the r o b b e r s , ) a s it i s c a l l e d . I t is 
s a i d : u p o n o n e o c c a s i o n h i s z e a l c a r r i e d h i m r a t h e r fa r . 
V a r i o u s r o b b e r i e s h a v i n g been c o m m i t t e d i n the c i t y , he 
had r e c e i v e d a h i n t f r o m t h e g o v e r n m e n t , t h a t the e s c a p e 
of the p e r p e t r a t o r s w a s c o n s i d e r e d b y t h e m a s a proof 
that he h a d g r o w n l u k e w a r m in the p u b l i c s e r v i c e . A few 
d a y s a f t e r w a r d s , r i d i n g i n t h e s t r e p t s , h e p e r c e i v e d a 
n o t o r i o u s r o b b e r , w h o , t h e m o m e n t h e o b s e r v e d h i m s e l f 
r e c o g n i s e d , . d a r t e d d o w n a n o t h e r s t ree t w i t h the s w i f t n e s s 
of; an, a r ^ o w . . T h e g o v e r n o r p u r s u e d h i m o n h o r s e b a c k ; 
the rpbber made a l l s p e e d t o w a r d s the S q u a r e , a n d r u s h e d 
into the s a n c t u a r y o f the c a t h e d r a l , fhe c o u n t g a l l o p e d 
i iV a f t e r h i m , a n d d r a g g e d h i m f r o m h i s p l a c e o f r e f u g e 
near t h e , . a l t a r . • T h i s v i o l a t i o n of t h e c h u r c h ' s s a n c t i t y 
was, of c o u r s e , s e v e r e l y r e p r i m a n d e d , b u t , a s the g o v e r n o r 
r ç i p a r k e d , t h e y ' c o u l d no l o n g e r a c c u s e h i m of w a n t o f zea l 
in; the d i s c h a r g e of h i s d u t y . 
' i . i H e took a s h i s p o r t e r the c a p t a i n of a g a n g of r o b b e r s , 
o r d e r i n g h i m to s t a n d a t the d o o r , a n d to se ize a n y of 
his f o r m e r a c q u a i n t a n c e s w h o m i g h t p a s s , h i s o w n p a r d o n 
d e p e n d i n g on h i s c o n d u c t in t h i s r e s p e c t . R i d i n g o u t one 
day to h i s c o u n t r y p l a c e w i t h h i s l a d y , th is m a n a c c o m 
p a n y i n g t h e m a s a s e r v a n t , t h e y w e r e o v e r t a k e n by a 

•; m e s s e n g e r , w h o d e s i r e d t h e r e t u r n of the c o u n t to the 
^ ç j t y , u p o n s o m e u r g e n t a n d i m p o r t a n t b u s i n e s s . I t w a s 

a l r e a d y d u s k , y e t the c o u n t , t r u s t i n g to the h o n o u r o f the 
r o b b e r , o r d e r e d h i m to c o n d u c t h i s l a d y to the h a c i e n d a ; 
g i ld s h e a l o n e , o n h o r s e b a c k , w i t h t h i s a l a r m i n g g u i d e , 
pGr for tned h e r j o u r n e y in s a f e t y . 
.sBefore I c o n c l u d e th is l e t te r , I m u s t te l l y o u t h a t I 
recclvtd AX V ÍHÍ I th¡» m o n m i g f rom u v e r y reninr lcnblo 
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c h a r a c t e r , w e l l k n o w n h e r e b y t h e n a m e of L a G ü e r a ( the 
fa i r ) R o d r i g u e z , s a i d to h a v e b e e n m a n y y e a r s a g o c e l e 
bra ted by H u m b o l d t a s the m o s t b e a u t i f u l w o m a n h e ' h a d 
seen i n the w h o l e c o u r s e of h i s t r a v e l s . C o n s i d e r i n g - t h e 
l a p s e o f t ime w h i c h h a s p a s s e d s i n c e th a t d is t ing fu ished 
t r a v e l l e r v i s i t e d t h e s e p a r t s , I w a s a l m o s t a s t o n i s h e d w h e n 
her c a r d w a s s e n t up w i t h a r e q u e s t for a d m i s s i o n , a n d s t i l l 
m o r e s o to find t h a t i n s p i t e o f y e a r s a n d of the f u r r o w s 
w h i c h i t p l e a s e s T i m e to p l o u g h in t h e l o v e l i e s t f a c e s , L a 
G ü e r a r e t a i n s a p r o f u s i o n of f a i r c u r l s w i t h o u t one g r a y 
h a i r , a se t of b e a u t i f u l w h i t e t e e t h , v e r y fine e y e s , a n d 
g r e a t v i v a c i t y . • ' 

H e r s i s t e r , t h e M a r q u e s a d e J u l u a p a , l a t e l y d e a d , i s 
s a i d to h a v e b e e n a l s o a w o m a n of g r e a t ta lent a n d e x t r a 
o r d i n a r y c o n v e r s a t i o n a l p o w e r s ; s h e i s a n o t h e r ¡ o f t h e 
a n c i e n t n o b l e s s e w h o h a s d r o p p e d off. T h e p h y s i c i a n 
w h o a t t e n d e d h e r i n h e r l a s t i l l n e s s , a F r e n c h m a n of t h e 
n a m e o f P l a n , i n g r e a t r e p u t e h e r e , h a s s e n t i n a b i l l to h e r 
e x e c u t o r s of t e n t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s , w h i c h , a l t h o u g h i t d o e s 
n o t e x c i t e a n y g r e a t a s t o n i s h m e n t , t h e f a m i l y r e f u s e to 
p a y , a n d t h e r e i s a l a w s u i t i n c o n s e q u e n c e . T h e e x t o r 
t ions of m e d i c a l m e n in M e x i c o , e s p e c i a l l y o f . f o r e i g n 
p h y s i c i a n s , h a v e a r r i v e d a t s u c h a h e i g h t , t h a t a p e r s o n of 
m o d e r a t e f o r t u n e m u s t h e s i t a t e b e f o r e p u t t i n g ; h i m s e l f 
in to t h e i r h a n d s . 1 A r i c h o l d l a d y i n d e l i c a t e h e a l t h , a n d 
w i t h n o p a r t i c u l a r c o m p l a i n t , i s a s u r e r f u n d fo r t h e m 
t h a n a s i l v e r - m i n e . • • i . 

I f o u n d L a G ü e r a v e r y a g r e e a b l e , 'and. a p e r f e c t - l i v i n g 
c h r o n i c l e . S h e i s m a r r i e d to h e r t h i r d h u s b a n d , a n d h a d 
t h r e e d a u g h t e r s , a l l c e l e b r a t e d b e a u t i e s ; t h e C o u n t e s s de 
R e g l a , w h o d i e d i n N e w Y o r k , a n d w a s b u r i e d i n t h e 
c a t h e d r a l t h e r e ; t h e M a r q u e s a d c G u a d a l u p e , a l s o d e a d , 
a n d t h e M a r q u e s a d e A a , n o w - a h a n d s o m e w i d o w . 
W e s p o k e of H u m b o l d t , a n d t a l k i n g o f ; h e r s e l f ; a s of a 
t h i r d p e r s o n , s h e r e l a t e d to m e a l l t h e p a r t i c u l a r s of: h i s 
first v i s i t , a n d h i s a d m i r a t i o n o f h e r ; th a t s h e w a s t h e n 
v e r y y o u n g , t h o u g h m a r r i e d , a n d t h e m o t h e r of • t w o 
c h i l d r e n , a n d t h a t w h e n h e c a m e to v i s i t h e r m o t h e r , s h e 
w a s s i t t i n g s e w i n g i n a c o r n e r w h e r e the b a r o n d i d n o t 

1 The Mexican Government has since taken this matter in to con 
siderat ion, and is m a k i n g regulat ions which render i t necessary fo j 
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p e r c e i v e h e r ; u n t U t a l k i n g v e r y c n m c s i l y on Uic .subject 
of c o c h i n e a l , he i n q u i r e d if he c o u l d v i s i t a c e r t a i n d i s t r i c t 
w h e r e . t h e r e w a s a p l a n t a t i o n of n o p a l s . " T o be s u r e , " 
s a i d L a G ü e r a f r o m her c o r n e r ; " w e c a n t a k e M . dc 
H u m b o l d t t h e r e ; " w h e r e u p o n h e first p e r c e i v i n g her , 
s t o o d a m a z e d , m i d a t l e n g l h u j tc l í i imcd , V V a l g a m o D i o s I 
w h o i s t h a t g i r l ? " A f t e r w a r d s h e w a s c o n s t a n t l y w i t h 
h e r , a n d m o r e c a p t i v a t e d , it i s s a i d , by h e r w i t t h a n b y her 
b e a u t y , c o n s i d e r i n g her "a s o r t o f w e s t e r n M a d a m e de 
S t a e l ; ^ a l l w h i c h l e a d s m e to s u s p e c t tha t the g r a v e 
t r a v e l l e r w a s c o n s i d e r a b l y u n d e r the in f luence of h e r f a s 
c i n a t i o n s , a n d t h a t ne i the r m i n e s n o r m o u n t a i n s , g e o 
g r a p h y n o r g e o l o g y , pet r i f ied s h e l l s n o r a l p e n k a l k s t e i n , h a d 
o c c u p i e d h i m to the e x c l u s i o n of a s l i g h t s t r a t u m of f l i r ta
t ion . I I t i s a c o m f o r t to t h i n k t h a t " s o m e t i m e s e v e n the 
g r e a t H u m b o l d t n o d s . " 

O n e of. L a G ü e r a ' s s t o r i e s i s too o r i g i n a l to be los t . A 
l a d y . of h i g h r a n k h a v i n g d i e d in M e x i c o , h e r r e l a t i v e s 
u n d e r t o o k to c o m m i t h e r to h e r l a s t r e s t i n g - p l a c e , hab i ted 
a c c o r d i n g to t h e t h e n p r e v a i l i n g f a s h i o n , in her m o s t 
m a g n i f i c e n t d r e s s , t h a t w h i c h s h e h a d w o r n a t her 
w e d d i n g . T h i s d r e s s w a s a w o n d e r of l u x u r y , e v e n in 
M e x i c o , r I t w a s e n t i r e l y c o m p o s e d of t h e finest l a c e , a n d 
the flounpes w e r e m a d e of a s p e c i e s of po in t w h i c h c o s t 
fifty .do l la rs a v a r a ( the M e x i c a n y a r d ) . I t s e q u a l w a s 
u n k n o w n . I t w a s a l s o o r n a m e n t e d a n d looped u p at 
c e r t a i n i n t e r v a l s w i t h b o w s of r i b b o n v e r y r i c h l y e m -
bro lderc t l in goUI . I n I h i s drcHH, l he COIHIC.SH de w a s 
l a id i n h e r coff in, t h o u s a n d s of d e a r f r i e n d s c r o w d i n g to 
v i e w her b e a u t i f u l c o s t u m e de m o r t , a n d a t l e n g t h s h e w a s 
p l a c e d i n h e r t o m b , the k e y of w h i c h w a s i n t r u s t e d to the 
s a c r i s t a n . 

, F r o m the t o m b to the o p e r a is a v e r y a b r u p t t r a n s i t i o n ; 
n e v e r t h e l e s s , b o t h h a v e a s h a r e in th is s t o r y . A c o m p a n y 
of F r e n c h d a n c e r s a p p e a r e d in M e x i c o , a t w e n t i e t h - r a t e 
b a l l e t , a n d the ch ie f d a n s e u s e w a s a l i t t le F r e n c h d a m s e l , 
r e m a r k a b l e for the s h o r t n e s s of he r r o b e s , h e r c o q u e t r y , 
a n d her a s t o n i s h i n g p i r o u e t t e s . O n the n i g h t o f a f a v o u r 
ite b a l l e t , M a d e m o i s e l l e P a u l i n e m a d e h e r ent rée i n a 
s u c c e s s i o n of p i r o u e t t e s , a n d p o i s i n g o n her toe , l o o k e d 
r o u n d fo r a p p r o b a t i o n , w h e n a s u d d e n thr i l l of h o r r o r , 
a c c o m p a n i e d by a m u r m u r o f i n d i g n a t i o n , p e r v a d e d the 
a s s e m b l y . M a d e m o i s e l l e P a u l i n e w a s e q u i p p e d i n the 
v e r y d r e s s in w h i c h the d e f u n c t c o u n t e s s h a d been b u r i e d ! 
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L a c e , po in t fluiincus, g o l d r i b b o n s ; i m p o s s i b l e to m i s t a k e 
it. H a r d l y h a d the c u r t a i n d r o p p e d , w h e n the l i t t le 
d a n s e u s c found h e r s e l f s u r r o u n d e d by c o m p e t e n t a u t h o r i 
t ies , q u e s t i o n i n g h e r a s to w h e r e a n d h o w s h e h a d o b t a i n e d 
her d r e s s . S h e r e p l i e d t h a t s h e h a d b o u g h t it a t a n 
c x l r n v a f ? a n t p r i ce f r o m a F r e n c h m o d i s t e i n the c i ty . S h e 
h a d r i f led no t o m b , b u t h o n e s t l y p a i d d o w n g o l d e n o u n c e s , 
in e x c h a n g e fo r h e r l a w f u l p r o p e r t y . T o the m o d i s t e ' s 
w e n t the off icers of j u s t i c e . S h e a lso p l e a d e d i n n o c e n t . 
S h e h a d b o u g h t it of a m a n w h o h a d b r o u g h t i t to h e r f o r 
s a l e , a n d h a d p a i d h i m m u c h m o r e t h a n à po ids d ' o r , 
as i n d e e d it w a s w o r t h . B y d int of f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n , 
the m a n w a s iden t i f i ed , a n d p r o v e d to b e the s a c r i s t a n of 
S a n . S h o r t - s i g h t e d s a c r i s t a n I H e w a s a r r e s t e d 
a n d t h r o w n in to p r i s o n , a n d one benef i t r e s u l t e d f r o m h i s 
c u p i d i t y , s i n c e in o r d e r to a v o i d t h r o w i n g t e m p t a t i o n i n 
the w a y of f u t u r e s a c r i s t a n s , it b e c a m e the c u s t o m , a f t e r 
the b o d y h a d l a i n in s t a t e for s o m e t i m e i n m a g n i f i c e n t 
r o b e s , to s u b s t i t u t e a p l a i n d r e s s p r e v i o u s to p l a c i n g t h e 
coffin in t h e v a u l t . A p o o r v a n i t y a f ter a l l . 

I w a s told b y a l a d y h e r e , tha t o n t h e d e a t h of h e r 
g r a n d c h i l d , he w a s n o t only e n v e l o p e d in r i c h l a c e , b u t t h e 
d i a m o n d s of t h r e e c o n d e s a s a n d f o u r m a r q u e s a s w e r e c o l 
l ec ted t o g e t h e r a n d p u t on h i m , n e c k l a c e s , b r a c e l e t s , r i n g s , 
b r o o c h e s a n d t i a r a s , to t h e v a l u e of s e v e r a l h u n d r e d 
t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s . T h e s t r e e t w a s h u n g w i t h d r a p e r i e s , 
a n d a b a n d of m u s i c p l a y e d , w h i l s t he w a s v i s i t e d b y a l l 
the t i t led r e l a t i v e s o f the f a m i l y in h i s d e a d s p l e n d o u r , 
p o o r l i t t le b a b y 1 Y e t bin m o t h e r m o u r n e d for h im a s fo r 
a l l he r b l i g h t e d h o p e s , a n d t h e l a s t s c i o n of a nob le h o u s e . 
G r i e f s h o w s i tse l f in d i f ferent w a y s ; y e t one m i g h t t h i n k 
t h a t w h e n it s e e k s c o n s o l a t i o n in d i s p l a y , it m u s t be l e s s 
p r o f o u n d t h a n w h e n it s h u n s it. 
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'San Fernando—House of Perez de Galvez—A Removal—Size oí the 
Houses — O l d Monastery — V iew by Sunse t—Even ing Visi ta — 

,- Mexican Et iquette—A Night -v iew from the Azotea—Tacubaya— 
Mag-ueys—Making of Pulque—Organos and Nopal—Environs of 

' Mexico—Miracle-—Hucienda—View from the Countess C a's 
-"• ' House—Arzobispado—Anecdote—Comparative V iew of Beauty— 

Indians—Rancheri tas—Mexican Cordial i ty—Masses for the Dead 
—San August in—Form of Inv i ta t ion—Death of a Senator—A 
Mistake. 

SAN FERNANDO, 25th February. 

jWE h a v e been e n g a g e d for s o m e t i m e p a s t In t h e d is 
a g r e e a b l e o c c u p a t i o n s , first of finding, then of f u r n i s h i n g , 
^ c \ d l a s t l y of e n t e r i n g into a n e w h o u s e . W e w e r e very 
^ n x i o u s to h i r e t h a t of the M a r q u e s a de J u l u a p a , w h i c h 
¡3 p re t ty , w e l l s i t u a t e d , a n d h a s a g a r d e n ; but the a g e n t , 
íi 'fter m a k i n g u s w a i t for h i s d e c i s i o n m o r e t h a n a fort-
n i g h t j i n f o r m e d u s that he h a d d e t e r m i n e d to s e l l it. 
H o u s e - r e n t i s e x t r e m e l y h i g h ; n o t h i n g to le rab le to be h a d 
u p d o r I w o t h o u s u m l five h u t K l r i u l d o l l a r s per a n n u m , 
u p f u r u i s h e d . T h e r e is a l s o a n e x t r a o r d i n a r y c u s t o m of 
payinfj i , a B i im c a l l e d t r a s p a s o , s o m e t i m e s to the a m o u n t 
p t f q u r t c c n t h o u s a n d do l l a ra , ta lc ing y o u r c h a n c e of h a v i n g 
ítáç; itiojicy r e p a i d y o u by the nex t p e r s o n w h o t a k e s the 
h o u s e - . W e n e x t e n d e a v o u r e d to p r o c u r e a h o u s e n o t far 

, 1 f r o m o u r p resen t r e s i d e n c e , — a pa lace in f ac t , w i n c h I 
m e n t i o n e d to y o n Ucforc us h a v i n g been o c e u n i c d ut one 

•: jfohe by S a n t a A n n a , a n d at a n o t h e r by the E n g l i s h 
! Legation, but the p r e s e n t p ropr ie to r c a n n o t be p r e v a i l e d 

• •'•i. ijflQn to let it. I t h a s a b e a u t i f u l g a r d e n a n d o l i v e - g r o u n d , 
/ buf: is not a v e r y s e c u r e a b o d e , e x c e p t w i t h a g u a r d of 

s o l d i e r s . W e at l e n g t h c a m e to the d e t e r m i n a t i o n of 
t a k i n g up o u r q u a r t e r s here . I t i s a h a n d s o m e n e w 
h o u s e , bui l t b y G e n e r a l G , a n d h a s the fau l t of b e i n g 
o n l y too l a r g e . B u i l t in a s q u a r e , l i ke a l l M e x i c a n h o u s e s , 
t h e g r o u n d - f l o o r , w h i c h h a s a s t o n e - p a v e d c o u r t w i t h a 
f o u n t a i n in the m i d d l e , c o n t a i n s a b o u t t w e n t y r o o m s , 
b e s i d e s o u t h o u s e s , c o a c h - h o u s e , s t a b l e s , p i g e o n - h o u s e , 
g a r d e n - h o u s e , e tc . T h e s e c o n d s to rey w h e r e the p r i n 
c i p a l a p a r t m e n t s a r e , the f i rs t - i loor being- chief ly o c c u p i e d 
b y s e r v a n t s , h a s the s a m e n u m b e r of r o o m s , w i t h c o a l -
r o o m , w o o d - r o o m , b a t h - r o o m , a n d w a t e r e v e r y w h e r e , in 
t h e c o u r t be low, in the g a r d e n , a n d on the a z o t e a , w h i c h 
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ía v e r y a p a d o u a ^ a n d w h e r e , w e r e the h o u s e our . o w n , w e 
mig-ht bu i ld a m i r a d o r , a n d o t h e r w i s e o r n a m e n t i t ; , b u t to 
b u i l d fo r a n o t h e r i s too h e r o i c . T h e g r e a t de fec t i n a l l 
t h e s e h o u s e s i s t h e i r w a n t of finish,; the g r e a t d o o r s t h a t 
w i l l n o t s h u t p r o p e r l y , a n d the g r e a t w i n d o w s d o w n to t h e 
g r o u n d , w h i c h i n the r a i n y s e a s o n w i l l c e r t a i n l y a d m i t 
w a t e r , m a k i n g t h e s e r e s i d e n c e s a p p e a r s o m e t h i n g ' l i k e a 
c r o s s - b r e e d b e t w e e n a p a l a c e a n d a b a r n ; the s p l e n d o u r 
of the one , the d i s c o m f o r t of the other . ; I . w i l l n o t inf l ic l ; 
u p o n y o u the. d e t a i l s of a h o u r .petty a n n o y a n c e s c a u s e d 
by p r o c r a s t i n a t i n g t r a d e s m e n . Suff ice i t to s a y , t h a t the 

^ M e x i c a n m a ñ a n a ( t o - m o r r o w ) , if p r o p e r l y . t r a n s l a t e d , 
m e a n s n e v e r . \ A s to p r i c e s , I, c o n c l u d e w e p a y for . b e i n g 
f o r e i g n e r s a n d d i p l o m a t e s , a n d wi l l n o t be l ieve i n á first 
e x p e r i e n c e . , • H o w e v e r , w e a r e se t t led a t l a s t , a n d find the 
a i r h e r e m u c h p u r e r t h a n i n , the h e a r t of the c i t y , w h i l e 
the m a l a d i e s a n d , e p i d e m i c s s o c o m m o n t h e r e , - a r e h e r e 
a l m o s t u n k n o w n . B e h i n d t h i s h o u s e i s a v e r y ' s m a l l 
g a r d e n , b o u n d e d on one s ide by . the , g r e a t w a l l w h i c h 
enc loses ) the . o r c h a r d of the o ld m o n a s t e r y of S a n ; F e r 
n a n d o , w i t h i n w h o s e v a s t p r e c i n c t s on ly s e v e n o r e i g h t 
m o n k a . . n o w . . l i n g e r . I t is • an. i imnensu . -bu i ld ing , o ld a n d 
g r a y , a n d t i m e - w o r n , w i t h c h u r c h a d j o i n i n g , a n d s p a c i o u s 
l u n d s u p p c r t u i n i n g to it. A t «11 t i m e s it i s p i c t u r c s c j u c , 
but by m o o n l i g h t or, s u n s e t it f o r m s u p m o s t o l d e n - t i m e 
v i s i o n . •' . .. •'• 

A t tha t h o u r , s t a n d i n g a lone in the h i g h - w a l l e d ' g a r d e n 
wl iqn the c o n v e n t : bel ls nru l u l i i n g , a n d the c o n v e n t ' i taeif , 
w i t h i t s i r o n - b a r r e d , G o t h i c w i n d o w s , a n d i t s g r a y - g r e e n 
o l i v e - t r e e s tha t l o o k so u n r e a l a n d l i f e l e s s , i s t i n g e d by t h e 
l a s t r a y s of the s u n , the w h o l e s e e m s l i k e a ' v i s i o n , o r a 
h a l f - r e m e m b e r e d s k e t c h , o r a m e m o r y of r o m a n c e . - : 

T h e n the s u n s e t s b e h i n d the s n o w - c r o w n e d m o u n t a i n s 
w j t h a b r i g h t fiery r e d , c o v e r i n g their m a j e s t i c s i d e s w i t h 
a , r o s y g l o w , w h i l e g r e a t b l a c k c l o u d s . c o m e s a i l i n g a l o n g 
l i k e the w i n g s of n i g h t ; a n d then is the h o u r .for r e m e m 
b e r i n g that t h i s i s M e x i c o , a n d i n spi te of a l l the e v i l s t h a t 
h a v e f a l l e n o v e r i t , the m e m o r y of the r o m a n t i c p a s t 
h o v e r s t h e r e s t i l l . B u t the d a r k c l o u d s s a i l o n , a n d 
e n v e l o p the c r i m s o n t in ts y e t l i n g e r i n g a n d b l u s h i n g o n the 
lof ty m o u n t a i n s , a n d l i k e m o n s t r o u s n i g h t - b i r d s b r o o d 
t h e r e i n s i len t w a t c h ; a n d g r a d u a l l y the w h o l e l a n d s c a p e — 
m o u n t a i n s a n d s k y , c o n v e n t a n d o l i v e - t r e e s , l o o k g r a y a n d 
s a d , a n d s e e m to m e l t a w a y in the d i m t w i l i g h t . 
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T h e n the b r i g h t m o o n r i s e s a n d flings her s i l ve r ve i l 

o v e r the m o u n t a i n s , a n d l i g h t s u p the p l a i n s , g l i t t e r i n g 
a n d q u i v e r i n g u p o n the old g r a y s t o n e s , a n d a s o u n d of 
m i l i t a r y m u s i c i s h e a r d in the d i s t a n c e f a r a n d fa int . A n d 
till l h o h e l l s nro l o l l i n g ; f r o m o ld S o n F e r n a n d o that 
r e p e a t s h imse l f l iUe a s e x a g e n a r i a n ; f r o m the t o w c r a of 
the c a t h e d r a l , f r o m m a n y a d i s t a n t c h u r c h a n d c o n v e n t ; 
a n d a b o v e the r u m b l i n g of c a r r i a g e s a n d the h u m of the 
c i ty , a re - h e a r d the n o t e s of a h y m n , n o w r i s i n g , n o w 
f a l l i n g on the e a r , a s a r e l i g i o u s p r o c e s s i o n p a s s e s a l o n g 
to s o m e n e i g h b o u r i n g temple . B u t i t g r o w s l a t e — a 
c a r r i a g e en te rs the c o u r t y a r d — a v i s i t . T h e r e i s no 
r o m a n c e h e r e . M e n a n d w o m e n a r e the s a m e e v e r y w h e r e , 
w h e t h e r e n v e l o p e d in the g r a c e f u l m a n t i l l a , o r w e a r i n g 
H e r b a u W s last, w h e t h e r w r a p p e d in S p a n i s h c l o a k , , o r 
M e x i c a n s a r a p e , o r S c o t t i s h p l a i d . T h e m a n n e r s of the 
l a d i e s here are e x t r e m e l y k i n d , b u t S p a n i s h et iquet te a n d 
c o m p l i m e n t s a r e b e y o n d m e a s u r e t i r e s o m e . A f t e r h a v i n g 
e m b r a c e d e a c h l a d y w h o e n t e r s , a c c o r d i n g to t h e f a s h i o n , 
w h i c h a f te r a l l s e e m s c o r d i a l , to s a y the l e a s t of i t , a n d 
s e a t e d the lady of m o s t c o n s e q u e n c e on the r i g h t s i d e of 
the s o f a , a p o i n t of g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e , the f o l l o w i n g 
d i a l o g u e i s de r i g u e u r . " H o w a r e y o u ? A r e y o u w e l l ? " 
" A t - y o u r s e r v i c e , a n d y o u ? " " W i t h o u t nove l ty ' ( s i n 
n o v e d a d ) a t y o u r s e r v i c e . " " I a m r e j o i c e d , a n d h o w are 
y o u , S e ñ o r a ? " " A t y o u r d i s p o s a l , a n d y o u ? " " A 
t h o u s a n d t h a n k s , a n d the S e ñ o r ? " " A t y o u r s e r v i c e , 
w i t h o u t n o v e l t y , " e t c . , e t c . , e tc . B e s i d e s , be fore s i t t i n g 
d o w n , there i s , " P r a y be s e a t e d . " " P a s s first, S e ñ o r i t a . " 
" N o , , m a d a m , p r a y p a s s first." " Vayat w e l l , to o b l i g e 
y o u , w i t h o u t f u r t h e r c e r e m o n y ; I d i s l i k e c o m p l i m e n t s a n d 
e t i q u e t t e . " A n d i t is a fact th a t there i s no r e a l e t iquet te 
but the m o s t per fec t latssez alter in the w o r l d . A l l these 
a re m e r e w o r d s , t o k e n s of g o o d w i l l . I f i t is in the 
m o r n i n g , there i s the a d d i t i o n a l ques t ion of " H o w h a v e 
y o u p a s s e d the n i g h t ? " A n d the a n s w e r , " I n y o u r 
s e r v i c e . " E v e n i n M e x i c o the w e a t h e r a f fo rds a l e g i t i 
m a t e o p e n i n g for a c o n v e r s a t i o n ba t te ry , but th is chief ly 
w h e n it r a i n s or l o o k s du l l , w h i c h , o c c a s i o n i n g s u r p r i s e , 
g i v e s r ise to o b s e r v a t i o n . B e s i d e s a s l i g h t c h a n g e in the 
d e g r e e of h e a t o r c o l d w h i c h w e s h o u l d not o b s e r v e , they 
c o m m e n t u p o n . . 

T h e v i s i t o v e r , the lad ies r e - e m b r a c e , the l a d y of the 
house fnlfowino- fnrr pnest to (he top of the s t a i r c a s e , a n d 
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a g a i n c o m p l i m e n t s a r e g i v e n a n d r e c e i v e d . " M a d a m , 
y o u k n o w t h a t m y h o u s e is a t y o u r d i s p o s a l . " " A 
t h o u s a n d t h a n k s , m a d a m . M i n e i s a t y o u r s , a n d t h o u g h 
u s e l e s s , k n o w m e for y o u r s e r v a n t , a n d c o m m a n d m e i n 
e v e r y t h i n g that y o u m a y d e s i r e . " " A d i e u , I h o p e y o u 
m u y ¡mas n g o o d n i g h t , " c í e . , e t c . , e t c . A t the b o t t o m 
o f the first l a n d i n g - p l a c e the v i s i t o r s a g a i n , t u r n r o u n d to 
c a t c h t h e eye of the l ady of the h o u s e , a n d the a d i e u s a r e 
r e p e a t e d . A l l t h i s , w h i c h s t r u c k m e at first, a l r e a d y 
a p p e a r s qui te n a t u r a l , and w o u l d s c a r c e be w o r t h m e n t i o n 
i n g , b u t a s a f f o r d i n g a c o n t r a s t to o u r s l i g h t a n d indi f ferent 
m a n n e r of r e c e i v i n g a n d t a k i n g l e a v e of o u r g u e s t s . A l l 
t h e l a d i e s a d d r e s s e a c h o ther , a n d are a d d r e s s e d by g e n t l e 
m e n , b y their C h r i s t i a n n a m e s , a n d t h o s e w h o h a v e p a i d 
m e m o r e than one or t w o v i s i t s , use the s a m e f a m i l i a r 
m o d e o f a d d r e s s to me. A m o n g s t w o m e n I r a t h e r l i k e 
t h i s , b u t it s o m e w h a t s t a r t l e s m y i d e a s of the fitness of 
t h i n g s to hear a y o u n g m a n a d d r e s s a m a r r i e d w o m a n a s 
M a r i a , A n t o n i a , A n i t a , e t c . H o w e v e r , t h i n g s m u s t b e 
t a k e n a s they a r e m e a n t , a n d a s n o f a m i l i a r i t y i s i n t e n d e d , 
n o n e , s h o u l d be s u p p o s e d . . . . 

B u t t h e s e v i s i t o r s a r e g o n e , a n d into the o p e n c o u r t t h e 
c o n s o l a t o r y m o o n i s s h i n i n g . A l l c l o u d s h a v e p a s s e d 
a w a y , a n d the b l u e s k y i s so b l u e , a s to d a z z l e t h e e y e s 
e v e n i n the m o o n l i g h t . E a c h s t a r s h i n e s out b r i g h t , 
g o l d e n , a n d d i s t i n c t , a n d i t s e e m s a s i n to s leep a n d to 
l o s e so love ly a n i g h t . . . . B u t for a t rue n i g h t v i e w , 
m o u n t upon the A z o t e a , a n d s e e al l M e x i c o s l e e p i n g a t 
y o u r f e e t ; the w h o l e v a l l e y a n d the c i t y i tsel f floating i n 
m o o n l i g h t ; the b lue v a u l t a b o v e g e m m e d w i t h s t a r s , a n d 
the m o u n t a i n s a l l b a t h e d i n s i l v e r , t h e w h i t e v o l c a n o e s 
s e e m i n g to j o i n e a r t h a n d s k y . H e r e e v e n S a l v a t o r ' s 
g e n i u s w o u l d fa i l . W e m u s t e v o k e the g h o s t of B y r o n . 
T h e p e n c i l c a n do n o t h i n g . P o e t r y a lone m i g h t g i v e a 
f a i n t i d e a of a s c e n e so w o n d r o u s l y b e a u t i f u l . 

26 th .—We w e n t y e s t e r d a y w i t h M r . M , h i s w i f e a n d 
d a u g h t e r and a p a d r e to v i s i t t h e a r c h b i s h o p ' s p a l a c e a t 
T a c u b a y a , a p re t ty v i l l a g e about four m i l e s f r o m M e x i c o , 
a n d a f a v o u r i t e r ide of o u r s ¡n t h e m o r n i n g . T h e c o u n t r y 
r o u n d M e x i c o , if not a l w a y s b e a u t i f u l , h a s the m e r i t o f 
b e i n g o r i g i n a l , a n d on the r o a d to T a c u b a y a , w h i c h g o e s 
b y C h a p u l t e p e c , y o u p a s s l a r g e t r a c t s of c o u n t r y , a l m o s t 
e n t i r e l y u n c u l t i v a t e d , t h o u g h s o n e a r t h e c i t y , o r c o v e r e d 
b y the m i g h t y m a g u e y p l a n t , t h e A m e r i c a n a g a v e , w h i c h 
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w i l l flourish o n t h e m o s t a r i d s o i l , a n d , l i k e a f o u n t a i n 
in a d e s e r t p l a c e , f u r n i s h e s the p o o r e s t I n d i a n w i t h the 
b e v e r a g e m o s t g r a t e f u l to h i s p a l a t e . I t s e e m s to b e to 
t h e m w h a t the r e i n d e e r i s to the E s q u i m a u x , fitted by 
n a t u r e to s u p p l y «11 h i s w a n t s . T h e m a g u e y a n d i ts 
p r o d u c e , p u l q u e , w e r e k n o w n to t h e I n d i a n s i n the m o s t 
anp ien t t i m e s , a n d the p r i m i t i v e A z t e c s m a y h a v e b e c o m e 
a s i n t o x i c a t e d o n the i r f a v o u r i t e o c i l i , a s they c u l l e d i t , a s 
the m o d e r n M e x i c a n s do on the i r b e l o v e d p u l q u e . 

I t i s n o t o f ten t h a t w e s e e the s u p e r b flower w i t h i ts 
c o l o s s a l s t e m , fo r the p l a n t th a t i s i n b l o s s o m i s a u s e l e s s 
b e a u t y . T h e m o m e n t the e x p e r i e n c e d I n d i a n b e c o m e s 
a w a r e t h a t h i s m a g u e y i s a b o u t to flower, he c u t s o u t the 
h e a r t , c o v e r s it o v e r w i t h the s i d e l e a v e s of t h e p l a n t , a n d 
a l l t h e j u i c e w h i c h s h o u l d h a v e g o n e to t h e g r e a t s t e m of 
the flower, r u n s in to the e m p t y b a s i n t h u s f o r m e d , i n t o 
w h i c h the I n d i a n , t h r i c e a d a y , a n d d u r i n g s e v e r a l m o n t h s 
in s u c c e s s i o n , i n s e r t s h i s a c o j o t e or g o u r d , a k i n d of 
s i p h o n , a n d a p p l y i n g h i s m o u t h to the o t h e r e n d , d r a w s 
off the l i q u o r b y s u c t i o n ; a c u r i o u s - l o o k i n g p r o c e s s . F i r s t 
it i s c a l l e d h o n e y - w a t e r , a n d i s s w e e t a n d s c e n t l e s s ; but 
e a s i l y f e r m e n t s w h e n t r a n s f e r r e d to the s k i n s or e a r t h e n 
v a s e s w h e r e i t i s k e p t . T o üí¡aÍHt in i t s f e r m e n t a t i o n j 
h o w e v e r , a l i t t le o ld p u l q u e , M a d r e p u l q u e , a s i t i s c a l l e d , 
w h i c h h a s f e r m e n t e d fo r m a n y d a y s , is a d d e d to it , a n d in 
t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s a f t e r i t l e a v e s the p l a n t , y o u m a y 
i m b i b e i t in a l l i t s p e r f e c t i o n . I t i s s a i d to b e the m o s t 
w h o l e s o m e d r i n k in t h e w o r l d , a n d r e m a r k a b l y a g r e e a b l e 
w h e n o n e h a s o v e r c o m e the first s h o c k o c c a s i o n e d by i ts 
r a n c i d o d o u r . A t a l l e v e n t s , t h e m a g u e y i s a s o u r c e of 
u n f a i l i n g prof i t , the c o n s u m p t i o n of p u l q u e b e i n g e n o r 
m o u s , s o that m a n y of the r i c h e s t f a m i l i e s i n the c a p i t a l 
o w e the i r f o r t u n e en t i re ly to the p r o d u c e of t h e i r m a g u e y s . 
W h e n t h e o w n e r s d o not m a k e the p u l q u e t h e m s e l v e s , 
t h e y f r e q u e n t l y se l l the i r p l a n t s to the I n d i a n s ; a n d a 
m a g u e y , w h i c h c o s t s a rea l w h e n first p l a n t e d , w i l l , w h e n 
r e a d y to be c u t , ael l for t w e l v e o r e i g h t e e n d o l l a r s ; a to ler 
a b l e prof i t , c o n s i d e r i n g th a t it g r o w s i n a l m o s t a n y s o i l , 
r e q u i r e s l i t t le m a n u r e , a n d , u n l i k e the v i n e , no v e r y s p e c i a l 
o r p e r i o d i c a l c a r e . T h e y a r e p l a n t e d in r o w s l i k e h e d g e s , 
a n d : t b o u g h the i n d i v i d u a l p l a n t i s h a n d s o m e , the g e n e r a l 
ef fect is m o n o t o n o u s . O f t h e fibres i s m a d e a n e x c e l l e n t 
S t r o n g Ih rc fu i c u l l e d p i t a , o f w h i c h p i ta they m a k e a s t r o n g 
b r o w n i s h p u p r r , ¡ iml m i ^ l i l i i m K r r l n t h If ( l i ry p lnm.ei l . 
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T h e r e i s , h o w e v e r , l i t t le i m p r o v e m e n t m a d e by t h e 
M e x i c a n s u p o n the I n g e n u i t y of the i r I n d i a n a n c e s t o r s , i n 
r e s p e c t to t h e m a g u e y . U p o n p a p e r m a d e of i t s fibres, 
the a n c i e n t M e x i c a n s p a i n t e d the i r h i e r o g l y p h i c a l figures. 

. T h e s t r o n g a n d po in ted t h o r n s w h i c h t e r m i n a t e t h e 
g i g a n t i c l e a v e s , they u s e d a s n a i l s a n d p i n s ; a n d a m o n g s t 
the a b u s e s , n o t the u s e s of t h e s e , the a n c i e n t s a n g u i n a r y 
p r i e s t s w e r e i n t h e hab i t of p i e r c i n g the i r b r e a s t s a n d 
t e a r i n g the i r a r m s w i t h t h e m , in a c t s of e x p i a t i o n . 
B e s i d e s , there is a v e r y s t r o n g b r a n d y d i s t i l l e d f r o m 
p u l q u e , w h i c h h a s t h e a d v a n t a g e of p r o d u c i n g i n t o x i c a t i o n 
i n a n in f in i te ly s h o r t e r p e r i o d . 

T o g e t h e r w i t h the m a g u e y , g r o w s a n o t h e r i m m e n s e 
p r o d u c t i o n of n a t u r e , the ó r g a n o s , w h i c h r e s e m b l e s t h e 
b a r r e l s o r p i p e s of an o r g a n , a n d b e i n g c o v e r e d w i t h 
p r i c k l e s , the p l a n t s g r o w i n g c l o s e t o g e t h e r , a n d a b o u t 
s i x feet h i g h , m a k e s the s t r o n g e s t n a t u r a l f ence i m a g i n 
a b l e , b e s i d e s b e i n g c o v e r e d w i t h b e a u t i f u l f l o w e r s . T h e r e 
i s a l s o a n o t h e r s p e c i e s of c a c t u s , the n o p a l , w h i c h b e a r s t h e 
t u n a , a m o s t r e f r e s h i n g f r u i t , b u t not r i p e a t th is s e a s o n . 
T h e p l a n t l o o k s l i k e a s e r i e s of flat g r e e n p i n - c u s h i o n s 
f a s t e n e d t o g e t h e r , a n d s t u c k fu l l of d i m i n u t i v e n e e d l e s . 

B u t t h o u g h the e n v i r o n s of M e x i c o a r e flat, t h o u g h 
t h e r e a r e J e w t r e e s , ttltlc c u l l i v a t i o n , a n d u n i n h a b i t e d 
h a c i e n d a s , a n d r u i n e d c h u r c h e s i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s , s t i l l , w i t h 
i ts b e a u t i f u l c l i m a t e a n d e v e r - s m i l i n g s k y , the p r o f u s i o n of 
r o s e s a n d s w e e t - p e a s in t h e d e s e r t e d g a r d e n s , t h e o c c a 
s i o n a l c l u m p s o f fine t r e e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e g r a c e f u l A r b o l d 
d e P e r u ( s h i n u m tnol le, t h e P e r u v i a n p e p p e r - t r e e ) , i t s 
b e n d i n g b r a n c h e s l o a d e d w i t h b u n c h e s of c o r a l - c o l o u r e d 
b e r r i e s , the o l d o r c h a r d s w i t h t h e i r b l o s s o m i n g f r u i t - t r e e s , 
t h e c o n v i c t i o n t h a t e v e r y t h i n g n e c e s s a r y fo r the u s e o f 
m a n c a n be p r o d u c e d w i t h s c a r c e l y a n y l a b o u r , a l l c o n 
t r i b u t e s to r e n d e r the l a n d s c a p e one w h i c h i t i s i m p o s s i b l e 
to p a s s t h r o u g h w i t h ind i f f e rence . 

A m a g n i f i c e n t a s h - t r e e ( the M e x i c a n f r e s n o ) , t h e p r i d e 
of T a c u b a y a ; w h i c h t h r o w s o u t i ts l u x u r i a n t b r a n c h e s , 
c o v e r i n g a l a r g e s p a c e of g r o u n d , w a s po in ted o u t to u s 
a s h a v i n g a t r a d i t i o n a t t a c h e d to i t . I t h a d n e a r l y 
w i t h e r e d a w a y , w h e n the Y l u s t r i s i m o S e ñ o r F o n t i , the l a s t 
of the S p a n i s h a r c h b i s h o p s , g a v e it h i s s o l e m n b e n e d i c 
t i o n , a n d p r a y e d tha t i t s v i g o u r m i g h t be r e s t o r e d . 
H e a v e n h e a r d h i s p r a y e r ; n e w b u d s i n s t a n t l y s h o t f o r t h , 
a n d the tree h a s s i n c e c o n t i n u e d to t h r i v e l u x u r i a n t l y . 
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T a c u b a y a i s a s c a t t e r e d v i l l a g e , c o n t a i n i n g s o m e pre t ty 

c o u n t r y - h o u s e s , a n d s o m e o ld g a r d e n s w i t h s tone f o u n 
t a i n s . T h e w o r d c o u n t r y - h o u s e m u s t no t , h o w e v e r , be 
u n d e r s t o o d in the E n g l i s h a c c e p t a t i o n of t h e w o r d . T h e 
h o u s e , w h i c h i s ¡n fact m e r e l y u s e d a s a n o c c a s i o n a l 
r e t r e a t d u r i n g the s u m m e r m o n t h s , i s g e n e r a l l y a l a r g e 
e m p t y b u i l d i n g , w i t h i n n u m e r a b l e lofty r o o m s , c o m m u n i -
cnt inf f w i th e n c h o t h e r , a n d e o n l n i n i n g the s c a n t i e s t p o s 
s ib le supp ly of f u r n i t u r e . O n e r o o m w i l l h a v e in it u 
d e a l t a b i c a n d a f e w c h a i r s ; y o u wi l l t h e n p a s s t h r o u g h 
five or s i x qu i te e m p t y ; then y o u w i l l u r r i v c at t w o or 
t h r e e , w i t h g r e e n p a i n t e d b e d s t e a d s a n d a b e n c h ; the 
w a l l s b a r e , o r o r n a m e n t e d w i t h a f e w o ld p i c t u r e s of 
S a i n t s a n d V i r g i n s , a n d b a r e floors o r n a m e n t e d w i t h 
n o t h i n g . T o th is a d d a k i t c h e n a n d o u t h o u s e s , a g a r d e n 
r u n n i n g to w a s t e a n d o v e r r u n n i n g w i t h flowers, w i t h 
st i f f s t o n e w a l k s a n d a f o u n t a i n in the m i d d l e , an o r c h a r d 
a n d a n o l i v e - g r o u n d ; s u c h a r e m o s t o f the h a c i e n d a s tha t 
I h a v e yet s e e n . T h a t of the C o u n t e s s C — — a , w h i c h 
s e e m s to be the h a n d s o m e s t in T a c u b a y a , i s r e m a r k a b l e 
f o r c o m m a n d i n g f r o m its w i n d o w s one of the m o s t b e a u 
t i fu l v i e w s i m a g i n a b l e of M e x i c o , the v o l c a n o e s a n d C h a -
p u l t e p e c . F r o m h e r a z o t e a there is a l s o a s p l e n d i d v i e w 
of the w h o l e v a l l e y ; a n d a s h e r g ; i rden i s in g o p d o r d e r , 
t h a t s h e has a n exce l l en t b i l l t a rd - tah le , a p i a n o , but a b o v e 
all, a m o s t a g r e e a b l e s o c i e t y in her o w n f a m i l y , a n d tha t 
h e r h o u s e is the v e r y c e n t r e of h o s p i t a l i t y , one m a y c e r 
t a i n l y s p e n d m a n y p l e a s a n t h o u r s there , w i t h o u t r e g r e t t i n g 
the a b s e n c e of the l u x u r i o u s f u r n i t u r e , w h i c h , in M e x i c o , 
s e e m s en t i re ly conf ined to the t o w n h o u s e s . T h e c o u n t e s s 
h e r s e l f a s s u r e d us Unit s h e h a d twice c o m p l e t e l y f u r n i s h e d 
t h e h o u s e , b u t a s , in t w o r e v o l u t i o n s , e v e r y t h i n g w a s 
t h r o w n out of the w i n d o w s a n d d e s t r o y e d , s h e w a s 
r e s o l v e d in f u t u r e to conf ine h e r s e l f to le s t r i d e nécessa i re . 

W e w e n t to see a h o u s e a n d g a r d e n w h i c h h a s f a l l e n , 
i n c h a n c e s u c c e s s i o n , to a poor w o m a n , w h o , n o t b e i n g 
n b l c to o c c u p y her u n e x p e c t e d i n h c r i l n n c e , i s d e s i r o u s of 
s e l l i n g it . T h e g a r d e n a n d g r o u n d s a r e a d e s e r t e d w i l d e r 
n e s s of s w e e t s . W e w e r e j o i n e d hy s e v e r a l m o n k s f r o m 
a n e i g h b o u r i n g c o n v e n t , a n d w i t h t h e m w e n t to v i s i t the 
a r c h b i s h o p ' s p a l a c e . C h e m i n f a i s a n t , the p a d r e i n f o r m e d 
u s tha t he w a s f o r m e r l y a m e r c h a n t , a m a r r i e d m a n , a n d 
a f r i e n d of Y t u r b i d e ' s . H e f a i l e d , h is w i f e d i e d , h i s f r i end 
w a s s h o t , a n d he jo ined a s m a l i c o m m i i i i i l y of p r i e s t s w h o 
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l i v e d re t i red h i t h e c o n v e n t of L a P r o f e s a , w h i c h , w i t h i t s 
c h u r c h i s o n e of the r i c h e s t in M e x i c o . 

T h e A r z o b i s p a d o is a l a r g e , h a n d s o m e , h u t d e s e r t e d 
building1, c o m m a n d i n g - t h e s a m e fine v i e w a s f r o m t h e 
h o u s e of the c o u n t e s s , a n d w i t h a g a r d e n a n d fine o l i v e -
g r o u n d , of w h i c h the t r e e s w e r e b r o u g h t f r o m E u r o p e . 
T h e g a r d e n w a s filled w i t h l a r g e d o u b l e p i n k r o s e s , a n d 
b u n c h e s of the m i l l e - f i e u r - r o s e , w h i c h a r e d i s p o s e d i n 
a r c h e s , a f a v o u r i t e ou.sUmi h e r e , Mso w i t h a p r o f u s i o n ojf 
s w e e t - p e a s a n d j e s s a m i n e , a n d a f e w o r a n g e - t r e e s , . T h e 
g a r d e n e r g a v e us s o m e b e a u t i f u l b o u q u e t s , a n d w c l i n g e r e d 
h e r e t i l l s u n s e t , a d m i r i n g the v i e w . T h e r e is n o p o i n t 
f r o m w h i c h M e x i c o i s s e e n to s u c h a d v a n t a g e . I t is e v e n 
a finer p r o s p e c t t h a n t h a t f r o m C h a p u l t e p e c , s i n c e it e m 
b r a c e s the c a s t l e i tse l f , o n e of the m o s t s t r i k i n g f e a t u r e s 
i n t h e l a n d s c a p e . B u t j u s t a s the s u n s u n k b e h i n d t h e 
m o u n t a i n s , a s u d d e n c h a n g e took p l a c e i n the w e a t h e r . 
T h e w i n d r o s e , g r e a t m a s s e s of d a r k c l o u d s c a m e dr iv ing" 
o v e r the s k y , a n d the r a i n fel l in t o r r e n t s , f o r c i n g u s to 
m a k e a h a s t y r e t r e a t to o u r c a r n a g e s , a n d h a v i n g o m i t t e d 
to t a k e a n y p r e c a u t i o n s , a n d t h i s r o a d not b e i n g p a r t i c u 
l a r l y s a f e a t n i g h t , we w e r e p r o b a b l y i n d e b t e d fo r o u r s a f e 
r e t u r n m o r e to " g o o d l u c k t h a n g o o d g u i d a n c e ; " o r , 
p e r h a p s , w e o w e d it in p a r t to the p a d r e , for the r o b b e r s 
a r e s h y a t a t t a c k i n g e i t h e r s o l d i e r s or p r i e s t s , the first 
f r o m f e a r , a n d t h e s e c o n d f r o m a w e . 

T a l k i n g of r o b b e r s a n d r o b b e r i e s , r a t h e r a fe r t i l e t h e m e 
of c o n v e r s a t i o n , S e ñ o r to ld m e t h e o t h e r d a y t h a t , in 
t h e t i m e of a f o r m e r p r e s i d e n t , it c a m e to p a s s , t h a t a 
c e r t a i n g e n t l e m a n w e n t to t a k e h i s l e a v e a t t h e p a l a c e , 
p r e v i o u s to s e t t i n g off for V e r a C r u z . H e w a s r e c e i v e d 
by the p r e s i d e n t , w h o w a s a l o n e w i t h h i s a i d e - d e - c a m p , 
G e n e r a l , a n d m e n t i o n e d to h i m i n c o n f i d e n c e tha t h e 
w a s a b o u t to t a k e a c o n s i d e r a b l e s u m of m o n e y w i t h 
h i m , b u t t h a t it w a s s o w e l l c o n c e a l e d in the l i n i n g o f a 
t r u n k , w h i c h h e d e s c r i b e d , that e v e n i f a t t a c k e d b y 
r o b b e r s , it w a s i m p o s s i b l e they s h o u l d d i s c o v e r i t , a n d 
that t h e r e f o r e h e did n o t t h i n k it n e c e s s a r y to t a k e a n 
e s c o r t w i t h h i m . T h e n e x t d a y t h i s c o n f i d e n t i a l g e n t l e 
m a n le f t M e x i c o , in the d i l i g e n c e . N o t f a r f r o m the g a t e s 
the c o a c h w a s a t t a c k e d , a n d , s t r a n g e to s a y , t h e r o b b e r s 
s i n g l e d out the v e r y t r u n k w h i c h c o n t a i n e d t h e m o n e y , 
o p e n e d it , r i p p e d up the l i n i n g , a n d h a v i n g p o s s e s s e d 
t h e m s e l v e s of the s u m there in c o n c e a l e d , p e a c e a b l y 
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d e p a r t e d . ; I t . w a s a s i n g u l a r c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t thç c a p t a i n 
of the r o b b e r s , t h o u g h s o m e w h a t d i s g u i s e d , bore a s t r i d i n g 
g e n e r a l r e s e m b l a n c e to the p r e s i d e n t ' s a i d e - d e - c a m p 1 
T h e s e c o i n c i d e n c e s w i l l h a p p e n . . . . 

.. M y ch ie f o c c u p a t i o n , l a t e l y , h a s c o n s i s t e d in r e t u r n i n g 
v i g i t s ; a n d ¡ t i s c e r t a i n t h a t , a c c o r d i n g to our v i e w s of the 
ORBO, thero m tuo w h i n n diMl incl i tm btMwuon llie ftiU-di'OHB 
s t y l e of toi let a d o p t e d by t l ie l a d i e s w h e n they p a y v i s i t s , 
a n d the u n d r e s s i n w h i c h they r e c e i v e t h e i r v i s i t o r s at 
h o m e . , To t h i s t h e r e are s o m e , n a y , m a n y e x c e p t i o n s , 
b u t en masse th is i s the c a s e . . . . 
j . On first a r r i v i n g f r o m t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , w h e r e an u g l y 
w o m a n i s a p h o e n i x , one c a n n o t fa i l to be s t r u c k a t the first 
g l a n c e w i t h t h e g e n e r a l a b s e n c e of b e a u t y in M e x i c o . I t 
i s o n l y by d e g r e e s that h a n d s o m e f a c e s b e g i n to d a w n 
Upon u a j but, h u w o v u r , it i m i s l bo rcmiu'Uuu that b e a u t y 
w i t h o u t c o l o u r i s a p t to be l e s s s t r i k i n g a n d to m a k e l e s s 
impre t í s ion on us a t first. T h e b r i l l i a n t c o m p l e x i o n a n d 
fine figure of an E n g l i s h w o m a n s t r i k e e v e r y o n e . T h e 
b e a u t y of e x p r e s s i o n a n d finely-chiselled f e a t u r e s of a 
S p a n i a r d s t e a l u p o n us l i k e a so f t m o o n l i g h t , w h i l e a 
F r e n c h w o m a n , h o w e v e r p l a i n , h a s so g r a c e f u l a m a n n e r of 
s a y i n g a g r e e a b l e t h i n g s , so c h a r m i n g a t o u r n u r e , s u c h a> 
p i q u a n t w a y of m a n a g i n g h e r e y e s , a n d e v e n hey m o u t h y 
t h a t w e t h i n k h e r a b e a u t y a f i c r ha l f an hour ' s a c q u a i n t - i 
a n c e , a n d even lose o u r a d m i r a t i o n for the q u i e t a n d high;;, 
b r e d , b u t l e s s g r a c e f u l A n g l a i s e . T h e b e a u t y of thtr-
w o m e n hen i cona ia t in mipcib blarli c y v s , v e r y fiiuj d a r k , 
h a i r , a b e a u t i f u l arm a n d h a n d , a n d s m a l l , we l l -mad i r 
feet. T h e d e f e c t s a r e , tha t they are f r e q u e n t l y too s h o w 
a n d : too fa t , t h a t t h e i r teeth are o f ten b a d , a n d the i r c o m 
p l e x i o n n o t the c l e a r o l ive of the S p a n i a r d s , nor the g l o w 
ing] b r o w n of t h e I t a l i a n s , b u t a b i l i o u s - l o o k i n g ye l low . , ' 
T h ç i r no t ion of i n s e r t i n g t h e foot in to a s h o e ha l f a n i n c h 
s h o r t e r , r u i n s thej f o o t , ant} d e s t r o y s the i r g r a c e in w a l k 
i n g , ¡ a n d , c o n s e q u e n t l y , in e v e r y m o v e m e n t . T h i s f a s h i o n 
i s , . ' f o r tuna te ly , b e g i n n i n g to fa l l in to d i s u s e . . . . I t i s 
t h e r e f o r e e v i d e n t t h a t w h e n a M e x i c a n a is e n d o w e d w i t h 
w h i t e ; ,teeth a n d a fine c p m p l e x i o n , w h e n s h e h a s n o t 
g r o w n too fat , a n d w h e n s h e d o e s not t o r t u r e he r s m a l l 
foot- to m a k e it s m a l l e r , ¿he m u s t be e x t r e m e l y h a n d 
s o m e . . . T h e g e n e r a l c a r e l e s s n e s s of the i r d r e s s in thq 
m o r n i n g i s , h o w e v e r , a n o t h e r g r e a t d r a w b a c k to b e a u t y . 
A w o m a n w i t h o u t / s t a y s , .wijbh u n c o m b e d h a i r a n d r e b o s o . 



; Indians 99 
h a d n e e d to b e v e r y l o v e l y , if s h e r e t a i n a n y a t t r a c t i o n a t 
a l l . T h i s i n d o l e n c e , i n d e e d , i s g o i n g o u t of f a s h i o n , e s p e 
c i a l l y a m o n g the y o u n g e r p a r t of the c o m m u n i t y , o w i n g , 
p e r h a p s , to t h e i r m o r e f r e q u e n t i n t e r c o u r s e w i t h fore igrn-
e r s , t h o u g h i t w i l l p r o b a b l y be l o n g b e f o r e the m o r n i n g 
a t h o m e is n o t c o n s i d e r e d a p r i v i l e g e d t ime a n d p l a c e f o r 
díHl i í i l i i l In. Nolwit i iHti imlintf", I huvo innde m a n y , v i s i t s 
w h e r e 1 h a v e f o u n d l h e w n o l e f a m i l y in a p e r f e c t s t a t e 
of o r d e r a n d n e a t n e s s , b u t I h a v e o b s e r v e d that t h e r e the , 
f a t h e r s , a n d w h a t i s m o r e i m p o r t a n t , the m o t l i e r s , h a d 
t r a v e l l e d in E u r o p e , a n d e s t a b l i s h e d a n e w o r d e r of t h i n g s 
o n t h e i r r e t u r n . 

U p o n the w h o l e , the h a n d s o m e s t w o m e n h e r e a r e n o t 
M e x i c a n s , t h a t i s , not b o r n i n the c a p i t a l , b u t i n t h e 
p r o v i n c e s . F r o m P u e b l a , a n d J a h i p a a n d V e r a C r u z , w e 
a c c m a n y d ia t iugu iH l jcd by t l ie i r In i lJ iunt c o m p l e x i o n s a n d 
fine t e e t h , a n d w h o are t a l l e r a n d m o r e g r a c e f u l t h a n t h o s e 
b o r n i n the c i t y o f M e x i c o ; p r e c i s e l y a s in S p a i n , w h e r e : 
t h e h a n d s o m e s t w o m e n i n M a d r i d a r e s a i d to be thoge: 
b o r n o u t of i t . . 4-* 

T h e c o m m o n I n d i a n s , w h o m w e s e e e v e r y , day b r i n g i n g \ 
in t h e i r f r u i t a n d v e g e t a b l e s to m a r k e t , a r e , g e n e r a l l y 
. jpea lc ing , v e r y p l a i n , w i t h a n h u m b l e , m i l d e x p r e s s i o n o f 

o u n t e n a n c e , v e r y g e n t l e , a n d w o n d e r f u l l y pol i te m t h e i r 
T i a n n e r s to e a c h o t h e r ; but o c c a s i o n a l l y , i n t h e l o w e r 

l a s s e s , one s e e s a f a c e a n d f o r m s o b e a u t i f u l , t h a t w e 
m i g h t s u p p o s e s u c h a n o t h e r w a s the I n d i a n w h o e n c h a n t e d 

^ o r t c H ; w i i l i e y e s and h a i r of e x l r i i o r d i n u r y b e a u t y , a c o m * 
) - iex ion d a r k b u t g l o w i n g , w i t h the I n d i a n beauty of t e e t h 
ifite t h e d r i v e n s n o w , t o g e t h e r w i t h s m a l l f ee t a n d b e a u -
t t f u l l y - s h a p e d h a n d s a n d a r m s , h o w e v e r i m b r o w n e d b y 
s u n a n d toi l . I n t h e s e c a s e s it i s m o r e t h a n p r o b a b l e t h a t , 
a o w e v e r I n d i a n i n h e r a p p e a r a n c e , t h e r e m u s t h a v e b e e n 
s o m e i n t e r m a r r i a g e s in formei* d a y s b e t w e e n h e r p r o 
g e n i t o r s a n d t h e d e s c e n d a n t s o f the c o n q u e r o r s . W e a l s o 
o c c a s i o n a l l y o b s e r v e v e r y h a n d s o m e R a n c h e r i t a s , w i v e s o r 
d a u g h t e r s of t h e f a r m e r s , r i d i n g in f r o n t o f t h e i r f a r m -
s e r v a n t s o n t h e s a m e h o r s e , w i t h the w h i t e tee th a n d fine 
figures w h i c h a r e p r e s e r v e d by the c o n s t a n t e x e r c i s e t h a t 
c o u n t r y w o m e n m u s t p e r f o r c e t a k e , w h a t e v e r b e t h e i r 
n a t u r a l i n d o l e n c e , w h i l e t h e e a r l y f a d i n g of b e a u t y i n t h e 
h i g h e r c l a s s e s , the d e c a y o f t e e t h , a n d the o v e r - c o r p u l e n c y 
so' c o m m o n a m o n g s t t h e m , a r e no d o u b t the n a t u r a l c o n 
s e q u e n c e s of w a n t o f exerc isç a n d of i n j u d i c i o u s . f o o d . 
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T h e r e is no c o u n t r y i n the w o r l d w h e r e so m u c h animaL 
food is c o n s u m e d , a n d there is no c o u n t r y i n the w o r l a 
w h e r e so l i t t le i s r e q u i r e d . T h e c o n s u m e r s a re n o t t h e ' 
I n d i a n s , w h o c a n n o t a f ford i t , b u t t h e be t te r c l a s s e s , whoj 
g e n e r a l l y e a t m e a t t h r e e t i m e s a d a y . T h i s , w i t h the 
q u a n t i t i e s o f c h i l e a n d s w e e t m e a t s , in a c l i m a t e w h i c h 
e v e r y one c o m p l a i n s of a s b e i n g i r r i t a t i n g a n d inf lami j 
m a t o r y , p r o b a b l y p r o d u c e s t h o s e n e r v o u s c o m p l a i n t s which) 
are here s o g e n e r n l , a n d for w h i c h c o n s t a n t hot b a t h s are 
the u n i v e r s a l a n d a g r e e a b l e r e m e d y . 1 
• I n po in t of a m i a b i l i t y a n d w i i n n t h of m a n n e r , I havef 
m e t w i t h no w o m e n w h o c a n p o s s i b l y c o m p e t e w i t h those1 
i n M e x i c o , a n d i t a p p e a r s to m e t h a t w o m e n o f a l l o ther 
c o u n t r i e s w i l l a p p e a r c o l d a n d stiff by c o m p a r i s o n . T o 
s t r a n g e r s t h i s is a n u n f a i l i n g c h a r m , a n d i t i s to be h o p e d 
t h a t w h a t e v e r a d v a n t a g e s t h e y m a y d e r i v e f r o m their, 
i n t e r c o u r s e w i t h f o r e i g n e r s , they m a y n e v e r l o s e th is 
g r a c e f u l c o r d i a l i t y , w h i c h f o r m s s o a g r e e a b l e a c o n t r a s t 
w i t h ^ E n g l i s h a n d A m e r i c a n f r i g i d i t y . 
• C — • — n r e c e i v e d a n i n v i t a t i o n s o m e t ime a g o to a t tend 
the honms o f l h o d a u g h t e r of the M n r q n i s of S a ; 
t ha t i s , the c e l e b r a t i o n of m a s s for t h e r e p o s e of h e r s o u l . 
M w a s obse rv i ng t o - d n y , tha t i f th is C ; i l h o l i c d o c t r i n e 
b e ' f i r m l y b e l i e v e d , a n d t h a t the p r a y e r s o f the C h u r c h a re 
i n d e e d a v a i l i n g to s h o r t e n the s u f f e r i n g s of t h o s e w h o 
h a v e g o n e b e f o r e u s ; to r e l i e v e t h o s e w h o m we l o v e f r o m 
t h o u s a n d s o f y e a r s of t o r t u r e , i t is a s t o n i s h i n g h o w t h e ! 
rich do not b e c o m e p o o r , a n d the p o o r b e g g a r s , i n fu r - <. 
t h e r a n c e o f t h i s o b j e c t ; a n d that i f the idea b e p u r e l y 
h u m a n , i t s h o w e d a w o n d e r f u l k n o w l e d g e o f h u m a n 
n a t u r e , on the p a r t of t h e i n v e n t o r , a s w h a t s o u r c e of 
prof i t c o u l d be m o r e s u r e ? . . . . 

C e r t a i n l y no e x p e n s e w a s s p a r e d on th is o c c a s i o n . S a n 
A u g u s t i n , i n i tse l f a b e a u t i f u l c h u r c h , w a s fitted up w i t h j | 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y s p l e n d o u r . T h e w a l l s a n d p i l l a r s w e r e 
c o v e r e d w i t h d r a p e r i e s of rich c r i m s o n v e l v e t . I n n u m e r - j 
able w a x c a n d l e s w e r e l i g h t e d , a n d a n i n v i s i b l e b a n d of 
mus ic p l n v c d d u r i n g ( l ie i n l e r v n t s o f ( l ie d e e p - r o l l i n g 
OrgMl . A l l the m o a j t s of S a n . A u g u s t i n , w i t h the i r w h i t e 
h o o d s a n d s a n d a l l e d fee t , a n d c a r r y i n g l i g h t e d t a p e r s , ij 
were r a n g e d n e a r the a l t a r . A l l the m a l e r e l a t i v e s o f t h e ^ 
f a m i l y , d r e s s e d i n deep m o u r n i n g , o c c u p i e d t h e h i g h -
b a c k e d c h a i r s p l a c e d a l o n g o n e s i d e o f t h e c h u r c h , t h e U 
floor of w h i c h w a s c o v e r e d w i t h a c a r p e t , on w h i c h Ij 
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v a r i o u s v e i l e d a n d mourn ing - figures w e r e k n e e l i n g , w h o m 
I j o i n e d . T h e w h o l e s e r v i c e , the c h a n t i n g , t h e s o l e m n 

, m u s i c , a n d the p r a y e r s , w e r e v e r y i m p r e s s i v e , y e t m o r e 
j o y o u s t h a n s a d , p e r h a p s f r o m the p e r v a d i n g f e e l i n g t h a t 
e a c h n o t e , a s it r o s e to h e a v e n , c a r r i e d s o m e a l l e v i a t i o n 
to the s p i r i t o f the y o u n g a n d b e l o v e d one f o r w h o s e r e p o s e 
t h e y p l a y e d , a n d b r o u g h t h e r n e a r e r to t h e g a t e s of the 
H o l y C i t y . 

' S h e w a s b u t t w e n t y w h e n s h e d i e d ; a n d o u r first h o u s e 
i s c l o s e to tha t o f the M a r q u i s de S a , her f a t h e r , só 

\ tha t w e w e r e s h o c k e d to l e a r n th a t s h e h a d e x p i r e d o n the 
n i g h t of o u r g r e a t s e r e n a d e ( w e , of c o u r s e , not a w a r e of 
h e r i l l n e s s ) , a c t u a l l y to the s o u n d of th a t g a y m u s i c , a n d 
a m i d s t the s h o u t i p g a n d d a p p i n g of h a n d s of t h e m u l t i 
tude . W h e n the s e r v i c e w a s o v e r t h e p r o c e s s i o n p a s s e d 

•i o u t , e v e r y o n e k i s s i n g t h e h a n d of t h e b i s h o p a s h e w e n t 
a l o n g , a n d w e f o u n d s o m e dif f icul ty in m a k i n g o u r w a y 
t h r o u g h the c r o w d s of l é p e r o s , w h o , t h o u g h n o t a l l o w e d 
to e n t e r t h e c h u r c h o n th is o c c a s i o n , w e r e s w a r m i n g a t 
t h e g a t e s . O u r c a r n a g e , a s w e r e t u r n e d h o m e , , f o r m e d 
o n e o f a file of a t l eas t o n e h u n d r e d . 

W e f o u n d on o u r tab le a n o t h e r i n v i t a t i o n to a v e r y 
à s p l e n d i d m a s s , w h i c h i s to be p e r f o r m e d in S a n F r a n c i s c o , 

on a c c o u n t of l h e d e a t h of a f r i end of o u r s , n s e n a t o r of 
a d i s t i n g u i s h e d f a m i l y . T h e s ty le of t h e s e i n v i t a t i o n s i s 
a s f o l l o w s : — A d e v i c e i s e n g r a v e d o n t h e p a p e r , s u c h a s 
a t o m b a n d c y p r e s s , a n d b e l o w is p r i n t e d , 

" J o s é M a r i a A , 
José G de l a C a , a n d B a s i l i o G , 

b r o t h e r s a n d unc le o f t h e 
S e n a t o r D o n A u g u s t i n T , 

w h o d i e d o n the t w e n t y - e i g h t h of l a s t m o n t h , 
r e q u e s t y o u to a s s i s t a t the s u f f r a g e of t h e f u n e r a l 
h o n o u r s , w h i c h , by the d e s i r e of h i s w i f e , D o ñ a J 
A — — , w i l l be c e l e b r a t e d in t h e c h u r c h of S a n F r a n c i s c o 
o n t h e m o r n i n g of the e i g h t h of t h i s m o n t h of F e b r u a r y , 
1840, a t n i n e o ' c l o c k . " 

B e s i d e t h i s i n v i t a t i o n , w a s a p iece of i n f o r m a t i o n of a 
d i f ferent d c s c i ' i p t i o n : 

" G e n e r a l A a n d A n n a R b e g to i n f o r m y o u t h a t 
t h e y h a v e c o n t r a c t e d m a t r i m o n y , a n d h a v e the h o n o u r of 

. o f f e r i n g t h e m s e l v e s to y o u r d i s p o s a l , 
" M S t r e e t , N o . 24. M e x i c o , 1840 . " 
H e r e , a s i n S p a i n , a l a d y , a f te r h e r m a r r i a g e , r e t a i n s 
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her1 m a i d e n n a m e ; a n d t h o u g h s h e a d d s to i t tha t o f h e r 
h u s b a n d ; she i s m o r e c o m m o n l y k n o w n by h e r o w n . 

• • F r o m i g n o r a n c e of a n o t h e r M e x i c a n c u s t o m , I m a d e 
ra¿her a h a w k w a r d b l u n d e r the o t h e r d a y ; t h o u g h I m u s t 
obdorve, In my j u s t i f i c i i t i o n , ( l int I luid U i lc ly been m the 
a g o n i e s of s e a r c h i n g for s e r v a n t s , a n d h a d j u s t f i l led 
a l l the n e c e s s a r y d e p a r t m e n t s p re t ty m u c h to m y s a t i s f a c 
t i o n . T h e r e f o r e , w h e n the p o r t e r of t h e S e ñ o r a de 
b r o u g h t m e t h e c o m p l i m e n t s of h i s m i s t r e s s , a n d t h a t s h e 
b e g g e d to i n f o r m m e tha t s h e h a d a n o t h e r s e r v a n t a t m y 
d i s p o s a l (o t ra c r i a d a à m i d ispos ic ión) , I r e t u r n e d fo r 
a n s w e r , tna t I w a s g r e a t l y o b l i g e d , b u t h a d just : h i r e d a 
' r e c a t n e r e r a ( c h a m b e r m a i d ) . A t th is t h e m a n , s t u p i d a s 
he 'Avas, 'opened h i s g r e a t e y e s w i t h a s H g h t e x p r e s s i o n - o f 
W o n d e r . F o r t u n a t e l y , as h e w a s t u r n i n g a w a y , I b e 
t h o u g h t m e of i n q u i r i n g of the s e f i o r a ' s h e a l t h , a n d h i s 
r e p l y , t h a t " s h e a n d t h e b a b y w e r e c o m i n g o n v e r y w e l l / ' 
b r o u g h t the t r u t h s u d d e n l y b e f o r e m e , t h a t the m e s s a g e 
w a s m e r e l y t h e ' e t iquet te u s e d o n i n f o r m i n g the f r i e n d s 
o í the f a m i l y o f t h e b i r t h o f a c h i l d — a c o n v i c t i o n w h i c h 
i n d u c e d m e s l i g h t l y to a l t e r the s t y l e of m y a n s w e r . 
E x p e r i e n t i a d o c e t I • . 

i / , ; , / ' . . . L E T T E R T H E E L E V E N T H 
Cal le de Tacuba—The Leap of A lvarado—The " N o c h e Tr is te "—Sale 

of a Curate's Goods — Padre Leon — Leprosy—Pic tu res — The 
Annunc ia t ion—The , Alumedii—Pasco do 13ucarcUi—The V i g a — 
Indians in Capóes—A Murder—A Country Fête—Visi t to the 
Colegio Vizcaino—The Jota Arragonesa—Old Soldiers. 

THE s t r e e t in w h i c h w e l i v e f o r m s p a r t of t h e C a l l e de 
T a c u b a , t h e a n c i ç n t T l a c o p a n , o n e of the g r e a t c a u s e w a y s 
b y ^ M d i a n c i e n t M e x i c o c o m m u n i c a t e d w i t h the c o n t i 
n e n t . T h e o t h e r t w o w e r e T e p e y a y a c ( n o w G u a d a l u p e ) 
a n d I z t a p a l a p a n , by w h i c h l a s t the M e x i c a n e m p e r o r a n d 
his n o b l e s w e n t out to r e c e i v e C o r l e s o n h is e n t r a n c e to 
T e n o c h t i t l a n . T h e a n c i e n t c i t y w a s d i v i d e d in to f o u r d i s 
t r i c t s , a n d th is d i v i s i o n is s t i l l p r e s e r v e d , w i t h a c h a n g e 
from t h e I n d i a n n a m e s to t h o s e of S a n P a b l o , S a n 
S e b a s t i a n , S a n J u a n , a n d S a n t a M a r i a . T h e s t r e e t s r u n 
i n the s a m e d i r e c t i o n a s t h e y d i d in f o r m e r t i m e s . T h e 
same s t r e e t f r e q u e n t l y c h a n g e s i ts n a m e i n e a c h d i v i s i o n , 
iind thla p n r t uf the C n l l c du T i i o u b n is occu.sion; i l ly cu l l ed 
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t h e " P l a z u e l a d e l S o p i l o t e , " " S a n F e r n a n d o , " a n d ; the 
" P u e n t e de A l v a r a d o , " w h i c h i s t h e m o r e c l a s s i c o f the 
t h r e e , a s ce lebra t ing- t h e v a l o u r of a h e r o ; w h i l e a . d i t c h , 
c r o s s e d by a s m a l l b r i d g e n e a r t h i s , s t i l l r e t a i n s t h e n a m e 
of " c l S n J to do A l v a r a d o , " i n m e m o r y of the f a m o u s l e a p 
g i v e n by the v a l i a n t S p a n i a r d , P e d r o de A l v a r a d o , o n the 
m e m o r a b l e n i g h t c a l l e d t h e - " n o c h e t r i s t e , " of the i s t ' o f 
J u l y , 1520, w h e n the S p a n i a r d s w e r e f o r c e d to^ r e t r e a t 
f r o m M e x i c o to t h e m o u n t a i n s of T e p e y a y a c . < < 

O n that " s a d n i g h t , " the r a i n f a l l i n g i n t o r r e n t s , the 
m o o n a n d t h e s t a r s r e f u s i n g t h e i r l i g h t , the s k y c o v e r e d 
w i t h t h i c k c l o u d s , C o r t e s c o m m a n d e d t h e s i l en t m a r c h of 
h i s t r o o p s . S a n d o v a l , the u n c o n q u e r a b l e c a p t a i n , l e d h i s 
v a n g u a r d ; a n d t h e s t e r n h e r o , ' P e d r o de A l v a r a d o , b r o u g h t 
up t h e r e a r . ' A b r i d g e of w o o d w a s c a r r i e d by f o r t y 
s o l d i e r s , to e n a b l e the t r o o p s to p a s s the d i t c h e s o r c a n a l s , 
w h i c h m u s t o t h e r w i s e h a v e i m p e d e d t h e i r r e t r e a t . , - I t i s 
s a i d t h a t i n c h o o s i n g the: n i g h t fo r t h i s m a r c h C o r t e s w a s 
g u i d e d by t h e c o u n s e l s o f a n ' a s t r o l o g e r . ,! - -' 

B e tha t a s i t m a y , t h e first c a n a l w a s h a p p i l y p a s s e d by 
m e a n s of t h e p o r t a b l e b r i d g e . T h e s e n t i n e l s w h o g u a r d e d 
tha t p o i n t w e r e o v e r c o m e ; b u t the n o i s e of the s t r u g g l e 
a t t r a c t e d the a t t e n t i o n of the v i g i l a n t p r i e s t s , w h o i n the 
s i l e n c e of !thc n i g h t w e r e k e e p i n g w a t c h ' i n t h e t e m p l e . 
T h e y b lew t h e holy U u m p e U , c r i e d to a r m s , a n d a w a k e n e d 
the s t a r t l e d i n h a b i t a n t s f r o m the i r s l u m b e r s . 

I n . a m o m e n t t h e S p a n i a r d s w e r e s u r r o u n d e d b y w a t e r 
a n d b y l a n d . A t the s e c o n d c a n a l ; w h i c h t h e y h a d a l r e a d y 
r e a c h e d , the c o m b a t w a s t e r r i b l e . A l l w a s c o n f u s i o n , 
w o u n d s , g r o a n s , a n d d e a t h ; . and t h e c a n a l b e c a m e s o 
c h o k e d w i t h d e a d b o d i e s , t h a t the r e a r - g u a r d p a s s e d o v e r 
t h e m a s o v e r a b r i d g e . W e a r e t o l d th a t C o r t e s h i m s e l f 
s w a m m o r e t h a n o n c e o v e r the c a n a l , r e g a r d l e s s of d a n g e r , 
c h e e r i n g o n h i s m e n , g i v i n g o u t h i s o r d e r s , e v e r y b l o w 
a i m e d in t h e d i rec t ion of h is v o i c e , y e t c o o l a n d i n t r e p i d 
a s e v e r , in t h e m i d s t of a l l t h e c l a m o u r a n d c o n f u s i o n a n d 
d a r k n e s s . B u t a r r i v e d a t the th i rd c a n a l , A l v a r a d o finding 
h i m s e l f a l o n e , a n d s u r r o u n d e d by f u r i o u s e n e m i e s , a g a i n s t 
w h o m it w a s i n v a i n fo r h i s s i n g l e a r m to c o n t e n d , fixed 
h i s l a n c e i n the b o t t o m of the c a n a l , a n d l e a n i n g ' a g a i n s t 
i t , g a v e o n e s p r i n g to t h e o p p o s i t e s h o r e . ; 

A n A z t e c a u t h o r , a n d c o n t e m p o r a r y of C o r t e s , s a y s t h a t 
w h e n the I n d i a n s behe ld t h i s m a r v e l l o u s l e a p , ' a n d that, 
the i r e n e m y w a s s a f e , t h e y b i t the d u s t ( c o m i e r o n t i e r r a ) ; 
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a n d t h a t the c h i l d r e n of A l v a r a d o , w h o w a s e v e r a f te r 
k n o w n a s " A l v a r a d o of t h e l e a p , " p r o v e d in the c o u r s e 
of a l a w s u i t b e f o r e the j u d g e s of T e z c u c o , b y c o m p e t e n t 
\ y i t n e s s e s , the t r u t h of t h i s p r o w e s s of the i r f a t h e r . 

\ I n a h i t h e r t o u n p u b l i s h e d m a n u s c r i p t w h i c h h a s c o m e 
to l i g h t thla y e m ' , In tin m u u u i l UMIIÜU lho " MUHMU:O 
M e x i c a n o , " t h e r e a r e s o m e c u r i o u s p a r t i c u l a r s c o n c e r n i n g 
the " n o c h e t r i s t e . " I t is s a i d tha t the a l a r m w a s g i v e n 
by a n o l d w o m a n w h o k e p t a s t a l l ; a n d m e n t i o n i s m a d e 
o f the e x t r a o r d i n a r y v a l o u r of a l a d y c a l l e d M a r i a de 
E s t r a d a , w h o p e r f o r m e d m a r v e l l o u s d e e d s w i t h her s w o r d , 
a n d w h o w a s a f t e r w a r d s m a r r i e d to D o n P e d r o S a n c h e z 
F a r f a n . I t i s a l s o s a i d t h a t w h e n the I n d i a n s b e h e l d the 
l e a p t h e y c a l l e d o u t , " T r u l y t h i s m a n i s the o f f s p r i n g of 
t h e s u n ; " a n d t h a t t h i s m a n n e r of t e a r i n g u p the g r o u n d , 
a n d e a t i n g e a r t h by h a n d f u l s , w a s a c o m m o n I n d i a n m o d e 
of e x p r e s s i n g a d m i r a t i o n . H o w e v e r , M e x i c o is s o r i c h 
i n t r a d i t i o n s , t h a t w h e n I p a r t i c u l a r i z e t h i s o n e it i s o n l y 
b e c a u s e w e l i ve o n t h e s i te w h e r e the e v e n t t o o k p l a c e . . . . 

W e w e n t a f e w d a y s a g o to s e e s o m e ef fects w h i c h a r e 
f o r s a l e , b e l o n g i n g to a c u r a w h o d ied l a t e l y , h a v i n g h e a r d 
t h a t he h a s left s o m e g o o d p a i n t i n g s a m o n g s t t h e m . W e 
w e n t i n t h e e v e n i n g , a n d f o u n d no o n e b u t t h e a g e n t (an 
i n d i v i d u a l in t h e D a n i e l L a m b e r t s t y l e ) , a n o ld w o m a n or 
two, a n d the P a d r e L e o n , a J e s u i t , c a p e l l á n of the C a p u 
c h i n n u n s , a n d w h o s e f a c e , b e s i d e s b e i n g h a n d s o m e , l o o k s 
t h e v e r y p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n of a l l t ha t is g o o d , a n d m i l d , a n d 
h o l y . W h a t a f ine s t u d y fo r a p a i n t e r h i s h e a d w o u l d be ! 
T h e o l d p r i e s t w h o d i e d , a n d w h o h a d b r o u g h t o v e r 
v a r i o u s v a l u a b l e s f r o m S p a i n , h a d a s i s t e r w h o w a s a 
l e p e r , a n d w h o d i e d i n the h o s p i t a l of S a n L a z a r o . T h i s 
d r e a d f u l s c o u r g e i s b y no m e a n s w h o l l y u n k n o w n h e r e ; 
a n d t h o u g h it i s o r d a i n e d tha t a l l w h o a r e aff l icted b y it 
s h a l l be s h u t u p in t h i s h o s p i t a l , I h a v e m e t t w o p e r s o n s , 
a n d one of t h e s e in s o c i e t y , w h o h a v e the d i s e a s e . 

F o r t h i s h o u s e , w h i c h i s v e r y l a r g e , the e x e c u t o r s a s k 
a p r e p o s t e r o u s rent . T h e g o o d s of the d e f u n c t , w h i c h 
w e r e fo r SMIU, w e r e r a n g e d on l o n g tab les in a ve ry l a r g e 
a p a r t m e n t . T h e r e w e r e v i r g i n s a n d s a i n t s , s u r p l i c e s , 
c a n d l e s t i c k s , a n d s n u f f e r - t r a y s ; b o x e s of a l l s o r t s a n d 
s i z e s ; a n i l l - se t p a r u r e of e m e r a l d s a n d d i a m o n d s ; s e v e r a l 
g o o d p a i n t i n g s , e s p e c i a l l y one of t h e A n n u n c i a t i o n . 
T h e r e w a s the d e a t h of S a n José , v a r i o u s s a i n t s , e t c . , a l l 
r e l i g i o u s s u b j e c t s , us m a y be s u p p o s e d . T w o C n 
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b o u g h t ; o n e I g r e a t l y c o v e t e d . T h e r e w e r e a l s o t w o l a r g e 
p i e c e s of e m b r o i d e r e d v e l v e t , o n w h i c h w e r e t h e a r m s of 
C a s t i l e , s a i d to h a v e b e e n h u n g o n a p o r t r a i t of Q u e e n 
C r i s t i n a w h e n s h e e n t e r e d M a d r i d . T h e a g e n t b e g g e d 
C n to b u y t h e m , a s k i n g a t the s a m e t ime a n i m p o s -
filblr prii't: ( l i e r p l W . 

T h e r e w a s m o r e o v e r a l a r g e b o x fu l l of r e l i c s f r o m 
J e r u s a l e m , w h i c h the p a d r e to ld m e c o u l d not be s o l d , b u t 
t h a t I m i g h t c h o o s e w h a t e v e r 1 l i k e d ; so that 1 r e t u r n e d 
h o m e w i t h v a r i o u s A g n u s D e i s , c r u c i f i x e s , a n d r o s a r i e s . 
T h e n e x t d a y a m e s s e n g e r f r o m P a d r e L e o n b r o u g h t m e 
the p a i n t i n g of t h e A n n u n c i a t i o n , w h i c h I h a d a d m i r e d s o 
m u c h , a n d w h i c h is a s k e t c h of B a y e u , a V a l e n c i a n 
p a i n t e r , f r o m h i s o w n p a i n t i n g of the A n n u n c i a t i o n i n the 
r o y a l c h a p e l of A r a n j u e z ; a l s o t h e e m b r o i d e r e d v e l v e t , 
b e g g i n g m y a c c e p t a n c e of b o t h . W e h a v e s i n c e w i s h e d 
to s h o w o u r s e n s e of t h e p a d r e ' s p o l i t e n e s s , b u t h e w i l l 
n e i t h e r a c c e p t p r e s e n t s , n o r w i l l he v i s i t a n y one b u t s u c h 
a s i n the h o u r of need r e q u i r e h i s s p i r i t u a l s e r v i c e s . I n 
the h o u s e of s i c k n e s s a n d by the b e d of dea th h e is e v e r 
to be f o u n d , but ch ie f ly i f i t i s a l s o the a b o d e of p o v e r t y . 
I n t h e h o u s e of t h e rich m a n h e r a r e l y v i s i t s , a n d t h e n o n l y 
w h e n h i s p r e s e n c e h a s b e e n r e q u e s t e d — w h e n h e h a s b e e n 
c a l l e d in to a d m i n i s t e r s p i r i t u a l c o n s o l a t i o n to the s i c k o r 
the d y i n g . B u t in the d w e l l i n g of t h e l o w l y , in the m e a n 
est a n d m o s t w r e t c h e d h o v e l s , he h a s n e v e r to be s o u g h t . 
T h e g u a r d i a n a n d f r i e n d of the p o o r , h i s c h a r i t i e s a r e 
e q u a l l y e x t e n s i v e a n d j u d i c i o u s . . . . 

Y e s t e r d a y b e i n g a f e t e - d a y , the P a s é o w a s . v e r y fu l l o f 
c a r r i a g e s , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y m o r e b r i l l i a n t a n d a m u s i n g 
t h a n u s u a l . T h i s P a s é o is t h e M e x i c a n P r a d o o r H y d e 
P a r k , w h i l e the V i g a m a y be r e c k o n e d the K e n s i n g t o n 
G a r d e n s of the m e t r o p o l i s , o n l y h o w e v e r a s s u c c e e d i n g 
to the o t h e r , for there i s no w a l k i n g , w h i c h in M e x i c o i s 
c o n s i d e r e d w h o l l y u n f a s h i o n a b l e ; a n d t h o u g h a f e w l a d i e s 
i n b l a c k g o w n s a n d m a n t i l l a s do o c c a s i o n a l l y v e n t u r e 
for th o n foot v e r y e a r l y to s h o p o r to a t t e n d m a s s , t h e 
s t r e e t s m e s o ill k e p t , lhe p i i v u m u n t s s o n n r r o w , the c r o w d 
so g r e a t , a n d the m u l t i t u d e of l éperos in r a g s a n d b l a n k e t s 
so a n n o y i n g , tha t a l l t h e s e i n c o n v e n i e n c e s , a d d e d to t h e 
h e a t o f the s u n i n the m i d d l e of t h e d a y , f o r m a p e r f e c t 
e x c u s e for t h e i r n o n - a p p e a r a n c e in t h e s t r e e t s of M e x i c o . 

I n t h e A l a m e d a , h o w e v e r , w h i c h i s s o p r e t t y a n d s h a d y , 
it is v e r y a g r e e a b l e to w a l k ; b u t t h o u g h I h a v e g o n e t h e r e 
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f r e q u e n t l y i n the m o r n i n g , I h a v e m e t b u t t h r e e l ad ies 
o n f o o t , a n d of these t w o w e r e f o r e i g n e r s . A f t e r a l l , 
e v e r y o n e h a s feet , but l a d i e s a l o n e h a v e c a r r i a g e s , a n d 

I t ' m a y i be a m i x t u r e of a r i s t o c r a c y a n d i n d o l e n c e w h i c h 
p r e v e n t s the M e x i c a n D o f i a s f r o m p r o f a n i n g the s o l e s of 

J j h e i r feet b y a c o n t a c t w i t h t h e i r m o t h e r e a r t h . 
i T h e Paséo c a l l e d âe B u c a r e l l i , a f t e r a v i c e r o y of tha t 

n a m e , is a long- a n d b r o a d a v e n u e b o u n d e d by t h e trees 
w h i c h h e p l a n t e d , a n d w h e r e t h e r e i s a l a r g e s t o n e f o u n -
t a i n r w h o s e s p a r k l i n g w a t e r s look c o o l a n d p l e a s a n t , 
o r n a m e n t e d b y a g i l d e d s t a t u e of V i c t o r y , H e r e , e v e r y 
e v e n i n g , b u t m o r e e s p e c i a l l y o n S u n d a y s a n d f è t e - d a y s , 
w h i c h l a s t a r c n e a r l y i n n u m e r a b l e , m a y be s e e n t w o long 
r o w s of c a r r i a g e s filled w i t h l a d i e s , c r o w d s of g e n t l e m e n 
o n h o r s e b a c k r i d i n g d o w n t h e m i d d l e b e t w e e n these 
c a r n a g e s , s o l d i e r s a t i n t e r v a l s a t t e n d i n g to the p r e s e r v a 
t i o n of pub l je o r d e r , a n d m u l t i t u d e s of c o m m o n people 
a n d léperos^ m i n g l e d w i t h s o m e w e l l - d r e s s e d g e n t l e m e n 
o n foot- T h e c a r r i a g e s a r e fo r the m o s t p a r t e x t r e m e l y 
h a n d s o m e - — E u r o p e a n c o a c h e s w i t h fine h o r s e s a n d odd 
I j y p r i e s , m i n g l e d w i t h c a r r i a g e s m a d e I n the c o u n t r y , s o m e 
iq the. o l d M e x i c a n f a s h i o n , h e a v y a n d c o v e r e d w i t h g i l d -
i n g , i O r a m o d e r n i m i t a t i o n of a n E n g l i s h c a r r i a g e , s t r o n g , 
fout iSjOmewhat c l u m s y a n d i l l - l i n i s l i e d . V a r i o u s h a c k n e y -
c p ^ c h e s , d r a w n by m u l e s , a r e s e e n a m o n g the f iner c q u i -
p f l g e s , s o m e v e r y t o l e r a b l e , a n d o t h e r s of e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
f o r m a n d d i m e n s i o n s , w h i c h b e a r t o k e n s of h a v i n g 
b e l o n g e d i n f o r m e r d a y s to s o m e n o b l e D o n . 

H o r s e s , a s b e i n g m o r e s h o w y , a r e m o r e f a s h i o n a b l e in 
t h e s e p u b l i c p r o m e n a d e s t h a n m u l e s ; b u t the la t te r a n i m a l 
r e q n i r e s l e s s c a r e , a n d i s c a p a b l e of u n d e r g o i n g m o r e 
f a t i g u e t h a n t h e h o r s e . M o s t f a m i l i e s h a v e both m u l e s 
a n d h o r s e s in t h e i r s t a b l e , a n d f o r t h o s e w h o v i s i t m u c h 
t h U is n e c e s s a r y . T h e c a r r i a g e s , of w h i c h the m o s t 
f a s h i o n a b l e s e e m s to b e the c ú r r a t e l a , o p e n a t the s i d e s , 
\ y i t h g l a s s w i n d o w s , a r e filled w i t h l a d i e s i n ful l to i let , 
w i t h o u t m a n t i l l a s , t h e i r h e a d s u n c o v e r e d , a n d , g e n e r a l l y , 
coi f fées w i t h flowers or j e w e l s ; b u t the g e n e r a l i t y b e i n g 
c l o s e c p a o h e s , a f ford h u t a n i n d i s t i n c t v i e w of the i n m a t e s , 
a ? . ( t h e y . p a s s a l o n g s a l u t i n g e a c h o t h e r w i t h t h e i r fingers 
or , f a n . . T j i e w h o l e s c e n e , o n the e v e n i n g of a f ê t e , is 
e x c e e d i n g l y b r i l l i a n t , b u t v e r y m o n o t o n o u s . T h e e q u e s 
t r i a n s , w i t h t h e i r f ine h o r s e s a n d h a n d s o m e M e x i c a n 
d r e s s e s , a p p a r e n t l y t i j ke no n o t i c e of t h e l a d i e s a s they 
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p a s s , r a r e l y s a l u t e t h e m , a n d n e v e r v e n t u r e to e n t e r i n t o 
c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h t h e m . B u t they a r e w e l l a w a r e to 
w h o m e a c h c a r r i a g e b e l o n g s , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y w h e n i t 
b e h o v e s t h e m to m a k e t h e i r h o r s e s c u r v e t , a n d o t h e r w i s e 
s h o w off t h e i r h o r s e m a n s h i p to a d v a n t a g e . B l a c k e y e s 
a r e u p o n t h e m , a n d they k n o w it. W h e n the c a r r i a g e s 
h a v e m a d e t w o o r three t u r n s , they d r a w u p at d i f fe rent 
s t a t i o n s in a s e m i c i r c l e a l i t t le off the r o a d , a n d t h e r e t h e 
i n m a t e s s i t a n d v i e w the p a s s e r s by . O c c a s i o n a l s t r e a m s 
of s m o k e m a y be seen i s s u i n g f r o m the c a r r i a g e s , b u t 
ch ie f ly , it m u s t be c o n f e s s e d , f r o m t h e m o s t o l d - f a s h i o n e d 
e q u i p a g e s , a n d f r o m t h e h a c k n e y - c o a c h e s . S m o k i n g 
a m o n g s t l a d i e s in t h e h i g h e r c l a s s e s i s g o i n g v e r y m u c h 
o u t o f f a s h i o n , a n d i s r a r e l y p r a c t i s e d o p e n l y e x c e p t by 
e l d e r l y , or a t l e a s t by m a r r i e d l a d i e s . I n a s e c o n d a r y 
c l a s s , i n d e e d , y o u n g a n d o ld i n h a l e t h e s m o k e of t h e i r 
c i g a r i t o s w i t h o u t h e s i t a t i o n , b u t w h e n a c u s t o m b e g i n s to 
be c o n s i d e r e d v u l g a r , it w i l l h a r d l y s u b s i s t a n o t h e r g e n e r a 
t ion . U n f e m i n i n e a s i t i s , I do n o t t h i n k i t l o o k s 
u n g r a c e f u l to see a p r e t t y w o m a n s m o k e . 

T h i s Pas¿o c o m m a n d s a fine v i e w of t h e m o u n t a i n s , 
b u t I g r e a t l y p r e f e r the V i g a , w h i c h n o w b e g i n s to be t h e 
f a s h i o n a b l e p r o m e n a d e . I t i s b o r d e r e d by a c a n a l s h a d e d 
by t r e e s , w h i c h l e a d s to t h e C h w i a m p a s , a n d i s c o n s t a n t l y 
c o v e r e d w i t h I n d i a n s in t h e i r c a n o e s b r i n g i n g in f r u i t a n d 
flowers a n d v e g e t a b l e s to the M e x i c a n m a r k e t . E a r l y i n 
t h e m o r n i n g it i s a p r e t t y s i g h t to s e e t h e m i n t h e s e 
c a n o e s g l i d i n g a l o n g in a p e r f e c t b o w e r of g r e e n b r a n c h e s 
a n d flowers. , 

Y e s t e r d a y , o n r e t u r n i n g f r o m a n e v e n i n g d r i v e t h e r e , 
h a v i n g lef t C n a n d s e v e r a l g e n t l e m e n w h o h a d d i n e d 
w i t h u s , t a k i n g cof fee a n d s m o k i n g u p o n t h e b a l c o n y , I 
f o u n d t h a t by g o o d f o r t u n e I h a d e s c a p e d b e i n g w i t n e s s 
of a m u r d e r w h i c h t o o k p l a c e b e f o r e o u r d o o r . T h e s e 
g e n t l e m e n h a d o b s e r v e d , f o r s o m e t i m e , a g r o u p of p e r 
s o n s , m a l e a n d f e m a l e , o f the l o w e r c l a s s , t a l k i n g a n d 
a p p a r e n t l y a m u s i n g t h e m s e l v e s ; s o m e t i m e s l a u g h i n g , a n d 
at o t h e r t i m e s d i s p u t i n g a n d g i v i n g e a c h o t h e r b l o w s . 
S u d d e n l y , one of the n u m b e r , a m a n , d a r t e d out f r o m 
a m o n g s t the o t h e r s , a n d t r i e d to e s c a p e b y c l a m b e r i n g 
o v e r t h e l o w w a l l w h i c h s u p p o r t s the a r c h e s of the a q u e 
d u c t . I n s t a n t l y , a n d qu i te c o o l l y , a n o t h e r m a n f o l l o w e d 
h i m , d r e w h i s k n i f e , a n d s t a b b e d h i m i n the b a c k . T h e 
m a n fe l l b a c k w a r d s w i t h a g r o a n , u p o n w h i c h a w o m a n 
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o f the p a r t y , p r o b a b l y the m u r d e r e r ' s w i f e , d r e w o u t her 
k n i f e , a n d s t a b b e d the m a n s e v e r a l t i m e s to the h e a r t , 
t h e o t h e r s , m e a n w h i l e , n e i t h e r s p e a k i n g n o r i n t e r f e r i n g , 
b u t l o o k i n g o n w i t h fo lded a r m s , a n d the i r u s u a l p lac id 
s m i l e o f ind i f fe rence . 

• A t the s a m e t i m e , s o m e s o l d i e r s a p p e a r e d in the d is 
t a n c e , r i d i n g d o w n the s t r e e t ; s e e i n g w h i c h , the m a n and 
w o m a n w h o h a d c o m m i t t e d t h e m u r d e r , e n d e a v o u r e d to 
t a k e s h e l t e r in o u r h o u s e - T h e p o r t e r h a d , fo r tuna te ly , 
b a r r e d the d o o r s , n m l the soIriiei'K ridinj*; u p , l o o k thorn 
b o t h In to c u s t o d y . N o s e n s a t i o n w a s e x c i t e d by th is , 
w h i c h i s an e v e r y d a y o c c u r r e n c e . Y c s t e r d n y I s a w n 
d e a d m a n l y i n g n e a r the L o n g a ( the K x c h a u g e ) and 
n o b o d y took a n y no t ice of h i m . " Y o u h a v e been e n g a g e d 
i n á d i s a g r e e a b l e b u s i n e s s , " s a i d I to C o l o n e l — — , w h o 
h a d c o m e to p a y u s a v i s i t , a n d w a s s t i l l en g r a n d e 
t e n u e , h a v i n g j u s t r e t u r n e d f r o m the e x e c u t i o n of o n e of 
h i s o w n s o l d i e r s , w h o h a d s t a b b e d a c o m r a d e . * ' Y e s , " 
s a i d h e , w i t h a n a i r of p e c u l i a r g a i e t y ; " w e h a v e jus t 
b e e n s h o o t i n g a l i t t le t a m b o u r . " . . . W e w e r e i n v i t e d , 
l a t e l y , to a " d i a de c a m p o " (a d a y in the c o u n t r y ) , a ve ry 
c o m m o n a m u s e m e n t h e r e , in w h i c h , w i t h o u t a n y p e c u l i a r 
a r r a n g e m e n t or e t iquet te , a n u m b e r of peop le g o o u t to 
s o m e c o u n t r y p lace in the e n v i r o n s , a n d s p e n d the d a y in 
d a n c i n g , b r e a k f a s t i n g , w a l k i n g a b o u t , e tc . T h i s w a s 
given a t T i t c u b a y a by D o n II o G a , a s e n a t o r , 
a n d w a s a m u s i n g e n o u g h . T h e m u s i c c o n s i s t e d of a b a n d 
o f g u i t a r s , f r o m w h i c h the p e r f o r m e r s , c o m m o n m e n , a n d 
p r o b a b l y s e l f - t a u g h t , c o n t r i v e d to d r a w w o n d e r f u l l y g o o d 
m u s i c , a n d , i n the i n t e r v a l s of d a n c i n g , p l a y e d a i r s f r o m 
t h e S t r a n i e r a a n d P u r i t a n i . T h e tas te for m u s i c i s c e r 
t a i n l y u n i v e r s a l , the fac i l i t i es w o n d e r f u l , the s c i e n c e n e a r l y 
a t z e r o . 

T h e l a d i e s in g e n e r a l w o r e n e i t h e r d i a m o n d s nor p e a r l s , 
b u t a s o r t of demi - to i l e t , w h i c h w o u l d h a v e been pre t ty 
i f the i r d r e s s e s h a d been l o n g e r a n d t h e i r s h o e s n o t so 
t i g h t . S o m e w o r e b o n n e t s , w h i c h a r c c o n s i d e r e d full 
d r e s s . T h e E f a m i l y , a n d the y o u n g S e ñ o r a de C , 
w e r e b e a u t i f u l l y d r e s s e d . M e x i c a n w o m e n , w h e n they s i t , 
h a v e a n a i r of g r e a t d i g n i t y , a n d the m o s t p e r f e c t r e p o s e 
of f e a t u r e . • T h e y a r c a l w a y s to be s e e n to m o s t a d v a n 
t a g e o n the i r s o f a s , i n the i r c a r r i a g e s , o r in t h e i r b o x e s at 
t h e t h e a t r e . 

. T h e r e w e r e i m m e n s e l y l o n g t a b l e s , c o v e r e d w i t h 
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M e x i c a n c o o k e r y , w h i c h I b e g i n to g e t a c c u s t o m e d t o ; 
a n d a g r e a t m a n y t o a s t s w e r e g i v e n a n d a g r e a t q u a n t i t y 
of c h a m p a g n e d r a n k . W e d a n c e d a g r e a t d e a l , q u a d r i l l e s , 
w a l t z e s a n d S p a n i s h c o u n t r y - d a n c e s , w a l k e d a b o u t i n t h e 
g a r d e n a n d o r c h a r d i n the e v e n i n g , a n d r e t u r n e d to d a n c e 
a g a i n to the m u s i c of the i n d e f a t i g a b l e g u i t a r s , s o t h a t i t 
w a s d u s k w h e n a l l the c a r n a g e s set off, m u c h a b o u t the 
s a m e t i m e , : to. b e a r e a c h o t h e r c o m p a n y . . . . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g d a y , the C o u n t e s s C — ^ a h a v i n g b e e n 
k i n d e n o u g h to p r o c u r e a n o r d e r for p e r m i s s i o n to v i s i t 
the C o l e g i o V i z c a i n o y w h i c h J w a s i m x i o u s to s e e , w e w e n t 
there w i t h a l a r f j c p a r t y . T h i s c o l l e g e , f o u n d e d by t h e 
g r a t u i t o u s c h a r i t i e s of S p a n i a r d s , ch ie l l y f r o m the p r o 
v i n c e of B i s c a y , i s a t ru ly s p l e n d i d i n s t i t u t i o n . I t i s a n 
i m m e n s e b u i l d i n g of s t o n e , i n the f o r m of a s q u a r e , o n 
the m o d e l , they s a y , of the p a l a c e of M a d r i d , a n d p o s s e s s e s 
in the h i g h e s t d e g r e e that a i r of so l id i t y a n d m a g n i f i c e n c e 
w h i c h d i s t i n g u i s h e s the M e x i c a n ed i f ices , a n d w h i c h , to 
g e t h e r w i t h t h e w i d t h a n d r e g u l a r i t y o f the s t r e e t s , t h e 
v a s t n e s s of the p u b l i c s q u a r e s , the to ta l a b s e n c e of a l l 
p a l t r y o r n a m e n t , t h e b a l c o n i e s w i t h t h e i r b a l u s t r a d e s a n d 
w i n d o w - g r a t i n g s of so l id i r o n a n d b r o n z e , r e n d e r M e x i c o , 
in sp i te of i t s ' i n s u f f i c i e n t p o l i c e , o n e of the n o b l e s t - l o o k i n g 
c i t i e s i n the w o r l d . T h e o b j e c t o f th is c o l l e g e is to p r o v i d e 
fo r the e d u c a t i o n of the c h i l d r e n of S p a n i a r d s , e s p e c i a l l y 
fo r the d e s c e n d a n t s of l i i s c a y a n s , i in M e x i c o ; a c e r t a i n 
n u m b e r b e i n g a d m i t t e d u p o n a p p l i c a t i o n to the d i r e c t o r s . 
T h e r e a r e f e m a l e t e a c h e r s in a l l the n e c e s s a r y b r a n c h e s , 
s u c h a s r e a d i n g w r i t i n g , s e w i n g , a r i t h m e t i c , e t c . ; b u t 
b e s i d e s t h i s , t h e r e i s a p a r t of t h e b u i l d i n g w i t h a s e p a r a t e 
e n t r a n c e , w h e r e t h e c h i l d r e n of the p o o r , . of w h a t e v e r 
c o u n t r y , a re e d u c a t e d g r a t i s . T h e s e s p e n d the d a y , t h e r e , 
a n d g o h o m e in the e v e n i n g . T h e o t h e r s a r e k e p t u p o n 
t h e p l a n of a c o n v e n t , a n d n e v e r l e a v e t h e , i n s t i t u t i o n 
w h i l e t h e y b e l o n g to i t ; but the b u i l d i n g i s so s p a c i o u s 
a n d a j r y , w i t h i ts g r e a t g a l l e r i e s , a n d v a s t c o u r t a n d fine 
f o u n t a i n s , g a r d e n a n d s p a c i o u s a z o t e a , tha t the c h i l d r e n 
a r e p e r f e c t l y w e l l off. T h e r e a r e p o r t i è r e s a n d s i s t e r s , 
p re t ty m u c h a s in a c o n v e n t ; t o g e t h e r w i t h a n old respect - ; 
a b l e R e c t o r ç i ; a n d the m o s t p e r f e c t o r d e r a n d c l e a n l i n e s s 
p r e v a i l s t h r o u g h the w h o l e e s t a b l i s h m e n t . 

W e first v i s i t e d the p o o r s c h o l a r s , p a s s i n g t h r o u g h t h e 
l a r g e h a l l s ; w h e r e they s a t w i t h the i r t e a c h e r s , d i v i d e d 
i n t o c l a s s e s , s e w i n g , w r i t i n g , r e a d i n g , e m b r o i d e r i n g , o r 



l i o Life in Mexico 
cast ing" up a c c o u n t s , w h i c h l a s t a c c o m p U s h m e n t m u s t , I 
t h i n k } ' b e s o r e l y a g a i n s t t h e M e x i c a n g e n i u s . O n e of the 
t e a c h e r s m a d e a l i t t le g i r l p r e s e n t m e w i t h a , h a i r c h a i n 
w h j c h s h e h a d j u s t c o m p l e t e d . G r e a t o r d e r a n d d e c o r u m 
p r e v a i l e d . A m o n g s t the p e r m a n e n t s c h o l a r s i n t h e upper 
p a r t o f the i n s t i t u t i o n , there a r e s o m e w h o e m b r o i d e r 
a s t o n i s h i n g l y w e l l — s u r p l i c e s , a l t a r - h a n g i n g s , in s h o r t , a l l 
t h e c h u r c h v e s t m e n t s in g"old o r s i l k . I n t h e r o o m w h e r e 
thuMtt uro kupL uro tbo oonlV-HMOmtlrt fur tho pnpl ly . T h e 
p r i e s t s a r e i n a s e p a r a t e r o o m , a n d the p e n i t e n t s knee l 
be foro tho grating' w h i c h s e p a r a t a s the t w o n p a r l m c n t s . 
A l l the s l c o p i n g ^ r o o m s a r e s c r u p u l o u s l y n e a t a n d c l e a n , 
w i t h t w o g r e e n p a i n t e d b e d s in e a c h , a n d a s m a l l p a r l o u r 
off i t , a n d f r e q u e n t l y o r n a m e n t e d w i t h flowers a n d b i r d s . 
T h e g i r l s a r e t a u g h t to c o o k a n d i r o n , a n d m a k e t h e m 
s e l v e s g e n e r a l l y u s e f u l , t h u s b e i n g fitted to b e c o m e 
e x c e l l e n t w i v e s to r e s p e c t a b l e m e n in the i r o w n r a n k of 
l i fe . . 1 

W e ; "visited t h e c h a p e l , w h i c h is e x t r e m e l y r i c h a n d 
h a n d s o m e , i n c r ú s t e d w i t h g i l d i n g , a n d v e r y l a r g e . T h e 
p u p i l s ' M i t l the i r Itsuehora a t tend m u s s in the g n l l c r y a b o v e , 
w h i c h l o o k s d o w n u p o n the c h a p e l a n d h a s a g r a t i n g before 
i t . - - H e r o they h a v e tho o r g a n , a n d v a r i o u s s h r i n e s , S a i n t s , 
n a c i m i e n t o s , e t c . W e w e r e a f t e r w a r d s s h o w n into^a g r e a t 
h a l l d e v o t e d to a di f ferent p u r p o s e , c o n t a i n i n g at o n e e n d 
a : s m a l l • thea t re for the p u p i l s to ac t p l a y s i n . A l l the 
w a l l s of the long- g a l l e r i e s a r e c o v e r e d w i t h o l d p a i n t i n g s 
o n h o l y s u b j e c t s , but m a n y o f t h e m f a l l i n g to p i e c e s f r o m 
d a m p or w a n t of c a r e . T h e b u i l d i n g s e e m s i n t e r m i n a b l e , 
a n d a f te r w a n d e r i n g a l l t h r o u g h it for s e v e r a l h o u r s , a n d 
v i s i t i n g e v e r y t h i n g — f r o m t h e g a r d e n b e l o w w h e r e they 
g a v e - m e ' a l a r g e b u n c h of r o s e s a n d c a r n a t i o n s , to the 
a z o t e a a b o v e , w h i c h l o o k s d o w n u p o n e v e r y s t ree t a n d 
c h i i r c h a n d c o n v e n t i n M e x i c o — w e w e r e not s o r r y to res t 
o n t h e a n t i q u e , h i g h - b a c k e d c h a i r s of. a h a n d s o m e a p a r t 
m e n t , o f w h i c h t h e w a l l s w e r e h u n g w i t h the p o r t r a i t s of 
the d i f ferent S p a n i s h d i r e c t o r s of the c o l l e g e in an a n c i e n t 
c o u r t cot f lume. H e i r we found that I IK: d n e c l o r s h a d 
p r e p a r e d a b e a u t i f u l c o l l a t i o n fo r u s — f r u i t , i c e s , c a k e s , 
c u s t a r d s , j e l l i e s , w i n e s , e t c . , in g r e a t p r o f u s i o n . 

R e s t e d a n d r e f r e s h e d , w e p r o c e e d e d to v i s i t the p u p i l s 
a t t h e i r d i f ferent c l a s s e s . A t t h e w r i t i n g - c l a s s v a r i o u s 
s p e c i m e n s of t h a t pol i te a r t w e r e p r e s e n t e d to u s . T h a t 
of t h e e lde r g i r l s w a s g e n e r a l l y b a d , p r o b a b l y f r o m the i r 
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having' entered the college late in life. That of the 
younger ones was much more tolerable. We saw some 
really beautiful specimens of , embroidery. Having re
turned to the hall where there was a piano, some of. our 
party began to sing and play. The Señora G ^-o'sang 
an Italian air beautifully. She is evidently a scientific 
musician. The Señorita H ~s played one of Herz's 
most difficult c o i n b i n a t i o n s with great execution, and a 
p roKy fi'irl, wlm i.s living in n convent, liaving been placed 
there by her n o v i o , to keep her out of harm s way till he 
is prepared to give her his hand, sang a duet with another 
young lady, which Í accompanied. Both had line voices, 
but no notion of what they were singing*. My. friend the 
Señora C delighted us with some of the innumerable 
and amusing vèrses of the J o t a A r r a g o n e s a , which seem 
to have neither end nor beginning, all g a y and all untrans
latable, or a t least losing their point and wit when put 
into an English dress. Such as ' . 

A poor man met w i t h a sixpence, 
And for joy he gave up the ghost. 

Ami in lho troubles of <li:nih, 
Hven his sixpence was lost. 

Thy woman who loves two at once, 
Knows wha t is discreet and r i g h t . 

Since i f one of her candles goes out , 
S t i l l the other remains a l i gh t , etc. . . . 

I t is impossible to see any building: pf this size kept 
more perfectly clean and nçat; generally the case here, in 
all establishments which are under' petticoat government. 
These old Spanish institutions are certainly on a mag
nificent scale, though now for the most part neglected and 
falling to ru in ; nor has nny work'of great consequence 
been attempted since the independence. . . . 

After various alarms and rumours in our house concern
ing robbers, some true, some exaggerated, and some 
wholly false, we have at length procured two old Spanish 
soldiers oí the I n v a l i d a s , who have taken up their quarters 
downstairs, and spend Lhuir lime hi cluiimng tlieir guns, 
making shoes, eating and sleeping, but as yet have had 
no occasion to prove their valour. Perhaps the fact of 
there being soldiers in the house will be sufficient to keep 
off the more ordinary robbers. i 
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LETTER THE T W E L F T H 
The V i g a dur ing the Carn iva l—Var ie ty of Equipages—The Mi l l ion

aires—The Monks—Masked Hal l—An A in rn i i ng Sight—Medical 
Students— Dinner nt tliu Pi'iiMsimi Mlnls ler 's Kldi-s un I Inruelmik 
" IIUHHII l-ttvo nt I ' lnivuin StuiiM Anl l i i - I ' l l" t-lilniuni1'"» —'i'liulr 

, Or ig in—Ind ians in Canoes—Song of " E l P a l o m o " — F i g h t i n g — 
The Great Lakes—The D ra i n of Huehuetoca—'f l ic great Market 
of Tlatelolco. 

ió th March . 

W E are now in Lent in the midst of prayer, church-going, 
and fasting. The carnival was not very gay, with the 
exception of a few public masked balls and very brilliant 
p a s é o s . The Viga is one of the most beautiful pro
menades imaginable, though it might easily be rendered 
still more so; but even as i t is, with its fine shady trees 
and canal, along which the lazy canoes are constantly 
gliding, it would be difficult, on a fine evening, just before 
sunset, especially on the evening of a fête-day, to find 
anywhere a prettier or more characteristic scene. Which 
rank of society shows the most taste in their mode of 
enjoyment, must be left to the scientific to determine; the 
Indians, with their flower-garlands and guitars, lying in 
their canoes, and dancing rind singing after their own 
fushiou us tliey glide along the water, mliulíng llic balmy 
breezes; or the ladies, who shut up in their close carriages, 
promenade along in full dress and silence for a given 
space of time, acknowledging by a gentle movement of 
their fan, the salutations of their fair friends from the 
recesses of their coaches, and seeming to dread lest the 
nir of heaven should visit I h c m loo roughly ; though the 
soft breeze, laden with balm, steals over the sleepy water, 
and the hist rays of the sun are gilding the branches of the 
trees with a broken and flickering light. . . . 

Then at certain intervals of time each c;irriage slowly 
draws up beside its neighbour (;is in the other pas¿o); the 
elegant c a r r a t e l a beside the plebeian hackney-coach; the 
splendid equipage of the millionaire beside the lumbering 
and antique vehicle whose fashion hath now departed. 
Thero ait Ihu iiumilci in .süuncc, as il t h e business of life 
were over, and it was now their part to watch the busy 
world from the loopholes of their retreat, and see it rolling 
along whilst they take their .rest. The gentlemen also 
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d r a w up t h e i r p r a n c i n g s t e e d s , , t h o u g h not w i t h i n h a i l of 
the c a r r i a g e s , b u t they in t h e f r e s h a i r . a n d u n d e r t h e 
g r e e n t rees h a v e a s m u c h a d v a n t a g e o v e r the ' S e ñ o r a s a s 
the w a n d e r i n g f r i a r h a s o v e r the c l o i s t e r e d n u n . . 

Y e t en te r the V i g a a b o u t five o ' c l o c k , w h e n f r e s h l y 
w a t e r e d , and the s o l d i e r s h a v e t a k e n t h e i r s t a n d to p r e v e n t 
d i i i t m b a i i c i ; , m i d Ivvo l o n g l incH uf cur r i f igua u ro to be 
s e e n g o i n g a n d r e t u r n i n g a s f a r as t h e e y e c a n r e a c h , a n d 
h u n d r e d s o f g a y p l e b e i a n s a r e a s s e m b l e d o n the s i d e w a l k ^ 
w i t h f l o w e r s a n d f r u i t a n d dt i lces for s a l e , a n d i n n u m e r a b l e 
e q u e s t r i a n s i n p i c t u r e s q u e d r e s s e s , a n d w i t h s p i r i t e d 
h o r s e s , fill u p t h e i n t e r v a l b e t w e e n t h e c a r r i a g e s , a n d t h e 
c a n o e s a re c o v e r i n g the c a n a l , the I n d i a n s s i n g i n g a n d 
d a n c i n g l a z i l y a s the b o a t s s t e a l a l o n g , a n d the w h o l e 
u n d e r a b lue a n d c l o u d l e s s s k y , a n d in t h a t p u r e c l e a r 
a t m o s p h e r e : a n d c o u l d y o u o n l y s h u t y o u r e y e s to the 
o n e d i s a g r e e a b l e f e a t u r e i n t h e p i c t u r e , t h e n u m b e r of 
l é p e r o s b u s y in t h e e x e r c i s e o f the i r v o c a t i o n , y o u w o u l d 
b e l i e v e tha t M e x i c o m u s t be the m o s t flourishing, m o s t 
e n j o y a b l e , a n d m o s t p e a c e f u l p l a c e in t h e w o r l d , a n d m o r e 
o v e r t h e w e a l t h i e s t ; not a r e p u b l i c , c e r t a i n l y , fo r t h e r e i s 
no w e l l - d r e s s e d p e o p l e ; h a r d l y a c o n n e c t i n g l i n k b e t w e e n 
the b l a n k e t s a n d t h e s a t i n s , t h e p o p p i e s a n d the d i a m o n d s . 
A s fo r the c a r r i a g e s , m a n y w o u l d not d i s g r a c e H y d e . P a r k , 
t h o u g h there n r c s o m e t h a t w o u l d s e n d a s h i v e r a l l a l o n g 
l i o n d - s l r e e t ; but the very c o n t r a s t i s a m u s i n g , a n d u p o n 
the w h o l e , b o t h a s to h o r s e s a n d e q u i p a g e s , there i s m u c h 
m o r e to a d m i r e t h a n to c r i t i c i s e . . . . 

T h e r e , fo r e x a m p l e , i s t h e h a n d s o m e c a r r i a g e o f t h e 
r i c h , w h o h a s o n e of t h e finest h o u s e s i n 
M e x i c o ; his w i f e w e a r s a v e l v e t t u r b a n t w i s t e d w i t h l a r g e 
p e a r l s , and h a s a t th is m o m e n t a c i g a r in h e r m o u t h . , S h e 
is not p re t ty , but he r j e w e l s a r e s u p e r b . H o w h e m a d e 
h i s f o r t u n e , p a r t l y by g a m b l i n g , a n d p a r t l y by e v e n l e s s 
h o n o u r a b l e m e a n s , let s o m e ab le r c h r o n i c l e r re la te . O r 
l o o k nt th is e l e g a n t c a r r a t e l a , w i t h i t s g l a s s s i d e s a l l o p e n , 
g i v i n g to v i e w a c o n s t d k i t i o n of fa i r o n e s , a n d d r a w n by 
h a n d s o m e g r a y f r i s o n e s . T h e s e l a d i e s a r e r e m a r k a b l e a s 
h a v i n g a m o r e E u r o p e a n a i r t h a n m o s t o t h e r s , b r i g h t e r 
c o l o u r s , l o n g e r a n d s i m p l e r d r e s s e s , , a n d P a r i s b o n n e t s . 
P e r h a p s they h a v e beca in E u r o p e , I t i s r e m a r k a b l e tha t 
the h o r s e s of the g e n t l e m e n a l l a p p e a r p e c u l i a r l y u n 
m a n a g e a b l e e v e r y t ime they p a s s t h i s c a r r i a g e . A n o t h e r 
h a n d s o m e , p la in c a r r i a g e , c o n t a i n i n g the f a m i l y of o n e 
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of t h e m i n i s t e r s ; m o t h e r a n d d a u g h t e r s a l l b e a u t i f u l , w i t h 
S p a n i s h c ^ e s a n d d a r k g l o w i n g c o m p l e x i o n s , f o l l o w e d 
close by a - h a c k n e y - c o a c h conta in ing" w o m e n , w i t h r e b o s o s , 
a n d l i t t le c h i l d r e n , w i t h the i r f a c e s a n d fingers a l l b e d a u b e d 
w i t h c a n d y . . . . S o m e of the c o a c h m e n a n d f o o t m e n 
w e a r M e x i c a n d r e s s e s , a n d o t h e r s h a v e : l i v e r i e s . . . . 
B u t h e r e c o m e t h r e e c a r r i a g e s en s u i t e , a l l w i t h the s a m e 
crimBOn u u d g o l d l i v e r y , ni l U i x u r i o u s , u n d a l l d r a w n by 
h a n d s o m e w h i t e h o r s e s . I t i s the P r e s i d e n t ? C e r t a i n l y 
not; - i t i s too o s t e n t a t i o u s , l i v e n r o y a l t y g o e s in s i m p l e r 
g u i s e , w h e n i t c o n d e s c e n d s to m i n g l e i n the a m u s e m e n t s 
of i t s s u b j e c t s . I n the first c a r r i a g e a p p e a r the g r e a t m a n 
h i m s e l f a n d h i s c o n s o r t , r a t h e r w i t h d r a w i n g f r o m the 
p l e b e i a n g a z e . T h e r e is h e r e m u c h c r i m s o n a n d g o l d , 
m u c h g l a s s a n d w e l l - s t u f f e d c u s h i o n s , m u c h c o m f o r t a n d 
m a g n i f i c e n c e c o m b i n e d . T w o h a n d s o m e n o r t h e r n s t e e d s , 
w h i t e a n d p r a n c i n g , d r a w th is c o m m o d i o u s e q u i p a g e . 
T h e n e x t i s a s p l e n d i d c o a c h c o n t a i n i n g the c h i l d r e n a n d 
s e r v a n t s , w h i l e i n t h e t h i r d , e q u a l l y m a g n i f i c e n t , a r e the 
b a b i e s and n u r s e s . B y the s i d e of the first c a r n a g e r i d e s 
a n e l d e r l y g e n t l e m a n , w h o , w e r e h i s s e a t firmer, m i g h t be 
m i s t a k e n f o r a p i c a d o r . H e w e a r s a r i c h M e x i c a n d r e s s , 
a l l - c o v e r e d ' w i t h g o l d e m b r o i d e r y ; h is h a t w i t h g o l d ro l ls 
i s s t u c k j a u n t i l y on o n e s i d e , c o n t r a s t i n g o d d l y e n o u g h 
w i t h I l ls uneüHy • e x p r o s a i o n o í c o u u l c n i i i i c c , p r o b a b l y 
c a u s e d by the i n w a r d t r e p i d a t i o n of w h i c h he c a n n o t 
w h o l l y r e p r e s s t h e o u t w a r d s i g n w h i l e m a n a g i n g h i s h i g h 
b r e d s t e e d , a n d w i t h h i s feet p r e s s i n g h i s s i l v e r s t i r r u p s , 
c a u t i o u s l y t o u c h i n g h i m w i t h a w h i p w h i c h h a s a l a r g e 
d i a m o n d i n the h a n d l e . 

• - B u t the ch ie f w o n d e r of h i s e q u i p m e n t , a n d tha t w h i c h 
has p r o c u r e d h i m s u c h a r e t i n u e of l i t t le r a g g e d a n d 
s h o u t i n g b o y s , i s h i s s a d d l e . T h i s e x t r a o r d i n a r y p iece 
o f ' f u r n i t u r e , w h i c h c o s t the o w n e r five t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s , 
is e n t i r e l y c o v e r e d w i t h v e l v e t , r i c h l y e m b o s s e d in m a s s i v e 
g o l d ; he s o m e t i m e s a p p e a r s w i t h a n o t h e r , i n l a i d w i t h p u r e 
ei lver, 

H l a w h o l e a p p e a r a n c e is the m u s t b ingu lur i n m g i n a b l e , 
a n d the p e r t u r b a t i o n of s p i r i t i n - w h i c h h e m u s t r e t u r n 
when i t b e g i n s to g r o w d u s k , a n d h e re f lects a t o n c e u p o n 
h is o w n v a l u e , a n d h i s c o u n t r y m e n ' s t a s t e for a p p r o p r i a 
t i o n , m u s t b a l a n c e the e n j o y m e n t w h i c h h i s v a n i t y r e c e i v e s 
f r o m the a d m i r a t i o n o f the l i t t le b o y s in t h e P a s e o . 

J u i t ft» those m l l l l o u m r c * p i i sa b y , un o l d h ; i e U i i e y - c o a c h 
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i n t h e i r w a k e , a t t r a c t s o u r a t t e n t i o n , e x a c t l y the s o r t o f 
q u a i n t o l d v e h i c l e in w h i c h it • s o m e t i m e s p l e a s e s L a d y 
M o r g a n to i n t r o d u c e her h e r o i n e s . I n it a r e ' s i x figures, 
c l o s e l y m a s k e d , t h e i r f a c e s c o v e r e d w i t h s h a w l s . A f t e r 
m a n y c o n j e c t u r e s , i t i s i m p o s s i b l e to g u e s s w h e t h e r t h e y 
a r e m e n or w o m e n . I t w a s i m p o s s i b l e , b u t ' a s t h e 
c a r r i a g e s r e t u r n , t h e w i n d s u d d e n l y b l o w s a s i d e the s h a w l s 
of t w o of the p a r t y , a n d d i s c l o s e s 1 the g o w n s a n d h o o d s 
of t h e — f r i a r s 1 O t e m p o r a l O - M o r e s I • • • > 
• T h e r e w e r e t h r e e m a s k e d b a l l s a t the t h e a t r e , of w h i c h 
w e o n l y a t t e n d e d o n e . ' W e w e n t a b o u t ten • o ' c l o c k to a 
b o x o n the p i t t ie r , a n d a l t h o u g h a •• p r o n u n c i a m e n t o • (SL 
f a s h i o n a b l e t e r m h e r e fo r a r e v o l u t i o n ) - w a s p r o g n o s t i 
c a t e d , w e f o u n d e v e r y t h i n g v e r y qu ie t a n d o r d e r l y , . a n d 
t h e b a l l v e r y g a y a n d c r o w d e d . A s w e c a m e i n , a n d w e r e 
g i v i n g o u r t i c k e t s , a n u m b e r o f m a s k s c a m e s p r i n g i n g 
b y , s h r i e k i n g ou t ou r n a m e s i n thcii1 u n e a r t h l y v o i c e s . 
C a p t a i n G — — , b r o t h e r o f L o r d - — ~ , c a m e to o u r b o x ; 
a l s o a s c i o n of L a j e i ine F r a n c e , M . de C w h o c o n d e 
s c e n d i n g l y k e p t h i s ' h a t o n d u r i n g the w h o l e e v e n i n g . • I n 
a b o x d i r e c t l y a b o v e u s w e r e t h e F r e n c h l e g a t i o n w h o 
a r r i v e d la te ly . ' A m o n g s t the w o m e n , t h e d r e s s e s w e r e f o r 
t h e m o s t p a r t d o m i n o e s , a d o p t e d for g r e a t e r c o n c e a l m e n t y 
a s it w a s not c o n s i d e r e d v e r y c r e d i t a b l e to be t h e r e . 

T h e r e w e r e a l s o s o v c n t l Ju m e n ' s a t t i r e , ch ie f ly F r e n c h 
m o d i s t e s , g e n e r a l l y a m o s t d i s r e p u t a b l e s e t h e r e , a n d 
n u m e r o u s m e n d r e s s e d a s w o m e n . T h e r e w e r e m a s k e d 
P o b l a n a s w i t h o u t s t o c k i n g s , a n d w i t h v e r y s h o r t p e t t i 
c o a t s ; k n i g h t s in a r m o u r ; i n n u m e r a b l e d r e s s e s : p r o b a b l y 
b o r r o w e d f r o m the t h e a t r e , a n d e v e n m o r e t h a n t h e u s u a l 
p r o p o r t i o n of o d d figures. T h e m u s i c w a s • v e r y g o o d , 
a n d t h e d a n c e r s w a l t z e d a n d g a l l o p e d , a n d flew r o u n d 
t h e r o o m l i k e f u r i e s . T h e r e w a s a t l e a s t n o w a n t o f 
a n i m a t i o n . H u n d r e d s of m a s k s s p o k e to u s , b u t I d i s 
c o v e r e d no o n e . O n e in a d o m i n o w a s • p a r t i c u l a r l y 
a n x i o u s to d i r e c t m y a t t e n t i o n to the P o b l a n a d r e s s , a n d 
n s k e d me if i t w o u l d h ; ive d o n e for m e to a t tend a f a n c y 
ba l l i n s u c h a cosLumc V e r y i m g r y nt Wm a b s u r d i t y , I 
b e g a n to e x p l a i n h o w I s h o u l d h a v e d r e s s e d , w h e n I 
r e c o l l e c t e d t h e fo l ly of e x p l a i n i n g a n y t h i n g to a c r e a t u r e 
w h o m I d id n o t k n o w . C n s t e p p e d o u t of the b o x , 
to w a l k a m o n g s t the c r o w d , at w h i c h v a r i o u s m a s k s 
s h o w e d g r e a t s i g n s of j o y , s u r r o u n d i n g a n d s h a k i n g h a n d s 
w i t h h i m . 
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T h e b o x e s w e r e filled w i t h l a d i e s , a n d t h e s c e n e w a s 

v e r y a m u s i n g . S e ñ o r , w h o s e b o x w e o c c u p i e d , 
o r d e r e d i n c a k e s a n d w i n e , a n d about o n e o ' c l o c k w e left 
t h e b a l l - r o o m a n d r e t u r n e d h o m e , o n e of o u r s o l d i e r s 
a c t i n g : a s l a c k e y . . . . 

I p a i d a v i s i t the o t h e r d a y , w h i c h m e r i t s to be r e c o r d e d . 
I t w a s to the r i c h S e ñ o r a , w h o s e first v i s i t I h a d not 
y e t r e t u r n e d . S h e w a s a t h o m e , a n d I w a s s h o w n in to a 
v e r y l a r g e d r a w i n g - r o o m , w h e r e , to m y s u r p r i s e , I f o u n d 
t h e l a m p s , m i r r o r s , e t c . , c o v e r e d w i t h b l a c k c r a p e , a s in 
c a s e s : o f m o u r n i n g here . I c o n c l u d e d t h a t s o m e o n e of 
t h e i a m i l y w a s d e a d , a n d t h a t I h a d m a d e a v e r y i l l - t i m e d 
first, v i s i t . . H o w e v e r 1 s a t d o w n , w h e n m y e y e s w e r e 
i n s t a n t l y a t t r a c t e d b y s o m e t h i n g a iv j t i l , p l a c e d d i rec t l y 
i n f r o n t of. the s o f a w h e r e I s a t . T h e r e w e r e s i x c h a i r s 
r a n g e d t o g e t h e r , a n d o n t h e s e l a y s t r e t c h e d o u t a figure, 
a p p a r e n t l y a d e a d b o d y , a b o u t s i x fee t l o n g , e n v e l o p e d 
i n b l a c k c l o t h , the feet a l o n e v i s i b l e , f r o m the i r p u s h i n g 
u p the c l o t h . O h , h o r r o r ! H e r e I s a t , m y e y e s fixed 
u p o n t h i s m y s t e r i o u s a p p a r i t i o n , a n d . l o s t i n c o n j e c t u r e 

to w h o s o body it u i i i ih l be. T h e i n a s l o r of liie i u n i s e ? 
H e .was v e r y t a l l , a n d b e i n g in bad h e a l t h m i g h t h a v e 
d i e d s u d d e n l y . M y b e i n g r e c e i v e d , a r g u e d n o t h i n g 
a g a i n s t t h i s , s i n c e t h e first n i n e d a y s a f te r a d e a t h , the 
h o u s e : i s ' i n v a r i a b l y c r o w d e d w i t h f r i e n d s a n d a c q u a i n t 
a n c e s , a n d the . w i d o w , or o r p h a n , or c h i l d l e s s m o t h e r 
m u s t r e c e i v e the c o n d o l e n c e s of a l l a n d s u n d r y , i n the 
m i d s t of h e r first b i t t e r s o r r o w . T h e r e s e e m s to be no 
i d e a of, g r i e f w i s h i n g for s o l i t u d e . 

P e n d i n g t h e s e re f l ec t ions , I s a t u n e a s i l y , f ee l ing o r 
f a n c y i n g a h e a v y a i r in the a p a r t m e n t , a n d w i s h i n g , m o s t 
s i n c e r e l y , tha t s o m e l i v i n g p e r s o n w o u l d e n t e r . I t h o u g h t 
e v e n of s l i p p i n g a w a y , but f e a r e d to g i v e o f fence , a n d in 
f a c t b e g a n to g r o w so n e r v o u s , t h a t w h e n the S e ñ o r a de 
TT—7 en te red a t l e n g t h , I s t a r t e d up a s if Í h a d h e a r d a 
pi a to l . S h u w o r e a c o l o u r e d mii i i l in i ; o w n a n d a blue 
s h a w l ; n o s i g n s of m o u r n i n g ! 

A f t e r the c o m p l i m e n t a r y p r e f a c e , I a s k e d p a r t i c u l a r l y 
a f t e r her h u s b a n d , k e e p i n g a s i d e g l a n c e o n the m y s t e r i 
o u s . figure.. H e w a s pret ty w e l l . H e r f a m i l y ? J u s t 
r e c o v e r e d f r o m the s m a l l p o x , a f t e r b e i n g s e v e r e l y i l l . 
" N o t . d a n g e r o u s l y ? " s a i d Í , h e s i t a t i n g l y , t h i n k i n g s h e 
m i g h t h a v e a ta l l s o n , a n d t h a t s h e a l l u d e d to the r e c o v e r y 
of t h e o t h e r s . " N o ; " but h e r s i s t e r ' s c h i l d r e n h a d been 
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alarmiiig-ly i l l . "No t l o s t any, I h o p e ? N o n e . " 
Wel l , so taken up was I , that conversation flagged, and 
I answered and asked questions at random, until,, at last, 
I happened to ask the lady if she were going to the 
country soon. " Not to remain. But to-morrow we are 
going to convey a S a n t o C r i s t o (a figure of'the Crucifixion) 
there, which has just been made for the chapel; " glancing 
towards the figure; " for which reason this room is, as 
you sec, hung with black." I never felt so relieved in 
my life, und thought of the Mysteries of Udolpho. ; 

The houses being so large, and the servants not drilled 
to announce visitors; besides that the entresols are fre
quently let to other families, it is a matter of no small 
difficulty for a stranger to pioneer him or herself into the 
presence of the people of the house. The mistakes' that 
I have made ! for not being aware of this fact concerning 
the entresols, which are often large and handsome, and 
the porter having begged me to walk up, I generally 
stopped at the first landing-place, and then w a l k e d u p to 
the first door that I saw. I did walk in one morning 
upon two genllemcn who seemed marvellously startled 
by my visit. They looked like two medical students, 
and were engaged before a table, Heaven knows how; 
dissecting, I imagine. I inquired for the Señora , 
which astonished them still more, as well it might. How
ever, they were very civil, and rushed downstairs to call 
up the carnage. After that adventure I never entered a 
house unaccompanied by a footman, until I had learnt 
my way through it. 

We had a pleasant dinner-party a few days ago at the 
Prussian Minister's, and met the C s family there. 
The Condesa de C has been a long while in Europe, 
and in the best society, and is now entirely devoted to the 
education of her daughters, giving them every advantage 
that Mexico can afford in the way of masters, besides 
hiiving nl home ÍI Spanish governess to assist her, an 
excellent woman, whom Ihuy regard as a second mother. 

Though there is very little going on in Mexico at 
present, I amuse myself very well; there is so much to 
see, and the people are so kind and friendly. Having got 
riding-horses we have been making excursions all round 
the country, especially early in the morning, before the 
sun is high, when the air is delightfully cool and refresh
ing. Sometimes we go to the Viga at six in the morning, 
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to>see the I n d i a n s b r i n g i n g i n t h e i r flowers a n d v e g e t a b l e s 
by, , t h e c a n a l . ,. T h e p r o f u s i o n , of s w e e t - p e a s , double 
p o p p i e s , b l u e b o t t l e s , s t o c k g i l l y f l o w e r , a n d r o s e s , I n e v e r 
s a w ^equalled. E a c h I n d i a n w o m a n in h e r c a n o e l o o k s a s 
i f . : s e a t e d in a floating flower-garden. T h e s a m e l o v e of 
flowers d i s t i n g u i s h e s t h e m n o w a s in t h e t i m e of C o r t e s ; 
t h e s a m e w h i c h H u m b o l d t r e m a r k e d c e n t u r i e s a f t e r w a r d s . 
I n the e v e n i n g t h e s e I n d i a n w o m e n , in t h e i r c a n o e s , a re 
o o a i U m U y c r o w n e d w l U i g í w i n m i a o í voac» or poppictt* 
T h o s e w h o s i t in t h e m a r k e t , s e l l i n g the i r f ru i t o r the i r 
v e g e t a b l e s , a p p e a r a s if t h e y s a t in b o w e r s f o r m e d of 
f r egh g r e e n b r a n c h e s a n d c o l o u r e d l l o w e r s . I n t h e p o o r 
e s t v i l l a g e c h u r c h the floor i s s t r e w e d w i t h flowers, a n d 
b e f o r e t h e s e r v i c e b e g i n s f r e s h n o s e g a y s a r e b r o u g h t in 
a n d a r r a n g e d upop. the a l t a r . T h e b a b y a t i t s c h r i s t e n i n g , 
t h e b r i d e a t t h e a l t a r , the d e a d b o d y i n i t s b ier , a r e a l l 
a d o r n e d w i t h flowers. W e a r e to ld t h a t i n the d a y s of 
C o r t e s a b o i j q u e t o f r a r e flowers w a s the m o s t v a l u a b l e 
g j f t p r e s e n t e d to t h e a m b a s s a d o r s w h o v i s i t e d the c o u r t 
o f . , i 4o i } tezuma, a n d it p r e s e n t s a s t r a n g e a n o m a l y , th is 
l o v ç . o f flowers h a v i n g e x i s t e d a l o n g w i t h the i r s a n g u i n a r y 
w o r s h i p a n d b a r b a r o u s s a c r i f i c e s . 

W e w e n t the o t h e r e v e n i n g o n the c a n a l , in a l a r g e 
c a n o e w i t h a n a w n i n g , a s f a r a s the l i t t le v i l l a g e of S a n t a 
A n i t a , a n d s a w , for t h e first t ime , the f a r - f a m e d C h i n a m -
paa, o r floating g a r d e n s , w h i c h h a v e n o w b e c o m e fixtures, 
a n d a r e c o v e r e d w i t h v e g e t a b l e s , i n t e r m i n g l e d w i t h 
flpwers, w i t h a f e w p o o r h u t s b e s i d e t h e m , o c c u p i e d by 
t h e I n d i a n s , w h o b r i n g these to the c i t y for s a l e . T h e r e 
w p r e c a u l i f l o w e r s , c h i l i , t o m a t o e s , c a b b a g e s , a n d o t h e r 
v e g e t a b l e s , b u t I w a s c e r t a i n l y d i s a p p o i n t e d in the i r 
boauLy . T h e y a r e h o w e v e r c u r i o u s , o n a c c o u n t of their 
o r i g i n . S o f a r b a c k a s 1245, i t i s s a i d the w a n d e r i n g , 
A z t e c s p r M e x i c a n s a r r i v e d first a t C h a p u l t e p e c , w h e n , 
b e i n g p e r s e c u t e d by the p r i n c e s of T a l t o c a n , they took 
r e f u g e i n a g r o u p of i s l a n d s to the s o u t h of the l a k e of 
T e z c i i c o . F a l l i n g u n d e r the y o k e of the T e z c u c a n k i n g s , 
they a b a n d o n e d the i r i s l a n d h o m e a n d fled to T e z a p a n , 
wher t i j as a r e w a r d for a s s i s t i n g Lhe c h i e f s of tha t c o u n t r y 
jn a w a r a g a i n s t o t h e r pet ty p r i n c e s , t h e y r e c e i v e d the i r 
f r e e d o m , a n d e s t a b l i s h e d t h e m s e l v e s in a c i t y to w h i c h 
they g a v e the n a m e of M e x i c a l s i n g o , f r o m M e j i t l i , t h e i r 
g¡QÚ . pf; w a r — n o w it c o l l e c t i o n of s t r o n g b u r n u a n d poor 
h u t s . B u t they d i d n o t se t t le t h e r e , for to o b e y an o r a c l e 
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they t r a n s p o r t e d t h e m s e l v e s f r o m t h i s c i t y to t h e i s l a n d s 
e a s t o f C h a p u l t e p e c to the w e s t e r n s i d e of the l a k e of 
T e z c u c o . . A n a n c i e n t t r a d i t i o n h a d l o n g been c u r r e n t 
a m o n g s t t h e m , . t h a t w h e r e v e r they s h o u l d b e h o l d a n e a g l e 
s e a t e d u p o n a n o p a l w h o s e r o o t s p i e r c e d a r o c k , t h e r e 
they s h o u l d f o u n d a g r e a t c i t y . I n 1325 they b e h e l d t h i s 
s i g n , a n d o n the s p o t , i n a n i s l a n d i n the l a k e , f o u n d e d 
the first h o u s e of ; G o d — t h e T e o c a J l i , o r G r e a t T e m p l e ,-of 
M e x i c o . I )u t ' iuy a l l ihvAr w n m t u r i n j f » , w h e r e v e r t h e y 
s t o p p e d , t h e A z t e c s c u l t i v a t e d the e a r t h , a n d l i v e d u p o n 
w h a t n a t u r e g a v e t h e m . S u r r o u n d e d by e n e m i e s a n d . i n 
the m i d s t of a l a k e w h e r e t h e r e a r e f e w fish, n e c e s s i t y 
a n d i n d u s t r y c o m p e l l e d t h e m to f o r m floating fields a n d 
g a r d e n s o n t h e b o s o m of the w a t e r s . 

T h e y w e a v e d t o g e t h e r the roo ts of a q u a t i c p l a n t s , i n t e r 
t w i n e d w i t h t w i g s a n d l i g h t b r a n c h e s , un t i l t h e y h a d 
f o r m e d a f o u n d a t i o n suf f ic ien t ly s t r o n g to s u p p o r t a s o i l 
f o r m e d of t h e e a r t h w h i c h t h e y d r e w f r o m the b o t t o m of 
t h e l a k e ; a n d o n i t they s o w e d t h e i r m a i z e , t h e i r c h i l i , 
a n d a l l o t h e r p l a n t s n e c e s s a r y for t h e i r s u p p o r t . T h e s e 
floating g a r d e n s w e r e a b o u t a foot a b o v e the w a t e r , a n d 
i n the f o r m of a l o n g s q u a r e . A f t e r w a r d s , i n the i r n a t u r a l 
t a s t e fo r flowers, they n o t o n l y c u l t i v a t e d the u s e f u l b u t 
the o r n a m e n t a l , a n d t h e s e s m a l l g a r d e n s m u l t i p l y i n g w e r e 
c o v e r e d w i t h flowers a n d a r o m a t i c h e r b s * w h i c h w e r e u s e d 
i n t h e w o r s h i p of the g o d s , or w e r e s e n t to o r n a m e n t t h e 
p a l a c e of t h e e m p e r o r . T h e C h i n a m p a s a l o n g t h e c a n a l 
o f the V i g a a r e n o l o n g e r floating g a r d e n s , but fixed to 
the m a i n l a n d in the m a r s h y g r o u n d s l y i n g b e t w e e n t h e 
t w o g r e a t l a k e s of C h a l c o a n d T e z c u c o . A s m a l l t r e n c h 
fu l l o f w a t e r s e p a r a t e s e a c h g a r d e n ; a n d t h o u g h n o w i n 
t h i s m a r s h y l a n d they g i v e b u t a f a i n t i d e a of w h a t t h e y 
m a y h a v e been w h e n they r a i s e d the i r flower-crowned 
h e a d s a b o v e the c l e a r w a t e r s of the l a k e , a n d w h e n t h e 
I n d i a n s , in t h e i r b a r k s , w i s h i n g to r e m o v e t h e i r h a b i t a 
t i o n s , c o u l d t o w a l o n g t h e i r l i t t le i s l a n d s of r o s e s , i t i s 
s t i l l a p r e t t y a n d a p l e a s a n t s c e n e . 

W e b o u g h t n u m e r o u s g a r l a n d s of r o s e s a n d p o p p i e s 
f r o m the I n d i a n c h i l d r e n , b o t h here a n d a t S a n t a A n i t a , 
a l i t t le v i l l a g e w h e r e w e l a n d e d , a n d a s w e r e t u r n e d 
t o w a r d s e v e n i n g w e w e r e a m u s e d by t h e s i n g i n g a n d 
d a n c i n g of t h e I n d i a n s . O n e c a n o e c a m e c l o s e u p to o u r s , 
a n d k e p t b e s i d e i t for s o m e t i m e . A m a n w a s l y i n g l a z i l y 
a t the b o t t o m of t h e b o a t t i n g l i n g h i s g u i t a r , a n d one or 



I 2 0 L i fe in Mexico 
two wotuoM were i l tm^iny tnonotonoi iHly ami HinyinéT 
t h e s a m e t i m e to h i s m u s i c . S u n d r y j a r s of p u l q u e a n d 
e a r t h e n d i s h e s w i t h t o r t i l l a » n n d cli i l i a n d p i e c e s o f t a s a j o , 
l o n g f e s t o o n s of d r i e d a n d s a l t e d beef , p r o v e d t h a t the 
p a r t y w e r e not w i t h o u t the i r so l id c o m f o r t s , in s p i t e of 
t h e r o m a n t i c g u i t a r a m i the rose a n d poppy g -n r lands 
w i t h w h i c h the d a n c i n g n y m p h s were c r o w n e d . A m o n g s t 
o t h e r s they p e r f o r m e d t h e P a l o m o , t h e D o v e , o n e o f t h e i r 
rno'st f a v o u r i t e d a n c e s . T h e m u s i c i s p r e t t y , a n d I s e n d 
it to y o u w i t h the w o r d s , the m u s i c f r o m e a r ; t h e w o r d s 
a r e g i v e n m e by m y f r i e n d the S e ñ o r a A d, w h o sing's 
a l l t h e s e l i t t le I n d i a n a i r s in p e r f e c t i o n . I f w e m a y f o r m 
s o m e j u d g m e n t of a p e o p l e ' s c i v i l i z a t i o n b y their b a l l a d s , 
n o n e of the M e x i c a n s o n g s g i v e us a v e r y h i g h i d e a of 
t h e i r s . T h e w o r d s a r e g e n e r a l l y a t i s s u e of a b s u r d i t i e s , 
n o r a r e there a n y p a t r i o t i c s o n g s w h i c h their n e w - b o r n 
f r e e d o m m i g h t h a v e c a l l e d for th f r o m s o m u s i c a l a p e o p l e . 
A t l eas t I h a v e a s y e t o n l y d i s c o v e r e d o n e a i r o f w h i c h 
t h e w o r d s b e a r r e f e r e n c e to the g l o r i o u s " G r i t o de 
D o l o r e s , " a n d w h i c h a s s e r t s i n r h y m e that o n a c c o u n t o f 
t h a t m e m o r a b l e e v e n t , t h e I n d i a n w a s a b l e to g o t a s 
d r u n k a s a C h r i s t i a n ! T h e t r a n s l a t i o n of the P a l o m o i s 
a s f o l l o w s : 

" W h a t a re y o u do ing - , l i t t le dove , t h e r e in the w i n e 
s h o p ? W a i t i n g for m y l o v e unt i l T u e s d a y , m y l i f e , A 
d o v o In Hy ing h u r l l i u r l i t t le w i n g . I f y o u h a v e y o u r 
d o v e I h a v e m y l i t t le d o v e too, A d o v e in Hy ing a l l he r 
f e a t h e r s fel l off. W o m e n pay b a d l y ; not a l l , b u t s o m e 
o f . t h e m . L i t t l e dove o f the b a r r a c k s , y o u w i l l t e l l the 
d r u m m e r s w h e n they b e a t the re t reat to s t r i k e u p the 
m a r c h of m y l o v r n , J . i t t lo t i m e , whnt n m you d o i n g 
t h e r e l e a n i n g a g a i n s t t h a t w a l l y W a i l i n g l o r m y d o v e 
t i l l he b r i n g s m c s o m e t h i n g - to c a t . " A t l h e end o f e a c h 
v e r s e the c h o r u s of " P a l o m i t a , p a l o m o , p a l o m o . " 

Y e t , m o n o t o n o u s a s i t i s , the a i r i s s o p r e t t y , the 
w o m e n s a n g s o so f t l y a n d s l e e p i l y , the m u s i c s o u n d e d so 
s o o t h i n g l y a s w e g l i d e d a l o n g the w a t e r , t h a t I fe l t i n a 
p l e a s a n t h a l f - d r e a m y s t a t e of per fec t c o n t e n t m e n t , a n d 
w a s s o r r y w h e n , a r r i v i n g a t the l a n d i n g - p l a c e , w e h a d to 
r e t u r n to a c a r r i a g e a n d c i v i l i z e d l i fe , w i t h n o t h i n j ; b u t 
tlio y n r l u m l s o f llower.-i i o rcmi iml us of the C h i n a m p a s . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y these p e o p l e g e n e r a l l y e n d by too f re 
q u e n t a p p l i c a t i o n s to t h e j a r r o of p u l q u e , o r w h a t is w o r s e 
to the p u r e s p i r i t k n o w n b y the n a m e of c h i n g u i r i t e ; t h e 
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conaetjucuco oí w h i c h i s , LluiL from n i u s i o a n d d a n c i n g 
a n d r o s e - b c c r o w n i n g , they p r o c e e d to q u a r r e l l i n g a n d 
j e a l o u s y ;uid d r u n k e í i i i e s s , w h i c l i i r c q u c n l l y t e r m i n a t e s in 
the i r fighting, s t a b b i n g e a c h o ther , o r t h r o w i n g e a c h o t h e r 
i n t o t h e c a n a l . " T h e e n d c r o w n s t h e w o r k . " 

N o b l e a s t h i s p r e s e n t c i t y of M e x i c o i s , o n e c a n n o t h e l p 
t h i n k i n g h o w m u c h m o r e p i c t u r e s q u e the a n c i e n t T e n o c h -
t i t lan w a s , a n d h o w m u c h m o r e f e r t i l e i t s v a l l e y m u s t 
h a v e b e e n , on a c c o u n t of t h e g r e a t l a k e s . Y e t e v e n i n 
the t i m e o l C o r t e s t h e s e l a k e s h a d no g r e a t d e p t h oí 
w a t e r , a n d s t i l l f u r t h e r b a c k , in t h e t i m e of the I n d i a n 
E m p e r o r s , n a v i g a t i o n h a d b e e n so f r e q u e n t l y i n t e r r u p t e d 
i n s e a s o n s of d r o u g h t , th a t an a q u e d u c t h a d b e e n c o n 
s t r u c t e d in o r d e r to s u p p l y the c a n a l s w i t h w a t e r . 

A f t e r t h i s , the S p a n i a r d s , l i k e a l l new s e t t l e r s , h e w e d 
d o w n the fine t r e e s in t h i s b e a u t i f u l v a l l e y , b o t h on p l a i n 
a n d m o u n t a i n , l e a v i n g the b a r e so i l e x p o s e d to t h e v e r t i c a l 
r a y s of the s u n . T h e n the i r w e l l - f o u n d e d d r e a d of i n u n 
d a t i o n c a u s e d t h e m to c o n s t r u c t t h e f a m o u s D e s a g ü e of 
H u e h u e t o c a , the d r a i n or s u b t e r r a n e a n c o n d u i t or c h a n n e l 
i n t h e m o u n t a i n for d r a w i n g off t h e w a t e r s of t h e l a k e s ; 
t h u s l e a v i n g m a r s h y l a n d s or s t e r i l e p l a i n s c o v e r e d w i t h 
c a r b o n a t e of s o d a , w h e r e f o r m e r l y were s i l v e r l a k e s 
c o v e r e d w i t h c a n o e s . T h i s l a s t w a s a n e c e s s a r y e v i l , 
s i n c e the I n d i a n e m p e r o r s t h e m s e l v e s were s e n s i b l e of i t s 
n e c e s s i t y a n d h a d f o r m e d g r e a t w o r k s for d r a i n i n g the 
l a k e s , s o m e r e m a i n s of w h i c h w o r k s s t i l l e x i s t in the 
v i c i n i t y of t h e P e n o n . T h e g r e a t D e s a g ü e w a s b e g u n i n 
1607, w h e n t h e M a r q u i s of S a l i n a s w a s v i c e r o y of M e x i c o ; 
a n d t h e o p e r a t i o n s w e r e c o m m e n c e d w i t h p^reat p o m p , the 
v i c e r o y «NamUn^ in j i c rMm, niitsii b e i n g unid on a p o r t a b l e 
a l t a r , a n d fifteen h u n d r e d w o r k m e n a s s e m b l e d , w h i l e the 
m a r q u i s h i m s e l f b e g a n the e x c a v a t i o n by g i v i n g the first 
s t r o k e w i t h a s p a d e . F r o m 1607 to 1830, e i g h t m i l l i o n s 
of d o l l a r s w e r e e x p e n d e d , a n d ye t t h i s g r e a t w o r k w a s 
n o t b r o u g h t to a c o n c l u s i o n . H o w e v e r , t h e l i m i t s of the 
t w o l a k e s of Z u m p a n g o a n d S a n C r i s t o b a l , to t h e n o r t h 
of t h e v a l l e y , were thus g r e a t l y r e d u c e d , a n d the l a k e of 
T e z c u c o , t h e m o s t b e a u t i f u l of a l l t h e five, n o l o n g e r 
r e c e i v e d ( h e i r c o n t r i h u f i o n s . T h u s the d a n g e r of i n u n d a 
t ions h a s d i m i n i s h e d , but wnte r a n d v e g e t a t i o n h a v e 
d i m i n i s h e d a l s o , a n d t h e s u b u r b s o f t h e c i t y , w h i c h were 
f o r m e r l y c o v e r e d w i t h b e a u t i f u l g a r d e n s , n o w p r e s e n t to 
the e y e an a r i d e x p a n s e of e f f l o r e s c e n t ' s a l t . T h e p l a i n s 
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near San Lazaro especially, in their arid whiteness, seem 
characteristic of the unfortunate victims of leprosy 
enclosed in the walls of that hospital. 
" We rode out the other day by the b a r r i o , or ward of 

Santiago, which occupies part of the1 ancient Tlatelolco, 
which once constituted a separate state, had kings of its 
own, and was conquered by a Mexican monarch, who 
mudo H communication by bridges between it and Mexico. 
The1 great market mentioned by Cortes was held here, 
and its boundaries are still pointed out, whilst the convent 
chapel stands on the height where Cortes erected a bat
tering engine; when' he was besieging the Indian Venice. 

. , LETTER THE T H I R T E E N T H 
Convent of Sun Joiu ju ln—Moxlco In llic Mimi ln f í—Tm- i i l i n CnniiL' l i tc 

Pr ior—Convent Garden—Hacienda oí Los Morales—151 Ol ivar—A 
Huacainaya-—Ilumni in^-birds—Correspondence—lixpecled Conse-

. c ra t ion—Vis i t to the Miner ía—Botan ic Garden—Arbol de Ias 
Manj tas—The Museum—Equestr ian Statue—Academy of Po in t i ng 
and Sculpture—Disappointment . 

EARLY this morning we rode to the convent of San 

Joaquin, belonging to friars of the Carmelite order, pass-
fi# llirough Tumibu, Lhu finricnl Tliiropun, ow:<; ihc 

capital of a small kingdom, and whose monarch, T e i l e -
~~$anquetza l tz in (short and convenient name), Cortes caused 

to be hung on a tree for a supposed or real conspiracy. 
The number of earu, lhe ¡niuiincrublc Indinn.s lomlcd liUc 
beasts of burden, their women with baskets of vegetables 
in' • their hands and children on their backs, the long 
strings of a r r i è r o s with their loaded mules, the droves of 
cattle, the flocks of sheep, the herds of pigs, render it a 
work of some difficulty to make one's way on horseback 
out of the gates of Mexico at an early hour of the morn
ing, but it must be confessed, that the whole scene is 
lively and cheerful enough to make one forget that there 
is such a thing as care in the world. There is an indiffer
ent, placid .smile on every face, and the bright blue sky 
smiling over them al l ; dogs bark, and asses bray, and 
the Indian, with near a mule's load on his back, drags 
his hat off to salute a bevy of his bronze-coloured country
men, nearly equally laden with himself; and they all show 
their teeth and talk their liquid Indian and pass on. 
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T h e s e p l a i n s of T a c u b a , o n c e the t h e a t r e of fierce a n d 

b l o o d y c o n f l i c t s , a n d w h e r e , dur ing- the s i e g e of M e x i c o , 
A l v a r a d o of the L e a p fixed h i s c a m p , n o w p r e s e n t a v e r y 
t r a n q u i l s c e n e . T a c u b a i t se l f is n o w a s m a l l vi l lagfe o f 
m u d h u t s , w i t h s o m e fine o l d t r e e s , a f e w v e r y o l d r u i n e d 
h o u s e s , a r u i n e d c h u r c h , a n d s o m e t r a c e s of a bu i ld ing; 
w h i c h — — a s s u r e d u s h a d been t h e p a l a c e of t h e j r l a s t 
m o n n r c h ; w h i l s t o t h e r s d e c l a r e it to h a v e b e e n t h e s i t e of 
the S p a n i s h c n c u n i p m e n t . 

S a n J o a q u i n , a lso a p o o r v i l l a g e , c o n t a i n s the fine 
c o n v e n t ant i i m m e n s o w a l l e d g a r d e n a n d o r c h a r d b e l o n g 
i n g to the r i c h m o n k s of the C a r m e l i t e o r d e r . A s C n 
k n o w s the p r i o r , he s e n t i n o u r n a m e s , a n d I w a s a d 
m i t t e d a s f a r a s t h e s a c r i s t y of the c o n v e n t c h u r c h , T h e 
p r i o r r e c e i v e d u s w i t h t h e u t m o s t k i n d n e s s : he i s a g o o d -
l o o k i n g m a n , e x t r e m e l y a m i a b l e a n d w e l l - i n f o r m e d , a n d 
ül i l l y o u n g . T h e g e n t l e m e n w e r e a d m i t t e d i n t o the 
i n t e r i o r o f the c o n v e n t , w h i c h they d e s c r i b e a s b e i n g a 
v e r y l a r g e h a n d s o m e b u i l d i n g , c l e a n a n d a i r y , w i t h a fine 
o ld l i b r a r y , c h i e f l y c o m p o s e d of t h e o l o g i c a l w o r k s ; to the 
g a r d e n , w h i c h i s i m m e n s e l y l a r g e , a n d t h o u g h n o t m u c h 
c u l t i v a t e d , fu l l o f fiowers; a n d to t h e g r e a t o r c h a r d , cele~ 
b r a t e d for the p r o f u s i o n a n d e x c e l l e n c e of i ts f ru i t . T h e r e 
i s a m i r a d o r in the g a r d e n w h i c h c a n be seen f r o m the 
r o u d , find f r o m vvhirh I h c r c m » v e r y e x t e n s i v e v i e w . I 
w a s v e r y a n x i o u s for a d m i s s i o n o n l y to the g a r d e n , a n d 
p l e a d e d t h e m a n l y a p p e a r a n c e of m y r i d i n g - h a t , w h i c h 
w o u l d p r e v e n t a l l s c a n d a l w e r e I s e e n f r o m a d i s t a n c e ; 
but l h e r o m p l u i s i i n e c of lhe ^ o o d p r i o r w o u l d not g o q u i t e 
so f a r a s t h a t , s o 1 s a t in t h e s a c r i s t y a n d c o n v e r s e d w i t h 
a g o o d - n a t u r e d o ld m o n k w i t h a d o u b l e c h i n , w h i l s t the 
o t h e r s w a n d e r e d t h r o u g h t h e g r o u n d s . T h e y a f t e r w a r d s 
g a v e us a v e r y n i c e b r e a k f a s t , s i m p l e b u t g o o d ; fish f r o m 
the l a k e , d i f ferent p r e p a r a t i o n s of e g g s , r i z - o u - l a i t , cof fee , 
a n d f ru i t . T h e m o n k s d i d n o t s i t d o w n w i t h u s , n o r 
w o u l d they p a r t a k e of a n y t h i n g t h e m s e l v e s . 

W e w e n t in t h e e v e n i n g to see a p r e t t y h a c i e n d a c a l l e d 
L o s M o r a l e s ( the m u l b e r r y - t r e e ) b e l o n g i n g to: a S p a n i a r d , 
w h i c h h a s a n i c e g a r d e n w i t h a b a t h in i t , a n d w h e r e t h e y 
b e s t o w e d a q u a n t i t y o f b e a u t i f u l flowers o n u s . 

T h e o t h e r d a y we s e t off e a r l y , t o g e t h e r w i t h the 
B e l g i a n a n d F r e n c h m i n i s t e r s a n d t h e i r f a m i l i e s , in 
c a r n a g e s , to v i s i t a b e a u t i f u l d e s e r t e d h a c i e n d a , c a l l e d 
e l O l i v a r ] b e l o n g i n g to the M a r q u i s o f S a n t i a g o . T h e 
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h o u s e i s per fec t ly b a r e , w i t h n o t h i n g b u t the w a l l s ; b u t 
the • g r o u n d s a r e a w i l d e r n e s s o f t a n g l e d flowers a n d 
b l o s s o m i n g t r e e s , r o s e - b u s h e s , s w e e t - p e a s , a n d a l l m a n n e r 
of f r a g r a n t flowers. W c p a s s e d a n a g r e e a b l e d a y , w a n 
d e r i n g a b o u t , b r e a k f a s t i n g o n t h e p r o v i s i o n s b r o u g h t w i t h 
u s , a r r a n g i n g l a r g e b o u q u e t s of flowers, a n d firing a t a 
m a r k , w h i c h m u s t h a v e s t a r t l e d the b i r d s in th is s o l i t a r y 
a n d u n c u l t i v a t e d re t rea t . W e h a d a p l e a s a n t f a m i l y 
d i n n e r a t the E ' s , a n d p a s s e d the e v e n i n g a t the 
B a r o n d e • ' s . T h e g e n t l e m e n r e t u r n e d l a t e , it b e i n g 
the d a y of a d i p l o m a t i c d i n n e r a t the E n g l i s h m i n i s t e r ' s . 

T h e C o u n t e s s del V e h a s j u s t sen t me a b e a u t i f u l 
b i r d w i t h the m o s t g o r g e o u s p l u m a g e of the b r i g h t e s t 
s c a r l e t a n d blue. I t i s c a l l e d a h u a c a m a y a , a n d is o f the 
p a r r o t s p e c i e s , b u t t h r e e t i m e s a s l a r g e , b e i n g a b o u t t w o 
feet f r o m the b e a k to the t ip of t h e ta i l . I t i s a s u p e r b 
c r e a t u r e b u t v e r y w i c k e d , g n a w i n g not o n l y i t s o w n po le , 
b u t a l l the d o o r s , a n d c o m m i t t i n g g r e a t h a v o c a m o n g s t 
the p l a n t s , b e s i d e s t r y i n g to b i te e v e r y o n e w h o a p 
p r o a c h e s i t . I t p r o n o u n c e s a f e w w o r d s v e r y h o a r s e l y 
a n d i n d i s t i n c t l y , a n d h a s a m o s t h a r s h , d i s a g r e e a b l e c r y . 
I n f a c t i t p r e s u m e s u p o n i ts b e a u t y to be a s u n a m i a b l e a s 
p o s s i b l e . 

I p r e f e r s o m e b e a u t i f u l l i t t le h u m m i n g - b i r d s { c h u p a 
m i r t o s a s they a r e c a l l e d h e r e ) w h i c h h a v e been s e n t m e , 
a n d w h i c h I a m t r y i n g to p r e s e r v e a l i v e , but I f e a r the 
c o l d w i l l k i l l t h e m , for t h o u g h w e see t h e m o c c a s i o n a l l y 
he re , h a n g i n g b y the i r b e a k s u p o n the b r a n c h e s o f the 
flowers, l i k e l a r g e but te r f l i es , a n d s h a k i n g t h e i r b r i l l i a n t 
l i t t le w i n g s so r a p i d l y that t h e y s e e m to e m i t s p a r k l e s 
of c o l o u r e d l i g h t ; s t i l l th is i s n o t the i r h o m e ; p r o p e r l y 
s p e a k i n g , they b e l o n g to t h e t i e r r a c a l i e n t e . T h e s e l i t t le 
b i r d s a re o f a g o l d e n g r e e n a n d p u r p l e , a n d a r e so t a m e , 
tha t w h i l s t I a m w r i t i n g I h a v e t w o on m y s h o u l d e r a n d 
one p e r c h e d on the e d g e of a g l a s s , d i v i n g o u t its l o n g 
t o n g u e for s u g a r a n d w a t e r . O u r l ive s t o c k i s c o n s i d e r 
a b l e : w e h a v e G u i n e a f o w l s , w h o a l w a y s r e m i n d m e of 
o ld m a i d e n lad ies in h a l f - m o u r n i n g , a n d w h o s e s c r e a m i n g 
no tes m a t c h those of t h e h u a c a m a y a ; v a r i o u s l itt le g r e e n 
p a r r o t s ; a s c a r l e t c a r d i n a l , o n e h u n d r e d a n d s i x t y p i g e o n s 
m t h e p i g e o n - h o u s e , a n d t h r e e l i c r c e d o g s in c o n s p i c u o u s 
s i t u a t i o n s . 

I r e c e i v e d a v e r y pol i te l e t t e r to -day f r o m the S e ñ o r a 
de S a n t a A n n a , a n d a s i t w a s e n c l o s e d in a few l ines f r o m 
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S a n t a A n n a h i m s e l f , I s e n d y o u h i s a u t o g r a p h , fo r I 
d o u b t m u c h w h e t h e r w e h a v e s e e n the l a s t of t h a t i l l u s 
t r i o u s p e r s o n a g e , or w h e t h e r h i s p h i l o s o p h i c r e t i r e m e n t 
w i l l e n d u r e fo r e v e r . 

Í h a v e been endeavom' ing- l a te ly to p r o c u r e p e r m i s s i o n 
f r o m Señor P o s a d a , w h o i s s h o r t l y to be c o n s e c r a t e d 
a r c h b i s h o p , to v i s i t the c o n v e n t s o f n u n s i n M e x i c o . 
S e ñ o r C of s e c r e t a r y of s t a t e , o u r p a r t i c u l a r f r i e n d , 
h a s b e e n k i n d e n o u g h to i n t e r e s t h i m s e l f i n the mat te i ; , 
t h o u g h w i t h indi f ferent h o p e s of s u c c e s s . A f e w d a y s 
a g o h e sen t me h i s c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w i t h Señor . P o s a d a , 
w h o o b s e r v e s that the v i c e - q u e e n s a lone h a d the p r i v i l e g e 
of t h e ent ree , a n d s e e m s to hes i ta te a g o o d deal a s to t h e 
a d v i s a b l e n e s s of g r a n t i n g a p e r m i s s i o n w h i c h m i g h t , be 
c o n s i d e r e d a p r e c e d e n t fo r o t h e r s . H o w e v e r , I t h i n k he 
i s too a m i a b l e to res is t o u r u n i t e d e n t r e a t i e s . I h o l d o u t 
a s a n a r g u m e n t , tha t C n , b e i n g the d u p l i c a d o of t h e 
q u e e n herse l f , m y v is i t i s e q u a l to tha t of the v i c e - q u e e n , 
w h i c h a r g u m e n t h a s at l eas t a m u s e d h i m . Mis c o n s e c r a 
t ion i s fixed for the 31st of M a y . 

D o n P e d r o F o n t i , the l a s t a r c h b i s h o p n a m e d in the t i m e 
of t h e S p a n i s h d o m i n i o n , h a v i n g r e n o u n c e d t h e m i t r e , 
th ree i l l u s t r i o u s c h u r c h m e n w e r e p r o p o s e d to fill the 
v a c a n t p lace : t h i s D o n M a n u e l P o s a d a , D o n A n t o n i o 
C a m p o s , a n d D r . D o n José M a r i a de S a n t i a g o . T h e first 
w a s c h o s e n by the M e x i c a n g o v e r n m e n t , a n d w a s a f t e r 
w a r d s p r o c l a i m e d in the R o m a n C o n s i s t o r y l a s t D e c e m b e r , 
w i t h the a p p r o b a t i o n of G r e g o r y X V I . T h e y a r e n o w 
o n l y w a i t i n g for the pont i f i ca l b u l l s , w h i c h a r e d a i l y 
e x p e c t e d f r o m R o m e ; a n d it i s s a i d tha t the c e r e m o n y , 
w h i c h wi l l t a k e p lace in the c a t h e d r a l , w i l l be v e r y 
m a g n i f i c e n t . 

. A p r i l 3 r d . — A c c o m p a n i e d by the m i n i s t e r , w e s p e n t 
y e s t e r d a y in v i s i t i n g the M i n e r i a , the B o t a n i c G a r d e n , 
the M u s e u m , e t c . , al l w h i c h l e a v e a c e r t a i n d i s a g r e e a b l e 
i m p r e s s i o n o n the m i n d , s i n c e , w i t h o u t h a v i n g the d i g n i t y 
of r u i n s , they a re fine b u i l d i n g s n e g l e c t e d . T h e M i n e r i a , 
o r S c h o o l o f M i n e s , the w o r k of the f a m o u s a r c h i t e c t a n d 
s c u l p t o r T o l s a , i s a m a g n i f i c e n t b u i l d i n g , a p a l a c e w h o s e 
fine p r o p o r t i o n s w o u l d r e n d e r it r e m a r k a b l e a m o n g s t the 
finest ed i f ices of a n y E u r o p e a n c o u n t r y . A l l i s o n a 
g r e a t s c a l e , i ts noble r o w s of p i l l a r s , g r e a t s t a i r c a s e s , 
l a r g e a p a r t m e n t s a n d lo f ty r o o f s , b u t it r e m i n d s o n e of a 
g o l d e n a v i a r y , c o n t a i n i n g a few c o m m o n s p a r r o w s . 
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S e v e r a l r i c h S p a n i a r d s c o n t r i b u t e d m o r e t h a n s i x h u n d r e d 
t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s to i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . W e w e r e s h o w n 
t h r o u g h the w h o l e of t h i s a d m i r a b l e b u i l d i n g b y the 
d i r e c t o r , w h o o c c u p i e s a v e r y h a n d s o m e h o u s e a t t a c h e d 
to it. B u t h o w e v e r l e a r n e d t h e p r o f e s s o r s m a y b e , — a n d 
a m o n g s t them i s the s c i e n t i f i c S e ñ o r d e l R i o , n o w v e r y 
o l d , but a m a n of g r e a t learn ing- a n d r e s e a r c h , — t h e c o l l e c 
t ion of m i n e r a l s , t h e i n s t r u m e n t s a n d m o d e l s , a r e a l l 
m i s e r a b l e a n d i l l k e p t . 

The B o t a n i c G a r d e n , w i t h i n t h e p a l a c e , i s a s m a l l i l l -
k e p t e n c l o s u r e , w h e r e there s t i l l r e m a i n s o m e r a r e p l a n t s 
of t h e i m m e n s e c o l l e c t i o n m a d e in the t i m e of the S p a n i s h 
g o v e r n m e n t , w h e n g r e a t p r o g r e s s w a s m a d e in a l l the 
n a t u r a l s c i e n c e s , f o u r h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s h a v i n g 
b e e n e x p e n d e d in b o t a n i c a l e x p e d i t i o n s a l o n e . C o u r s e s 
of b o t a n i c a l l e c t u r e s w e r e t h e n g i v e n a n n u a l l y by the m o s t 
l e a r n e d p r o f e s s o r s , a n d the t a s t e for n a t u r a l h i s t o r y w a s 
u n i v e r s a l . 

E l A r b o l de l a s M a n i t a s ( the t ree of t h e s m a l l h a n d s ) 
w a s the m o s t c u r i o u s w h i c h w e s a w in t h e g a r d e n . T h e 
flower is of a b r i g h t s c a r l e t , in the f o r m of a h a n d , w i t h 
five fingers a n d a t h u m b ; a n d i t i s s a i d t h a t t h e r e a re o n l y 
t h r e e of these t r e e s in the r e p u b l i c . T h e g a r d e n e r i s an 
o ld I t a l i a n , w h o c a m e o v e r w i t h o n e of the v i c e r o y s , a n d 
though n o w o n e h u n d r e d a n d ten y e a r s o l d , and" n e a r l y 
b e n t d o u b l e , p o s s e s s e s al l h i s f a c u l l i e s . T h e g a r d e n i s 
p r e t t y f r o m the a g e of the t r e e s , a n d l u x u r i a n c e of the 
flowers, b u t m e l a n c h o l y a s a p r o o f of t h e d e c a y of the 
s c i e n c e i n M e x i c o . T h e p a l a c e i tse l f , n o w o c c u p i e d by 
thei p r e s i d e n t , f o r m e r l y b e l o n g e d t o C o r t e s , a n d w a s c e d e d 
b y ' h i s d e s c e n d a n t s to the g o v e r n m e n t . I n e x c h a n g e they 
r e c e i v e d the g r o u n d f o r m e r l y o c c u p i e d b y the p a l a c e of 
the A z t e c k i n g s , a n d bui l t o n it a v e r y s p l e n d i d ed i f ice , 
w h e r e the s ta te a r c h i v e s a r e k e p t , a n d w h e r e the M o n t e 
P i o ( the office w h e r e m o n e y i s l e n t on p l a t e , j e w e l s , e tc . ) 
n o w is, the d i rec to r of w h i c h i s D o n F r a n c i s c o T a g l e , 
w h o s e a p a r t m e n t s w i t h i n t h e b u i l d i n g a r e v e r y e l e g a n t 
a n d Hpuoious. 
j.-<The M u s e u m w i t h i n the U n i v c j r a H y , unci u p p o a i i e the 
p a l a c e , in the p l a z a c a l l e d d e l V o l a d o r , c o n t a i n s m a n y 
ra re , a n d v a l u a b l e w o r k s , m a n y c u r i o u s I n d i a n a n t i q u i t i e s , 
b u t t h e y . a r e i l l a r r a n g e d . O n t h e w a l l s a r e t h e p o r t r a i t s 
of i. t h e v i c e - k i n g s , b e g i n n i n g w i t h H e r n á n C o r t e s . W e 
s p e n t ia l o n g w h i l e h e r e e x a m i n i n g these a n t i q u i t i e s ; b u t 
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we< h a v e s e e n nothing" in M e x i c o to e q u a l the b e a u t y , of 
the c o l o s s a l e q u e s t r i a n s t a t u e in b r o n z e of C h a r l e s . I V , 
p l a c e d o n a p e d e s t a l of M e x i c a n m a r b l e , w h i c h s t a n d s i n 
t h e c o u r t o f the U n i v e r s i t y , b u t f o r m e r l y a d o r n e d . , the 
m i d d l e of t h e s q u a r e . I t i s a m a g n i f i c e n t p i c t u r e o f s c u l p 
t u r e , t h e m a s t e r p i e c e of T o l o s a , r e m a r k a b l e for t h e nob le 
s i m p l i c i t y a n d p u r i t y of i t s s t y l e , a n d w a s m a d e a t t h e 
e x p e n s e of a n e x - v i c e r o y , the M a r q u i s of B r a n c i f o r t e . 
W e a l s o s a w the g o d d e s s of w a r l y i n g in a c o r n e r of t h e 
c o u r t , b e s i d e the s t o n e of s a c r i f i c e s , w h i c h w e h a d a l r e a d y 
b e e n s h o w n . 

T o - d a y w e h a v e b e e n v i s i t i n g the A c a d e m y of p a i n t i n g 
a n d s c u l p t u r e , c a l l e d the A c a d e m y of F i n e A r t s , o f w h i c h 
I u n f o r t u n a t e l y r e c o l l e c t e d h a v i n g r e a d H u m b o l d t ' s 
b r i l l i a n t a c c o u n t , i n m y f o r c i b l y p r o l o n g e d s t u d i e s o n 
b o a r d the J a s o n , a n d t h a t he m e n t i o n s i ts h a v i n g h a d t h e 
m o s t f a v o u r a b l e i n f l u e n c e in f o r m i n g the n a t i o n a l t a s t e . 
H e t e l l s us t h a t e v e r y n i g h t , i n t h e s e s p a c i o u s h a l l s , w e l l 
i l l u m i n e d by A r g a n d l a m p s , h u n d r e d s of y o u n g m e n w e r e 
a s s e m b l e d , s o m e s k e t c h i n g f r o m t h e p l a s t e r - c a s t s , o r 
f r o m l i fe , a n d o t h e r s c o p y i n g d e s i g n s of f u r n i t u r e , c a n -
d e l a b r a s a n d o t h e r b r o n z e o r n a m e n t s ; a n d that h e r e a l l 
c l a s s e s , c o l o u r s , a n d r a c e s , w e r e m i n g l e d t o g e t h e r ; ' t h e 
I n d i a n b e s i d e the w h i t e boy , a n d t h e s o n of the p o o r e s t 
m e c h a n i c b e s i d e t h a t of the r i c h e s t l o r d . T e a c h i n g w a s 
g r a t i s , a n d not l i m i t e d to l a n d s c a p e a n d figures, o n e of 
t h e p r i n c i p a l o b j e c t s b e i n g to p r o p a g a t e a m o n g s t t h e 
a r t i s t s a g e n e r a l t a s t e fo r e l e g a n c e a n d b e a u t y o f f o r m , 
a n d to e n l i v e n t h e n a t i o n a l i n d u s t r y . P l a s t e r - c a s t s , to 
the a m o u n t of f o r t y t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s , w e r e sen t o u t b y 
t h e K i n g of S p a i n , a n d a s t h e y p o s s e s s i n the a c a d e m y 
v a r i o u s c o l o s s a l s t a t u e s of b a s a l t a n d p o r p h y r y , w i t h 
A z t e c h i e r o g l y p h i c s , it w o u l d h a v e been c u r i o u s , a s t h e 
s a m e l e a r n e d t r a v e l l e r r e m a r k s , to h a v e c o l l e c t e d t h e s e 
m o n u m e n t s in the c o u r t y a r d of the A c a d e m y , a n d c o m 
p a r e d the r e m a i n s of M e x i c a n s c u l p t u r e , m o n u m e n t s of a 
s e m i - b a r b a r o u s p e o p l e , w i t h the. g r a c e f u l c r e a t i o n s of 
G r e e c e a n d R o m e . 

L e t no onu vinit the A c u d c t n y w i l i i t h e s e r c c o U c c t i o n B 
or a n t i c i p a t i o n s i n his m i n d . . . . T h a t the s i m p l e a n d 
nob le t a s t e w h i c h d i s t i n g u i s h e s the M e x i c a n b u i l d i n g s , 
the i r p e r f e c t i o n in the c u t t i n g a n d w o r k i n g of the i r s t o n e s , 
the c h a s t e o r n a m e n t s of the c a p i t a l s a n d r e l i e v o e s , a r e 
o w i n g to t h e p r o g r e s s t h e y m a d e i n t h i s v e r y A c a d e m y , 
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i s no doubt t h e c a s e . T h e r e m a i n s of these b e a u t i f u l but 
m u t i l a t e d p l a s t e r - c a s t s , t h e s p l e n d i d e n g r a v i n g s w h i c h 
s t i l l e x i s t , w o u l d a lone m a k e it p r o b a b l e ; b u t the p r e s e n t 
d i s o r d e r , the a b a n d o n e d s t a t e of the b u i l d i n g , t h e non
e x i s t e n c e of these e x c e l l e n t c l a s s e s of s c u l p t u r e a n d pa in t 
ing:, t ind, a b o v e a l l , the l o w sta te o f the line a r t s in 
M e x i c o , a t the p r e s e n t d a y , a r e a m o n g s t the s a d p r o o f s , 
i f a n y w e r e w a n t i n g , of the m e l a n c h o l y effects p r o d u c e d 
b y y e a r s of c i v i l w a r a n d u n s e t t l e d g o v e r n m e n t . . . . 

T h e H o l y W e e k is n o w a p p r o a c h i n g , a n d a l r e a d y 
I n d i a n s are to be s e e n b r i n g i n g in the p a l m - b r a n c h e s a n d 
t h e flowers fo r the a l t a r s , a n d t h e y a r e b e g i n n i n g to erect 
b o o t h s a n d t e m p o r a r y s h o p s , a n d to m a k e every p r e p a r a 
t ion fo r the c o n c o u r s e of people w h o w i l l a r r i v e nex t 
S u n d a y f rom al l the di f ferent v i l l a g e s a n d r a n c h o e s , far 
a n d n e a r . 

L E T T E R T H E F O U R T E E N T H 

Palm Sunday—Holy Thursday—Var ie ty of Costumes—San Francisco 
— Santo Domingo — Sania Teresa — N u n s — Stone Bust — The 
Academy—Religious 1'roccssion—Pilgrimage to lhe Churches— 
Santa Clara—Nun's Voice—Orange-trees and Rose-bushes—The 
Cathedral I l luminated—Our Saviour in Chains—Good- Friday—• 
The great Squuca tow.irds Itveninfr— Dresses of M m , Women, 
and Children—A|)j)roacÍi oí the Host—Judas—Great Piocesalon— 
Miserere—The Square by Moonl ight—A Lonely Walk—Sábado de 
Gloria—Bait in Contemplat ion—Weekly Soírées—Embroidered 
Muslins—A Ter tu l ia at Home. 

21st Ap r i l . 

O N the m o r n i n g of P a l m S u n d a y , I w e n t to t h e C a t h e d r a l , 
a c c o m p a n i e d by M a d e m o i s e l l e de , d a u g h t e r o f the 

M i n i s t e r . W e found i t no e a s y m a t t e r to m a k e o u r 
w a y t h r o u g h the c r o w d ; b u t a t l as t , b y d int of p a t i e n c e 
a n d p e r s e v e r a n c e , a n d c h a n g i n g our p l a c e v e r y o f t e n , w e 
c o n t r i v e d to a r r i v e v e r y n e a r t h e g r e a t a l t a r ; a n d there 
w c h a d j u s t t a k e n ü n o u r p o s i t i o n , w h e n a d i s i n t e r e s t e d 
m a n g a v e u s a I 'r iemlly h i n t , t h a t ; is t h e w h o l e p r o c e s s i o n , 
w i t h the i r b r a n c h e s , m u s t i n e v i t a b l y s q u e e z e p a s t the spot 
w h e r e w e w e r e , w e s h o u l d p r o b a b l y b e c r u s h e d or suf fo
c a t e d ; c o n s e q u e n t l y w e f o l l o w e d h i m to a m o r e c o n v e n i e n t 
s t a t i o n , a l s o c l o s e to the a l t a r a n d d e f e n d e d by t h e r a i l 
i n g , w h e r e w e f o u n d o u r s e l v e s t o l e r a b l y w e l l off. T w o 
l a d i e s , to w h o m h e m a d e t h e - s a m e p r o p o s i t i o n , a n d w h o 
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re jec ted it , w e . a f t e r w a r d s o b s e r v e d i n a s a d c o n d i t i o n , 
their m a n t i l l a s n e a r l y t o r n off a n d . the p a l m - b r a n c h e s 
s w e e p i n g a c r o s s . the i r e y e s . • 

. I n a s h o r t t i m e , the w h o l e c a t h e d r a l p r e s e n t e d t h e I 
a p p e a r a n c e of a f o r e s t of p a l m - t r e e s , ( à l a B i r n a m w o o d ) 
m o v e d by a g u n tic w i n d ; a n d u n d e r e a c h tree a h a l f - n a k e d 
I n d i a n , h is r a g s c l i n g i n g toge ther w i t h w o n d e r f u l p e r 
t i n a c i t y ; l o n g , m a t t e d , d i r t y b l a c k h a i r b o t h in m e n a n d 
w o m e n , b r o n z e f a c e s w i t h m i l d u n S p e a k i n g e y e s , o r a l l , 
w i t h o n e e x p r e s s i o n of e a g e r n e s s to see t h e a p p r o a c h of 
the p r i e s t s . M a n y of t h e m h a d p r o b a b l y t r a v e l l e d a l o n g 
w a y , a n d the p a l m s w e r e f r o m t i e r ra c a l i e n t e , d r i e d a n d 
p la i t ed into . a l l m a n n e r of i n g e n i o u s w a y s . E a c h p a l m 
w a s a b o u t s e v e n feet h i g h , so a s f a r to o v e r s h a d o w t h e 
h e a d of the I n d i a n w h o c a r r i e d i t ; a n d w h e n e v e r they a r e 
b l e s s e d , they a r e c a r r i e d h o m e to a d o r n t h e w a l l s of t h e i r 
h u t s . T h e p r i e s t s a r r i v e d , at l e n g t h , i n g r e a t p o m p ; a n d 
a l s o c a r r y i n g p a l m - b r a n c h e s . F o r f o u r m o r t a l h o u r s , w e 
r e m a i n e d k n e e l i n g or s i t t i n g o n the floor, a n d t h a n k f u l 
w e \ y e r e w h e n it w a s a l l o v e r , a n d w e c o u l d m a k e o u r 
w a y o n c e m o r e in to the f r e s h a i r . 

F r o m this d a y , d u r i n g the w h o l e w e e k , a l l b u s i n e s s i s 
s u s p e n d e d , a n d b u t one t r a i n of t h o u g h t o c c u p i e s a l l 
c l a s s e s , f r o m the h i g h e s t to the l o w e s t . T h e p e a s a n t s 
flock f r o m e v e r y q u a r t e r , s h o p s a re s h u t , c h u r c h e s a r e 
o p e n e d ; and the D i v i n e T r a g e d y e n a c t e d in S y r i a e i g h t e e n 
h u n d r e d y e a r s a g o , is n o w c e l e b r a t e d i n l a n d then u n d i s 
c o v e r e d , a n d by the d e s c e n d a n t s of n a t i o n s s u n k i n . 
P a g a n i s m for c e n t u r i e s a f te r t h a t p e r i o d . 

B u t a m o n g s t the l o w e r c l a s s e s , the w o r s h i p i s e m 
p h a t i c a l l y the w o r s h i p of H e r w h o H e r s e l f p r e d i c t e d , 
" F r o m h e n c e f o r t h a l l n a t i o n s s h a l l c a l l me b l e s s e d . " 
B e f o r e her s h r i n e s , a n d a t a l l h o u r s , t h o u s a n d s a r e k n e e l 
i n g . W i t h f a c e s e x p r e s s i v e of the m o s t i n t e n s e l o v e a n d 
d e v o t i o n , a n d w i t h w o r d s of the m o s t p a s s i o n a t e a d o r a 
t ion , t h e y a d d r e s s the m i l d i m a g e of the M o t h e r of G o d . 
T o t h e S o n the i r f e e l i n g s s e e m c o m p o s e d of r e s p e c t f u l 
p i ty , of h u m b l e but m o r e d i s t a n t a d o r a t i o n ; w h i l e to t h e 
V i r g i n they a p p e a r to g i v e a l l the i r conf idence , a n d to 
look u p to h e r a s to a k i n d a n d b o u n t i f u l Q u e e n / w h o , 
d r e s s e d in h e r m a g n i f i c e n t r o b e s a n d j e w e l l e d d i a d e m , y e t 
m o u r n i n g i n a l l the a g o n y of her d i v i n e s o r r o w s , h a s 
c o n d e s c e n d e d to a d m i t t h e p o o r e s t b e g g a r to p a r t i c i p a t e 
in h e r w o e , w h i l s t i n her t u r n s h e s h a r e s i n the af f l ic t ions 
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of i t h e . low ly , f ee ls f o r t h e i r p r i v a t i o n s , a n d g r a n t s t h e m 
h e r a l l - p o w e r f u l i n t e r c e s s i o n . ; • 

O n H o l y T h u r s d a y n o t h i n g - c a n 'be ' m o r e p i c t u r e s q u e 
t h a n ! the w h o l e a p p e a r a n c e of M e x i c o . N o c a r r i a g e s a r e 
p e r m i t t e d ar id t h e l a d i e s , b e i n g o n ' f o o t , t a k e t h e o p p o r 
t u n i t y of d i s p l a y i n g a l l t h e r i c h e s of the i r to i l e t . O n t h i s 
d a y v e l v e t s a n d . s a t i n s a r e • y o u r on ly w e a r . " D i a m o n d s 
a n d p e a r l s w a l k t h e s t r e e t s . T h e m a n t i l l a s a r e w h i t e o r 
b l a c k b l o n d e ; the p h o e s i - w h i t e or c o l o u r e d s a t i n . T h e 
p e t t i c o a t s a r e s t i l l r a t h e r s h o r t , b u t it w o u l d b e h a r d to 
h ide s u c h s m a l l fee t , a n d s u c h s t i l l s m a l l e r s h o e s . *' I I 
f a u t souf f r i r p o u r ê t r e b e l l e , " b u t à qitoi b o n ê t r e b e l l e ? i f 
no o n e s e e s it. A s f o r m e , I v e n t u r e d u p o n a l i l a c s i l k 
of . P a h n y r e ' s j a n d . a b l a c k m a n t i l l a . . . 
• j ' . iThe • w h o l e c i t y w a s f i l l ed w i t h p i c t u r e s q u e figures. 
A f t e r the h i g h e r S e ñ o r a s w e r e to be r e m a r k e d t h e c o m m o n 
w o m e n , ch ie f l y i n c l e a r w h i t e , v e r y stiffly s t a r c h e d m u s l i n s , 
s o m e v e r y r i c h l y e m b r o i d e r e d , a n d the p e t t i c o a t t r i m m e d 
w i t h : l a c e ; w h i t e s a t i n s h o e s , a n d the d r e s s e s e x t r e m e l y 
s h o r t , w h i c h in t h e m l o o k s v e r y w e l l . A r e b o s o i s t h r o w n 
o v e r a l l . A m o n g s t t h e s e w e r e m a n y h a n d s o m e f a c e s , b u t 
in a s t i l l l o w e r a n d m o r e I n d i a n c l a s s , w i t h t h e i r g a y -
c o l o u r e d p e t t i c o a t s , t h e f a c e s w e r e s o m e t i m e s b e a u t i f u l , 
a n d : the figures m o r e u p r i g h t a n d g r a c e f u l ; a l s o t h e y 
i n v a r i a b l y w a l k w e l l w h i l s t m a n y of t h e h i g h e r c l a s s e s , 
f r o m ! t i g h t ahoea a n d w a n t of c u n f o m , a c e m t o f e e l p a i n 
i n l p . u t t i n g the i r : fect to t h e g r o u n d . 

f . n ' B u t n o n e c o u l d v i e w i t h t h e h a n d s o m e P o b l a n a p e a s a n t s 
in the i r h o l i d a y , d r e s s e s , s o m e s o r i c h a n d m a g n i f i c e n t , 
that , r e m e m b e r i n g t h e w a r n i n g of o u r m i n i s t e r i a l f r i e n d s , 
I; a m . i i n c l i n e d to b e l i e v e t h e m m o r e s h o w y t h a n r e s p e c t -
íible» T i l o çt iro I n d i a n s , w i t h w h o m t h e c h u r c h e s a n d 
t h e , w h o l e c i ty i s c r o w d e d , a r c u s u g j y a s u; in b e i i n u r 
g i n e d ; a g e n t l e , d i r t y , a n d m u c h - e n d u r i n g r a c e . S t i l l , 
w i th ; the i r bab ies a t t h e i r b a c k s , g o i n g a l o n g a t t h e i r u s u a l 
gentle^ t ro t , they a d d m u c h , to t h e g e n e r a l e f f e c t o f t h e 
c o \ i p ' d ' c e i l . 

, ; W e w a l k e d to S a n F r a n c i s c o a b o u t t e n o ' c l o c k , a n d t h e 
b o d y í í o f t h e . c h u r c h b e i n g c r o w d e d , w e n t u p s t a i r s to a 
p r i v a t e g a l l e r y w i t h a g i l d e d g r a t i n g , b e l o n g i n g to t h e 
C o u n t e s s , de S a n t i a g o , a n d h e r e w e h a d t h e a d v a n t a g e 
o f . s e a t s , b e s i d e s a fine v i e w of the w h o l e . T h i s c h u r c h 
i ^ . V ^ r y . s p l e n d i d , - a n d t h e w a l l s w e r e h u n g , w i t h c a n v a s 
p a i n t i n g s r e p r e s e n t i n g d i f f e r e n t p a s s a g e s of o u r S a v i o u r ' s 
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. l i f e ; i i i s ç n t r y in to J e r u s a l e m , ^vWOf f l f t f t of S a i p ^ j a 
t í l p w^>-PtpT.)yhiçh, w i t h the palfn^tr^-had^'.GpoJ *açíl 
- ç r i e n t a l çf fçct . . . "' " 
..'.Bçfprg.t.h.e .attar, .vyhích w a s ü a & ü n g y j \ t^ j e y / ^ ' / ^ P 

9 r e p r e p p n t a t i o n of the L o r d ' ? Supper, n o ^ iff p^nt i^g. , 
^ H * j P SCHlp^j-ed fibres large, a s ' J i f e , J iab i ied j # , tfte 
J«?YJç|i ^ r^ss ,^ . T h t ? b i s h o p s a n d priests \ypr(? i n ^ j j l a z p 
9.Í g p l d a n d jewels, f^ey w e r e a g i s t e d d u r i n g :¡tí^e' cçrft-
m p n y . b y thp yo.ung C o u n t of S a n t i a g o . ; T h f i ; m ^ i c . w g p 
extremely g o o ^ , a n d the w h o j e ef fect . i m p r e s s i v e . V / . p 
y j s i t e d s e v e r a l c h u r c h e s i n the c q u f s e . p f the 'cj'̂ y,' ^njf.cpn-
J i n u e d w a l k i n g unt i l four o ' c l o c k , ]ivhcn w e wenj ; tq, dipe 
w i t h o u r f r i e n d s the A s . À f t ç r dini^ei^ o^e ¡of íh f i i r 
c o a c h m e n , a h a n d s o m e M e x i c a n , i n ^ . s u p e r ^ 4 re§^ , a l l 
pn^broideretf i n g o l d , w a ? ç ^ l e d upstairs;;}:<} ' dapqç ¡.{he 
J a r a b e to us w i t h a c o u n t r y g i r l . , .Th.q j^aqçpf.js çnçno-
tqnous, but t h e y a c q u i t t e d thçfT}Sçlve$ po l pçr^qçfiq^. 

y ^ e then c p p t i n u ç d oi^r p i lgr i r r i^gp tfarqyig}}, pfop ç i t y , 
t h o u g h , a s t h e s u n haçj n o t ye t sçt , w e , jreperye^ o i í f çb-jsf 
j^dfnir^tipn HPt i l the c h u r c h ç s s h o u l d ,^6,/}ÍJJipÍflaJ:.edlh Q n e , 
h o w e v e r , w.ç e n t e r e d a t s u n s e t , w h i c h i s ( j v o r t h y Qf r ç ^ i ^ r k 
— Ç a n t o D o m i n g o . , J t l o o k e d l i k e .p. Jittlp ^ { i r ^ j j i ^ ç , a 
s t o r y i n t^e A r a b i a n N i g h t s . A l l . t h e sj:eps;(up t h ç alt^r 
W p r e covçret í w'lth p P t s of b e a u t i f u l f^pv^erç; o r a p g e n t s e s , 
l o ^ d ç d w i t h f ru i t and b j o s ç o m , ^ d rp^e-byçhps ii^ fvifi 
l)lpp()i( g l a s s c i j pf ç o l o u r c d w í i l o r , ant} ;Í\1Í l ú ^ a o í frwk 
Ç a g e s fu l l o f b i r d s , s i n g i i j g d í í l i g h t f q l l y , , h u p g fr,9i>V t h e 
w a l l , a p d r e a l l y fine p a i n t i n g s filled u p the ir \ t$fyql$, 
g-̂ y c a r p e t coyere .d the floor, a p d i j i frpia(: pf . ^ e ^It^r, 
ír jstçací 0 f t h e u S u a l represçn ta t íp f í qf; the .S^ iv ipy f ç r p c i f i e d , 
a l i t t le infai)f: J e g u s , be^ut i fu l jy c|ope j n . w ^ x y wa^,|ying 
EV^iid^t flowers w i t h l i t t le a n g e l s s u r r p u n d i o g . h im- Add 
to, t h i s , [.he m u s i c o f R o m e o p y d Jwljet, m)d y m (m^y 
in?agin¡2 th^t i t w ^ s m o r e l i k e a . s c p ^ e ip ,ap o p e r a , t h ^ n 
a r^y th i i ig in a c j i u r c l i . B u ^ per ta in ly , a s t h e fays of-j}ie 
s e t t i n g s u n s t r e a m e d in w i t h a . r o s y l i g h t t h r o u g h the 
S t a i n e d w i n d o w s , t h r o w i n g a g l o w o v e r the w h p l e ; ^ i r c j s , 
g r i d flpweí-S). f^uit , p a i n t i n g s a p d a p g e l s , it yyas t | iç 
p r e t t i e s t a n ^ m o s t f a n t a s t i c s c e n e I e v e r b e h e l d , Jijíe 
^ q m e t h i p g e x p r e s s l y g p t u p for the benefit- pf c h i l d r e n , , . : 
' " W e . d i d n o t ' j m e e l be fore e a c h , , a l t a r f o r ^ c ^ r e tJifip 

t ^ r e e m i n y t e ? , o t h e r w i s e w e should^ n e v e r , hav/e, h a d ' t ime 
eyíçn to en te r the i n n u m e r a b l e ç h ^ ^ e s w h i c h .ŷ jç .visitefJ 
i n th6 çourse of the n i g h t . - W e n e x t w.ent to Spnt.a T e r e s a 
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'iá K u e V â , a ' h a n d s o m e c h u r c h , belong-irtg' to á O o n v e n t ô f 
'S t r ic t ' toiftsj w l i i c h w n s n o w b r i l l i u n l l y i n u m i n a t c d ; " " d 
h e r e , a s in all the c h u r c h e s , w c m a d e o u r w a y throug"h 
the o r o w d wi th e x t r e m e d l íT icu l ty . T h e n u m b e r o f l é p e r o s 
^wás'' a s t o n i s h i n g , g r e a t l y e x c e e d i n g " t h a t of w e l l - d r e s s e d 
people . B e f o r e e a c h a l t a r w a s a figure, d r e a d f u l i n t h e 
e x t r e m e / o f the S a v i o u r , a s l a r g e a s l i fc j d r e s s e d in p u r p l e 
Vobe à n d crown1 of t h o r n s , s e a t e d on t h e s t e p s of t h e 
a l t a r , t h e ' b l o o d t r i c k l i n g f r o m h i s w o u n d s ; e a c h p e r s o n , 
before l e a v i n g the c h u r c h , d e v o u t l y k n e e l i n g to k i s s h i s 
h a n d s a n d feet. T h e n u n s , a m o n g s t w h o m i s a s i s t e r of 
Sef ior1 A ~ — , s u n g b e h i n d the g r a t i n g of t h e g a l l e r y 
above , ' b u t w e r e not v i s i b l e . 

•' O n e of the C h u r c h e s w e v i s i t e d , th a t o f S a n t a T e r e s a , 
c a l l e d the A n t i g u a , s t a n d s u p o n t h e s i te f o r m e r l y o c c u p i e d 
by t h è pa làce of the1 f a t h e r o f the u n f o r t u n a t e M o n t e 2 u m a . 
It w a s Here that the S p a n i a r d s w e r e q u a r t e r e d w h e n t h e y 
tõok M o n t e z u m a p r i s o n e r , a n d h e r e C o r t e s f o u n d a n d 
a p p r o p r i a f e d the t r e a s u r e s o f t h a t f a m i l y . I n 1S30 a b u s t 
of s t o n e w a s f o u n d i n t h e y a r d of t h e c o n v e n t , w h i c h t h e 
w o r k m e n w e r e d i g g i n g u p . D o n L u c a s A l a m a n , t h e n 
M i n i s t e r ' o f ! E x t e r i o r R e l a t i o n s , o f fe red a c o m p e n s a t i o n to 
the ; ;núns ' f o r t h e c u r i o u s p i e c e of a n t i q u i t y w h i c h t h e y 
g l a d l y g a v e ' u p to t h e g o v e r n m e n t , on w h o s e a c c o u n t h e 
a c t e d . I t is Síiid lo h e t h e idol g o d d e s s of t h e I n d i a n s , 
CèHteô t l , thè giòddess o í m e d i c i n e a n d m e d i c i n a l h e r b s , 
a l s o k n o w n by t h e n a m e of T e m c t z c a l t e d , o r t h e " G r a n d 
m o t h e r of the B a t h s . " A f u l l a c c o u n t i s g i v e n of h e r in 
onè: 'of the n u m b e r s o f t h e " M o s a i c o M e g i c a n o , " ' a s a l s o 
óf a S q u a r e s t o n e f o u n d i n the ' s a m e p l a c e , b e a u t i f u l l y 
c u r v e d , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h h i c r o g l y p h i c a l c h a r a c t e r s . 
" ' I n the e v e n i n g , t o w a r d s the h o u r w h e n t h e g r e a t p r o 
c e s s i o n w a s ' e x p é c t e d , w c w e n t to the b a l c o n i e s of t h e 
A c a d e m i a , w h i c h c o m m a n d a fine v i e w of t h e s t r e e t s b y 
w h i d h it w a s to p a s s . T i l l i t a r r i v e d w e a m u s e d o u r 
s e l v e s by l o o k i n g o v e r t h e b e a u x r e s t e s of f o r m e r d a y s , 
the co l l ec t ion? of p a i n t i n g a n d s c u l p t u r e , the fine p l a s t e r -
c a s t s th a t st i l l r e m a i n , a n d the g r e a t v o l u m e s of f ine 
e n g r a v i n g s . I t w a s d a r k w h e n t h e p r o c e s s i o n m a d e i t s 
a p p e a r a n c e , w h i c h r e n d e r e d the effect l e s s g a u d y a n d 
m o r e s t r i k i n g . T h e V i r g i n , the S a i n t s , t h e H o l y T r i n i t y , 
the S a v i o u r in d i f ferent p a s s a g e s of h i s l i f e , i m p r i s o n m e n t 
a n d c r u c i f i x i o n , w e r e c a r r i e d p a s t i n ' s u c c e s s i o n , r e p r e -
-sented b y figures m a g n i f i c e n t l y d r e s s e d , p l a c e d on l o f t y 
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s c a f f o l d i n g s of i m m e n s e w e i g h t , s u p p o r t e d by d i f ferent 
b o d i e s of. m e n . O n e is c a r r i e d by the c o a c h m e n , a n o t h e r 
b y .the a g u a d o r e s ( w a t e r - c a r r i e r s ) , a t h i r d b y , the i carga- i -
d o r e s ( p o r t e r s ) , a . H e r c u l e a n r a c e . . .. < • . . . . - * . . , . . 

F i r s t a r r i v e d the f a v o u r i t e p r o t e c t r e s s of a l l c l a s s e s , t h e 
V i r g i n of D o l o r e s , s u r m o u n t e d b y a v e l v e t c a n o p y , s e a t e d 
o n a g l i t t e r i n g ; t h r o n e , a t t i r e d in h e r s a b l e r o b e s , h e r 
b r o w s u r m o u n t e d by g l i t t e r i n g r a y s , a n d . c o n t r a c t e d w i t h 
a n e x p r e s s i o n of a g o n y ; of a l l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s : o f the-
V i r g i n , the o n l y one w h i c h , i s a l w a y s l o v e l y , h o w e v e r 
r u d e l y c a r v e d , w i t h tha t i n v a r i a b l y b e a u t i f u l face of ter 
r ib le a n g u i s h . T h e n fo l lowed , the S a v i o u r b e a r i n g t h e 
c r o s s ; the S a v i o u r c r u c i f i e d , the: V i r g i n s u p p o r t i n g t h e 
h e a d of her d y i n g s o n ; the T r i n i t y (the H o l y S p i r i t r e p r e 
s e n t e d b y a d o v e ) ; a l l the a p o s t l e s , f r o m S t . P e t e r w i t h 
t h e k e y s to J u d a s w i t h the m o n e y - b a g ; a n d a l o n g t r a i n 
of s a i n t s , a l l b r i l l i a n t l y i l l u m i n a t e d a n d . a t t e n d e d b y a n 
a m a z i n g c r o w d of p r i e s t s , m o n k s , a n d l a y m e n . H o w e v e r 
c h i l d i s h a n d s u p e r s t i t i o u s a l l t h i s m a y s e e m , I d o u b t 
w h e t h e r it be n o t a s w e l l t h u s to i m p r e s s c e r t a i n r e l i g i o u s 
t r u t h s o n the m i n d s of a peop le too i g n o r a n t to u n d e r 
s t a n d t h e m by a n y other p r o c e s s . B y the t ime t h e l a s t 
s a i n t a n d a n g e l h a d v a n i s h e d , the h o u r w a s a d v a n c e d , 
a n d w e h a d s t i l l to v i s i t t h e i l l u m i n a t e d churches .1 B e i n g 
r e c o m m e n d e d to d i v e s t o u r s e l v e s of o u r o r n a m e n t s b e f o r e 
w a n d e r i n g for th a m o n g s t the c r o w d , a m a t t e r of s o m e 

m o m e n t to the S e ñ o r a A , w h o w o r e a l l h e r d i a m o n d s , 
w e le f t our e a r r i n g s , b r o o c h e s , e t c . , in c h a r g e of t h e 
p e r s o n w h o k e e p s the A c a d e m i a , a n d r e c o m m e n c e d o u r 
p i l g r i m a g e . 4 " 

I n n u m e r a b l e w e r e the c h u r c h e s w e v i s i t e d tha t e v e n i n g ; 
the C a t h e d r a l , L a E n s e ñ a n z a , J e s u s M a r i a , S a n t a C l a r a , 
S a n t a B r i g i d a , S a n H i p ó l i t o , L a E n c a r n a c i ó n , ; the . five 
c h u r c h e s of S a n F r a n c i s c o , e t c . , .e tc . , a l i s t w i t h o u t , a n 
e n d , k n e e l i n g fo r a shor t s p a c e of t ime be fore e a c h .blazing1 
a l t a r , for the m o r e c h u r c h e s one v i s i t s , the m o r e m e r i t o r i 
o u s i s the d e v o t i o n . T h e c a t h e d r a l w a s the first w e 
e n t e r e d , a n d . i ts m a g n i f i c e n c e s t r u c k , u s w i t h a m a z e m e n t . 
I t s g o l d apd s i l v e r a n d j e w e l s , i ts i n n u m e r a b l e o r n a m e n t s 
a n d h o l y v e s s e l s , t h e r ich d r e s s e s of: the p r i e s t s , , a l l , s e e m e d 
b u r n i n g in a l m o s t in to le rab le b r i g h t n e s s . T h e h i g h a l t a r 
w a s t h e .most m a g n i f i c e n t ; the s e c o n d , w i t h : i t s p u r e wj i i te 
m a r b l e p i l l a r s , t h e m o s t i m p o s i n g . . ,!.. Í 

T h e c r o w d w a s i m m e n s e , b u t w e m a d e o u r w a y s l o w l y 
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through it ;toí the fpot of each altar, where the1 people 
wetfc^devoutly kissing the Saviour's hand or the hem of 
hi$ngarmfenfeji or ; beating their breasts. before the mild 
image of Our Lady of Grief. Each church had vied with 
the other in putting- forth all its splendour of jewellery, 
6fi'lights,-:of' dresses, and of music. 

In (thtí' church of Santa Clara, attached to- the convent 
oí'the same name, small but elegant, with its pillars of 
white marble and gold, one voice of angelic sweetness 
w a s singing'behind the grating alone, and in the midst of 
almost deathlike stillness. It sounded like the notes of 
a i Nightingale in a cage.' I could have listened for hours, 
but opn time was limited, and we set off anew. For
tunately the'evening was delightful, and the moon shining 
btightlyv 'We visited about twenty churches in succes
sion.' In''all the organ was pealing, the bla2e of light 
GverpóWering, the magnificence of jewels and crimson 
velvet artd silver and gold dazzling, the crowd suffocating, 
th& incense blinding, 
- i.Thqi prettiest effect in every church, was caused by the 
orange-trees and rose-bushes, which covered the steps of 
thelaltarsj' up to1 where the magnificence of the altar itself 
blazed dut ; and the most picturesque effect was produced 
bp'the different orders of monks in their gowns and hoods, 
either lying: on their faces or standing ranged with torches 
like figures carved in stone. 
,^Jn the''passage leading to most of the churches was a 
tabled1 at which several ladies of the highest rank sat 
colleeting; alms for the poor. The fair quêteuses had not 
been very successful, and that chiefly amongst the lower 
classes. Th'e fatigue was terrible, walking for so many 
hours-oni that bad pavement with thin satin shoes, so that 

'at'length our feet seemed to move mechanically, and we 
dropped-on'our, knees before each altar like machines 
tpuchbd by a spring, and rose again with no small effort. 
Of all the churches we entered that night, the cathedral 
was Uh« most magnificent, but the most beautiful and 
t&Steful was San Francisco. The crowd there was so 
densej'-that-wte were almost carried off our feet, and were 
bbilged,^in, defiance of nil rule, to tako the arms of our 
ca i ia l l à tçà , • tStill it was worth the trouble oí making our 
vtfá^througb'iti to see such a superbly illuminated altar. 
I t was now eleven o'clock, and the crowd were breaking 
upv-ás the churches are shut before midnight. In one 
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c o r n e r of the m i d d l e a is le , n e a r t h e d o o r , w a s the r e p r e 
s e n t a t i o n of a p r i s o n f rom w h i c h i s s u e d a s t r e a m of so f t 
m u s i c , a n d at t h e w i n d o w w a s a figure.of C h r i s t I n , c h a i n s , 
h i s e y e s b a n d a g e d , a n d a J e w o n e a c h s i d e ; the c h a i n s 
h a n g i n g f r o m h i s h a n d s , a n d c l a n k i n g a s if w i t h the 
m o t i o n of h i s a r m s . T h e r u s h here . w a s i m m e n s e . 
N u m b e r s of peop le w e r e k n e e l i n g before the w i n d o w , o f 
the p r i s o n , a n d k i s s i n g the c h a i n s a n d b e a t i n g ; t h e i r 
b r e a s t s w i t h e v e r y a p p e a r a n c e of c o n t r i t i o n a n d d e v o t i o n . 
T h i s w a s the n i g h t before the C r u c i f i x i o n , a n d the l a s t 
s c e n e of the H o l y T h u r s d a y . 

W e r e a c h e d h o m e h a r d l y able to s t a n d . I never fel t 
m o r e d a z z l e d , b e w i l d e r e d , a n d s l e e p y ; b u t I w a s w a k e n e d 
by finding a p a c k e t o f le t ters frorri h o m e , w h i c h b r o u g h t 
b a c k m y t h o u g h t s , o r ra ther c a r r i e d t h e m a w a y to v e r y 
d i f ferent l a n d s . . ; 

O n G o o d F r i d a y , a day of s o r r o w a n d h u m i l i a t i o n , the 
s c e n e in the m o r n i n g i s v e r y dif ferent. T h e g r e a t s a c r i 
fice i s c o m p l e t e — t h e I m m o r t a l h a s d ied a m o r t a l d e a t h . 
T h e l a d i e s al l i s s u e fo r th i n m o u r n i n g , a n d the c h u r c h e s 
l o o k s a d a n d w a n a f t e r the i r l a s t n i g h t ' s b r i l l i a n c y . T h e 
h e a t w a s i n t e n s e . W e w e n t to S a n F r a n c i s c o , a g a i n to 
the T r i b u n a of the C o u n t e s s de S a n t i a g o , to s e e the 
A d o r a t i o n a n d P r o c e s s i o n of the C r o s s , w h i c h w a s v e r y 
fine. 

B u t the m o s t b e a u t i f u l a n d o r i g i n a l s c e n e w a s p r e s e n t e d 
t o w a r d s s u n s e t in t h e g r e a t s q u a r e , a n d i t is d o u b t f u l 
w h e t h e r a n y o t h e r c i t y in the w o r l d c o u l d p r e s e n t a c o u p -
d'oei l of e q u a l b r i l l i a n c y . H a v i n g been offered the en t rée 
to s o m e a p a r t m e n t s i n the p a l a c e , w e t o o k o u r s e a t s o n 
the b a l c o n i e s , w h i c h c o m m a n d e d a. v i e w of the w h o l e . 
T h e P l a z a i tse l f , e v e n on o r d i n a r y d a y s , i s a nob le s q u a r e , ^ 
a n d b u t for i t s one f a u l t , a r o w of s h o p s c a l l e d the P a r i a n , ' 
w h i c h b r e a k s i ts u n i f o r m i t y , w o u l d be n e a r l y u n r i v a l l e d . 
E v e r y ob jec t i s i n t e r e s t i n g . T h e eye w a n d e r s f r o m the 
c a t h e d r a l to t h e h o u s e of C o r t e s ( the M o n t e P í o ) , a n d 
f r o m thence to a r a n g e of fine b u i l d i n g s w i t h lof ty 
a r c a d e s to t h e w e s t . F r o m o u r e l e v a t e d s i t u a t i o n , w e 
c o u l d s e e a l l the d i f ferent s t r e e t s .that b r a n c h o u t f r o m 
the s q u a r e , c o v e r e d w i t h g a y c r o w d s p o u r i n g i n tha t 
d i r e c t i o n to see. a n o t h e r g r e a t , p r o c e s s i o n , w h i c h w a s 
e x p e c t e d to p a s s i n f ront of the p a l a c e . B o o t h s filled 
w i t h r e f r e s h m e n t s , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h g r e e n b r a n c h e s a n d 
g a r l a n d s of flowers, w e r e to be. s e e n i n a l l . d i r e c t i o n s , 
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s u r r o u n d e d by a c r o w d w h o w e r e q u e n c h i n g their thirst 
w i t h o r g e a t , c h í a , 1 l e m o n a d e , or p u l q u e . T h e whole 
s q u a r e , f r o m the c a t h e d r a l t o the P o r t a l e s , a n d f r o m the 
M o n t e P i o to the p a l a c e , w a s c o v e r e d w i t h t h o u s a n d s and 
t e n s of t h o u s a n d s of f i g u r e s , a l l in t h e i r g a y e s t d r e s s e s , 
a n d a s the s u n p o u r e d h i s r a y s d o w n u p o n the i r gaudy 
c o l o u r s , they l o o k e d l i k e a r m i e s of l i v i n g tu l ips . H e r e 
w a s to be s e e n a g r o u p of l a d i e s , s o m e w i t h b l a c k g o w n s 
a n d m a n t i l l a s ; o t h e r s , n o w t h a t the i r c h u r c h - g o i n g duty 
w a s o v e r , e q u i p p e d i n v e l v e t or s a t i n , w i t h their hair 
d r e s s e d , - — a n d b e a u t i f u l h a i r they h a v e ; s o m e l e a d i n g 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n by the h a n d , d r e s s e d . . . a l a s ! h o w they 
w e r e d r e s s e d 1 L o n g v e l v e t g o w n s t r i m m e d w i t h b londe, 
d i a m o n d e a r r i n g s , h i g h F r e n c h c a p s b e f u r b e l o w e d wi th 
l a c e a n d flowers, o r t u r b a n s w i t h p l u m e s of fea thers . 
N o w a n d then the h e a d of a l i t t le t h i n g that c o u l d hard ly 
w a d d l e a l o n e , m i g h t h a v e b e l o n g e d to a n E n g l i s h d o w a g e r -
d u c h e s s i n h e r o p e r a - b o x . S o m e h a d e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
b o n n e t s , a l s o w i t h flowers a n d f e a t h e r s , a n d a s they 
todd led a l o n g , top h e a v y , o n e w o u l d h a v e t h o u g h t they 
w e r e l i t t le o ld w o m e n , t i l l a g l i m p s e w a s c a u g h t o f their 
l o v e l y l i t t le b r o w n f a c e s a n d b l a c k e y e s . N o w a n d then 
a l i t t le g i r l , s i m p l y d r e s s e d w i t h a s h o r t f r o c k , a n d long 
b l a c k h a i r p l a i t e d d o w n a n d u n c o v e r e d , w o u l d tr ip a l o n g , 
a v e r y m o d e l of g r a c e a m o n g s t the s m a l l c a r i c a t u r e s . 
T h e c h i l d r e n h e r e a r c g e u e i n l l y beau t i fu l , (he i r fc i i tures 
on ly too p e r f e c t a n d r e g u l a r for the f a c e " t o fulfil the 
p r o m i s e of i t s s p r i n g . * ' T h e y h a v e l i t t le c o l o u r , wi th 
s w i m m i n g b l a c k or h a z e l e y e s , a n d l o n g l a s h e s r e s t i n g 
on t h e c l e a r p a l e c h e e k , a n d a per fec t m a s s of fine dark 
h a i r of the s t r a i g h t S p a n i s h o r I n d i a n k i n d p la i f cd down 
boh iml , 

JT A s a c o n t r a s t to the S e f í o r a s , w i th the i r o v e r - d r e s s e d 
b e a u t i e s , w e r e the p o o r I n d i a n w o m e n , t r o t t i n g a c r o s s 
the s q u a r e , t h e i r b l a c k h a i r p l a i t e d w i t h d i r ty r e d r ibbon , 
a p i e c e of w o o l l e n c l o t h w r a p p e d about t h e m , a n d a little 
m a h o g a n y b a b y h a n g i n g b e h i n d , its face u p t u r n e d to the 
s k y , a n d i t s h e a d g o i n g j e r k i n g a l o n g , s o m e h o w wi thout 
i ts n e c k b e i n g d i s l o c a t e d . T h e m o s t r e s i g n e d e x p r e s s i o n 
on e a r t h i s tha t of a n I n d i a n b a b y . A l l the g r o u p s we 
h a d seen p r o m e n a d i n g the s t r e e t s the d a y before w e r e 
h e r e c o l l e c t e d by h u n d r e d s ; t h e w o m e n of the s h o p k e e p e r 
c l a s s , or it m a y be l o w e r , in t h e i r s m a r t , w h i t e e m b r o i d e r e d 

1 A drink made of the seed of the plant of that name. 
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g-owns, w i t h the i r w h i t e s a t i n s h o e s , a n d n e a t feet a n d 
a n k l e s , a n d r e b o s o s or b r i g h t s h a w l s t h r o w n o v e r the i r 
h e a d s ; the p e a s a n t s a n d c o u n t r y w o m e n , w i t h their s h o r t 
pe t t i coa ts of t w o c o l o u r s , g e n e r a l l y s c a r l e t a n d y e l l o w 
(for they a re m o s t a n t i - q u a k e r i s h in the i r a t t i r e ) , th in 
s a t i n s h o e s a n d l a c e - t r i m m e d c h e m i s e s , o r b r o n z e - c o l o u r e d 
d a m s e l s , a l l c r o w n e d wi th f l o w e r s , s t r o l l i n g a l o n g w i t h 
their a d m i r e r s , a n d t i n g l i n g the i r l i g h t g u i t a r s . A n d 
a b o v e a l l , here a n d there a flashing P o b l a n a , w i t h a d r e s s 
of r e a l v a l u e a n d m u c h t a s t e , a n d o f T C r r % i t h a f a c e a n d 
figure of e x t r a o r d i n a r y b e a u t y , e s p e c i a l l y the figure; l a r g e 
a n d ye t é lancée , w i t h a bo ld c o q u e t t i s h e y e , a n d a b e a u 
t i ful l i t t le b r ò w n foot , s h o w n off by the w h i t e s a t i n s h o e ; 
the pe t t i coa t of h e r d r e s s f requent ly f r i n g e d a n d e m 
bro idered in r e a l m a s s i v e g o l d , a n d a r e b o s o e i ther s h o t 
w i th g o l d , o r a b r i g h t - c o l o u r e d C h i n a c r a p e s h a w l , c o q u e t -
t i s h l y t h r o w n o v e r her h e a d . W e s a w s e v e r a l w h o s e 
d r e s s e s c o u l d not h a v e cost l e s s t h a n five h u n d r e d d o l l a r s . 

A d d to th is m o t l e y c r o w d , m e n d r e s s e d à l a M e x i c a i n e , 
w i t h the i r l a r g e o r n a m e n t e d h a t s a n d s c r a p e s , o r e m 
bro idered j a c k e t s , s a u n t e r i n g a l o n g , s m o k i n g the i r c i g a r s , 
léperos i n r a g s , I n d i a n s in b l a n k e t s , off icers in u n i f o r m , 
p r ies ts in the i r s h o v e l h a t s , m o n k s of e v e r y o r d e r ; F r e n c h 
men , e x e r c i s i n g the i r w i t u p o n the p a s s e r s - b y ; E n g l i s h m e n 
l o o k i n g co ld a n d p h i l o s o p h i c a l ; G e r m a n s g a z i n g . t h r o u g h 
the i r s p e c U i c l c s , m i l d a n d m y s t i c n l ; S p a n i a r d s s e e m i n g 
pret ty m u c h at h o m e , a n d a b s t a i n i n g f r o m r e m a r k s ; a n d 
it m a y be c o n c e i v e d that the s c e n e a t l e a s t p r e s e n t e d 
v a r i e t y . S o m e t i m e s the t i n k l i n g of the bel l a n n o u n c e d 
the a p p r o a c h of N u e s t r o A m o . I n s t a n t l y the w h o l e c r o w d 
are on their k n e e s , c r o s s i n g t h e m s e l v e s devout ly . T w o 
m e n w h o w e r e l i g h l i n g b e l o w the w i n d o w s u d d e n l y 
d ropped d o w n s i d e by s i d e . D i s p u t e s w e r e h u s h e d , 
flirtations a r r e s t e d , a n d to the b u s y h u m of v o i c e s s u c 
ceeded a p r o f o u n d s i l ence . O n l y the r o l l i n g of the c o a c h -
w h e e l s a n d the s o u n d of the l i t t le bell w e r e h e a r d . , 

N o s o o n e r h a d it p a s s e d t h a n the t a l k e r s a n d the c r i e r s 
r e c o m m e n c e d w i t h f r e s h v i g o u r . T h e v e n d e r s of hot 
c h e s t n u t s a n d c o o l i n g b e v e r a g e s pl ied the i r t rade m o r e 
b r i s k l y t h a n e v e r . A m i l i t a r y b a n d s t r u c k up a n a i r f r o m 

^ e m i r a m i s : a n d the no ise of Çhe i n n u m e r a b l e m a t r a c a s 
( ra t t les ) , s o m e of w o o d a n d s o m e of s i l v e r , w i t h w h i c h 
every one is a r m e d d u r i n g the l a s t d a y s of the holy w e e k , 
b r o k e for th a g a i n , a s i f , b y m a g i c , w h i l e a g a i n c o m m e n c e d -
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t h e s a l e of the J u d a s e s , fireworks i n the f o r m of tha t a r c h -
t r a i t o r , w h i c h a r e so ld on t h e e v e n i n g of G o o d F r i d a y , and 
le t off o n S a t u r d a y morning: . H u n d r e d s of these hideous 
figures w e r e he ld a b o v e the c r o w d , by m e n w h o car r ied 
t h e m t ied t o g e t h e r on long: p o l e s . A n ugfly m i s s h a p e n 
m o n s t e r they r e p r e s e n t the b e t r a y e r to h a v e been. W h e n 
h e s o l d h i s m a s t e r fo r th i r ty p i e c e s of s i l v e r , d id he dream 
th a t i n the l a p s e of a g e s h i s eff igies s h o u l d be held up to 
the e x e c r a t i o n of a M e x i c a n m o b , of a n u n k n o w n people 
in u n d i s c o v e r e d c o u n t r i e s b e y o n d the s e a s ? - — A secret 
b a r g a i n , p e r h a p s m a d e w h i s p e r i n g l y in a d a r k e n e d 
c h a m b e r w i t h t h e f ierce J e w i s h r u l e r s ; but n o w shouted 
for th i n the e a r s of the d e s c e n d a n t s of M o n t e z u m a and 
C o r t e s I 

> B u t the s o u n d of a d i s t a n t h y m n r o s e o n the a i r , and 
s h o r t l y a f ter t h e r e a p p e a r e d , advanc ing- t o w a r d s the 
s q u a r e , a l o n g a n d p o m p o u s re t inue of m i t r e d p r ies ts , 
w i t h b a n n e r s a n d c r u c i f i x e s a n d g o r g e o u s i m a g e r y , con
d u c t i n g a p r o c e s s i o n in w h i c h figures r e p r e s e n t i n g scenes 
c o n c e r n i n g the d e a t h of o u r S a v i o u r , w e r e c a r r i e d by on 
p la t forms,1 a s they w e r e the p r e c e d i n g e v e n i n g . T h e r e 
w a s t h e V i r g i n in m o u r n i n g at the foot of the c r o s s — t h e 
V i r g i n ^ i n g l o r y — a n d m o r e s a i n t s a n d m o r e a n g e l s — S t . 
M i c h a e l and t h e d r a g o n , e t c . , e t c . , a g l i t t e r i n g a n d in
n u m e r a b l e t r a i n . N o t a s o u n d w a s h e a r d a s the figures 
were c a r r i e d a l o w l v o n w a r d s in the i r s p l e n d i d robes, 
l i g h t e d b y t h o u s a n d s of t a p e r s , w h i c h m i n g l e d the i r un
n a t u r a l g l a r e w i t h the f a d i n g l i g h t of d a y . 

A s t h e M i s e r e r e w a s to be p e r f o r m e d in the c a t h e d r a l 
l a t e i n the e v e n i n g , w e w e n t there , t h o u g h wi th sma l l 
h o p e s of m a k i n g o u r w a y t h r o u g h the t r e m e n d o u s c r o w d . 
H a v i n g a t l e n g t h been a d m i U e d th rough a p r i v a t e en
t r a n c e , p e r f a v o u r , w e m a d e o u r w a y in to t h e body of the 
c h u r c h ; but the c r o w d w a s so in to le rab le , t h a t w e thought 
o f a b a n d o n i n g o u r p o s i t i o n , w h e n w e w e r e s e e n and 
r e c o g n i s e d by s o m e of the p r i e s t s , a n d c o n d u c t e d to a 
ra i led-of f e n c l o s u r e n e a r the s h r i n e of the V i r g i n , wi th 
t h e l u x u r y of a T u r k e y c a r p e t . H e r e , s e p a r a t e d f rom 
the c r o w d , w e s a t d o w n in p e a c e on the g r o u n d . T h e 

fe n t l e m e n w e r e a c c o m m o d a t e d w i t h h i g h - b a c k e d c h a i r s , 
esidft aome e c c l e s i a s t i c s ; for m e n m a y s i t on c h a i r s or 

Í
b e n c h e s in c h u r c h , b u t w o m e n m u s t knee l o r si t o h the 
g r o u n d . - W h y ? ' " Q u i e n s a b e ? " ( W h o k n o w s ? ) i s all 
t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n I h a v e e v e r ob ta ined o n tha t point . ; 
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T h e m u s i c b e g a n w i t h a c r a s h th a t w a k e n e d me o u t of 

an a g r e e a b l e s l u m b e r into w h i c h I h a d g r a d u a l l y f a l l e n ; 
and s u c h d i s c o r d a n c e qf i n s t r u m e n t s a n d v o i c e s , - s u c h c o n 
fus ion w o r s e c o n f o u n d e d , s u c h i n h a r m o n i o u s h a r m o n y , 
never before d e a f e n e d m o r t a l e a r s . T h e v e r y s p h e r e s 
s e e m e d out of tune , a n d r o l l i n g a n d c r a s h i n g over e a c h 
other. I c o u l d h a v e c r i e d M i s e r e r e ! w i t h the l o u d e s t ; 
and i n the m i d s t of a l l the u n d r i l l e d b a n d w a s a m u s i c -
m a s t e r , w i t h v i o l i n - s t i c k up l i f ted , r u s h i n g d e s p e r a t e l y 
from one to the o ther , i n v a i n e n d e a v o u r i n g to keep t ime , 
and f r i g h L c n o d a t the c l a m o u r lie h i m s e l f ]iad been i n s t r u 
menta l in r a i s i n g , l i k e P h a e t o n in t rus tèd w i t h h i s - u n 
m a n a g e a b l e c o u r s e r s . T h e n o i s e w a s s o g r e a t a s to be 
real ly a l a r m i n g ; a n d the h e a t w a s s e v e r e in p r o p o r t i o n . 
T h e c a l m face of the V i r g i n s e e m e d to look r e p r o a c h f u l l y 
d o w n . W e w e r e t h a n k f u l w h e n , a t the c o n c l u s i o n of th is 
s t o r m y a p p e a l for m e r c y , w e w e r e able to m a k e o u r w a y 
into the f resh a i r a n d soft m o o n l i g h t , t h r o u g h the c o n 
fus ion a n d s q u e e z i n g a t the d o o r s , w h e r e it w a s r u m o u r e d 
that a so ld ie r h a d k i l l ed a b a b y w i t h h is b a y o n e t . A b a d 
p lace for poor l itt le b a b i e s — d e c i d e d l y . 
• O u t s i d e , in t h e s q u a r e , it w a s cool a n d a g r e e a b l e . A 
mi l i ta ry b a n d w a s p l a y i n g a i r s f rom N o r m a , a n d the 
w o m a n k i n d w e r e s i t t i n g o n the s tones of the r a i l i n g , o r 
w a n d e r i n g about a n d f i n i s h i n g the i r d a y ' s w o r k by a qu ie t 
flirtation a n c l a i r dc l a lune . : 

I t w a s n o w e l e v e n o ' c l o c k , a n d the pu lquer ías w e r e 
t h r o w n o p e n for the re f reshment : of the fa i th fu l , ' a n d 
t h o u g h h i t h e r t o m u c h order h a d p r e v a i l e d , i t w a s not 
l ike ly to e n d u r e m u c h l o n g e r ; n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g w h i c h , 
we h a d the i m p r u d e n c e to w a l k u n a t t e n d e d to o u r o w n 
h o u s e , a t S a n F e r n a n d o . I n the cen t re of the c i ty there 
seemed no d a n g e r . P e o p l e w e r e st i l l w a l k i n g , a n d a f e w 
sti l l d r i n k i n g a t the l i g h t e d b o o t h s ; but w h e n a r r i v e d a t 
the l o w e r p a r t of the A l a m e d a , a l l w a s s t i l l , a n d a s w e 
w a l k e d o u t s i d e , u n d e r , the l o n g s h a d o w s of the t r e e s , I 
e x p e c t e d e v e r y m o m e n t to be a t t a c k e d , a n d w i s h e d w e 
w e r e a n y w h e r e , e v e n o n the s i l v e r y top of P o p o c a t e p e t l ! 
W e p a s s e d s e v e r a l c r o w d e d p u l q u e r í a s , w h e r e s o m e w e r e 
d r i n k i n g a n d ^ o t h e r s d r u n k . A r r i v e d a t the a r c h e s , 'we 
s a w f r o m t ime 'to t i m ç u s u s p i c i o u s b l a n k e t e d figure ha l f 
hid by the s h a d o w of the w a l l . A f e w d o o r s f r o m o u r 

- o w n domic i l e w a s a p u l q u e - s h o p filled "With léperos, of 
w h o m . s o m e ; w e r e s t a n d i n g a t the door , s h r o u d e d in: the i r 
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b l a n k e t s . I t s e e m e d to m e w e s h o u l d n e v e r p a s s them, 
b u t . w e w a l k e d f a s t , a n d r e a c h e d o u r d o o r in safety . 
H e r e ^ve t h u n d e r e d i n v a i n . T h e p o r t e r w a s a s l e e p , and 
f o r n e a r l y ten m i n u t e s w e h e a r d v o i c e s w i t h i n , m a l e and 
fo imda , inet'fpcltmUy (MHIO.IVIMUÍHK In p r r u m n l r (lie l icuvy-
h e a d e d C e r b e r u s to r e l i n q u i s h h i s k e y s . U w o u l d have 
b e e n a c h o i c e m o m e n t f o r our f r i e n d s , h a d any of them 
w i s h e d to a c c o s t us ; b u t e i t h e r they h a d not o b s e r v e d u s , 
o r p e r h a p s they , thoug-ht t h a t C n w a l k i n g - so la te m u s t 
h a v e b e e n a r m e d ; o r p e r h a p s , m o r e c h a r i t a b l e c o n s t r u c 
t i o n , t h e y h a d prof i ted by the s o l e m n i t i e s o f the d a y . 

W e g o t in a t l a s t , a n d I felt t h a n k f u l e n o u g h for shel ter 
a n d s a f e t y , a n d a s w e a n e d of the d a y ' s p e r f o r m a n c e s a s 
y o u m a y be i n read ing- a d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e m . 

/ N e l x t morn ing- , S á b a d o d e G l o r i a , I c o u l d not p e r s u a d e 
m y s e l f to g o a s f a r a s t h e P l a z a , to s e e the I s c a r i o t s 
e x p l o d e . A t a- d i s t a n c e w e l i s tened to t h e h i s s i n g and 
c r a c k l i n g of the fireworks, the r i n g i n g of a l l the b e l l s , a n d 
the t h u n d e r i n g : o f a r t i l l e r y ; a n d k n e w by the h u m of busy 
v o i c e s , a n d the rol l ing- of c a r n a g e s , t h a t t h e H o l y W e e k 
w a s n u m b e r e d w i t h the p a s t . . . . 

W e h e a r tha t it i s i n c o n t e m p l a t i o n a m o n g s t the E n g l i s h 
here, h e a d e d by t h e i r M i n i s t e r , to g i v e a bal l in the 
M i n e r í a , to c e l e b r a t e t h e M a r r i a g e of Q u e e n V i c t o r i a , 
w h i c h w i l l be turn ing- t h e s e s p l e n d i d h a l l s to s o m e a c c o u n t . 

I h a v e s o m e i n t e n t i o n of g i v i n g a s e r i e s of week ly 
so i rées , but a m a s s u r e d t h a t they w i l l n o t s u c c e e d , b e c a u s e 
h i t h e r t o , s u c h p a r t i e s h a v e fa i l ed . A s a r e a s o n , i s g i v e n 
the e x t r a v a g a n t n o t i o n s o f the lad ies i n p o i n t of d r e s s , 
a n d it i s s a i d t h a t n o t h i n g b u t a ba l l w h e r e they c a n w e a r 
j e w e l s , a n d a toi let t h e r e w i t h c o n s i s t e n t , w i l l p l e a s e t h e m ; 
tha t a lady of h i g h r a n k w h o h a d been i n M a d r i d , h a v i n g 
p r o p o s e d s i m p l e t e r t u l i a s a n d w h i t e m u s l i n d r e s s e s , half 
t h e m e n in M e x i c o w e r e r u i n e d tha t , . y e a r by t h e em
b r o i d e r e d F r e n c h a n d I n d i a m u s l i n s b o u g h t by the i r w i v e s 
d u r i n g th is r e i g n of s i m p l i c i t y ; the i d e a of a p la in whi te 

t m u s l i n , a d r e s s w o r n by a n y lépera , n e v e r h a v i n g s t r u c k 
H h e i u us p o s s i b l e . N e v e r t h e l e s s we c a n b u t n i n k c the 
a t t e m p t 

. M f e p r o p o s e g o i n g n e x t w e e k to T u l a n s i n g o , w h e r e our 
f r i e n d s the: h a v e a c o u n t r y place¿ f r o m : t h e n c e we 
p r o c e e d to v i s i t the m i n e s of R e a l del M o n t e . •: Í>.¡F 
.. 2 3 r d . — O n M o n d a y w e g a v e a T e r t u l i a , w h i c h , no tw i th 

s t a n d i n g al l p r e d i c t i o n s , w e n t off r e m a r k a b l y w e l l , and 
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c o n s i s t e d of n e a r l y a l l the p l e a s a n t e s t peop le in M e x i c o . 
W e h a d m u s i c , d a n c i n g , a n d c a r d s , a n d a t th ree i n the 
m o r n i n g the G e r m a n cot i l lon w a s st i l l in fu l l v i g o u r . 
E v e r y one w a s d i s p o s e d to be a m u s e d , a n d , m o r e o v e r , l 
lho youni-r Indies w r r r , d r c s s n d v e r y s i m p l y ; inoKt of t h e m „ 
in p la in w h i l e m u s l i n s . T h e r e w a s but a s m a l l s p r i n l i l i n g 
of d i a m o n d s , a n d t h a t chief ly a m o n g the e lder ly par t of the 
c o m m u n i t y . S t i l l it i s s a i d th a t the nove l ty a lone i n d u c e d 
them to c o m e , a n d t h a t w e e k l y soirées w i l l not s u c c e e d . • 
W e s h a l l t ry . B e s i d e s w h i c h , the L a d y of the • 
M i n i s t e r p r o p o s e s b e i n g A t h o m e on W e d n e s d a y e v e n 
i n g s ; t h e L a d y of the M i n i s t e r t a k e s a n o t h e r 
e v e n i n g ; I, a t h i r d , a n d w e s h a l l s e e w h a t c a n be ef fected. 

L E T T E R T H E F I F T E E N T H 

Letter f rom the Archbishop—Visi t to the " Encamación "—Recept ion 
•—Description—The Novices—Convent-supper—Picturesque Scene 
—Sonata on the Organ—At tempt at Robbery—Alarms of the 
Household — V is i t to San Agust in — Anonymous L e t t e r — T h e 
V i r g i n da los Remedios—Visit to the Chapel—The Padre—The 
Image—Anecdote of the large Pear l—A Mine. 

24th. 
THE A r c h b i s h o p h a s not o n l y g r a n t e d m e p e r m i s s i o n to 
v is i t the c o n v e n t s , b u t p e r m i t s m e to t a k e t w o l a d i e s 
a l o n g w i t h m e , of w h i c h I h a v e been i n f o r m e d b y the 
M i n i s t e r , S e ñ o r C o, in a v e r y a m i a b l e no te , j u s t 
r e c e i v e d , e n c l o s i n g o n e f r o m S e ñ o r P o s a d a , w h i c h I t r a n s 
late for y o u r ed i f i ca t ion . 

T o H i s Exceilency, Señor Don J , de D . C o. 

Apr i l 24Í/Í, 1842. 
M y d e a r F r i e n d a n d C o m p a n i o n : " 

T h e A b b e s s a n d N u n s of the C o n v e n t of t h e E n c a r n a 
ción a re n o w p r e p a r e d to r e c e i v e the v i s i t of o u r t h r e e 
p i l g r i m s , n e x t S u n d a y , a t h a l f - p a s t f o u r in t h e a f t e r n o o n , 
and s h o u l d tha t d a y n o t s u i t t h e m , let t h e m m e n t i o n w h a t 
day w i l l be c o n v e n i e n t . 

A f t e r w a r d s w e s h a l l a r r a n g e t h e i r v i s i t to tfae C o n c e p 
c ión, E n s e ñ a n z a A n t i g u a , a n d J e s u s Maria,1 w h i c h a r e the 
best , a n d I s h a l l let y o u k n o w , a n d w e s h a l l a g r e e u p o n 
the d a y s a n d h o u r s m o s t s u i t a b l e . I r e m a i n y o u r af fec
t ionate f r i e n d a n d C a p e l l á n , 

MANUEL POSADA. 
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r , 2 7 t h . — - A c c o r d i n g l y , on S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n , w e d r o v e to 

the E n c a r n a c i ó n , t h e m o s t s p l e n d i d a n d richest c o n v e n t 
i n M e x i c o , , e x c e p t i n g ' p e r h a p s l a C o n c e p c i ó n . I f i t were 

1 i q any o t h e r c o u n t r y , I m i g h t m e n t i o n t h e s u r p a s s i n g 
J" b e a u t y o f the e v e n i n g , b u t a s e x c e p t i n the r a i n y s e a s o n , 

w h i c h l ios not yet b e j p i n , the r v i ' i u u g . s ¡uc n l u í i y n hciui -
t l f u l , t l iü w e t i l h c r leaven n u rt>oin i o r d e s c r i p t i o n . T h e 
s k y a l w a y s b l u e , the a i r a l w a y s so f t , the flowers a l w a y s 
b l o s s o m i n g , the b i r d s a l w a y s s i n g i n g ; T h o m s o n . never 
c o u l d h a v e w r i t t e n h i s " S e a s o n s " h e r e . W e d e s c e n d e d 
a t the c o n v e n t g a t e , w e r e a d m i t t e d by the p o r t r e s s , and 
r e c e i v e d by s e v e r a l n u n s , t h e i r f a c e s c l o s e l y c o v e r e d w i th 

d o u b l e c r a p e v e i l . W e w e r e then l e d i n t o a s p a c i o u s 
h a l l , h u n g w i t h h a n d s o m e l u s t r e s , a n d a d o r n e d w i th 
v a r i o u s V i r g i n s a n d Saíní .s m a g m f i e e u l l y d r e s s e d ; a n d 
here the e ldes t , , a v e r y d i g n i f i e d o ld l a d y , l i f ted h e r ve i l , 
the o t h e r s f o l l o w i n g her e x a m p l e , a n d i n t r o d u c e d herse l f 
as the Madre , V i c a r i a ; b r i n g i n g us m a n y e x c u s e s f rom 
t h e o l d a b b e s s , w h o h a v i n g a n i n f l a m m a t i o n i n h e r e y e s , 
w a s c o n f i n e d to h e r c e l l . S h e a n d a n o t h e r r e v e r e n d 
m o t h e r , and n g r o u p of e l d e r l y da 'mes , t a l l , t h i n , a n d 
s t a t e l y , then p r o c e e d e d to i n f o r m u s , t h a t the a r c h b i s h o p 
h a d , i n p e r s o n , g i v e n o r d e r s for o u r r e c e p t i o n , a n d that 
tfyey w e r e p r e p a r e d to s h o w u s the w h o l e e s t a b l i s h m e n t . 
; ,Thp d r e s s i s a l o n g robe of v e r y fine w h i t e c a s i m e r e , a 

- th ic lc .b lack c r a p e v e i l , a n d l o n g r o s a r y . T h e d r e s s of. the 
n o v i c e s i s the s a m e , on ly t h a t t h e ve i l i s w h i t e . F o r the 
first h a l f - h o u r o r s o , I f a n c i e d , t h a t a l o n g w i t h the i r pol i te 
n e s s , w a s m i n g l e d a g o o d d e a l of r e s t r a i n t , c a u s e d p e r h a p s 
by the p r e s e n c e of a f o r e i g n e r , a n d e s p e c i a l l y of a n E n g 
l i s h w o m a n . M y c o m p a n i o n s t h e y k n e w w e l l ; the S e ñ o r i t a 
h a v j n g e v e n p a s s e d s o m e m o n t h s t h e r e . H o w e v e r this 
m a y h a v e b e e n , t h e f e e l i n g spemetf g r a d u a l l y tp w e a r 
ayfay . , J C y i d n e s s o r c u r i o s i t y t r i u m p h e d ;, t h e i r q u e s t i o n s 
j í p a m e u n c e a s i n g ; a n d b e f o r e the v i s i t /was c o n c l u d e d , , Í 
\ f a s a d d r e s s e d , ; a s " m i v i d a " ( m y life),- b y . the .whple 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t . W h e r e w a s I b o r n ? W h e r e , h a d . I . jivçiçi? 
W h á t c o n v e n t s h a d I s e e n ? W h i c h d i d I p r e f e r ; f h e epeh 
v e n t ^ , i.n , . J j r a n q e , . or.; t h o s e in A f c x i p o ? . W h i c h .1 w e r e 
l a r g e s t ? , W h i c h , h a d the b e s t ' g í i rc jçf l? e tc . , , . e t c . , JTor-
t u o a t a l y , I oouUI , ,wi( í i i n i t h , ^-ivo lti« p i - r ln iom-v , io lUttlr 
dprjyenj;, (is to, fspaqiousness a n d mí ig i i i t fçpnçs , . over i aoy 
I e v e r s a w . ' .. , ., 

T h e M e x i c a n s t y l e o f b u i l d i n g i s p e c u l i a r l y a d v a n t a g e o u s 
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for r e c l u s e s ; t h e g r e a t g a l l e r i e s a n d c o u r t s af for 'd ing t h e m 
a c o n s t a n t s u p p l y o f f r e s h a i r , w h i l e t h e f o u n t a i n s s o u n d 
so c h e e r f u l l y , a n d t h e g a r d e n in t h i s c l i m a t e of p e r p e t u a l 
s p r i n g a f fords t h e m s u c h a c o n s t a n t s o u r c e of e n j o y m e n t 
a l l the y e a r r o u n d , that o n e p i t i es t h e i r s e c l u d e d s t a t e 
mm ; i i less IKTO U M » in nny o t h e r c o u n L r y . 

T h i s c o n ven t i s j n fac t u p a l a c e . T h e g u r d e n , In to 
w h i c h t h e y led u s f i rs t , i s k e p t in g o o d o r d e r , w i t h i t s 
s t o n e w a l k s , s t o n e b e n c h e s , a n d a n e v e r - p l a y i n g a n d , 
s p a r k l i n g f o u n t a i n . T h e t r e e s w e r e b e n d i n g w i t h f r u i t , 
a n d t h e y p u l l e d q u a n t i t i e s of the m o s t beau t i fu l f l o w e r s 
for u s ; s w e e t - p e a s a n d r o s e s , w i t h w h i c h a l l g a r d e n s h e r e 
a b o u n d , c a r n a t i o n s , j a s m i n e , a n d h e l i o t r o p e . I t w a s a 
p re t ty p i c t u r e to s e e t h e m w a n d e r i n g a b o u t , o r s t a n d i n g 
in g r o u n s in t h i s h i g h - w a l l c d g a r d e n , w h i l e the s u n w a s 
sett ing- b e h i n d the h i l l s , a n d the n o i s e of the c i t y w a s c o m 
ple te ly e x c l u d e d , e v e r y t h i n g b r e a l h i n g r e p o s e a n d c o n t e n t 
m e n t . M o s t of the h a l l s in the c o n v e n t a r e nob le r o o m s . 
W e v i s i t e d t h e w h o l e , f r o m t h e r e f e c t o r y to the b o t i c a , 
a n d a d m i r e d the e x t r e m e c l e a n n e s s of e v e r y t h i n g , e s p e 
c i a l l y of the i m m e n s e k i t c h e n , w h i c h s e e m s h a l l o w e d f r o m 
the a p p r o a c h e v e n o f a p a r t i c l e o f d u s t ; t h i s c i r c u m s t a n c e 
is p a r t l y a c c o u n t e d for by the f a c t t h a t e a c h n u n h a s a 
s e r v a n t , a n d s o m e h a v e t w o ; f o r (h is i s n o t one o f t h e 
s t r i c t e s t o r d e r s . T h e c o n v e n t i s r i c h ; e a c h n o v i c e a t h e r 
e n t r a n c e p a y s five t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s i n t o the . c o m p i o n 
s t o c k . T h e r e a r e a b o u t t h i r t y n u n s a n d ten n o v i c e s . ... 

T h e p r e v a i l i n g s i n in a c o n v e n t g e n e r a l l y s e e m s to ^be 
p r i d e ; . . . 

' ' T h e pride that apes humi l i ty ;" 

a n d it i s p e r h a p s n e a r l y i n s e p a r a b l e f r o m t h e c o n v e n t u a l 
s t a t e . S e t a p a r t f r o m the r e s t of the w o r l d , t h e y , f r o m 
the i r l i t t le w o r l d ; , a r e too a p t to l o o k d o w n w i t h c o n t e m p t 
w h i c h m a y be m i n g l e d w i t h e n v y , o r ' m o d i f i e d by p i t y , . b u t 
m u s t be u n s u i t e d to a t r u e C h r i s t i a n s p i r i t . h>'. <-{ 

T h e n o v i c e s w e r e p r e s e n t e d to u s — p o o r l i t t le ; e n t r a p p e d - i 
t h i n g s ! w h o r e a l l y b e l i e v e t h e y w i l l be le t o u t a t the: e n d ' J 
of t h e y e a r i f t h e y s h o u l d g r o w t i r e d , a s i f t h e y w o u l d e v e r "7 
be p e r m i t t e d : to g r o w t i r e d ! : T h e t w o e l d e s t , a n d •most?-
r e v e r e n d l a d i e s a r e s i s t e r s , t h i n , t a l l , ' a n d state ly^ w i th - 'h igh ' 
n o s o s , tiiul ircnminM of bcHt i ly . T l i u y h n v o bfcftn i i i th<5 
c o n v e n t s ince ' t h e y w e r e e i g h t y e a r s o l d ( w h i c h - ' i s r e m a r k 
a b l e , a s s i s t e r s a r e r a r e l y a l l o w e d t o ' p r o f e s s i n the s a m e ' 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t ) , a n d c o n s i d e r L a E n c a r n a c i ó n - a s a s m a l l 
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p i e c e of h e a v e n u p o n e a r t h . T h e r e w e r e s o m e h a n d s o m e 
f a c e s a m o n g s t t h e m , a n d o n e w h o s e e x p r e s s i o n a n d eyes 
w e r e s i n g u l a r l y l o v e l y , b u t t r u t h to s a y , t h e s e w e r e ra ther 
e x c e p t i o n s to the g e n e r a l ru le . 

H a v i n g v i s i t e d the w h o l e b u i l d i n g , a n d a d m i r e d one 
v i r g i n ' s b lue s a t i n a n d p e a r l s , a n d a n o t h e r ' s b l a c k ve lve t 
a n d d i a m o n d s , s l e e p i n g h o l y i n f a n t s , s a i n t s , p a i n t i n g s , 
s h r i n e s , a n d c o n f e s s i o n a l s , — h a v i n g e v e n c l i m b e d u p the 
A z o t e a , w h i c h c o m m a n d s a m a g n i f i c e n t v i e w , w e c a m e a t 
l e n g t h to a l a r g e h a l l , d e c o r a t e d w i t h p a i n t i n g s a n d fur
n i s h e d w i t h a n t i q u e h i g h - b a c k e d a r m - c h a i r s , w h e r e a ve ry 
e l e g a n t s u p p e r , l i g h t e d u p a n d o r n a m e n t e d , g r e e t e d our 
a s t o n i s h e d e y e s ; c a k e s , c h o c o l a t e , i c e s , c r e a m s , c u s t a r d s , 
t a r t s , j e l l i e s , b l a n c m a n g e r s , o r a n g e a n d l e m o n a d e , a n d 
o t h e r p r o f a n e d a i n t i e s , o r n a m e n t e d w i t h g i l t p a p e r cu t 
i n t o l i t t le flags, e t c . I w a s p l a c e d in a c h a i r t h a t m i g h t 
h a v e s e r v e d f o r a p o p e u n d e r a ho ly f a m i l y ; the S e ñ o r a 

a n d the S e ñ o r i t a — — o n e i t h e r s i d e . T h e e lde r n u n s 
i n s t a t e l y a r r a y , o c c u p i e d t h e o t h e r a r m - c h a i r s , a n d l o o k e d 
l i k e s t a t u e s c a r v e d i n s t o n e . A younpf g i r l , a s o r t of 
p e n s i o n n a i r e , b r o u g h t in a lit tie h a r p w i t h o u t p w l a l a , and 
w h i l e w e d i s c u s s e d c a k e s a n d i c e s , s u n g d i f ferent b a l l a d s 
w i t h a jgood d e a l o f t a s t e . T h e e lder n u n s he lped u s to 
e v e r y t h i n g , b u t t a s t e d n o t h i n g t h e m s e l v e s . T h e . y o u n g e r 
n u n s a n d the n o v i c e s w e r e g r o u p e d u p o n a m a t à la 
T u r q u e , a n d a m o r e p i c t u r e s q u e s c e n e a l t o g e t h e r o n e c o u l d 
s c a r c e l y see . 

- T h e y o u n g n o v i c e s i n the i r w h i t e r o b e s , . w h i t e v e i l s , a n d 
b l a c k e y e s , t h e s e v e r e a n d d ign i f i ed m a d r e s w i t h the i r 
l o n g d r e s s e s a n d m o u r n f u l - l o o k i n g b l a c k v e i l s a n d 
r o s a r i e s , the v e i l e d figures o c c a s i o n a l l y f l i t t ing * a l o n g the 
c o r r i d o r ; — o u r s e l v e s i n c o n t r a s t , w i t h o u r w o r l d l y d r e s s e s 
a n d c o l o u r e d r i b b o n s ; a n d t h e g r e a t h a l l l i g h t e d b y one 
i m m e n s e l a m p t h a t h u n g f r o m t h e c e i l i n g — I felt t r a n s 
p o r t e d t h r e e c e n t u r i e s b a c k , a n d h a l f a f r a i d t h a t the 
w h o l e w o u l d flit a w a y , a n d p r o v e a m e r e v i s i o n , a w a k i n g 
d r e a m . 

A g o s s i p i n g o l d n u n , w h o h o s p i t a b l y filled m y p l a t e w i t h 
e v e r y t h i n g , g a v e m e the e n c l o s e d f l a g c u t in g i l t p a p e r , 
w h i c h , t o g e t h e r w i t h h e r c u s t a r d s a n d j e l l i e s , l o o k e d less 
u n r e a l . T h e y a s k e d m a n y q u e s t i o n s in r e g a r d to S p a n i s h 
a / f a i r s , a n d w e r e n o t to be c o n s o l e d for t h e d e f e a t o f D o n 
C a r l o s , w h i c h t h e y f e a r e d w o u l d be a n e n d of the t rue 
r e l i g i o n i n S p a i n . 
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A f t e r s u p p e r w e p r o c e e d e d u p s t a i r s to t h e c h o i r ( w h e r e 

the n u n s a t t e n d p u b l i c w o r s h i p , a n d w h i c h l o o k s d o w n 
u p o n t h e h a n d s o m e c o n v e n t c h u r c h ) to t ry the o r g a n . I 
w a s s e t d o w n to a S o n a t a o f M o z a r t ' s , the s e r v a n t s b l o w 
i n g t h e b e l l o w s . I t s e e m s to m e t h a t I m a d e m o r e n o i s e 
t h a n m u s i c , f o r the o r g a n i s v e r y o l d , p e r h a p s a s o l d a s 
the c o n v e n t , w h i c h d a t e s t h r e e c e n t u r i e s b a c k . H o w e v e r , 
the n u n s w e r e p l e a s e d , a n d a f t e r they h a d s u n g a h y m n , 
w e r e t u r n e d b e l o w . I w a s r a t h e r s o r r y to l e a v e t h e m , , 
a n d I fe l t a s i f I c o u l d h a v e p a s s e d s o m e t i m e t h e r e v e r y 
c o n t e n t e d l y ; b u t it w a s n e a r n i n e o ' c l o c k , a n d w e w e r e 
o b l i g e d to t a k e o u r d e p a r t u r e ; so h a v i n g b e e n e m b r a c e d 
v e r y c o r d i a l l y by the w h o l e c o m m u n i t y , w e le f t t h e 
h o s p i t a b l e w a l l s of the E n c a r n a c i ó n . 

2 8 t h . — L a s t e v e n i n g w e w e r e s i t t i n g a t h o m e v e r y 
q u i e t l y a b o u t ten o ' c l o c k , C n , M o n s i e u r de , o f 
the L e g a t i o n , a n d I, w h e n A — — r u s h e d i n t o t h e 
r o o m a l l d i s h e v e l l e d . " C o m e q u i c k l y , s i r ! R o b b e r s a r e 
b r e a k i n g o p e n t h e k i t c h e n - d o o r ! " A s u c c e s s i o n o f 
f e m i n i n e s h r i e k s in the d i s t a n c e , a d d e d effect to h e r w o r d s . 
C n j u m p e d u p , ran fo r h i s p i s t o l s , g a v e one to M o n 
s i e u r d e , c a l l e d u p the s o l d i e r s , b u t no r o b b e r s 
a p p e a r e d . T h e k i t c h e n - d o o r w a s i n d e e d o p e n , a n d t h e 
t r e m b l i n g g a l o p i n a a t t e s t e d , th a t b e i n g i n the k i t c h e n 
a l o n e , d i m l y l i g h t e d by o n e s m a l l l a m p , t h r e e m e n , a l l 
a r m e d , h a d e n t e r e d , a n d h a d r u s h e d o u t a g a i n on h e a r i n g 
h e r g i v e the a l a r m . W e s o m e w h a t d o u b t e d h e r a s s e r 
t i o n s , b u t t h e n e x t m o r n i n g f o u n d t h a t t h e m e n h a d i n 
f a c t e s c a p e d b y t h e A z o t e a , a g r e a t a s s i s t a n c e to a l l 
M e x i c a n d e p r e d a t o r s . A t the e n d of t h i s r o w of h o u s e s 
t h e p e o p l e r a n out a n d fired u p o n t h e m , b u t w i t h o u t e f fec ts 
T h e h o u s e of t h e o l d C o u n t e s s of S F h a d b e e n 
b r o k e n i n t o , h e r p o r t e r w o u n d e d , r e p o r t s a y s k i l l e d , a n d 
h e r p l a t e c a r r i e d off. I n t h e m e a n t i m e o u r s o l d i e r s w a t c h 
i n the k i t c h e n , a p a i r of l o a d e d p i s t o l s a d o r n the t a b l e , a 
d o u b l e - b a r r e l l e d g u n s t a n d s in t h e c o r n e r , a n d a b u l l - d o g 
g r o w l s i n t h e g a l l e r y . T h i s l i t t le p a s s i n g v i s i t to u s w a s 
p r o b a b l y c a u s e d b y the a r r i v a l of s o m e l a r g e b o x e s f r o m 
L o n d o n , e s p e c i a l l y o f a v e r y fine h a r p a n d p i a n o , b o t h 
E r a r d ' s , w h i c h I h a d the p l e a s u r e of s e e i n g u n p a c k e d t h i s 
m o r n i n g , a n d w h i c h , in s p i t e of j o l t i n g a n d b a d r o a d s , 
h a v e a r r i v e d i n p e r f e c t c o n d i t i o n . . . . . 

T h u s fa r I h a d w r i t t e n , it b e i n g n o w t h e e v e n i n g , a n d 
I s i t t i n g a l o n e , w h e n a s u c c e s s i o n o f s h r i e k s a r o s e , e v e n 
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more a w f u l t h a n t h o s e w h i c h a l a r m e d us l a s t n i g h t . A t 
the same time the o ld g a l o p i n a , h e r d a u g h t e r , a n d a 
F r e n c h girl w h o l i v e s h e r e , r u s h e d s h o u t i n g a l o n g the 
g a l l e r y . ; n o t a w o r d t h e y s a i d c o m p r e h e n s i b l e , b u t s o m e 
th ing , c o n c e r n i n g " a robber in b l a c k , w i t h m e n a t h i s 
back, w h o h a d b u r s t open the d o o r , " A t t h e n o i s e the 
whole limiM'.liokl Iwitl nuM' inMri l . (>nn r u n I h i s w u y , one 
ran t h a t . A l i t t le F r e n c h t c i n l n r U r , w h o it a p p e a r e d h a d 
been p a y i n g the m a i d s a pol i te v i s i t , s e i z e d the l o a d e d g u n ; 
the f o o t m a n t o o k .a p is to l a n d h i d h i m s e l í b e h i n d the 
p o r t e r ; A — — , l i k e a s e c o n d J o a n of A r c , a p p e a r e d , w i t h 
a rusty s a b r e ; t h e s o l d i e r s r u s h e d u p w i t h t h e i r b a y o n e t s ; 
the c o a c h m a n s t o o d a loof w i t h n o t h i n g ; t h e p o r t e r led up 
the r e a r , h o l d i n g a l a r g e d o g by t h e c o l l a r ; but no r o b b e r 
appears; a n d the g i r l s a r e a l l s o b b i n g a n d c r y i n g b e c a u s e 
w e d o u b t the i r h a v i n g s e e n o n e . G a l o p i n a the y o u n g e r 
s h e d d i n g t e a r s in t o r r e n t s , s w e a r s to the m a n . G a l o p i n a 
the e l d e r , e n v e l o p e d i n h e r r e b o s o , s w e a r s to a n y n u m b e r 
of. men; a n d t h e r e c a m e r e r a h a s c r i e d h e r s e l f into a fit 
b e t w e e n f e a r a n d i n d i g n a t i o n . 

i Such i s t h e a g r p e a b l e s t a t e of t h i n g s a b o u t n i n e o ' c l o c k 
this evening, for one r e a l a t t e m p t to e n t e r the h o u s e , 
I n v a r i a b l y g i v e s rise to a t h o u s a n d i m a g i n a r y a t t a c k s a n d 
f a n c i f u l a l a r m s . . . . 
i; A f t e r m a n y a t t e m p t s a t w a l k i n g , I h a v e v e r y n e a r l y 

a b a n d o n e d it , b u t t a k e a g r e a t d e a l of e x e r c i s e both on 
h o r s e b a c k a n d i n the c a r r i a g e ; w h i c h l a s t , o n a c c o u n t of 
the j l l - p a v e d c o n d i t i o n of the s t r e e t s , a f fo rds r a t h e r m o r e 
e x e r c i s e t h a n the f o r m e r . I d r o v e out t h i s m o r n i n g in 
an o p e n c a r r i a g e w i t h the S e ñ o r i t a E to h e r c o u n t r y -
h o u s e a t S a n A g u s t i n , the g a m b l i n g e m p o r i u m . B u t the 
famous a n n u a l fô te d o e s not t a k e p l a c e t i l l W h i t s u n d a y , 
and the p r e t t y c o u n t r y v i l l a s t h e r e a re a t p r e s e n t a b a n 
doned. We w a l k e d in the g a r d e n ti l l the s u n b e c a m e 
i n s u p p o r t a b l e . . T h e f r a g r a n c e of t h e r o s e s a n d j a s m i n e 
was a l m o s t , o v e r p o w e r i n g . T h e r e a r e t r e e s of mi l l e f leur 
roses; he l io t rope a n d h o n e y s u c k l e c o v e r e y e r y p i l l a r , a n d 
y e l l o w jasmine; trails •over e v e r y t h i n g , . : • 
^ F o u p d . o n , m y r e t u r n an, a n o n y m o u s le t te r , b e g g i n g me 

to??! b e w a r e * of m y . c o o k I " a n d s i g n e d F e r n a n d e z . H a v i n g 
s h o w n i t - to s o m e g e n t l e m e n w h o d i n e d h e r e , o n e t h o u g h t 
it m i g h t be a p l a n of the r o b b e r s . to ; g e t I.rid of the 
c o o k , , w h o m , t h e y c o n s i d e r e d i n their, w a y ; a n o t h e r , 
w i t h m o r e p r o b a b i l i t y , tha t tt w a s m e r e l y a p l a n of t h e 
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a t t e n t i v e S e ñ o r F e r n a n d e z to g e t t h e c o o k ' s p l a c e fo r 
h i m s e l f . "1 

W e w e n t l a t e l y to p a y a v i s i t to the c e l e b r a t e d V i r g e n I 
de l o s R e m e d i o s , t h e G a c h u p i n a , the S p a n i s h p a t r o n e s s , 
a n d r i v a l of O u r L a d y of G u a d a l u p e . T h i s V i r g i n w a s 
b r o u g h t o v e r b y C o r t e s , a n d w h e n he d i s p l a c e d the I n d i a n 
UUAu in Hit) jfriMit Tcmpl i * . o f M e x i c o , c a u s e d t h e m to b e 
b r o k e n i n pieccM, m i d l l i c HiincLimry lo be p u r i f i e d , h e 
s o l e m n l y p l a c e d t h e r e a c r u c i l i x a n d t h i s i m a g e o f t h e 
V i r g i n ; then k n e e l i n g b e f o r e it , g a v e s o l e m n t h a n k s to -
H e a v e n , w h i c h h a d p e r m i t t e d h i m t h u s to a d o r e , t h e M o s t 
H i g h i n a p l a c e s o l o n g p r o f a n e d b y t h e m o s t c r u e l 
i d o l a t r i e s . , . . 

I t i s s a i d t h a t t h i s i m a g e w a s b r o u g h t to M e x i c o by a 
s o l d i e r of C o r t e s ' s a r m y c a l l e d V i l l a f u e r t e , a n d t h a t t h e 
d a y s u c c e e d i n g the t e r r i b l e N o c h e T r i s t e , it w a s c o n c e a l e d 
b y h i m i n t h e p l a c e w h e r e it w a s a f t e r w a r d s d i s c o v e r e d . 
A t a l l e v e n t s , the i m a g e d i s a p p e a r e d , a n d n o t h i n g f u r t h e r 
w a s k n o w n of i t u n t i l , on t h e top of a b a r r e n a n d t r e e l e s s 
m o u n t a i n , in t h e h e a r t of a l a r g e m a g u e y , s h e w a s f o u n d 
by a f o r t u n a t e I n d i a n . H e r r e s t o r a t i o n w a s j o y f u l l y h a i l e d 
b y the S p a n i a r d s . A c h u r c h w a s e r e c t e d o n the s p o t . A 
p r i e s t w a s a p p o i n t e d to t a k e c h a r g e of t h e •• m i r a c u l o u s 
i m a g e . H e r f a m e s p r e a d a b r o a d - G i f t s of i m m e n s e 
v a l u e w e r e b r o u g h t to h e r s h r i n e . A t r e a s u r e r w a s a p 
p o i n t e d to t a k e c a r e of h e r j e w e l s ; a c a m a r i s t a to s u p e r 
i n t e n d h e r r i c h w a r d r o b e . N o r i c h d o w a g e r d i e d i n p e a c e 
u n t i l s h e h a d b e q u e a t h e d to O u r L a d y of L o s R e m e d i o s 
h e r l a r g e s t d i a m o n d , or h e r r i c h e s t p e a r l . . I n s e a s o n s o f 
d r o u g h t she i s b r o u g h t i n f r o m h e r d w e l l i n g i n the m o u n 
t a i n , a n d c a r r i e d , i n . p r o c e s s i o n t h r o u g h t h e - s t r e e t s . • T h e 
v i c e r o y h i m s e l f o n foot u s e d to l e a d , t h e h o l y t r a i n ; ; O n e 
o f ^ h e h i g h e s t , r a n k d r i v e s the c h a r i o t in . w h i c h s h e i s 
s e a t e d . I n , s u c c e s s i o n s h e - v i s i t s :the p r i n c i p a l c o n v e n t s , 
a n d a s s h e . i s c a r r i e d t h r o u g h .'the c l o i s t e r e d * p r e c i n c t s , t h e 
n u n s a r e : r a n g e d , o n t h e i r k n e e s i n h u m b l e a d o r a t i o n . 
P l e n t i f u l r a i n s i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w h e r a r r i v a l . ; . . : — ~ , w h o 
a c c o m p a n i e d u s , , h a s on s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s filled, t h e off ice 
o f h e r i C o a c h m a n , b y , w h i c h m e a n s he h a s . s p e n / t h e : i n t e r i o r 
o f j n p s t . q f t h e - c o n v e n t s in Mex ico ' . .'It is t rue , t h a t f t h e r e 
c a m e a . t ime, w h e n t h e ; f a m o u s c u r à t e . H i d a l g o , t h è p r i m e 
m o v e r . o.f t h e , R e v o l u t i o n , - h a v i n g - , t aken -as h i s . ; s t a n d a r d a n 
i m a g e o f t h ç ^ V / r g i n . o f G u a d a l u p e , ia r i v a l r y a r o s e b e t w e e n 
h e r a n d the,! S p a n i s h V i r g i n ; a n d H i d a l g o . . h a v i n g b e e n 
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d e f e a t e d a n d f o r c e d to fly, t h e i m a g e of the V i r g e n de los 

/ R e m e d i o s w a s c o n d u c t e d to M e x i c o d r e s s e d a s a g e n e r a l , 
• a n d i n v o k e d a s the p a t r o n e s s of S p a i n . L a t e r s t i l l , the 

V i r g i n h e r s e l f w a s d e n o u n c e d a s a G a c h u p i n a 1 her 
g e n e r a l ' s s a s h b o l d l y to rn f r o m h e r by t h e v a l i a n t G e n e r a l 

w h o a l s o s i g n e d her p a s s p o r t , w i t h a n o r d e r fo r her 
to l e a v e the r e p u b l i c . H o w e v e r , she w a s a g a i n r e s t o r e d 
to h e r . h o n o u r s , a n d s t i l l r e t a i n s h e r t r e a s u r e r s , he r 
c a m a r i s t a , a n d s a n c t u m s a n c t o r u m . 

B e i n g d e s i r o u s of s e e i n g t h i s c e l e b r a t e d i m a g e , w e set 
off o n e fine a f t e r n o o n in a c a r n a g e of ' s , d r a w n by 
s i x u n b r o k e n h o r s e s , a c c o m p a n i e d by h i m a n d h i s l a d y , 
a n d p e r f o r m e d f o u r l e a g u e s of b a d r o a d in a n inc red ib ly 
s h o r t s p a c e of t i m e . T h e h o r s e s t h e m s e l v e s w e r e i n an 
e v i d e n t s t a t e o f a s t o n i s h m e n t , for a f te r k i c k i n g a n d p l u n g 
i n g , a n d , a s t h e y i m a g i n e d , r u n n i n g a w a y , they f o u n d 
t h e m s e l v e s d r i v e n m u c h f a s t e r t h a n they h a d the s l i g h t e s t 
i n t e n t i o n of g o i n g : s o a f te r a l i t t le w h i l e t h e y a c k n o w 
l e d g e d , i n ' s c a p i t a l c o a c h m a n , u n a m a i n de m a i t r e . 

T h e m o u n t a i n i s b a r r e n a n d l o n e l y , b u t t h e v i e w f r o m 
i ts s u m m i t i s b e a u t i f u l , c o m m a n d i n g the w h o l e p l a i n . 
T h e c h u r c h ' i s o l d a n d not v e r y r e m a r k a b l e , y e t a p i c t u r 
e s q u e o b j e c t , a s i t s t a n d s In i t s g a y s o l i t a r i n e s s , w i t h one 
o r t w o t r e e s b e s i d e i t , of w h i c h one w i t h o u t l e a v e s w a s 
e n t i r e l y c o v e r e d w i t h the m o s t b r i l l i a n t s c a r l e t flowers. 
S e ñ o r ^ — • h a v i n g been the V i r g i n ' s c o a c h m a n , the 
S e ñ o r a — b e i n g t h e d a u g h t e r of h e r c a m a r i s t a , a n d 
C — í — n t h e m i n i s t e r f r o m t h e l a n d of h e r p r e d i l e c t i o n , w e 
w e r e not a s t o n i s h e d a t the d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e c e p t i o n w h i c h 
w e m e t w i t h f r o m t h e r e v e r e n d p a d r e , t h e g u a r d i a n of the 
m o u n t a i n ^ T h e c h u r c h w i t h i n i s h a n d s o m e ; a n d a b o v e 
t h e a l t a r i s a c o p y of the o r i g i n a l V i r g i n . A f t e r w c h a d 
r e m i d n e d Ihtire u l i tUe w h i l e , wc w c r o u d m l u e d i n t o the 
S a n c t u m , w h e r e the i d e n t i c a l V i r g i n o f C o r t e s , w i t h a 
l a r g e n i l v c r m a g u e y , o c c u p i e s h e r s p l e n d i d s h r i n e . T h e 
p r i e s t r e t i r e d a n d p u t on h i s r o b e s , a n d t h e n r e t u r n i n g , 
a n d a l l k n e e l i n g b e f o r e the a l t a r , he r e c i t e d the c r e d o . 
T h i s o v e r , he m o u n t e d the s t e p s , a n d o p e n i n g the s h r i n e 
w h e r e t h e V i r g i n w a s e n c a s e d , k n e l t d o w n a n d r e m o v e d 
h e r . i n h i s a r m s . H e then p r e s e n t e d h e r to e a c h of u s in 
s u c c e s s i o n , e v e r y o n e k i s s i n g the h e m of h e r s a t i n r o b e . 
S h e w a s a f t e r w a r d s r e p l a c e d w i t h t h e s a m e c e r e m o n y . 

T h e i m a g e i s a w o o d e n do l l a b o u t a f o o t h i g h , h o l d i n g 
i n i t s a r m s a n i n f a n t J e s u s , b o t h f a c e s e v i d e n t l y c a r v e d 
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w i t h a r u d e p e n k n i f e ; t w o h o l e s for t h e e y e s a n d a n o t h e r 
for t h e m o u t h . T h i s d o l l w a s d r e s s e d in b lue s a t i n a n d 
p e a r l s w i t h a c r o w n u p o n h e r h e a d a n d a q u a n t i t y o f h a i r 
f a s t e n e d o n to t h e c r o w n . N o I n d i a n ido l c o u l d b e m u c h 
u g l i e r . A s s h e h a s b e e n a g o o d d e a l s c r a t c h e d a n d 
d e s t r o y e d in the l a p s e of a g e s , C — n o b s e r v e d t h a t h e 
w a s a s t o n i s h e d t h e y h a d not t r i ed to r e s t o r e h e r a! l i t t le . 
T o t h i s the p a d r e r e p l i e d , th a t the a t t e m p t h a d b e e n m a d e 
by s e v e r a l a r t i s t s , e a c h one of w h o m h a d s i c k e n e d a n d 
d i e d . H e a l s o m e n t i o n e d a s one of h e r m i r a c l e s , t h a t 
l i v i n g o n a s o l i t a r y m o u n t a i n s h e h a d n e v e r been r o b b e d ; 
b u t I f ear the g o o d p a d r e is s o m e w h a t o b l i v i o u s , a s t h i s 
s a c r i l e g e h a s h a p p e n e d m o r e t h a n o n c e . O n one o c c a s i o n 
a c r o w d of l é p e r o s b e i n g c o l l e c t e d , a n d t h e i m a g e c a r r i e d 
r o u n d to be k i s s e d , one of t h e m , a f f e c t i n g i n t e n s e d e v o t i o n , 
b i t off the l a r g e p e a r l t h a t a d o r n e d h e r d r e s s in f r o n t , a n d 
b e f o r e the thef t w a s d i s c o v e r e d , be h a d m i n g l e d w i t h t h e 
c r o w d a n d e s c a p e d . W h e n r e m i n d e d of t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e , 
the p a d r e s a i d ' i t w a s t r u e , but that t h e th ie f w a s a F r e n c h 
m a n . A f t e r t a k i n g l e a v e of the V i r g i n , w e v i s i t e d the 
p a d r e i n h i s o w n o l d h o u s e , a t t a c h e d to t h e c h u r c h , w h e r e 
h i s o n l y a t t e n d a n t , a s u s u a l a m o n g p a d r e s , i s a n o l d w o m a n . 

W e t h e n m a d e o u r w a y o n foot d o w n a s teep h i l l , s t o p 
p i n g to a d m i r e s o m e nob le s t o n e a r c h e s , the r e m a i n s o f 
a n a q u e d u c t bu i l t by t h e Span ia rds1 f o r c o n v e y i n g ' w a t e r 
f r o m o n e m o u n t a i n to t h e o t h e r ; a n d w i t h ;an I n d i a n ' f o r 
o u r g u i d e , v i s i t e d a n e w l y - d i s c o v e r e d ; t h o u g h a n c i e n t l y -
o p e n e d m i n e , s a i d to b e of s i l v e r , a n d w h i c h h a d u n t i l 
l a t e l y been c o v e r e d w i t h r u b b i s h . W e g r o p e d t h r o u g h i t , 
a n d f o u n d v a u l t s a n d e x c a v a t i o n s a n d a deep pi t o f w a t e r . 

n g o t s o m e I n d i a n s to b r e a k off p i e c e s of s t o n e fo r 
h i m , w h i c h w e r e put i n t o a s a c k a n d ' s e n t h o m e f o r 
e x a m i m i l i o n . W e w e r e HO t i red of o u r w a l k d o w n t h i s 
s t e e p a n d m o u n t a i n o u s p a t h , t h a t o n o u r r e t u r n , I m o u n t e d 
a h o r s e w i t h a m a n ' s s a d d l e , b e l o n g i n g to o n e of the 
s e r v a n t s , a n d c o n t r i v e d to k e e p o n , w h i l e i t c l i m b e d u p the 
p e r p e n d i c u l a r a s c e n t . A s t h i s s e e m e d r a t h e r a se l f i sh p r o 
c e e d i n g w h i l e t h e o t h e r s w a l k e d , I i n v i t e d the S e ñ o r a 
to m o u n t a l s o in f r o n t ; w h i c h she d i d , a n d the p a t h b e i n g 
a l m o s t p e r p e n d i c u l a r , m y h e a d n e a r l y t o u c h e d the g r o u n d , 
w h i c h c e r t a i n l y m a d e the s e a t n o t o v e r s a f e o r e a s y . 
H o w e v e r , w e r e a c h e d t h e t o p of t h e m o u n t a i n i n s a f e t y , 
t h o u g h s o m e w h a t e x h a u s t e d w i t h l a u g h i n g , a n d w e r e 
d r i v e n h o m e w i t h the s p e e d of a r a i l - c a r . 
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L E T T E R T H E S I X T E E N T H 

Mexido in May—Leave Mexico for Sant iago—Coach of Charles X — 
, ¡ Mex ican Trave l l ing—Genera l Aspec t of the Coun t r y—Vi l l age o í 

• , Santa Clara—Robbers ' House—Temples of the S un and Moon—• 
' San Juan—Mexican Posada— SchooMiouso—Sku l l s—Hard F a r e — 

TrHVfll ldt!" IWhh—'K»|tnyin:n—• MIMIMIJ- A.lui i i i l f i l iml.H—-Huii l l in:0— 
Matadors add P icadors—Even ings i n the Country—Dances—• 

,,, .Mexican Songs—Conpoala—PJazu do Toro»—Ski l l of the I l o r e n -
jU f l n—Omatusco— A c c i d e n t — T u l u n s i n g o — l í e a u t l f u l G a r J u n — • 

. Mex ican D ishes—Fru i ts—Horses—Games of For fe i t s—Ranchera 's 
: Dress—Younç Gir ls and the i r Admirers—Verses—Knowledg-e o f 

Simple Medic ine—Indian B a t h s — H i d d e n Treasures—Anecdote, 
• - . i " : ' * 1 

i ^ SANTIAGO, May 6th. 
J J E F O R E t h e , s e t t i n g ¡n o í t h e r a i n y s e a s o n , w e a c c e p t e d 
o f . t h e i n v i t a t i o n o f o u r f r i e n d s t h e s , to v i s i t t h e 
{Hfferent h a c i e n d a s , a s i n a s h o r t t i m e the r o a d s w i l l 
bçcQipe p e a r l y i m p a s s a b l e . T h e c o u n t r y i n M a y i s p e r 
h a p s at i t s h i t f l i cs t b e a u t y , o r c v q n a l i l l l o e a r l i e r , HS 
ô l r tmdy UtP gvtmV b l ^ w u f r o a t i h U nuUv ly u v e r ; mi rtmLv 
t h e r e a r e , r o s e s a l l t h e y e a r r o u n d , t h o u g h m o r e in D e c c i n -
beç>jthttH,Ín J u l y . A n d Lhitt, b y t h e w a y , h r a t l i e r a s o u r c e ¿ 
of d i p a p p p i n t m e n t to the u n w a r y t r a v e l l e r . l i e a r r i v e s i n 1 
D e c e m b e r , a n d findg t h e g a r d e n s f u l l o f flowers. " I f th is1 
itGitfre c a s e in D e c e m b e r , " s a y s h e to h i m s e l f , " w h a t w i l l 
it b o in M a y ? " M n y c o m e s — t h e roses a r e o v e r , a n d ( h e 
phief flowers in t h e g a r d e n s a r e d a h l i a s a n d m a r i g o l d s , o u r 
a u t u m n a l f l o w e r s — S e p t e m b e r , a n d these a u t u m n a l f l o w e r s 
s t i l l b l o o m , a n d w i t h t h e m y o u h a v e m i g n o n e t t e a n d r o s e s , 
a n d th^p p i n k s a n d . j a s m i n e , a n d o t h e r flowers. I n f a c t 
t l iere s e e m s , to b e f i o p a r t i c u l a r s e a s o n f o r a n y t h i n g . . 

. T h e w p a t h e r a t p r e s e n t i s n e i t h e r , w a r m n o r c o l d , b u t 
c o l d e r hpre t h a n i n M e x i c o , a n d w h e n it d o e s n o t r a i n i t i s 
I p v e l y , A l r e a d y . there h a s b e e n , m u c h r a i n , a n d the t o r 
r e n t s , a r e : s a s w e l l e d , t h a t t h e r e , w a s s p m e d o u b t a s t o 
w h e t l i e r i our . c a r r i a g e s c o u l d p a s s thc tn . 

Y e s t e r d a y , a t five i n the m o r n i n g w e le f t M e x i c o , i n a 
coççfr , o n c e the p r o p e r t y o f C h a r l e s X . " S i c t r a n s i t , V 
q t ç j ^ f i n d a m o s t ^ x u r i o u s , t r a v e l l i n g - c a r r i a g e i s t h a t o f 
h U . e x - r r ç a j e s t y , e n t i r e l y c o v e r e d w i t h g i l d i n g , s a v e w h e r e 
t h e ' l i l i e s .of . F i a n c e s u r m o u n t t h e c r o w n , ( s a d e m b l e m s o f 
tl)C . fa l len d y n a s t y 1) l i n e d w i t h w h i t e . s a t i n w i t h v i o l e t * 
c o l o u r e d b i n d i n g , , ¡the s a t i n c u s h i o n s m o s t , e x c e l l e n t l y 
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s tu f fed : l a r g e , c o m m o d i o u s , a n d w i t h a m o v e m e n t a s s o f t 
a s t h a t of a g o n d o l a . i : 

A F r e n c h m a n b o u g h t i t o n a s p e c u l a t i o n , a n d b r o u g h t 
i t h e r e for s a l e . I n f o r m e r d a y s , f r o m i ts g i l d e d a n d 
s h o w y a p p e a r a n c e , i t w o u l d h a v e b r o u g h t a n y p r i c e ; b u t 
t h e t a s t e for g a u d y e q u i p a g e s h a s g o n e by s i n c e t h e i n t r o 
d u c t i o n of f o r e i g n , a n d e s p e c i a l l y o f E n g l i s h c a r r i a g e s ; 
a n d t h e p r e s e n t p r o p r i e t o r , w h o b o u g h t it for i ts i n t r i n s i c 
g o o d q u a l i t i e s , p a i d but a m o d e r a t e s u m for it . I n t h i s 
c a r r i a g e , d r a w n by s i x s t r o n g h o r s e s , w i t h t w o first-rate 
c o a c h m e n a n d s e v e r a l o u t r i d e r s w e l l - a r m e d , w e w e n t a l o n g 
a t g r e a t s p e e d . T h e d r i v e r s , d r e s s e d M e x i c a n f a s h i o n , w i t h 
a l l t h e i r a c c o u t r e m e n t s s m a r t a n d n e w , l o o k e d v e r y p i c t u r 
e s q u e . J a c k e t s a n d t r o u s e r s o f d e e r s k i n , a n d j a c k e t s e m 
b r o i d e r e d i n g r e e n , w i t h h a n g i n g s i l v e r b u t t o n s , t h e 
t r o u s e r s a l s o e m b r o i d e r e d a n d s l i t u p the s i d e of t h e l e g , 
t r i m m e d w i t h s i l v e r b u t t o n s , a n d s h o w i n g ar> u n d e r p a i r 
o f u n b l e a c h e d l i n e n ; t h e s e , w i t h the p o s t i l i o n s ' ' b o o t s , a n d 
g r e a t h a t s w i t h g o l d r o l l s , f o r m a d r e s s w h i c h w o u l d / a i r e 
f u r a u r , if s o m e a d v e n t u r o u s M e x i c a n w o u l d v e n t u r e to 
U i b p l a y i l u n the s t r e u U o í h o n d ó n . 

W e left t h e c i t y by t h e g a t e of G u a d a l u p e , a n d p a s s e d 
\ \ } y t h e gt'cut c u t l i c d r a l , o u r r o a d l y i n g o v e r l h e m a r s h y 

) l a i n s o n c e c o v e r e d by t h e w a t e r s of L a k e T c z c u c o . 
T o t h e e a s t l a y t h e g r e a t l a k e , i t s b r o a d w a t e r s s h i n i n g 

l i k e a s h e e t o f m o l t e n s i l v e r , a n d the t w o g r e a t v o l c a n o e s : 
' t h e rising s u n f o r m i n g a c r o w n of r a y s o n the w h i t e b r o w 
o f P o p o c a t e p e t l . : 

T o d e s c r i b e once fo r a l l the g e n e r a l a s p e c t o f the c o u n t r ^ 
o n t h i s s ide of t h e v a l l e y of M e x i c o , suff ice it to s a y ; t h a t 
t h e r e i s a u n i v e r s a l a i r o f d r e a r i n e s s , v a s t i n e s s , a n d d e s o l a 
t i o n . T h e c o u n t r y i s fíat, b u t a l w a y s e n l i v e n e d by t h e 
s u r r o u n d i n g m o u n t a i n s , l i k e a n u n i n t e r e s t i n g p a i n t i n g i n 
a d i a m o n d f r a m e ; a n d y e t i t i s not w h o l l y u n i n t e r e s t i n g . 
I t h a s a c h a r a c t e r p e c u l i a r to i t s e l f , g r e a t p l a i n s of 
m a g u e y , w i t h i ts h u t s w i t h u n c u l t i v a t e d p a t c h e s , t h a t h a v e 
o n c e b e e n g a r d e n s , s t i l l filled w i t h flowers a n d c h o k e d w i t h 
w e e d s ; the h u t s t h e m s e l v e s , g e n e r a l l y of m u d , y e t n o t 
u n f r e q u e n t l y of s o l i d s t o n e , r o o f l e s s a n d w i n d o w l e s s , w i t h 
t r a c e s of h a v i n g been fine b u i l d i n g s i n f o r m e r d a y s ; t h e 
c o m p l e t e s o l i t u d e , u n b r o k e n e x c e p t by t h e p a s s i n g I n d i a n , 
c e r t a i n l y a s m u c h i n a s t a t e of s a v a g e n a t u r e a s ' the l o w e r 
class-of M e x i c a n s w e r e w h e n C o r t e s first/traversed t h e s e 
p l a i n s — w i t h the s a m e c h a r a c t e r , g e n t l e ; a n d c o w a r d l y , 
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f a l s e a n d c u n n i n g , a s w e a k a n i m a l s a r e a p t to be by 
n a t u r e , a n d i n d o l e n t a n d i m p r o v i d e n t a s m e n a r e i n a fine 
c l i m a t e ; r u i n s e v e r y w h e r e — h e r e a v i c e r o y ' s c o u n t r y p a l a c e 
s e r v i n g a s a t a v e r n , w h e r e t h e m u l e s s t o p to r e s t , a n d the 
d r i v e r s to d r i n k p u l q u e — t h e r e , a w h o l e v i l l a g e c r u m b l i n g 
to p i e c e s ; r o o f l e s s h o u s e s , b r o k e n d o w n w a l l s a n d a r c h e s , 
a n o ld c h u r c h — t h e r e m a i n s of a c o n v e n t . . . . F o r l e a g u e s 
s c a r c e l y a tree to be s e e n ; then a c l u m p of the g r a c e f u l 
A r b o l de P e r u , o r one g r e a t c y p r e s s — l o n g s t r i n g s of 
m u l e s a n d a s s e s , w i t h the i r d r i v e r s — p a s t u r e - f i e l d s w i t h 
c a t t l e — t h e n a g a i n w h o l e t r a c t s of m a g u e y , a s f a r a s 
the e y e c a n r e a c h ; no r o a d s w o r t h y of the n a m e , b u t a 
p a a a a g e m a d e b c L w u c n f ie lds of m a g u e y , b o r d e r e d by 
c r u m b l i n g - d o w n , l o w s tone w a l l s , c a u s i n g a j o l t i n g f r o m 
w h i c h not e v e n the e a s y m o v e m e n t of C h a r l e s X ' s c o a c h 
c a n s a v e u s . B u t the h o r s e s g o a t fu l l g a l l o p , a c c u s t o m e d 
to g o t h r o u g h a n d o v e r e v e r y t h i n g . 

T h e first v i l l a g e w e s a w w a s S a n t a C l a r a , to o u r left , 
l y i n g a t t h e foot of s o m e d a r k h i l l s , w i t h i ts w h i t e c h u r c h 
a n d f la t - roofed or n o - r o o f e d h o u s e s , , T h e r e b e i n g no 
s h a d e , f r e q u e n t l y not a tree fo r l e a g u e s , the s u n a n d d u s t 
v e r y d i s a g r e e a b l e , a n d b e c a m e m o r e so a s the d a y 
a d v a n c e d . H e r e it c a m e to p a s s , that , t r a v e l l i n g r a p i d l y 
o v e r the h o t a n d d u s t y p l a i n s , the w h e e l s of o u r c a r r i a g e 
b e g a n to s m o k e . , , . N o h o u s e w a s i n s i g h t — n o w a t e r w i t h i n 
k e n . . I t w a s a c a s e of d i f f i c u l t y ; w h e n s u d d e n l y 
rccoUt iC lcd that n o t f a r f r o m t h e n c e w a s a n o ld r a n c h o , a 
d e s e r t e d f a r m h o u s e a t p r e s e n t o c c u p i e d by r o b b e r s ; a n d 
h a y i n g o r d e r e d the c o a c h m a n to d r i v e to w i t h i n a f e w 
h u n d r e d y a r d s of th is h o u s e , h e s e n t a s e r v a n t o n h o r s e 
b a c k w i t h a m e d i o ( f o u r p e n c e ) to b r i n g s o m e w a t e r , w h i c h 
w a s t r e a t i n g the r o b b e r s l i k e h o n o u r a b l e m e n . T h e m a n 
g a l l o p e d o f l , a n d s h o r t l y r e t u r n e d w i t h a c a n fu l l of w a t e r , 
w h i c h - h e c a r r i e d b a c k w h e n the fire w a s e x t i n g u i s h e d . 

M e a n w h i l e w e e x a m i n e d , a s w e l l a s w e c o u l d , the e x 
t e r n a l a p p e a r a n c e of t h e r o b b e r s ' d o m i c i l e , w h i c h w a s a n 
old h a l f - r u i n e d h o u s e , s t a n d i n g a lone on t h e p l a i n , w i t h no 
tree n e a r , jt . S e v e r a l m e n , w i t h g u n s , w e r e w a l k i n g up 
a n d d o w n before the h o u s e — s p o r t i n g - l o o k i n g c h a r a c t e r s , 
but r a t h e r d i r t y — a p p a r e n t l y e i ther w a i t i n g for s o m e 
e x p e c t e d g a m e , o r g o i n g i n s e a r c h of i t . W o m e n w i t h 
r e b o s o s , w e r e c a r r y i n g w a t e r , a n d w a l k i n g a m o n g s t t h e m . 
T h e r e w e r e a U o a n u m b e r of d o g s . T h e w e l l - a r m e d m e n 
w h o a c c o m p a n i e d u s , a n d the n a m e of , so w e l l k n o w n 
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in t h e s e p a r t s , tha t once w h e n h i s c a r r i a g e w a s s u r r o u n d e d 
by r o b b e r s , h e m e r e l y m e n t i o n e d w h o h e w a s , a n d t h e y 
r e t r e a t e d w i t h m a n y a p o l o g i e s fo r t h e i r m i s t a k e , p r e c l u d e d 
a l l d a n g e r of a n a t t a c k ; b u t w o e to t h e s o l i t a r y h o r s e m a n 
or the e s c o r t e d c a r r i a g e t h a t s h o u l d p a s s t h e r e b y ! N o r , 
i n d e e d , a r e they a l w a y s in l h e s a m e m o o d , for S e ñ o r ' s 
h o u s e s h a v e been f r e q u e n t l y a t t a c k e d i n h i s a b s e n c e , a n d 
h i s h a c i e n d a a t S a n t i a g o o n c e s t o o d a r e g u l a r s i e g e , t h e 
r o b b e r s b e i n g a t l e n g t h r e p u l s e d by the b r a v e r y of h i s ' 
s e r v a n t s . 

W e s e t off a g a i n a u g r a n d g a l o p , d r i v e r s a n d o u t r i d e r s 
g i v i n g , f r o m t ime to t ime , the m o s t e x t r a o r d i n a r y s h r i e k s 
to e n c o u r a g e the h o r s e s a n d to a m u s e t h e m s e l v e s , w i l d 
a n d s h r i l l e n o u g h to f r i g h t e n a n y c i v i l i z e d q u a d r u p e d . 
T h e r o a d g r e w m o r e p i c t u r e s q u e a s w e a d v a n c e d , a n d a t 
l e n g t h o u r a t t e n t i o n w a s a r r e s t e d by t h e s i g h t of t h e t w o 
g r e a t p y r a m i d s , w h i c h r i s e to the e a s t o f the t o w n of S a n 
J u a n T e o t i h u a c a n , w h i c h a r c m e n t i o n e d b y H u m b o l d t , a n d 
h a v e e x c i t e d t h e c u r i o s i t y a n d a t t e n t i o n of e v e r y s u c c e e d 
i n g t r a v e l l e r . T h e h u g e m a s s e s w e r e c o n s e c r a t e d to t h e 
s u n a n d m o o n , w h i c h , i n the t i m e of C o r t e s , w e r e t h e r e 
r e p r e s e n t e d b y t w o v a s t s t o n e i d o l s , c o v e r e d w i t h g o l d . 
T h e c o n q u e r o r s m a d e use of the g o l d , a n d b r o k e t h e i d o l s 
in p i e c e s , by o r d e r of the first b i s h o p of M e x i c o . U n f o r 
t u n a t e l y , o u r t i m e w a s too l i m i t e d to g i v e t h e m m o r e t h a n 
a p a s s i n g o b s e r v a t i o n . F r a g m e n t s of o b s i d i a n , i n t h e 
f o r m of k n i v e s a n d of a r r o w s , w i t h w h i c h the p r i e s t s 
o p e n e d the b r e a s t s of the i r h u m a n v i c t i m s , a r e s t i l l to b e 
f o u n d t h e r e ; a n d n u m e r o u s s m a l l i d o l s , m a d e of b a k e d 
c l a y , a r e to be s e e n both t h e r e a n d in t h e p l a i n s a d j o i n i n g . 
T h e I n d i a n s r a t h e r d i s l i k e to g u i d e t r a v e l l e r s to t h e s e 
p y r a m i d s , a n d the i r r e l u c t a n c e to do so h a s i n c r e a s e d t h e 
p o p u l a r bel ie f of the e x i s t e n c e of g r e a t c o n c e a l e d t r e a s u r e s 
n e a r or in t h e m . 

T h e w h o l e p l a i n o n w h i c h t h e s e g r e a t p y r a m i d s s t a n d 
w a s f o r m e r l y c a l l e d M i c o a t l , o r t h e P a t h w a y of the D e a d ; 
a n d the h u n d r e d s of s m a l l e r p y r a m i d s w h i c h s u r r o u n d the 
l a r g e r o n e s ( the T e m p l e s o f t h e S u n a n d M o o n ) a r e s y m 
m e t r i c a l l y d i s p o s e d in w i d e s t r e e t s , f o r m i n g a g r e a t b u r i a l -
p l a i n , c o m p o s e d p e r h a p s of the d u s t of the i r a n c i e n t 
w a r r i o r s , a n A z t e c o r T o l t e c P è r c - l a - C h a í s e , o r r a t h e r a 
r o o f l e s s W e s t m i n s t e r A b b e y . S o f e w of t h e a n c i e n t t e o c a l l i s 
n o w r e m a i n , a n d t h e s e b e i n g n e a r l y t h e o n l y t r a c e s n o w 
e x i s t i n g of t h a t e x t r a o r d i n a r y r a c e , w e r e g r e t t e d t h e m o r e 
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n o t ! b e i n g able to d e v o t e s o m e t i m e to t h e i r e x a m i n a t i o n . 
F a n a t i c i s m a n d p o l i c y i n d u c e d the S p a n i s h c o n q u e r o r s to 
d e s t r o y t h e s e h e a t h e n t e m p l e s ; a n d w h e n w e r e c o l l e c t tha t 
a t t h e t i m e of t h e R e f o r m a t i o n i n c i v i l i z e d E n g l a n d , the 
m o s t s p l e n d i d C a t h o l i c ed i f ices w e r e m a d e l e v e l w i t h the 
i r t 'oumi, In c o m p l u m r o w i t h the feroeiotiN <idict of J o h n 
K n o x , " D i n g d o w n the n t a t s , a n d Lhe r o o Its w i l l Uy o í í , ' ' 
w e c a n h a v e l i t t le w o n d e r o r b l a m e to b e s t o w u p o n C o r t e s , 
w h o , in the e k c i t c m c n l of the u ícge , g:avc o r d e r s fo r the 
d e s t r u c t i o n of t h e s e b l o o d - s t a i n e d s a n c t u a r i e s . I n the 
a f t e r n o o n , w e a r r i v e d a t S a n J u a n , a p r e t t y v i l l a g e , b o a s t -
.ing* o f a n i n n , a s c h o o l - h o u s e , a n a v e n u e of fine t r e e s , a n d 
. a ; s t r e a m of c l e a r w a t e r . I t i s t rue t h a t the i n n i s a 
M e x i c a n p o s a d a , b e a r i n g a s m u c h r e s e m b l a n c e to w h a t is 
y o n c r t i l l y cu l l ed a n i n n , a s a n h i i c i c n d a d o c s to a n K n g l i s h 
c o u n t r y - h o u s e ; the s c h o o l - h o u s e , a r o o m w i t h a m u d i loor 
a n d a f e w d i r t y b e n c h e s , o c c u p i e d by l i t t le r a g g e d b o y s 
a n d g i r l s ; b u t the a v e n u e i s p r e t t y , the g r a s s a s g r e e n a s 
e m e r a l d s , a n d t h e w a t e r c r y s t a l . W e w a l k e d out w h i l e 
they c h a n g e d h o r s e s , o f w h i c h S e ñ o r — • — h a d f r e s h r e l a y s 
of h i s o w n p r e p a r e d a l l a l o n g the r o a d ; a n d en te red the 
s c h o o l - h o u s e , a t t r a c t e d by t h e n o i s e a n d t h e i n v i t i n g l y 
o p e n d o o r . T h e m a s t e r w a s a p o o r , r a g g e d , pa le , c a r e 
w o r n l o o k i n g y o u n g m a n , s e e m i n g l y h a l f - d i n n e d w i t h the 
n o i s e , b u t v e r y e a r n e s t in h i s w o r k . T h e c h i l d r e n , a l l 
S p e a k i n g a t o n c e , w e r e l e a r n i n g to spe l l out of s o m e old 
b i l l s of C o n g r e s s . S e v e r a l m o r a l s e n t e n c e s w e r e w r i t t e n 

o n t h e , w a l l i n v e r y i n d e p e n d e n t o r t h o g r a p h y . C n 
h a v i n g r e m a r k e d to t h e m a s t e r t h a t they w e r e i l l - s p e l t , h e 
s e e m e d v e r y m u c h a s t o n i s h e d , a n d e v e n i n c l i n e d to d o u b t 
the f a c t . I t h o u g h t it w a s o n e of t h o s e c a s e s w h e r e 
igfnorance i s b l i s s , a n d fear t h e o b s e r v a t i o n m a y h a v e c o s t 
the y o u n g m a n u n ¡g l i i , * i r e s t . 

A r o w of g r i n n i n g s k u l l s w a s r a n g e d r o u n d the w a l l of 
the c h u r c h y a r d , a n d t h e s e x t o n , w h o g a v e u s a d m i t t a n c e 
to, t h e c h u r c h , t a k i n g u p one to s h o w it off, it a l l c r u m b l e d 
i n t o d u s t , w h i c h filled the a i r l i k e a c l o u d . 
. , A t the p o s a d a t h e y g a v e u s r a n c i d s h e e p ' s m i l k , c h e e s e , 
ar id b i s c u i t s so h a r d , tha t C n a s k e d the h o s t i f t h e y 
yvere m a d e in t h e s a m e y e a r w i t h t h e c h u r c h ; a t w h i c h h e 
seerped m i g h t i l y p l e a s e d , a n d c o u l d n o t s top l a u g h i n g 
ti l l w e g o t into the c a r r i a g e . 
j ; . $ o o n a f t e r l e a v i n g S a n J u a n w e w e r e m e t b y the S e ñ o r a 
de , i n a n o p e n c a r n a g e , c o m i n g w i t h her c h i l d r e n to 
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m e e t u s ; a n d t h o u g h s h e h a d t r a v e l l e d ' s ince s u n r i s e f r o m 
h e r h a c i e n d a , s h e a p p e a r e d a s if f r e s h l y ' d r e s s e d fo r a n 
e v e n i n g p a r t y ; h e r d r e s s , a m b e r - c o l o u r e d c r a p e , t r i m m e d 
w i t h w h i t e b l o n d e ; s h o r t s l e e v e s a n d déco l le tée ; ' a s e t of 
b e a u t i f u l N e a p o l i t a n s t r a w b e r r y - c o r a l , s e t i n g o l d , s t r a w -
c o l o n r e d s a t i n s h o e s , a n d a l i t t le C h i n a ' c r a p e s h a w l , 
ü idbrok lüt 'cd in b r i g h t i l o w c r s ; he r í i ; i !r 1 dreaded a n d 
u n c o v e r e d . 

W o s t o p p e d at t h e i r h n c i c u c l a of S o p n y u c a , nn o ld hòuàCf,' 
s t a n d i n g : s o U t a ' r y - i n the m i d s t o f g r e a t fields o f ' m a g u e y . 
I t h a s a s m a l l d e s e r t e d g a r d e n ad jo in ing* , a m o n g s t w h ó ¿ e 
t a n g l e d bushes1 a p r e t t y l i t t le t a m e d e e r w a s playing",: w i t h 
i t s h a l f - s t a r t l e d l o o k a n d : fu l l w i l d e y e . : W e f o u n d a n 
e x c e l l e n t b r e a k f a s t p r e p a r e d , a n d h e r e , fo r the first t i m e , 
I c o n c e i v e d t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of n o t d i s l i k i n g pu lque . ' W e 
v i a i t e d tho l a r g e b u i l d i n g s w h e r e it i s k e p t , a n d f o u n d it 
r a t h e r r e f r e s h i n g , w i t h a s w e e t t a s t e a n d a c r e a m y f r o t h 
u p o n it , ' a n d w i t h a m u c h l e s s d e c i d e d o d o ü r t h a n t h a t 
w h i c h i s s o l d i n M e x i c o . "' 

T h i s h a c i e n d a i s u n d e r the c h a r g e o f a n a d m i n i s t r a d o r , 
to w h o m — p a y s a l a r g e a n n u a l s u m , a n d w h o s e p l a c e 
i s b y n o m e a n s a s i n e c u r e , a s h e l i v e s i n p e r p e t u a l d a n g e r 
f r o m r o b b e r s . H e is c a p t a i n o f a t r o o p of s o l d i e r s , a n d 
a s h i s l i fe h a s b e e n s p e n t i n " p e r s e c u t i n g r o b b e r s , " h e i s 
a n o b j e c t of i n t e n s e h a t r e d to t h a t f r e e a n d i n d e p e n d e n t 
b o d y , a n d h a s s o m e t h o u g h t s of r e m o v i n g to a n o t h e r p a r t 
of the c o u n t r y , w h e r e h e m a y be m o r e t r a n q u i l . H e g a v e 
u s a t e r r i b l e a c c o u n t of t h e s e n i g h t a t t a c k s , o f t h e i n 
e f f e c t u a l p r o t e c t i o n a f fo rded h i m by t h e g o v e r n m e n t , a n d 
of the n e a r l y i n s u p e r a b l e d i f f icul t ies t h r o w n i n the w a y o f 
a n y a t t e m p t t o b r i n g t h e s e m e n to j u s t i c e . H e l a t e l y t o l d 
t h e p r e s i d e n t tha t he h a d s o m e t h o u g h t s o f j o i n i n g t h e 
robber** h i m s e l f , a s they w e r e the o n l y p e r s o n s i n t h e 
r e p u b l i c p r o t e c t e d by t h e g o v e r n m e n t . T h e p r e s i d e n t , 
h o w e v e r , i s n o t to b l a m e in t h i s m a t t e r . H e h a s u s e d 
e v e r y e n d e a v o u r to c h e c k t h e s e a b u s e s ; a n d d i f f icu l t ies 
h a v e b e e n t h r o w n in h i s w a y f r o m v e r y u n e x p e c t e d 
s o u r c e s . . . . 

A p ropos t o w h i c h , t h e c o n s u l to ld u s t h e o t h e r 
d a y , t h a t s o m e t i m e a g o , h a v i n g o c c a s i o n to c o n s u l t J u d g e 
— — u p o n a n a f fa i r of i m p o r t a n c e , h e w a s s h o w n into' ^ n 
a p a r t m e n t w h e r e t h a t f u n c t i o n a r y w a s e n g a g e d w i t h s o m e 
s u s p i c i o u s - l o o k i n g i n d i v i d u a l s , o r r a t h e r w h o w e r e a b o v e 
s u s p i c i o n , t h e i r a p p e a r a n c e p l a i n l y i n d i c a t i n g the i r c a l l i n g . 
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O n the tab le b e f o r e h i m l a y a n u m b e r of g u n s , s w o r d s , 
p i s t o l s , a n d a l l s o r t s of a r m s . T h e J u d g e r e q u e s t e d 
M p i í s i e u r de to be s e a t e d , o b s e r v i n g that h e w a s 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g a c a s e of r o b b e r y c o m m i t t e d b y t h e s e per 
s o n s . T h e r o b b e r s w e r e s e a t e d , s m o k i n g v e r y m u c h at 
t h e i r e a s e , a n d t h e J u d g e w a s e n j o y i n g t h e s a m e i n n o c e n t 
r o c r o a ü o n ; w h e n h i s v'mnv b o c o m i n ^ e x t i n g u i s h e d , o n e of 
t h e s e g e n t l e m e n t a k i n g h i s f r o m h i s m o u t h , I m n d e d it to 
t h e n i a g i s t r a t c , w h o r e l i g h t e d h i s p u r o ( c i g a r ) at i t , a n d 
r e t u r n e d i t w i t h a po l i te b o w . I n s h o r t , they w e r e c o m 
p le te ly h a n d i n g l o v e . !_/ 

• I n t h e e v e n i n g w e r e a c h e d S a n t i a g o , w h e r e w e n o w ' a r e , 
a b o u t e i g h t e e n l e a g u e s f r o m M e x i c o , a l a r g e h o u s e i n a 
w i l d - l o o k i n g c o u n t r y , s t a n d i n g in s o l i t a r y s t a t e , w i t h h i l l s 
b e h i n d , a n d r o c k s be fore i t , a n d s u r r o u n d e d by g r e a t 
u n c u l t i v a t e d p l a i n s a n d p a s t u r e - f i e l d s . E v e r y t h i n g i s en 
g r a n d e in th is d o m a i n . T h e r e i s a h a n d s o m e c h a p e l a n d 
s a c r i s t y ; a p l a z a de t o r o s ; h u n d r e d s of h o r s e s a n d m u l e s ; 
a n d b e t w e e n d e p e n d i e n t e s a n d h a n g e r s - o n , w e s a t d o w n , 
t h i r t y o r for ty p e o p l e , to d i n n e r . 

7 t h . — T h e v e r y d a y of o u r a r r i v a l , B e r n a r d o the M a t a 
d o r , w i t h h is m e n , a r r i v e d f r o m M e x i c o , b r i n g i n g the i r 
s u p e r b d r e s s e s w i t h (.hem, fo r the p u r p o s e of g i v i n g u s a 
c o u n t r y bu l l - f i gh t . A s a n h a c i e n d a of th is k i n d i s a n 
I m m e n s e e m p t y h o u s e , w i t h o u t f u r n i t u r e o r b o o k s , a l l the 
a m u s e m e n t is to be f o u n d e i t h e r o u t of d o o r s , o r i n l a r g e 
p a r t i e s i n the h o u s e ; a n d the u n o s t e n t a t i o u s h o s p i t a l i t y 
w h i c h e x i s t s i n t h i s a n d s o m e o t h e r o f the o ld f a m i l i e s , 
i s a p l e a s i n g r e m n a n t of S p a n i s h m a n n e r s a n d h a b i t s , 
n o w f a l l i n g i n t o d i s u s e , a n d s u c c e e d e d b y m o r e p re 
t e n s i o n to r e f i n e m e n t , a n d l e s s o f e i t h e r r e a l w e a l t h or 
s o c i a b i l i t y . 

I n the e v e n i n g h e r e , a l l a s s e m b l e In a l a r g e h a l l ; the 
S e ñ o r a de • p l a y i n g the p i a n o ; w h i l e the w h o l e p a r t y , 
a g e n t s , d e p e n d i e n t e s , m a j o r - d o m o , c o a c h m e n , m a t a d o r s , 
p i c a d o r s , a n d w o m e n - s e r v a n t s , a s s e m b l e , a n d p e r f o r m the 
d a n c e s of the c o u n t r y ; j a r a b e s , a f o r r a d o s , e n a n o s , p a l o 
m o s , z a p a t e r o s , e t c . , e t c . I t m u s t not b e s u p p o s e d t h a t in 
t h i s a p p a r e n t m i n g l i n g of r a n k s b e t w e e n m a s t e r s a n d 
s e r v a n t s , t h e r e i s the s l i g h t e s t w a n t of r e s p e c t o n t h e p a r t 
o f the l a t t e r ; o n the c o n t r a r y , t h e y s e e m to e x e r t t h e m 
s e l v e s , a s in d u t y b o u n d , for the a m u s e m e n t of the i r 
m a s t e r a n d h i s g u e s t s . T h e r e is_ n o t h i n g rgpub l ic f ln • in 
i t : no f e e l i n g of e q u a l i t y : a s fa r as; I l i a v e s e e n , t h a t i e e l -
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j n g d o e s not e x i s t h e r ^ e x c e p t bie^weeni pfiffpig gf ^ p . . s a m e 
r a n l J T " ' * ! t^ ís^mofe" I T E e s o m e r e m a i n s of t h e f e u d a l s y s t e m , 
wTTere t h e r e t a i n e r s s a t at t h e s a m e tab le w i t h the i r c h i e f , 
but b e l o w the s a l t . T h e d a n c e s a r e m o n o t o n o u s , w i t h 
s m a l l s t e p s a n d a g r e a t d e a l o f s h u f f l i n g , b u t the m u s i c 
i s r a t h e r p r e t t y , a n d s o m e of the d a n c e r s w e r e v e r y g r a c e 
fu l nnd j i ^ i l e ; a n d if il. w e r e n o t i n v i d i o u s to m a k e d i s 
t i n c t i o n s , w e might p a r L i c u l a r i z e l l c r n a r d o the M a t a d o r , 
the h e a d c o a c h m a n , a n d a h a n d s o m e p e a s a n t - g - i r l , w i t h a . 
s h o r t s c a r l e t a n d y e l l o w p e t t i c o a t , a n d a foot a n d a n k l e 
à la Vestris. T h e y w e r e a l l v e r y qu ie t , b u t s e e m e d i n a 
s t a t e of i n t e n s e e n j o y m e n t ; a n d s o m e of t h e m e n a c c o m 
p a n i e d t h e d a n c e r s o n the g u i t a r . • 

F i r s t t h e p l a y e r s t r i k e s u p in q u i c k t i m e , a n d the d a n c e r 
p e r f o r m s a q u i c k m o v e m e n t ; t h e n t h e m u s i c i a n a c c o m 
p a n i e s t h e m u s i c w i t h h i s v o i c e , a n d the d a n c e r g o e s 
t h r o u g h s o m e s l o w steps. . . S u c h i s t h e c a s e i n t h e A f o r 
r a d o or L i n i n g , a c u r i o u s n o m de t e n d r e s s e , e x p r e s s i v e , I 
s u p p o s e , of s o m e t h i n g - so f t a n d w e l l w a d d e d . T h e w o r d s 
a r e a s f o l l o w : 

i . 

Aforrado de m i v ida ! 
Come estás, como te và ? 

Como has pasado la noche, 
N o has tenido novedad? 

. • 2. 

Aforrado de m i v ida 1 
Y o te quisiera cantar, 

Pero mis ojos son tiernos, 
Y empazaran á l lorar. 

3-
De Guadalajara vengo, 

Lideando con un soldado, 
Solo por venir a ver 

A m i jarabe aforrado. 

4. 
Y vente con migfo, 

Y yo le daró 
Zapatos de raso 

Color de café. 

O f t h e s e p o e t i c a l s u b l i m i t i e s , a t r a n s l a t i o n a t once l i t e r a l 
a n d m e t r i c a l , w o u l d , w e t h i n k , d a m p the s p i r i t o f a 
C o l e r i d g e . 
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. Wn ln f f of my l i fe I 
; H o w f>re you? how dp you dq,? 

' ' H o w have you passed the n i ^ h t ? 
Have you met w i t h nothing' new? 

. . I . . J . ." F . 
2. 

" U m ^ , ^ my Hfd ..jr. 
.' To yoví 1 should l i ke to ^ i p g ; 
¡ • But that my eyes are weak, • 1 ; 
• -And tears m i g h t begin to spr ing . < ' 

• • . 3 _ . 

From Guadajajara fighting, 
" '> '' W i t h a soldier I came'on, 

M y wel l- l ined sweet syrup/ . r 
; í r ,J çítrpe to see yon alorje. , 

- And come then w i t h me, • ' • i 
• And» I w i l l g ive thee ^ ' 1 • 

: • i S m h fine shpes .of .satin, . 
),., íThe colour of tea. 

I t i s coffee, b u t y o u wi l l e x c u s e the p o e t i c a l l i c e n c e . T h e 
m u s i c m a r r i e d to t h i s " i m m o r t a l v e r s e , " I h a v e l e a r n e d 
by e a r , a n d s h a l l s e n d y.oij. Jn ¿ h v " p n a n o s " ( the d w a r f s ) 
t h e d a n c e r m a k e s .h imse l f U t i le , e v e r y t i m e the c h o r u s i s 
sung-. 

i . 
A h I que bonitos 

,Soo Jos çoanpp, 
I-os ,cl i iqmti tos 

y Mejicano?. .. ! 

2. 
Snlo la Miulu, 

Sale laJtW, 
:$a!e ql e^a.np, 

Con sp .2i(lea. 

3-
Los enanitos 

Se enojaron. 
Porque á l&s enanas 

Les pel l izcaron. 

T h e r e a r e m a n y m o r e v e r s e s , b u t I t h i n k y o u w i l l find 
t h e ^ e i q u i t e s a t i s f a c t o r y , " A h ! h o w p r e t t y ^ r e t h e d w a r / s , 
t h é : l i t t le :ppes( t h e M e x i c a n s ! O u t c o m e g the p r e t t y o p e , 
o u t c o m e s the u g l y one , o u t c o m e s t h e d w a r f w i t h fjiis 
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j a c k e t o f s k i n . T h e l i t t le h e - d w a r f s w e r e a n g r y , b e c a u s e 
s o m e o n e p i n c h e d t h e s h e - d w a r f s . " T h e r e i s a n o t h e r c a l l e d 
l h e T o t o , o f w h i c h the w o r d s a r e n o t v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g ; 
a n d t h e Z a p a t e r o , o r s h o e m a k e r , w a s v e r y w e l l d a n c e d b y 
a g e n t l e m a n w h o a c c o m p a n i e d h i m s e l f , a t the s a m e t i m e , 
on the g u i t a r . 

Y e s t e r d a y m o r n i i r w e s e t off in a b u r n i n g s u n , o v e r a 
p e r f e c t E g y p t i a n d e s e r t , to v i s i t t h e f a m o u s a r c h e s of 
C e m p o a l a , a m a g n i f i c e n t w o r k , w h i c h w e a re t o l d h a d 
g r e a t l y e x c i t e d the a d m i r a t i o n of R i r . P o i n s e t t w h e n i n 
t h i s c o u n t r y . T h i s a q u e d u c t , the o b j e c t of w h o s e c o n 
s t r u c t i o n w a s to s u p p l y t h e s e a r i d p l a i n s w i t h w a t e r , w a s 
t h e w o r k of a S p a n i s h F r a n c i s c a n f r i a r , a n d h a s n e v e r 
beeri e n t i r e l y c o n c l u d e d . W e t r a v e l l e d a b o u t s i x l e a g u e s , 
a n d s a t t h e r e for h o u r s , l o o k i n g u p a t t h e g r e a t s t o n é 
a r c h e s , w h i c h s e e m l i k e a w o r k of g i a n t s . 

I n t h e a f t e r n o o n w e a l l r o d e to t h e P l a z a de T o r o s . 
T h e e v e n i n g w a s c o o l , a n d o u r h o r s e s g o o d , t h e r o a d 
p r e t t y a n d s h a d y , a n d the p l a z a i tse l f a most ' p i c t u r e s q u e 
e n c l o s u r e , . s u r r o u n d e d b y lo f ty t rees . C h a i r s w e r e p l a c e d 
for u s o n u r a i s e d p l a t f o r m ; a n d the b r i g h t g r e e n . o f the 
t r e e s , the f l a s h i n g d r e s s e s of the t o r e a d o r s , the r o a r i n g 
of the f ierce b u l l s , the s p i r i t e d h o r s e s , the m u s i c a n d t h e 
c r i e s ; the I n d i a n s s h o u t i n g f r o m the t r e e s u p w h i c h t h e y 
h a d c l i m b e d ; a l l f o r m e d a s c e n e of s a v a g e g r a n d e u r , w h i c h 
for a s h o r t t i m e a t l e a s t i s i n t e r e s t i n g . B e r n a r d o Wjas 
d r e s s e d in b l u e s a t i n a n d g o l d ; the p i c a d o r s in b l a c k a n d 
s i l v e r ; the o t h e r s in m a r o o n - c o l o u r e d s a t i n a n d g o l d ; a j j 
t h o s e o n foot w e a r k n e e - ' b r e e c h e s a n d w h i t e , s i l k s t o c k i n g s , 
a ' l i t t l e b l a c k c a p w i t h r i b b o n s ^ a n d a p l a i t o f h a i r s t r e a m 
i n g d o w n b e h i n d . T h e h o r s e s ' w e r e g e n e r a l l y g o o d , á n d 
a s e a c h n e w a d v e r s a r y a p p e a r e d , peemed to p a r t i c í p a t e i n 
t h e e n t h u s i a s m of the i r r i d e r s . O n e b u l l a f t e r a n o t h e r w a s 
•dr iven in r o a r i n g , a n d a s h e r e they a r e g e n e r a l l y fierce, > 
a n d t h e i r h o r n s not ib lunted a s in M e x i c o , it i s a m u c h ' 
m o r e d a n g e r o u s af fa i r . T h e bu l l s w e r e n o t k i l l e d , b u t ' 
w e r e suf f ic ien t ly t o r m e n t e d . O n e s t u c k fu l l o f ' a r r o w s 
a n d fireworks, a l l a d o r n e d w i t h r i b b o n s a n d c o l o u r e d 
p a p e r , m a d e a . s u d d e n s p r i n g o v e r a n i m m e n s e l y 1 h i g h 
w a l l , a n d d a s h e d in to t h e w o o d s . I t h o u g h t a f t e r w a r d s 
of t h i s u n f o r t u n a t e a n i m a l , h o w i t m u s t h a v e 'been 
w a n d e r i n g a b o u t a l l n i g h t , b e l l o w i n g w i t h ¡pa in , t h e 
c o n c e a l e d a r r o w s p i e r c i n g i t s flesh, a n d l o o k i n g l i k e g a y 

• o r n a m e n t s ; 
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• " S o , when the watch fu l shepherd, f rom the b l ind, 

Wounds w i t h a random shaft the careless h ind , 
Distracted w i t h her pain, she flies the woods, 

; Bounds o'er the lawn, and seeks the silent floods— 
W i t h fruit less care ; for st i l l the fata l dart 
Sticks in her side, and rankles in her hear t . " 

Jf the a r r o w s JmU sLuok luu iW.cp, ¡ iml Umt d m bu l ! emi ld 
n o t r u b t h e m off a g a i n s t t h e t r e e s , he m u s t h a v e b led to 
'death . H a d h e r e m a i n e d , h i s fa te w o u l d h a v e been be t te r , 
f o r w h e n the a n i m a l i s e n t i r e l y e x h a u s t e d t h e y t h r o w h im 
d o w n w i t h a l a s o , a n d p u l l i n g o u t the a r r o w s p u t o i n t m e n t 
o n the w o u n d s . 

T h e s k i l l of t h e m e n is s u r p r i s i n g - ; b u t the m o s t c u r i o u s 
p a r t of the e x h i b i t i o n w a s w h e n a c o a c h m a n of ' s , a 
s t r o n g , h a n d s o m e M e x i c a n , m o u n t e d o n the b a c k of a 
fierce b u l l , w h i c h p l u n g e d a n d flung h i m s e l f a b o u t a s if 
p o s s e s s e d by a l e g i o n of d e m o n s , a n d f o r c e d the a n i m a l 
to g a l l o p r o u n d a n d r o u n d the a r e n a . T h e bu l l i s first 
c a u g h t b y the l a s o , a n d t h r o w n o n h i s s i d e , s t r u g g l i n g 
f u r i o u s l y . T h e m a n m o u n t s w h i l e h e i s s t i l l o n the 
g r o u n d . A t the s u m e m o m e n t t h e l a s o i s w i t h d r a w n , a n d 
t h e b u l l s t a r t s u p , m a d d e n e d by f e e l i n g the w e i g h t of h is 
u n u s u a l b u r d e n . T h e r ider m u s t d i s m o u n t i n the s a m e 
w a y , t h e bu l l b e i n g first t h r o w n d o w n , o t h e r w i s e he w o u l d 
be g o r e d in a m o m e n t . I t i s t e r r ib ly d a n g e r o u s , f o r if 
t h e m a n w e r e to l o s e h i s s e a t , h i s d e a t h i s n e a r l y c e r t a i n ; 
b u t t h e s e M e x i c a n s a r e s u p e r b r i d e r s . A m o n k , w h o i s 
a t t a c h e d to the e s t a b l i s h m e n t , s e e m s a n a r d e n t a d m i r e r of 
t h e s e s p o r t s , a n d h i s p r e s e n c e i s u s e f u l , i n c a s e o f a 
d a n g e r o u s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r i n g , w h i c h i s not u n f r e q u e n t . 
, T h e a m u s e m e n t w a s s u d d e n l y i n t e r r u p t e d by s u d d e n d a r k 
n e s s , a n d a t r e m e n d o u s s t o r m of r a i n a n d t h u n d e r , i n the 
m i d s t o f w h i c h w e m o u n t e d o u r h o r s e s , a n d g a l l o p e d h o m e . 

T U L A N S I N G O , 8th. 

/ A n o t h e r bu l l - f ight l a s t e v e n i n g ! I t i s l i k e p u l q u e ; one 
' m a k e s w r y f a c e s a t it a t first, a n d t h e n b e g i n s to l i k e it. 

O n e t h i n g w c s o o n d i s c o v e r e d ; w h i c h w a s , t h a t the b u l l s , 
if s o i n c l i n e d , c o u l d l e a p u p o n o u r p l a t f o r m , a s they o c c a 
s i o n a l l y s p r a n g o v e r a w a l l t w i c e a s h i g h . T h e r e w a s a 
p a r t of t h e s p e c t a c l e r a t h e r too h o r r i b l e . T h e h o r s e of 
o n e of t h e p i c a d o r s w a s g o r e d , h i s s i d e t o r n u p b y the 
b u l l ' s h o r n s , a n d in t h i s s t a t e , s t r e a m i n g w i t h b l o o d , he 
w a s f o r c e d to g a l l o p r o u n d the c i r c l c . -

W e s p e n t o n e d a y i n v i s i t i n g O m a t u s c o , a n h a c i e n d a 
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b e l o n g i n g to t h e S e ñ o r a T a , s i t u a t e d i n the p l a i n s of 
A p a n , a n d f a m o u s for t h e s u p e r i o r e x c e l l e n c e of i t s 
p u l q u e . T h e o r g a n a s , the n o p a l , a n d g r e a t fields of 
m a g u e y , c o n s t i t u t e the c h i e f v e g e t a t i o n fo r m a n y m i l e s 
r o u n d . T h e h a c i e n d a i tse l f , a fine l a r g e b u i l d i n g , s t a n d s 
lonely UIKI b l e a k in the inid.st of m a g u e y s . A fine c h a p e l , 
left u n f i n i s h e d s i n c e her h u s b a n d ' s d e a t h , a t t r a c t e d o u r 
a t t e n t i o n by i t s s i m p l e a r c h i t e c t u r e a n d u n p r e t e n d i n g 
e l e g a n c e . I t i s n e a r l y i m p o s s i b l e to c o n c e i v e , a n y t h i n g 
m o r e l o n e l y t h a n a r e s i d e n c e h e r e m u s t b e ; o r in f a c t in 
a n y of t h e h a c i e n d a s s i t u a t e d o n these g r e a t p l a i n s of 
O t u m b a a n d A p a n . 

T h i s m o r n i n g w e * se t off fo r T u l a n s i n g o , i n four 
c à r r i a g e s - a n d - s i x , c o n t a i n i n g the w h o l e f a m i l y , o u r s e l v e s , 
m a i d s , a n d c h i l d r e n , p a d r e a n d n u r s e r y g o v e r n e s s ; r e l a y s 
b e i n g p l a c e d a l l a l o n g the r o a d , w h i c h w e t r a v e r s e d a t f u l l 
g a l l o p . B u t i n c r o s s i n g s o m e g r e a t p a s t u r e - f i e l d s , the 
d r i v e r s , o f t w o of t h e c a r n a g e s b e g a n to r a c e ; one of t h e 
h o r s e s fe l l a n d t h r e w the p o s t i l i o n ; the c a r r i a g e i tse l f w a s 
o v e r t u r n e d , a n d t h o u g h n o n e of t h e i n m a t e s w e r e i n j u r e d , 
the p o o r moao Was te r r ib ly w o u n d e d in h i s h e a d a n d l e g s . 
N o a s s i s t a n c e b e i n g n e a r , h e c h a n g e d p l a c e s w i t h o n e of 
the m e n o n h o r s e b a c k , a n d w a s b r o u g h t o n s l o w l y . 
. A b o u t , th ree i n t h e a f t e r n o o n w e a r r i v e d a t T u l a n s i n g o , 
r a t h e r a n i m p o r t a n t c i t y in i t s w a y , a n d w h i c h h a s . b e e n t h e 
thea t re of m a n y r e v o l u t i o n a r y e v e n t s , ; w i t h v a r i o u s s t r e e t s 
a n d s h o p s , a h a n d s o m e c h u r c h ; a l c a l d e s , a p r e f e c t , • e t c . 
T h e r e a p p e a r to be s o m e f e w g o o d h o u s e s a n d d e c e n t 

I f a m i l i e s , a n d c l e a n , s m a l l s h o p s , a n d t h e r e a r e p r e t t y , 
s h a d y w a l k s i n the e n v i r o n s ; a n d t h o u g h t h e r e a r e a l s o 

, p len ty .of m i s e r a b l e d w e l l i n g s a n d d i r t y p e o p l e , it i s a l t o 
g e t h e r r a t h e r a c i v i l i z e d p l a c e . T h e h o u s e of , w h i c h 
s t a n d s w i t h i n a c o u r t y a r d , a n d is the house par excellence, 
is v e r y h a n d s o m e , w i t h l i t t le f u r n i t u r e , b u t w i t h s o m e 

' r e m n a n t s of l u x u r y . T h e d i n i n g - h a l l i s a nob le r o o m , 
w i t h b e a u t i f u l C h i n e s e p a p e r , o p e n i n g i n t o a g a r d e n , w h i c h 
is t h e b o a s t of the r e p u b l i c , a n d i s i n d e e d s i n g u l a r l y p r e t t y , 
a n d k e p t , in b e a u t i f u l o r d e r , w i t h g r a v e l w a l k s a n d fine 
t r e e s , c l e a r t a n k s a n d s p a r k l i n g f o u n t a i n s , a n d a n e x t r a -

; o r d i n a r y p r o f u s i o n of the m o s t b e a u t i f u l flowers, r o s e s 
e s p e c i a l l y . T h e r e i s s o m e t h i n g e x t r e m e l y o r i e n t a l i n i t s 

1 a p p e a r a n c e , a n d the f o u n t a i n s a r e o r n a m e n t e d w i t h C h i n a 
v a s e s a n d C h i n e s e figures of g r e a t v a l u e . W a l k i n g a l o n g 
u n d e r a r c h e s f o r m e d by r o s e - b u s h e s , a s m a l l c o l u m n of 
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w a t e r s p o u t e d f o r t h f r o m e a c h b u s h , s p r i n k l i n g u s a l l o v e r 
w i t h i t s s h o w e r s . B u t t h e p r e t t i e s t t h i n g i n the g a r d e n 
-n a ' ^ r e a t t a n k of c l e a r w a t e r , e n c l o s e d o n thrfee s i d e s by 
«aMChmese b u i l d i n g , r o u n d w h i c h r u n s a p iazza w i t h s tone 
•p i l l a rs , s h a d e d by a d r a p e r y of w h i t e c u r t a i n s . ' C o m f o r t -
À b \ t w c n - c u é h i o n e d s o f a s a r e a r r a n g e d a l o n g , the p iazza ' , 
w h i c h o p e n s i n t o a l a r g e r o o m , w h e r e o n e m a y d r e a s af ter 
i^atíhing; i I t is the p r e t t i e s t a n d c o o l e s t r e t r e a t p o s s i b l e , 
a n d ' - e n t i r e l y s u r r o u n d e d b y t r e e s a n d r o s e s . H e r e one 
m a y l ie 'at n o o n d a y , w i t h the s u n and. the w o r l d c o m 
p le te ly 'sjhut ou t . T h e y c a l l t h i s a n E n g l i s h g a r d e n , t h a n 
w h i c h it r a t h e r r e s e m b l e s t h e s u m m e r r e t r e a t o f a s u l t a n . 
i ' ^ W h e n .we a r r i v e d , w e f o u n d d i n n e r l a i d for forty 
. p e r s o n s , ' a n d t h e t a b l e o r n a m e n t e d by the t a s t e o f . the 
gfi t fdener, w i t h p y r a m i d s of b e a u t i f u l , flowers, i 

<'I h a v e n o w f o r m e d a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h m a n y M e x i c a n 
d i s h e s ; m o l é ( m e a t s t e w e d i n r e d c h i l e ) , b o i l e d n o p a l , f r i ed 
b à n à n a s , g r e e n c h i l e , e t c . T h e n : . w e ' i n v a r i a b l y h a v e 
f r i j o l e s • ( b r o w n b e a n s s t e w e d ) , hot t o r t i l l a s — a n d th is 
Ibcing i n the c o u n t r y , t m l q u c i s the . u n i v e r s a l b e v e r a g e . 
I n M e x i c o , t o r t i l l a s a n d p u l q u e a r e c o n s i d e r e d u n f a s j i i o n -
a b l e , t h o u g h b o t h a r e to be m e l ^ w i t h o c c a s i o n a l l y , i n s o m e 
of t h e b d s t o ld h o u s e s . - T h e y h a v e h e r e a m o s t d e l i c i o u s 
Spçcies of c r e a m c h e e s e m a d e by the I n d i a n s , a n d . a t e w i t h 
v i r g i n h o n e y . I b e l i e v e t h e r e i s a n i n t e r m i x t u r e of g o a t s ' 
r i i i l k i n i t ; b u t the I n d i a n f a m i l i e s w h o m a k e i t , a n d w h o 
h i v e , b e e n of fered l a r g e s u m s fo r the r e c e i p t , find i t m o r e 
p r o f i t a b l e to k e e p t h e i r s e c r e t . 
. , ; / . iEvery ^dinner h a s p u c h e r o i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w i n g , the 
s o u p ; . c o n s i s t i n g of b o i l e d m u t t o n , bee f , b a c o n , f o w l s , 
g a f c b a n z o s , (à w h i t e b e a n ) , s m a l l g o u r d s , p o t a t o e s , boi led 
¡péars, g r e e n s , a n d a n y o t h e r v e g e t a b l e s ; a p i e c e of éach 
p u t o h y o u r p l a t e a t the s a m e time¿ and> a c c o m p a n i e d by 
a s a u c e of hci^bs o r t o m a t o e s . 

. A s fo r f r u i t s , w e h a v t n i a n i u y s , c l i i r i m o y n s , ^ r a n a d l t a s , 
\ v h i t e a n d b l a c k z a p o t e s ; t h e b l a c k , s w e e t , w i t h a g r e e n 
.Stkin a n d b l a c k . p u l p , .and w i t h b l a c k s t o n e s in i t ; the whi te 
i rese tnb l ing l l i t i r i o u t w a r d a p p e a r a n c e a n d f o r m , b u t w i t h 
a-xvhite. p u l p , a n d t h e . ke rne l , w h i c h is s a i d to b e p o i s o n o u s , 
i s v e r y l a r g e , r o u n d , a n d ' w h i t e . I t b e l o n g s to a l a r g e r 
a n d m o r e lea fy t ree t h a n t h e b l a c k z a p o t e , a n d g r o w s in 
o o l d .o r í i t empera te c l i m a t e s ; w h e r e a s t h e o t h e r i s a n a t i v e 
p f ¿ i e r r a c a l i e n t e . T h e n t h e r e i s the c h i c o z a p o t e , o f the 
i s a m e f a m i l y , w i t h a w h i t i s h - s k i n , a n d a w h i t e o r r o s e -
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t i n g e d p u l p ; t h i s a l s o b e l o n g s to the w a r m , reg ióos* ; -TihG 
c a p u l í n , or M e x i c a n c h e r r y ; t h e m a n g o , o f , w h i c h t h e / b e s t 
c o m e . f r o m O r i z a b a a n d C o r d o v a ; - the>«cayote, - . .etc. , : • i O f 
t h e s e I p r e f e r the c h i r i m o y a , z a p o t e b l a n c o , g r a n a d i t a ^ a n d 
m a n g o ; b u t t h i s i s a m a t t e r o f t a s t e . , , 

12th .—We h a v e s p e n t s o m e d a y s h e r e v e r y p l ç a s a n t l y ; 
r i d i n g a m o n g s t the hi l ln i n the n e i g h b o u r h o o d , e x p l o r i n g 
c a v e s , v i e w i n g w a t e r f a l l s , a n d . : c l i m b i n g o n foot o r . o n 
h o r s e b a c k , w h e r e v e r foot o r h o r s e c o u l d p e n e t r a t e . ..Nio 
h a b i t s to be w o r n i n t h e s e p a r t s , ias I f o u n d f r o m e x p e r i 
e n c e , a f t e r b e i n g c a u g h t u p o n a: g i g a n t i c ; m a g u e y , a n d m y 
g o w n t o r n i n t w o . I t i s c e r t a i n l y á l w a y s the w i s e s t plaft 
to a d o p t the c u s t o m s of the c o u n t r y o n e l i v e s i n . • A d r e s s 
e i t h e r o f stuff , s u c h a s m e r i n o , o r of m u s l i n , , a s s h o r t ' . a s it 
i s u s u a l l y , w o r n , a r e b o s o t ied o v e r o n e s h o u l d e r , i^nd ia 
l a r g e s t r a w h a t , i s a b o u t the m o s t c o n v e n i e n t c o s t i j n i e 
t h a t c a n be a d o p t e d . T h e h o r s e s a r e s m a l l , - b u t - s t r o n g i , 
s p i r i t e d , a n d w e l l - m a j á e ; g e n e r á l l y u n s h o d , w h i c h t h e y : s a y 
m a k e s t h e m o t i o n m o r e a g r e e a b l e ; a n d a l m o s t ' a l l , a t ¡ l e a s t 
a l l l a d i e s ' , h o r s e s , o re t a u g h t t h e p a s o , w h i c h ;1 find t i r e 
s o m e í o r a c o n t i n u a n c e , t h o u g h a - g o o d p a s o - h o r s e - v^ill 
k e e p u p w i t h o t h e r s tha t g a l l o p , a n d f o r a l o n g e r t i m e . ' 1 

T h e g r e a t a m u s e m e n t h e r e in the: e v e n i n g i s p l a y i n g - a t 
j u e g o s d e p r e n d a s , g a m e s w i t h f o r f e i t s , w h i c h I r e c o m 
m e n d to a l l w h o w i s h to m a k e a r a p i d i m p r o v e m e n t i n t h e 
S p a n i s h t o n g u e . L a s t n i g h t , b e i n g d e s i r e d to n a m e a 
for fe i t f o r the p a d r e , T c o n d e m n e d h i m t ò d a n c e !the j d r d b e , 
o f w h i c h he jper fo rmed a f e w •steps i n h i s l o n g g ò w n ' ahd 
g i r d l e , w i t h e q u a l a w k w a r d n e s s a n d g o o d n a t u r e . - W e ' m e t 
t o - d a y t h e p r e t t i e s t l i t t le ranchera1, ' a f a r m e r ' s w i f è ' o r 
d a u g h t e r , r i d i n g i n f r o n t o f a mozo, o n the s a m e <h'orse, 
t h e i r u s u a l m o d e , d r e s s e d i n a s h o r t , e m b r o i d e r e d m u s l i n 
p e t t i c o a t , w h i t e s a t i n s h o e s , a pear).: n e c k l a c e , a n d e a r 
r i n g s , a r e b o s o , a n d a l a r g e r o u n d s t r a w . h a t . T h e l a d l e s 
s i t the i r horse: o n a co'nLrury s i d e to o u r f a s h i o n . T h e y 
h a v e g e n e r a l l y a d o p t e d E n g l i s h s a d d l e s , b u t the f a r m e r s ' 
w i v e s f r e q u e n t l y s i t in a s o r t o f c h a i r , w h i c h t h e y find 
m u c h m o r e c o m m o d i o u s . 

S o m e c o u n t r y l a d i e s , w h o a t t e n d e d m a s s i n the c h a p e l 
t h i s m o r n i n g , w e r e d r e s s e d in v e r y s h o r t c l e a r w h i t e m u s l i n 
g o w n s , v e r y m u c h s t a r c h e d , a n d só d i s p o s e d a s to s h o w 
t w o u n d e r - p e t t i c o a t s , a l s o stiffly s t a r c h e d , ; a n d t r i m m e d 
w i t h l a c e , t h e i r s h o e s c o l o u r e d s a t i n . ' C o n s i d e r e d a s a , 
c o s t u m e of t h e i r o w n , I b e g i n to t h i n k it r a t h e r p r e t t y . 
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T h e o l d e s t w o m e n h e r e o r i p M e x i c o n e v e r w e a r c a p s ; 
n o t h i n g b u t the i r o w n g r a y h a i r , s o m e t i m e s c u t shor t , 
s o m e t i m e s t u r n e d u p w i t h a c o m b , a n d not u n u s u a l l y tied 
b e h i n d in a p i g t a i l . T h e r e i s n o a t t e m p t to c o n c e a l the 
r a v a g e s of t ime . . . . 

I t a p p e a r s to m e , t h a t a m o n g s t t h e y o u n g g i r l s here 
. there i s not t h a t d e s i r e to e n t e r u p o n the c a r e s o f matr i 
m o n y , w h i c h i s to be o b s e r v e d in m a n y o t h e r count r i es . 
T h e o p p r o b i o u s ep i the t of " o l d m a i d " i s u n k n o w n . A 
g i r l i s not t h e l e s s a d m i r e d b e c a u s e s h e h a s b e e n ten or a 
d o z e n y e a r s i n s o c i e t y ; t h e m o s t s e v e r e r e m a r k m a d e on 
h e r i s tha t s h e i s " h a r d to p l e a s e . " N o o n e c a l l s her 
p a s s ê e , o r l o o k s o u t for a n e w face to a d m i r e . I have 
s e e n no c o u r t i n g of the y o u n g m e n e i t h e r in m o t h e r s or 
d a u g h t e r s ; n o m a t c h - m a k i n g m a m m a s , o r d a u g h t e r s look
i n g , o u t for the i r o w n i n t e r e s t s . I n f a c t , y o u n g people 
h a v e s o f e w o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f b e i n g t o g e t h e r , tha t M e x i c a n 
m a r r i a g e s m u s t be m a d e i n h e a v e n ; f o r I s e e n o oppor
t u n i t y o f b r i n g i n g t h e m a b o u t upon e a r t h ! T h e young 
m e n ' w h e n t h e y d o m e e t w i t h y o u n g l a d i e s in soc ie ty , 
a p p e a r d e v o t e d to a n d v e r y m u c h a f r a i d of t h e m . - I know 
b u t o n e l a d y i n M e x i c o w h o h a s the r e p u t a t i o n o f h a v i n g 
m a n o e u v r p d a l l h e r d a u g h t e r s in to g r e a t m a r r i a g e s ; but 
she i s so c l e v e r , a n d h e r d a u g h t e r s w e r e s u c h beaut ies , 

l t h a t . i t c a n h a v e c o s t her n o t r o u b l e ; a s for f l i r t a t ion , the 
I n a m e i s u n k n o w n , a n d t h e t h i n g . 

I h a v e b e e n t a k i n g l e s s o n s i n the I n d i a n d a n c e s from 
Doflu, U - n ; l lu iy a r e not u u g r u c e f u i , b u t l a z y and 
i n o n o t o n o u s . , . . • _ -¡I • 
. O n e v e r y d o o r i n th is h o u s e there i s a p r i n t e d p a p e r to 
the f o l l o w i n g e f f e c t : 

' "Quien á esta casa da luz? Jesus. 
;.. Ouicn la Wcna. do alegria? Mariu. 

Y quica la ubraza cu lu fé? Junó. 
. Luçgo líien claro se vé 

Que siempre habrá contrición, 
Teniendo en la corazón, 

• A Jesus, Maria, y José." 

: '> " W h o gives light to this house? Jesus. 
Who fills it with joy? Mary. 
Who kindles faith in i t? Joseph. 
Then we see very clearly 
That there wil l always be contrition, 
Keeping in our hearts, 
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph." 
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T h e s e a r c w r i t t e n i n v e r s e , a n d b e l o w : " T h e m o s t i l lus-; 

tr ious B i s h o p of M o n t e - R e y , D o n F r a y José de J e s u s 
M a r i a B a l a u n z a r a n , h e r e b y o r d a i n s a n d g r a n t s , a l o n g w i t h 
the B i s h o p s of P u e b l a , D u r a n g o , V a l l a d o l i d . a n d G u a d a l a 
j a r a , t w o h u n d r e d d a y s of i n d u l g e n c e to a l l t h o s e w h o 
devout ly r e p e a t the a b o v e e j a c u l a t i o n , a n d i n v o k e t h e 
sweet n a m e s of M a r y , J e s u s , a n d J o s e p h . " . . . T h e 
people h e r e h a v e c e r t a i n l y a p o e t i c a l v e i n i n the i r c o m 
posi t ion . E v e r y t h i n g - i s p u t into v e r s e — s o m e t i m e s 
d o g g e r e l , l i k e t h e a b o v e ( in w h i c h luz r h y m i n g w i t h Jésus , 
s h o w s t h a t the z i s p r o n o u n c e d h e r e l i k e a n s ) , o c c a s i o n a l l y 
a l i t t le be t te r , b u t a l w a y s i n r h y m e . 

W e w e n t t h i s e v e n i n g to v i s i t the C o u n t e s s del • — — ; 
who h a s a h o u s e in t h e v i l l a g e . F o u n d h e r in b e d , f e v e r 
ish , a n d m a k i n g u s e of s i m p l e r e m e d i e s , s u c h a s h e r b s , 
the k n o w l e d g e a n d u s e of w h i c h h a v e d e s c e n d e d f r o m the 
anc ient I n d i a n s to t h e p r e s e n t l o r d s of the s o i l . T h e 
S p a n i s h h i s t o r i a n s w h o h a v e w r i t t e n u p o n the c o n q u e s t of 
M e x i c o , a l l m e n t i o n the k n o w l e d g e w h i c h t h e M e x i c a n 
p h y s i c i a n s h a d of h e r b s . I t w a s s u p p o s e d by t h e s e l a s t , 
that for e v e r y i n f i r m i t y t h e r e w a s a r e m e d y i n the h e r b s 
of t h e field; a n d to a p p l y t h e m a c c o r d i n g to the n a t u r e 
of the m a l a d y , w a s the c h i e f s c i e n c e of t h e s e p r i m i t i v e 
p r o f e s s o r s of m e d i c i n e . M u c h w h i c h i s n o w u s e d i n 
E u r o p e a n p h a r m a c y is due to the r e s e a r c h of M e x i c a n 
d o c t o r s ; s u c h a s s a r s a p a r i l l a , j a l a p , f r i a r s ' r h u b a r b , 
m e c l i a a c a n , e t c . ; a l s o v a r i o u s e m e t i c s , a n t i d o t e s to p o i s o n , 
r e m e d i e s a g a i n s t f e v e r , a n d a n inf ini te n u m b e r of p l a n t s , 
m i n e r a l s , g u m s , a n d s i m p l e m e d i c i n e s . A s fo r the i r i n f u 
s i o n s , d e c o c t i o n s , o i n t m e n t s , p l a s t e r s , o i l s , e t c . , C o r t e s 
h imse l f m e n t i o n s the w o n d e r f u l n u m b e r o f t h e s e w h i c h he 
s a w in t h e M e x i c a n m a r k e t f o r s a l e . F r o m c e r t a i n t r e e s 
they d i s t i l l e d b a l s a m s ; a n d d r e w a b a l s a m i c l i q u i d both 
f rom a d e c o c t i o n of the b r a n c h e s , a n d f r o m the b a r k 
steeped i n w a t e r . B l e e d i n g a n d b a t h i n g w e r e the i r o t h e r 
favour i te r e m e d i e s . T h e c o u n t r y - p e o p l e b r e a t h e d a v e i n 
wi th a m a g u e y - p o i n t , a n d w h e n t h e y c o u l d n o t find l e e c h e s , 
s u b s t i t u t e d the p r i c k l e s of t h e A m e r i c a n - h e d g e h o g . 

B e s i d e s b a t h i n g i n the r i v e r s , l a k e s , t a n k s , a n d f o u n 
t a i n s , t h e y u s e d a b a t h w h i c h i s s t i l l to be s e e n in m a n y 
I n d i a n v i l l a g e s , a n d w h i c h t h e y c a l l the t e m e z c a l l i . I t i s 
m a d e of u n b a k e d b r i c k s ; i t s f o r m is th a t o f a b a k e r ' s 
oven , a b o u t e i g h t feet w i d e a n d s i x h i g h ; t h e p a v e m e n t 
ra ther c o n v e x , a n d l o w e r t h a n the s u r f a c e of the s o i l . A 
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p e r s o n c a n e n t e r this1 b a t h o\\[y- o n h i s k n e e s . O p p o s i t e 
t h e e{ntry i i a> s t o n e or b r i c k s tove^ i t s o p e n i n g t o w a r d s the 
é x i e r i p c i i ò f the b a t h , w i t h a ho le t o le t o u t t h e s m o k e . 
B e f o r e the b a t h i s p r e p a r e d , the floor i n s i d e i s covered 
w i t h a m a t , o n w h i c h i s p laned a j a r o f w a t e r , son ic herbs 

s t o n e s w h i c h up i te it w i t h the b a t h b e c o m e r e d - h o t . W h e n 
t h e bather , e n t e r s t h e e n t r y is c l o s e d , a n d t h e on ly opening 
leffe i i s a h o l e a t the Mop .of t h e v a u l t , w h i c h , w h e n the 
s m o k e of the o v e n h a s p a s s e d t h r o u g h , i s a l s o s h u t . T h e y 
t h e n p o u r w a t e r u p o n t h e r e d - h o t s t q u e s , f r o m w h i c h a 
t h i c k v a p o u r a r i s e s , w h i c h fills the t e m e z c a l l i . T h e bather 
t h e n t h r o w s h i m s e l f on t h e m a t , a n d d r a w i n g d o w n the 
s t e a m w i t h the h e r b s a n d m a i z e , w e t s t h e m in t h e tepid 
w a t e r o f the j a r , a n d if h e h a s a n y p a i n , a p p l i e s t h e m to 
t h e p a r t a f fected. T h i s h a v i n g - p r o d u c e d p e r s p i r a t i o n , the 
d o o r i s ^opened, a n d the w e l l - b a k e d p a t i e n t c o m e s o u t and 
d r e s s e s . F o r • f e v e v s , for. b a d c o l d s , for t h e b i te o f , a 
p o i s o n o u s a n i m a l , ! t h i s i s s a i d to bè a c e r t a i n c u r e ; a lso 
f o r a c u t e r h e u m a t i s m . 

F o r the c u r e o f w o u n d s , the S p a n i a r d s f o u n d the 
M e x i c a n . rcmecj ies m o s t e l l i e a c i o u s . C o r t e s h i m s e l f w a s 
c u r e d b y o n e of, t h e i r d o c t o r s of a s e v e r e w o u n d i n the 
h e a d , r e c e i v e d a t O t u m b a , t h r o u g h w h i c h w e la te ly p a s s e d . 
F p r f r a c t u r e s , for h u m o u r s , for e v e r y t h i n g they h a d their 
f d m e d y ; s o m e t i m e s p u l v e r i z i n g the s e e d s of p l a n t s , and 
a t t r i b u t i n g m u c h of the i r e f f icacy to t h e s u p e r s t i t i o u s cere
m o n i e s a n d p r a y e r s w h i c h they u s e d w h i t e a p p l y i n g them, 
e s p e c i a l l y : t h o s e w h i c h t h e y of fered u p to T z a p o t l a t e n a n , 
t h e g o d d e s s o f m e d i c i n e . 
. . :A g r e a t d e a l o f t h i s k n o w l e d g e i s st i l l p r e s e r v e d a m o n g s t 

t h e i r d e s c e n d a n t s , a n d c o n s i d e r e d e f l i c a c i o u s . F o r every 
i l l n e s g , t h e r e i s a n h e r b , f o r e v e r y a c c i d e n t a r e m e d y . 
JJ&ths a r e in c o n s t a n t u s e , a U h o u g h t h e s e t e m e z c a l l i s are 
C0Afme4 to t h e I n d i a n s . I n e v e r y f a m i l y t h e r e i s some 
k n o w l e d g e of s i m p l e m e d i c i n e , v e r y n e c e s s a r y , in h a c i e n 
d a s e s p e c i a l l y , w h e r e n o p h y s i c i a n c a n p o s s i b l y be 
p r o c u r e d . 

T h e r e i s a h i l l u p o n 's . p r o p e r t y , s a i d to con ta in 
m u c h b u r i e d t r e a s u r e . T h e r e a r e m a n y t r a d i t i o n s h e r e of 
t h U . c o n c e a l e d I n d i a n w e a l t h , b u t v e r y l i t t le g o l d h a s been 
a c t u a l l y . r e c o v e r e d f r o m t h e s e m o u n t a i n - t o m b s . B u r i e d 
g o l c j . h a ç o c c a s i o n a l l y c o m e to l i g h t ; n o t by r e s e a r c h e s in 
t h e m o u n t a i n s , fo r few a r e r a s h e n o u g h to t h r o w a w a y 
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their m o n e y i n s e a r c h of w h a t w o u l d p r o b a b l y p r o v e a n 
i m a g i n a r y t r e a s u r e ; b u t b y a c c i d e n t — i n the r u i n s of o l d 
h o u s e s , w h p r e the p r o p r i e t o r s h a d d e p o s i t e d if f o r s a f e t y 
in s o m e p e r i o d of r e v o l u t i o n ; p e r h a p s n o l á t é r t h a n a t t h e 
t ime of the S p a n i s h e x p u l s i ó n . 

tíuinc yt i i r f i n^'O, mi o ld a n d v e r y p o o r w o t t u m ' r e n t e d u 
h o u s e i n the p n v i r o h s of M e x i c o , a$ o l d a n d w r e t c h e d a s 
herself, fo r f o u r r e a l a , a w e e k . I t h a d a n o ld b r o k e n - u p 
stone p a t i o ( i n n e r c o u r t y a r d ) , w h i c h s h e u s e d o c c a s i o n a l l y • 
to s w e e p w i t h a l i t t le o ld b r o o m . O n e d a y s h e o b s e r v e d 
two or t h r e e s t o n e s in th is p a t i o l a r g e r a n d m o r e c a r e f u l l y 
put t o g e t h e r t h a n t h e o t h e r s , a n d t h e l i t t le o ld w o m a n , 
be ing a d a u g h t e r o f E v e by s o m e c o l l a t e r a l b r a n c h , p o k e d \ 
d o w n a n d w o r k e d a t the s t o n e s u n t i l s h e w a s a b l e to 
r a i s e t h e m u p — w h e n lo a n d b e h o l d , s h e d i s c o v e r e d a c a n 
full of t r e a s u r e ; ' n o l e s s t h a n five t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s i n 
g o l d I H e r d e l i g h t a n d h e r f r i g h t w e r e u n b o u n d e d ; a n d , 
b e i n g a p r u d e n t o ld l a d y , s h e d e t e r m i n e d , in t h e first p lace^ 
to l e a v e the h o u s e , - a n d n e x t to b r i n g in h e r t r e a s u r e ; 
poqui to á p o q u i t o ( l i t t le b y l i t t le ) , to a r o o m in M e x i c o , 
keeping- ihu 'o ld h o u s e a s a s o r t of b a n k . S h e d i d s o ; 
t o o k a n i c e r o o m , a n d i n s t e a d of s l e e p i n g o n a. p e t a t e 
( m a t ) , a s she h a d h i t h e r t o d o n e , b o u g h t h e r s e l f a l i t t le 
b e d s t e a d ; mid e v e n a m a t t r e s s ; t r e a t e d h e r s e l f n o t o n l y 
to c h o c o l a l e , b u t a f e w bot t les of g o o d w i n e 1 S u c h e x t r a 
o r d i n a r y l u x u r y ' c o u l d not fa i l to c r e a t e s u s p i c i o n . ; S h e 
w a s q u e s t i o n e d by h e r n e i g h b o u r s , a n d a t l e n g t h i n t r u s t e d 
her s e c r e t lo the i r k e e p i n g . H i s t o r y s a y s , tha t n o t w i t h 
s t a n d i n g t h i s , s h e w a s n o t r o b b e d , a n d w a s ; a l l o w e d to 
e n j o y h e r g o o d f o r t u n e i n p e a c e . I t i s di f f icul t to c r e d i t 
s u c h a m i r a c l e i n t h i s l a n d of p i c k i n g a n d s t e a l i n g , b u t 
m y a u t h o r i t y i s b e y o n d i m p e a c h m e n t . 

. . . W h i l s t I w r i t e on t h e s e i r r e l e v a n t m a t t e r s , I a m 
w a r n e d t h a t the c o a c h e s a r e a t t h e d o o r , a n d tha t w e a r e 
a b o u t s e t t i n g off f o r T e p e n a c a s c o , a n o t h e r h a c i e n d a of 
S e ñ o r ' s , a f e w l e a g u e s f r o m t h i s . 
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L E T T E R T H E S E V E N T E E N T H 

A r r i v a l at Tepenacasco—Lake w i t h Wi ld -duck—Ruined Hadenda r -
Sunset on the Plains—Troop of Asses—Ride by Moonl ight— 
Loavo To|iemicusi:o—-Sun Miguel---Dcsri ' l ] i t i im— -Thumlurs lonn— 
(¡imf)t;Q---J<iunitij' U> Uuul IUH Munin Knyl lo l i l íuml --iícunory— 
Vi l lage of Real—Count de Regla—Direc tor 's House—Engl ish 
Ureulcf i ist—Visit to the Mines—Tho Cascade—The Storm—Lone-
l l i i ow—A Juurncy in Sturm ami DÍIIUIIUWÍ— l i c t u n i ID Tupcitu-

•, casco—Journey to Sopayucu—Narrow l iscape—Famous B u l l -
Return to Mexico. 

Tlil'ENACASCO, 
THIS i s a fine w i l d s c e n e . T h e h o u s e s t a n d s ent i re ly 
a l o n e ; not a t ree n e a r i t . G r e a t m o u n t a i n s r i s e beh ind 
i t , a n d in e v e r y o t h e r d i r e c t i o n , a s f a r a s the e y e can 
r e a c h , a r e v a s t p l a i n s , o v e r w h i c h the w i n d c o m e s 
whis t l ing" f r e s h a n d f r e e , w i t h n o t h i n g to i m p e d e i ts 
t r i u m p h a n t p r o g r e s s . I n f r o n t of t h e h o u s e is a c lea r 
s h e e t o f w a t e r , a g r e a t deep s q u a r e , b a s i n for c o l l e c t i n g 
t h e r a i n . T h e s e j a g ü e y a s they a r e c a l l e d , a r e v e r y 
c o m m o n in M e x i c o , w h e r e t h e r e a r e f e w r i v e r s , a n d w h e r e 
t h e u s e of m a c h i n e s for r a i s i n g w a t e r i s by no m e a n s 
g e n e r a l a s y e t . T h e r e i s n o g a r d e n h e r e , b u t there a re a 
f e w s h r u b s a n d flowers in the i n n e r c o u r t y a r d . T h e h o u s e 
i n s i d e i s h a n d s o m e , w i t h a c h a p e l a n d a p a t i o , w h i c h is 
o c c a s i o n a l l y u s e d a s a p l a z a de t o r o s . T h e r o o m s are 
w e l l fitted u p , a n d the b e d r o o m w a l l s c o v e r e d w i t h a 
p r e t t y F r e n c h p a p e r , r e p r e s e n t i n g s c e n e s of S w i s s r u r a l 
l i f e . T h e r e a r e g r e a t o u t h o u s e s , s t a b l e s for t h e m u l e s a n d 
h o r s e s , a n d s t o n e b a r n s for the w h e a t a n d b a r l e y , w h i c h , 
t o g e t h e r w i t h p u l q u e , f o r m the p r o d u c e of t h i s h a c i e n d a . 

. W e t o o k a l o n g r i d e t h i s m o r n i n g to v i s i t a fine l a k e 
w h e r e there a r e p len ty o f w i l d - d u c k a n d tur t le . T h e 
g e n t l e m e n t o o k the i r g u n s a n d h a d t o l e r a b l e s p o r t . T h e 
l a k e i s v e r y d e e p , s o th a t b o a t s h a v e s a i l e d on i t , a n d 
s e v e r a l m i l e s in c i r c u m f e r e n c e , w i t h a r i v u l e t f l o w i n g 
f r o m it. Y e t w i t h a l l th is w a t e r the s u r r o u n d i n g l a n d , 
n o t m o r e t h a n t w e n t y feet h i g h e r , is d r y a n d s t e r i l e , a n d 
t h e l a k e i s t u r n e d to no a c c o u n t , e i t h e r f r o m w a n t of 
m e a n s , o r of h y d r a u l i c k n o w l e d g e . H o w e v e r , C n 
h a v i n g m a d e s o m e o b s e r v a t i o n o n t h i s s u b j e c t , t h e pro
p r i e t o r o f the l a k e a n d of a r u i n e d h o u s e s t a n d i n g n e a r , 
w h i c h i s the v e r y p i c t u r e of l o n e l i n e s s a n d d e s o l a t i o n , 
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r e m a r k e d i n r e p l y , tha t f r o m t h i s e s t a t e to M e x i c o , t h e 
d i s t a n c e i s t h i r t y - s i x l e a g u e s ; t h a t a l o a d of w h e a t c o s t s 
one r e a l a l e a g u e , a n d m o r e o v e r the . a l e a b a , t h e d u t y 
w h i c h h a s to be p a i d at the g a t e s of M e x i c o , s o t h a t it 
w o u l d b r i n g no prof i t if s e n t t h e r e ; w h i l e in the s u r r o u n d 
i n g d i s t r i c t there is not s u i l i c i e n t p o p u l a t i o n to c o n s u m e 
lliu p r o d u c e ; no Hint llic.hc unnucemui ry find b i i n U : n » o m c 
t a x e s , the t h i n n e s s of the p o p u l a t i o n , a n d the w a n t of[ 
p roper m e a n s of t r a n s p o r t , i m p e d e (he p r o s p e r i t y of the 
people , a n d c h e c k the p r o g r e s s of a g r i c u l t u r e . . . . 

I h a d a b e a u t i f u l h o r s e , but h a l f - b r o k e , a n d w h i c h t o o k 
f r igh t a n d r a n off w i t h m e . I g o t g r e a t c r e d i t for k e e p i n g 
m y s c a t s o w e l l , w h i c h 1 m u s t c o n f e s s w a s m o r e t h r o u g h 
g o o d f o r t u n e t h a n s k i l l . T h e d a y w a s d e l i g h t f u l , t h e a i r 
e x h i l a r a t i n g , a n d t h e b l u e s k y p e r f e c t l y c l o u d l e s s a s w e 
g a l l o p e d o v e r the p l a i n s ; b u t a t l e n g t h the w i n d r o s e s o 
h i g h t h a t w e d i s m o u n t e d , a n d g o t in to the c a r r i a g e . W e 
sat by t h e s h o r e s of the l a k e , a n d w a l k e d a l o n g i ts p e b b l y 
m a r g i n , w a t c h i n g the w i l d - d u c k a s t h e y s k i m m e d o v e r i t s 
g- lassy s u r f a c e , a n d r e t u r n e d h o m e in a m a g n i f i c e n t s u n s e t ; 
the g l o r i o u s g o d h i m s e l f a b l o o d - r e d g l o b e , s u r r o u n d e d 
by: b l a z i n g c l o u d s of g o l d a n d c r i m s o n . : 

I n t h e e v e n i n g a t roop of a s s e s w e r e d r i v e n a c r o s s t h e 
p l a i n , a n d l e d r o u n d to t h e b a c k of t h e h o u s e ; a n d : w e 
w e r e a l l . c a l l e d o u t i n h a s t e , a n d e a c h d e s i r e d to c h o o s e 
one of the l o n g - e a r e d f r a t e r n i t y for o u r p a r t i c u l a r u s e . 
S o m e h a d s a d d l e s a n d s o m e h a d n o n e , b u t w e m o u n t e d 
to t h e n u m b e r of t h i r t y p e r s o n s , f o l l o w e d b y a c a v a l c a d e 
of l i t t le ; r a g g e d b o y s a r m e d w i t h s t i c k s a n d w h i p s . M y 
a s s w a s a n o b s t i n a t e b r u t e , w h o m I h a d m i s t a k e n l y c h o s e n 
for h i s s l e e k c o a t a n d o p e n c o u n t e n a n c e ; b u t by d i n t o f 
b e i n g l a s h e d u p , h e s u d d e n l y s e t off a t fu l l g a l l o p , a n d 
d i s t a n c e d a l l the o t h e r s . S u c h s c r e a m i n g a n d l a u g h i n g 
a n d c o n f u s i o n ! a n d . so m u c h dif f icul ty in k e e p i n g t h e 
p a r t y t o g e t h e r ? I t w a s n e a r l y d a r k w h e n w e set o f f ; b u t 
the m o o n r o s e , the s i l v e r d i s c l i g h t i n g u p the h i l l s a n d t h e 
p l a i n s ; the w i n d fe l l , a n d l h e n i g h t w a s c n l m a n d d e l i g h t 
f u l . W e rode a b o u t s i x m i l e s to a p re t ty l i t t le c h a p e l w i t h 
a c r o s s , tha t g l e a m e d a m o n g s t the t r e e s in t h e m o o n l i g h t , 
by the s i d e of a r u n n i n g s t r e a m . H e r e w e d i s m o u n t e d , 
a n d s a t by t h e b r i n k of t h e l i t t le s p a r k l i n g r i v u l e t , w h i l e 
the d e e p s h a d o w s c a m e s t e a l i n g o v e r t h e m o u n t a i n s , a n d 
a l l a r o u n d w a s s t i l l , a n d c o o l , a n d s i l e n t ; a l l b u t t h e m e r r y 
l a u g h t e r of o u r n o i s y c a v a l c a d e . W e r e t u r n e d a b o u t 



170 Life in Mexico 
e leVon o 'c lock> f e w a c c i d e n t s hav ing : o c c u r r e d . D o ñ a 
R a h a d fa l l en o n c e . D o ñ a M — h a d c r u s h e d her 
foot a g a i n s t h e r n e i g h b o u r ' s a s s . T h e p a d r e w a s s h a k e n 
to a j e l l y , a n d the l e a r n e d s e n a t o r , w h o w a s of the p a r t y , 
d e c l a r e d he s h o u l d n e v e r r e c o v e r f r o m t h a t n ig-ht 's j o l t i n g . 
T o - m o r r o w w e s h a l l se t off for R e a l d e l M o n t e , 

> 1 17 th .—Af te r inustt in the d u i p o l w e left. T e p e n a c a s c o 
a b o u t s e v e n o ' c l o c k , a n d t r a v e l l e d (I b e l i e v e by a s h o r t cut) 
o v e r r o c k s a n d w a l l s , t o r r e n t s a n d fields of m a g u e y , all 
i n a h e a v y c a r r i a g e w i t h s i x h o r s e s . A r r i v i n g in s i g h t of 
w a l l s , the m o z o s g a l l o p o n a n d t e a r t h e m d o w n . O v e r 
t h e ; m o u n t a i n - t o r r e n t s or b a r r a n c a s , t h e y d a s h bo ld ly , 
e n c o u r a g i n g t h e h o r s e s by the w i l d e s t s h r i e k s . 
j u W e s t o p p e d a t S a n M i g u e l , a c o u n t r y - h o u s e b e l o n g i n g 

t o ' t h e C o u n t de R e g l a , t h e f o r m e r p r o p r i e t o r of t h e m i n e s 
w h i c h w e w e r e a b o u t to v i s i t ; the m o s t p i c t u r e s q u e a n d 
l o v e l y p l a c e i m a g i n a b l e , b u t en t i re ly a b a n d o n e d ; t h e house 
tJOrnfurlUuis « n d out of r cp j i i r . W t : w a n d e r e d t h r o u g h 
p a t h s c u t In t h e b e a u t i f u l w o u d U , m i d hy the bide of a 
r i v u l e t t h a t s e e m s to fe r t i l i ze e v e r y t h i n g t h r o u g h w h i c h it 
winds* W e c l i m b e d the h i l l s , a n d m a d e o u r w a y t h r o u g h 
t h e t a n g l e d l u x u r i a n c e of • t r e e s a n d í l o w e r s , a n d i n the 
m i d s t o f h u n d r e d s of g a u d y b l o s s o m s , Í n e g l e c t e d them 
a l l u p o n c o m i n g to a g r a s s y s lope c o v e r e d w i t h d a i s i e s a n d 
b u t t e r c u p s . W e e v e n f o u n d s o m e h a w t h o r n - b u s h e s . I t 
m i g h t b e E n g l i s h s c e n e r y , w e r e i t not tha t t h e r e i s a rich* 
n e s s i n the v e g e t a t i o n u n k n o w n in E n g l a n d . B u t a l l these 
b e a u t i f u l s o l i t u d e s a r e a b a n d o n e d to t h e d e e r tha t w a n d e r 
f e a r l e s s l y a m o n g s t t h e w o o d s , a n d t h e b i r d s tha t s i n g in 
t h e i r b r a n c h e s . . Wh i le1 w e w e r e st i l l f a r f r o m the h o u s e , 
a t h u n d e r s t o r m c a m e o n . W h e n it r a i n s h e r e , t h e w i n 
d o w s of h e a v e n s e e m o p e n e d , a n d the c l o u d s p o u r d o w n 
w a t e r i n floods; t h e l i g h t n i n g a l s o a p p e a r s to m e p e c u 
l i a r l y v i y i d , a n d m a n y m o r e a c c i d e n t s o c c u r f r o m i t here 
t h a n i n the n o r t h . W e w e r e d r e n c h e d i n five m i n u t e s , and 
i n t h i s . p l i g h t r e s u m e d o u r s e a t s i n t h e c a r r i a g e , a n d set 
off fo r G u a s e o (a v i l l a g e w h e r e w e w e r e to p a s s the n igh t ) 
i fc . the m i d s t o f the p e l t i n g s t o r m . I n a n h o u r or t w o the 
J i o r s e s w e r e , w a d i n g up to the i r k n e e s in w a t e r , a n d we 
a r r i v e d a t t h e p r e t t y v i l l a g e of G u a s e o i n a m o s t c o m f o r t 
l e s s c p n d i t i o n . T h e r e a r e no i n n s in t h e s e p a r t s , b u t we 
iwere h o s p i t a b l y r e c e i v e d by a w i d o w - l a d y , a f r i e n d of 

' s . :. • •• h . 
T h e Señora do , in c l e a r m u s l i n a n d l a c e , w i t h sat in 
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s h o e s , w a s w o r s e t h a n I i n m o u s s e l i n e - d e - l a i n e a n d b r o d e -
q u i n s ; n e v e r t h e l e s s , I m e a n to a d o p t the f a s h i o n of, t h e 
c o u n t r y t o - m o r r o w , w h e n w e a r e to rise a t f o u r to g o o n 
to R e a l de l M o n t e , a n d t ry the effect of t r a v e l l i n g w i t h 
c l e a r g o w n , s a t i n p e t t i c o a t , a n d s h o e s d i t t o ; b e c a u s e 
" w h e n one i s in R o m e , " e t c . T h e s t o r m c o n t i n u e s w i t h 
s u c h un ; i lmted v i o l e n c e , th a t w e m u s t c o n t e n t o u r s e l v e s 
w i t h c o n t e m p l a t i n g the w a t e r y , l a n d s c a p e f r o n i , the , 
w i n d o w s . 

THPENACASCO. ' 
R o s e in G u a s e o a t four o ' c l o c k ; d r e s s e d b y c a n d l e - l i g h t , 

took c h o c o l a t e , a n d s e t off for R e a l d e l M o n t e . A f t e r w e 
h a d t r a v e l l e d a f ç w l e a g u e s , t o l e r a b l y c o l d , w e r e j o i c e d 
w h e n t h e s u n r o s e , a n d d ispel l ing- t h e m i s t , t h r e w h i s 
c h e e r f u l l i g h t o v e r m o u n t a i n a n d w o o d . T h e t r e e s l o o k e d 
g r e e n a ^ d r e f r e s h i n g a f t e r t h e i r l a s t n i g h t ' s b a t h ; t h e 
v e r y r o c k s w e r e s p a r k l i n g w i t h s i l v e r . T h e m o r n i n g w a s 
poi'f'euUy b r i l l i an t , a m i e v e r y l ea f a n d ( lower WUH g l i | . l c r j t )g 
w i t h t h e r a i n - d r o p s not y e t d r i e d . T h e c a r r i a g e a s c e n d e d 
s l o w l y t h e r o a d c u t t h r o u g h t h e m o u n t a i n s b y the E n g l i s h 
c o m p a n y ; a h i )e a n d u s e f u l e n t e r p r i s e ; the i i r s t b r o a d a n d 
s m o o t h r o a d I h a v e s e e n a s y e t i n the r e p u b l i c . U n t i l i t 
w a s m a d e , h u n d r e d s of m u l e s d a i l y c o n v e y e d the o r e f r o m 
the m i n e s o v e r a d a n g e r o u s m o u n t a i n - p a t h , to the hadencJí» 
of R e g l a , a d i s t a n c e of s i x o r s e v e n l e a g u e s . W e overtpo. i i 
w a g o n s c o n v e y i n g t i m b e r to t h e m i n e s of R e a l , n i n e 
t h o u s a n d feet a b o v e the l e v e l of t h e s e a . 

T h e s c e n e r y w a s magni f icent : . O n o n e s i d e m o u n t a i n s 
c o v e r e d w i t h o a k a n d p i n e , a n d c a r p e t e d b y the b r i g h t e s t -
c o l o u r e d flowers; g o a t s c l i m b i n g u p the p e r p e n d i c u l a r 
r o c k s , a n d l o o k i n g d o w n u p o n u s f r o m t h e i r v a n t a g e -
g r o u n d ; f r e s h c l e a r r i v u l e t s , flinging t h e m s e l v e s f r o m 
r o c k to r o c k , a n d h e r e a n d t h e r e l i t t le I n d i a n h u t s p e r c h e d 
a m o n g s t the. c l i f f s ; o n the o t h e r , the deep v a l l e y w i t h i t s 
b e n d i n g f o r e s t s a n d g u s h i n g r i v e r ; w h i l e f a r a b o v e , w e 
c a u g h t a g l i m p s e of R e a l i t s e l f , w i t h i t s s l o p i n g r p o f s q i jd 
l a r g e c h u r c h , s t a n d i n g i n the v e r y m i d s t of f o r e s t s , a n d 
m o u n t a i n s . W ç b e g a n to s e e peop le w i t h f a i r h a i r a n d 
b lue e y e s , a n d o n e i n d i v i d u a l , w i t h 4 s h o c k of fiery r e d 
h a i r a n d a n u n d e n i a b l e S c o t c h t w a n g , . I fe l t the g r e a t e s t 
i n c l i n a t i o n to c l a i m a s a c o u n t r y m a n . T h e I n d i a n s h e r e 
l o o k e d c l e a n e r t h a n t h o s e in o r n e a r Mex ico , . , a n d w e r e 
not m o r e t h a n h a l f n a k e d . T h e w h o l e c o u n t r y h e r e , a s 
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w e l l - a s " t h e - m i n e s , f o r m e r l y b e l o n g e d to t h e C o u n t de 
R e g l a , w h o w a s so w e a l t h y , t h a t w h e n h i s s o n , the p r e s e n t 
c o u n t - w a s c h r i s t e n e d , the w h o l e p a r t y w a l k e d f r o m h i s 
h o u s e t o ' t h e c h u r c h u p o n i n g o t s of s i l v e r . T h e c o u n t e s s 
lmvll)(f qiiMi'i'plloü w i t h ll io v í f i M i u r o t i , Hcnl h o i } in tol tcn 
of1 r e c o n c i l i a t i o n , ' a w h i t e s a t i n s l i p p e r , e n t i r e l y c o v e r e d 
w i t h l a r g e d i a m o n d s . T h e c o u n t i n v i t e d the K i n g of S p a i n 
to v i s i t h i s M e x i c a n t e r r i t o r i e s , a s s u r i n g h i m t h a t the h o o f s 
of h i s m a j e s t y ' s h o r s e s h o u l d t o u c h n o t h i n g b u t so l id s i l v e r 
f r o m V e r a C r u z to t h e c a p i t a l . T h i s m i g h t b e a b r a v a d o ; 
b u f a m o r e c e r t a i n j j roof of h i s w e a l t h e x i s t s i n t h e f a c t , 

• t h a t he c a u s e d t w o s h i p s of the l i ne , of the l a r g e s t s i z e , 
\ o b s c o n s t r u c t e d in H a v a n a a t h is e x p e n s e , m a d e of 
m a h o g a n y a n d c e d a r , a n d p r e s e n t e d t h e m to the k i n g . 
T h e p r e s e n t c o u n t w a s , a s I a l r e a d y to ld y o u , m a r r i e d to 
the b e a u t i f u l d a u g h t e r of t h e G i l e r r a R o d r i g u e z . 

W e a r r i v e d a t R e a l del M o n t e a b o u t n i n e o ' c l o c k , a n d 
d r o v e to the d i r e c t o r ' s h o u s e , w h i c h i s e x t r e m e l y p r e t t y , 
COtnmuiu l iu i r a m o s t baau t i fu l a n d e x t e n s i v e v i e w , a n d 
w h e r e w e f o u n d a l a r g e l i re b u r n i n g ' i n the g r n l e — v e r y 
agreeable, a s the m o r n i n g w a s s t i l l s o m e w h a t c h i l l , ' ' a n d 
w h i c h h a d a l o o k of h o m e a n d c o m f o r t t h a t m a d e i t s t i l l 
m o r e a c c e p t a b l e . ' W e w e r e r e c e i v e d w i t h the g r e a t e s t 
c o r d i a l i t y by the d i r e c t o r , M r . R u l e , a n d h i s l à í l y , a n d 
i n v i t e d to p a r t a k e of the m o s t d e l i c i o u s b r e a k f a s t tha t I 
h a v e s e e n fo r a l o n g w h i l e ; a h a p p y m é l a n g e of E n g 
l i s h a n d M e x i c a n . T h e s n o w - w h i t e t a b l e - c l o t h , s m o k i n g 
t c u - u r n , hot r o l l s , f resh e g g s , coffee, t e a , a n d t o a s t 
l o o k e d v e r y m u c h à V A n g l a i s e , w h i l e t h e r e w e r e n u m b e r s 
o f ' s u b s t a n t i a l d i s h e s à V E s p a g n o l e , a n d d e l i c i o u s 
f r e s h c r e a m - c h e e s e s , to a l l w h i c h o u r p a r t y did a m p l e 
j u s t i c e . 

; A f t e r b r e a k f a s t , w e w e n t out to v i s i t the m i n e s , a n d it 
w a s c u r i o u s to s e e K n g l i s h c h i l d r e n , c l e a n a n d p r e t t y , 
,with t h e i r w h i t e h a i r a n d r o s y c h e e k s , a n d n e a t s t r a w 
b o n n e t s , m i n g l e d w i t h the l i t t le c o p p e r - c o l o u r e d I n d i a n s . 
W e v i s i t e d a l l t h e d i f ferent w o r k s ; t h e a p p a r a t u s for 
s a w i n g , the t u r n i n g - l a t h e , f o u n d r y , e t c , ; b u t I r e g r e t t e d 
to find that w e c o u l d not d e s c e n d i n t o the m i n e s . W e 
w e n t ,to the m o u t h of the s h a f t c a l l e d the D o l o r e s , w h i c h 
h a s a n a r r o w o p e n i n g , a n d i s e n t e r e d by p e r p e n d i c u l a r 
l a d d e r s . T h e m e n g o d o w n w i t h c o n i c a l c a p s o n their 
h e a d s , In w h i c h U wluoU ¡1 I l g h i e d l u l l o w r m u l l r . I n the 
r-'rc.'ff sli.'iff '-rd!'- '! T ' - r r c r n s , fhey d e s c e n d , hy m e a n s of 
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t h e s e l a d d e r s , to the d e p t h of a t h o u s a n d feet , t h e r e b e i n g 
p l a t f o r m s a t c e r t a i n d i s t a n c e s , o n w h i c h they c a n r e s t . 
W e w e r e o b l i g e d to c o n t e n t o u r s e l v e s w i t h s e e i n g t h e m 
g o d o w n , a n d w i t h v i e w i n g a n d a d m i r i n g a l l t h e g r e a t 
w o r k s w h i c h K n H i s h e n e r g y h a s e s t a b l i s h e d h e r e ; the 
vurlotitJ Mlcmn-oiiK'11*'") ' h o iMilhlhitfn for l h o s e p a r a t i o n a n d 
w a s h i n g of the o r e ; t h e g r e a t s t o r e s , w o r k s h o p s , of l icea, 
e t c . N e a r l y a l l t h e w o r k m e n are B r i t i s h , a n d of t h e s e - t h e 
S c o t c h a r e p r e f e r r e d . M o s t of the m i n e r s a r e I n d i a n s , 
w h o w o r k i n c o m p a n i e s , a n d r e c e i v e i n p a y m e n t the 
e i g h t h p a r t of t h e p r o c e e d s . T h e d i r e c t o r g a v e u s s o m e 
s p e c i m e n s o f s i l v e r f r o m the g r e a t h e a p s w h e r e they l i e , 
s p a r k l i n g l i k e g e n i i ' s t r e a s u r e . 

A l t h o u g h I h a v e not d e s c e n d e d in to t h e s e m i n e s , I m i g h t 
g i v e y o u a d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e m by w h a t I h a v e h e a r d , a n d 
fill m y p a p e r w i t h a r i t h m e t i c a l figures, by w h i c h y o u m i g h t 
j u d g e of t h e f o r m e r a n d t h e p r e s e n t p r o d u c e . I m i g h t te l l 
y o u h o w D o n L u c a s A l a m a n w e n t ' t o E n g l a n d , a n d r a i s e d , 
a s i f by m a g i c , t h e e n t h u s i a s m of t h e E n g l i s h ; h o w o n e 
f o r t u n e a f t e r a n o t h e r h a s b e e n s w a l l o w e d u p in t h e d a r k , 
deep g u l f of s p e c u l a t i o n ; h o w e x p e c t a t i o n s h a v e b e e n d i s 
a p p o i n t e d ; a n d b o w the g r e a t c a u s e of t h i s is t h e s c a r c i t y 
of q u i c k s i l v e r , w h i c h h a s b e e n p a i d at t h e r a t e of o n e 
h u n d r e d a n d fifty d o l l a r s p e r q u i n t a l i n r e a l c a s h , w h e n the 
s a m e q u a n t i t y w a s ^ i v e n a t c r e d i t by the S p a n i s h g o v e r n 
m e n t for fifty d o l l a r s ; h o w h e a p s of s i l v e r l ie a b a n d o n e d , 
b e c a u s e t h e e x p e n s e of a c q u i r i n g q u i c k s i l v e r r e n d e r s i t 
w h o l l y unpro f i t ab le to e x t r a c t i t ; a n d I m i g h t r e p e a t the 
o p i n i o n of t h o s e p e r s o n s by w h o m I h a v e h e a r d the s u b j e c t 
d i s c u s s e d , w h o e x p r e s s the i r a s t o n i s h m e n t t h a t , s u c h b e i n g 
the c a s e , a n a r r a n g e m e n t i s not m a d e w i t h the c o u n t r y 
w h i c h is t h e a l m o s t e x c l u s i v e p o s s e s s o r o í the q u i c k s i l v e r -
m i n e s , by w h i c h i t m i g h t be p r o c u r e d a t a l o w e r r a t e , a n d 
t h i s g r e a t s o u r c e of w e a l t h n o t t h r o w n a w a y . B u t f o r a l l 
t h e s e m a t t e r s I r e f e r y o u to H u m b o l d t a n d W a r d , b y w h o m 
t h e y a r e s c i e n t i f i c a l l y t r e a t e d , a n d w i l l n o t t r o u b l e y o u 
w i t h s u p e r f i c i a l r e m a r k s on s o i m p o r t a n t a s u b j e c t . • I n 
f a c t , I m u s t c o n f e s s t h a t m y a t t e n t i o n w a s f r e q u e n t l y 
a t t r a c t e d f r o m the m i n e s , a n d the e n g i n e s , a n d t h e w o r k s 
of m a n , a n d t h e d i s c u s s i o n s a r i s i n g t h e r e f r o m , to t h e 
s t u p e n d o u s n a t u r a l s c e n e r y by w h i c h w e w e r e s u r r o u n d e d ; 
the u n e x p l o r e d f o r e s t s t h a t c l o t h e t h e m o u n t a i n s to t h e i r 
v e r y s u m m i t s , the t o r r e n t s t h a t l e a p e d a n d s p a r k l e d in t h e 
s u n s h i n e , the deep r a v i n e s , the n u m y - t i n l e d f o l i a g e , the 
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b o l d ; a n d j u t t i n g r o c k s . A l l c o m b i n e to i n c r e a s e our 
a d m i r a t i o n of the b o u n t i e s o f n a t u r e to t h i s f a v o u r e d land, 
to w h i c h s h e h a s g i v e n " e v e r y h e r b b e a r i n g , s e e d , and 
every tree t h a t is p l e a s a n t to t h e s i g h t a n d g o o d f o r food," 
w h i l e h e r v e i n s a r e r i c h w i t h p r e c i o u s m e t a l s ; t h e useful 
a n d the b e a u t i f u l of fered w i t h u n s p a r i n g h a n d . , 
. : - W e w e r e o b l i g e d to l e a v e R e a l a b o u t t w o o ' c l o c k , h a v i n g 

a ' l o n g j o u r n e y . to p e r f o r m b e f o r e n i g h t , a s w e h a d the 
m t e n t i o n of r e t u r n i n g to s leep a t T e p e n a c a s c o - W e took 
l e a v e of o u r h o s p i t a b l e e u t e r t a m a r s , a n d u g a i u r e s u m e d our 
j o u r n e y o v e r these l ine r o a d s , m a n y p a r t s of w h i c h are 
b l a s t e d f r o m lho g r e a t r o c k s of p o r p h y r y ; i m d us wo 
l o o k e d b a c k a t t h e p i c t u r e s q u e c o l o n y g l i s t e n i n g in the 
s u n , c o u l d h a r d l y be l i eve t h e p r o p h e c i e s of o u r m o r e exper i 
e n c e d d r i v e r s , tha t a s t o r m w a s b r e w i n g in t h e s k y , w h i c h 
W o u l d b u r s t fo r th bpforc e v e n i n g . W c w e r e d e t e r m i n e d 
n o t to be l ieve i t , a s i t w a s i m p o s s i b l e to p a s s by the 
( B m o u s h a c i e n d a a n d r a v i n e of R e g l a w i t h o u t p a y i n g therçi 
3 t l e a s t a s h o r t v i s i t . 
, T h i s S t u p e n d o u s w o r k of the M e x i c a n m i n e r s i n former 
d a y s , i s s o m e l e a g u e s to t h e s o u t h o f R e a l d e l M o n t e , and 
la s a i d to h n v c c o s t m a n y m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s . O n e shou ld 
v i e w i t a s w e d i d , i n a t h u n d e r s t o r m , fo r i t h a s a n a i r oí 
V f ts tness a n d d e s o l a t i o n , a n d a t the s a m e t i m e of g r a n d e u r , 
t h a t s h o w s w e l l a m i d s t a w a r of the e l e m e n t s . D o w n in 
^ Steep b a r r a n c a , e n c i r c l e d b y b a s a l t i c c l i f fs , it l i e s ; a 
m i g h t y pi le o f b u i l d i n g , w h i c h s e e m s a s if i t m i g h t have 
b e e n c o n s t r u c t e d by s o m e p h i l o s o p h i c a l g i a n t or n e c r o -
i n a n p e r ;T-SO tha t o n e is n o t p r e p a r e d to find t h e r e an 
j g o g l i s h .d i rector a n d . h is w i f e , a n d t h e u n p o e t i c c o m f o r t s 
o f s r o a s t m u t t o n a u d p o t a t o e s I 

A l l i s , on a g i g a n t i c s c a l e ; t h e i m m e n s e v a u l t e d s to re -
ftpuses f o r the s i l v e r o r e ; t h e g r e a t s m e l t i n g - f u r n a c e s and 
p o y e r ç d b u i l d i n g s w h e r e w e s a w t h e p r o c e s s of a m a l g a m a -
t íQn g o i n g o n ; , the w a t e r - w h e e l s ; i n s h o r t , a l l t h e n e c e s s a r y 
f p a c h i n e r y f o r the s m e l t i n g a n d a m a l g a m a t i o n of the 
tnetah v u W e w a l k e d to see t h e g r e a t c a s c a d e , w i t h i t s row 
p f i b a s a l t i c c o l u m n s , a n d f o u n d a s e a t o n a p i e c e of b r o k e n 
p iJ la r bes ido t h e r u s h i n g r i v e r , w h e r e w c h a d a fine v i e w of 
t b$ l o í t y . c l i f f s , c o v e r e d w i t h the w i l d e s t a n d m o s t l u x u r i a n t 
y p g c t a t i o o . ; v i n e s t r a i l i n g t h e m s e l v e s o v e r e v e r y b r o k e n 
S Í ia f t ; , rnQSS creeping1 o v e r the h u g e d i s j o i n t e d m a s s e s of 
r.qçk;, a n d t r e e s o v e r h a n g i n g t h e p r e c i p i t o u s r a v i n e . T h e 
ç p j u m n s look a s if t h e y m i g h t h a v e been the w o r k of those 
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who, o n the p l a i n s of S h i n a r , b e g a n to b u i l d the c i t y , a n d 
the t o w e r w h o s e top w a s to r e a c h to h e a v e n . . , 
' ' B u t , a s w e s a t h e r e , t h e s k y s u d d e n l y b ç c a m q , o v e r ç í i s t . ; 
^ r e a t b l a c k m a s s e s of c l o u d c o l l e c t e d o v e r o u r . h e a d s , , a n d 
the rumbl ing - o f t h u n d e r i n the d i s t a n c e g a v e n o t i c e o f p.n 
a p p r o a c h i n g s t o r m . W e h a d s c a r c e l y t i m e to g e t u n d e r 
shel ter o f the d i r e c t o r ' s r o o f , w h e n the t h u n d e r b e g a n to 
echo l o u d l y a m o n g s t the r o c k s , , a n d w a s speçdi ly f o l l o w e d 
by t o r r e n t s of r a i n . I t w a s a s u p e r b s t o r m : the l i g h t n i n g 
flashed a m o n g s t the t r e e s , the w i n d h o w l e d f u r i o u s l y , 
whi le . . ., 

" Fnr along «. 
From peak to peak, l l iu r aU l l ny crags among, 
Leapt the live thunder." 

A f te r r e s t i n g a n d d i n i n g a m i d s t a r u n n i n g a c c o m p a n i m e n t 
of p l a s h i n g r u i n , r o a r i n g w i n d , a n d d e c p - t o n c d t h u n d e r , w e 
found t h a t it w a s i n v a i n to w a i t for a f a v o u r a b l e c h a n g e 
in the w e a t h e r ; a n d c e r t a i n l y , w i t h l e s s e x p e r i e n c e d d r i v e r s , 
it w o u l d h a v e b e e n a n y t h i n g but sa fé to h a v e ,set off a m i d s t 
the d a r k n e s s of the s t o r m , d o w n p r e c i p i t o u s d e s c e n t s a n d 
o v e r t o r r e n t s s w e l l e d by t h e r a i n . T h e C o u n t de R e g l a , 
w h o , a t t r a c t e d by the p l e n t i f u l s u p p l y of w a t e r i n t h i s 
r a v i n e , c o n c e i v e d t h e i d e a of e m p l o y i n g p a r t of h i s e n o r 
m o u s f o r t u n e i n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e s e c o l o s s a l w o r k s , 
m u s t h a v e h a d a n i m a g i n a t i o n o n a l a r g e : s c a l e , T J i e 
E n g l i s h d i r e c t o r s , w h o s e w i v e s b u r y t h e m s e l v e s i n s u c h 
a b y s s e s , o u g h t to fee l m o r e g r a t e f u l ^o t h e m thian a n y 
o t h e r h u s b a n d s t o w a r d s t h e i r s a c r i f i c i n g bet ter hf i lye^. 
F o r t h e m e n , o c c u p i e d a l l d a y a m o n g s t t h e i r w o r k m e n a n d 
m a c h i n e r y , ^ n d r e t u r n i n g l a t e i n the e v e n i n g to d i n e . a p t ! 
s l e e p , t h e r e i s n o g r e a t s e l f - i m m o l a t i o n ; b u t a p ç p r w o n i ^ p , 
l i v i n g a l l a l o n e , jn a h o u s e f e n c e d in b y g i g a n t i c r o c k s ; 
w i t h n o o t h e r s p u n d in h e r e a r s f r o m m o r n i n g t i l l n i g h t 
b u t t h e r o a r o f t h u n d e r or t h e c l a n g of m a c h i n e r y , ; h a d n e ç d 
fo r h e r p e r s o n a l c o m f o r t , to h a v e e i t h e r a rrjo^t r o m a n t i c 
i m a g i n a t i o n , s o t h a t she m a y c o n s o l e h e r s e l f vyith f e e l i n g 
l i k e a n e n c h a n t e d ; p r i n c e s s in a g i a n t ' s c a s t l e , o r . a tpost 
c o m m o n p l a c e s p i r i t , so t h a t s h e m a y d a r n s t o ç k j n g s to,t}ae 
s o u n d of the w.a ter fa l l , a n d feel no o t h e r i n c o n v e n i e n c e 
f r o m t h ç . s t o n i ) , b u t t h a t . h e r h u s b a n d wiJJ requ i re , d r y 
l i n e n w h e n h e c o m e s , h o m e . , . ; i i 

A s f o r u$ , yye w e r e d r e n c h e d b e f o r e w e re^cheç l ; tí^e 
c a r r i a g e , into w h i c h the w a t e r w a s p o u r i n g , a n d w h ç / i . w e 
s e t off o n c e m o r e a m i d s t the r a p i d l y - i n c r e a s i n g d a r k n e s s , 
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a n d o v e r t h e s e p r e c i p i t o u s r o a d s , w e t h o u g h t tha t our 
c h a n c e of r e a c h i n g the p r o p o s e d h a v e n that n i g h t w a y very 
g m a l l . A f t e r m u c h toil to t h e h o r s e s , w e g o t out . of the 
i rav ines a n d f o u n d o u r s e l v e s o n c e m o r e o n the g r e a t p l a i n s , 
w h e r e t h e t i r e d a n i m a l s p l o u g h e d the i r w a y o v e r fields and 
d i tc lum «tul HTcut n lmuwt nml tmumj i ( icon a n d U n i f i e d 
hvif ihesj a n o c c a s i o n a l H a s h ot l i g h t n i n g o u r on ly gu ide . 
G r e a t w a s o u r j o y , w h e n , a b o u t e l e v e n o ' c l o c k , a m a n 
r i d i n g o n in a d v a n c e s h o u t e d out that the l i g h t s of T e p c n a -
c a s c o w e r e i n s i g h t ; a n d st i l l m o r e c o m p l e t e o u r s a t i s f a c 
t i o n w h e n w e d r o v e r o u n d the t a n k i n t o the c o u r t y a r d of 
t h e h a c i e n d a . W e w e r e r e c e i v e d w i t h g r e a t a p p l a u s e by 
t h e i n m a t e s , a n d w e r e n o t s o r r y to r e s t a f ter a very 
f a t i g u i n g yet a g r e e a b l e d a y . 

MEXICO, aist. 

W e le f t T e p e n a c a s c o t h e d a y be fore y e s t e r d a y . O u r 
j o u r n e y w a s v e r y d a n g e r o u s , i n c o n s e q u e n c e of t h e g rea t 
r a i n s , w h i c h h a d s w e l l e d t h e t o r r e n t s ; e s p e c i a l l y a s w e set 
off la te , ¡\nd moKl: of it w a s p e r f o r m e d by i n lliene 
tittrrfmeiiH, c a r r i u g e a a n d h o r s e m e n h'ave b e e n f requent ly 
s w e p t a w a y a n d d a s h e d in p i e c e s o v e r t h e p r e c i p i c e s . B u t 
to malee o u r s i t u a t i o n m o r e d i b a g r e c a b l e , w e h a d s c a r c e l y 
s e t off, before a te r r ib le s t o r m of t h u n d e r a n d r^in a g a i n 
c a m e o n w i t h m o r e v i o l e n c e t h a n the n i g h t p r e c e d i n g . I t 
g r e w p e r f e c t l y d a r k , a n d w e l i s t e n e d w i t h s o m e a l a r m to 
t h e r o a r i n g t o r r e n t s , o v e r w h i c h , e s p e c i a l l y o v e r o n e , not 
m a n y l e a g u e s f r o m S o p a y u c a , w h e r e w e w e r e to s p e n d the 
n i g h t , i t w a s e x t r e m e l y d o u b t f u l w h e t h e r w e c o u l d p a s s . 
T h e c a r n a g e w a s fu l l of w a t e r , but w e w e r e too m u c h 
a l a r m e d to be u n e a s y a b o u t t r i i l c s . A m i d s t the h o w l i n g 
of the w i n d a n d the p e a l i n g of t h u n d e r , n o o n e c o u l d hear 
t h e o t h e r s p e a k . S u d d e n l y , by a v i v i d flash of l i g h t n i n g , 
t h e d r e a d e d b a r r a n c a a p p e a r e d i n s i g h t fo r a m o m e n t , and 
a l m o s t be fore t h e d r i v e r s c o u l d s t o p t h e m , the h o r s e s had 
p l u n g e d i n . 

I t w a s a m o m e n t o f m o r t a l f e a r s u c h a s I s h a l l never 
f o r g e t T h e s h r i e k s of t h e d r i v e r s to e n c o u r a g e the 
h o r s e s , the l o u d c r i e s of A v e M a r i a ! the u n c e r t a i n t y as 
to w h e t h e r o u r h e a v y c a r r i a g e c o u l d Ix; d r a g g e d a c r o s s , 
tho JlorNtia M n i g g l i n g a n d s p l a s h i n g in the b o i l i n g to r ren t , 
a n d the h o r r i b l e fate tha t a w a i t e d us s h o u l d o n e o f them 
f a l l o r f a l t e r ! . . . T h e S e ñ o r a a n d I s h u t o u r eyes 
a n d he ld e a c h o t h e r ' s h a n d s , a n d c e r t a i n l y no o n e b r e a t h e d 
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till w e w e r e s a f e o n the o t h e r s i d e . W e w e r e t h e n t o l d 
that w e h a d c r o s s e d w i t h i n a f e w feet of a p r e c i p i c e o v e r 
w h i c h a c o a c h h a d been d a s h e d in to fifty p i e c e s d u r i n g 
one of t h e s e s w e l l s , a n d of c o u r s e e v e r y o n e k i l l e d ; a n d 
that i f i n s t e a d of h o r s e s w e h a d t r a v e l l e d w i t h m u l e s , w e 
nniMl I m v o Imnn IUNI. VOU mtiy i in i i^ ino that wo w o r e uo l 
s o r r y to r e a c h S o p a y u c a ; w h e r e the p e o p l e r a n o u t to t h e 
door a t the s o u n d of c a r r i a g e - w h e e l s , a n d c o u l d n o t 
be l ieve tha t w e h a d p a s s e d the b a r r a n c a tha t n i g h t ; a s t w o . 
or t h r e e h o r s e m e n w h o h a d r o d e i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n h a d 
t u r n e d b a c k , a n d p r o n o u n c e d it i m p a s s a b l e . 

L i g h t s a n d s u p p e r w e r e s o o n procured,1 a n d by w a y of 
i n t e r l u d e a m o n s t r o u s b u l l , of g r e a t f a m e i n t h e s e p a r t s , 
w a s l e d u p to the s u p p e r - t a b l e for o u r i n s p e c t i o n w i t h a 
rope t h r o u g h h i s n o s e , a fierce b r u t e , b u t f a m i l i a r l y c a l l e d 
" e l c h a t o " ( the i l a t n o s e ) , f r o m the s h o r t n e s s of h i s h o r n s . 
T h e l i g h t n i n g c o n t i n u e d v e r y v i v i d , a n d t h e y to ld u s t h a t 
a w o m a n h a d b e e n s t r u c k t h e r e s o m e t i m e b e f o r e , w h i l e 
in the1 c h a p e l b y n i g h t . 

W iM 'os iw i t four o ' c l o c k (he n e x t m o r n i n g a n d set off f o r 
M e x i c o . T h e m o r n i n g , a s u s u a l a f t e r t h e s e s t o r m s , w a s 
p e c u l i a r l y f r e s h a n d b e a u t i f u l ; but t h e s u n s o o n g r e w 
o p p r e s s i v e o n the g r e a t p l a i n s . A b o u t t w o o ' c l o c k w e 
e n t e r e d M e x i c o by the G u a d a l u p e g a t e . W e f o u n d o u r 
h o u s e i n s t a t u q u o , — a g r e e a b l e l e t t e r s f r o m E u r o p e , — 
g r e a t p r e p a r a t i o n s m a k i n g for t h e E n g l i s h b a l l , t o a s s i s t 
a t w h i c h w e h a v e r e t u r n e d s o o n e r t h a n w e o t h e r w i s e 
s h o u l d , a n d fo r w h i c h m y f e m m e - d e - c h a t n b r e h a s j u s t 
c o m p l e t e d a d r e s s for m e , v e r y m u c h 1 to h e r o w n 
s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

L E T T E R T H E E I G H T E E N T H 

Engl ish Ba l l—Dresses—Diamonds—Miner ía—Arr iva l of the Pope's 
Bu l l — Consecration of the Archbishop — Foreigfri Ministers — 
Splendour of the Cathedral—Descr ipt ion of the Ceremony. 

25th. 

T i m E n g l i s h b a l l a t the M i n c r i a h a s p a s s e d off w i t h g r e a t 
óc la l . N o t h i n g c o u l d he m o r e s p l e n d i d t h a n the g e n e r a l 
effect o f t h i s nob le b u i l d i n g , b r i l l i a n t l y i l l u m i n a t e d a n d 
filled w i t h a w e l l - d r e s s e d c r o w d . T h e p r e s i d e n t a n d c o r p s 
d i p l o m a t i q u e w e r e i n fu l l u n i f o r m , a n d t h e d i s p l a y of 
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' d i a m o n d s w a s e x t r a o r d i n a r y . WQ l a d i e s of. t h e c o r ^ s 
d i p l o m a t i q u e t r i ed to f la t ter o u r s e l v e s tha t w e m a d e up in 
ç l e g a n c e w h a t w e w a n t e d in m a g n i f i c e n c e ! for i n j ewe ls 

In o f o r e i g n l a d i e s c o u l d a t t e m p t to c o m p e t e w i t h t h o s e of 
t h e c o u n t r y . T h e d a u g h t e r o í C o u n t e s s , j u s t a r r i v e d 
f r o m P a r i s , a n d w h o s e a c q u a i n t a n c e I m a d e for t h e first 
t i m e , w o r o pa lo b l u e , w i t h |>ar];iml.s of p ide pinje roses , 
a n d a p a r u r e of m o s t s u p e r b b r i l l i a n t s . T h e S e ñ o r a do 
A ' s h e a d r e m i n d e d m e of tha t o f the M a r c h i o n e s s of 
L o n d o n d e r r y , in her o p e r a - b o x . T h e M a r q u e s a dc 
V i v a n c o h a d a r i v i è r e of b r i l l i a n t s o f e x t r a o r d i n a r y size 
a n d b e a u t y , a n d p e r f e c t l y w e l l s e t . M a d a m e S - r wore 
a ^ v e r y r i c h b l o n d e d r e s s , g a r m e w i t h p l u m e s of .os t r ich 
f e a t h e r s , a l a r g e d i a m o n d f a s t e n i n g e a c h p l u m p . O n e 
lady w o r o i i d i n d e m w h i c h s a i d c o u l d not be wor th 
l e s s t h a n a h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d .do l l ava . U i a m p n U s are 
a l w a y s w o r n p l a i n or w i t h p e a r l s ; c o l o u r e d s t o n e s are 
c o n s i d e r e d t r a s h , w h i c h i s a p i t y , . a s I th i f ik r u b i ç s and 
e m e r a l d s s e t i n d i a m o n d s w o u l d g i v e m o r e v a r i e t y and 
s p l e n d o u r to t h e i r j e w e l s . T h e r e w e r e a p r o f u s i o n of 
l a r g e p e a r l s , g e n e r a l l y of a p e a r s h a p e . T h e finest and 
r o u n d e s t w e r e t h o s e w o r n by the S e ñ o r a B a . T h e r e 
w e r e m a n y b l o n d e d r e s s e s , a g r e a t f a s h i o n h e r e . I k n o w 
HO, l a d y w i t h o u t o n e . A m o n g s t the p r e t t i e s t a n d m o s t 
t a s t e f u l l y - d r e s s e d g i r l s w e r e the E - s , a s u s u a l . M a n y 
d r e s s e s w e r e o v e r l o a d e d , a c o m m o n f a u l t i n M e x i c o ; and 
m a n y of the d r e s s e s , t h o u g h r i c h , w e r e o l d - f a s h i o n e d ; but 
t h e c o u p d'cei l w a s not t h e l e s s b r i l l i a n t , a n d i t w a s s o m e 
w h a t a s t o n i s h i n g , i n s u c h a m u l t i t u d e , n o t to see a s i n g l e 
o b j e c t i o n a b l e p e r s o n . T o be s u r e t h e c o m p a n y w e r e ; al l 
i n v i t e d . 

O n e n t e r i n g t h e nob le c o u r t , w h i c h w a s br i l l i an t ly 
i l l u m i n a t e d w i t h c o l o u r e d l a m p s , h u n g f r o m p i l l a r to p i l lar , 
a n d p a s s i n g u p the g r e a t s t a i r c a s e , w e \ v e r e m e t a t the 
first l a n d i n g b y M r . P , i n fu l l u n i f o r m , a n d other 
E n g l i s h g e n t l e m e n , the d i r e c t o r s of t h e b a l l , w h o stood 
t h e r e tp r e c e i v e t h e l a d i e s . H i s e x c e l l e n c y led m e up
s t a i r s to the top of the h a l l - r o o m , w h e r e c l u i i r s were 
p l a c e d ( o r the p r e s i d e n t , l a d i e s of the d t p l o i n u l i c s , cab ine t 
m i n i s t e r s , ' e tc . ' T h e m u s i c w a s e x c e l l e n t , a n d d a n c i n g 
. w a s ¡ ' « y r e a d y i n fu l l f o r c e . A n d t h o u g h ' there were 
a s s e m b l e d ; w h a t is c a l l e d a l l M e x i c o , the, r o o m s a r e so 
lafg-e, l tha t ' t h e c r o w d w a s not d i s a g r e e a b l e , n o r t h e héat 
o p p r e s s i v e . P i c t u r e s of Q u e e n V i c t o r i a w e r e h u n g in1 the 
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dif ferent l a r g e h a l l s . T h e s u p p e r - t a b l e s w e r e , v e r y h a n d 
some ; a n d i n f a c t the b a l l a l t o g e t h e r w a s w p r t h y of i t s 
o b j e c t ; for M e s s i e u r s l es A n g l a i s a l w a y s ; d o t h e s e t h i n g s 
wel l w h e n t h e y a t t e m p t t h e m . 

T h e p r e s i d e n t t o o k m e to s u p p e r . T h e , c o m p a n y w a l k e d 
in to t h e m u s i c of " G o d s a v e t h e Q u e e n . " , A f t e r w e h a d 
sat a l i t l l e w h i l e t h e p r e s i d e n t d e r p a n d e d s i l e n c e , a n d , i n 
a s h o r t s p e e c h , p r o p o s e d the h e a l t h of H e r M a j e s t y Q u e e n 
V i c t o r i a , w h i c h w a s d r a n k by a l l the c o m p a n y s t a n d i n g . ' 
A f t e r s u p p e r w c c o n t i n u e d d a n c i n g t i l l n e a r l y s i x i n tho 
m o r n i n g ; a n d w h e n w e g o t i n t o the c a r r i a g e it w a s b r o a d 
d a y l i g h t , a n d a l l t h e be l ls w e r e ringing for. m a s s . 

T h i s i s the b e s t ba l l w e h a v e s e e n h e r e , w i t h o u t a n y 
e x c e p t i o n ; a n d i t i s s a i d to h a v e c o s t e l e v e n t h o u s a n d 
d o l l a r s . T h e r e w e r e c e r t a i n l y a ^ r e a t n u m b e r o f p r e t t y 
faces a t th is f ô t e , m a n y p r e t t y g i r l s w h o m w e h a d n o t 
seen b e f o r e , a n d w h o m t h e E n g l i s h s e c r e t a r i e s h a v e c o n 
t r ived to u n e a r t h . F i n e e y e s a r e p m e r e d r u g — r c v e r y o p e 
h a s t h e m ; l a r g e , d a r k , fu l l o r b s , w i t h l o n g s i l k e n l a s h e s . 
A s f o r d i a m o n d s , n o m a n a b o v e t h e r a n k of a l é p e r o 
m a r r i e s i n t h i s c o u n t r y w i t h o u t p r e s e n t i n g h i s b r i d e w i t h 
at l e a s t a p a i r of d i a m o n d e a r r i n g s , o r a p e a r l n e c k l a c e 
w i t h a d i a m o n d c l a s p . T h e y a r e n o t a l w a y s a p r o o f ofi, 
w e a l t h , t h o u g h t h e y c o n s t i t u t e i t i n t h e m s e l v e s . T h e i r 
o w n e r s m a y b e v e r y p o o r i n o t h e r r e s p e c t s . T h e y a r e 
c o n s i d e r e d a n e c e s s a r y o f l i f e ; qu i te a s m u c h so a s s h o e s 
a n d s t o c k i n g s . 

J u n e 2 n d . i — O n the 15th o f A p r i l , the pon t i f i ca l b u l l s 
a r r i v e d , f r o m R o m e , c o n f i r m i n g t h e e l e c t i p n of t h ç Sef tp f 
P o s a d a to t h e A r c h i e p í s c o p a l d i g n i t y ; a n d o n S a t u r d a y 
l a s t , t h e 31st o f M a y , t h e c o n s e c r a t i o n t o o k p l a c e i n t h e 
c a t h e d r a l w i t h the g r e a t e s t , p o m p . , . T h e p r e s i d i n g b i s h o p 
w a s t h e S e ñ o r B e l a u n z a r a n , t h e old B i s h o p . o f | L i n a r e s ; 
the t w o a s s i s t a n t b i s h o p s w e r e t h e S e ñ o r M a d r i d , a y o u n g , 
g o o d - l o o k i n g m a n , w h o , h a v i n g „beeni. ' b a n i s h e d * f r o m 
M e x i c o d u r i n g the r e v o l u t i o n , t o o k r e f u g e in R o m e , w h e r e 
he o b t a i n e d t h e f a v o u r of t h e P.ope, w h o a f t e r w a r d s 
r e c o m m e n d e d h i m 1o an e p i s c o p a l see i n : M e x i c o ; a n d t h e 
D o c t o r M o r a l e s , f o r m e r l y U i s h o p of S o n o n i . I l l s p a d r i n o 
w a s t h e P r e s i d e n t , G e n e r a l B u s t a m a n t e , ; w h o , in .h is 
c a p a c i t y p r e s e n t e d h i s g o d s o n w i t h t h e s p l e n d i d p a s t o r a l 
ring, a s o l i t a r y d i a m o n d of i m m e n s e s i z e . ( A l l t h e d i p l o 
m a t i c b o d y a n d t h e c a b i n e t w e n t in fu l l u n i f o r m ; ' c h a i r s 
b e i n g p l a c e d fo r t h e m o n e a c h s ide of t h e , c r u g i a . ( the 
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p a s s a g e l e a d i n g to the a l t a r ) . A d i s p u t e u p o n the subject 
o f p r e c e d e n c e a r o s e b e t w e e n a n e x c e l l e n c y of t h e diplo
m a t i c ' c o r p s , a n d t h e s e c r e t a r y of s t a t e , w h i c h s e e m s l ikely 
t o h a v e d i s n g r e e a b l e c o n s e q u e n c e s . I h a d the p l e a s u r e 
o f l inua l lny Imtildtt iUvnu illiiHt i iomi prrnoiiM fur I In; space 
o f t h r e e or f o u r h o u r s , f o r no s e a t s w e r e p l a c e d for the 
w i v e s e i ther o f the d i p l ó m a l e s o r of t h e c a b i n e t . 

B u t the c e r e m o n y , t h o u g h l o n g , w a s v e r y s u p e r b , the 
m u s i c fine, t h e q u a n t i t y of j e w e l s o n the d r e s s e s of the 
b i s h o p s a n d p r i e s t s , a n d o n t h e holy v e s s e l s , e t c . , enor
m o u s . T h e b i s h o p s w e r e a r r a y e d i n w h i t e v e l v e t and 
g o l d , a n d t h e i r m i t r e s w e r e l i te ra l ly c o v e r e d with 
d i a m o n d s . ' T h e g o l d c a n d l e s t i c k s a n d g o l d e n b a s i n s for 
h o l y w a t e r , ' a n d g o l d e n i n c e n s o r i e s , r e m i n d e d m e of the 
d e s c r i p t i o n of the o r n a m e n t s of the J e w i s h t a b e r n a c l e in 
t h e d a y s of M o s e s ; of t h e " c a n d l e s t i c k s of p u r e g o l d , 
w i t h g o l d e n b r a n c h e s ; " a n d " t h e t o n g s a n d snuf f -d ishes 
o f p u r e g o l d : " o r of the t e m p l e of S o l o m o n , w h e r e the 
a l t a r w a s of g o l d , a n d the tab le of g o l d , a n d the c a n d l e 
s t i c k s a n d the s n u f f e r s , a n d the b a s i n s , a n d the s p o o n s , 
a n d the c e n s o r s w e r e of p u r e g o l d . T h e po iH i l i ea l vest 
m e n t s d e s t i n e d fo r t h e e lec ted p r i m a t e , w e r e a l l p r e p a r e d ; 
— s a n d a l s , a m i c e , s u r p l i c e , g i r d l e , p e c t o r a l c r o s s , s to le , 
g o w n , v e s t m e n t , w i t h o p e n s l e e v e s (the d a l m á t i c a ) , c r o s i e r , 
m i t r e , pont i f i ca l ' r i n g , e tc . M a g n i f i c e n t c h a i r s w e r e pre
p a r e d fo r the b i s h o p s n e a r the a l t a r , a n d the p r e s i d e n t in 
u n i f o r m took h i s p l a c e a m o n g s t t h e m . T h e p r e s i d i n g 
b i s h o p t o o k h i s s e a t a l o n e , w i t h h i s b a c k to the a l t a r , and 
t h e S e ñ o r P o s a d a w a s l e d in b y the a s s i s t i n g b i s h o p s , 
t h e y w i t h t h e i r m i t r e s , h e w i l h h i s p r i e s t ' s c a p on. 
A r r i v e d be fore the p r e s i d i n g b i s h o p , h e u n c o v e r e d his 
h e a d , a n d m a d e a p r o f o u n d o b e i s a n c e . T h e s e three then 
t o o k t h e i r p l a c e s o n c h a i r s ' p l a c c d in f r o n t ; a n d the cere
m o n y h a v i n g b e g u n , in c a s e y o u s h o u l d w i s h to h a v e some 
i d e a of i t , I s h a l l e n d e a v o u r to g i v e i t y o u , fo r I w a s so 
s i t u a t e d , tha t a l t h o u g h t h e c a t h e d r a l w a s c r o w d e d to 
e x c e s s , I c o u l d see a n d h e a r a l l tha t p a s s e d . L e t me 
p r e m i s e , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e r e w a s not o n e l é p e r o , a s they 
a r e a l w a y s e x c l u d e d o n s u c h o c c a s i o n s . 

P o s a d a a n d h i s a s s i s t i n g b i s h o p s r o s e , a n d u n c o v e r e d 
t h e i r l iendt i ; a n d the B i s h o p M o r a l e s t u r n i n g to the pre
s i d i n g b i s h o p , s a i d , " M o s t r e v e r e n d f a t h e r , t h e holy 
C a t h o l i c M o t h e r C h u r c h r e q u e s t s y o u to r a i s e this 
P r e s b y t e r to t h e c h a r g e of the a r c h b i s h o p r i c . " 
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" H a v e y o u a n a p o s t o l i c a l m a n d a t e ? " 
" W e h a v e . " 
" R e a d i t . " 

• A n a s s i s t a n t p r i e s t then r e a d the m a n d a t e , in a l o u d 
v o i r e ; u p o n wl i ic l i (hoy ni l Hiif d o w n , a n d t h e : c o n s e c r a t o r 
s a y i n g , " T h . a n k s be to G o d 1 " T h e n the P o s u d u k n e e l i n g 
before h i m , t o o k a n . o a t h , u p o n the B i b l e , w h i c h t h e 
b i s h o p h e l d , c o n c l u d i n g - w i t h t h e s e w o r d s — " S o m a y G o d 
help m e , a n d t h e s e ; h i s h o l y g o s p e l s . " , T h e n s i t t i n g d o w n , 
a n d r e s u m i n g the i r m i t r e s , the e x a m i n a t i o n ,of the f u t u r e 
a r c h b i s h o p took p l a c e . I t w a s v e r y long", a n d a t i t s c o n 
c l u s i o n , P o s a d a k n e l t b e f o r e the p r e s i d i n g b i s h o p a n d 
k i s s e d h i s h a n d . T o th is s u c c e e d e d the c o n f e s s i o n , e v e r y 
one s t a n d i n g u n c o v e r e d b e f o r e t h e a l t a r , w h i c h w a s t h e n 
s p r i n k l e d w i t h i n c e n s e . T h e n f o l l o w e d the m a s s , c h a n t e d . 
• T h e a s s i s t i n g b i s h o p s t h e n l e d out t h e S e ñ o r P o s a d a 
to the c h a p e l , w h e r e they p u t o n h i s s a n d a l s , , a n d w h e r e 
he a s s u m e d the p e c t o r a l c r o s s , , a m i c e , s u r p l i c e , , e t c . ; a n d 
a r r i v i n g a t t h e a l t a r r e a d t h e office of t h e . m a s s . . H e w a s 
then c o n d u c t e d a g a i n b e f o r e the c o n s e c r a t i n g b i s h o p , w h o 
w a s s e a t e d w i t h h i s m i t r u , a n d n f le r s a l u t i n g h i m r e v e r 
ent ly , h e s a t d o w n . T h e n t h e b i s h o p , a d d r e s s i n g h i m 
s a i d : " I t i s t h e d u t y of the b i s h o p to j u d g e , i n t e r p r e t , 
c o n s e c r a t e , o r d a i n , offer, b a p t i z e , a n d c o n f i r m . " 

A H t h e n r o s e , a n d the b i s h o p p r a y e d t h a t the n e w l y -
e lec ted p r i m a t e m i g h t r e c e i v e t h e g r a c e of h e a v e n . . A l l 
the b i s h o p s a n d p r i e s t s t h e n p r o s t r a t e d t h e m s e l v e s w h i l e 
the L i t a n i e s w e r e s u n g . T h e p r e s i d i n g b i s h o p , r i s i n g 
took t h e c r o s i e r , a n d p r a y e d t h r e e t i m e s for a b l e s s i n g o n 
the C h o s e n O n e ; t h r i c e m a k i n g on h i m t h e s i g n of t h e 
c r o s s ; a n d t h e y c o n t i n u e d to s i n g t h e L i t a n i e s ; a t t h e 
c o n c l u s i o n of w h i c h they a l l a r o s e , t o o k t h e i r s e a t s a n d 
r e s u m e d the i r m i t r e s , P o s a d a a lone k n e e l i n g b e f o r e t h e 
b i s h o p . 

T h e B i b l e w a s t h e n p l a c e d u p o n h i s s h o u l d e r s , w h i l e h e 
r e m a i n e d p r o s t r a t e d , a n d the b i s h o p r i s i n g u p , p r o n o u n c e d 
a s o l e m n b e n e d i c t i o n u p o n h i m , w h i l e t h e h y m n of " V e n t 
C r e a t o r S p i r i t u s , " w a s s u n g i n fu l l c h o r u s . T h e n t h e 
b i s h o p , d i p p i n g h i s h a n d i n the ho ly c h r i s m , a n o i n t e d t h e 
p r i m a t e ' s h e a d , m a k i n g o n it the s i g n of the c r o s s , s a y i n g ^ 
" L e t thy h e a d be a n o i n t e d a n d c o n s e c r a t e d w i t h the 
c e l e s t i a l b e n e d i c t i o n , a c c o r d i n g to the pon t i f i ca l m a n d a t e . " 
T h e b i s h o p t h e n a n o i n t e d h i s h a n d s , m a k i n g in t h e s a m e 
m a n n e r the s i g n of the c r o s s , a n d s a y i n g , '• M a y t h e s e 
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h a n d s be a n o i n t e d ' w i t h h o l y o i l ; a n d a s S a m u e l a n o i n t e d 
D a v i d a k i n g a n d a p r o p h e t , s o be t h o u a n o i n t e d and 
c o n s e c r a t e d . " T h i s w a s f o l l o w e d by a s o l e m n p r a y e r , 

' T h e n the c r o s i e r w a s b l e s s e d , a n d p r e s e n t e d to the 
e l e c t e d a r c h b i s h o p w i t h t h e s e w o r d s . " R e c e i v e t h e p a s -
t o r a l c r o s l o r , thtit thou nmyesi bo h u n u u u l y s e v c r u in 
c o r r e c t i n g v i c e s , e x e r c i s i n g j u d g m e n t w i t h o u t w r a t h , " e tc . 
T h e b lessing- o f the r ing; f o l l o w e d w i t h s o l e m n p r a y e r , and 
being' s p r i n k l e d w i t h holy w a t e r , it w a s p l a c e d o n t h e th i rd 
finger of the r i g h t h a n d , t h e b i s h o p s a y i n g , " R e c e i v e the 
r i n g , w h i c h i s a s i g n of f a i t h ; tha t , a d o r n e d w i t h incor 
r u p t i b l e f a i t h , thou m a y e s t g u a r d i n v i o l a b l y the s p o u s e of 
G o d , h i s H o l y C h u r c h . " 

: T h e B i b l e b e i n g t h e n t a k e n off the s h o u l d e r s o f the 
p r o s t r a t e p r e l a t e , w a s p r e s e n t e d to h i m w i t h a n i n j u n c t i o n 
t o r e c e i v e a n d to p r e a c h t h e g o s p e l . F i n a l l y , the b i s h o p 
b e s t o w e d on h i m t h e I d s s of p e a c e ; a n d a l l t h e other 
b i s h o p s d i d s o ip t h e i r t u r n . P o s a d a . then r e t i r e d , a n d h i s 
h e a d a n d h a n d s b e i n g w a s h e d , h e s o o n a f te r r e t u r n e d w i t h 
t h « íitísistünt; b i s h o p s , c a r r y i n g two l i g h t e d w a x t a p e r s , 
w h i c h h e p r e s e n t e d to the p r e s i d i n g b i s h o p , t o g e t h e r w i t h 
t w o ' I q a v e s a n d t w o s m a l l b a r r e l s of w i n e , reveren t l y 
k i s s i n g h i s h a n d . A f t e r t h i s , the p r e s i d i n g b i s h o p w a s h e d 
h i s h a n d s a n d m o u n t e d the s t e p s of the a l t a r , a n d - t h e n e w 
p r i m a t e r e c e i v e d the s a c r a m e n t . 

' T h e m i t r e w a s t h e n b l e s s e d a n d p l a c e d u p o n h i s h e a d , 
w i t h a p r a y e r by t h e b i s h o p , t h a t t h u s , w i t h h i s h e a d 
a r m e d a n d ' w i t h the staff o f the g o s p e l s , he m i g h t a p p e a r 
t e r r i b l e to the a d v e r s a r i e s o f the T r u e F a i t h . T h e g l o v e s 
w e r e n e x t c o n s e c r a t e d a n d d r a w n o n h i s h a n d s , the b i s h o p 
p r a y i n g tha t h i s h a n d s m i g h t be s u r r o u n d e d by the pur i t y 
o f the n e w m a n ; a n d that a s J a c o b , w h e n h e c o v e r e d h is 
h a n d s w i t h g o a t - s k i n s , o f fered a g r e e a b l e m e a t s to h is 
f a t h e r , a n d r e c e i v e d h i s p a t e r n a l b e n e d i c t i o n , so h e , in 
o f f e r i n g the H o l y S a c r a m e n t , m i g h t o b t a i n t h e bened ic t ion 
of h i s H e a v e n l y F a t h e r . T h e a r c h b i s h o p w a s then s e a t e d 
b y the c o n s e c r a t i n g b i s h o p o n h i s pont i f ica l t h r o n e , a n d at 
t h e ' s a m e m o m e n t , the h y m n " T e D e u m l a u d a m u s " w a s 
c h a n t e d . D u r i n g the h y m n , the b i s h o p s , w i t h t h e i r j e w e l l e d 
m i t r e s , r o s e , a n d p a s s i n g t h r o u g h the c h u r c h , b l e s s e d the 
w h o l e c o n g r e g a t i o n , the n e w a r c h b i s h o p s t i l l r e m a i n i n g 
n e a r t h e a l t a r , a n d w i t h o u t h i s m i t r e . W h e n h e r e t u r n e d 
to h i s s e a t , the a s s i s t a n t b i s h o p s , i n c l u d i n g the c o n s e c r a t o r , 
iTimdncd xtitmlintf I'" tbo h y m n WIIH conrlmUMl. 
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T h e p r e s i d i n g b i s h o p t h e n a d v a n c i n g - , w i t h o u t h i s m i t r e , 

to the r i g h t h a n d o f the a r c h b i s h o p , s a i d , " M a y t h y h a n d 
be s t r e n g t h e n e d ! M a y t h y r i g h t h a n d be e x a l t e d 1 M a y 
j u s t i c e a n d j u d g m e n t be the p r e p a r a t i o n of . thy . s e e ! 11 
T h e n t h e o r g a n p e a l e d f o r t h , a n d they c h a n t e d t h e . h y m n 
of " G l o r i a I ' a l r i . " L o n g a n d .solemn p r a y e r f o l l o w e d ; a n d 
t h e n , a l l u n c o v e r e d , s tood b e s i d e the gowpe ls , a t t h e a l t a r . 

T h e a r c h b i s h o p r o s e , a n d w i t h m i t r e a n d c r o s i e r , p r o 
n o u n c e d a s o l e m n b less ing- o n a l l the p e o p l e , a s s e m b l e d . , 
T h e n , w h i l e a l l k n e l t b e s i d e the a l t a r , h e s a i d — " F o r m a n y 
y e a r s . " T h i s h e r e p e a t e d t h r i c e ; the s e c o n d t i m e , i n t h e 
m i d d l e o f the a l t a r , the t h i r d a t the feet of the p r e s i d i n g . 
b i s h o p . T h e n a l l r i s i n g , t h e a r c h b i s h o p b e s t o w e d o n e a c h 
the k i s s of p e a c e , a n d the c e r e m o n y c o n c l u d e d . 

W h e n e v e r y t h i n g w a s o v e r , o u r c a r r i a g e n o t . b e i n g 
v i s i b l e a m o n g s t the c r o w d of v e h i c l e s , I r e t u r n e d h o m e i n 
tha t of the — — M i n i s t e r , w i t h h i m a n d h i s a t t a c h é s ; 
a f te r w h i c h ; t h e y a n d C -n r e t u r n e d to d i n e w i t h t h e 
n e w a r c h b i s h o p in h i s p a l a c e . A d i s h of s w e e t m e a t s w a s 
s e n t m e f r o m h i s t a b l e , w h i c h a r e so p r e t t y , ( p r o b a b l y t h e 
c h e f - d ' o e u v r e of the n u n s , ) th a t I s e n d t h e m to y o u , to 
p r e s e r v e a s a m e m o r i a l of t h e c o n s e c r a t i o n of t h e first 
M e x i c a n a r c h b i s h o p — p e r h a p s of the l a s t 1 
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YQU a s k m e to tel l y o u h o w I find t h e M e x i c a n s e r v a n t s . 
H i t h e r t o I h a d a v p i d e d t h e u n g r a t e f u l t h e m e , f r o m v e r y 
w e a r i n e s s of i t , ( T h e b a d n e s s of the s e r v a n t s , i s a n u n 
f a i l i n g s o u r c e of c o m p l a i n t e v e n a m o n g s t M e x i c a n s ; * m u c h 
m o r e s o a m o n g s t f o r e i g n e r s , e s p e c i a l l y o n t h e i r first 
a r r i v a l . , W e h e a r o f the i r a d d i c t i o n to s t e a l i n g , t h e i r laz iA 
n e s s , d r u n k e n n e s s , d i r t i n e s s , w i t h a h o s t o f o t h e r v i c e s . 
T h a t t h e s e c o m p l a i n t s a r e f r e q u e n t l y j u s t , t h e r e c a n be n o 
d o u b t , b u t t h e ev i l m i g h t be r e m e d i e d to a, g r e a t e x t e n t , 
I n the first p l a c e s e r v a n t s a r e c o n s t a n t l y t a k e n ^yithput 
b e i n g r e q u i r e d to b r i n g a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n f r o m t h e i r l a s t 
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p l a c e ; a n d i n the n e x t , r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s a r e c o n s t a n t l y 
g i v e n , w h e t h e r f r o m i n d o l e n c e o r m i s t a k e n k i n d n e s s , . to 
s e r v a n t s w h o do n o t d e s e r v e t h e m . A s e r v a n t w h o h a s 
l i v e d i n a d o z e n di f ferent h o u s e s , s t a y i n g a b o u t a m o n t h 
i n e a c h , is not l l m u j j h l (he w o r s o of o n (l int u c c o u n i . A s 
t h e loví í of lUiery In Inhurmit. in them a l l , e v e n m o r e so 
t h a n i n o ther d a u g h t e r s of l i v e , a g i r l w i l l g o lo s e r v i c e 
m e r e l y to e a r n su l l i c ien t to buy h e r s e l f a n e m b r o i d e r e d 
c h e m i s e ; a n d i f , i n a d d i t i o n to t h i s , s h e c a n p i c k up 
a p a i r o f s m a l l o ld s a t i n s h o e s , s h e w i l l te l l y o u s h e is 
t i r ed of w o r k i n g , a n d g o i n g h o m e lo r u s t , " ¡>ura d e s e a n -

Is a r . " S o l i t t le i s n e c e s s a r y , w h e n o n e c a n contented ly 
U v e o n to r t i l l as a n d c h i l e , s l e e p o n a m a t , a n d d r e s s in 
r a g s ! 

, A d e c e n t o ld w o m a n , ' w h o c a m e to t h e h o u s e to w a s h 
s h o r t l y a f ter o u r a r r i v a l in th is c o u n t r y , a n d left u s a t the 
e n d of the m o n t h , " p a r a d e s c a n s a r . " S o o n a f te r , she 
u s e d to c o m e w i t h h e r s i x c h i l d r e n , they a n d h e r s e l f a l l in 
r a g s , a n d b e g t h e g a r d e n e r to g i v e her a n y o d d s a n d ends 
of v e g e t a b l e s h e c o u l d s p a r e . M y m a i d a s k e d h e r , w h y , 
b e i n g s o p o o r , s h e h a d lef t a g o o d p l a c e , w h e r e s h e go t 
t w e l v e d o l l a r s a m o n t h . " J e s u s 1 " s a i d s h e , " i f y o u only 
k n e w the p l e a s u r e of d o i n g n o t h i n g . " 

p * I w i s h e d to b r i n g up a l i t t le g i r l a s a s e r v a n t , , h a v i n g 
h e r t a u g h t to r e a d , s e w , e t c . A c h i l d o f t w e l v e y e a r s o ld , 
o n e of n h i r g e f a m i l y , w h o subsistc . i l upon c h a r i t y , w a s 
p r o c u r e d for m e ; a n d I p r o m i s e d h e r m o t h e r tha t she 
s h o u l d be t a u g h t to r e a d , t a k e n r e g u l a r l y to c h u r c h , and 
i n s t r u c t e d in a l l k i n d s of w o r k . S h e w a s r a t h e r p re t ty , 
a n d v e r y i n t e l l i g e n t , t h o u g h e x t r e m e l y i n d o l e n t ; a n d 
t h o u g h s h e h a d no s t o c k i n g s , w o u l d c o n s e n t to w e a r 
n o t h i n g b u t d i r t y w h i t e s a t í n s h o e s , Loo s h o r t for h e r foot. 
O n c e a w e e k , h e r m o t h e r , a ta l l , s l a t t e r n l y w o m a n , w i th 
l o n g t a n g l e d h a i r , a n d a c i g a r in h e r m o u t h , u s e d to c o m e 
tò v i s i t h e r , a c c o m p a n i e d b y a f r i e n d , a f r i e n d ' s f r i e n d , 
a n d a t r a i n o f g i r l s , he r d a u g h t e r s . T h e h o u s e k e e p e r 
w o u l d g i v e t h e m s o m e d i n n e r , a f t e r w h i c h t h e y w o u l d a l l 
l i g h t t h e i r c i g a r s , a n d , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e l i t t le J o s e f i t a , 
¡sít, a n d h o w l , a n d b e m o a n t h e m s e l v e s , c r y i n g a n d l a m e n t 
i n g h e r s a d fa te in b e i n g o b l i g e d lo g o o u t to s e r v i c e . 
A f t e r t h e s e v i s i t s , J o s e f i t a w a s lit for n o t h i n g . I f d e s i r e d 
to s e w , s h e w o u l d s i t l o o k i n g so m i s e r a b l e , a n d d o i n g so 
l i t t le , t h a t it s e e m e d bet ter to a l l o w her to l e a v e her w o r k 
a l o n e . T h e n , t o l e r a b l y c o n t e n t e d , s h e w o u l d st t on a m a t , 
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d o i n g n o t h i n g , h e r h a n d s f o l d e d , a n d h e r e y e s fixed o n 
v a c a n c y . - >. ¡ . 

A c c o r d i n g - to p r o m i s e , .I t o o k h e r s e v e r a l t i m e s to s e e h e r 
m o t h e r , but o n e - d a y b e i n g . o c c u p i e d , I s e n t he r a l o n e i n 
tho enn-i i i tfo, w i t h c h a r g e to t h e s e r v a n t s to b r i n g h e r 
aul'tily b a c k , i n the e v e n i n g ahe r u t u n t u l , i i c c o m p u m c d 
by the w h o l e f a m i l y , a l l c r y i n g a n d h o w l i n g ; " F o r t h e l o v e 
of the M o s t H o l y V i r g i n , S e ñ o r a m i a 1 P o r l a p u r í s s i m a 
c o n c e p c i ó n I " e t c . , e t c . , e t c . I a s k e d w h a t h a d h a p p e n e d , 
a n d a f t e r m u c h dif f icul ty d i s c o v e r e d t h a t t h e i r h o r r o r w a s 
o c c a s i o n e d by m y h a v i n g s e n t h e r a l o n e in the c a r r i a g e . 
I t h a p p e n e d t h a t the C o u n t e s s S w a s i n the d r a w i n g -
r o o m , a n d to h e r I r e l a t e d the c a u s e of the u p r o a r . ; T o 
m y a s t o n i s h m e n t , s h e a s s u r e d m e that the w o m a n w a s i n 
th is i n s t a n c e r i g h t , a n d t h a t it w a s v e r y d a n g e r o u s to s e n d 
a g i r l o f t w e l v e y e a r s of a g e f r o m one s t r e e t to a n o t h e r , 
in the p o w e r of t h e c o a c h m a n a n d f o o t m a n . F i n d i n g 
f r o m s u c h g o o d a u t h o r i t y t h a t t h i s w a s the c a s e , I b e g g e d 
the w o m a n to b e c o n t e n t e d w i t h s e e i n g h e r d a u g h t e r o n c e 
a m o n t h , w h e n , if s h e c o u l d not c o m e h e r s e l f , I w o u l d 
s e n d h e r u n d e r p r o p e r p r o t e c t i o n . S h e a g r e e d ; b u t o n e 
d a y h a v i n g g i v e n J o s e f i t a p e r m i s s i o n to s p e n d the n i g h t a t 
her m o t l i c r ' s , 1 r e c e i v e d n e x t m o r n i n g a v e r y d i r ty n o t e , 
n e a r l y i l l e g i b l e , w h i c h , a f t e r c a l l i n g d o w n t h e p r o t e c t i o n 
of the V i r g i n u p o n m e , c o n c l u d e d — " b u t w i t h m u c h 
s o r r o w I n n i s t ti iko my c h i l d f r o m the m o s t i l l u s t r i o u s 
p r o t e c t i o n of y o u r e x c e l l e n c y , f o r she n e e d s to r e s t h e r 
se l f , (es p r e c i s o q u e d e s c a n s e , ) a n d i s t i r e d fo r the p r e s e n t 
of w o r k i n g . " T h e w o m a n t h e n r e t u r n e d to b e g , w h i c h 
s h e c o n s i d e r e d inf in i te ly l e s s d e g r a d i n g . 

A g a i n s t t h i s n e a r l y u n i v e r s a l i n d o l e n c e a n d ind i f fe rence 
to e a r n i n g m o n e y , t h e h e a d s of f a m i l i e s h a v e to c o n t e n d ; 
a s a l s o a g a i n s t t h i e v i n g a n d d i r t i n e s s ; y e t I t h i n k t h e 
r e m e d y m u c h e a s i e r than i t a p p e a r s . I f on t h e one h a n d , 
no one w e r e to r e c e i v e a s e r v a n t into t h e i r h o u s e , w i t h o u t 
r e s p e c t a b l e r e f e r e n c e s , e s p e c i a l l y f r o m t h e i r l a s t p l a c e , 
a n d if t h e i r h a v i n g r e m a i n e d o n e y e a r i n t h e s a m e h o u s e 
w e r e c o n s i d e r e d n e c e s s a r y to t h e i r b e i n g r e c e i v e d i n t o 
a n o t h e r , u n l e s s f r o m s o m e p e c u l i a r c i r c u m s t a n c e s ; a n d 
if o n t h e o t h e r h a n d it w e r e c o n s i d e r e d a s u n j u s t a n d 
d a n g e r o u s , a s i t r e a l l y i s , to r e c o m m e n d a s e r v a n t w h o 
h a s b e e n g u i l t y of s t e a l i n g , a s b e i n g " m u y h o n r a d o , " v e r y 
h o n e s t , s o m e i m p r o v e m e n t m i g h t s o o n t a k e p l a c e . . 

A p o r t e r w a s r e c o m m e n d e d to u s a s " m u y h o n r a d o ; " 
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n o t f r o m h is l a s t p l a c e , b u t f r o m one b e f o r e . H e w a s a 
w e l l - d r e s s e d , s a d - l o o k i n g i n d i v i d u a l ; a n d a t t h e s a m e t ime 
w e ' t o o k h i s w i f e a s w a s h e r w o m a n , a n d h i s b r o t h e r a s valet 
to o u r a t t a c h é , t h u s h a v i n g t h e w h o l e f a m i l y u n d e r o u r 
roof , , . w i s e l y t a k i n g it fo r g r a n t e d t h a t .he b e i n g r e c o m 
m e n d e d a s p a r t i c u l a r l y h o n e s t , h i s r e l a t i o n s : w e r e " a l l 
h o m n i r u b l u m e n , " A n Ki ig ' l lnh Imly I m p p o n c U to uull on 
m e , a n d a s h o r t t i m e a f t e r I w e n t to r e t u r n h e r v i s i t ; 
w h e n e h e i n f o r m e d m e that the p e r s o n w h o h a d o p e n e d the 
d o o r f o r he r w a s a n o t o r i o u s t h i e f ; w h o m the p o l i c e had 
l o n g b e e n i n s e a r c h o f ; t h a t s h e h a d f e a r e d s e n d i n g a 
s e r v a n t - t o w a r n u s of o u r d a n g e r , l e s t g u e s s i n g ; thq pur -

f>òrt o f her m e s s a g e , h e m i g h t rob the h o u s e before 
e a v i n g i t . W e s a i d n o t h i n g to the m a n t h a t e v e n i n g , 

b u t he l o o k e d p a l e r a n d m o r e m i s e r a b l e t h a n u s u a l , p rob
a b l y f o r e s e e i n g w h a t w o u l d be t h e r e s u l t o f M r s . 's 
v i s i t . T h e n e x t m o r n i n g C -n s e n t for h i m a n d d is 
m i s s e d h i m , g i v i n g h i m a m o n t h ' s w a g e s , t h a t h e m i g h t 
n o t be tempted^ to s t e a l f r o m i m m e d i a t e w a n t . H i s face 
g r e w p e r f e c t l y l i v i d , b u t h e m a d e no r e m a r k . I n h a l f an 
h o u r h e r e t u r n e d a n d b e g g e d to s p e a k w i t h C n . H e 
c o n f e s s e d t h a t the c r i m e of w h i c h h e c o n c l u d e d h e w a s 
a c c u s e d , he h a d i n fac t c o m m i t t e d ; tha t he . h a d been 
t e m p t e d to a g a m b l i n g h o u s e , w h i l e h e h a d i n h i s p o c k e t 
á l a r g o s u m of m o n e y b e l o n g i n g to h i s m a s t e r . A f t e r 
l o s i n g I d s o w n m o n e y , he t r ied h i s f o r t u n e w i t h w h a t w a s 
n o t h i s o w n ; l o s t t h e w h o l e s u m , t h e n p a w n e d a v a l u a b l e 
s h a w l w o r t h s e v e r a l h u n d r e d d o l l a r s , w i t h w h i c h a l s o he 
h a d b e e n e n t r u s t e d ; a n d h a v i n g l o s t e v e r y t h i n g , in d e s p a i r 
m a d e h i s e s c a p e f r o m M e x i c o . H e r e m a i n e d in c o n c e a l 
m e n t f o r s o m e t i m e , t i l l h e a r i n g tha t w e w a n t e d a por te r , 
h e v e n t u r e d to p r e s e n t h i m s e l f to the h o u s e k e e p e r w i t h h is 
f o r m e r cer t i f i ca te . H e d e c l a r e d h i m s e l f t h o r o u g h l y re
p e n t a n t — t h a t t h i s w a s h i s first, a n d w o u l d be h i s las t 
c r i m e — b u t w h o c a n t r u s t the g o o d r e s o l u t i o n s of a 
g a m b l e r I W e w e r e o b l i g e d to s e n d h i m a w a y , e s p e c i a l l y 
as t h e o t h e r s e r v a n t s a l r e a d y h a d s o m e s u s p i c i o n s c o n 
c e r n i n g h i m ; a n d e v e r y t h i n g s t o l e n in t h e h o u s e w o u l d in 
f u t u r e h a v e b e e n a t t r i b u t e d to h i m . T h e g e n t l e m a n w h o 
h a d r e c o m m e n d e d h i m , a f t e r w a r d s c o n f e s s e d t h a t he 
a l w a y s h a d s t r o n g s u s p i c i o n s of th is m a n ' s h o n e s t y , and 
k n e w h i m to be s o d e t e r m i n e d a g a m b l e r , tha t h e had 
p a w n e d a l l h e p o s s e s s e d , e v e n h i s w i f e ' s c l o t h e s , to obta in 
m o n e y f o r t h a t p u r p o s e . N o w a s a p o r t e r i n M e x i c o h a s 



The Reboso . 187 
pre t ty m u c h a t h i s d i s p o s a l the p r o p e r t y a n d e v e n t h e J i v e s 
of the w h o l e f a m i l y , it i s c e r t a i n l y most . b lameEtb le , to 
r e c o m m e n d to t h a t s i t u a t i o n a m a n w h o s e h o n e s t y i s , m o r e 
t h a n ' d o u b t f u l . W e a f t e r w a r d s p r o c u r e d t w o s o l d i e r s from • 
the I n v á l i d o s , o ld S p a n i a r d s , to .act i n t h a t c a p a c i t y , who l 
h a d n o o t h e r ' f o i b l e s s e b u t t h a t ' o f being: c o n s t a n t l y ; d r u n k . 
W e nt lung'th f o u n d t w o (Himrn, w h o pnly (^ot Upny a l t e r 
n a t e l y , so t h a t w e c o n s i d e r e d o u r s e l v e s ^ e r y . w e l l , o f l v -
• W c h a d a l o n g s e r i e s of g a l o p i n a s , l í i f icb¿n«maids, a n a 
the o n l y one w h o b r o u g h t a i i r s U r a t o c h a r a c t e r w i t h h e r , 
r o b b e d the h o u s e k e e p e r . T h e m o n e y , . h o w e v e r , . w a s 
r e c o v e r e d , a n d w a s f o u n d to h a v e b e e n p l a c e d by the g i r l 
in the h a n d s of a rich a n d a p p a r e n t l y r e s p e c t a b l e c o a c h r 
m a k e r . H e r e f u n d e d i t to t h e rightful cJwner¿: a n d t h e 
g a l o p i n a w a s p u n i s h e d by a m o n t h ' s i m p r i s o n m e n t , w h i c h 
he s h o u l d h a v e s h a r e d w i t h her . : O n e of ' t h e m o s t d i s 
a g r e e a b l e c u s t o m s of the w o m e n s e r v a n t s , i s tha t o f . w e a r 
i n g t h e i r l o n g h a i r h a n g i n g d o w n a t i t s fu l l l e n g t h , • 
m a t t e d , u n c o m b e d , a n d a l w a y s in t h e w a y . I c a n n o t 
i m a g i n e h o w t h e M e x i c a n l a d i e s , w h o c o m p l a i n o f t h i s , 
p e r m i t i t . F l o w i n g h a i r s o u n d s v e r y - p i c t u r e s q u e , b u t 
w h e n i t is v e r y d i r t y , a n d s u s p ç n d e d o v e r t h e s o u p , it i s 
not a p r e t t y p i c t u r e . 

T h e r e b o s o , in i t se l f g r a c e f u l a n d c o n v e n i e n t , h a s t h e 
d i s a d v a n t a g e of b e i n g the g r e a t e s t c l o a k f o r a l l u n t i d i n e s s , 
u n c o m b e d h a i r a n d r a g g e d n e s s , tha t e v e r w a s i n v e n t e d . 
E v e n i n the b e t t e r c l a s s e s , it o c c a s i o n s m u c h i n d o l e n c e in 
t h e to i le t , b u t in t h e c o m m o n people , , i ts effect i s o v e r 
w h e l m i n g . W h e n the r e b o s o d r o p s off, o r is d i s p l a c e d 
by c h a n c e , w e s e e w h a t they w o u l d be w i t h o u t i t ! A s 
fo r t h e s a r a p e , it i s both c o n v e n i e n t a n d g r a c e f u l , e s p e 
c i a l l y o n h o r s e b a c k ; but t h o u g h I n d i a n i n i t s o r i g i n , t h e 
c u s t o m of c o v e r i n g the l o w e r p a r t of the f a c e : w i t h i t , i s 
t a k e n f r o m t h e S p a n i s h c l o a k ; a n d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y w h i c h 
b o t h s a r a p e a n d r e b o s o a f ford f o r c o n c e a l i n g l a r g e k n i v e s 
a b o u t t h e p e r s o n , a s a l s o for e n v e l o p i n g b o t h f a c e a n d 
figure s o a s to be s c a r c e l y r e c o g n i z a b l e , i s n o d o u b t t h e 
c a u s e o f the m a n y m u r d e r s w h i c h t a k e p l a c e a m o n g s t the 
l o w e r o r d e r s , i n m o m e n t s of e x c i t e m e n t a n d d r u n k e n n e s s . 
I f t h e y h a d not t h e s e k n i v e s a t h a n d , t h e i r r a g e w o u l d 
p r o b a b l y c o o l , o r a f a i r fight w o u l d finish t h e m a t t e r , a n d 
if t h e y c o u l d n o t w e a r t h e s e k n i v e s ^concéalèd, I p r e s u m e * 
they w o u l d b e p r o h i b i t e d f r o m c a r r y i n g t h e m . 

A s f o r t a k i n g a w o m a n - c o o k in M e x i c o , o n e m u s t h a v e 
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s t r o n g n e r v e s a n d a g o o d a p p e t i t e to e a t w h a t s h e d r e s s e s , 
h o w e v e r p a l a t a b l e , a f te r h a v i n g s e e n h e r . O n e l o o k at 
h e r ' f l o w i n g l o c k s , one g l a n c e a t he r r e b o s o , et c ' e s t f in í . 

• • ^ n d ' y e t ' t h e M e x i c a n s e r v a n t s h a v e t h e i r g o o d q u a l i t i e s , 
a n d ' a r e a t h o u s a n d t i m e s p r e f e r a b l e to t h e f o r e i g n s e r v a n t s 
o n e i i r ids in M e x i c o ; e s p e c i a l l y t h e F r e n c h . B r i n g i n g them 

**wi th y o u i s a d a n g e r o u s e x p e r i m e n t . I n ten d a y s they 
( !begih to f a n c y t h e m s e l v e s l a d i e s a n d g e n t l e m e n — t h e m e n 

H a v e D o n t a c k e d to the i r n a m e ; a n d t h e y e i t h e r m a r r y a n d 
s e t u p s h o p s , o r b e c o m e u n b e a r a b l y i n s o l e n t . A to le rab le 
F r e n c h c o o k m a y o c c a s i o n a l l y be h a d , b u t y o u m u s t p a y 
h i s , s e r v i c e s t h e i r w e i g h t i n g o l d , a n d w i n k a t h i s ex to r 
t i o n s a n d r o b b e r i e s . T h e r e a r e one o r t w o F r e n c h r e s t a u -
r a n s , w h o w i l l s e n d y o u in a v e r y g o o d d i n n e r a t an 
e x t r a v a g a n t p r i c e : a n d it i s c o m m o n in f o r e i g n h o u s e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y a m o n g s t the E n g l i s h , to a d o p t t h i s p l a n w h e n 
e v e r t h e y g i v e a l a r g e e n t e r t a i n m e n t , 

p T h e M e x i c a n s e r v a n t s h a v e s o m e n e v e r - f a i l i n g g o o d 
q u a l i t i e s . T h e y a r e the p e r f e c t i o n of c i v i l i t y — h u m b l e , 
o b l i g i n g , e x c e s s i v e l y g o o d - t e m p e r e d , a n d v e r y e a s i l y at 
t a c h e d to t h o s e w i t h w h o m they l i v e ; a n d if tha t r a t a a v i s , 
a gfood M e x i c a n h o u s e k e e p e r , c a n be f o u n d , a n d t h a t s u c h 
m a y be met w i t h I f r o m e x p e n e n c e c a n tes t i fy , then the 
t r o u b l e s of t h e m e n a g e r e s t u p o n her s h o u l d e r s , a n d a c c u s 
t o m e d a s s h e i s to the a m i a b l e w e a k n e s s e s of h e r c o m -
p a t f i o t e s , s h e i s n e i t h e r s u r p r i s e d n o r d i s t u r b e d by t h e m . 

A s fo r w a g e s , a g o o d p o r t e r h a s f r o m fifteen to t w e n t y 
d o l l a r s per m o n t h ; a c o a c h m a n f r o m t w e n t y to t h i r t y — 
m a n y h o u s e s k e e p t w o o r e v e n three c o a c h m e n ; o n e w h o 
d r i v e s f r o m the b o x , one w h o r ides p o s t i l i o n , a n d a th i rd 
f o r e m e r g e n c i e s . O u r f r i e n d — , w h o h a s m a n y h o r s e s , 
m u l e s , a n d c a r r i a g e s , h a s f o u r ; a n d p a y s f o r t y d o l l a r s per 
m o n t h to h i s h e a d c o a c h m a n ; the o t h e r s in p r o p o r t i o n . 
A F r e n c h c o o k h a s a b o u t t h i r t y d o l l a r s — a h o u s e k e e p e r 
f r o m t w e l v e to f i f t e e n ; a m a j o r - d o m o a b o u t t w e n t y or 
m o r e ; a . f o o t m a n s i x or s e v e n ; g a l o p i n e a n d c h a m b e r m a i d 
five o r s i x ; n g a r d e n r r f r o m i w r l v c . lo fiflccn. S e w i n g -
g i r l s h a v e a b o u t three r e a l s p e r d i e m . P o r t e r , c o a d u n e n , 
a n d g a r d e n e r , h a v e the i r w i v e s a n d f a m i l i e s in t h e h o u s e , 
w h i c h w o u l d be a n a n n o y a n c e , w e r e the h o u s e s not so 
l a r g e . T h e m e n - s e r v a n t s g e n e r a l l y a r e m u c h c l e a n e r ^ n d 

1 b e t t e r d r e s s e d t h a n the w o m e n . 
O n e c i r c u m s t a n c e is r e m a r k a b l e ; t h a t , d i r ty a s the 

w o m e n - s e r v a n t s a r e , a n d n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the e n o r m o u s 
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s i z e o f M e x i c a n h o u s e s , a n d M e x i c a n f a m i l i e s , . the h o u s e s 
t h e m s e l v e s a r e , g e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , t h e p e r f e c t i o n of c l e a n 
l i n e s s . T h i s m u s t be d u e e i t h e r to a g o o d h o u s e k e e p e r , 
w h i c h is r a r e l y to be f o u n d , o r to t h e c a r e t a k e n b y the 
m i s t r e s s o f the h o u s e h e r s e l f . T h a t p r i v a t e h o u s e s s h o u l d 
h a v e th is a d v a n t a g e o v e r c h u r c h e s a n d t h e a t r e s , o n l y 
p r o v e s t h a t l a d i e s k n o w h o w to m a n a g e t h e s e m a t t e r s 
b e t t e r t h a n g e n t l e m e n , s o t h a t o n e i s i n c l i n e d to w i s h 
à l a M a r t i n e a u y ' t h a t t h e M e x i c a n p o l i c e w e r e e n t i r e l y 
c o m p o s e d o f o ld w o m e n . 
• 12 th .—I h a v e f o r m e d a n a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h a v e r y 
a m i a b l e a n d a g r e e a b l e n u n i n the c o n v e n t of S a n t a T e r e s a , 
one o f the s t r i c t e s t o r d e r s . I h a v e o n l y s e e n h e r t w i c e , 
t h r o u g h a g r a t i n g . S h e i s a h a n d s o m e w o m a n 1 of g o o d 
f a m i l y , a n d it i s s a i d o f a r e m a r k a b l y j o y o u s d i s p o s i t i o n ; 
fond of m u s i c a n d d a n c i n g , a n d g a y s o c i e t y , : y e t a t t h e 
a g e o f e i g h t e e n , c o n t r a r y to the w i s h e s o f : a l l h e r f a m i l y , 
she t o o k t h e v e i l , a n d d e c l a r e s s h e h a s n e v e r r e p e n t e d of 
it. A l t h o u g h I c a n n o t s e e h e r , I c a n h e a r h e r v o i c e , a n d 
ta lk to h e r t h r o u g h a t u r n i n g . w o o d e n s c r e e n , w h i c h h a s 
a v e r y m y s L c n o u s c i f c c l . S h e g i v e s m e a n a c c o u n t o f h e r 
o c c u p a t i o n s a n d of the l i t t le e v e n t s t h a t t a k e p l a c e i n h e r 
s m a l l w o r l d w i t h i n ; w h i l s t I b r i n g h e r n e w s f r o m the w o r l d 
w i t h o u t . T h e c o m m o n p e o p l e h a v e t h e g r e a t e s t v e n e r a 
t ion f o r t h e h o l y s i s t e r h o o d , a n d I g e n e r a l l y find t h e r e a 
n u m b e r of w o m e n w i t h b a s k e t s , a n d m e n c a r r y i n g p a r c e l s -
or l e t t e r s ; s o m e a s k i n g t h e i r a d v i c e or a s s i s t a n c e , o t h e r s 
e x e c u t i n g t h e i r c o m m i s s i o n s , b r i n g i n g t h e m v e g e t a b l e s o r 
b r e a d , a n d l i s t e n i n g to t h e s o u n d of t h e i r v o i c e w i t h the 
m o s t e a g e r a t t e n t i o n . M y f r i e n d , t h e M a d r e • , has^ 
p r o m i s e d to d r e s s a n u m b e r of w a x figures for m e , i n the 
e x a c t c o s t u m e o f a l l t h e d i f ferent n u n s i n M e x i c o , b e g i n 
n i n g w i t h t h a t o f he r o w n c o n v e n t . 

I h a v e n o w s e e n t h r e e n u n s t a k e the v e i l ; a n d , n e x t to 
a d e a t h , c o n s i d e r i t t h e s a d d e s t e v e n t t h a t c a n o c c u r i n ) 
th is n e t h e r s p h e r e ; y e t t h e f r e q u e n c y of t h e s e h u m a n 
s a c r i f i c e s h e r e i s not .so s t r a n g e a s m i g h t a t first a p p e a r . 
A y o u n g g i r l , w h o k n o w s n o t h i n g of t h e w o r l d , w h o , a s 
it t o o f r e q u e n t l y h a p p e n s , h a s a t h o m e n e i t h e r a m u s e m e n t 
n o r i n s t r u c t i o n , a n d n o s o c i e t y a b r o a d , w h o f r o m c h i l d 
h o o d i s u n d e r t h e d o m i n i o n of h e r c o n f e s s o r , a n d w h o -
f i rmly b e l i e v e s t h a t b y e n t e r i n g a c o n v e n t s h e b e c o m e s 
s u r e of h e a v e n ; w h o m o r e o v e r finds t h e r e a n u m b e r of 
c o m p a n i o n s o f h e r o w n a g e , a n d of o l d e r w o m e n w h o l o a d ' 
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, , . . u3 i U i d ourcsBCB-^-it ¡¡5 no t , a f t e r ni l , a s t g n i s h -
i n g t h & t shç s h o u l t l c t t n s e n t - t p i n s u r e h e r sa lya t iop . p n s u c h 

f̂Sdd̂ to'thís t h e s p l c ^ d p u r qf, the c c r e m p n y , of w h i c h s h e 
¿ M t e sole o b j e c t ; • t h e ^ . c y n o s u r e of. .al l approv ing : e y e s . A 
tfirl o f s i x t e e i i f i n d s . i t h a r d to r e s i s t a l l t h i s . I a m to ld 
t h a t m o r e tfirla R r o - t f i m t t e n by tho e g r c n u m y , i h n » by u . y -
t h í n í r x l s e m d a n v i u c l m e d . U ) behçve i t , f r q m t h e , f c n i a r l i p 
I - h a v e h e a r d m a d e o n t h e s e o c c a s i o n s by y o u n g g i r l s in 
m y v i c i n i t y . W h a t d o e s s h e l o s e ? A h u s b a n d a n d c h i l 
d r e n ? P r o b a b l y s h e h a s s e e n no o n e w h o h a s t o u c h e d 
her. h e a r t . M p s t p r o b a b l y s h e h a s h i t h e r t o seen n o m e n , 
o r i a t l e a s t c o n v e r s e d w i t h n o n e , b u t h e r b r o t h e r s , h e r 
u n c l e s . , , o r h e r c o n f e s s o r . , S h e h a s p e r h a p s a l s o fe l t the 
rtroiibles of a. M f x i ç a n m é n a g e . T h e s o c i e t y of m e n 1 

' S h e ; w i l l st j lb s e e " h e r c o n f e s s o r , a n d s h e w i l l h a v e o c c a 
s i o n a l v i s i t s f r o m r e v e r e n d p a d r e s a n d r i g h t r e v e r e n d 
b ) s h o p s . 
x . S q m e . o f . t h e s e c o n v e n t s a r e not e n t i r e l y f r e e f r o m scandal; A m o n g s t t h e m o n k s , there a r c m a n y w h o a r e 
UpHUly (l dlntft NOt' U» (luiir o«H in i ;v ihiMi^h 1 fn iu ly be l ieve 
t Ê a t ' b y , f a r t t h c g r e a t e r n u m b e r lead a l i fe of p r i v a t i o n a n d 
'Vtr.tuo.j i T h e i r c o n d u c t n u n , lo ;i c e r t a i n o x i e i u , b e j u d g e d 
ftí -by i tho, w o r l d ; - b u t t h e p a l e n u n s , d e v u u t a n d p u r e , 
i n v p u r c d i n t j ie c l o i s t e r f o r l i fe , k n e e l i n g be fore t h e s h r i n e , 
q r c h a n t i n g h y m n s i n t h e s i l e n c e of the n i g h t , a v e i l both 
tfwly , a n d , a l l e g o r i c a l l y m u s t s h a d e t h e i r v i r t u e s or t h e i r 
f a i l i n g s . . T h e n u n s of t h e S a n t a T e r e s a a n d of o t h e r 
tXfiQt' o r d e r s , , w h o l i v e s p a r i n g l y , p r o f e s s t h e m o s t s e v e r e 
r u l e s , a n d h a v e n o s e r v a n t s o r b o a r d e r s , e n j o y a u n i v e r s a l 
f S p u f a t i p n f p r v i r t u e a n d s a n c t i t y . T h e y c o n s i d e r the 
Qjthen c o n v e n t s w o r l d l y , a n d the i r m o t t o i s , " A l l or 
n o t h i n g ; the w o r l d o r the c l o i s t e r . " E a c h a b b e s s a d d s a 
.Stricter ru le , a s e v e r e r p e n a n c e than h e r p r e d e c e s s o r , a n d 

ip th is they g l o r y . M y f r i e n d the M a d r e f r e q u e n t l y 
$ 8 y f r - - " W e r e I . t o b e b o r n a g a i n , I s h o u l d c h o o s e , a b o v e 
W r y . lot ir\ l i f e , t o b e . a n u n of the S a n t a T e r e s a , b u t of 
i lp Qíhçr c o n v e n t . . . 
. u - J t i ^ . f i t r a n g f i . h Q w , a l l the w o r l d o v e r , m a n k i n d s e e m s to 
(PfPPCt f r p t n , t h o s e ' w h o a s s u m e re l ig ion a s a p r o f e s s i o n a 

of . s u p e r h u m a n p e r f e c t i o n . T h e i r f a i l i n g s a r e 
ins is ted: u p o n . E v e r y e y e i s upon t h e m to m a r k w h a t -

E f l » ^ bte 1 m í s s ! n t h e i r c o n c l u c t ' T h e i r v i g u e s , the i r 
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b l o l c a n be U i s c o v c r c d i n their o l i a m c t e r . T h e r e m u s f be 
no m o r a l b l e m i s h i n t h d p r i e s t h o o d . , In the C a t h o l i c 
r e l i g i o n , w h e r e m o r e 'm p r o i t B s e d , s t i l l m o r e i s d e m a n d e c j , 
a n d the e r r o r s of o n e p a d r e o r o n e . e c c l e s i a s t i c :$eçm to. 
t h r o w a s h a d e i o v e r t h e w h o l e c o m m u n i t y , to w h i c h .they 
b e l o n g . ' !•'•' ; 

L E T T E R T H E T W E N T I E T H 

T h e Conver\t Entry,—Dialogue—A Chair in Church—Arr i va l oí the 
Nun—Dress—José M a r i a — C r o w d — W i t h d r a w a l of the B lack Cur
ta in—The T a k i n g of the Ve i l—The Sermon—A Dead Body— 
Another Vict i rn—Convent of the Encarnación—Attempt at a 

• Hymn-f— Inv i t a t i on—Morn ing V is i t—The N u n and iier Mother 
— Banquet-*—Taking Leave'—Cerempny , of the Ve i l - t ak ing — A 
Beaut i fu l jV i c t im—The Last Look—Presentat ion to the Bishop— 
Reflections—Verses,, 

4t.h June. 

SOME d a y s a g o , h a v i n g rece ived a m e s s a g e f r o m m y n u n 
t h a t n tfirl w a s about to falco l h e ve i l in h e r e o n v e n t , 1 
w e n t t h e r e wbotit bix u ' c l o c k , a n d k n o w i n g Uni t the c h u r c h 
o n these, o c c a s i o n s i s ap t to be c r o w d e d to s u f f o c a t i o n , 1 
p r o c e e d e d to the ra ja , a n d s p e n h í n y to a n i n v i s i b l e w i t h i n , 
r e q u e s t e d to k n o w i n w h a t par t of the c h u r c h !• c o u l d h a v e 
a p l a c e . U p o n w h i c h a v o i c e r e p l i e d - r -

" H e r m a n i t a (my s i s t e r ) , I a m r e j o i c e d to s e e y o u . Y o u 
s h a l l h a v e a p l a c e b e s i d e the g o d m o t h e r . " . 

" M a n y t h a n k s , H e r m a n i t a . W h i c h w a y s h a l l J g o ? " 
V o i c e . — " Y o u s h a l l g o t h r o u g h t h e s a c r i s t y . José 

M a r i a Í " 
José M a r i a , a : t h i n , p a l e , l a n k i n d i v i d u a l , w i t h h o l l o w 

c h e e k s , w h o w a s s t a n d i n g n e a r l i k e a ; p a g e i n w a i t i n g , 
s p r a n g f o r w a r d — " M a d r e c i t a , I a m h e r e . l " 

V o i c e . - — " J o s é M a r i a — T h a t l a d y i s the S e ñ o r a de 
C n. Y o u w i l l c o n d u c t her e x c e l l e n c y to the f r o n t of 
t h e g r a t i n g , a n d g i v e h e r a c h a i r . " 

A f t e r I h a d t h a n k e d the v o i c e for h e r k i n d n e s s i n at tend^ 
i n g to m e on a d a y w h e n s h e . w a s so m u c h o c c u p i e d w i t h 
o t h e r a f f a i r s , t h e o b s e q u i o u s José M a r i a led t h e w a y , a n d 
I f o l l o w e d h i m t h r o u g h the s a c r i s t y i n t o the c h u r c h , w h e r e 
t h e r e w e r e . a l r e a d y a f e w k n e e l i n g h g u r e s a n d t h e n c e into 
the ra i led-of f e n c l o s u r e d e s t i n e d f o r t h e r e l a t i v e s o f !the 
f u t u r e m m , w h e r e I w a s p e r m i t t e d to s i t d o w n irl ti o o m -
for luh lo ve lvet nlmir. I luid been i hero bu l ,a l U l l e wh i le 
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w h e n the a f o r e s a i d José M a r i a r e a p p e a r e d , p i c k i n g his 
s t e p s a s if h e w e r e w a l k i n g - u p o n e g g s i n a s i c k - r o o m . 
H e b r o u g h t m e a m e s s a g e f r o m t h e M a d r e tha t the 
n u n h a d a r r i v e d , a n d t h a t the m a d r e c i t a w i s h e d to k n o w if 
I ahoult l l iUn I" H'lvc h e r mi otuln'nro bd 'oro (ho e c r o m o n y 
b e g a n . I t h e r e f o r e f o l l o w e d m y g u i d e b a c k in to lhe 
s a c r i s t y , w h e r e the f u t u r e n u n w a s s e a t e d b e s i d e her god
m o t h e r , a n d in the m i d s t of h e r f r i e n d s a n d r e l a t i o n s , about 
th i r ty in a l l . 

S h e w a s a r r a y e d in p a l e b lue s a t i n , w i t h d i a m o n d s , 
p e a r l s , a n d a c r o w n of flowers. S h e w a s l i teral ly 
s m o t h e r e d in b l o n d e a n d j e w e l s ; a n d h e r f a c e w a s flushed 
a s w e j l it m i g h t b e , fo r s h e h a d p a s s e d t h e d a y i n t a k i n g 
l e a v e of h e r f r i e n d s a t a f ê te they h a d g i v e n h e r , a n d had 
t h e n , a c c o r d i n g to c u s t o m , been p a r a d e d t h r o u g h the 
t o w n i n a l l he r finery. A n d n o w h e r l a s t h o u r w a s at 
h a n d . W h e n I c a m e in she rose a n d e m b r a c e d m e with 
a s m u c h c o r d i a l i t y a s i f w e h a d k n o w n e a c h o t h e r for 
y e a r s . B e s i d e h e r s a t the M a d r i n a , a l s o in w h i t e sat in 
a n d j e w e l s ; a l l the r e l a t i o n s b e i n g l i k e w i s e d e c k e d out in 
the i r finest a r r a y . T h e n u n k e p t l a u g h i n g e v e r y n o w and 
t h e n i n t h e m o s t u n n a t u r a l a n d h y s t e r i c a l m a n n e r , a s I 
t h o u g h t , a p p a r e n t l y to i m p r e s s u s w i t h the c o n v i c t i o n of 
h e r p e r f e c t h a p p i n e s s ; fo r it i s a g r e a t point of honour 
a m o n g s t g i r l s s i m i l a r l y s i t u a t e d to l o o k a s c h e e r f u l and 
g a y a s p o s s i b l e ; ' t h e s a m e f e e l i n g , t h o u g h in a different 
d e g r e e , w h i c h i n d u c e s t h e g a l l a n t h i g h w a y m a n to j e s t in 
tilt! j i reae i icu of (he i m d l i t n d c w h e n (he l u u i ^ i i i n u ' s cord 
i s w i t h i n a n i n c h of h i s n e c k , the s a m e w h i c h m a k e s the 
g a l l a n t g e n e r a l w h o s e l i fe i s fo r fe i ted , c o m m a n d h i s m e n 
to fire o n h i m ; t h e s a m e w h i c h m a k e s the H i n d o o w i d o w 
m o u n t the f u n e r a l p i le w i t h o u t a t e a r in h e r eye , o r a s i g h 
o n h e r l i p s . I f the r o b b e r w e r e to be s t r a n g l e d i n a 
c o r n e r of h i s d u n g e o n ; if the g e n e r a l w e r e to be put to 
d e a t h p r i v a t e l y i n h i s o w n a p a r t m e n t ; if the w i d o w were 
to be b u r n t qu ie t l y on h e r o w n h e a r t h ; if t h e n u n w e r e to 
b e s e c r e t l y s m u g g l e d in a t the c o n v e n t g a t e l ike a ba le of 
c o n t r a b a n d g o o d s , — w e m i g h t h e a r a n o t h e r tale. T h i s g i r l 
w a s v e r y y o u r i g , b u t by n o m e a n s p r e t t y ; o n the c o n t r a r y , 
r a t h e r d isgrac iée p a r l a n a t u r e ; a n d p e r h a p s a k n o w l e d g e 
of h e r o w n w a n t o f a t t r a c t i o n m a y h a v e c a u s e d t h e w o r l d 
to h a v e f e w c h a r m s for h e r . 

B u t José M a r i a cu t s h o r t m y t r á i n of re f l ec t ions , by 
r e q u e s t i n g m e to r e t u r n to my s e a t be fore t h e c r o w d 



Withdrawal of the Black Curtain 193 
a r r i v e d , w h i c h . I •d id f o r t h w i t h . S h o r t l y a f t e r , t h e c h u r c h 
doors w e r e t h r o w n o p e n , a n d a c r o w d b u r s t i n , e v e r y o n e 
strugg-ling: . to o b t a i n t h e b e s t s e a t . M u s i c i a n s e n t e r e d , 
c a r r y i n g d e s k s a n d m u s i c - b o o k s , a n d p l a c e d t h e m s e l v e s in 
two row St o n o i l h c r Hide of the e n c l o s u r e w h e r e I w a s . 
T h e n lhe u r ^ a n a t r u c k tip ¡ U ttulmuir p a u l m o d y , a n d w u e 
fo l lowed by the g a y m u s i c of the b a n d . R o c k e t s w e r e let 
o/f o u t s i d e the c h u r c h , a n d , a t the s a m e t i m e , the M a d r i n a 
and a l l the r e l a t i o n s e n t e r e d a n d k n e l t d o w n i n f r o n t o£ 
the gra t ing - w h i c h l o o k s i n t o the c o n v e n t , b u t be fore w h i c h 
h u n g a d i s m a l b l a c k c u r t a i n . I l e f t m y c h a i r a n d k n e l t 
d o w n b e s i d e the g o d m o t h e r . 

S u d d e n l y the c u r t a i n w a s w i t h d r a w n , a n d t h e p i c t u r 
esque b e a u t y o f the s c e n e w i t h i n baff les a l l d e s c r i p t i o n . 
B e s i d e the a l t a r , w h i c h w a s in a b l a z e of l i g h t , w a s a 
per fect m a s s of c r i m s o n a n d g o l d d r a p e r y ; t h e ' w a l l s , the 
an t ique c h a i r s , t h e t a b l e b e f o r e w h i c h t h e p r i e s t s s a t , a h 
h u n g w i t h the s a m e s p l e n d i d m a t e r i a l . T h e b i s h o p w o r e 
his s u p e r b m i t r e a n d r o b e s of c r i m s o n a n d g o l d ; t h e 
a t tendant p r i e s t s a l s o g U l l c r i n g i n c r i m s o n a n d g o l d 
e m b r o i d e r y . 

I n c o n t r a s t to t h e s e , five-and-twenty figures, e n t i r e l y 
robed in b l a c k f r o m h e a d to foo t , w e r e r a n g e d o n e a c h s i d e 
of the r o o m p r o s t r a t e , t h e i r f a c e s t o u c h i n g t h e g r o u n d , 
and in the i r h a n d s i m m e n s e l i g h t e d t a p e r s . O n the f o r e 
g r o u n d w a s s p r e a d a p u r p l e c a r p e t b o r d e r e d r o u n d w i t h 
a g a r l a n d of f r e s h l y - g a t h e r e d f l o w e r s , r o s e s a n d c a r n a t i o n s 
ami hc l io l ropL: , the on ly t h i n g Hint l o o k e d r e a l a n d l i v i n g 
in the w h o l e s c e n e ; a n d in the m i d d l e of th is k n e l t t h e 
n o v i c e , s t i l l a r r a y e d in h e r b l u e s a t i n , w h i t e l a c e v e i l a n d 
j e w e l s , a n d a l s o w i t h a g r e a t l i g h t e d t a p e r i n h e r h a n d . 

T h e b l a c k .nuns t h e n r o s e a n d s a n g a h y m n , e v e r y n o w 
and then f a l l i n g o n the i r f a c e s a n d t o u c h i n g the floor w i t h 
their f o r e h e a d s . T h e w h o l e l o o k e d l i k e a n i n c a n t a t i o n , 
or a s c e n e in R o b e r t 1c D i a b l e . T h e n o v i c e w a s t h e n 
r a i s e d f r o m the g r o u n d a n d led to t h e fee t of t h e b i s h o p , 
who e x a m i n e d h e r a s to h e r v o c a t i o n , a n d g a v e h e r h i s 
b l e s s i n g , a n d o n c e m o r e the b l a c k c u r t a i n fe l l b e t w e e n u s 
and t h e m . 

I n the s e c o n d a c t , s h e w a s l y i n g p r o s t r a t e on t h e floor, 
d i s r o b e d of h e r p r o f a n e d r e s s , a n d c o v e r e d o v e r w i t h a 
t) lack c l o t h , w h i l e the b l a c k figures k n e e l i n g r o u n d h e r 
c h a n t e d a h y m n . S h e w a s n o w d e a d to the w o r l d . T h e 
s u n b e a m s h a d f a d e d a w a y , a s if they w o u l d not l o o k u p o a 
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t he : s c e n e , a n d a l l the l i g h t w a s c o n c e n t r a t e d i n one great 
m a s s ' u p o n t h e c o n v e n t g r o u p . 

1 A g a i n she w a s r a i s e d . A l l t h e b l o o d h a d r u s h e d into 
her f a c e , a n d h e r a t t e m p t a t a s m i l e w a s t ru ly painful . 
S l i o then k n o l l bofoco lho h ís l iop mid r e c e i v e d l l u ; benedic
t i o n , w i t h the s i g n of the c r o s s , f r o m a w h i t e h a n d wi th the 
p a s t o r a l r i n g . S h e then w e n t r o u n d a lone to e m b r a c e all 
the d a r k p h a n t o m s a s t h e y s t o o d m o t i o n l e s s , a n d a s each 
d a r k s h a d o w c l a s p e d h e r i n i t s a r m s , it s e e m e d l ike the 
dead w e l c o m i n g a n e w a r r i v a l to the s h a d e s . 

B u t I f o r g e t t h e s e r m o n , w h i c h w a s d e l i v e r e d by a ffit 
p r i e s t , w h o e l b o w e d h i s w a y vyith s o m e dif f icul ty th rough 
the c r o w d to the g r a t i n g , p a n t i n g a n d in a p r o d i g i o u s heat , 
and e n s c o n c e d h i m s e l f in a g r e a t a r m - c h a i r c lose b e s i d e us. 
H e a s s u r e d h e r t h a t she " h a d c h o s e n the g o o d p a r t , wh ich 
c o u l d not be t a k e n a w a y f r o m h e r ; ') t h a t s h e w a s n o w one 
of t h e e lect , " c h o s e n f r o m a m o n g s t the w i c k e d n e s s and 
d a n g e r s of t h e w o r l d ; " — ( p i c k e d o u t l i k e a p l u m f r o m a 
pie) . H e m e n t i o n e d w i t h p i t y a n d c o n t e m p t t h o s e who 
w e r e " y e t s t r u g g l i n g i n t h e g r e a t B a b y l o n ; " a n d c o m 
p a r e d the i r m i s e r a b l e fa te w i t h h e r s , the B r i d e of C h r i s t , 
w h o , a f te r s u f f e r i n g a f e w p r i v a t i o n s h e r e d u r i n g a short 
t e r m o f y e a r s , s h o u l d be r e c e i v e d a t o n c e into a k i n g d o m 
of g l o r y . T h e w h o l e d i s c o u r s e w a s w e l l c a l c u l a t e d to ral ly 
h e r f a i n t i n g s p i r i t s , if f a i n t i n g they w e r e , a n d to inspire 
u s w i t h a g r e a t d i s g u s t fo r o u r s e l v e s . 

W h e n the s e r m o n w a s c o n c l u d e d , the m u s i c aga in 
s t r u c k u p — t h e h e r o i n e o f the d a y c a m e f o r w a r d , a n d stood 
b e f o r e the g r a t i n g to t a k e h e r l a s t l o o k of th is w i c k e d 
w o r l d . D o w n fe l l the b l a c k c u r t a i n . U p r o s e t h e re la
t i o n s , a n d I a c c o m p a n i e d t h e m in to the s a c r i s t y . H e r e 
they coo l ly l i g h t e d the i r c i g a r s , a n d v e r y p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y 
d i s c o u r s e d u p o n the e x c e e d i n g g o o d f o r t u n e of the new-
mnt le n u n , a n d on her ev ident ; d e l i g h t a n d s a t i s f a c t i o n 
w i t h h e r o w n s i t u a t i o n . A s w e did n o t fo l low h e r behind 
t h e s c e n e s , I c o u l d not g i v e m y o p i n i o n o n t h i s point. 
S h o r t l y a f t e r , o n e of the g e n t l e m e n c iv i l l y led m e to my 
c a r r i a g e , and so i t w a s . 

A s w e w e r e r e t u r n i n g h o m e , s o m e s o l d i e r s rode up and 
s t o p p e d ' t h e c a r r i a g e , d e s i r i n g the c o a c h m a n to t a k e to 
the o t h e r s i d e of the a q u e d u c t , to a v o i d the b o d y of a 
m a n : W h o h a d j u s t ' b e e n m u r d e r e d w i t h i n a f e w d o o r s of 
o u r h o u s e . 

I n the C o n v e n t of the I n e a r n a t i o n , I s a w a n o t h e r g i r l 
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s a c r i f i c e d i n a s i m i l a r m a n n e r . S h e w a s r e c e i v e d t h e r e 
w i t h o u t a d o w r y , o n a c c o u n t o f the e x c e e d i n g fineness o f 
her v o i c e . S h e l i t t le t h o u g h t w h a t a f a t a l g i f t i t w o u l d 
prove to h e r . T h e m o s t c r u e l p a r t o f a l l w a s , tha t w i s h i n g 
to iliM|»!ay luir fino v o i c e i n i l u ; p u h l i c , Ihey m a d e h e r s i n g 
a h y m n a l o n e , o n her k n e e s , her a r m s e x t e n d e d in the 
form of a c r o s s , be fore a l l t h e i m m e n s e c r o w d ; " A n c i l l a 
C h r i s t i s u m , " " T h e B i r d o f C h r i s t I a m . " S h e w a s a 
g o o d - l o o k i n g g i r l , f a t a n d c o m e l y , w h o w o u l d p r o b a b l y 
h a v e l e d a c o m f o r t a b l e l i fe i n the w o r l d , f o r w h i c h s h e 
s e e m e d w e l l f i t t e d ; m o s t l i k e l y w i t h o u t one t o u c h o f 
r o m a n c e or e n t h u s i a s m in h e r c o m p o s i t i o n ; b u t h a v i n g 
the u n f o r t u n a t e h o n o u r o f b e i n g n i e c e to t w o c h a n o i n e s , 
she w a s t h u s h o n o u r a b l y p r o v i d e d fo r w i t h o u t e x p e n s e i n 
her n i n e t e e n t h y e a r . A s m i g h t be e x p e c t e d , h e r v o i c e 
f a l t e r e d , a n d i n s t e a d of s i n g i n g , s h e s e e m e d i n c l i n e d to 
c r y o u t . E a c h note c a m e s l o w l y , h e a v i l y , t r e m b i n g l y ; 
a n d a t l a s t s h e n e a r l y fe l l f o r w a r d e x h a u s t e d , w h e n t w o 
of t h e s i s t e r s c a u g h t a n d s u p p o r t e d h e r . 

I h a d a l m o s t m a d e u p m y m i n d to s e e no m o r e s u c h 
s c e n e s , w h i c h , u n l i k e p u l q u e a n d b u l l - f i g h t s , I d i s l i k e m o r e 
a n d m o r e u p o n t r i a l ; w h e n w e r e c e i v e d an i n v i t a t i o n , w h i c h 
it w a s not e a s y to r e f u s e , b u t w a s the m o r e p a i n f u l t o 
a c c e p t , b e i n g a c q u a i n t e d , t h o u g h s l i g h t l y , w i t h t he v i c t i m . 
I s e n d y o u the p r i n t e d n o t e o f i n v i t a t i o n . 

" O n W e d n e s d a y , the o f t h i s m o n t h , a t s i x o ' c l o c k 
in the e v e n i n g , m y d a u g h t e r , D o ñ a M a r i a de l a C o n c e p 
c i ó n , P e , w i l l a s s u m e the h a b i t o f a n u n o f the 
c h o i r a n d t h e b l a c k ve i l i n the C o n v e n t of O u r L a d y o f the 
I n c a r n a t i o n . I h a v e t h e h o n o u r to i n f o r m y o u of t h i s , 
e n t r e a t i n g y o u to c o - o p e r a t e w i t h y o u r p r e s e n c e i n the 
s o l e m n i t y o f t h i s a c t , a f a v o u r w h i c h w i l l be h i g h l y 
e s t e e m e d by y o u r a f fec t iona te s e r v a n t , w h o k i s s e s y o u r 
h a n d . 

"MARIA JOSEFA DE — — . 
" M e x i c o , June , i & | o . " 

H a v i n g g o n e o u t in the c a r n a g e to p a y s o m e v i s i t s , I 
s u d d e n l y r e c o l l e c t e d t h a t it w a s the v e r y m o r n i n g o f the 
d a y in w h i c h t h i s y o u n g g i r l w a s to t a k e the v e i l , a n d a l s o 
tha t it w a s n e c e s s a r y to i n q u i r e w h e r e I w a s to be p l a c e d ; 
for a s to e n t e r i n g the c h u r c h w i t h t h e c r o w d o n o n e of 
t h e s e o c c a s i o n s , i t i s out of the q u e s t i o n ; p a r t i c u l a r l y w h e n 
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the g i r l b e i n g , a s in the p r e s e n t c a s e , of d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
f a m i l y , the c e r e m o n y i s e x p e c t e d to be p e c u l i a r l y m a g 
n i f i cent . I a c c o r d i n g l y c a l l e d a t the h o u s e , w a s s h o w n up
s t a i r s , a n d to m y h o r r o r , f o u n d m y s e l f i n the m i d s t of a 
" g o o d l i e c o m p a n i e , " i n r i c h a r r a y , c o n s i s t i n g of the re la 
t i o n s of the f a m i l y , to the n u m b e r of about a h u n d r e d 
p e r s o n s ; . t h e b i s h o p h i m s e l f in h i s p u r p l e r o b e s and 
a m e t h y s t s , a n u m b e r of p r i e s t s , the f a t h e r of t h e y o u n g 
l a d y i n h i s g e n e r a l ' s u n i f o r m ; she h e r s e l f in p u r p l e ve lve t , 
w i t h d i a m o n d s a n d p e a r l s , a n d a c r o w n of flowers; the 
c o r s a g e of he r g o w n e n t i r e l y c o v e r e d w i t h Ut i le b o w s of 
r i b b o n of d i v e r s c o l o u r s , w h i c h her f r i e n d s h a d g i v e n her, 
e a c h a d d i n g o n e , l i k e s t o n e s t h r o w n o n a c a i r n i n m e m o r y 
of t h e d e p a r t e d . S h e h a d a l s o s h o r t s l e e v e s a n d whi te 
s a t i n s h o e s . 

B e i n g v e r y h a n d s o m e , w i t h l ine b l a c k e y e s , g o o d teeth, 
a n d f r e s h c o l o u r , a n d a b o v e a l l w i t h the b e a u t y of y o u t h , 
fo r s h e i s b u t e i g h t e e n , s h e w a s not d i s f i g u r e d e v e n by this 
o v e r l o a d e d d r e s s . H e r m o t h e r , on the c o n t r a r y , w h o w a s 
to a c t . the p a r t o f M a d r i n a , w h o wope a d r e s s f a c - s i m i l e , 
a n d w h o w a s pa le a n d s a d , h e r e y e s a l m o s t e x t i n g u i s h e d 
w i t h w e e p i n g , l o o k e d l i k e a p i c t u r e of m i s e r y i n a ba l l -
d r e s s . I n the a d j o i n i n g r o o m , l o n g tab les w e r e la id out , 
o n w h i c h s e r v a n t s w e r e p l a c i n g r e f r e s h m e n t s fo r the fête 
a b o u t to be g i v e n on t h i s j o y o u s o c c a s i o n . I fe l t s o m e 
w h a t s h o c k e d , a n d i n c l i n e d to s a y w i t h P a u l P r y , " H o p e 
I d o n ' t i n t r u d e . " B u t m y a p o l o g i e s w e r e i n s t a n t l y cu t 
s h o r t , a n d I w a s w e l c o m e d w i t h t rue M e x i c a n h o s p i t a l i t y ; 
r e p e a t e d l y t h a n k e d for m y k i n d n e s s i n c o m i n g to see the 
n u n , a n d h o s p i t a b l y p r e s s e d to j o i n the f a m i l y f e a s t . I 
o n l y g o t off u p o n u p r o m i s e of i c l u r i n n g ;it h a l f - p a s t live 
to a c c o m p a n y t h e m to the c e r e m o n y , w h i c h , i n f a c t , I 
g r e a t l y p r e f e r r e d to g o i n g t h e r e a l o n e . 

I a r r i v e d a t the h o u r a p p o i n t e d , a n d b e i n g led u p s t a i r s 
b y t h e S e n a t o r D o n . • , f o u n d the m o r n i n g p a r t y , 
w i t h m a n y a d d i t i o n s , l i n g e r i n g o v e r the d e s s e r t . T h e r e 
w a s s o m e g a i e t y , but e v i d e n t l y f o r c e d . I t r e m i n d e d me 
of a m a r r i a g e f e a s t p r e v i o u s to the d e p a r t u r e of the b r ide , 
w h o i s a b o u t to be s e p a r a t e d f r o m h e r f a m i l y fo r t h e first 
t ime . Y e t h o w riifferont in f a d is th is b n n q u c l , w h e r e the 
m o t h e r a n d d a u g h t e r m e t t o g e t h e r for t h e l a s t t i m e on 
e a r t h 1 

A t s t a t e d p e r i o d s , i n d e e d , the m o t h e r m a y h e a r her 
d a u g h t e r ' s v o i c e s p e a k i n g to h e r a s f r o m t h e d e p t h s of the 
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t o m b ; b u t s h e m a y n e v e r m o r e fo ld h e r i n h e r a r m s , 
n e v e r m o r e s h a r e in h e r j o y s or i n her s o r r o w s , o r n u r s e 
h e r in s i c k n e s s ; a n d w h e n h e r o w n l a s t h o u r a r r i v e s , 
t h o u g h b u t a f e w s t r e e t s d iv ide t h e m , s h e m a y n o t g i v e 
h e r dying- b l e s s i n g to the c h i l d w h o h a s been fo r s o m a n y 
y e a r s the p r i d e of h e r e y e s a n d h e a r t . 

I h a v e s e e n no c o u n t r y w h e r e f a m i l i e s a r e s o k n i t 
t o g e t h e r a s in M e x i c o , w h e r e t h e a f fec t ions a r e s o c o n 
c e n t r a t e d , o r w h e r e s u c h d e v o t e d r e s p e c t a n d o b e d i e n c e 
a r e s h o w n b y the m a r r i e d s o n s a n d d a u g h t e r s to t h e i r 
p a r e n t s . I n t h a t r e s p e c t they a l w a y s r e m a i n a s l i t t le 
c h i l d r e n . I k n o w m a n y f a m i l i e s of w h i c h t h e m a r r i e d 
b r a n c h e s c o n t i n u e to l i v e i n the i r f a t h e r ' s h o u s e , f o r m i n g 
a s o r t of s m a l l c o l o n y , a n d l i v i n g i n the m o s t p e r f e c t h a r 
m o n y . T h e y c a n n o t b e a r t h e i d e a of b e i n g s e p a r a t e d , a n d 
n o t h i n g b u t d i r e n e c e s s i t y e v e r f o r c e s t h e m to l e a v e the i r 
f a t h e r l a n d . T o a l l t h e a c c o u n t s w h i c h t r a v e l l e r s g i v e 
t h e m of the p l e a s u r e s to be m e t w i t h in t h e E u r o p e a n 
c a p i t a l s , they t u r n a d e a f ea r . T h e i r f a m i l i e s a r e in 
M e x i c o — t h e i r p a r e n t s , a n d s i s t e r s , a n d r e l a t i v e s — a n d 
t h e r e is n o h a p p i n e s s for t h e m e l s e w h e r e . T h e g r e a t e r 
the re fo re i s t h e s a c r i f i c e w h i c h t h o s e p a r e n t s m a k e , w h o 
f r o m r e l i g i o u s m o t i v e s devo te the i r d a u g h t e r s to a 
c o n v e n t u a l l i fe . 

, h o w e v e r , w a s f u r i o u s a t t h e w h o l e a f fa i r , w h i c h 
he s a i d w a s e n t i r e l y a g a i n s t the m o t h e r ' s c o n s e n t , t h o u g h 
tha t of t h e f a t h e r h a d b e e n o b t a i n e d ; a n d p o i n t e d o u t to 
m e the c o n f e s s o r w h o s e in f luence h a d b r o u g h t it a b o u t . 
T h e g i r l h e r s e l f w a s n o w v e r y p a l e , b u t e v i d e n t l y r e s o l v e d 
to c o n c e a l he r a g i t a t i o n , a n d the m o t h e r s e e m e d a s if s h e 
c o u l d s h e d no m o r e t e a r s — q u i t e e x h a u s t e d w i t h w e e p i n g . 
A s the h o u r fo r the c e r e m o n y d r e w n e a r , the w h o l e p a r t y 
b e c a m e m o r e g r a v e a n d s a d , a l l b u t the p r i e s t s , w h o w e r e 
s m i l i n g a n d t a l k i n g t o g e t h e r in g r o u p s . T h e g i r l w a s n o t 
s t i l l a m o m e n t . S h e k e p t w a l k i n g h a s t i l y t h r o u g h the 
h o u s e , t a k i n g l e a v e of the s e r v a n t s , a n d n a m i n g p r o b a b l y 
her l a s t w i s h e s a b o u t e v e r y t h i n g . S h e w a s f o l l o w e d by 
her y o u n g e r s i s t e r s , a l l i n t e a r s . 

• B u t it s t r u c k s i x , a n d the p r i e s t s I n t i m a t e d t h a t i t w a s 
l i m e to m o v e . S i u : a n d her molhe i * w e n t d o w n s t a i r s 
a l o n e , a n d e n t e r e d the c a r r i a g e w h i c h w a s to d r i v e t h e m 
t h r o u g h a l l t h e p r i n c i p a l s t r e e t s , to s h o w the n u n to the 
p u b l i c a c c o r d i n g to c u s t o m , a n d to le t t h e m t a k e t h e i r l a s t 
l o o k , they of h e r , a n d s h e of t h e m . A s they g o t i n , w e 
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a l l c r o w d e d to the b a l c o n i e s to s e e h e r t a k e l e a v e of h e r 
h o u s e , he r a u n t s s a y i n g , " Y e s , c h i l d , d e s p í d e t e de Hi c a s a , 
t a k e l e a v e of y o u r h o u s e , f o r y o u w i l l n e v e r s e e it a g a i n Í " 
T h e n c a m e s o b s f r o m the s i s t e r s , a n d m a n y of the g e n t l e -
l l i c i l , tíaliuminj uf ihviv i i n i o L k m , I m s l i l y q u i l t e d i h c r o o m . 
I h o p e , for the s a k e of h i u n a n i t y , 1 did n o t r i g h i l y i n t e r p r e t 
t h e l o o k of c o n s L r a i n c d a n g u i s h w h i c h the p o o r g i r l t h r e w 
f r o m the w i n d o w of the c a r r i a g e a t the h o m e of h e r 
c h i l d h o o d . 

T h e y d r o v e off, a n d the r e l a t i o n s p r e p a r e d to w a l k ip 
proticMMon to thy c h u r c h . 1 w n l k c d w i t h l h e C o u n f 
S o , the o t h e r s f o l l o w e d in p a i r s . T h e c h u r c h w a s 
v e r y b r i l l i a n t l y í l l u n i i n a í c d , a n d a s w e e n t e r e d , t h e b a n d 
w a s p l a y i n g one of S t rauss ' s wnJ tzes 1 T h e c r o w d w a s 
s o t r e m e n d o u s tha t we w e r e n e a r l y s q u e e z e d to a je l ly in 
g e t t i n g to o u r p l a c e s . I w a s c a r r i e d off m y feet b e t w e e n 
t w o f a t S e ñ o r a s i n m a n t i l l a s a n d s h a k i n g d i a m o n d p e n d 
a n t s , e x a c t l y a s if I h a d b e e n p a c k e d b e t w e e n t w o m o v e a b l e 
f e a t h e r - b e d s . 
t T h e y g a v e m e , h o w e v e r , a n e x c e l l e n t p l a c e , q u i t e c lose 
to the g r a t i n g , b e s i d e the C o u n t e s s d c S o, t h a t i s to 
s a y , a p lace to k n e e l o n . A g r e a t b u s t l e a n d m u c h p r e 
p a r a t i o n , s e c n i e d to be g o i n g o n w i t h i n the c o n v e n t , a n d 
v e i l e d figures w e r e flitting a b o u t , w h i s p e r i n g , a r r a n g i n g , 
e t c . S o m e t i m e s a s k i n n y old d a m e w o u l d c o m e c l o s e to 
the . g r a t i n g , a n d l i f t i n g up h e r v e i l , b e s t o w u p o n the 
p e n s i v e p u b l i c a g e n e r o u s v i e w of a v e r y h a u g h t y a n d 
v e r y w r i n k l e d v i s a g e of s o m e s e v e n t y y e a r s s t a n d i n g , a n d 
b e c k o n into t h e c h u r c h fo r the m a j o r - d o m o of the c o n v e n t 
( a n e x c e l l e n t , a n d prof i tab le s i t u a t i o n by t h e w a y ) , o r for 
p a d r e th is , o r t h a t . S o m e o f the h o l y l a d i e s r e c o g n i s e d 
a n d s p o k e to m e t h r o u g h the g r a t i n g . 
. B u t a t the d i s c h a r g e of f i r e w o r k s o u t s i d e the c h u r c h the 

c u r t a i n w a s d r o p p e d , for t h i s w a s the s i g n a l tha t the n u n 
a n d h e r m o t h e r h a d a r r i v e d . A n o p e n i n g w a s m a d e in the 
c r o w d as t h e y p a s s e d in to the c h u r c h , a n d the g i r l , k n e e l 
i n g d o w n , w a s q u e s t i o n e d by the b i s h o p , b u t I c o u l d not 
m a k e out t h e d i a l o g u e , w h i c h w a s c a r r i e d on i n a l o w 
v o i c e . S h e then p a s s e d into the c o n v e n t by a s i d e d o o r , 
a n d h e r m o t h e r , qu i te e x h a u s t e d a n d n e a r l y in h y s t e r i c s , 
w a s s u p p o r t e d t h r o u g h t h e c r o w d to a p l a c e b e s i d e u s , in 
f r o n t of the g r a t i n g . T h e m u s i c s t r u c k u p ; t h e c u r t a i n 
w a s a g a i n d r a w n a s i d e . T h e s c e n e w a s a s s t r i k i n g h e r e 
a s i n the c o n v e n t of the S a n t a T e r e s a , b u t not s o l u g u -
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b r i o u s . T h e n u n s , a l l r a n g e d a r o u n d , a n d c a r r y i n g l i g h t e d 
t a p e r s i n t h e i r h a n d s , w e r e d r e s s e d i n m a n t l e s of, b r i g h t 
b l u e , w i t h a g o l d p l a t e o n the l e f t s h o u l d e r . T h e i r façes , 
h o w e v e r , w e r e c o v e r e d w i t h deep b l a c k v e i l s - - T h e g i r l * 
k n e c l i n g i n f r o n t , a n d a l s o b e a r i n g a h e a v y l i g h t q d t a p e r , 
l o o k e d buauL i íu l , wi th, h e r d i i rk h a i r a n d r i c h d j 'Vss , an<4 
t h e l o n g b l a c k l a s h e s r e s t i n g o n h e r g l o w i n g facç. . T h e 
c l i u i c h i n c n n e a r the i l l u m i n a t e d a n d i n a g n i f i c t í n t j y - d ç c k e d 
a l t a r f o r m e d , a s u s u a l , a b r i l l i a n t b a c k g r o u n d to the 
p i c t u r e . T h e c e r e m o n y w a s t h e s a m e a s o n the f o r m e r 
o c c a s i o n , but there w a s no s e r m o n . 

T h e m o a t l u m h l o t h i n g lo w i l u u s s w a y the Jnyt, s l r u i n -
i n g , a n x i o u s l o o k w h i c h the m o t h e r g a v e h e r d a u g h t e r 
t h r o u g h the g r a t i n g . S h e h a d s e e n h e r c h i l d p r e s s e d to 
the a r m s of s t r a n g e r s , a n d w e l c o m e d to her n e w . h o m e -
S h e w a s n o l o n g ç r h e r s . A l l t h e . s w e e t t ies o f n a t u r e h a d 
b e e n r u d e l y s e v e r e d , a n d s h e h a d b e e n f o r c e d to c o n s i g n 
h e r , in t h e v e r y b l o o m of y o u t h a n d b e a u t y , a t t h e v e r y 
a g e in w h i c h s h e m o s t r e q u i r e d a m o t h e r ' s c a r e , a n d w h e n 
s h e h a d but j u s t fu l f i l led the p r o m i s e of h e r c h i l d h o o d , to 
a l i v i n g t o m b . S t i l l , a s l o n g a s the c u r t a i n h a d not f a l l e n , 
s h e c o u l d g a z e upon h e r , a s u p o n o n e on w h o m , t h o u g h 
d e a d , t h e co l l in - l id is not y e t c l o s e d . 

B u t w h i l e t h e n e w - m a d e n u n w a s in a b l a z e of l i g h t , 
a n d d i s t i n c t o n the f o r e g r o u n d , so t h a t w e c o u l d m a r k 
e a c h v a r y i n g e x p r e s s i o n of h e r f a c e , the c r o w d in the 
c h u r c h , a n d t h e c o m p a r a t i v e f a i n t n e s s of the l i g h t , p r o b 
a b l y m a d e it dif f icult fo r h e r to d i s t i n g u i s h h e r m o t h e r ; f o r , 
k n o w i n g t h a t the e n d w a s a t h a n d , s h e l o o k e d a n x i o u s l y 
a n d h u r r i e d l y into t h e c h u r c h , w i t h o u t s e e m i n g , ab le to 
fix h e r e y e s o n a n y p a r t i c u l a r o b j e c t ; w h i l e h e r m o t h e r 
s e e m e d a s If he r e y e s w e r e g l a z e d , s o in ten t l y w e r e they 
fixed u p o n h e r d a u g h t e r . 

S u d d e n l y , a n d w i t h o u t a n y p r e p a r a t i o n , d o w n fe l l t h e 
b l a c k c u r t a i n l i k e a p a l l , a n d t h e s o b s a n d t e a r s of the 
f a m i l y b r o k e for th . O n e b e a u t i f u l l i t t le c h i l d w a s c a r d e d 
out a l m o s t i n fits. W a t e r w a s b r o u g h t to the p o o r m o t h e r ; 
a n d a t l a s t , m a k i n g o u r w a y w i t h di f f icul ty t h r o u g h t h e 
d e n s e c r o w d , w e g o t into the s a c r i s t y . " I d e c l a r e , " s a i d 
the C o u n t e s s to m e , w i p i n g h e r e y e s , " i t i s w o r s e 
t h a n a m a r r i a g e ! " I e x p r e s s e d m y h o r r o r a t the s a c r i f i c e 
of a g i r l so y o u n g , t h a t s h e c o u l d n o t p o s s i b l y h a v e k n o w n 
her o w n m i n d . A l m o s t a l l t h e l a d i e s a g r e e d w i t h m e , 
e s p e c i a l l y a l l w h o h a d d a u g h t e r s , b u t m a n y of the o l d 
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g e n t l e m e n w e r e of a d i f ferent o p i n i o n . T h e y o u n g men 
w e r e d e c i d e d l y of m y w a y of t h i n k i n g ; b u t m a n y y o u n g 
g i r l s , w h o w e r e c o n v e r s i n g t o g e t h e r , s e e m e d r a t h e r to 
e n v y the i r f r i e n d , w h o h a d l o o k e d so p r e t t y a n d g r a c e f u l , 
u n d " s o h a p p y , " m u l w h o s e rii'isss " s u i t e d her s o w e l l , " 
a n d to h a v e n o o b j e c t i o n to " g o , a n d do l i k e w i s e . " 
' I h a d the h o n o u r of a p r e s e n t a t i o n to t h e b i s h o p , a fat 
a n d por t l y p r e l a t e , w i t h g o o d m a n n e r s , a n d w e l l b e s u i t i n g 
h i s p r i e s t l y g -a rments . 1 a m u s e d m y s e l f , w h i l e w e wai ted 
fo r t h e c a r r i a g e s , b y l o o k i n g o v e r a p a m p h l e t w h i c h lay 
o n t h e tab le , c o n t a i n i n g the c e r e m o n i a l of t h e v e i l - t a k i n g . 
W h e n w e r o s e to g o , a l l the l ad ies of t h e h i g h e s t rank 
d e v o u t l y k i s s e d t h e b i s h o p ' s h a n d ; a n d I w e n t h o m e , 
t h i n k i n g by w h a t l a w o f G o d a ch i ld c a n t h u s be d r a g g e d 
f r o m the m o t h e r w h o b o r e a n d bred h e r , a n d i m m u r e d in 
a c l o i s t e r f o r l i fe , a m o n g s t s t r a n g e r s , to w h o m s h e has 
n o t i e , a n d t o w a r d s w h o m s h e o w e s no du ty . T h a t a 
c o n v e n t m a y be a b l e s s e d s h e l t e r f r o m t h e c a l a m i t i e s of 
Ufa, II llltvun [or ( l ie imj i i u l r i I r d , u r o i t l n ^ pitu'c l(>r ihe 
w e a r y , a s a f e a n d h o l y a s y l u m , w h e r e a n e w f a m i l y and 
k i n d f r i e n d s a w a i t t h o s e w h o s e n a t u r a l t ies a r c b roken 
a n d w h o s e e a r l y f r i e n d s a r e g o n e , I a m w i l l i n g to a d m i t ; 
b u t i t i s n o t i n the flower of y o u t h th a t the w a r m hear t 
s h o u l d be c o n s i g n e d to t h e c o l d c l o i s t e r . L e t t h e y o u n g 
t a k e their c h a n c e of s u n s h i n e or of s t o r m : the c a l m and 
s h a d y r e t r e a t is fo r h e l p l e s s a n d u n p r o t e c t e d old a g e . 

— — , to w h o m 1 d e s c r i b e d one of t h e s e c e r e m o n i e s , 
w r o t e s o m e v e r s e s , s u g g e s t e d by m y a c c o u n t of t h e m , 
w h i c h I s e n d y o u . 

' I n tropic gwg-eousness, the L o r d of Day 
To the b r igh t chambers of the west ret i red, 

And w i t h the g lo ry of his par t ing ray 
The hundred domes of Mexico he fired, 

When I, w i t h vague and solemn awe inspired, 
Entered the Incarnat ion 's sacred fane. 

The vaulted roof, the d i m aisle far ret i red, 
Echoed the deep-toned organ's holy s t ra in , 
Wh ich through the incensed ai r did mournfu j ly complain. 

The ve i l i ng cur ta in suddenly w i thdrew, 
; . Op'ning- a glor ious al tar to the 's igh t , 

, Whcro cr imson in termixed its regal hue 
W i th noid ttil i l j invvld tlwil imU'lt i / iut Mm Hnl ' l 

O f (lie huge tapers near them ( laming b r i gh t 
From golden stands—the bishop, mi t re-crowncd, 

' '• Stood stately near—in order due around 
•The sisterhood kne l t down, t h e i r brows upon (he g round . 
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The novice entered : to her doom she went , 

Gems on her robes, and flowers upon her b row. 
V i r g i n of tender years, poor innocent £ 

Pause, ere thou speak t h ' irrevocable vow. ' 
W h a t if thy heart should change, thy spir i t fa i l? 

She kneels. T h e black-robed sisters cease to bow. 
They ruibu u hymn which Ruums u fuucrul w a i l , 
Wh i l e o'er the pageant fal ls the dark , lugubr ious vei l . 

A g a i n lhe veil is up. O n earth she lies, 
W i t h the drear mantle of the pal l spread o'er, 

The new-made nun, the l i v i ng sacrifice, 
Dead to this wor ld of ours for evermore ! 

T h e sun his pa r t i ng rays has ceased to pour, k 
As loth to lend his l i g h t to such a scene. . . . } 

The sisters raise her f r o m the sacred floor, | 
Suppor t ing her their holy arms between ; :i 
The mi t red priest stands up w i th pa t r ia rcha l mien. 

And speaks the benediction ; al l is done. ' 
A l i fe-in-death must her l ong years consume. ; 

She clasped her new-made sisters one by one. 
As the black shadows their embraces gave 

Tlmy fir.Miircl l iU " ts|iiirlit"* f rom Ihoir ptneo of doom. 
Steal ing f rom out eternal n igh l 'a l i t lml cuve, ji 
T o meet their comrade new, and ha i l her to the grave. /'[ 

The cur ta in fell aga in , the scene was o'er, f 
The pageant gone—its g l i t te r and its pr ide, Ü' 

And it would be a pageant and no more, ( 
Hut for the maid miscalled the Heavenly Br ide, 

I f 1, an utter stranger, unal l ied ; 
. To her by sl ightest t ies, some gr ie f sustain, 
Wha t feels the yearn ing mother, f r om whose side j 

Is to rn the chi ld whom she hath reared in vain, 
To share her joys no more, no more to sooth her pain I 
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SINCE m y l a s t l e t te r w e h a v e been a t S a n A g u s t í n de los 
C u e v a s , w h i c h , w h e n I l a s t s a w it, w a s a d e s e r t e d v i l l a g e , 
but w h i c h d u r i n g t h r e e d a y s in t h e y e a r p r e s e n t s t h e 
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a p p e a r a n c e of a v a s t b c c - h i v c or a n t - h i l l . S a n A g u s t i n ! ] 
A t t h e n u m e h o w m a n y h e a r t s th rob w i t h e m o t i o n 1 H o w > 
m a n y h a n d s a r e m e c h a n i c a l l y t h r u s t into e m p t y p o c k e t s I ;! 
H o w m a n y vit í íons of J o n g - v a n i b h e d g o l d e n o u n c e s (lit 
b e f o r e a c h i n g e y e s ! W h a t f a i n t c r o w i n g of w o u n d e d 
c o c k s ! W h a t t i n k l i n g of g u i t a r s a n d b l o w i n g of horns 
c o m e upon the e a r ! S o m e , i n d e e d , t h e r e be, w h o can 
l o o k r o u n d u p o n the i r w e l l - s t o r e d h a c i e n d a a n d e a s y - r o l l i n g 
c a r r i a g e s , a n d r e m e m b e r the d a y , w h e n w i t h threadbare 
c o a t , a n d s t a k e of th ree m o d e s t o u n c e s , t h e y first courted 
F o r t u n e ' s f a v o u r s , a n d w h o , b e i n g t h e n i n d i g e n t , and 
e n j o y i n g a n indi f ferent r e p u t a t i o n , f o u n d t h e m s e l v e s , at 
the conulu.sion uf n f e w SIUTCNSÍVC S a n A g u s t i n s , the 
f o r t u n a t e p r o p r i e t o r s of g o l d , a n d l a n d , a n d h o u s e s ; and, 
m o r e o v e r , w i t h a n u m m p e a c h a b k : f a m e ; fo r lie w h o can 
fling g o l d - d u s t in h is n e i g h b o u r ' s e y e s , p r e v e n t s him 
f r o m s e e i n g too c l e a r l y . B u t t h e s e f a v o u r i t e s of the blind 
g o d d e s s a r e f e w a n d f a r b e t w e e n ; a n d t h e y h a v e for the 
m o s t pa r t , w i t h a v i e w to g r e a t e r s e c u r i t y , b e c o m e holders 
o r s h a r e r s of b a n k s at S a n A ^ u s f i n , . thus i n v e s t i n g their 
fo r tune hi a Mceurc f u n d ; n u m : so i l cc id tu l ly , if we may 
b e l i e v e the n e w s p a p e r r e p o r t s , t h a n in the b a n k of the 
U n i t e d S h t l e a nt [h is p r e s e n I w n i i n g . 

T i m e , in i t s r e v o l u t i o n s w h i r l i n g a l l t i l i ngs o u t - o f their 
p l a c e s , h a s m a d e ' no c h a n g e in the a n n u a l fôte of S a n 
A g u s t i n . F a s h i o n s a l te r . T h e g r a c e f u l m a n t i l l a g r a d u 
a l ly g i v e s p l a c e to the u n g r a c e f u l bonnet . T h e o ld painted 
c o a c h , m o v i n g s l o w l y l i k e a c a r a v a n , w i t h O u i d o ' s A u r o r a 
p a i n t e d on i ts g a u d y p a n e l s , is d i s m i s s e d f o r the L o n d o n -
b u i l t c a r r i a g e . O l d c u s t o m s h a v e p a s s e d a w a y . T h e 
l a d i e s no l o n g e r s i t o n t h e d o o r - s i l l s , e a t i n g r o a s t duck 
w i t h the i r fingers, o r w i t h the a i d of t o r t i l l a s . E v e n the 
C h i n a m p a s h a v e b e c o m e s t a t i o n a r y , a n d h a v e o c c a s i o n a l l y 
j o i n e d the c o n t i n e n t . B u t the a n n u a l fete of S a n A g u s t i n 
i s b u i l t on a m o r e so l id f o u n d a t i o n t h a n t a s t e or c u s t o m , 
o r floating s o i l . I t i s f o u n d e d u p o n t h a t l o v e of g a m b l i n g , 
w h i c h i s s a i d to be a p a s s i o n i n h e r e n t in o u r n a t u r e , and 
w h i c h i s c e r t a i n l y i m p r e g n a t e d w i t h the M e x i c a n con- i 
s t i t u t i o n , in m a n , w o m a n , a n d c h i l d . T h e b e g g a r s gamble 
a t the c o r n e r s of t h e s t r e e t s or u n d e r t h e a r c h e s ; t h e little 
b o y s g a m b l e in g r o u p s i n the v i l l a g e s ; the c o a c h m e n and 
f o o t m e n g a m b l e a t the d o o r s of t h e t h e a t r e w h i l e w a i t i n g 
f o r t h e i r m a s t e r s . 

B u t w h i l e t h e i r h a n d i s t h u s k e p t i n a l l ' t h e y e a r round , 
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there a r e three d a y s s a c r e d l y s e t a p a r t a n n u a l l y , i n w h i c h 
every a c c o i n m o d a t i o n i s g i v e u to t h o s e w h o a r e bent u p o n 
ruining' t h e m s e l v e s or the i r n e i g h b o u r s ; w h i l s t e v e r y z e s t 

J that s o c i e t y c a n n l f o r d , is he ld o u t lo r e n d e r the t c m p t a -
j t i o n m o r e a l l u r i n g . A s r e l i g i o n i s c a l l e d i n to s a n c t i f y 

e v e r y t h i n g , r i g h t o r w r o n g ; a s the r o b b e r wilt p l a n t a 
1 c ross a t the m o u t h of h is c a v e , a n d t h e p u l q u e - s h o p s do 
I o c c a s i o n a l l y c a l l t h e m s e l v e s " P u l q u e r í a s of t h e M o s t H o l y 

V i r g i n , " so t h i s s e a s o n of g a m b l i n g i s fixed for t h e f ê t e 
of P a s c u a ( W h i t s u n d a y ) , a n d the c h u r c h e s a n d t h e 
g a m b l i n g - h o u s e s a r e t h r o w n o p e n s i m u l t a n e o u s l y . 

T h e v i l l a g e is in i tse l f p r e t t y a n d p i c t u r e s q u e ; a n d , a s 
a s t o n e a t i ts enl.ry i n í o i i n s u s , w a s b u i l t by the a c t i v e 
V i c e r o y R e v i l l a g i g e d o , w i t h the p r o d u c t , a s -—•— a s s u r e d 
us, of t w o l o t t e r i e s . I t i s c h a r m i n g l y s i t u a t e d , in the 
midst o f h a n d s o m e v i l l a s a n d o r c h a r d s , w h o s e h i g h w a l l s , 
over topped by f r u i t - t r e e s , b o r d e r the n a r r o w l a n e s . A t 
this s e a s o n the t r e e s a re l o a d e d w i t h t h e y e l l o w c h a b a c a n o 
and the p u r p l e p l u m , a l r e a d y r i p e ; w h i l e t h e p e a r - t r e e s 
ore b o n d i n g u n d e r the w e i g h t of the i r f r u i t . T h e g a r d e n s 
are fu l l of i l o w c r s ; (he rose; ; in their l a s t b l o o m , c o v e r i n g 
the c r o w d w i t h t h e i r p i n k l e a v e s , a n d j a s m i n e a n d s w e e t -
puus in p r o f u s i o n , n n i k i n g (he a i r f i n g n i u f . T h e r a i n y 
s e a s o n l i a s s c a r c e s e t i n , t h o u g h f r e q u e n t s l ioWora h a v e 
laid t h e d u s t , a n d r e f r e s h e d t h e a i r . T h e c o u n t r y v i l l a s 
are filled w i t h a l l t h a t i s g a y e s t a n d m o s t d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
in M e x i c o , a n d e v e r y h o u s e a n d e v e r y r o o m in the v i l l a g e 
has b e e n h i r e d fo r m o n t h s in a d v a n c e . T h e l a d i e s a r e i n 
their m o s t e l e g a n t t o i l e t s , a n d l o o k i n g f o r w a r d to a 
de l igh t fu l w h i r l o f d a n c i n g , c o c k - f i g h t i n g , g a m b l i n g , 
d i n i n g , d r e s s i n g , a n d d r i v i n g a b o u t . 

T h e h i g h - r o a d l e a d i n g f r o m M e x i c o to S a n A g u s t i n i s 
c o v e r e d w i t h v e h i c l e s of e v e r y d e s c r i p t i o n ; . c a r r i a g e s , 
d i l i g e n c e s , h a c k n e y - c o a c h e s , c a r t s , a n d c a r r a t e l a s . T h o s e 
who a r e not f o r t u n a t e e n o u g h to p o s s e s s a n y w h e e l e d 
c o n v e y a n c e , c o m e o u t o n h o r s e , a s s , o r m u l e ; s i n g l e , 
doub le , o r t r e b l e , i f n e c e s s a r y ; a n d m a n y h u n d r e d s , w i t h 
v i s i o n s of s i l v e r b e f o r e t h e i r e y e s , a n d a f e w c l a c o s ( p e n c e ) , 
hid u n d e r t h e i r r a g s , t r u d g e o u t on foot . T h e P r e s i d e n t 
h i m s e l f , in c a r r i a g e - a n d - s i x , a n d a t t e n d e d by h i s a i d e s -
d e - c a m p , s a n c t i o n s by h i s p r e s e n c e the a m u s e m e n t s of 
the f ê t e . T h e M e x i c a n g e n e r a l s a n d o t h e r of f icers f o l l o w 
in h i s w a k e , a n d t h e g r a t i f y i n g s p e c t a c l e m a y n o t u n f r e -
quent ly be s e e n , o f the p r e s i d e n t l e a n i n g f r o m h i s b o x i n 
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the p l a n a do g a l l o s , amd bett ing: upon a c o c k , w i t h a cpjit* 
l e s s , b o o t l e s s , h a t l e s s , a n d p r o b a b l y w o r t h l e s s ragamuf l in 
In t h e p i t . E v e r y o n e , the re fo re , h o w e v e r h u m b l e his 
d e g r e e , h a s the p l e a s u r e , w h i l e fol lowing- his specu la t ive 
i n c l i n a t i o n s , of ref lect ing' that , he t r e a d s in the s teps of 
the m a g n a t e s of the l a n d ; a n d , as S a m YVel ler w o u l d say, 
" V o t a c o n s o l a t i o n t h a t n iust be to h i s f e e l i n g s ! " 
. A t a l l e v e n t s , nothing- can be g a y e r than the appearance 
of the v i l l a g e , a s y o u r c a r r i a g e m a k e s i ts w a y through 
the n a r r o w l a n e s i n t o the p r i n c i p a l p l a z a , a m i d s t the 
a s s e m b l e d c r o w d of c o a c h e s a n d f o o t - p a s s e n g e r s ; Ihough 
the face» of the people bear e v i d e n c e t h a i p l e a s u r e alone 
h a s n o t b r o u g h t t h e m to S a n A g u s t í n . A l l r o u n d lhe 
s q u a r e a r e the g a m b l i n g - h o u s e s , w h e r e for t h r e e n ights 
a n d t h r e e d a y s every tab le i s o c c u p i e d . A t the pr inc ipa l 
m o n t e s n o t h i n g is p l a y e d but g o l d , but a s there i s a c c o m 
m o d a t i o n f o r a l l c l a s s e s , so there a r e s i l v e r t ab les i n the 
i n f e r i o r h o u s e s , wh i le o u t s i d e a r e r o w s of tables on wh ich 
a r e h e a p s of c o p p e r , c o v e r e d w i t h a r u g g e d a w n i n g , and 
s u r r o u n d e d by léperos a n d b l a n k e t e d I n d i a n s , p l a y i n g 
m o n t a in ¡ m i U i t i o n of l l i d r U H l c r s , l l i o u g h on a s c a l e more 
s u i t e d to t h e i r f i n a n c e s . 

( H a v i n g lef t M e x i c o e a r l y in the m o r n i n g , w e stopped 
to b r e a k f a s t a t S a n A n t o n i o , a noble h a c i e n d a , a b o u t four 
l e a g u e s f r o m M e x i c o , b e l o n g i n g to the D o w a g e r M a r q u e s a 
de V i v a n c o , w h e r e w e b r e a k f a s t e d w i t h a l a r g e par ty . 
I t i s a fine so l id m a s s of b u i l d i n g , a n d a s y o u en te r the 
c o u r t y a r d , t h r o u g h a d e e p a r c h w a y , the g r e a t o u t h o u s e s , 
s t a b l e s , a n d e s p e c i a l l y t h e g r a n a r y , look l ike r e m a i n s oí 
f ç u d a l i s m , they a r e o n s o l a r g e a n d m a g n i f i c e n t a sca le . 
I t i s a n i m m e n s e a n d v a l u a b l e p r o p e r t y , p r o d u c i n g both 
m a i z e a n d m a g u e y , a n d the h o s p i t a l i t y of the f a m i l y , who 
a r e a m o n g s t o u r e a r l i e s t f r i e n d s here , is upon a s l a r g e a 
s c a l e a s e v e r y t h i n g t h a t b e l o n g s to t h e m . W e h a d u 
Sp lend id b r e a k f a s t , in a f ine o l d h a l l , a n d s t a y e d b u t a short 
t ime to v i s i t the g a r d e n s a n d the c h a p e l , as w e were 
a n x i o u s to a r r i v e a t S a n A g u s t i n in t i m e fo r the c o c k - f i g h t . 

I t i s s i n g u l a r , tha t w h i l e S a n A g u s t i n is s i t i m l e d in 
the m i d s t o f the m o s t fer t i le a n d p r o d u c t i v e c o u n t r y , there 
s h o u l d Yiñ o p p o s i t e to i t , a n d b o u n d e d a s it w e r e by the 
g r a c e f u l P e r u v i a n t r e e s a n d s i l v e r p o p l a r s w h i c h s u r r o u n d 
a s m a l l c h u r c h on the o t h e r s i d e of t h e h i g h - r o a d , a g rea t 
t r a c t o f b l a c k l a v a , s t e r i l , b l e a k , a n d ent i re ly dest i tute 
of v e g e t a t i o n , c a l l e d t h e P e d r e g a l . T h i s c o v e r s the 
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country al l a l o n ^ to S a n A g u s t i n a n d to the b a s e of the 
mounta in of A j u s c o , w h i c h l i e s b e h i n d i t , c o n t r a s t i n g 
s t range ly w i t h the b e a u t i f u l g r o v e s a n d g a r d e n s i n i ts 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d , a n d l o o k i n g a s i f it h a d been c u r s e d fo r 
some c r i m e c o m m i t t e d t h e r e . T h e h i g h - r o a d , w h i c h r u n s 
nearly in a d i r e c t l ine f r o m the h a c i e n d a to S a n A g u s t i n , 
is b r o a d a n d in to lerable r e p a i r ; but be fore a r r i v i n g t h e r e , 
it i s so l i t t le a t t e n d e d to , tha t d u r i n g the r a i n y s e a s o n i t 
m ight be p a s s e d in c a n o e s ; y e t this i m m e n s e f o r m a t i o n 
of f e r r u g i n o u s l a r v a a n d p o r p h y r i t i c r o c k l i es c o n v e n i e n t l y 
in i ts v i c i n i t y . A l a r g e s u m , s u p p o s e d to be e m p l o y e d in 
m e n d i n g the r o a d , is co l l ec ted a n n u a l l y a t the t o l l , c l o s e 
to S a n A n t o n i o . F o r e a c h c a r r i a g e t w o d o l l a r s a r e a s k e d , 
and fo r c a r t s a n d a n i m a l s in p r o p o r t i o n . T h e p r o p r i e t o r 
of th is toll o r p o s t a z g o i s a l s o the o w n e r of the p l a z a 
de g a l l o s , w h e r e a do l l a r is p a i d fo r e n t r y , t h e s u m s 
produced by w h i c h g o e x c l u s i v e l y to e n r i c h t h e s a m e 
ind iv idua l . T h e g o v e r n m e n t h a s no a d v a n t a g e f r o m 
it. . . . 

T h e l a s t d a y of the fê te is c o n s i d e r e d the b e s t , a n d it i s 
moíít c r o w d t d on thai: d a y , both by f a m i l i e s f r o m M e x i c o 
and by f o r e i g n e r s w h o g o so le ly for p l e a s u r e , t h o u g h n o t 
u n f r e q u c n l l y t e m p t e d to d o a l itt le b u s i n e s s on the i r o w n 
account . I n fac t , the t e m p t a t i o n s a r e g r e a t ; a n d it m u s t 
be diff icult for a y o u n g m a n to w i t h s t a n d t h e m . 

W e w e n t to the g a l l o s a b o u t three o ' c l o c k . T h e p l a z a 
was c r o w d e d , a n d the l a d i e s in their b o x e s l o o k e d l i k e a 
par te r re of d i f f e r e n t - c o l o u r e d flowers. B u t w h i l s t t h e 
Señoras in the i r b o x e s d i d h o n o u r to the fôte by t h e i r 
br i l l iant to i le t , the g e n t l e m e n p r o m e n a d e d round t h e c i r c l e 
in j a c k e t s , h i g h a n d l o w b e i n g o n the s a m e c u r t a i l e d 
foot ing , a n d c e r t a i n l y in a s ty le of d r e s s m o r e be f i t t ing 
the e x h i b i t i o n . T h e p r e s i d e n t a n d h i s s u i t e w e r e a l r e a d y 
therc^ a lso s e v e r a l of the f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r s . . 

M e a n w h i l e , the c o c k s c r o w e d v a l i a n t l y , be ts w e r e 
a d j u s t e d , a n d even the w o m e n entered in to the sp i r i t of 
the s c e n e , t a k i n g bets w i t h the g e n t l e m e n sotto v o c e in 
their b o x e s , upon s u c h a n d s u c h f a v o u r i t e a n i m a l . A s a 
s m a l l kn i fe is f a s t e n e d to the l e g of e a c h cocjc, the bat t le 
se ldom l a s t e d l o n g , one or o ther f a l l i ng e v e r y f e w m i n u t e s 
irj a poo l o f b lood . T h e n there w a s a c l a p p i n g of h a n d s , 
m i n g l e d w i t h the loud c r o w i n g of s o m e u n f o r t u n a t e c o c k , 
w h o w a s g i v i n g h i m s e l f a i r s p r e v i o u s to a c o m b a t w h e r e 
he w a s p r o b a b l y d e s t i n e d to c r o w his l a s t . I t h a s a c u r i o u s 
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e f f e c t - t o E u r o p e a n eyes, to see young* l ad ies of good 
f a m i l y , l o o k i n g p e c u l i a r l y f e m i n i n e a n d g e n t l e , s a n c t i o n 
i n g ) by t h e i r p r e s e n c e , th is s a v a g e d i v e r s i o n . I t i s no 
d o u b t the effect of e a r l y h a b i t , a n d you w i l l s a y that at 
l e a s t it is no w o r s e t h a n a b u l l - l i g h t ; w h i c h is c e r t a i n -
y e t c r u e l a s the l a t te r i s , I find s o m e t h i n g inore e n grar ide , 
m o r e nob le , in the 

. "Ungen t l e sport, that oft Invites 
The Spanish nmicl, nnd cheers the Spunish swain ; " 

i n t h e r o a r i n g of the " l o r d of l o w i n g h e r d s / ' the ga l lop
i n g o f : the l ine h o r s e y , the s k i l l o f the r k l e r s , lhe gay 
d r e j i s c s , , the m u s j c , and the a g i l e m a t a d o r ; in s h o r t , in 
the ,whole p o m p and c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f t h e c o m b a t , than 
w h e n One Ipolfs qu ie t ly o n to see t w o b i r d s p e c k each 
o t h e r ' s e y e s ou t , ami c u t ouch o t h e r lo p i e c e s . U n l i k e 
c o c k - p i t s i n : o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , a t t e n d e d b y b l a c k l e g s apd 
p i c k p o c k e t s a n d g e n t l e m a n l y roués , by f a r t h e la rges t 
p o r t i o n of t h e a s s e m b l y i n the pit w a s c o m p o s e d of the 
fifst y o u n g m e n i n M e x i c o , a n d fo r th a t m a t t e r , of the 
fir^t o l d o n e s a l s o . T h e r e w a s ne i ther c o n f u s i o n , n o r no ise , 
n o r e v e n l o u d t a l k i n g , f a r l e s s s w e a r i n g , a m o n g s t the 
l o w e s t of t h o s e a s s e m b l e d in the r i n g ; a n d it is th is quiet 
^ n d p r d e r l y b e h a v i o u r w h i c h t h r o w s o v e r a l l t h e s e incon
g r u i t i e s a c l o a k o f d e c e n c y a n d d e c o r u m , tha t h i d e s their 
i m p r o p r i e t y s o c o m p l e t e l y , th a t e v e n f o r e i g n e r s w h o have 
l i v e d ! h e r e a f e w y e a r s , a n d w h o w e r e at first s t r u c k w i th 
a s t o n i s h m e n t .by these t h i n g s , a r e n o w qui te reconc i l ed to 
t h e m . ;, 

r A s f a r a s the c o m p a n y w e n t , it m i g h t h a v e b e e n the 
í í o u s e of í í e p r e s e n t a t i v e s in W a s h i n g t o n ; the l a d i e s in 
t h e g a l l e r y l i s t e n i n g to t h e d e b a t e s , a n d the j n e m b e r s in 
t l ie b o d y of t h e h o u s e s u r r o u n d i n g M e s s r s . a n d - , 
o r a n y o ther t w o v e h e m e n t o r a t o r s ; a p p l a u d i n g the i r b i t ing 
r e m a r k s a n d c u t t i n g s a r c a s m s , a n d e n c o u r a g i n g t h e m to 
c r o w o v e r e a c l ) . o t h e r . T h e p r e s i d e n t m i g h t h a v e been 
the s p e a k e r , a n d the c o r p s d i p l o m a t i q u e r e p r e s e n t e d itself . 

W e h a d a n a g r e e a b l e d i n n e r a t t h e E s , a n d after
w a r d s a c c o m p a n i e d t h e m to the C a l v a r i o , a h i l l where 
there , w a s a b a l l a l f r e s c o , w h i c h w a s r a t h e r a m u s i n g , and 
t h e n p a i d a v i s i t ' t o the f a m i l y o f G e n e r a l M o r a n , w h o has 
a b e a u t i f u l h o u s e a n d g a r d e n s i n the n e i g h b o u r h o o d . W e 
f o u n d a l a r g e p a r t y a s s e m b l e d , a n d a m o n g s t t h e m the 
p r e s i d e n t - A f t e r w a r d s , a c c o m p a n i e d b y the - — • m i n i s t e r , 
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and the l a d i e s of o u r p a r t y , w e w e n t to take, a v i e w pf 
the g a m b l i n g - t a b l e s , a n d o p e n e d o u r e y e s a t the; h e a p s of 
go ld , w h i c h c h a n g e d o w n e r s e v e r y m i n u t e . I s a w C — — r - a , 
a m i l l i o n u i r c , w i n a n d l o s e a t h o u s a n d o u n c e s a p p a r e n t l y 
w i t h e q u a l ind i lTerence . A l i t t le a d v o c a t e h a v i n g . .won 
two t h o u s a n d l ive h u n d r e d o u n c e s , w i s e l y o r d e r e d h i s 
c a r r i a g e a n d set off for M e x i c o , w i t h the b e s t fea h e h a d 
ever r e c e i v e d in h i s l i fe . L a d i e s d o not g e n e r a l l y l o o k 
on a t the t a b l e s , b u t m a y if they p l e a s e , a n d ^ s p e c i a l l y 
if they be s t r a n g e r s . E a c h g a m b l i n g - r o o m w a s w e l l fitted 
up, a n d l o o k e d l i k e a p r i v a t e a p a r t m e n t . , 

W e then r e t u r n e d h o m e a n d d r e s s e d for the b a l l , w h i c h 
w a s g i v e n in the e v e n i n g i n the p l a z a de g a l l o s . W e first 
went u p s t a i r s to a b o x , b u t I a f t e r w a r d s took t h e a d v i c e 
of M. de a n d c a m e d o w n to s e e the d a n c e r s . T h e r e 
were l a d i e s in fu l l d r e s s , a n d g e n t l e m e n in w h i t e j a c k e t s 
— r a t h e r i n c o n s i s t e n t . T h e c o m p a n y , t h o u g h p e r f e c t l y 
quiet a n d w e l l - b e h a v e d , w e r e not v e r y s e l e c t , a n d w e r e , 
on t h a t a c c o u n t , p a r t i c u l a r l y a m u s i n g . M a d a m e de -r > 
a n d I w a l k e d a b o u t , a n d c e r t a i n l y l a u g h e d m u c h m o r e 
than w e s h o u l d h a v e d o n e in a m o r e d i s t i n g u i s h e d s o c i e t y . 

A b o u t t w o i n t h e m o r n i n g w e r e t u r n e d , to M e x i c o , a n d 
a s I th is m o m e n t r e c e i v e a n o t e f r o m t h e : A m e r i c a n 
m i n i s t e r , i n f o r m i n g me tha t t h e p a c k e t f r o m V e r a C r u z 
is a b o u t to s a i l , I s h a l l s e n d off m y l e t te rs n o w ; a n d 
s h o u l d w e s t i l l be here n e x t y e a r , I s h a l l t h e n g i v e y o u 'a 
m o r e de ta i l ed d e s c r i p t i o n of l h e f ê t e , of the b a l l , b o t h a t 
C a l v a r i o a n d in the c o c k - p i t , a n d a l s o of t h e " h i g h l i f e 
b e l o w s t a i r s " g a m b l i n g , a t w h i c h t h e s c e n e s a r e i m p a y -
ab le . I n o n e r e s p e c t t h e f a s h i o n s of S a n A g u s t i n a r e 
a l t e r e d f r o m w h a t they w e r e a f e w y e a r s a g o , w h e n t h e 
S e ñ o r a s u s e d to p e r f o r m five e l a b o r a t e a n d d i s t i n c t t o i l e t s 
d a i l y ; the first in the m o r n i n g , the s e c o n d for the. c o c k 
fight, the t h i r d fo r the d i n n e r , the f o u r t h fo r the b a l l o n 
the h i l l of C a l v a r y , a n d l h e fifth fo r t h e b a l l i n the e v e n i n g . 
I a m to ld t h a t a s they d a n c e d i n the o p ç n a i r , o n t h e h i l l , 
w i t h a l l t h e i r d i a m o n d s a n d p e a r l s o n , in t h e m i d s t o f a n 
i m m e n s e c o n c o u r s e of p e o p l e , a g r e a t m a n y j e w e l s w e r e 
c o n s t a n t l y l o s t , w h i c h t h e léperos u s e d a f t e r w a r d s to 
s e a r c h for , a n d p i c k , u p f r o m the g r a s s ; , a r iel) h a r v e s t -
T h o u g h t h e y s t i l l d r e s s a g r e a t d e a l , t h e y a re ç o n t p n t ç d 
w i t h c h a n g i n g t h e i r to i le t t w i c e , o r : a t the ; m o s t , t h r e e 
t i m e s i n the c o u r s e of t h e d a y . , , 

U p o n the w h o l e , t h e s e three d a y s a r e e x c e s s i y c l y 
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a m u s i n g , a n d a s a l l r a n k s a n d c o n d i i i o n s a r e m i n g l e d , one 
s e e s m u c h m o r e v a r i e t y t h a n a t a b a l l in the c i ty . 

O n the i r w a y h o m e , C -n a n d S e f i o r d i s c u s s e d 
t j ie effects l i k e l y to be p r o d u c e d o n the m o r a l s of the 
p e o p l e by t h i s fê te . S e ñ o r , l i k e n e a r l y a l l t h e w ises t 
m e n here , p e r s i s t s in c o n s i d e r i n g g a m b l i n g an innocent 
a m u s e m e n t , a n d d e c l a r e s , t h a t a t a l l e v e n t s , th is f ê t e ought 
n e v e r to be d o n e a w a y w i t h . I n h i s o p i n i o n , it c o n d u c e s 
to t h e h a p p i n e s s of the p e o p l e , g i v e s t h e m a n a n n u a l p lea 
s u r e to look f o r w a r d to , a n d by the m i n g l i n g of a l l r a n k s 
w h i c h then t a k e s p l a c e , k e e p s up a g o o d f e e l i n g be tween 
the h i g h e r a n d l o w e r o r d e r s . C n a s k e d h i m w h y , if 
s u c h w a s t h e c a s e , t h e g o v e r n m e n t d i d not a t least 
e n d e a v o u r to d r a w s o m e a d v a n t a g e f r o m it , a f t e r the 
m a n n e r of t h e C o u n t de R e v i l l a g i g e d o — w h y , a s t h e b a n k , 
b y t h e n a t u r e of the g a m e , h a s , b e s i d e s a g r e a t c a p i t a l , 
w h i c h s w a l l o w s u p a l l the s m a l l e r o n e s , an i m m e n s e profit, 
a m o u n t i n g to t w e n t y - f i v e p e r c e n t . , t h e y d o not m a k e the 
b a n k e r s p a y f o u r o r five per c e n t . , a n d c h a r g e ha l f a 
d o l l a r o r m o r e to cm-h i n d i v i d u n l w l i u e n t e r s in g a m b l e ; 
w i t h w h i c h m o n e y they m i g h t beau t i f y the v i l l a g e , m a k e 
a p u b l i c p a s o e , a g o o d r o a d , a c a n a l to M e x i c o , e t c . 

I t h o u g h t t h a t w h a t e v e r the g o v e r n m e n t m i g h t feel on 
t h i s s u b j e c t , n e i t h e r the b a n k e r s nor the g a m b l e r s w o u l d 

\ r e l i s h the i n s i n u a t i o n . I s h a l l w r i t e in a f e w d a y s by the 
B a r o n d e • , m i n i s t e r f r o m — — , w h o l e a v e s M e x i c o in 
a f o r t n i g h t . 

• . . L E T T E R T H E T W E N T Y - S E C O N D . 

'Countess C a—Gutierrez l i s t rada—Dinner at General Moran 's— 
' - " ' D o w a g e r Marquesa — Fête at San Anton io —Approach of the 
•' .Rainy Season—Diamonds and Plate—Great B a l l — N i g h t Trave l -

l i n g — Severe Storm — Chapter of Accidents — Corpus Chr is t i — 
Pobliina Drain — Book-club — B a l l — I l u m m ing-bi rd — J'nmckenn 

,. Fr iar—Missions to O ld and New Cal i forn ia—Zeal and Endurance 
': o f the Missionaries—Present Condi t ion—Convent Gardener. 

17th June. 

A s w e d ine n e a r l y e v e r y S u n d a y w i t h the C o u n t e s s de 
l a C a at T a c u b a y , w h e r e s h e k e e p s o p e n h o u s e t o al l 
h e r ' f r i e n d s , w e h a v e h a d t h e p l e a s u r e of b e c o m i n g in t i rh-
a t e l y a c q u a i n t e d w i t h h e r s o n - i n - l a w , S e ñ o r G u t i e r r e z 
E s t r a d a , w h o , w i t h h i s a m i a b l e w i f e , h a s l a te ly r e t u r n e d 
f r o m ' E u r o p e . 
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A g r e a t d i n n e r w a s g i v e n u s the o t h e r d a y b y G e n e r a l 

M o r a n a n d h i s l a d y t h e M a r q u e s a de V i v a n c o , a t S a n 
A g u s t i n . W e w e n t e a r l y t h a t w e m i g h t h a v e t i m e to 
w a l k a b o u t t h e g a r d e n , w h i c h i s b e a u t i f u l , a n d to v i s i t a n 
ar t i f ic ia l c a v e t h e r e , w h i c h w e f o u n d l i g h t e d u p w i t h 
c o l o u r e d l a m p s , a n d w h e r e a m o s t f a s c i n a t i n g s p e c i e s of 
cold m i l k p u n c h , w i t h c a k e s , w a s s e r v e d to the c o m p a n y . 
T h e d i n n e r w o u l d c e r t a i n l y h a v e been s u p e r b i n a n y 
c o u n t r y ; t h e f a m i l y h a v e t r a v e l l e d a g r e a t d e a l i n E u r o p e , 
(per f o r c e , t h e g e n e r a l h a v i n g been e x i l e d fo r s e v e r a l 
y e a r s , ) a n d a r e a m o n g s t the o ldes t a n d r i c h e s t in M e x i c o . ' 
T h e d o w a g e r m a r q u e s a h a s a m o s t p a t r i a r c h a l f a m i l y of 
d a u g h t e r s a n d g r a n d - d a u g h t e r s , a n d of t h e l a r g e p a r t y 
a s s e m b l e d a t t a b l e , n e a r l y a l l w e r e c o m p o s e d of i t s d i f f e ren t 
m e m b e r s . I n the e v e n i n g w e h a d a p l e a s a n t d a n c e u n d e r 
the t r e e s . 

2 0 t h . — B e i n g i n v i t e d y e s t e r d a y to a f ê t e a t S a n . A n t o n i o , 
we lef t M e x i c o a b o u t e i g h t o ' c l o c k , by the g r e a t c a u s e w a y 
l e a d i n g to S a n A g u s t i n . T h e d a y w a s p e c u l i a r l y b r i l l i a n t , 
but (he r a i n y s e a s o n is n o w a n n o u n c i n g i t s a p p r o a c h by 
f r e q u e n t s h o w e r s t o w a r d s e v e n i n g . , W e f o u n d a l a r g e 
p a r t y a s s e m b l e d , a n d a b o u t t w e l v e o ' c l o c k s a t d o w n to a 
m o s t m a g n i f i c e n t b r e a k f a s t of a b o u t s i x t y p e r s o n s . E v e r y 
t h i n g w a s s o l i d s i l v e r ; e v e n t h e p l a t e s . A v a s t c a p i t a l i s 
s u n k i n d i a m o n d s a n d p l a t e i n th is c o u n t r y , no g o o d s i g n 
of . the s t a t e o f c o m m e r c e . . T h e l a d i e s in g e n e r a l w e r e 
d r e s s e d in w h i t e e m b r o i d e r e d m u s l i n s , o v e r w h i t e o r 
c o l o u r e d s a t i n , a n d one o r t w o P a r i s d r e s s e s s h o n e c o n 
s p i c u o u s . T h e r e w a s o n e s p e c i m e n of real M e x i c a n 
b e a u t y ; the S e ñ o r a a f a c e p e r h a p s m o r e I n d i a n t h a n 
S p a n i s h , v e r y d a r k , , w i t h fine e y e s , b e a u t i f u l t e e t h , v e r y 
l o n g d a r k h a i r , a n d fu l l of e x p r e s s i o n . T h e h o u s e , w h i c h 
is i m m e n s e l y l a r g e , is f u r n i s h e d , ' o r r a t h e r u n f u r n i s h e d , 
in t h e s ty le o f a l l M e x i c a n h a c i e n d a s . A f t e r b r e a k f a s t , , 
w e h a d m u s i c , d a n c i n g , w a l k i n g , a n d b i l l i a r d - p l a y i n g . 
S o m e b o l e r o s w e r e v e r y g r a c e f u l l y d a n c e d by a d a u g h t e r 
of t h e m a r q u e s a ' s , a n d they a l s o s h o w e d u s s o m e d a n c e s 
of t h e c o u n t r y . . T h e f ê t e t e r m i n a t e d .w i th t h e m o s t 
b e a u t i f u l s u p p e r I a l m o s t e v e r s a w . A " g r e a t h a l l w a s 
l i g h t e d w i t h c o l o u r e d l a m p s , the w a l l s e n t i r e l y : l i n e d Wi th 
g r e e n b r a n c h e s , a n d h u n g w i t h f r e s h g a r l a n d s of flowers 
m o s t t a s t e f u l l y a r r a n g e d . T h e r e w a s a g r e a t d e a l o f 
g a i e t y a n d c o r d i a l i t y , of m a g n i f i c e n c e w i t h o u t c e r e m o n y , ' 
a n d r i c h e s w i t h o u t p r e t e n s i o n . 
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; A l t h o u g h w a r n e d by v a r i o u s s h o w e r s th a t a b a d n ight 
w o u l d p r o b a b l y s e t i n , a n d a l t h o u g h it w a s too l i k e l y that 
t h e h o s p i t a l i t y w i t h i n the h o u s e w o u l d be e x t e n d e d to our 
c o a c h m e n , a n d e v e n t h o u g h the w h o l e p a r t y w e r e s t r o n g l y 
p r e s s e d b y - t h e m a r q u e s a to p a s s the n i g h t t h e r e , s o tha t it 
w a s w i t h di f f icul ty w e r e s i s t e d her e n t r e a t i e s to r e m a i n , 
w e d i d , i n the f a c e of a l l t h i s , s e t off a t t w e l v e o ' c l o c k at 
nigfht to r e t u r n to M e x i c o ; a b o u t s e v e n c a r r i a g e s t o g e t h e r , 
w i t h v a r i o u s g e n t l e m e n r i d i n g . T h o u g h v e r y d a r k there 
w a s no r a i n , a n d w e flattered o u r s e l v e s it w o u l d k e e p fair 
t i l l w e r e a c h e d the e i ty . T h e m i n i s t e r o f the i n t e r i o r , who 
is m a r r i e d . t o a d a u g h t e r o f the m a r q u e s a , C n a n d I, 
a n d ^ a ' G ü e r a R o d r i g u e z , se t off in o n e c a r n a g e . S o m e 
c a r r i a g e s h a d l a m p s , o t h e r s h a d n o n e . S o m e h a d s ix 
h o r s e s ; w e h a d s i x m u l e s , a n d an e s c o r t of d r a g o o n s . 
W e h a d not g o n e t w o m i l e s before a t h u n d e r s t o r m c a m e 
o n ; a n d the b l a c k c l o u d s w h i c h h a d been g a t h e r i n g above 
Q U C h e a d s b u r s t f o r t h in t o r r e n t s of r a i n . T h e w i n d w a s 
t r e m e n d o u s . ' A l l the l a m p s w e r e e x t i n g u i s h e d . T h e 
h o r s e s w a d e d u p to the i r k n e e s in m u d a n d w a t e r . S u d 
d e n l y t h e r e w a s a c r a s h , f o l l o w e d by loud c r i e s . A c a r r i a g e 
w a s . o v e r t u r n e d , : i n w h i c h w e r e the S e ñ o r a L a n d a 
p a r t y of g e n t l e m e n . I n t h e m i d s t of th is a w f u l s t o r m , 
a n d . p e r h a p s s t i l l m o r e b e w i l d e r e d by g e n e r o u s l i q u o r , their 
c o a c h m a n h a d l o s t h i s w a y , a n d l o d g e d t h e m a l l in a d i t c h . 
T h e p o o r S e ñ o r a w a s d r e a d f u l l y b r u i s e d , he r h e a d c u t , and 
h e r w r i s t d i s l o c a t e d . I n the d a r k n e s s a n d c o n f u s i o n 
s h e w a s e x t r i c a t e d w i t h d i f f icul ty , a n d p l a c e d in a n o t h e r 
c a r r i a g e . I , 
i G ü e m u l e s s t o o d s t i l l . A s f a r a s the n o i s e of the s t o r m 

w o u l d a l l o w u s to - h e a r , w e m a d e out that- o u r c o a c h m a n 
a l s o i h a d lost the: r o a d . T w o d r a g o o n s rode up to d i rec t 
h'mi. : O n e fe l l , h o r s e a n d a l l , i n t o a deep d i t c h , w h e r e he 
r e m a i n e d t i l l - t h e n e x t m o r n i n g . A n o t h e r c a r r i a g e c a m e 
p l o u g h i n g ' i t s w a y b e h i n d u s . . A n o t h e r e x c l a m a t i o n i n the 
d a r k p e s s ! . A m u l e h a d fa l l en a n d b r o k e n h i s t r a c e s , and 
p l u n g e d into t h e w a t e r . T h e p o o r a n i m a l c o u l d n o t be 
f o u n d . 1 N c v o r w a s there s u c h a d u i p l e r of a c c i d e n t s . W e 
w e r e t h e . o n l y c a r r i a g e - l o a d w h i c h - e s c a p e d e n t i r e l y , o w i n g 
ch ie f l y • to ' the s o b r i e t y of t h e c o a c h m a n . V e r y s l o w l y and 
a f t e r s u n d r y d e t e n t i o n s , w e a r r i v e d i n M e x i c o t o w a r d s 
m o r n i n g , v e r y t i r e d , but w i t h n e i t h e r b r o k e n b o n e s n o r 
b r u i s e s . • .! : 

18th.—Day of the C o r p u s C h r i s t i , in w h i c h the h o s t is-
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c a r r i e d t h r o u g h t h e c i ty in g r e a t p r o c e s s i o n a t w h i c h t h e 
p r e s i d e n t , i n fu l l u n i f o r m , t h e a r c h b i s h o p , a n d . a l l t h e 
m i n i s t e r s , e t c . , a s s i s t . I n f o r m e r d a y s th is c e r e m o n y t o o k 
p l a c e o n H o l y T h u r s d a y ; b u t finding t h a t , o n , a c c o u n t ' o f 
the v a r i o u s c e r e m o n i e s of t h e ho ly w e e k , i t c o u l d n o t b e 
kep t w i t h d u e s o l e m n i t y , a n o t h e r d a y w a s s e t a p a r t fo r i t s 
c e l e b r a t i o n . W e w e n t to a w i n d o w i n the s q u a r e , to s e e 
the p r o c e s s i o n , w h i c h w a s v e r y b r i l l i a n t ; a l l the t r o o p s 
out , a n d t h e s t r e e t s c r o w d e d . C e r t a i n l y , a s t r a n g e r 
e n t e r i n g M e x i c o o n o n e of t h e s e d a y s w o u l d b e s t r u c k w i t h 
s u r p r i s e at i t s a p p a r e n t w e a l t h . E v e r y t h i n g c o n n e c t e d 
w i t h the c h u r c h i s n i a g n i l i c e n t . 

T h i s e v e n i n g the S e ñ o r a A c a m e a f t e r it w a s d a r k , 
in a P o b l a n a d r e s s , w h i c h s h e h a d j u s t b o u g h t to w e a r a t 
a J a m a i c a , w h i c h t h e y a r e g o i n g to h a v e i n the c o u n t r y — 
a s o r t of f a i r , w h e r e a l l the g i r l s d i s g u i s e t h e m s e l v e s i n 
p e a s a n t s ' d r e s s e s , a n d g o a b o u t s e l l i n g f r u i t , l e m o n a d e , 
v e g e t a b l e s , e t c . , to e a c h o t h e r — a v e r y a n c i e n t M e x i c a n 
a m u s e m e n t . T h i s d r e s s c o s t h e r s o m e h u n d r e d ' d o l l a r s . 
T h e top of the pe t t i coa t i s y e l l o w s a t i n ; t h e r e s t , w h i c h i s 
of s c a r l e t c a s h m e r e , is e m b r o i d e r e d in g o l d a n d s i l v e r . 
H e r h a i r w a s fastencid b a c k w i t h a t h i c k s i l v e r , c o m b , a n d 
h e r o r n a m e n t s w e r e v e r y h a n d s o m e , c o r a l se t \ n g o l d . 
H e r s h o e s w h i t e s a t i n , e m b r o i d e r e d i n g o l d ; t h e s l e e v e s 
a n d b o d y of the c h e m i s e , w h i c h is o f the finest c a m b r i c , 
t r i m m e d w i t h r i c h l a c e ; a n d the p e t t i c o a t , w h i c h c o m e s 
b e l o w thp d r e s s , s h o w s t w o flounces of V a l e n c i e n n e s . S h e 
l o o k s b e a u t i f u l in t h i s d r e s s , w h i c h w i l l n o t ' b e o b j e c t e d to 
in t h e c o u n t r y , t h o u g h it m i g h t n o t s u i t a f a n c y b a l l i n 
M e x i c o . •• • ' , 1 • • 

J u n e 27th.—I w a s a w a k e n e d this , m o r n i n g by h e a r i n g 
tha t t w o boxes1 h a d a r r i v e d f r o m N e w Y o r k , c o n t a i n i n g 
b o o k s , l e t t e r s , , e t c . ; a l l v e r y a c c e p t a b l e . W e a l s o r e c e i v e d 
a n u m b e r o f o ld n e w s p a p e r s by p o s t , f o r w h i c h ' w e h a d ' t o 
p a y e i g h t e e n d o l l a r s ! E a c h s h e e t c o s t s a r e a l a n d a h a l f 
— a m i s t a k e n s o u r c e of prof i t in a r e p u b l i c ; w h e r e t h e 
g e n e r a l d i f fus ion of k n o w l e d g e i s o f s o m u c h i m p o r t a n c e , 
for t h i s n o t o n l y a p p l i e s to the i n t r o d u c t i o n of F r e n c h 
a n d l ü i g l i H h , but a l s o o f S p a n i s h n e w a p a p e r i i . S e i i o r s 
G u t i e r r e z E s t r a d a a n d C a n e d o u s e d e v e r y effort to r e d u c e 
t h i s , du ty o n n e w s p a p e r s , b u t in v a i n . • ' T h e post -o f f ice 
o p p o s e s i ts i r e d u c t i o n , f e a r i n g to' - b e d e p r i v e d o f : a n 
i m a g i n a r y r e n t - ~ i m a g i n a r y , b e c a u s e s o f e w ( p e r s o n s , c o m 
p a r a t i v e l y , t h i n k i t w o r t h t h e i r w h i l e t o g o t o - t h i s e x p e n s e . 
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T h e r e i s b u t one da i ly n e w s p a p e r i n M e x i c o , " L a G a z e t a 

d e l G o b i e r n o " ( the g o v e r n m e n t p a p e r ) , a n d it is filled w i th 
o r d e r s a n d d e c r e e s . A n o p p o s i t i o n p a p e r , the " C o s m o 
p o l i t a , " is p u b l i s h e d t w i c e a w e e k ; a l s o a S p a n i s h paper , 
t h e ." H e s p e r i a ; " both ( e s p e c i a l l y the l a s t ) a r e w e l l w r i t t e n . 
T h e r e i s a l s o the " M o s q u i t o , " s o c a l l e d f r o m i ts s t i n g i n g 
s a r c a s m s . N o w a n d t h e n a n o t h e r w i t h a n e w tit le a p p e a r s , 
l i k e a s h o o t i n g s t a r , b u t , f r o m w a n t of s u p p o r t , or f rom 
s o m e o t h e r m o t i v e , is s u d d e n l y e x t i n g u i s h e d . 

; ' E n l i g h t e n e d i n d i v i d u a l s l i k e D o n I.uca.s A k i n i a n and 
C o u n t C o r t i n a h a v e p u b l i s h e d n e w s p a p e r s , but not for any 
l e n g t h o f t i m e . C o u n t C o r t i n a , e s p e c i a l l y , ed i ted a very 
w i t t y a n d b r i l l i a n t p a p e r c a l l e d the " Z u r r i a g o t h e 
" S c o u r g e , " a n d a n o t h e r c a l l e d the " M o n o , " the " A p e ; " 
a n d i n m a n y o f h i s a r t i c l e s he w a s t o l e r a b l y s e v e r e upon 
the' i n c o r r e c t S p a n i s h of h i s b r o t h e r e d i t o r s , of w h i c h no 
o n e . c a n be. a bet ter j u d g e , h e h a v i n g been a m e m b e r of 
t h e A c a d e m i a de l a L e n g u a , " i n S p a i n . 

T h e on ly k i n d of m o n t h l y r e v i e w in M e x i c o is the 
" Moimluo M r y i e u n o , " whotlts cd i lm- INIÍJ maul*: hi:i fo i ' luoe 
b y h i s o w n a c t i v i t y a n d e x e r t i o n s , f r e q u e n t l y it c o n t a i n s 
m o r e t r a n s l a t i o n s t h a n o r i g i n a l m a t t e r ; but f r o m t ime to 
t i m e i t p u b l i s h e s sc ien t i f i c a r t i c l e s , s a i d to be w r i t t e n by 
D o n - J . M. B u s t a m a n t e , w h i c h a re v e r y v a l u a b l e , a n d 
o c c a s i o n a l l y a b r i l l i a n t a r t i c l e f r o m t h e p e n of C o u n t 
C o r t i n a . G e n e r a l O r b e g o s o , w h o is o f S p a n i s h o r i g i n , is 
a l s o a . c o n t r i b u t o r . S o m e t i m e s , t h o u g h r a r e l y , i t p u b l i s h e s 
" d o c u m e n t o s i n é d i t o s " ( u n e d i t e d d o c u m e n t s ) , c o n n e c t e d 
w i t h M e x i c a n a n t i q u i t i e s , a n d M e x i c a n n a t u r a l h i s t o r y a n d 
b i o g r a p h y , w h i c h a r e v e r y i m p o r t a n t ; a n d n o w a n d then 
i t c o n t a i n s a l i t t le p o e t i c a l g e m , I k n o w not w h e t h e r 
o r i g i n a l , o r n o t , b u t e x c e e d i n g l y b e a u t i f u l . S o f a r a s it 
g o e s , t h i s r e v i e w i s one g r e a t m e a n s o f s p r e a d i n g k n o w 
ledge , ! a t l e a s t a m o n g s t the be t te r c l a s s e s ; but I u n d e r 
s t a n d tha t t h e e d i t o r , D o n Y g n a c i o C u m p l i d o , . a very 
c o u r t e o u s , i n t e l l i g e n t m a n , c o m p l a i n s tha t it d o e s not 
p a y -

T h e r e a re n o c i r c u l a t i n g l i b r a r i e s in M e x i c o . B o o k s a re 
a t l e a s t d o u b l e the p r ice t h a t t h e y a re i n E u r o p e . T h e r e 
i s no d i f fus ion o f . u s e f u l k n o w l e d g e a m o n g s t the p e o p l e ; 
n e i t h e r c h e a p p a m p h l e t s n o r c h e a p m a g a z i n e s w r i t t e n for 
t h e i r a m u s e m e n t o r i n s t r u c t i o n ; b u t t h i s i s l e s s o w i n g to 
w a n t p f a t ten t ion : to the i r i n t e r e s t s o n 'the* p a r t o f m a n y 
g o o d a n d e n l i g h t e n e d m e n , t h a n to the unse t t l ed s t a t e of 
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the c o u n t r y ; for t h e b l i g h t of c i v i l w a r p r e v e n t s the b e s t 
s y s t e m s f r o m r i p e n i n g . 

F o r t u n a t e l y , t h e r e is^ a n E n g l i s h ¡society h e r e , a k i n d 
of b o o k - c l u b , w h o , w i t h t h e i r m i n i s t e r , h a v e u n i t e d in a 
s u b s c r i p t i o n to o r d e r f r o m E n g l a n d a l l t h e n e w p u b l i c a 
t i o n s , a n d a s C n i s a m e m b e r o f th is s o c i e t y , w e a r e 
not s o arriar és i n r e g a r d to t h e l i t e r a t u r e of t h e d a y a s 
might, hi: s u p p o s e d , L i k e a l l E n g l i s h s o c i e t i e s , i t s b a s i s 
is a g o o d d i n n e r , w h i c h e a c h m e m b e r g i v e s in t u r n , o n c e -
a n i o n l h , a f t e r w h i c h there i s a s a l e o f the b o o k s tha t 
h a v e been r e a d , a n d p r o p o s i t i o n s fo r n e w b o o k s a r e g i v e n 
in to the p r e s i d e n t . I t i s a n e x c e l l e n t p l a n , a n d I b e l i e v e 
is in p a r t a d o p t e d by o t h e r f o r e i g n e r s h e r e . B u t G e r m a n s 
of a c e r t a i n c l a s s d o not s e e m to b e suf f ic ient ly n u m e r o u s 
for s u c h a n u n d e r t a k i n g , a n d the F r e n c h i n M e x i c o , b a r 
r i n g s o m e d i s t i n g u i s h e d e x c e p t i o n s , a r c a p t . t o be a m o n g s t 
the v e r y w o r s t s p e c i m e n s of th a t p e o p l e w h i c h " le p l a i s a n t 
p a y s de F r a n c e " c a n f u r n i s h f o r t h . 

W e w e n t la te ly to a ha l l g i v e n by a y o u n g E n g l i s h m a n , 
w h i c h w a s v e r y p r c l l y , a n i l w h o r e n e a r l y a l l the E n g l i s h 
w e r e c o l l e c t e d . O f f a m i l i e s , t h e r e a r e not m o r e t h a n h a l f 
a d o z e n r e s i d e n t h e r e , the m e m b e r s of w h o m f o r m a 
s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t in c o m p l e x i o n to the M e x i c a n a s . W i t h 
v e r y few e x c e p t i o n s ( a n d t h e s e i n the c a s e o f E n g l i s h 
w o m e n m a r r i e d to f o r e i g n e r s , t h e y k e e p t h e m s e l v e s e n t i r e l y 
a loo f f r o m t h e M e x i c a n s , l i v e q u i e t l y in t h e i r o w n h o u s e s , 
into w h i c h t h e y h a v e t r a n s p l a n t e d a s m u c h E n g l i s h c o m 
fo r t a s p o s s i b l e , r a r e l y t r a v e l , a n d n a t u r a l l y find M e x i c o 
the d u l l e s t o f c i t i e s . C n h a s g o n e to d ine w i t h t h e 
E n g l i s h m i n i s t e r , a n d I a m le f t a l o n e in th is l a r g e r o o m , 
w i t h n o t h i n g b u t a h u m m i n g - b i r d to k e e p me c o m p a n y ; 
the l a s t of m y h a l f - d o z e n . I t l o o k s l i k e a l a r g e b lue fly, 
a n d i s p e r f e c t l y t a m e , b u t w i l l not l i v e m a n y d a y s . 

I w a s s t a r t l e d b y a s o l e m n v o i c e , s a y i n g , " A v e M a r i a 
P u r í s s i m a ! " A n d l o o k i n g u p t h e r e s t o o d in t h c d o o r w a y 
a " f r i a r o f o r d e r s g r a y , " b r i n g i n g s o m e m e s s a g e to 
C n f r o m the h e a d of t h e c o n v e n t o f . S a n F e r n a n d o , 
w i t h w h i c h m o n k s C — • — n h a s f o r m e d a g r e a t i n t i m a c y , 
ch ie f l y in c o n s e q u e n c e of t h e i n t e r e s t w h i c h h e h a s ' t a k e n 
in t h e h i s t o r y of the i r m i s s i o n s to C a l i f o r n i a ' . -

I n f a c t , w h e n w e h e a r the u n i v e r s a l c r y tha t is- r a i s e d 
a g a i n s t t h e s e c o m m u n i t i e s f o r the i n u t i l i t y of t h e i r l i v e s , 
it i s b u t j u s t t h a t e x c e p t i o n s s h o u l d be m a d e i n f a v o u r o f 
t h o s e o r d e r s , w h o , l i ke t h e m o n k s of S a n F e r n a n d o , h a v e 
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d i s p e r s e d t h e i r m i s s i o n a r i e s o v e r s o m e of the most 
m i s e r a b l e p a r t s of the g l o b e , a n d w h o , u n d e t e r r e d by 
d a n g e r , a n d by the p r o s p e c t of d e a t h , h a v e c u r r i e d l i^lit 
t o t h e m o s t b e n i g h t e d s a v a g e s . T h e s e i n s t i t u t i o n s a re of 
a v e r y r e m o t e da te . A l e a r n e d J e s u i t m o n k , Euséb io 
K u h n , i s s a i d to h a v e b e e n the first w h o d i s c o v e r e d that 
C a l i f o r n i a w a s a p e n i n s u l a . I n 1683 the J e s u i t s had 
f o r m e d e s t a b l i s h m e n t s in o ld C a l i f o r n i a , a n d fo r t h e first 
t i m e i t w a s m a d e k n o w n t h a t the c o u n t r y w h i c h h a d unti l 
t h e n b e e n c o n s i d e r e d a n E l D o r a d o , r i c h i n a l l p r e c i o u s 
m e t a l s a n d d i a m o n d s , w a s a r i d , s t o n y , a n d w i t h o u t water 
o r earth1 fit f o r v e g e t a t i o n ; tha t w h e r e there i s a s p r i n g of 
w a t e r i t is to be f o u n d a m o n g s t the b a r e r o c k s , a n d w h e r e 
t h e r e i s e a r t h there is no w a t e r . A f e w s p o t s w e r e found 
b y t h e s e i n d u s t r i o u s m e n , u n i t i n g these a d v a n t a g e s , a n d 
t h e r e t h e y f o u n d e d the i r first m i s s i o n s . 

. B u t the g e n e r a l h a t r e d w i t h w h i c h the J e s u i t s were 
r e g a r d e d , e x c i t e d s u s p i c i o n a g a i n s t . t h e m , a n d it w a s 
g e n e r a l l y s u p p o s e d that t h e i r a c c o u n t s w e r e f a l s e , a n d that 
t h e y w e r e p r i v a t e l y b e c o m i n g p o s s e s s e d of m u c h t r e a s u r e . 
A v i s i t a d o r ( s u r v e y o r ) w a s sen t to e x a m i n e i n t o the t ru th , 
a n d t h o u g h l i e c o u l d d i s c o v e r n o t r a c e s of g o l d o r s i l v e r , 
h e w a s a s t o n i s h e d by t h e i n d u s t r y a n d z e a l w i t h w h i c h 
t h e y h a d c u l t i v a t e d the b a r r e n a n d t r e e l e s s w a s t e . I n a 
f e w y e a r s t h e y h a d bui l t s i x t e e n v i l l a g e s , a n d w h e n they 
w e r e e x p e l l e d , in 1767, t h e D o m i n i c a n f r i a r s of M e x i c o 
t o o k t h e i r p l a c e . : 

U n t i l t h e s e m i s s i o n s w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d , a n d in e v e r y par t 
of the p e n i n s u l a w h i c h i s not i n c l u d e d i n t h e te r r i to ry of 
t h e m i s s i o n s , the s a v a g e s w e r e the m o s t d e g r a d e d s p e c i 
m e n s of h u m a n i t y e x i s t i n g . M o r e d e g r a d e d t h a n the 
b e a s t s of t h e field, they l a y a l l d a y u p o n t h e i r f a c e s on 
t h e l i r id S u m ] , b u s k i n g i n Lhe hent ; Uuiy a b h o r r e d al l 
s p e c i e s of c l o t h i n g , a n d t h e i r on ly r e l i g i o n w a s a s e c r e t 
h o r r o r tha t c a u s e d t h e m to t remble a t the i d e a of three 
d i v i n i t i e s , b e l o n g i n g to t h r e e di f ferent t r i b e s , a n d w h i c h 
d i v i n i t i e s w e r e t h e m s e l v e s s u p p o s e d to feel a m o r t a l h a t r e d , 
a n d to w a g e p e r p e t u a l w a r a g a i n s t e a c h o ther . 

U n d e t e r r e d by t h e m i s e r a b l e c o n d i t i o n b o t h of h u m a n 
a n d of v e g e t a b l e n a t u r e , t h e s e m i s s i o n a r i e s c u l t i v a t e d the 
g r o u n d , e s t a b l i s h e d c o l o n i e s , m a d e i m p o r t a n t a s t r o n o m i c a l 
o b s e r v a t i o n s , a n d d e v o t e d t h e m s e l v e s to s c i e n c e , to 
a g r i c u l t u r o , a n d to the u m e l i o r u t i o n of the c o n d i t i o n of 
t h e s e w r e t c h e d s a v a g e s . ' 
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I n N e w C a l i f o r n i a , l h e m i s s i o n s w e r e u n d e r the c h a r g e 

of t h i r t y - s i x F r a n c i s c a n f r i a r s , u n d e r w h o m t h e m o s t 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y p r o g r e s s in c i v i l i z a t i o n took p l a c e ; s i n c e in 
l i tt le m o r e t h a n th ir ty y e a r s , u p w a r d s of t h i r t y - t h r e e 
t h o u s a n d I n d i a n s w e r e b a p t i z e d , a n d e i g h t t h o u s a n d 
m a r r i a g e s h a d t a k e n p l a c e . T h e so i l b e i n g fert i le a n d the 
c l i m a t e m o r e b e n i g n t h a n in the o t h e r C a l i f o r n i a , i n 
e igh teen m i s s i o n s e s t a b l i s h e d there , they c u l t i v a t e d c o r n , 
w h e a t , m a i z e , e t c . , a n d i n t r o d u c e d v e g e t a b l e s a n d f r u i t -
t rees f r o m S p a i n ; a m o n g s t these the v i n e a n d t h e o l i v e , 
f r o m w h i c h e x c e l l e n t w i n e a n d oil w e r e m a d e a l l t h r o u g h 
that p a r t of the c o u n t r y . 

A m o n g s t t h e m o n k s d e s t i n e d to t h e s e d i s t a n t m i s s i o n s 
w e r e those of S a n F e r n a n d o . T h e r e , b a n i s h e d f r o m the 
w o r l d , d e p r i v e d of nil the a d v a n t a g e s of c i v i l i z a t i o n , they 
devo ted t h e m s e l v e s to t h e t a s k of t a m i n g t h e w i l d I n d i a n s , 
i n t r o d u c e d m a r r i a g e a m o n g s t t h e m , t a u g h t t h e m to c u l t i 
v a t e the g r o u n d , t o g e t h e r w i t h s o m e of the m o s t s i m p l e 
a r t s ; a s s i s t e d the i r w a n t s , r e p r o v e d the i r s i n s , a n d t r a n s 
p lan ted the benef icent d o c t r i n e s of C h r i s t i a n i t y a m o n g s t 
t h e m , u s i n g no a r m s b u t l h e in f luence w h i c h r e l i g i o n a n d 
k i n d n e s s , u n i t e d w i t h e x t r e m e p a t i e n c e , h a d o v e r t h e i r 
s t u b b o r n n a t u r e s ; a n d m a k i n g w h a t H u m b o l d t , i n 
s p e a k i n g of t h e J e s u i t m i s s i o n s , c a l l s " a pac i f i c c o n q u e s t " 
of the c o u n t r y . 

M a n y w e r e the h a r d s h i p s w h i c h t h e s e p o o r m e n e n d u r e d ; 
c h a n g e d f r o m p l a c e to p l a c e ; a t one t i m e o r d e r e d to s o m e 
b a r r e n s h o r e , w h e r e it w a s n e c e s s a r y to r e c o m m e n c e t h e i r 
l a b o u r s , — a t a n o t h e r , r e c a l l e d to the c a p i t a l by o r d e r s of 
the p r e l a t e , in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the w i s h e s of • the i r 
b r e t h r e n , a m o n g w h o m t h e r e w a s a s p e c i e s of c o n g r e s s , 
ca l l ed by t h e m a c a p i t u l o . N o i n c r e a s e of r a n k , n o r e w a r d , 
no p r a i s e , i n s p i r e d l l i d r i a b o u r y ; their on ly r e c o m p e n s e 
w a s the i r i n t i m a t e c o n v i c t i o n of d o i n g g o o d to the i r 
f e l l o w - c r e a t u r e s . 

I n the a r c h i v e s of t h e c o n v e n t t h e r e s t i l l e x i s t p a p e r s , 
p r o v i n g the h a r d s h i p s w h i c h these m e n u n d e r w e n t ; the 
zea l w i t h w h i c h they a p p l i e d t h e m s e l v e s to the s t u d y of 
the l a n g u a g e s of the c o u n t r y ; ( and w h e n w e a r e i n f o r m e d 
that i n t h e s p a c e of one h u n d r e d a n d e i g h t y l e a g u e s , 
n ine teen d i f ferent l a n g u a g e s a r e s p o k e n , it w a s no s u c h 
e a s y t a s k ; ) a n d c o n t a i n i n g the i r d e s c r i p t i o n s of i ts p h y s i c a l 
a n d m o r a l s t a t e , m o r e o r l e s s w e l l w r i t t e n , a c c o r d i n g to 
their d i f ferent d e g r e e s of i n s t r u c t i o n or ta lent . 



- 316 Life in Mexico 
I t f r e q u e n t l y h a p p e n e d th a t m a r k e t a b l e g o o d s a n d even 

p r o v i s i o n s h a d to be s e n t by s e a to t h o s e m i s s i o n a r i e s who 
l i ved i n t h e ' m o s t s a v a g e a n d u n c u l t i v a t e d p a r t s of the 
p e n i n s u l a ; a n d a c u r i o u s anecdote o n th is s u b j e c t w a s 
r e l a t e d to C — — n by o n e of these m e n , w h o i s n o w a 
g a r d e n e r by p r o f e s s i o n . I t h a p p e n e d th a t s o m e one sent 
to the monies , a m o n g s t o t h e r t h i n g s , a c a s e of fine M a l a g a 
r a i s i n s ; a n d o n e of the m o n k s , w h o s e n a m e I forget , 
s o w e d a n u m b e r o f the d r i e d s e e d s . I n p r o c e s s of time 
they s p r o u t e d u p , b e c a m e v i n e s , a n d p r o d u c e d fine g r a p e s , 
f r o m w h i c h t h e b e s t w i n e in C a l i f o r n i a w a s m a d e . 

W h e n the i n d e p e n d e n c e w a s d e c l a r e d , a n d tha t revo lu 
t i o n a r y fury w h i c h m a k e s a mer i t of d e s t r o y i n g every 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t , g o o d or b a d , w h i c h i s the w o r k of the 
o p p o s i t e p a r t y , b r o k e f o r t h ; the M e x i c a n s , lo p r o v e their 
h a t r e d to t h e m o t h e r - c o u n t r y , d e s t r o y e d these beneficent 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ; t h u s c o m m i t t i n g ; a n e r ro r a s f a ta l i n i ts resu l ts 
a s w h e n in 1828 t h e y e x p e l l e d so m a n y rich p r o p r i e t o r s , 
w h o w e r e f o l l o w e d into e x i l e by their n u m e r o u s fami l i es 
and b y their o ld s e r v a n t s , w h o g a v e t h e m in these t imes 
of t roublo p r o o f s of u U n o h m e n l nml tulelity b e l o n g i n g lo 
a r a c e n o w s c a r c e l y e x i s t i n g h e r e , e x c e p t a m o n g s t a few 
of the o ldest f a m i l i e s . 

' T h e resu l t h a s b e e n , t h a t t h e f r o n t i e r s , b e i n g n o w unpro 
tec ted by the m i l i t a r y g a r r i s o n s o r p r e s i d i o s , w h i c h were 
e s t a b l i s h e d t h e r e , a n d d e s e r t e d b y the m i s s i o n a r i e s , the 
I n d i a n s a re n o l o n g e r k e p t u n d e r s u b j e c t i o n , c i t h e r b y the 
f o r c e of a r m s or by the g o o d c o u n s e l s a n d p e r s u a s i v e 
in f luence of the i r p a d r e s . T h e M e x i c a n t e r r i t o r y i s , in 
c o n s e q u e n c e , p e r p e t u a l l y e x p o s e d to the i r i n v a s i o n s — 
w h o l e f a m i l i e s a r e m a s s a c r e d by the s a v a g e s , w h o ex 
c h a n g e g u n s fo r r i f l es , w h i c h they a l r e a d y k n o w h o w to 
USe, and these e v i l e o n s e q u e n c u s a r e o c c a s i o n a l l y and 
i m p e r f e c t l y a v e r t e d a t a g r e a t e x p e n s e to the repub l i c . 
B u s t a m a n t e h a s indeed b e e n m a k i n g an i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
l a t e l y . a s to t h e f u n d s a n d g e n e r a l cond i t ion of these es tab 
l i s h m e n t s , w i t h t h e i n t e n t i o n of r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g some 
s i m i l a r i n s t i t u t i o n s ; but a s y e t I be l ieve tha t n o t h i n g 
d e c i s i v e h a s b e e n d o n e in t h i s respec t . . . . 

N e a r the c o n v e n t there i s a beau t i fu l g a r d e n , w h e r e we 
s o m e t i m e s w a l k in the m o r n i n g , c u l t i v a t e d by a n o ld m o n k , 
w h o , .a f te r s p e n d i n g a l a b o r i o u s l i fe in t h e s e d i s t a n t 
m i s s i o n s , is n o w e n j o y i n g a c o n t e n t e d o ld a g e a m o n g his 
p l a n t s a n d flowers. P e r h a p s y o u are t i red of m y p r o s i n g 
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(caused by t h e a p p a r i t i o n of the old l a y - b r o t h e r ) , a n d w o u l d 
prefer s o m e a c c o u n t of h i m in v e r s e . 

An aged monk in San Fernando dwells, 
An innocent and venerable man ; 

His earlier days were spent within its cells, 
And end obscurely as they first began. 

Manhood's career in savage climes he ran, 
On lonely California's Indian shore— 

Dispelling superstition's deadly ban, 
Or teaching" (what could patriot do more?) 

Those rudiments of peace, the gardener's humble store. 

Oft have I marked him, silent and apart, 
Loitering near lhe sunny convent-gate, 

Rewarded by tranquillity of heart 
For toils so worthy of the truly great; 

And in my soul admired, compared his state 
With that of some rude brawler, whose crude mind 

Some wondrous change on earth would fain create; 
Who after fiatt'ring, harassing mankind, 

Gains titles, riches, pomp, with shame and scorn combined. 
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5th July. 

YESTERDAY m o r n i n g w e h a d a v i s i t f r o m the p r e s i d e n t , 
w i t h t w o of h i s off icers. H e w a s r i d i n g one of t h e h a n d 
s o m e s t b l a c k h o r s e s I e v e r s a w . O n g o i n g o u t w e s t o p p e d 
to l o o k at a w a x figure of Y t u r b i d e o n h o r s e b a c k , w h i c h 
he c o n s i d e r s a g o o d r e s e m b l a n c e , a n d w h i c h w a s sen t m e 
as a p r e s e n t s o m e t ime a g o . H e o u g h t to be a g o o d 
j u d g e , a s he w a s a m o s t d e v o t e d f r iend of the u n f o r t u n a t e 
A g u s t i n L , w h o , w h a t e v e r w e r e h i s f a u l t s , s e e m s to h a v e 
i n s p i r e d his f r i e n d s w i th the m o s t devoted a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c 
a t t a c h m e n t . I n the p r i m e of l i fe , b r a v e a n d a c t i v e , h a n d 
some a n d f o n d of s h o w , he h a d a l l - t h e q u a l i t i e s ' w h i c h 
render, a chief p o p u l a r w i t h the m u l t i t u d e ; " b u t p o p u l a r i t y , 
w h e n not b a s e d upon g r e a t benef i ts , is t r a n s i e n t ; it i s 
f o u n d e d u p o n a p r i n c i p l e of e g o t i s m , b e c a u s e a w h o l e 
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p e o p l e : c a n n o t h a v e p e r s o n a l s y m p a t h i e s . " A m b i l i o n led 
h i m to deser t the r o y a l c a u s e w h i c h he h a d s e r v e d for nine 
y e a r s ; a n d v a n i t y b l inded h i m to the d a n g e r s t h a t sur 
r o u n d e d h im i n the m i d s t of h i s t r i u m p h s , e v e n w h e n pro
c l a i m e d e m p e r o r by the u n i t e d v o i c e of the g a r r i s o n and 
c i t y of M e x i c o — w h e n h i s h o r s e s w e r e t a k e n f r o m his 
c a r r i a g e , a n d w h e n , a m i d s t the s h o u t s of the mu l t i tude , 
h i s c o a c h w a s d r a g g e d i n t r i u m p h to the p a l a c e . H i s 
g r e a t e r r o r , a c c o r d i n g to t h o s e >vho ta lh of h i m i m p a r t i a l l y , 
w a s i n d e c i s i o n in t h e m o s t c r i t i c a l e m e r g e n c i e s , a n d his 
p e r m i t t i n g h i m s e l f to be g o v e r n e d by c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 
i n s t e a d o l d i r e c t i n g these c i r c u m s t a n c e s a s they o c c u r r e d . 

I c o u l d not he lp t h i n k i n g , a s the g e n e r a l s tood there 
l o o k i n g a t the w a x e n i m a g e of h i s f r i e n d , w h a t a s t o r m y 
l i fe he h i m s e l f h a s p a s s e d ; h o w l i t t le r e a l t r a n q u i l l i t y he 
c a n e v e r h a v e e n j o y e d , a n d w o n d e r i n g w h e t h e r he w i l l be 
p e r m i t t e d to finish h i s p r e s i d e n t i a l d a y s in p e a c e , w h i c h , 
a c c o r d i n g to r u m o u r , is d o u b t f u l . 

8 t h . — I h a d the h o n o u r of a l o n g v i s i t t h i s m o r n i n g 
f r o m M s g r a c e the a r c h b i s h o p . l i e c a m e about e leven 
o ' c l o c k , a f ter m a s s , a n d r e m a i n e d till d i n n e r - t i m e , s i t t ing 
o u t al l o u r S u n d a y v i s i t o r s , w h o a re g e n e r a l l y n u m e r o u s , 
a s it i s the o n l y d a y of r e s t fo r a n p l o y á s , a n d espec ia l l y 
f o r the c a b i n e t . A m o n g s t o u r v i s i t o r s w e r e S e ñ o r Ç a n e d o , 
w h o i s e x t r e m e l y a g r e e a b l e i n c o n v e r s a t i o n ^ a n d a s an 
o r a t o r f a m e d fo r h i s s a r c a s m a n d c u t t i n g w i t . H e has 
b e e n p a r t i c u l a r l y k i n d a n d f r i e n d l y to u s e v e r s i n c e our 
a r r i v a l — G e n e r a l A l m o n t e , M i n i s t e r of W a r , a h a n d s o m e 
m a n a n d p l e a s a n t , a n d a n officer of g r e a t b r a v e r y — v e r y 
u n p o p u l a r w i t h o n e p a r t y a n d e s p e c i a l l y d i s l i k e d by the 
E n g l i s h , but a l s o a g r e a t f r i e n d of o u r s . S e ñ o r C u e v a s , 
M i n i s t e r of t h e I n t e r i o r , m a r r i e d to a d a u g h t e r o f the 
M a r q u e s a de V i v a n c o , an a m i a b l e a n d e x c e l l e n t m a n , who 
s e e m s g e n e r a l l y l i k e d , a n d i s a l s o m o s t f r i e n d l y to u s . A l l 
t h e s e g e n t l e m e n a r e p r a i s e d o r a b u s e d a c c o r d i n g to the 
p a r t y o f the p e r s o n w h o s p e a k s of t h e m ; b u t I n o t inter-
f e r r i n g i n M e x i c a n p o l i t i c s , find t h e m a m o n g s t t h e most 
p l e a s a n t of o u r a c q u a i n t a n c e s . 

H o w e v e r , w e r e I to c h o o s e a s i t u a t i o n h e r e , it w o u l d 
u n d o u b t e d l y ho that of A r c h b i s h o p of M e x i c o , t h e most 
e n v i a b l e in the w o r l d to t h o s e w h o w o u l d e n j o y a l i fe of 
t r a n q u i l l i t y , e a s e , a n d u n i v e r s a l a d o r a t i o n . H e i s a pope 
w i t h o u t the t r o u b l e , o r a t e n t h p a r t o f the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 
H e is v e n e r a t e d m o r e t h a n the H o l y F a t h e r i s in en l igh t -
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encd R o m e , a n d , l i k e k i n g s i n the g o o d old t i m e s , c a n d o 
no w r o n g . H i s s a l a r y a m o u n t s to a b o u t o n e h u n d r e d 
t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s , a n d a r e v e n u e m i g h t be m a d e b y the 
s w e e t m e a t s a l o n e w h i c h a r e s e n t h i m f r o m a l l t h e n u n s 
in the r e p u b l i c . H i s p a l a c e in t o w n , h i s w e l l - c u s h i o n e d 
c a r r i a g e , w e l l - c o n d i t i o n e d h o r s e s , a n d s l e e k rpu les , s e e m 
the v e r y p e r f e c t i o n of c o m f o r t . I n f a c t , c o m f o r t , w h i c h 
is u n k n o w n a m o n g s t the p r o f a n e of M e x i c o , h a s t a k e n 
re fuge w i t h the a r c h b i s h o p ; a n d t h o u g h m a n y , d r o p s of i t 
are s h e d on t h e s h a v e n h e a d s of a l l b i s h o p s , c u r a t e s , c o n 
f e s s o r s , a n d f r i a r s , s t i l l in h i s i l l u s t r i o u s p e r s o n ¡t c o n c e n 
t ra tes a s in a f o c u s , l i e h i m s e l f is a b e n e v o l e n t , g o o d -
h e a r t e d , g o o d - n a t u r e d , p o r t l y , a n d j o v i a l p e r s o n a g e , w i t h 
the m o s t l a i s s e z - a l l e r a i r a n d e x p r e s s i o n c o n c e i v a b l e . H e 
l o o k s l i k e o n e o n w h o m , the g o o d t h i n g s .of th is w o r l d 
h a v e fa l l en i n a c o n s t a n t a n d b e n i g n a n t s h o w e r , ^ h t c h 
s h o w e r h a t h f a l l e n o n a r i c h a n d fe r t i l e . s o i l . . .He i s 
g e n e r a l l y to be s e e n l e a n i n g b a c k in h i s ç a r r i a g e , d r e s s e d 
in p u r p l e , w i t h a m e t h y s t c r o s s , a n d g i v i n g h i s b e n e d i c t i o n 
to the people a s he p a s s e s . H e s e e m s e n g a g e d i n a p l e a 
s a n t r e v e r y , a n d h i s c o u n L e n a n c e w e a r s a n . a i r o f . t h e 
m o s t p l a c i d a n d i n s o u c i a n t c o n t e n t . : H e e n j o y s a g o o d 
d i n n e r , g o o d w i n e , a n d l a d i e s ' s o c i e t y , b u t j u s t s u l l i c i c n t l y 
to m a k e h i s l e i s u r e h o u r s p a s s p l e a s a n t l y , ; w i t h o u t i n d i 
g e s t i o n , f r o m the first, h e a d a c h e s f r o m t h e s e c o n d , o r h e a r t 
a c h e s f r o m t h e t h i r d . S o docs' h i s i l i l p s e e m . JIQ p a s s o n 
l i k e a deep u n t r o u b l e d s t r e a m , o n w h o s e , m a r g i n g r o w 
s w e e t flowers, o n w h o s e c l e a r w a t e r s the b e n d i n g t r e e s 
a re re f lec ted , b u t o n w h o s e p l a c i d face n o l a s t i n g i f t ip ress ion 
is m a d e . 

X h a v e no. d o u b t tha t h i s c h a r i t i e s a r e in p r o p o r t i o n to 
h i s l a r g e f o r t u n e ; a n d w h e n I s a y th a t I h a v e no d o u b t o f 
t h i s , i t i s b e c a u s e I firmly b e l i e v e t h e r e e x i s t s , no c o u n t r y 
in the worlcj w h e r e c h a r i t i e s , b o t h p u b l i c a n d p r i v a t e , a r e 
p r a c t i s e d , on s o n o b l e a s c a l e , e s p e c i a l l y b y the w o m e n 
u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n of the p r i e s t s . I a m i n c l i n e d to b e l i e v e 
that , g e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , c h a r i t y i s a d i s t i n g u i s h i n g a t t r i 
bute o f a C a t h o l i c c o u n t r y . 

T h e a r c h b i s h o p i s s a i d to be a m a n of g o o d i n f o r m a t i o n , 
a n d w a s a t o n e t i m e a s e n a t o r . I n 1833, b e i n g c o m p r e 
h e n d e d i n t h e l a w of b a n i s h m e n t , c a u s e d b y the p o l i t i c a l 
d i s t u r b a n c e s w h i c h h a v e n e v e r c e a s e d to aff l ict th is c o u n t r y 
s i n c e t h e i n d e p e n d e n c e , h e p a s s e d s o m e t i m e in the U n i t e d 
S t a t e s , ch ie f ly in N e w O r l e a n s ; b u t t h i s , I b e l i e v e , i s the 
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o n l y c l o u d t h a t h a s d a r k e n e d h i s h o r i z o n , o r d i s t u r b e d the 
t r a n q u i l c u r r e n t of h i s l i fe . H i s c o n s e c r a t i o n , w i t h i ts 
a t t e n d a n t f a t i g u e s , m u s t h a v e b e e n to h i m a w e a r i s o m e 
o v e r t u r e to a p l e a s a n t d r a m a , a h a r d s t e p p i n g - s t o n e to 
g l o r y . A s to the r e s t , he i s v e r y u n o s t e n t a t i o u s , a n d h is 
c o n v e r s a t i o n i s fa r f r o m a u s t e r e . O n the c o n t r a r y , he 
i s one of the b e s t - t e m p e r e d a n d m o s t c h e e r f u l o ld m e n in 
s o c i e t y tha t it i s p o s s i b l e to m e e t w i t h . . . . 

I atind y o u , by l h e M e x i c a n c o m m i s s i o n e r s , w h o a r c k ind 
e n o u g h to t a k e c h a r g e of a b o x for m e , the l i g u r e of a 
M e x i c a n to r t i l l e ra , by w h i c h y o u m a y j u d g e a l i t t le o f the 
p e r f e c t i o n in w h i c h the c o m m o n e s t l épero h e r e w o r k s in 
w a x . T h e i n c r e d i b l e p a t i e n c e w h i c h e n a b l e d the anc ien t 
M e x i c a n s to w o r k the i r s t a t u e s i n w o o d or s t o n e w i t h the 
r u d e s t i n s t r u m e n t s , h a s d e s c e n d e d to the i r p o s t e r i t y , a s 
w e l l a s the i r e x t r a o r d i n a r y a n d t ru ly C h i n e s e t a l e n t for 
i m i t a t i o n . W i t h a c o m m o n k n i f e a n d a p i e c e of h a r d 
w o o d ; a n u n e d u c a t e d m a n w i l l p r o d u c e a fine p i e c e of 
s c u l p t u r e . T h e r e i s no i m a g i n a t i o n . T h e y do n o t leave 
t h o ' b o i i t c u t r a c k , b u t c o n t i n u e o n (he- m o d e l s w h i c h the 
S p a n i s h c o n q u e r o r s b r o u g h t out w i i l i t h u m , u m i m of w h i c h , 
h o w e v e r , w e r e v e r y b e a u t i f u l . 

I n w a x , e s p e c i a l l y , the i r f i g u r e s h a v e been b r o u g h t to 
g r e a t p e r f e c t i o n . E v e r y t h i n g t h a t s u r r o u n d s t h e m they 
c a n i m i t a t e , a n d t h e i r w a x p o r t r a i t s a r e s o m e t i m e s little 
g e m s of a r t ; b u t in th is l a s t b r a n c h , w h i c h b e l o n g s to a 
h i g h e r o r d e r o f a r t , there a r e no g o o d w o r k m e n at p r e s e n t . 

A p r o p o s to w h i c h , a p o o r a r t i s t b r o u g h t s o m e to lerab le 
w a x p o r t r a i t s h e r e fo r s a l e the o t h e r d a y , a n d , a m o n g s t 
o t h e r s , tha t of a c e l e b r a t e d g e n e r a l . C n r e m a r k e d 
t h a t it w a s f a i r e r t h a n the o r i g i n a l , a s f a r a s h e r e c o l l e c t e d . 
" A h 1 " s a i d t h e m a n , " b u t w h e n h i s e x c e l l e n c y w a s h e s his 
f a c e , n o t h i n g c a n be m o r e e x a c t . " A v a l u a b l e p r e s e n t w a s 
s e n t l a te ly by a g e n t l e m a n h e r e , to the C o u n t de — — in 
S p a i n ; t w e l v e c a s e s , e a c h c a s e c o n t a i n i n g t w e l v e w a x 
figures; e a c h figure r e p r e s e n t i n g s o m e M e x i c a n t r a d e , or 
p r o f e s s i o n or e m p l o y m e n t . T h e r e w e r e m e n d r a w i n g the 
p u l q u e f r o m the m a g u e y , I n d i a n w o m u u s e l l i n g v e g e t a b l e s ; 
t o r t i l l e r a s , v e n d e r s of d u c k s , f r u i t m e n , . l a r d - s e l l e r s , the 
p o s t m a n of G u a c h i n a n g o , l o a d e d w i t h p a r r o t s , m o n k e y s , 
e t c . , — m o r e of e v e r y t h i n g t h a n of l e t t e r s — t h e P o b l a n a 
p e a s a n t , the r a h c h e r i t a o n h o r s e b a c k b e f o r e h e r f a r m -
s e r v a n t , the g a i l y - d r e s s e d r a n c h e r o , ' i n s h o r t , a ; l ittle 
h i s t o r y of M e x i c o in w a x . . . " . 
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Y o u a s k m e h o w M e x i c a n w o m e n a r e e d u c a t e d . I n 

a n s w e r i n g y o u , I m u s t p u t a s i d e a f e w b r i l l i a n t e x c e p t i o n s , 
a n d s p e a k en m a s s e , the m o s t dif f icult thing- in t h e w o r l d , 
for t h e s e e x c e p t i o n s a re a l w a y s r ising- up be fore m e l i k e 
a c c u s i n g a n g e l s , a n d I b e g i n to t h i n k of i n d i v i d u a l s , w h e n 
I s h o u l d k e e p to g -enera l i t ies . G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g - , t h e n , 
the M e x i c a n S e ñ o r a s a n d S e ñ o r i t a s w r i t e , r e a d , a n d p l a y 
a l i t t le , s e w , a n d t a k e c a r e of the i r h o u s e s a n d c h i l d r e n . 
W h e n I s a y they r e a d , I m e a n they k n o w h o w to r e a d ; 
w h e n I s a y they w r i t e , I do not m e a n th a t they c a n a l w a y s 
s p e l l ; a n d w h e n I s a y t h e y p l a y , I do n o t a s s e r t t h a t t h e y 
h a v e g e n e r a l l y a k n o w l e d g e of m u s i c . I f w e c o m p a r e 
their e d u c a t i o n w i t h t h a t of g i r l s in E n g l a n d , o r i n t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s , it i s not a c o m p a r i s o n , b u t a c o n t r a s t . 
C o m p a r e it w i t h t h a t of S p a n i s h w o m e n , a n d w e s h a l l be 
less s e v e r e u p o n the i r f a r n i e n t c d e s c e n d a n t s . I n t h e first 
p lace , t h e c l i m a t e i n c l i n e s e v e r y one to i n d o l e n c e , b o t h 
p h y s i c a l l y a n d m o r a l l y . O n e c a n n o t p o r e o v e r a b o o k 
w h e n t h e b l u e s k y i s c o n s t a n t l y s m i l i n g in a f t h e o p e n 
w i n d o w s ; t h e n , o u t of d o o r s a f te r ten o ' c l o c k , t h e s u n 

UM tint: w a r n i n g ' of o u r I r o p i c n l h i t i l i i d c , a n d e v e n 
t h o u g h the b r e e z e i s so f r e s h a n d p l e a s a n t , one h a s n o 
i n c l i n a t i o n lo w a l k o r r ide far . W h a t e v e r be t h e c a u s e , 
I a m c o n v i n c e d tha t i t is i m p o s s i b l e to t a k e the s a m e e x e r 
c ise w i t h the m i n d or w i t h the b o d y i n this, c o u n t r y , a s , i n 
E u r o p e or i n , the n o r t h e r n s t a t e s . T h e n - a s to s c h o o l s , 
there a r c n o n e t h a t c a n d e s e r v e t h e n a m e , a n d . n o 
g o v e r n e s s e s . Y o u n g g i r l s c a n h a v e no e m u l a t i o n , f o r 
they n e v e r m e e t . T h e y h a v e n o p u b l i c d i v e r s i o n , a n d 
no p r i v a t e a m u s e m e n t T h e r e a r e a few. g o o d f o r e i g n 
m a s t e r s , m o s t of w h o m h a v e c o m e to M e x i c o f o r t h e 
p u r p o s e of m a k i n g the i r f o r t u n e , by t e a c h i n g , o r m a r r i a g e , 
or b o t h , a n d w h o s e o b j e c t , n a t u r a l l y , i s to m a k e t h e m o s t 
m o n e y in the s h o r t e s t p o s s i b l e t i m e , t h a t t h e y m a y r e t u r n 
h o m e a n d e n j o y it . T h e c h i l d r e n g e n e r a l l y a p p e a r to h a v e 
an e x t r a o r d i n a r y d i s p o s i t i o n fo r m u s i c a n d d r a w i n g , y e t 
there a r e f e w g i r l s w h o a r e pro f ic ien t i n e i t h e r . 

W h e n v e r y y o u n g , they o c c a s i o n a l l y a t t e n d the s c h o o l s , 
w h e r e b o y s a n d g i r l s l e a r n to r e a d i n c o m m o n , o r a n y 
o ther a c c o m p l i s h m e n t th a t the o l d w o m e n c a n t e a c h t h e m ; 
but a t t w e l v e t h e y a r e a l r e a d y c o n s i d e r e d too o ld to a t t e n d 
these p r o m i s c u o u s a s s e m b l a g e s , a n d m a s t e r s a r e g o t fo r 
d r a w i n g a n d m u s i c to finish t h e i r e d u c a t i o n . " I» a s k e d a 
l a d y the o t h e r d a y if he r d a u g h t e r w e n t to s c h o o l . " G o o d 
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w h o i s n o w i n b a d h e a l t h , I k n o w o n l y by r c p u i a t i o n . l i e 
i s b ro thur o l l l i c M a r q u i s of A p a r t a d o , a n d o í the cele
b r a t e d D o n José M a r i a F a g o n i a , w i t h w h o s e f a m i l y u c 
h a v e the p l e a s u r e of b e i n g v e r y i n t í m a t e . C n s a y s 
tha t h e is a m a n of g r e a t t a s t e a n d a t h o r o u g h g e n t l e m a n , 
a n d t h a t h i s h o u s e , w h i c h i s o n e o í the h a n d s o m e s t in 
M e x i c o , p o s s e s s e s tha t o r n a m e n t so r a r e in th is c o u n t r y — 
w e l l - c h o s e n p a i n t i n g s . D o n José V a l e n t i n , w h o has 
figured in the p o l i t i c a l w o r l d , a n d w h o w a s c u r a t e of 
H u a m a u t l a , I s o n e of the k i n d e s t a n d b e s t o ld m e n I have 
e v e r m e t w i t h ; s o s e v e r e to h i m s e l f , so i n d u l g e n t to others 
— s o s i m p l e in w o r l d l y m a t t e r s , so l e a r n e d in e v e r y t h i n g 
e l s e — s o s i n c e r e , g o o d , a n d c h a r i t a b l e . H e i s a uni
v e r s a l f a v o u r i t e w i t h y o u n g a n d o l d , b e i n g c h e e r f u l , fond 
of m u s i c , a n d of g a y c o n v e r s a t i o n , in p r o p o r t i o n a s he is 
w i s e a n d l e a r n e d in h i s o b s e r v a t i o n s , a n d s e r i o u s in his 
c o n v e r s a t i o n w h e n the o c c a s i o n r e q u i r e s it . Doctur 
V a l e n t i n a s a n e c c l e s i a s t i c , a n d P a d r e L e o n a s a monl i , 
a r e m o d e l s . 

A s for D o n h ' rnnc isco T a g l e , Iii> i s a g r n l l e m a u of llie 
o ld s c h o o l , a n d h i s n a m e i i g u r c s in a h lhe po l i t i ca l events 
w h i c h h a v e t a k e n p lace s i n c e the i n d e p e n d e n c e , o f whicl i 
h e w a s one of the s i g n e r s . H e is v e r y r i c h , p o s s e s s i n g , 
b e s i d e s a p ro f i t ab le m a g u e y e s t a t e n e a r M e x i c o , e n o r m o u s 
p r o p e r t y bounding'- T e x a s , ;tnd b e i n g a l s o the k e e p e r of the 
M o n t e P i o , f o r m e r l y the h o u s e of C o r t e s , a p a l a c e , in 
w h i c h he a n d h i s f a m i l y l i v e . H e is a m a n of great 
l e a r n i n g a n d i n f o r m a t i o n , a n d l o o d i s t i n g u i s h e d not to 
h a v e suf fe red p e r s o n a l l y in p o l i t i c a l c o n v u l s i o n s . W h e t h e r 
h e w o u l d c h o o s e the s a m e p a t h , w i t h h i s p r e s e n t exper i 
e n c e of a M e x i c a n r e p u b l i c , h e is l o o w i s e In ment ion . 
H e a n d h is f a m i l y a r e a m o n g s t o u r m o s t i n t i m a t e f r iends, 
ar^d w i t h a f e w e x c e p t i o n s a l l t h o s e w h o m I h a v e men
t ioned h a v e been h e r e s i n c e o u r r e t u r n , w h i c h is o n e of the 
r e a s o n s w h y the i r n a m e s o c c u r r e d f i rst to m y m e m o r y ; 
fo r t h e r e a r e s t i l l m a n y d i s t i n g u i s h e d p e r s o n s r e m a i n i n g . 

N e a r l y , a l l t h e s e , a t l e a s t a l l w h o a r e m a r r i e d , h a v e had 
t h e g o o d f o r t u n e to u n i t e t h e m s e l v e s w i t h w o m e n who 
a r e e i ther t h e i r e q u a l s or s u p e r i o r s , if not in e d u c a t i o n , — 
i n g o o d n e s s , e l e v a t i o n of s e n t i m e n t , a n d n a t u r a l talent. 
T h e y , a s w e l l a s e v e r y M e x i c a n , w h e t h e r m a n or w o m a n , 
n o t under1 fo r ty , h a v e l i v e d u n d e r the S p a n i s h g o v e r n -
m e n i ; h i i v c s e e n the i v - vo lu ium o! D o l o r e s ol i t t i o , with 
c o n t i n u a t i o n s a n d v a r i a t i o n s b v M n r e l o s , a n d pa rn l v /n t i nn 
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in 1819; t h e r e v o l u t i o n o í Y l u r b i d e i n 1821; l h e c r y o f 
I . i b e r l y ( y r i l o d c K i h e r U i d ) y i v e n by t h o s e g - e n e n i l s " b e n e -
nK:i-ttí)S de la i x i t r i a , " S a n t a A n n a a n d V i c t o r i a , i n 1822; 
ihe o s t a b l i s J i m c n t o f t h e f e d e r a l s y s t e m 1111824; l h e h o r r i b l e 
r e v o l u t i o n o f t h e A c o r d a d a , i n w h i c h M e x i c o w a s p i l l a g e d , 
in 1828; t h e a d o p t i o n o f t h e c e n t r a l s y s t e m i n 1836; a n d 
ihe l a s t r e v o h i l i o n o f t h e i ' e d e r a l i s l s i n 1840. A n o t h e r is 
p r e d i c t e d f o r n e x t m o n t h , a s i f i t w e r e a n e c l i p s e o f t h e 
s u n . I n n i n e t e e n y e a r s t h r e e f o r m s o f g o v e r n m e n t h a v e ' 
been t r i e d , a n d t w o c o n s t i t u t i o n s , t h e r e f o r m o f o n e o f 
w h i c h is s t i l l p e n d i n g i n t h e C h a m b e r s . 4t D e r e i s n o t i n k 
lilt a t r y i n g ! " ( as t h e o l d p e r n t q u i u r o b s e r v e d , w h e n he 
set o u t i n a l i t t l e b o a t t o c a t c h t h e r o y a l y a c h t , s t i l l i n 
s i g h t o f S c o t t i s h s h o r e s , w i t h a n e w w i g o f h i s o w n 
i n v e n t i o n , w h i c h he h a d t r u s f e d t o h a v e b e e n p e r m i t t e d 
l o p r e s e n t t o h i s m o s t g r a c i o u s m a j e s t y G e o r g e t h e 
I ' o n r t h ! ) . 
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New MmisK i r - Sun Angí-I T ro l í i i i b l t ; Pulque l ís ta le—TI»; V i l l ago— 
Sur round ing Scenery- -The. Im l inns—Tlu ; Padre—The C l in ia le— 
Holy Week in the Coun t ry—Dramat i c Representations—Coyo-
liuucan — T h e Pharisee;;— Image of the Saviour — Music ami 
Dresses—Procession—Catholicism amongst the Ind ians—i i t range 
T rad i t i on—Pau l the F i l th—Cont ras t between a Mexican and a 
New England V i l l age—Love of F i reworks—Ferd inand the Seventh 
- -Mi l i tary Dal l—Drapeaux. 

SAN ANGEL; March 30th. 

IT i s a l o n g w h i l e s i n c e I l a s t w r o t e , b u t t h i s w e e k h a s 
been e m p l o y e d i n m o v i n g i n t o lhe e o u n t r y , a n d m a k i n g 
a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r t h e s a l e o f o u r f u r n i t u r e , in1 c o n s e q u e n c e 
uf o u r h a v i n g r e c e i v e d o f l i c i a l n e w s f r o m S p a i n o f - t h e 
n o m i n a t i o n o f a n e w e n v o y e x t r a o r d i n a r y a n d m i n i s t e r 
p l e n i p o t e n t i a r y 10 t h e r e p u b l i c o f M e x i c o . A s , o n a c c o u n t 
of t h e y e l l o w f e v e r a t V e r a C r u z , w e s h a l l n o t w i s h t o p a s s 
t h r o u g h t h a t c i t y l a t e r t h a n M a y , i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o b e i n 
r e a d i n e s s t o s t a r t w h e n t h e n e w m i n i s t e r a r r i v e s . O n 
T h u r s d a y l a s t w e c a m e o u t t o t h i s p l a c e , w i t h i n t h r e e 
l e a g u e s o f M e x i c o , w h e r e D o n F r a n c i s c o T a g l e h a s k i n d l y 
l e n t u s h i s u n o c c u p i e d c o u n t r y h o u s e . A s w e h a d a n 
i n l i n i f y of a r r ang r i íK -n í s lo Miaiíe, m i i r b (o b r i n g o u t , a n d 
m u c h t o l e a v e , a n d a l l M e x i c o t o see , y o u w i l l e x c u s e t h i s 
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l o n g s i l e n c e . O u r h o u s e i n t o w n w e k-ave lo the yu i i rd ian-
s h i p of the h o u s e k e e p e r ; t h e o t h e r s e r v a n t s f o l l o w us h e r e 

T h i s h o u s e i s v e r y l a r g e , a n d h a s a fme> g a r d e n aiut 
o r c h a r d fu l l of f r u i t , . w i t h pre t ty w a l k s al l t h r o u g h it , and 
a .sort of u n d e r w o o d o f r a s e s a n d s w e e t p e a s . I t is :i 

• g r e a t p u l q u e h a c i e n d a , a n d b e s i d e s w h a t i s sent iniu 
M e x i c o fo r s a l e , the. c o u r t i s c o n s t a n t l y f i l led w i th tin-
luiil '-iuilsQtl l ud inu i i l Y i u u (IK- vil luK'1' ' w h o enint: lu tm\i 
the i r j a r r o s fil led w i t h tha t i n s p i r h i í í b e v e r a g e . ' J h n i 
t h e r e is D o ñ a B a r b a r a ( i h e g u a r d i a n of the p u l q u e ) , a 
S p a n i s h a d m i n i s t r a d o r , a n u m b e r o f g o o d - l o o k i n g Indian 
w o m e n , a n d b a b i e s à d i s c r é t i o n . T h e r e i s a s m a l l chapel , 
a . p i a z z a , w i t h h a n d s o m e p i l l a r s ^ o l n g a l l r o u n d the 
i n t e r i o r c o u r t y a r d o f t h e h o u s e , a b i l l i a r d - t a b l e , a n d plenty 
of g o o d r o o m s . I n f r o n t of the h o u s e a re the m a g u e y -
fields, a n d the a z o i c a c o m m a n d s a b e a u t i f u l v i e w of tin-
n e i g h b o u r i n g v i l l a g e s , S a n A n g e l , C o y o h u a c a n , Mis-
c u a q u e , e t c . , w i t h t h e i r w o o d s a n d g a r d e n s , a s w e l l a s of 
the c i ty i t s e l f , w i t h i t s l a k e s a n d v o l c a n o e s . 

A s C n ' s a f f a i r s t a k e h i m to M e x i c o n e a r l y every 
d a y , wo feel il U l t lo l o n e l y i n (IIÍM ln i f^" hou.-.r, e v e n l lnnn;ii 
pur fec t ly c o m f o r t a b l e ; a n d b e s i d e s the e x t r e m e st i l lness 
a n d s o l i t u d e , it i s n o t c o n s i d e r e d s a f e fo r us to w a l k out 
a l o n e ; c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e o r c h a r d m u s t b o u w j o u r w i s h e s . 
A n d , of c o u r s e , b e i n g p r o h i b i t e d f r o m g o i n g f u r t h e r , vvv 
h a v e the g r e a t e s t d e s i r e t o do so ! I n the e v e n i n g , how
e v e r , w h e n our c a b a l l e r o s r e t u r n , w e f r e q u e n t l y wa lk 
d o w n to the v i l l a g e , w h e r e the E n g l i s h m i n i s t e r has also 
a h o u s e . 

S a n A n g e l is p r e t t y i n i t s o w n w a y , w i t h i t s fields of 
m a g u e y , i t s . s c a t t e r e d h o u s e s , : t h a t l o o k l i k e t h e beaux 
r e s t e s of .be t te r d a y s , i t s m a r k e t - p l a c e , p a r i s h c h u r c b , 
c h u r c h of E l C a r m e n , w i t h the m o n a s t e r y a n d h i g h - w a l l e d 
g a r d e n s a d j o i n i n g ; w i t h i t s n a r r o w l a n e s , I n d i a n h u l s , 
p r o f u s i o n of p i n k r o s e s , l i t t le b r i d g e a n d a v e n u e , and 
s c a t t e r e d c l u s t e r s o f t r e e s ; i ts h o u s e s fo r t e m p e r a m e n t o 
{con$t i t í \ l io r \ , as t h e y c a l l t h o s e w h e r e M e x i c a n fami l ies 
c o m e to r e s i d e i n s u m m e r ) , w i t h t h e i r g r a t e d w i n d o w s , 
í m d g a r d e n s a n d o r c h a r d s ; a n d . t h e n the d i s t a n t v i e w of 
Mtf?cicp, w i t h the c a t h e d r a l t o w e r s , v o l c a n o e s , a n d lofty 
rpO.untains, s c a t t e r e d c h u r c h e s a n d l o n g l i n e s of t r e e s ; and 
^eaj -çr , the p re t ty v i l l a g e s o f C o y o h u a c a n a n d M i s c u a q u e ; 
a n d e v e r y w h e r e the o l d c h u r c h , t h e b r o k e n a r c h , the 
a n c i e n t c r o s s , w i t h i t s f a d e d f l o w e r - g a r l a n d s , to c o m -
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memóra te a m u r d e r , or e r e c t e d a s a n a c t of p i e t y — a l l i s 
so c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of M e x i c o , that the l a n d s c a p e c o u l d 
belong- to no other par t of the k n o w n w o r l d . 

T h e r e i s the I n d i a n w i t h h is b l a n k e t , e x t r a c t i n g the 
pulque f r o m the m a g u e y ; the r a n c h e r o , w i th her r e h o s o 
and b r o a d - b r i m m e d h a t p a s s i n g by u p o n her a s s ; the old 
lépero, in i ' a j ;s , s i l t inf ; hn.sUiut;- ¡u the. s u n upim l lu : s t o n e 
scat in IrtJiiL of l.hc d o o r ; the poor Ind inn w o m a n , w i t h , 
matted h a i r a n d b r o w n b a b y h a n g i n g b e h i n d her , r e f r e s h 
ing h e r s e l f by d r i n k i n g three elucvs (ha l fpence) w o r t h of 
pulque f r o m a jarr i ta ( l i t t le e a r t h e n j a r ) ; the por t ly a n d 
we l l - look ing p a d r e pr ior del C a r d e n (the C a r m e l i t e i r i a r ) , 
saunte r ing u p t h e lane at a l e i su re ly p a c e , al l the l i t t le 

I ragged b o y s , d o w n to the m e r e s t u r c h i n tha t c a n h a r d l y 
lisp, d r a g g i n g off their l a r g e , w e l l - h o l e d h a t s , w i t h a 
"Buenos dias, padrccito ! " ( G o o d - m o r n i n g , Hu le f a t h e r ! ) 
—the f a t h e r r e p l y i n g w i t h a benevo len t s m i l e , a n d a s l i g h t 
sound i n h i s t h r o a t in tended for a Hcnedicite; a n d al l t ha t 
might be d u l l in a n y o t h e r c l i m a t e b r i g h t e n e d a n d m a d e 
light a n d g a y by lhe p u r e s t n I m o s p h c r c , a n d b l u e s t s k y , 
uml t..uH<!iit n i l , tha i e v e r b lew OÍ s l ioue upon a n a u g l i i y 
world. 

W e are n o w a p p r o a c h i n g the. holy w e e k once m o r e — i n 
Mexico a s c e n e o f v a r i e t y in the s t ree ts a n d of . s p l e n d o u r 
in the c h u r c h e s ; b u t in the c o u n t r y a p lay , a sor t of m e l o 
drama, in w h i c h the s u f f e r i n g s , d e a t h , a n d b u r i a l of o u r 
Sav iour a r e r e p r e s e n t e d by l i v i n g f igures in p a n t o m i m e . 
We h a v e h e a r d a g r e a t d e a l of these r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s , a n d 
are g l a d to h a v e the o p p o r t u n i t y of s e e i n g t h e m , w h i c h 
we i n t e n d to do in the v i l l a g e of C o y o h u a c a n , w h e r e they 
are p a r t i c u l a r l y c u r i o u s . B e s i d e s t h i s , o u r f r i e n d s the 

A s h a v e a h o u s e there for the s e a s o n , a n d , a s the c i t y 
of C o r t e s ' s p r e d i l e c t i o n , i t is c l a s s i c g r o u n d . M e a n w h i l e , 
for the l a s t f e w d a y s , the c o u n t r y h a s been o v e r r u n w i t h 
1'harisees, N a z a r e n e s , J e w s , a n d f igures of the S a v i o u r , 
carried about in p r o c e s s i o n ; a l l this in p r e p a r a t i o n for the 
holy w e e k , a s o r t of o v e r t u r e to the d r a m a . 

T h e first e v e n i n g we a r r i v e d here there w a s a r epre 
sentation of the P h a r i s e e s s e a r c h i n g fo r C h r i s t . T h e 
Phar isees w e r e v e r y finely d r e s s e d , c i t h e r in s c a r l e t stuff 
and g o l d or in g r e e n and s i l v e r , w i th h e l m e t s and f e a t h e r s , 

[ 'mounted u p o n h o r s e s w h i c h a re t a u g h t to d a n c e a n d rear 
to the s o u n d of m u s i c , so that upon the w h o l e they looked 
like p e r f o r m e r s a t A s l l e y ' s . T h e y c a m e o n w i th m u s i c , 
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r i d i n g up l h e l a n e s unt i l they a r n v i ; i l in f ront of (h is 
h o u s e , w h i c h b e i n g the p r i n c i p a l p l a c e h e r e a b o u t s , they 
c a m e to first, a n d w h e r e the I n d i a n w o r k m e n and s e r v a n t s 
w u r r ni l r o l l i v l r d lo y,vv I h n n . T h r y ro i le abmi l for some 
t i m e , a s if i n s e a r c h ol ( J h r i s l , un l i l a l u l l - l c n ^ l h f igure <>( 
the S a v i o u r apj )carod( d r e s s e d in p u r p l e r o b e s , c a r r i e d on 
a p l a t f o r m by four m e n , a n d g u a r d e d o n all s ides by 
s o l d i e r s . I t i s s i n g u l a r , that a f ter a l l there i s no th ing 
r i d i c u l o u s in these e x h i b i t i o n s ; on the c o n t r a r y , s o m e t h i n g 
r a t h e r terr ib le . I n the first p l a c e , the m u s i c is g o o d , 
w h i c h w o u l d h a r d l y be t h e c a s e in a n y b u t a M e x i c a n v i l 
l a g e ; the d r e s s e s a r c rea l ly r i c h , the g o l d a l l r e a l , and the 
w h o l e h a s the effect of c o n f u s i n g the i m a g i n a t i o n into the 
bel ie f of i ts b e i n g a t rue s c e n e . 

T h e next e v e n i n g the s a m e p r o c e s s i o n p a s s e d , with 
s o m e a d d i t i o n s , a l w a y s a c c o m p a n i e d by a c r o w d of I n d i a n s 
f r o m the v i l l a g e s , m e n , w o m e n , a n d c h i l d r e n . Bonf i res 
w e r e m a d e be fore the door of the h a c i e n d a , w h i c h were 
l i g h t e d w h e n e v e r the d i s t a n t m u s i c w a s h e a r d a p p r o a c h 
i n g , a n d a l l the figures in the p r o c e s s i o n c a r r i e d l ighted 
l a m p s . T h e S a v i o u r w a s then led u p to the door , and 
a l l the c r o w d w e n t up to k i s s h i s f ee l . T h e figure which 
i s c a r r i e d a b o u t th is e v e n i n g is c a l l e d " O u r S a v i o u r of 
the C o l u m n , " a n d r e p r e s e n t s the S a v i o u r t ied to- a pi l lar, 
b l e e d i n g , a n d c r o w n e d w i t h thorns . A l l th is m u s t sound 
v e r y p r o f a n e , but the people a r e so qu ie t , s e e m s o devout, 
a n d so m u c h in e a r n e s t , that it a p p e a r s m u c h l e s s so than 
y o u w o u l d be l ieve . . . . 

T h e c r o s s w a s p l a n t e d here in a c o n g e n i a l s o i l , and aí 
in the P a g a n E a s t the s t a t u e s of the d iv in i t i es frequent!} 
did no more than c h a n g e their n a m e s f r o m those of heathen 
g o d s U> (hose of ( ' h r i s t i i m s: i i i i (s , a n d imuge-worsh ip 
a p p a r e n t l y c o n t i n u e d , t h o u g h the m i n d o í lhe Chr is t ian 
w a s d i rec ted f r o m the b e i n g r e p r e s e n t e d to the true and 
only G o d w h o i n h a b i t s e te rn i ty , so h e r e the poor Indian 
st i l l b o w s be fore v i s i b l e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s of s a i n t s and 
v i r g i n s , a s lie d id in f o r m e r d a y s be fore the monstrous 
s h a p e s r e p r e s e n t i n g the u n s e e n p o w e r s of the a i r , the 
e a r t h , a n d the w a t e r ; b u t h e , it is to be f e a r e d , l ifts h i s 
t h o u g h f s no h i g h e r I h n n the rude i n m ^ e w h i c h a rude 
h a n d h a s c a r v e d . T h e m y s t e r i e s of C h r i s t i a n i t y , to affect 
h is un tu tored m i n d , m u s t be v i s i b l y r e p r e s e n t e d to h is" 
e y e s . H e k n e e l s before the b l e e d i n g i m a g e of the Saviour 
w h o died f o r h i m , before the p m r i o u s f o r m of the V i rg in 
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who i i i l c i c e d c s for h i m ; but 1»: be l i eves that (here a r c 
many V i r g i n s , of v a r i o u s y i f l s , a m i possess ing - v a r i o u s 
degrees of m i r a c u l o u s p o w e r and di f ferent d e g r e e s of 
w e a l t h , a c c o r d i n g lo l h e q u a l i l y a n d n u m b e r of l h e 
dia i in nit Is ¡itul p e a r l s w i l li w h i c h I hey are e n d o w e d one 
even w h o is the r i v a l of the o t h e r — o n e w h o wi l l b r i n g r a i n 
when there is d r o u g h t , a n d one to w h o m it is w e l l to p r a y 
in s e a s o n s of i n u n d a t i o n . M e x i c o o w e s m u c h of i ts 
pecul iar b e a u t y to the r e l i g i o u s or s u p e r s t i t i o u s f e e l i n g s o f ' 
its i n h a b i t a n t s . A t e v e r y s tep w e s e c a w h i t e c r o s s 
g l e a m i n g a m o n g s t the t r e e s , in a s o l i t a r y p a t h , o r on the 
lop of some r u g g e d a n d b a r r e n r o c k — a s y m b o l of f a i l h in 
the d e s e r t p l a c e ; a n d w h e r e v e r the foo ts teps of m a n h a v e 
res ted , a n d s o m e three o r f o u r h a v e g a t h e r e d t o g e t h e r , 
there, w h i l e the ru ined h u t s p r o c l a i m the p o v e r t y of the 
i n m a t e s , the t e m p l e of G o d r i s e s in c o m p a r a t i v e s p l e n d o u r . 

I t i s s t r a n g e , y e t we l l a u t h e n t i c a t e d , a n d h a s g i v e n r i s e 
to m a n y t h e o r i e s , that the s y m b o l of the c r o s s w a s a l r e a d y 
k n o w n to the I n d i a n s be fore the a r r i v a l of C o r t e s . I n the ' 
i s l a n d of C o z u m e l , n e a r Y u c a t a n , t h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l ; a n d 
in Y u c a t a n i tse l f , there w a s a s tone c r o s s ; a n d t h e r e , a n 
I n d i a n , c o n s i d e r e d a p r o p h e t a m o n g h is c o u n t r y m e n , h a d 
dec lared that: a na t ion b e a r i n g the s a m e a s a s y m b o l , 
shou ld a r r i v e f r o m a d i s t a n t c o u n t r y ! M o r e e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
sl i l l w a s a temple ded ica ted to the H o l y C r o s s by the 
T o l t e c n a t i o n in the c i t y o f C h o l u l a . N e a r T u l a n s i n g o 
a lso , there i s a c r o s s e n g r a v e d on a r o c k , w i t h v a r i o u s 
c h a r a c l e r s , w h i c h the I n d i a n s by t r a d i t i o n a t t r ibu te to the 

. a p o s t l e S a i n t T h o m a s . I n O a j a c a a l s o there e x i s t e d a 
, c r o s s w h i c h the I n d i a n s f r o m t ime i m m e m o r i a l h a d b e e n 
a c c u s t o m e d to c o n s i d e r a s a d iv ine s y m b o l . B y o r d e r of 
lhe B i s h o p C e r v a n t e s , i( w a s p laced in it s u m p l u o u s c h a p e l 
in the c a t h e d r a l . I n f o r m a t i o n u o n c e m i n g l i s d i s c o v e r y , j 
together w i t h a s m a l l c r o s s c u t out of i ts w o o d , w a s sen t ' 
to R o m e to P a u l the F i f t h , w h o r e c e i v e d it on h is k n e e s , 
s i n g i n g the h y m n , " V e x i l l a R e g i s p r o d e u n t " e t c . 

If a n y o n e w i s h e s to try l h e effect of s t r o n g c o n t r a s t , 
let h i m c o m e d i rec t f rom the U n i t e d S t a t e s to th is c o u n t r y ; 
but i t is in the v i l l a g e s e s p e c i a l l y tha t the c o n t r a s t i s m o s t 
s t r i k i n g . T r a v e l l i n g in N e w E n g l a n d , for e x a m p l e , w e 
arr ive at a s m a l l a n d n o u r i s h i n g v i l l a g e . W e s e c four 
new c h u r c h e s , p r o c l a i m i n g f o u r d i f ferent s e c t s ; r e l i g i o n 
suited to a l l c u s t o m e r s . T h e s e w o o d e n c h u r c h e s or meet 
i n g - h o u s e s a r e a l l n e w , al l pa in ted w h i t e , or p e r h a p s a 
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b r i g h t r e d H a r d by i s a t avern w i t h a tfrcen pal in; ; , a» 
c l e a n a n d a s nuw a s flic u l m r c h c s , a n d l l icru a n : aUo 
v a r i o u s s m a r t s to res a n d neat d w c l i i n ^ - h o i i s c s ; all new, 
a l l . w o o d e n , a l l (dean, a n d al l o r n a m e n t e d w i t h sliyhl 
G r e c i a n p i l l a rs . T h e whole has a c h e e r f u l , t r im , and 
nourishing" a s p e c t . H o u s e s , c h u r c h e s , s t o r e s , a n d taverns, 
al l are o f a p iece. T h e y a re su i ted lo the present enicr-
p e n c y , w h a t e v e r thai m a y he , tliou.;.;h (hey wi l l never make 
fluo ni i i i í i . K\ i . - i ) l l i in j ; i t i u r l . i i n i s p K i . s j K i i l y , cijiiality, 
c o n s i s t e n c y ; the past í o i ^ o l t c n , the pri -seiH all in all, 
a n d the í i i l i i rc [al i in| ' ' r a r e o í i l s d l ' . N o del icate a l l r i i ' 
l i o n s lo pos te r i ty , WIHJ c a n never pay its debts . No 
b e g g a r s . I f a m a n h a s e v e n a hole in h is c o a t , he must 
be lately f r o m the K n i e r a l d I s le . 

T r a n s p o r t yourse l f in imaj- j ination f r o m this N e w 1Íup
l a n d villaj^e to tha t of , it m a t t e r s not w h i c h , not far • 
f r o m M e x i c o . " L o o k o n th is p ic t i i re , a n d on t h a t . " The '. 
I n d i a n h u t s , w i t h thqir h a l f - n a k e d i n m a t e s , and little • 
g a r d e n s ful l of l l o w e i s ; the h u t s t h e m s e l v e s e i ther built oí 
c l a y , oi" l h e h a l f - r u i u r d bcmi .v res tes _uí .some si our. builtl-
Inii'. At ii |Ut le di.^Lancf; a n h a c i e n d a , l ike a deserted 
p a l a c e , bui l t of sol id m a s o n r y , w i t h i ts inner f a t i o sur* 
r o u n d e d by t h i c k s tone p i l l a r s , w i th g r e a t wa l ls and iron- ' 
b a r r e d w i n d o w s that m i g h t s t a n d a s i e g e . Herç , a ruined 
arqh and c r o s s , so so l id ly bui l t , t ha t one cannot but 
\ y o n d c r h o w the s t o n e s e v e r c r u m b l e d a w a y . There , 
r i s i n g in the m i d s t of o ld f a i t h f u l - l o o k i n g t rees , the c l u m h , 
g r a y aijd a n c i e n t , but s t r o n g jus if d e s i g n e d for eternity; 
w i t h i ts s a i n t s a n d v i r g i n s , a n d m a r t y r s a n d r e l i c s , i ts gold 
a n d s i l ve r a n d p r e c i o u s s t o n e s , w h o s e v a l u e w o u l d buy up 
iill the s p a r e lots in the N e w ICngland v i l l a g e ; the lépero 
w i t h çciircc a r u g to c o v e r h i m , k n e e l i n g o n th;it mar'ulc 
n a v e m e n t . I - e a v c the e n c l o s u r e of the c h u r c h , obhervc 
\ \ \ c stone w a l l tha t b o u n d s the road for more t h a n a mi le; 
the f ru i t t rees o v e r t o p p i n g it , h i g h t h o u g h it be, wi th their' 
l oaded b r a n c h e s . T h i s i s the c o n v e n t o r c h a r d . A n d thai 
g r e a t G o t h i c pile of b u i l d i n g , that stand.s in hoary i n a j i ' M ) , 
ju ir t iumnted by the InKy m i i u u t a i u s , whotie eloud-envelopcd 
sqiumtys, t inged by the e v e n i n g , s u n , r i s e beh ind i t ; what 
cou ld so noble a b u i l d i n g be but the m o n a s t e r y , perhaps 
of the C a r m e l i t e s , b e c a u s e of its e x c e e d i n g r i c h garden, 
a n d w e l l - c h o s e n s i te , for they , of a l l m o n k s , a r e richest 
i n th is w o r l d ' s g o o d s . A l s p we m a y see the reverend 
old pr ior r i d i n g s lowly f rom u n d e r the nrched g a t e up the 
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village l a n e s , the I n d i a n s c o m i n g f r o m their h u t s to d o 
him l o w l y r e v e r e n c e as he passes. H e r e , .every th ing ' 
reminds us of the p a s t ; of the c o n q u e r i n g S p a n i a r d s , w h o 
seemed to bu i ld for e t e r n i t y ; i m p r e s s i n g e a c h w o r k w i t h 
their o w n s o l i d , g r a v e , a n d r e l i g i o u s c h a r a c t e r ; of the 
tr iumphs of Catholicism; and of the I n d i a n s w h e n C o r t e s 
first s ta r t l ed t h e m f r o m their r e p o s e , a n d s tood be fore 
liiem i i l íc (IK: í'nlíilinenL of a h.df-lorgoilen p r o p h e c y . I t 
is the presuiiL that seums like a d r e a m , a pa lu re l l ccüou of 
lhe p a s t . A l l is d e c a y i n g and g r o w i n g fa in ter , a n d m e n 
seem t r u s t i n g to s o m u u u k n o w n future w h i c h they m a y 
never s e e . O n e g o v e r n m e n t h a s been a b a n d o n e d , a n d 
there i s none in i ts p lace . O n e revo lu t ion f o l l o w s a n o t h e r , 
yet the r e m e d y is n o t f o u n d . L e t t h e m b e w a r e l e s t ha l f 
a c e n t u r y l a t e r , they be a w a k e n e d f r o m the i r d e l u s i o n , 
and find the c a t h e d r a l t u r n e d in to a m e e t i n g - h o u s e , a n d a l l 
painted w h i t e ; tlie rai l ing me l ted d o w n ; the s i l v e r t r a n s 
formed into d o l l a r s ; the V i r g i n ' s jewels s o l d to the h i g h e s t 
bidder; the f loor w a s h e d ( w h i c h would do it no h a r m ) , a n d 
round llu: whole-, a nice ue,w wooden paling, f resh ly d o n e 
ia g r e e n — a n d al l this performed by s o m e of the a r t i s t s 
from the wide-awake r e p u b l i c fa r ther n o r t h . 

J u s t a s 1 w r o t e these w o r d s , a s h o w e r of c r a c k e r s 
start led me f r o m the p r o f a n e i d e a s in w h i c h Í w a s i n d u l g 
ing, a n d the p r a n c i n g o f . the h o r s e s of j e w s a n d P h a r i s e e s , 
and the c r a c k l i n g of bonf i res , w a r n m e that jt is t i m e to 
take a n e v e n i n g s t r o l l , t h a t the s u n i s d o w n , a n d t h e a i r 
re f resh ing . H o w e v e r , a s to c r a c k e r s a n d r o c k e t s ; the 
common people e n j o y t h e m by day as m u c h as b y n i g h t . 
It is the i r f a v o u r i t e m e t h o d of c o m m e m o r a t i n g a n y e v e n t , 
evil o r r e l i g i o u s . " W h a t do y o u s u p p o s e the M e x i c a n s 
will be d o i n g n o w ? " s a i d K i n g F e r d i n a n d to a M e x i c a n 
who w a s a t the S p a n i s h c o u r t , s h o r t l y af ter t h e final 
success of the R e v o l u t i o n i s t s . " L e t t i n g off r o c k e t s , y o u r 
M a j e s t y , " a n s w e r e d the M e x i c a n . " W e l l — I w o n d e r w h a t 
they a r c d o i n g n o w in M e x i c o ! " .said the K i n g in the 
iiflei'noon, " 'Vint i t t la co l i des let l ing off rook e ls , y o u r 
M a j e s t y . " H i s M a j e s t y clio.sc fo r e p e a l (he q u e s t i o n in 
the e v e n i n g . " W h a t w i l l y o u r c o u n t r y m e n be d o i n g 
n o w ? " " T h e s a m e t h i n g , y o u r M a j e s t y . S t i l l l e t t ing 
off r o c k e t s . " 

Y e s t e r d a y w e d r o v e in to M e x i c o , to see how m a t t e r s 
stood in o u r h o u s e , and r e c e i v e d a n u m b e r of v i s i t o r s in 
our d e s e r t e d a p a r t m e n t s . J u s t before we left M e x i c o for 
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t h i s p l a c e , three v e r y m a g n i f i c e n t a i d e s - d e - c a m p brought 
u s a n i n v i t a t i o n f r o m G e n e r a l V a l e n c i a , to a t t e n d a bal] I» 
b e g i v e n by h i m a n d o t h e r o f l i c e r s , in t h e t h e a t r e , to the 
p r e s i d e n t , on the o c c a s i o n of h i s e x c e l l e n c y ' s be ing de
c l a r e d " b e n e m é r i t o de l a p a t r i a . " W e d i d n o t g o , a s we 
w e r e s e t t i n g off fo r the c o u n t r y , b u t C n being 
r e q u e s t e d , a s w e r e the o t h e r m i n i s t e r s , to s e n d the colours 
of h i s n a t i o n , d id s o , a n d t o - d a y t h e r e i s m u c h ta lk in 
M e x i c o , b e s i d e s a p a r a g r a p h i n the n e w s p a p e r s , con
n e c t e d w i t h these m a t t e r s . I t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e drapeaux 
w h e t h e r b y a c c i d e n t o r d e s i g n , w e r e i m p r o p e r l y p laced, 
a n d these f a u l t s in e t ique t te a re n o t u n c o m m o n here . T h e 
E n g l i s h m i n i s t e r h a v i n g o b s e r v e d tha t h i s d r a p e a u was 
p l a c e d i n a s u b o r d i n a t e r a n k , a n d finding t h a t h i s warn
i n g s b e f o r e h a n d o n t h e s u b j e c t , a n d h i s represen ta t ions 
o n s e e i n g it w e r e n e g l e c t e d , c u t it d o w n a n d lef t the ball
r o o m , f o l l o w e d b y a l l t h e E n g l i s h w h o w e r e t h e r e . 

L E T T E R T H E T H I R T Y - N I N T H 

Holy Thursday (it Coyoln iacai i—Hernán Cortes—His Last Wishes-
Padres Cami los—Old Church—Procession—Representation of the 
ttt idng' of Chr is t—Curate 's Sermon umier the Trees—'A Ueii{;iou» 
Drama—Ciood FrkUy—Por tab le Pulp i t—Heat—Booths—Rcl ig jou» 
Procession — Simon the Cyrenian—Con turnes—Curate's Sermon — 
Second Discourse'— Sentence Pronounced by Pontius Pilate~-
Descent f rom the Cross — Procession of the A n g e l s — Funeral 
H y m n — T h e Pésame to the V i r g i n — S e r m o n — "Swee t Kiitj 
Clove r "—Mus i c in Mexico—Anecdote. 

ON H o l y T h u r s d a y w e w e n t e a r l y i n the m o r n i n g to 
C o y o h u a c a n ( n o w p r o n o u n c e d C n y a c a n ) , w h i c h i s almost 
a c o n t i n u a t i o n of the v i l l a g e of S a n A n g e l ; b u t there arc 
m o r e t r e e s in i t , a n d e v e r y h o u s e h a s i t s g a r d e n , or at 
l e a s t i ts i n n e r c o u r t , filled w i t h o r a n g e - t r e e s . H e r e , after 
t h e total d e s t r u c t i o n of the a n c i e n t T e n o c h t i t l a n , Cortea 
t o o k up h i s r e s i d e n c e for s e v e r a l m o n t h s . H e r e lie 
f o u n d e d a c o n v e n t o f n u n s , a n d in h i s t e s t a m e n t IK 
d e s i r e d to be b u r i e d i n th is c o n v e n t , " i n w h a t e v e r pait J 
of the w o r l d I m a y finish m y d a y s . " T h e c o n q u e r o r ' s f 
l a s t w i s h e s in t h i s r e s p e c t w e r e n o t he ld s a c r e d . A t the | 
t i m e of t h e c o n q u e s t , C o y o h u a c a n , t o g e t h e r w i t h Tacú- I 
b a y a , e t c . , s t o o d u p o n t h e m a r g i n of the L a k e of T e z c u c o ; j 
m o s t of t h e h o u s e s b u i l t w i t h i n t h e w a t e r upon s t a k e s , so 
tha t the c a n o e s e n t e r e d by a l o w door. T h i s w a s un-
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doubtedly t h e f a v o u r i t e r e t r e a t of C o r t e s , a n d it i s n o w 
one of the p r e t t i e s t v i l l a g e s n e a r M e x i c o . I ts c h u r c h i s 
u o n d e r f u l l y h a n d s o m e ; o n e of the f inest v i l l a g e c h u r c h e s 
we h a v e y e t s e e n . 

O n e of t h e p re t t i es t p l a c e s i n the v i l l a g e b e l o n g s to a n 
order o f m o n k s c a l l e d t h e P a d r e s C a m i l o s . I t c o n s i s t s of 
a h o u s e a n d g a r d e n , w h e r e the m o n k s g o b y t u r n s to e n j o y 
the c o u n t r y a i r . C o m f o r t a b l e p a d r e s ! T h e r e is o n e r o o m 
l o o k i n g i n t o the g a r d e n , a n d o p e n i n g into a w a l k b o r d e r e d , 
by r o s e - b u s h e s , w h i c h i s s u c h a p l a c e for a s i e s t a ; c o o l , 
re t i red , f r a g r a n t . A h a m m o c k w i t h a m a t t r e s s o n it i s 
s lung a c r o s s the r o o m , a n d h e r e the g o o d p a d r e m a y l ie , 
with o n e e y e o p e n e d to the r o s e s , a n d the o t h e r c l o s e d in 
i n w a r d m e d i t a t i o n . H o w e v e r , i ts w h o l e m e r i t c o n s i s t s in 
be ing c l e a n l y a n d nea t l y k e p t , for it i s a l a r g e , e m p t y 
house , a n d the g a r d e n , so c a l l e d , i s l i t t le m o r e t h a n a 
p a s t u r e - f i e l d , w i t h n ice g r a v e l - w a l k s c u t t h r o u g h it, b o r 
dered w i t h line r o s e - b u s h e s , a n d beaut i f i ed b y a c l e a r 
loLint ¡1111. 

W e w e n t to the A- ' s h o u s e , w h i c h i s h a l f w a y 
b e t w e e n S a n A n g e l a n d C o y o h u a c a n ; the S e ñ o r a A 
d r i v i n g m e h e r s e l f in a n o p e n c a r r a l e l l a w i t h w h i t e f r isónos 
( n o r t h e r n h o r s e s ) , w h i c h , c o m p a r e d w i t h t h e s p i r i t e d l i t t le 
M e x i c a n s l c e d s , look g i g a n t i c . W e w e n t first to see 
the c h u r c h , w h i c h w a s b r i l l i a n t l y i I l u m i n a ted, a n d o r n a 
m e n t e d w i t h l o a d s of i l o w e r s a n d f r u i t ( e s p e c i a l l y o r a n g e s ) , 
and t h r o n g e d w i t h r a g g e d lepóros a n d b l a n k e t e d I n d i a n s . 
W e t h e n s e t off, to e n d e a v o u r , if p o s s i b l e , to find a p l a c e 
in t h e c r o w d , w h o h a d h u r r i e d off to s e e e l p r e n d i m i e n t o 
(the t a k i n g of C h r i s t ) , a n d to h e a r the C u r a t e p r e a c h a n 
a p p r o p r i a t e s e r m o n in a p o r t a b l e p u l p i t , a m o n g s t t h e t r e e s . 

W e m a d e o u r w a y t h r o u g h Lhe p a t i e n t , b r o n z e d a n d 
b l a n k e t e d c r o w d , not w i t h o u t s u n d r y m i s g i v i n g s a s to the 
ef fects of e v i l c o m m u n i c a t i o n ; a n d a t l e n g t h r e a c h e d the 
p r o c e s s i o n , al l r a n g e d o n t h e g r a s s u n d e r the t r e e s , in a 
pret ty a n d s e c l u d e d l i t t le g r o v e ; in t w o l o n g r o w s f r o n t i n g 
each o t h e r ; e a c h p e r s o n c a r r y i n g a l a m p s u r m o u n t e d by a 
p l u m e of c o l o u r e d f e a t h e r s , v e r y i n g e n i o u s l y m a d e of 
c o l o u r e d s p u n g l a s s . T h e y w e r e a l l d r e s s e d in t h e c o s t u m e 
of P h a r i s e e s , J e w s , R o m a n s , e t c . T h e i m a g e of the 
S a v i o u r w a s s h o r t l y a f t e r c a r r i e d t h r o u g h on a p l a t f o r m , 
to t h e s o u n d of m u s i c , fo l lowed b y the e l e v e n d i s c i p l e s , 
and w a s p l a c e d in a k i n d of b o w e r a m o n g s t the t r e e s , 
s u p p o s e d to g i v e a r e p r e s c n f a t í o n of the g a r d e n of 
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G e t h s e m a n e . A p u r t a b l e p u l p i t , c o v e r e d w i t h sh in ing: s t u í í , 
w a s c a r r i e d h i , a n d p l a c e d b e n e a t h a tree j u s t o u t s i d e oí 
th is e n d o s u r c , a n d s o o n a l t e r , l h e c u r a t e a r r i v e d , ami 
m o u n t e d i n t o h i s p l a c e . A n u m b e r o f l i t t le r a g g e d b o y s , 
w h o h a d c l i m b e d u p o n t h e v e r y t o p m o s t b r a n c h e s of tbc ; 
t r e e s , to h a v e a g o o d v i e w , w e r e p i k e d d o w n w i t h l a n c e s • 
by t h e J e w s , n u t w i v h s t a n d i n ^ the i r s e e m i n g l y j u s t r e m o n - \ 
s t r a n c e s tha t i h e y w e r e t l o l n y no h a n n ; but w l i e n the ' 
J e w s o b s e r v e d in a n s w e r to t h e i r " Q u e h a c e m o s ? ' 1 ¡ 
M W h a t • a r e we d o i n g ? " — " T h e S e ñ o r C u r a w i l l ho | 
a n g r y ; " — t h e y t u m b l e d d o w n one o n the t o p of the other \ 
l i ke r ipe a p p l e s , a n d t h e n s t o o d w a t c h i n g [or l h e í irsi J 
c o n v e n i e n t o p p o r t u n i t y o f s l i p p i n g u p a g a i n . ¡ 
• T h e c u r a t e b e g a n h i s s e r m o n b y an a c c o u n t of tin: f 
s u f f e r i n g s a n d p e r s e c u t i o n o f C h r i s t ; of t h e c a u s e s and \ 
e f fects of h i s d e a t h , o f t h e s i n f u l n e s s of the J e w s , etc. £ 
H e : t a l k e d fo r a b o u t h a l f a n h o u r , a n d h i s s e r m o n w a s I 
s i m p l e e n o u g h a n d a d a p t e d to h i s a u d i e n c e . H e d e s c r i b e d $ 
the a g o n y of C h r i s t w h e n i n the g a r d e n to w h i c h he often { 
r e s o r t e d w i t h h i s d i s c i p l e s , a n d the t r e a c h e r y of J u d a s who i¡ 
k n e w the p l a c e , a n d w h o 11 h a v i n g r e c e i v e d a b a n d of men % 
a n d officers f r o m the c h i e f p r i e s t s a n d p h a r i s e e s , c o m e t h | 
t h i t h e r - w i t h U m t e r n s a n d t o r c h e s a n d w e a p o n s . " A s he p 
w e n t o n d e s c r i b i n g the c i r c u m s t a n c e s m i n u t e l y , one who i 
r e p r e s e n t e d the s p y , w i t h a h o r r i b l e m a s k l ike a pig':» | 
f a c e , w a s s e e n l o o k i n g t h r o u g h the t r e e s w h e r e the S a v i o u r 'j 
w a s c o n c e a l e d ; a n d s h o r t l y a f t e r , J u d a s , b i s face c o v e r e d 
w i t h a b l a c k c r a p e , a n d f o l l o w e d b y a b a n d of s o l d i e r s , jj 
g l i d e d t h r o u g h s t e a l t h i l y . *' N o w , " s a i d the c u r a t e , \\ 
u o b s e r v e w h a t the t r a i t o r d o e s . H e h a t h g i v e n t h e m a j 
s i g n t s a y i n g , ' W h o m s o e v e r I s h a l l k i s s , t h a t s a m e is h e -
h o l d ' h i m f a s t . * H e g o e s — - h e a p p r o a c h e s lhe s a c r e d 
p e r s o n of the L o r d . " H e r e J u d a s w e n l f o r w a r d a n d em
b r a c e d the S a v i o u r , " f t i s d o n e 1 " c r i e d lhe p r e a c h e r . 
" T h e h o r r i b l e a c t of t r e a c h e r y is c o m p l c l e d . A n d fo r th -
w i t h he c a m e to J e s u s , a n d s a i d , H a i l , M a s t e r , a n d k i s s e d 
h i m . B u t n o w , J e s u s k n o w i n g a l l t h i n g s that s h o u l d 
c o m e u p o n h i m , w e n t f o r t h a n d s a i d unto t h e m , W h o m 
s e e k y e ? T h e y a n s w e r e d h i m , J e s u s o f N a z a r e t h . J c s t u 
s a i t h unto t h e m , I a m l i e . ' * A s t h e c u r a t e s a i d these 
w o r d s , they a l l fel l p r o s t r a t e o n t h e g r o u n d . " M a r k / ' 
c r i e d h e , " t h e p o w e r of t h e W o r d ! T h e y c a m e o u t to 
t a k e h i m w i t h s w o r d s a n d v / i t h s t a v e s , b u t a t the s o u n d 
of the D i v i n e W o r d , they a c k n o w l e d g e the p o w e r of G o d , 
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and fa l l at h i s feet. B u t it i s o n l y fo r a m o m e n t . B e h o l d , 
now they b i n d h i m , t h e y buffet h i m , t h e y s m i t e h i m w i t h 
the p a l m s of the i r h a n d s , t h e y l e a d h i m a w a y to t h e ; h i g h 
p r i e s t . " . . . . 

A l l th is w a s e n a c t e d in s u c c e s s i o n , t h o u g h s o m e t i m e s 
the c u r a t e w a s o b l i g e d to r e p e a t the s a m e t h i n g s s e v e r a l 

fj t imes before they reeo l lee led w h a t to do. " A n d a l r e a d y , 
in a n t i c i p a t i o n of the i n i q u i t o u s s e n t e n c e , beho ld w h a t is 
w r i t t e n . " T h i s a l l u d e d to a p a p e r f a s t e n e d u p o n a , p o l e , 
wh ich a m a n h e l d a b o v e the h e a d s of the c r o w d , a n d o n 
w h i c h w a s w r i t t e n , " J e s u s of N a z a r e t h , K i n g of the J e w s , 
c o n d e m n e d to d e a t h by P o n t i u s P i l a t e , P r e s i d e n t of U p p e r 
G a l i l e e . " 

A n d n o w , e s c o r t e d b y J u d a s a n d the m u l t i t u d e , t h e 
S a v i o u r w a s b o r n e t h r o u g h t h e c r o w d , in c o n c l u s i o n of t h e 
p r e n d i m i e n t o . T h e c u r a t e w o u n d u p h is d i s c o u r s e by a n 
e x h o r t a t i o n to a b s t a i n f r o m s i n , w h i c h h a d been the c a u s e 
of t h i s a w f u l e v e n t . I r e g r e t to s t a t e t h a t a t t h i s v e r y 
m o m e n t , a m a n p o k e d h i s h a n d i n t o A - ' s p o c k e t , w h o 
turned v e r y s h a r p l y r o u n d , a n d a s k e d h i m w h a t , h e 
w a n t e d ; " N a d a , S e ñ o r i t o , " ( N o t h i n g , s i r , ) s a i d h e , w i t h 
an i n n o c e n t s m i l e , s h o w i n g t w o r o w s o f teeth l i k e a n 
ivory r a i l i n g , b u t a t the s a m e t i m e d i s a p p e a r i n g p r e t t y 
swi f t ly a m o n g s t the c r o w d , w h o n o w al l b e g a n to m o v e , 
and to fo l low the p r o c e s s i o n , t h e b a n d s t r i k i n g u p , a 
ga lope . I n the e v e n i n g w e r e t u r n e d to S a n A n g e l , a n d 
v is i ted the l i g h t e d c h u r c h e s t h e r e . A s it w a s l a t e w h e n 
we e n t e r e d the p a r r o q u i a ( p a r i s h c h u r c h ) , the l i g h t s w e r e 
nearly a l l e x t i n g u i s h e d , a n d a f e w a lone of t h e d e v o u t 
were s t i l l k n e e l i n g b e f o r e a f igure of o u r S a v i o u r in 
cha ins . . . . 

O n H o o d F r i d a y w e set off e a r l y for C o y o h u n c n n , 
though ra I lu i r a f r a i d of the s u n , w h i c h at p r e s e n t , ¡n the 
middle of the d a y , i s i n s u p p o r t a b l e , a n d e v e n by ten o ' c l o c k 
d isagreeab le . T h e w h o l e e n c l o s u r e r o u n d the c h u r c h , a n d 
to a g r e a t d i s t a n c e b e y o n d it , w a s c o v e r e d w i t h p e o p l e , 
and t h e r e w e r e e v e n a f e w c a r r i a g e s ful l of w e l l - d r e s s e d 
persons, w h o h a d c o m e f r o m the d i f ferent n e i g h b o u r i n g 
h a c i e n d a s ; a m o n g s t o t h e r s , t h e f a m i l y of the M a r q u e s a 
de V i v a n c o . T h e p a d r e Y t u r a l d e , w h o h a s s o m e r e p u t a 
tion fo r e l o q u e n c e , w a s e x p e c t e d to p r e a c h three s e r m o n s 
at C o y o h u a c a n tha t d a y , b e s i d e s o n e in t h e v i l l a g e of 
Mizcuaque . W e f o u n d tha t o n e s e r m o n w a s j u s t ¡con-
rluded. B y the t i m e w e a r r i v e d the s u n w a s p o u r i n g 
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d o w n h i s b e a m s l ike mo l lon lu;id. O u r cirriaf:;,t-* w a s 
o p e n , a n d u n d e r every tree w a s a c r o w d , so there wen-
s m a l l h o p e s of finding' s h a d e . W o m e n w e r e s e l l i n g f r u i l ; 
a n d booths w i t h ices a n d c h i a were e r e c t e d al l d o w n the 
Iune ICÍKIÍII^' f rom (hr c l i u i r i i . A l la .s i , h m v r v e r , a III 1 le 
r o o m w a s m a d e , a n d s e a l s w e n : p l a c e d for us d o s e lo 
the pulpi t , a n d u n d e r a I ree . 

T h e i m a g e of the S a v i o u r w a s n o w c a r r i e d f o r w a r d s on 
a p l a l f o n n , w i t h the h e a v y c r o s s a p p e a r i n g lo w e i g h him 
d o w n ; a n d o n the s a m e p l a t f o r m w a s S i m o n , the C y r c n i a n , 
a s s i s t i n g h i m lo b e a r the w e i g h t . T h e C y r c n i a n w a s repre
s e n t e d by a n old m a n , w i t h h a i r w h i t e a s s n o w , dressed 
in s c a r l e t c l o t h ; w h o , in a s t o o p i n g p o s t u r e , a n d without 
o n c e m o v i n g his body , w a s c a r r i e d a b o u t for h o u r s in the 
w h o l e force of the s u n , (he r a y s p o u r i n g d o w n upon his 
u n c o v e r e d h e a d . F o r n l o n g whi le w e h a d bel ieved him 
to be a w o o d e n f igure d r e s s e d u p , a n d w h e n he c a m e near 
he g r e a t l y e x c i t e d o u r s u r p r i s e a n d c o m p a s s i o n . I f he 
s u r v i v e s th is d a y ' s w o r k it w i l l be a m i r a c l e . I c a n now 
a l m o s t g i v e fa i th to ' s a s s e r t i o n , tha t in s o m e of the 
v i l l a g e s the m a n w h o r e p r e s e n t s J u d a s a c t u a l l y hangs 
h i m s e l f , o r i s h a n g e d u p o n a f r e e ! T h e S a v i o u r w a s 
d r e s s e d in c r i m s o n ve lve t , w i t h the c r o w n of t h o r n s ; and 
a f igure of the V i r g i n , in deep m o u r n i n g , w a s c a r r i e d afU-r 
h i m by I n d i a n w o m e n . 

T h e p r o c e s s i o n c o n s i s t e d of the s a m e m e n on horsebar l i 
a s w e h a d seen o n foot the p r e c e d i n g d a y ; of (he S p y , the 
P l m r i s e e K , the J e w s , lhe l i r t r a y r r , a n d (he m o b . Some 
h a d h e l m e t s a n d f e a t h e r s , a n d a r m o u r . S o m e wore 
w r e a t h s of g r e e n a n d g o l d l e a v e s . O n e v e r y good- look ing 
m a n , w i th l o n g c u r l s a n d a go ld c r o w n , a n d ;t splendid 
m a n t l e of s c a r l e t a n d g o l d , w a s i n t e n d e d for a R o m a n . 
B y h i s c r o w n he p r o b a b l y meant to p e r s o n i f y the R o m a n 
Cl i ísar . T h e s e r m o n , o r r a l h e r lhe d i s c o u r s e of (he padre, 
w a s v e r y g o o d , a n d a p p e a r e d lo be e x l e i n p o r e . I k - made 
an a d d r e s s to the V i r g i n , w h o w a s c a r r i e d by a n d Jed up 
to the pulp i t , a n d a n o t h e r to the S a v i o u r , d u r i n g which 
t ime the a u d i e n c e w a s b r e a t h l e s s l y a t ten t ive , notwi ih -
s l a n d i n g the c r y i n g of c h i l d r e n a n d the b a r k i n g of dogs. 
I t w a s s u p p o s e d tha t I h c y w e r e n o w l e n d i n g Chr is t : before 
(he j u d g m e n t - s e a t of P i l a t e , a n d the nex t s c e n e w a s to 
lie the de l ivery o f the s e n t e n c e . 

W h e n the c u r a t e ' s d i s c o u r s e w a s f in ished , the proces
s ion wen l o n ; the I n d i a n w o m e n b e g a n lo sell their m i K 



Sentence pronounced by Pontius Pilate 363 
a n d o r a n g e s , a n d the b a n d s t r u c k up a n a i r in the d is 
t a n c e , to w h i c h , w h e n l a s t I h e a r d i t , D u c r o w ' s h o r s e s 
w e r e d a n c i n g * ! W e , in a fiery s u n , w h i c h m a d e i ts w a y 
I h r o u g h o u r m a n t i l l a s , n o w proceeded to s e a r c h for a 
r o n v r n i r n l p lace í r o t n w h i c h to h e a r the p a d r e ' s next 
s e r m o n , a n d to see the n e x t s c e n e in the s a c r e d d r a m a . 
T h e p a d r e , w h o w a s w a l k i n g u n d e r the s h a d e of a l i lac 
s i l k p a r a s o l , i n s i s t e d upon res igning" it to me . T h e 
Señora d i d not s e e m i t ) feel the heat , at a l l . A t l a s t , 
in o r d e r to a v o i d the c r o w d , we g o t up on the low a z o t e a 
of a h o u s e , bes ide w h i c h the pu lp i t w a s p l a c e d ; but here 
the sun w a s o v e r w h e l m i n g . 

T h e p a d r e ' s s e r m o n w a s rea l ly e loquent in s o m e p a s 
s a g e s , h u t l a s t e d n e a r l y a n h o u r , d u r i n g w h i c h l i m e w e 
a d m i r e d the for t i tude of the u n h a p p y C y r e n i a n , w h o w a s 
p e r f o r m i n g a p e n a n c e of no o r d i n a r y k i n d . T h e sun 
dar ted d o w n p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y on the b a c k of h i s e x p o s e d 
h e a d , w h i c h h e kept bent d o w n w a r d s , m a i n t a i n i n g the 
s a m e p o s t u r e the w h o l e t i m e , w i t h o u t flinching o r m o v i n g . 
B e f o r e the s e r m o n w a s o v e r w e c o u l d s t a n d the h e a t no 
l o n g e r , a n d w e n t in u n d e r cover . I fel t as if my b r a i n s 
w e r e me l ted in to a h o t j e l l y . W e e m e r g e d u p o n h e a r i n g 
that the p r o c e s s i o n w a s a g a i n m o v i n g t o w a r d s the pu lp i t , 
w h e r e it s h o r t l y a f ter f o r m e d i tsel f into two l i n e s . I n a 
few m o m e n t s a m a n w i t h a p l u m e d he lmet , m o u n t e d on 
a fiery h o r s e , g a l l o p e d f u r i o u s l y t h r o u g h the r a n k s , h o l d i n g 
a paper o n the point of h is l a n c e , the sen tence p r o n o u n c e d 
by I ' on l ius I ' i laU:. 

A r r i v e d a t the pulpi t , he h a n d e d i t up to the p r i e s t , w h o 
received it w i t h a look of h o n o r , o p e n e d it , t r ied to r e a d it, 
;md t h r e w it o n the g r o u n d w i th a n a i r of i n d i g n a t i o n . 
T h e m e s s e n g e r g a l l o p e d b a c k m o r e f u r i o u s l y t h a n he c a m e , 
and h is h o r s e b o l t i n g a t the end of the l i n e s , o c c a s i o n e d 
,1 l a u g h a m o n g s t t h e s p e r l a t o r s . T h e n fo l lowed the 
par t ing a d d r e s s to the S a v i o u r , w h o s e b e a r e r s n o w 
brought h i m up to lhe pulpi t , fo l lowed by the m o u r n f u l 
l igure of the V i r g i n . R e f l e c t i o n s o n the event c o n c l u d e d 
this ac t . 

W e r e t u r n e d in the a f t e r n o o n , to see the d e s c e n t f rom 
the c r o s s , w h i c h w a s to be p e r f o r m e d w i t h i n the c h u r c h . 
T h e c h u r c h w a s c r o w d e d , a n d a b l a c k c u r t a i n h u n g before 
the a l tar . T h e padre n o w r e c a p i t u l a t e d a l l that h a d t a k e n 
place, a n d d e s c r i b e d the S a v i o u r ' s p a r t i n g w i t h h i s m o t h e r 
:it t h e foot of t h e c r o s s , a d d r c s s i n K the V i r g i n w h o s t o o d 
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i n he r s a b l e robes not far f r o m the a l ta r , a n d ioterrupl ing 
h i s s e r m o n to p r a y for h e r i n t e r c e s s i o n w i t h her Divine 
S o n . I o b s e r v e d a l l the w o m e n in t e a r s a s l ie described 
the Vir ' j ; i l l 's tfrirf, I h r I orinen Is of I he m i r i l l x i o n , lhe 
JiHli}.;ni[ies that the S a v i o u r h a d Miffered. A l l at once he 
e x c l a i m e d in a loud v o i c e , " D r a w b a c k the v e i l , ami lei 
tig behold h im 1 " T h e c u r l a i n w a s d r a w n , a n d the Saviour 
cruc i f ied a p p e a r e d , T h e n the s o b s of the w o m e n broki 
for th . T h e y c l a s p e d their h a n d s , b e a t their b r e a s t s and 
g r o a n e d , w h i l e the s o l d i e r s w h o s t o o d be low the cross 
c l a s h e d their s w o r d s , a n d one of t h e m s t r u c k the body 
w i t h a l a n c e . A í lhe s a m e l ime the V i r g i n b o w e d her 
h e a d , a s if in gr ie f . U n f o r t u n a t e l y I w a s near enough to 
see h o w th is w a s ef fected, w h i c h peep b e h i n d the scenes 
g r e a t l y d i m i n i s h e d l h e effect. 

T h e n t h e so ld ie rs m o u n t e d a l a d d e r near the crucifix, 
a n d took d o w n the b o d y , to bear it a w a y . A s i t c a m e by 
the pulp i t , the p r i e s t s e i z e d the h a n d s , a n d s h o w e d the 
m a r k s of the n a i l s , a t the s a m e t i m e b r e a k i n g out into 
e x c l a m a t i o n s of g r ie f . T h e s o l d i e r s s tood b e l o w , im
pat ient ly c l a s h i n g the i r s w o r d s ; the w o m e n s o b b e d vio
l e n t l y ; the p r o c e s s i o n p a s s e d o n , a n d w e r e t u r n e d to the 
A — — ' s h o u s e . 

I n the e v e n i n g the " P r o e c s s i o n of the A n g e l s " took 
p lace . K l g u r c s d r e s s e d in s i lk a n d g o l d , w i t h silver 
w i n g s , w e r e c a r r i e d by o n p l a t f o r m s to the s o u n d of 
m u s i c . T h e b o d y of the S a v i o u r l a y in a s o r t of glass 
h e a r s e , c a r r i e d by men c h a n t i n g a d i r g e , a n d fo l lowed by 
the V i r g i n . T h i s p r o c e s s i o n w a s r e a l l y pre t ty , hut had 
an o d d , u n n a t u r a l effect a m o n g s t the f r e s h g r e e n trees, 
the s m e l l of i n c e n s e m i n g U n g w i t h the f r a g r a n c e of the 
f lowers , a n d the g a u d y s i l k and g o l d and p l u m e s of 
f e a t h e r s g i l d e d by the sof t s e t t i n g s u n , a s they flashed 
a l o n g . I c l i m b e d up a n old s tone c r o s s near the church , 
a n d h a d a g o o d v i e w . E v e r y t h i n g l o o k e d g a u d y when 
n e a r ; but a s the p r o c e s s i o n w o u n d a l o n g under the broken 
a r c h e s and t h r o u g h the g r e e n l a n e s , a n d the m u s i c came 
fa in te r u p o n the c a r , a n d the b e a t i n g of d r u m s and the 
to l l i ng of be l ls a n d the m o u r n f u l c h a n t w e r e a l l blended 
into one fa in t a n d d i s t a n t h a r m o n y , the effect w a s beau
t i fu l . I t h o u g h t of the s i m p l e s e r v i c e of the Scot t ish 
k i r k , and of the c o u n t r y - p e o p l e c o m i n g out af ter the 
s e r m o n , w i t h the i r b e s t S u n d a y g o w n s o n , a n d their 
s e r i o u s , in te l l igent f a c e s , d i s c u s s i n g the mer i ts of (heir 
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minister 's d i s c o u r s e ; a n d w o n d e r e d at the c o n t r a s t s in 
the s a m e r e l i g i o n . . . . 

A s the e v e n i n g w a s coo l a n d p l e a s a n t w e w a l k e d 
lliroutfh the f ields l u l he d i u i n h of i /a C o n c i i p e i o n , w h e r e 
llic pruecay ion w a s lu p a s n , a n d j i i i t d o w n on [lie y rus y l i l i 
we h e a r d it coming ' . Á s the body w a s c a r r i e d by , al l w e n t 
011 their k n e e s . A t n i g h t e o m m c n c e d the pesamot or c o n 
dolence to the V i r g i n , i n the c h u r c h . S h e s tood o n her 
shrine, w i t h h e r h e a d b o w e d d o w n ; a n d the h y m n s a n d ' 
prayers w e r e a l l a d d r e s s e d to h e r , w h i l e the s e r m o n , 
preached by a n o t h e r c u r a , w a s a l s o in h e r h o n o u r . I 
plead ^ i i i l l y to h a v i n g been too s l e e p y to take in m o r e 
than the g e n e r a l tenour of the d i s c o u r s e . T h e m u s i c i a n s 
seemed to be p l a y i n g " S w e e t K i t t y C l o v e r , " w i t h v a r i a 
tions. I f S w e e t K i t t y C l o v e r is g e n u i n e I r i s h , a s w h o 
can doubt , h o w d id these I n d i a n s g e t ho ld of i t ? D i d 
Saint P a t r i c k g o r o u n d f r o m the E m e r a l d I s le b y w a y of 
T i p p e r a r y ? B u t , if he h a d , w o u l d h e not h a v e k i l l ed the 
alacráns, a n d c h i c a c l i n o s , a n d c o r a l i l l o s , a n d v i n a g r i l l o s ? 
Th is r e q u i r e s c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

I n the O r a pro n o b i s , w e w e r e s t r u c k w i t h l h e f ineness 
of the r u s t i c v o i c e s . B u t m u s i c in th is c o u n t r y is a s i x t h 
sense. I t w a s b u t a f e w d a y s be fore l e a v i n g M e x i c o , 
lliat, s i t t i n g a lone at the open w i n d o w , e n j o y i n g the s h o r t 
twi l ight , I h e a r d a s o u n d ol d i s t a n t m u s i c ; m a n y v o i c e s 
s ing ing in p a r t s , a n d c o m i n g g r a d u a l l y n e a r e r . I t 
sounded b e a u t i f u l , a n d e x a c t l y in u n i s o n w i th the h o u r 
and the s c e n e . A t f irst I c o n c l u d e d it to be a r e l i g i o u s 
p r o c e s s i o n ; but it w a s not a h y m n — t h e a i r w a s g a y e r . 
W h e n the v o i c e s c a m e under the w i n d o w , a n d r o s e in full 
cadence, I w e n t out on the b a l e o n y to s e e to w h o m they 
belonged- I t w a s the f o r ç a i s , r e t u r n i n g f r o m the i r w o r k 
to the A c o r d a d a 1 g u a r d e d by s o l d i e r s , the i r c h a i n s c l a n k 
ing in m e a s u r e to the m e l o d y , a n d a c c o m p a n i e d by s o m e 
m i s e r a b l e - l o o k i n g w o m e n . 

W e left the c h u r c h f e e l i n g very t i red a n d s l e e p y , a n d 
walked t o w a r d s the b o o t h s , w h e r e , in the m i d s t of flowers 
and e v e r g r e e n s , they w e r e s t i l l s e l l i n g i c e s , and l e m o n a d e 
and c h i a . W e s a t d o w n to r e s t in the c l e a n e s t of these 
leafy b o w e r s , a n d then r e t u r n e d to C o y o h u a c a n . 'J'here 
was no d r u n k e n n e s s , o r q u a r r e l l i n g , o r c o n f u s i o n of any 
s o i l . A n o c c a s i o n a l h y m n , r i s i n g in the s i lence of the 
•tir, or the cHsli inl f l a s h i n g of a h u n d r e d l i g h t s , a lone g a v e 
notice that the funera l p r o c e s s i o n of the S a v i o u r h a d not 
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y e t ha l ted for the n i g h t ; b u t there w a s n o n o i s e , not even 
m i r t h . E v e r y t h i n g - w a s c o n d u c t e d w i t h a s o b r i e t y behtt ing 
t h e e v e n t tha t w a s c e l e b r a t e d . T h a t s o m e of the curate ' : , 
h o r s e s w e r e s to len t h a t n t g - h t is o n l y u p r o o f t h a t b a d men 
wore ttui , unit luuk (H.JM , , l u n i l v o f u'i!i , l l , ' i i ;n,t! ill)nl 
l iome to j i l m u l c r l i ia s t a b l e s . W e w e r e t o l d u n anecdote 
c o n c e r n i n g : S i m o n t h e C y r e n i a n , w h i c h i s n o t h a d . A 
m a n w y s t a k e n up i n o n e of the v i l l a g e s a s a v a g r a n t , 
a n d d e s i r e d b y the j u s t i c e t o g i v e a n a c c o u n t o f h imse l f— 
to e x p l a i n w h y he w a s a l w a y s w a n d e r i n g f a b o u t , a n d had 
no e m p l o y m e n t . T h e m a n , w i t h the g r e a t e s t ind igna t ion , 
rep l i ed , " N o e i n p l o y m e u t . 1 I a m s u b s t i t u l e C y r c n U m at 
C o y o h u a c a n i n the H o l y W e e k ! " T h a t i s to s a y , h e was 
to be s u b s t i t u t e d in t h e C y r e n i a n ' s p l a c e , s h o u l d anyth ing 
o c c u r to p r e v e n t t h a t i n d i v i d u a l f r o m r e p r e s e n t i n g the 
c h a r a c t e r . 

L E T T E R T H E F O R T I E T H 

Balloon—San H a r t ó l o — I n d i a n W o m e n — A B e a u t y — D i f f e r e n t Castes— • 
Ind ians—Thei r C h a r a c t e r , e lc.—Those of N o b l e Race—-Ball al j 
the French M i n i s t e r ' s — A b e c i l i a — D a n g e r o f W a l k i n g - Uiiatfendcl 1 
—Shoot ing Pa r t y—A M u r d e r — R o b b e r y o f a Farmhouse—Di i - 'y. 
comfited Robber C a p t a i n — T h e "Zambos " — L e t t e r s " and V is i to r j 
—Country L i fe in M e x i c o . | 

23rd Apr i l . I 

WE w e n t t o M e x i c o y e s t e r d a y to see a b a l l o o n ascend | 
f r o m the P l a z a de T o r o s , w i t h an a e r o n a u t a n d h i i 1 
d a u g h t e r ; F r e n c h p e o p l e , I b e l i e v e . T h e s c e n e w a s really | 
b e a u t i f u l . T h e p l a / a w a s l i lU-<l w i t h w r l l - t l r i - . h s c d peoph-, § 
a n d al l the b o x e s c r o w d e d • w i t h l a d i e s i n f u l l to i let . Tin-
p r e s i d e n t w a s there w i t h h i s s t a f f , a n d t h e r e w e r e two 
b a n d s of m u s i c . T h e d a y w a s p e r f e c t l y b r i l l i a n t , a n d the 
s t ree ts c r o w d e d w i t h h a n d s o m e c a r r i a g f e s , m a n y of Iheiu 
o p e n . T h e ba l loon s w a y e d i tse l f up a n d d o w n in tlic 
m i d s t of the p l a z a l i k e u l i v i n g : thing". E v e r y t h i n g - seemed j 
r e a d y for the a s c e n t , w h e n i t w a s a n n o u n c e d t h a t t l ic i t ' 
w a s a h o l e in the b a l l o o n , and^ t h a t , c o n s e q u e n t l y , there 
c o u l d be no a s c e n t t h a t d a y . T h e p e o p l e b o r e their d i * -
a p p o i n t m e n t v e r y ^ o o d T i m n o u r e d l y , a l t h o u g h i t w a s con
j e c t u r e d t h a t t h e a i r t r a v e l l e r h a d m e r e l y p r o p o s e d to him
sel f to g e t the i r m o n e y , w i t h o u t the s l i g - h t e s t in ten t ion oj 
per forming- h is v o y a y e . O p e a m u s i n g c i r c u n i s t a n c e wab, 
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fhafc s o m e p e n n y - a - l i n e r h y m e r h a d w r i t t e n a n a c c o u n t o í 
it i n v e r s e b e f o r e h a n d , g i v i n g a m o s t g r a n d i l o q u e n t 
a c c o u n t o í the a s c e n t of t h e b a l l o o n ; a n d w h e n w e c a m e 
" ' i t , t lu: p l a z a w a s (till of m e n s r l l i n g i h e s n v e r s e s , w h i c h 
( h o )u-.i)ph; \ \ f \ r . .ill buy ¡11^ an d 1 ^ ¡u l ing vvitli roar ; , oi 
^ i i R h t e r . 

T h e first of M a y b e i n g S a n F e l i p e , there w i l l be a bali 
¡it t h e F r e n c h M i n i s t e r ' s , to w h i c h w e s h a l l p r o b a b l y g o . 

2 5 t h . — W e h a v e j u s t r e t u r n e d f r o m a r ide to S a n B a r 
t o l o , an I n d i a n v i l l a g e , four l e a g u e s f r o m t h i s , w h e r e we 
w e n t w i t h a l a r g e p a r t y , s o m e o n h o r s e s , .some on a s s e s , 
o t h e r s on m u l e s , a n d one a d v e n t u r o u s j e h u d r i v i n g h i m 
s e l f i n a f o u r - w h e e l e d c a r r i a g e , w i t h a p a i r of h o r s e s , o v e r 
:i r o a d f o r m e d of r u t s , s t o n e s , h o l e s , a n d r o c k s , w h e r e , 
I w i l t v e n t u r e to s a y , n o c a r r i a g e e v e r m a d e i ts a p p e a r a n c e 
b e f o r e . E v e n the h o r s e s a n d a s s e s g o t along- w i t h difli-
c u l t y . I n sp i te of l a r g e s t r a w h a t s a n d g r e e n v e i l s , we 
w e r e b u r n t the c o l o u r of r e d I n d i a n s . I n the m i d d l e of 
lhe d a y w e find the s u n i n t o l e r a b l e a t p r e s e n t , a n d , o w i n g 
In ( h e b a d n e s s of the r o a d s , w e d i d not r e a c h o u r d e s t i n a 
t i o n u n t i l t w e l v e or o n e o ' c l o c k . 

S a n B a r t o l o i s a s m a l l , s c a t t e r e d I n d i a n v i l l a g e , w i t h a 
c h u r c h , a n d i s r e m a r k a b l e f o r a b e a u t i f u l s p r i n g of w a f e r , 
l h a t j e t s c o l d a n d c l e a r f r o m the h a r d r o c k , a s if M o s e s 
h a d b u t j u s t s m o t e i t ; for i t s s u p e r b ta l l p i n e - t r e e s ; for 
lhe g o o d l o o k s a n d c l e a n n e s s of t h e I n d i a n w o m e n , w h o 
arc f o r e v e r w a s h i n g the i r l o n g h a i r in t h e i n n u m e r a b l e 
c l e a r s t r e a m l e t s f o r m e d by t h e s p r i n g ; a n d for a v i e w of 
M e x i c o , w h i c h i s p a r t i c u l a r l y f a v o u r a b l e , o w i n g to the 
t h i c k , d a r k s c r e e n of p ine w o o d i n the f o r e g r o u n d , a n d 
[he d i s t i n c t v i e w of tin; L a g u n a . O u r d i n n e r w a s c a r r i e d 
by I n d i a n s , w h o h a d t ro t ted off w i t h it a t d a y - d a w n ; b u t 
w h o l i a d t a k e n the w r o n g r o a d , a n d d i d n o t a r r i v e ti l l 
l o n g a f t e r u s . W e d i n e d u n d e r t h e p i n e - t r e e s b y the s ide 
of t h e s t r e a m , but s u r r o u n d e d b y c r o w d s of g a p i n g 
I n d i a n s , i n too c lose v i c i n i t y to b e a g r e e a b l e . S o m e of 
the y o u n g w o m e n w e r e r e m a r k a b l y h a n d s o m e , w i t h the 
m o s t b e a u t i f u l teeth i m a g i n a b l e , l a u g h i n g a n d t a l k i n g in 
t h e i r n a t i v e t o n g u e at a g r e a t r a t e , a s they w e r e w a s h i n g 
in t l x ; b r o o k s s o m e the i r h a i r a n d o t h e r s the i r c l o t h e s . 
T h e m e n l o o k e d a s d i r ty as I n d i a n s g e n e r a l l y d o , a n d by 
no m e a n s on a l eve l w i t h t h e s e h a n d s o m e d a m s e l s , w h o 
are s o m u c h s u p e r i o r to the c o m m o n r a c e of I n d i a n s n e a r 
M e x i c o , tha t one w o u l d t h i n k they h a d s o m e i n t e r m i x t u r e 
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of S p a n i s h b lood in L h c i r v e i n s . A s i s t e r ü( Lll{3, wuli^11 ] 
w h o l a k e s c h a r g e of t h e h a c i e n d a w h e r e v v e l i v e , is one of | 
the m o s t b c u u l i f u l t r e m u i c s 1 e v e r b e h e l d , l - a r ^ c eycb, | 
w i t h l o n g d a r k l a s h e s , b l a c k í i a i r n e a r l y t o u c h i n g lhe Í 
g r o u n d , tee th l i k e s n o w , a d . i r k but g l o w i n g c o m p l e x i o n , j 
a s u p e r b f i g u r e , w i t h f i n e a r m s a n d h a n d s , a n d smal l ^ 
b e a u t i f u l l y - f o r m e d fee t . A l l that i s b e s t o f I n d i a n and * 
S p a n i s h , " o f d a r k a n d b r i g h t , " s e e m s u n i t e d in her. 1 
C n s a y s h e h a s s e e n p e a s a n t w o m e n i n A n d a l u s i a in j 
the s a m e s t y l e of b e a u t y , a n d qu i te a s h a n d s o m e . She 
is o n l y n i n e i e e n . S u c h b c a u l i e s a s these s t a r t l e o n e ever) 
wow a n d then in s o m e r e m o t e v i l l a g e . S l i c b e l o n g s , no 
doubt , to the m e s i h o s — t h e d e s c e n d a n t s o f w h i t e s and 
I n d i a n s , t h e h a n d s o m e s t r a c e i n M e x i c o . 

Y o u a s k if l h e e a s l u s i n M e x i c o a r c d i s t i n e t . T h e r e arc 
s e v e n s u p p o s e d lo b e s o . i s t , the G a c h u p i n o s , or 
S p a n i a r d s b o r n i n E u r o p e ; a n d , the C r e o l e s , t h a t i s , whi les 
of E u r o p e a n f a m i l y b o r n i n A m e r i c a ; 3 r d , t h e M e s t i z o s ; 
4 t h , the M u l a t t o e s , d e s c e n d a n t s of w h i t e s a n d n e g r o e s , of 
w h o m there a r e f e w ; 5 t h , t h e Z a m b o s , d e s c e n d a n l s of 
nruToofi tind Indifin;; , t in : u^jl'u f.i KM G in M c s . i t i»; o l h , llit 
I n d i a n s ; a n d 7 t h , l h e r e m a i n s of the A f r i c a n n e g r o e s . 

O f p u r e I n d i a n s , H u m b o l d t in h i s d a y c a l c u l a t e d thai 
there e x i s t e d t w o m i l l i o n s a n d a ha l f i n N e w S p a i n (with
out c o u n t i n g m e s t i z o s ) , a n d t / i e y a r c , p r o b a b l y , v e r y little 
a l t e r e d f r o m the i n f e r i o r I n d i a n s , a s C o r t e s f o u n d them. 
T h e p r i n c i p a l f a m i l i e s p e r i s h e d a t the t i m e o f t h e c o n q u e s t . 
T h e p r i e s t s , so le d e p o s i t a r i e s o f k n o w l e d g e * , w e r e put to 
d e a t h ; the m a n u s c r i p t s a n d h i e r o g J y p h i c a l p a i n t i n g s were 
b u r n t , a n d the r e m a i n i n g - I n d i a n s fel l i n t o t h a t s l a t e of 
i g n o r a n c e a n d d e g r a d a t i o n , f r o m w h i c h t h e y h a v e never 
e m e r g e d . T h e r i c h I n d i a n w o m e n p r e f e r r e d m a r r y i n g 
the i r S p a n i s h c o n q u e r o r s t o a l l y i n g t h e m s e l v e s w i t h the 
d e g r a d e d r e m n a n t of t h e i r c o u n t r y m e n ; p o o r a r t i s a n s , 
w o r k m e n , p o r t e r s , e t c . , o f w h o m C o r t e s s p e a k s a s filling 
the s t r e e t s o f the g r e a t c i t i e s , a n d a s b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d little 
bet ter t h a n b o a s t s of b u r d e n ; n e a r l y n a k e d i n f ierra 
e a l i e n í e , d r e s s e d pre t ty m u c h a s they n o w a r e i n the tem
pera te p a r t s of the m n n l r y ; a n d e v e r y w h e r e vvilh nearly 
t h e ' s a m e m a n n e r s , a n d h a b i t s , a n d c u s t o m s , a s t h e y m m 
h a v e , but e s p e c i a l l y in t h e m o r e d i s t a n t v i l l a g e s w h e n 
they h a v e l i t t le i n t e r c o u r s e w i t h the o t h e r c l a s s e s . l iven 
in the i r r e l i g i o n , C h r i s t i a n i t y , a s I o b s e r v e d b e f o r e , seems 
to be f o r m e d of the r u i n s o f t h e i r m y t h o l o g y ; a n d a l l litest 
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fcsüvíLics o f i h e c h u r c h , t h e s e i 'uevvorká , a n d i m a g e s , ; a n d 
gay d r e s s e s , h a r m o n i c e c o m p l e t e l y w i t h the i r c h i l d i s h 
love of s h o w , a n d a r c , i n f a c t , t t ie ir g r e a t e s t s o u r c e of 
delight. T o b u y these t h e y s a v e u p a l l the i r m o n e y , a n d 
when y o u g i v e a penny to a n I n d i a n c h i l d , ¡t t r o t s off to 
buy c r a c k e r s , a s a n o t h e r w o u l d to b u y c a n d y . A t t e m p t s 
have b e e n m a d e by their c u r a t e s to p e r s u a d e t h e m to o m i t 
the c e l e b r a t i o n of c e r t a i n d a y s , a n d to e x p e n d l e s s in the 
c e r e m o n i e s o f o t h e r s , b u t the i n d i g n a t i o n a n d d i s c o n t e n t 
which s u c h p r o p o s a l s h a v e c a u s e d , h a v e i n d u c e d t h e m to 
desist i n t h e i r e n d e a v o u r s . 

U n d e r a n a p p e a r a n c e of s t u p i d a p a t h y they ve i l a g r e a t 
depth o f c u n n i n g . T h e y a r e g r a v e a n d g e n t l e a n d r a t h e r 
sad in t h e i r a p p e a r a n c e , w h e n n o t u n d e r t h e in f luence of 
p u l q u e ; b u t w h e n they r e t u r n to t h e i r v i l l a g e s in the 
e v e n i n g , a n d h a v e t a k e n a d r o p of c o m f o r t , the i r w h i t e 
lecth l i g h t u p the i r b r o n z e c o u n t e n a n c e s l i k e l a m p s , a n d 
the g i r l s e s p e c i a l l y m a k e the a i r r i n g w i t h their l a u g h t e r , 
which i s v e r y m u s i c a l . I t h i n k it i s H u m b o l d t w h o s a y s 
that t h e i r s m i l e is e x t r e m e l y g e n t l e , a n d the e x p r e s s i o n of 
(licit" « y e s v t i r y MCVITC. AÍ> llu.-y h a v e n o bciu 'd , if i t w e r e 
not fo r a l i t t l e m o u s t a c h e , w h i c h t h e y f r e q u e n t l y w e a r 
on the u p p e r l ip , there w o u l d b e s c a r c e l y a n y d i f ference 
between t h e f a c e s of m e n a n d w o m e n . 

T h e I n d i a n s in a n d n e a r t h e c a p i t a l a r c , a c c o r d i n g to 
H u m b o l d t , e i t h e r the d e s c e n d a n t s o f t h e f o r m e r l a b o u r e r s , 
or a r e r e m a i n s of noble I n d i a n f a m i l i e s , w h o , d i s d a i n i n g 
lo i n l e n n a r r y w i t h the i r . S p a n i s h c o n q u e r o r s , p r e f e r r e d 
t h e m s e l v e s to till the g r o u n d w h i c h t h e i r v a s s a l s f o r m e r l y 
a i l l i v a t c d f o r t h e m . I t i s s a i d th a t t h e s e I n d i a n s of nob le 
race, t h o u g h to the v u l g a r e y e u n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e f r o m 
their f e l l o w s , a re he ld in g r e a t r e s p e c t by the i r i n f e r i o r 
c o u n t r y m e n . In C h o l u l a , p a r t i c u l a r l y , there a r c s t i l l 
cac iques w i t h l o n g I n d i a n n a m e s ; a l s o in T l a s c a l a — a n d 
though b a r e f o o t a n d r a g g e d , they a r e s a i d to p o s s e s s g r e a t 
hidden w e a l t h . B u t it i s n e i t h e r i n o r n e a r the c a p i t a l 
that w e c a n s e e the I n d i a n s to p e r f e c t i o n in their o r i g i n a l 
state. I t i s o n l y by t r a v e l l i n g t h r o u g h the p r o v i n c e s tha t 
we " a n a c e o m p t i s h l l i i s ; a n d s h o u l d the l a t e n e s s of l h e 
season o b l i g e us to r e m a i n h e r e a n y t ime after a n o t h e r 
minister a r r i v e s , w e m a y p r o b a b l y t a k e a l o n g e r j o u r n e y 
in s o m e d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n f r o m t i e r r a c a l i e n t e , w h e r e w e 
may s e c s o n i c t r ibes of the i n d i g e n o u s M e x i c a n s . C e r 
tainly n o v i s i b l e i m p r o v e m e n t h a s t a k e n p lace in the i r 
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cond i t ion s i n c e l l i c i n d c p c i H l c n c c . T J i c y ;u'c q u i l c ¡ib j iuur 
a n d qui te a s i g n o r a n t , a n d quite a s d e g r a d e d a s they were 
in 1808, a n d i f they d o r a i s e a l i t t le g r a i n of their o w n , 
they are so h a r d l y t a x e d thai lhe p r i v i l r g e is a s noujjht. 

M a y u n d . — W e re t u r n e d l i o i n M e x i c o th is inornin^, 
h a v i n g g o n e in to a l l c n d the ba l l g i v e n at the Krencli 
M i n i s t e r ' s , on the d a y o í L o u i s I ' b i l ippc . It w a s very 
p re t ty , a n d we s t a y e d ti l l i t w a s v e r y la te . W e met with 
s u c h a c o r d i a l recept ion f r o m al l o u r f r i e n d s , w h o m wc 
h a v e not seen lor a m o n t h , that w c ai t ; l e m p t c d to believe 
o u r s e l v e s a s m u c h m i s s e d in M e x i c o a s they s a y we arc. 
T h e tíefiora L a n d the l i — s w e r e a m o n g s t the b o l 
d r e s s e d M e x i c a n lad ies l a s t n i g h t ; the la t ter in whilr 
c r a p e a n d d i a m o n d s , a n d the other in b l a c k b londe over 
r o s e - c o l o u r , a l s o w i t h d i a m o n d s . T h e S e ñ o r a A , who 
w e n t w i t h u s , l o o k e d v e r y pret ty in a w h i t e b londe dress, 
w i t h a s m a l l b l a c k v e l v e t t u r b a n ro l l ed round w i t h large 
d i a m o n d s "and p e a r l s . T h e r e w e r e a g r e a t n u m b e r of small 
c r i m s o n v e l v e t t u r b a n s , a n d a n a m a z i n g n u m b e r of blacl. 
b londe d r e s s e s . T h e r e w e r e c e r t a i n l y some v e r y pretly 
w o t n n i . T h e c o r f t s d i g o n i a l Í < ¡ U ( : went in m i i r o i i n . 

7 t h . ~ - A b c c i [ t a , a f a v o u r i t e S p a n i s h a c t o r , d ied a it u 
d a y s a g o , a n d , a s C 11 took s e v e r a l b o x e s o n the nigln 
of a p lay g i v e n for the bench t of h i s w i d o w , w c wen I in 
to the thea t re on S a t u r d a y hist . W e a r c n o w looldiij,' 
out for a n o t h e r h o u s e in M e x i c o , for w h e n the r a i n y season 
b e g i n s w e s h a l l find th is too far f r o m the c i l y for C — n, 
w h o is ob l iged to be (hero c o n s l a n l l y . 

W e v e n t u r e d to t ake a w a l k a tom; y e s t e r d a y inoriiin^ 
t h r o u g h the l a n e s , d o w n to S a n A n g e l a n d C o y o h u a e a n , 
for w h i c h p iece of i m p r u d e n c e w e w e r e s e v e r e l y repre
h e n d e d , a n d to -day it a p p e a r s th a t t w o w o m e n had been 
robbed a n d i l l - t reated o n the road n e a r h e r e ; so we an 
too ready to s u b s c r i b e to the r e n e w a l o f our sentence ni 
i n i p r i s o i i m e n t in lhe h o u s e a n d o r c h a r d , w h e n we h a u 
no g e n t l e m e n w i t h u s ; but it m u s t be c o n f e s s e d that ii 
l a k e s g r e a t l y f r o m the c h a r m s of a c o u n t r y l i fe, nol tn U 
able to w a l k out l e a r l e s s l y . . . . 

T h e q u i e t n e s s a n d s t i l l n e s s - o f i h i s p lace i s incredihk . 
T h e r e is a c t u a l l y not a s o u n d in the a i r ; not a s igh t hui 
a r a g g e d I n d i a n . T h e g a r d e n is in g r e a t beau ty . Tin 
a p r i c o t s a r e r ipe a n d a b u n d a n t . T h e r o s e s a r e in full 
b l o w ; and (here is a l a r g e p o m e g r n n a t c - l r e e at lhe gal i 
of the o r c h a r d , w h i c h is o n e m a s s of ponçeau blossom. 
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ll is i n u d i w a n n e r in ll iu m i d d l e o í lliu d a y th is s u m m e r 
llum it w a s l a s t . 

W e spent a p l e a s a n t day late ly a t a g r e a t h a c i e n d a a 
few lca j ; i u :s j 'rom l l i is , In - long ing to a S p a n i s h m i l l i o n n i n : , 
on o c c a s i o n ol' a shuoling" p a r t y . VVc w e n t there to 
brc /Mi iH i j a n d a f t e r w a r d s se t off on h o r s e b a c k , s i t t i n g 
s ideways o n men 's s a d d l e s , to s e c the spor t . I t w o u l d 
have been very a g r e e a b l e b u t for lhe hea t . T h e s p o r U -
inen were not v e r y s u c c e s s f u l ; — s a w a l l ight of r o s e -
coloured l i a m i n g o e n , wlto s a i l e d h ig l i o v e r (he i r h e a d s , 
i m h u r t ; k i l l ed s o m e v e r y h a n d s o m e b i r d s ca l l ed t r i gue ros , 
'with beaut i fu l y e l l o w p l u m a g e , a n d s o m e d u c k s . T h e 
tr igueros a r c c o n s i d e r e d a d e l i c a c y . W e rode w i t h the 
a d m i n i s t r a d o r a l l r o u n d the e s t a t e , w h i c h is v e r y p r o 
duct ive a n d prof i table. H e told vis tha t they se l l in 
Mex ico , a n n u a l l y , fifteen t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s ' w o r t h of c o r n , 
and ten t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s ' w o r t h of m i l k , s e n d i n g in t h i s 
produce in c a n o e s , by the c a n a l w h i c h p a s s e s th is w a y . 
W e d i s m o u n t e d f r o m our h o r s e s in a g r e e n m e a d o w 
covered w i t h d a i s i e s a n d b u t t e r c u p s , w h i c h , f r o m a s s o c i a -
l inu, I p re fer to the t u b e r o s e s and p o m e g r a n a l e b l o s s o m , 
which n o w a d o r n the g a r d e n s . T h e S e ñ o r g a v e us 

e x c e l l e n t d i n n e r à I'EspagiwU'.; a l ter w h i c h I m a d e an 
at tempt to fire a t s o n i c b i r d s w h i c h s h o o k their t a i l s , a n d 
Hew a w a y in the m o s t c o n t e m p t u o u s m a n n e r . . . . 

T h e n e w S e c r e t a r y o f L e g a t i o n , S e ñ o r T , a n d the 
new a t t a c h é , S e ñ o r G — , h a v e j u s t a r r i v e d in M e x i c o . 

jo t l i . T h e l i a r o n a n d M a d a m e de - , w i t h the i r 
secre ta ry , the C o u n t de IS- c a m e out y e s t e r d a y m o r n 
ing u n e x p e c t e d l y to b r e a k f a s t , and s p e n t the d a y w i t h u s . 

13th.—We w e n t out w i t h C n l a s t e v e n i n g , to t a k e 
a w a l k ; w h e n a m a n r u s h e d by u s in a s ta te of g r e a t 
ag i ta t ion , a n d on g o i n g f u r t h e r w c met s o m e w o r k m e n , 
who told us that an I n d i a n l a b o u r e r h a d s t a b b e d a m a n 

\ in lhe next field, a n d that he h a d died before a p a d r e c o u l d 
be p r o c u r e d . W e h e a r d the c r i e s of h i s w i f e a n d c h i l d r e n , 
and A , c r o s s i n g the d i tch that b o r d e r e d the field, 
went to s e e the m a n . l i e w a s a m a s t e r - w o r k m a n , o r 
d i rector , a n d h a d found fau l t w i th one of the m e n for h is 
id leness. H i g h w o r d s e n s u e d , a n d the l a b o u r e r (p robab ly 
the m a n w h o h a d p a s s e d us ) d r e w h i s kn i fe a n d s t a b b e d 
liini. H e w a s l y i n g s t o n e d e a d , w i t h h i s h a n d hal f cu t 
th rough in h i s efforts to de fend h i m s e l f . A a s k e d a n 
a d m i n i s t r a d o r , w h o w a s s t a n d i n g n e a r , w h a t w o u l d be 
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done to lhe gu i l ty , m a n . " P r o b a b l y n o t h i n g , " s a i d he, 
shrugg ing" h is s h o u l d e r s ; " w e h a v e no j u d g e s to punish 
c r i m e . " T h i s r e n e o u n l e r , a s you m a y be l ieve , Look away 
f r o m us a l l inc l ina t ion to p u r s u e o u r r a m b l e s . 
• T h e r e i s a pre t ty f a r m h o u s e in the v i l l a g e , irj w h i c h we 
took she l te r the other d a y f r o m a s h o w e r of r a i n . The 
f a r m e r s a r e c iv i l a n d r e s p e c t f u l , u s u p e r i o r k i n d of people, 
witJi g o o d m a n n e r s r a t h e r a b o v e their s t a t i o n . The 
d a u g h t e r s a r e g o o d - l o o k i n g , a n d the h o u s e c lean a n d neat. 
O n e of the g i r l s g a v e m e a n a c c o u n t of a n o c t u r n a l \ is i t 
w h i c h the r o b b e r s pa id t h e m l a s t w i n t e r . S h e showed 
me the l i t t le r o o m w h e r e s h e w a s a lone a n d a s l e e p , when 
her mother a n d s i s t e r , w h o s lept in the c h a m b e r ad jo in ing , 
b e i n g w a k e n e d by the b r e a k i n g in o f the i r door , s p r a m ; 
out of the w i n d o w to m a k e their e s c a p e , a n d s h e w a s left 
in the h o u s e a lone . S h e j u m p e d out of bed and bolted the 
door (her r o o m h a d no other e g r e s s ) , a n d there she held 
a par ley w i t h these n i g h t v i s i t o r s , p r o m i s i n g to unlock 
e v e r y d r a w e r a n d c l o s e t , if they w o u l d w a i t t i l l she put 
on h e r c l o t h e s , a n d w o u l d do her no p e r s o n a l i n j u r y . The 
a g r e e m e n t w a s m a d e , a n d they k e p t the i r w o r d . They 
c l e a r e d the h o u s e of e v e r y ar t ic le it c o n t a i n e d , leaving 
n o t h i n g b u t the b l a n k e t in w h i c h the g i r l h a d wrappct! 
herse l f . A l l their c l o t h e s , h o u s e h o l d u t e n s i l s , money, 
e v e r y t h i n g w a s c a r r i e d off w i i h a s l o n i s h m j ; p r e c i s i o n ; 
Uild h a v i n g m a d e her s w e a r not lo m o v e fill l l icy had time 
to l e a v e the v i l l a g e , they p a i d her no fur t l ier a l le iU ion. 
T h e other w o m e n , who h a d g i v e n the a l a r m , found no one 
inc l ined move in lhe middle <>! lite , i | ; .u i i ' . [ A ]MI() 

w h o s e n u m b e r s their f e a r s h a d p r o b a b l y m a g n i l i o d . 
T h e a d m i n i s t r a d o r g a v e u s an a m u s i n g a c c o u n t thi.s 

e v e n i n g of a v is i t w h i c h a b a n d of no l e s s than thi i l ) 
r o b b e r s once v e n t u r e d to pay this s t r o n g a n d wel l -defended 
h a c i e n d a . H e w a s l i v i n g there a lone , th a t i s , w i thout the 
f a m i l y , und had j u s t b a r r e d a n d bo i led evcry lh i i i j . ; for (hr 
n i g h t , but h a d not ye t l o c k e d the outer g a t e , w h e n looking 
out f r o m h is w i n d o w into the c o u r t y a r d by moonl ight , In 
s a w a b a n d of robbers r ide u p to the door . H e instant l ) 
took h i s m e a s u r e s , a n d s e i z i n g the g r e a t k e y s , r a n up the 
l i t t le stfi ir thai , l e a d s to the a z o t e a , l o c k i n g the ga te by 
w h i c h he p a s s e d , a n d , c a l l i n g lo lhe e a p i a i n by n a m e {foi 
the robbers w e r e h e a d e d by a noted c h i e f l a i n ) , rcquestrH 
to k n o w w h a t lie w a n t e d at th a t h o u r of the n i ^ l i l . The 
c a p t a i n pol i te ly b e g g e d h im J o come d o w n s t a i r s and he I 
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would lell h i m ; but the a g e n t , s t r o n g in the p o s s e s s i o n of 
liis g r e a t k e y s , a n d we l l knowing- the so l id i ty of the i r o n -
barred w i n d o w s , c o n t i n u e d h i s par ley in a h i g h tone . T h e 
capta in rode r o u n d , e x a m i n e d e v e r y t h i n g w i t h a p r a c t i s e d 
eye, a n d f o u n d tha t it w o u l d requ i re a r e g u l a r s i e g e to 
make g o o d h i s e n t r y . H e t h r e a t e n e d , e n t r e a t e d , o b s e r v e d 
that h e w o u l d be conten t w i t h a s m a l l s u m of m o n e y , b u t 
all in v a i n . T h e r e stood the s t u r d y a d m i n i s t r a d o r on the 
housetop, a n d l l i e re sa t the c a p t a i n o n h i s h o r s e b e l o w , 
someth ing l i k e the fox a n d the c r o w ; but the a g e n t w i t h 
the k e y s w a s w i s e r than the c r o w a n d h e r c h e e s e , for no 
ca jo l ing w o u l d i n d u c e h i m to let t h e m out of h i s g r a s p ; 
and w o r s e t h a n a l l , s h o o t i n g h i m w o u l d h a v e d o n e t h e m 
no g o o d . A t l a s t the c a p t a i n , finding h i m s e l f en t i re ly 
outwi t ted, t o o k off h is h a t , po l i te ly w i s h e d the a g e n t a 
very g o o d n i g h t , d r e w off h is m e n a n d d e p a r t e d . 

A n o t h e r t ime, be ing a l s o a lone , he w a s a t t a c k e d in 
broad d a y l i g h t by two m e n w h o c a m e u n d e r p re tence of 
buy ing p u l q u e ; b u t h a v i n g t ime to g e t ho ld of a s w o r d , 
he o v e r p o w e r e d o n e , w h i c h f r i g h t e n e d the o t h e r , u p o n 
which they both b e g a n to l a u g h , a n d a s s u r e d h i m i t w a s 
mere e x p e r i m e n t to see w h a t he w o u l d d o — a per fec t j e s t , 
which he p r c l e i u l e d to b e l i e v e , b u t a d v i s e d t h e m not to t ry 
it a g a i n , as it w a s too g o o d a j o k e to be repea ted . S e ñ o r 

• pointed oul In us lite o i l i e r day a w e l l - k n o w n robber 
capta in , who w a s r i d i n g on the h i g h road w i th a f r i e n d . 
He h a d the w o r s t - l o o k i n g , m o s t v u l g a r , a n d m o s t v i l 
lainous fare T v.vcv s a w ; a l o w - l i v e d a n d most u n p o e t i c -
looking ru l l ian ; fa t a n d s a l l o w . 

W e s a w a h o r r i b l y u g l y m a n t o - d a y , a n d were told h e 
was a la lx ) , the n a m e g i v e n here lo the Z d m b o s ; w h o a r e 
[he m o s t f r igh t fu l h u m a n b e i n g s that c a n be s e e n . L a 
Güera R o d r i g u e z told u s th a t on a n e s t a t e of h e r s , one 
woman of tha t r a c e w a s in the habit of a t t e n d i n g c h u r c h , 
and th a t she w a s s o fear fu l ly h i d e o u s , the p r i es t l i ad been 
obliged to d e s i r e her to r e m a i n at h o m e , b e c a u s e she 
distracted the a t tent ion of the c o n g r e g a t i o n ! 

W e spent y e s t e r d a y at the h o u s e of the m i n i s t e r 
at S a n A n g e l , w h e r e he g a v e us a n d the m i n i s t e r 
and h i s f a m i l y a beau t i fu l b r e a k f a s t . H o w c o n s i s t e n t 
everyth ing l o o k s in a g o o d E n g l i s h h o u s e ! so h a n d s o m e 
without b e i n g g a u d y — t h e p la te so we l l c l e a n e d , the 
servants so w e l l t r a i n e d , 

j u n e S t h . - — W e were s i l l i n g under an apple - t ree the 
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o t h e r d a y , t r y i n g to t a m e t h e fiercest l i t t le d e e r I eve r ] 
saWj . w h o w a s butting- a n d k i c k i n g w i t h al l h i s might , pb t 
w h e n a l a r g e p a c k e t o f l e t te rs w a s b r o u g h t u s , l h e reading i 
of w h i c h i n s u r e d u s an a g r e e a b l e a f t e r n o o n . W e continue 
to l e a d a v e r y qu ie t l i fe h e r e , o c c a s i o n a l l y t a k i n g a short 
r ide in the e v e n i n g , a n d m a k i n g a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h the 
n e i g h b o u r i n g v i l l a g e s , the p r e t t i e s t of w h i c h i s T e s a p a n , 1 
a m o s t r u r a l a n d lea fy s p o t , w h e r e t h e r e a r c fine f r u i t 
t r e e s , p len ty of w a t e r , a n d g o o d - l o o k i n g p e a s a n t - g i t Is. 
S o m e t i m e s w e g o to S a n A n t o n i o to s e e the V — o 
f a m i l y ; o c c a s i o n a l l y to S a n A g u s t i n , w h e r e they a re pre
p a r i n g for the g r e a t f ê t e . W e a r e i n t r e a t y f o r a house 
in M e x i c o , h a v i n g n o w g i v e n u p a l l i d e a of pass ing 
t h r o u g h V e r a C r u z t h i s s u m m e r . W e a r e in h o p e s oí 
h a v i n g t h a t of t h e l a t e M a r q u e s a de S a n R o m a n , wh» 
d ied s o m e t i m e a g o , b u t the d e l a y s t h a t t a k e p lace in 
a n y t r a n s a c t i o n c o n n e c t e d w i t h a h o u s e in M e x i c o , ami 
the di f f icul ty of o b t a i n i n g a d e c i s i v e a n s w e r , a re hard 
f r i i i l H n f p n l i r i i c e . 

W e g e n e r a l l y h a v e a m i m b n * ol v i s i t o r s I r o m M e x i c o 
on S u n d a y , a n d t h o s e w h o c o m e in c a r r i a g e s m a y he 
c o n s i d e r e d a s r e a l f r i e n d s , for I hey dec ided ly r i s k their 
n e c k s , not to m e n t i o n t h e i r c a r r i a g e - s p r i n g s a t a bad bit 
o n t h e r o a d , w h i c h l h e o w n e r s , w h o a re Ind ians ' , wi l l ant 
a l l o w a n y o n e to m e n d fo r t h e m , a n d w i l l n o t m e n d them
selves. W h e n w e r e a c h it , w e a r e o b l i g e d r e g u l a r l y to 
g e t o u t o f the c a r n a g e , g o a b o u t a h u n d r e d y a r d s on 
foot , a n d t h e n r e m a i n i n m u c h a n x i e t y a t the top of the 
h i l l , t i l l w e s e e w h e t h e r or not the c a r r i a g e arr ive* 
u n b r o k e n , w h i c h it r a r e l y d o e s . A f e w d o l l a r s would 
m a k e it p e r f e c t l y sa fe . 

O u r ch ie f v i s i t o r s d u r i n g t h e w e e k a r e f rom ll ie Car 
mel i te c o n v e n t of S a n A n g e l . T h e old padre guardian is 
a b o u t e i g h t y . E a c h c o n v e n t h a s a p r i o r , but the padre 
g u a r d i a n e x e r c i s e s a u t h o r i t y o v e r a l l the c o n v e n t s of his 
o r d e r a s w e l l a s o v e r h i s o w n . 

T h e r e a r e m a n y e x c e l l e n t h o u s e s a n d fine g a r d e n s in 
S a n A n g e l , a n d a n u m b e r o f f a m i l i e s f r o m M e x i c o arc-
n o w there fo r the s e a s o n , T a c u b a y a a n d a l l the environs 
a r e . b e g i n n i n g to be o c c u p i e d , a n d M e x i c o l o o k s w a r m and 
d e s e r t e d . B u t t h e r e a r e so f e w i n c i d e n t s i n o u r quiet life 
a m o n g the m a g u e y s , t h a t I s h a l l w r i t e no m o r e till we 
r e t u r n f r o m S a n A g u s t i n a f te r the fê te . I f y o u w i s h to 
h e a r h o w w c p a s s our t i m e , y o u m u s t k n o w that w e p r n e r -
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illy r ise a b o u t s i x , a n d go o u i i n l o the o r c h a r d a n d s t ro l l 
ibout, o r s i t d o w n w i t h a b o o k i n a p l e a s a n t a r b o u r a t the 
end of o n e o í the w a l k s , w h i c h i s s u r r o u n d e d by r o s e -
mshes, a n d h a s a l i t t le s t r e a m of w a t e r running- p a s t it. 
Nor do w e e v e r en te r the o r c h a r d u n a r m e d wi th a long-
)ole, for i ts e n t r a n c e i s g u a r d e d by a flock of a n g r y g e e s e , 
l issing l i k e t h e m a n y - h e a d e d H y d r a that w a t c h e d o v e r the 

golden a p p l e s of l h e H e s p é r i d e s . A t e i g h t w e b r e a k f a s t , 
and by n i n e l h e s u n i s a l r e a d y p o w e r f u l e n o u g h to p r e v e n t 
•us f rom l e a v i n g the h o u s e . W e there fo re s i t d o w n to 
road or w r i t e , a n d d o o c c a s i o n a l l y t ake a g a m e at. b i l l i a r d s . 
C n g e n e r a l l y r i d e s to M e x i c o , b u t if n o t , g o e s u p to 
the a z o t e a w i t h a b o o k , o r w r i t e s in h i s s t u d y unt i l f o u r 
o 'c lock , w h e n w e d i n e . 

A f t e r d i n n e r we w a l k i n t o the v i l l a g e , if w e h a v e a n y 
at tendant e s q u i r e ; i f not , w e g o to the a z o t e a a n d s e e t h e 
sun s e t b e h i n d the v o l c a n o e s , o r w a l k in the g a r d e n t i l l i t 
is d a r k , a n d t h e n s i t d o w n in t h e f ron t of the h o u s e , a n d 
look at the l i g h t s in M e x i c o . T h e n w e h a v e tea o r 
t h o r o h i l c itml I In- r;m die:; a r e l i g h t e d - a n d the l a s t 
Indian w o r k m a n h a s g o n e off to b i s v i l l age - a n d the: 
house i s h a i r e d i n , a n d w e sil. d o w n to r e a d , or w r i t e o r 
talk, o r s o m e t i m e s w e p l a y b i l l i a r d s by l a m p - l i g h t . A n d 
then indeed the s i l e n c e a n d t h e s o l i t u d e m a k e u s feel a s 
if the w o r l d w e r e c o m p l e t e l y s h u t o u t . I n e v e r e x p e r i 
enced s u c h p e r f e c t s t i l l n e s s . E v e n t h e b a r k i n g of a d o g 
sounds l ike a n e v e n t . T h e r e f o r e , e x p e c t no a m u s i n g -
letters f r o m t h i s p l a c e ; f o r t h o u g h w e a r e v e r y c o m f o r t 
able, there a r e no i n c i d e n t s to re la te . T h e I n d i a n s c o m e 
in the m o r n i n g to d r i n k p u l q u e , ( w h i c h , by the w a y , 1 
now t h i n k e x c e l l e n t , a n d s h a l l find it v e r y dif f icult to l i v e 
wi thout 1) a I h U e ch i ld f r o m the v i l l a g e b r i n g s u s s o m e 
bouquets of f l o w e r s , w h i c h l h e I n d i a n s h a v e a p r e t t y w a y 
of a r r a n g i n g in a p i n e a p p l e or p y r a m i d a l f o r m ; the C h i n e s e 
cook, w i t h h i s l i t t le s l i t s of e y e s , p a s s e s by w i t h m e a t 
and f r u i t w h i c h h e h a s b e e n b u y i n g a t the m a r k e t of S a n 
A n g e l ; the p r i o r s a u n t e r s in to see h o w w e a r e — a c h a n c e 
visi tor c o m e s o n h o r s e b a c k f r o m M e x i c o , w i t h a l o n g ' s w o r d 
by h i s s i d e , a s i f he w e r e g o i n g to f ight the S a r a c e n s . 
And e x c e p t i n g tha t a p a d r e c a m e l a s t vSunday a n d s a i d m a s s 
to u s in the p re t ty l i t t le c h a p e l of t h e h a c i e n d a ; w h i c h 
saved us the t roub le o f g o i n g d o w n to the v i l l a g e ; a n d , 
m o r e o v e r , t o o k c h o c o l a t e w i t h us a f t e r w a r d s , t h e r e h a s 
heen n o t h i n g to v a r y the u s u a l rou t ine of o u r c o u n t r y l i fe . 
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lo th June. 

ONE y e a r s i n c e I l a s t w r o t e of S a n A g u s t i n ! A n entire 
y e a r h a s fled s w i f t l y a w a y o n r u s h i n g p i n i o n s , to add i u 
un i t to the r o l l i n g c e n t u r y . A n d a g a i n , on a b r i g h t morn
i n g 'm J u n e , we set off for the h o s p i t a b l e S a n Antonio, 
w h e r e we w e r e inv i ted to b r e a k f a s t a n d to p a s s the night 
on t h e s e c o n d d a y of the fê te . W e f o u n d a v e r y brilliant 
pa r ty a s s e m b l e d ; lhe f a m i l y w i t h a l l i ts b r a n c h e s , the Kx-
M i m s t c r C u e v a s , w i th h is lutudsoim1 s i M c r - i n - l n w , I.a 
GiWl 'U R o d i ij^viv/., Will i one t>l' JH V b r a i i l í l u l j ; rm) i l -
d a u g h t e r s ( d a u g h t e r of the M a r q u i s o f G e) , nou 
m a k i n g her first a p p e a r a n c e i n M e x i c o , a n d v a r i o u s otLcr 
a g r e e a b l e people . T h e first d a y of the fôtc , a rumoui 
w a s afloat that a n a l t a c k w a s to be m a d e on the banks 
by the federa l p a r t y ; tha t they e x p e c t e d to p r o c u r e (lu 
s i p e w s of w a r to the e x t e n t of a mi l l ion of d o l l a r s , a n d then 
i n t e n d e d to r a i s e a g r i to in M e x i c o , t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e ol 
the t e m p o r a r y a b s e n c e of the p r e s i d e n t a n d h is officers-
T h e p l a n s e e m e d ra ther f e a s i b l e , a n d the repor t , true or 
f a l s e , w a s c u r r e n t y e s t e r d a y ; but if t h e r e w a s a n y truth 
in i t , the d i s c o v e r y h a s been m a d e in t ime , for nothing 
h a s o c c u r r e d . S a n A g u s t i n a p p e a r e d e v e n g a y e r and 
m o r e c r o w d e d t h a n it w a s l a s t y e a r . W e spen t the day 
a t the E s , a n d w e n t w i t h t h e m to a b o x in the plaza 
to $ee the cock-f ighf: , w h i c h I h a d no p a r t i c u l a r p leasure, 
I m u s t c o n f e s s , in w i t n e s s i n g a g a i n , b u t w e n t for the sake 
of . t h o s e w h o h a d not s e e n ¡t before . T h e g e n e r a l coup 
d ' c e i l , w a s p x c e e d i n g g a y , a n d the i m p r o v e m e n t in (lie 
dreçs of the ' a d i e s s i n c e l a s t y e a r v e r y s t r i k i n g . The re 
w e r e ne i ther d i a m o n d s n o r p e a r l s a m o n g the most fashion
ab le . T h e b o n n e t s w e r e chief ly P a r i s i a n , a s w e r e many 
of the g o w n s . O n e box l o o k e d a v e r i t a b l e par te r re of 
f lowers . T h o I nd ios n l o u r p a r t v w n r o d r e s s d ^ a n d b o n n M -
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as s imp le , f r e s h , a n d e l e g a n t a s cou ld be s e e n in a n y p a r t 
of lhe w o r l d . A y o u n g a n d t i t led h e i r e s s , n e w l y a r r i v e d 
from h e r d i s t a n t e s t a t e s , w o r e p i n k s a t i n w i th a w h i t e 

)J hat a n d f e a t h e r s , a n d w e o b s e r v e d , t h a t a c c o r d i n g to the 
ancient S a n A g u s t i n f a s h i o n , s h e c h a n g e d her d r e s s f o u r 
or l ive t i m e s a day . B u t the l ad ies m a y d r e s s a n d m a y 
smile, a n d m a y l o o k their v e r y b e s t ; t h e y a r e little t h o u g h t 
of this day , in c o m p a r i s o n w i t h the o n e a l l - p o w e r f u l , a l l -
pe rvad ing ob jec t . I t is e v e n w h i s p e r e d t h a t one c a u s e 
of the more than u s u a l c r o w d a t S a n A g u s t i n th is y e a r , 
is that m a n y f a i l u r e s a re e x p e c t e d in m e r c a n t i l e h o u s e s , 
and th a t the h e a d s of these h o u s e s o r the i r a g e n t s a r e 
here o n the d e s p e r a t e hope of r e t r i e v i n g their f a l l i n g 
fortunes. 

A g o o d dea l of p lay o n a s m a l l s c a l e g o e s on in the 
private h o u s e s , a m o n g t h o s e w h o do not t a k e m u c h p a r t 
in the r e g u l a r g a m b l i n g ; but a l l a r e i n t e r e s t e d m o r e or 
l e s s ; e v e n s t r a n g e r s , e v e n l a d i e s , even o u r s e l v e s . O c c a 
sional n e w s is b r o u g h t i n , a n d r e c e i v e d w i t h deep i n t e r e s t 
oí the s t a l e o f the h a n k s , of the l o s s e s or g a i n s of the 
( l i l lVi m l i m | i v i d n ; i l s , or of l l n : r csu l l of the vneus, (a sort 
of g e n e r a l p u r s e in to w h i c h e a c h p u t s in two or three 
ounces, ) by di f ferent s t r a g g l e r s f rom the g a m b l i n g - h o u s e s , 
who h a v e t h e m s e l v e s only v e n t u r e d a few o u n c e s , a n d w h o 
prefer lhe s o c i e t y of l ad ies to th a t of the M o n t e p l a y e r s . 
T h e s e a r e g e n e r a l l y f o r e i g n e r s , and chief ly K n g l i s h . 

W e f o u n d the r o a d to the C a l v a r i o , w h e r e , a s u s u a l , 
there w a s a ba l l in the a f t e r n o o n , b l o c k e d up w i t h c a r 
r iages , and tiie hi l l i tsel f c o v e r e d witJi g a y f i g u r e s ; w h o 
were d a n c i n g a s we l l a s the t r e m e n d o u s c r o w d w o u l d 
permit. T h i s w a s r e a l l y to le rab ly r e p u b l i c a n . T h e 
women g e n e r a l l y w e r e d r e s s e d as the bet ter c l a s s e s of 
M e x i c a n s u s e d to be, y e a r s a g o , a n d not so m a n y y e a r s 
neither (and a s m a n y in the c o u n t r y , s t i l l are) in b londe 
dresses , w i t h v e r y s h o r t pe t t i coa ts , open s i l k s t o c k i n g s 
and w h i t e s a t i n s h o e s ; a n d s u c h a co l l ec t ion of queer 
honnets has p r o b a b l y n e v e r been seen s i n c e the d a y s w h e n 
les A n g l a i s e s p o u r t i re first se t foot on G a l l i c s h o r e s . 
Some w e r e l i k e s m a l l s t e e p l e s , o thers r e s e m b l e d h e l m e t s , 
some w e r e l i k e s u g a r - l o a v e s , a n d m o s t s e e m e d to h a v e 
been set o n , for c o n v e n i e n c e - s a k e , all the w a y out . A m i d s t 
these there w a s a g o o d s p r i n k l i n g of p re t ty H c r b a u l t s a n d 
Par is d r e s s e s , but they b e l o n g e d to the m o r e f a s h i o n a b l e 
( l a s s e s . T h e s c e n e w a s a m u s i n g f rom its va r ie ty , but w e 
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d i d not r e m a i n long", a s ÍL t h r e a t e n e d r a i n . A s w e looked 
b a c k , the c r o w d o n the h i l l p r e s e n t e d the a p p e a r a n c e of 
a bed of but ter f l ies dancing" w i t h b l a c k a n t s . 

W e r e t u r n e d to the \s to d i n n e r , w h i c h w a s very 
h a n d s o m e , a n d e n t i r e l y F r e n c h . . T h e r e w e r e a b o u t twenty-
e i g h t p e r s o n s a t t a b l e , s o m e of t h e m l o o k e d as i f they 
h a d r a t h e r l o s t t h a n o t h e r w i s e . A f t e r d i n n e r — m u s i c and 
c o n v e r s a t i o n o n the e v e n t s a n d p r o b a b i l i t i e s o f the day, 
t i l l i t w a s t ime to d r e s s for the ba l l a t the P l a z a . W e , 
h o w e v e r , p r e f e r r e d g o i n g to a b o x , w h i c h s a v e s the troublr 
o f d r e s s i n g , b e s i d e s b e i n g " de m u c h o t o n o " v e r y fashion
a b l e ; b u t w h e n w e a r r i v e d , not a b o x w a s to be h a d , tin-
c r o w d w a s s o g r e a t , a n d t h e r e w e r e s o m a n y people ui 
t o n o , b e s i d e s o u r s e l v e s , w h o h a d p r e f e r r e d d o i n g the saim 
t h i n g ; s o w e w e r e o b l i g e d to c o n t e n t o u r s e l v e s with 
r e t r e a t i n g to a th i rd r o w o f b e n c h e s o n the floor, aJ'tu 
p e r s u a d i n g a t l e a s t a dozen of v e r y g o o d - n a t u r e d women 
to t u r n ou t , i n o r d e r to let us i n . W e w e r e af terward. , 
j o i n e d by the M i n i s t e r a n d h i s w i fe . T h e bal l looked 
v e r y g a y , a n d was p r o d i g i o u s l y c r o w d e d , a n d e x r c e d i n ^ l ) 
u m u s i n g . 

T h e r e w e r e people of a l l c l a s s e s ; m o d i s t e s a n d car 
p e n t e r s , s h o p - b o y s , t a i l o r s , h a l l c r s , a n d h o s i e r s , min¡,d<d 
w i t h a l l the h a u t ton of M e x i c o . E v e r y s h o p - b o y con 
s i d e r e d h i m s e l f en t i t l ed to d a n c e w i t h e v e r y l a d y , a n d mi 
l a d y c o n s i d e r e d h e r s e l f a s h a v i n g a r i g h t to re fuse him, 
a n d t h e n to d a n c e w i t h a n o t h e r p e r s o n . T h e Señora riv 

, a m o s t h i g h - b r e d a n d d ign i f i ed p e r s o n , d a n c e d with .i 
s t a b l e - b o y in a j a c k e t a n d w i t h o u t g l o v e s , a n d h e appeared 
p a r t i c u l a r l y g r a t i f i e d a t the e x t r a o r d i n a r y o p p o r t u n i t y thus 
a f fo rded h i m of h o l d i n g h e r w h i t e g l o v e s in his brown 
p a w s . T h e s e f e l l o w s n a t u r a l l y se lec t the first lad ies 
the i r p a r t n e r s , a n d , s t r a n g e a s i t m a y s e e m , there is 
n o t h i n g i n the i r b e h a v i o u r tha t the m o s t f a s t i d i o u s can 
c o m p l a i n of. T h e y a r c p e r f e c t l y po l i te , q u i e t , a n d well 
c o n d u c t e d ; a n d w h a t i s m o r e r e m a r k a b l e , g o through .1 
q u a d r i l l e a s w e l l a s the i r n e i g h b o u r s . T h e b a l l w a s q u i d -
n e s s i t se l f , un t i l n e a r the e n d , w h e n the w i n d - i n s t r u m c n b 
w e r e s u d d e n l y s e i z e d wi l l ) a lit o í e c o n o m y , the l ime the) 
w e r e p a i d for h a v i n g p r o b a b l y e x p i r e d , a n d s topped short 
in the m i d s t of a w a l t z ; u p o n w h i c h the g e n t l e m e n w a l t z e s 
s h o u t e d " V i e n t o } V i e n t o ! " at the fu l l e x t e n t of thcii 
v o i c e s , c l a p p i n g the i r h a n d s , r e f u s i n g to d a n c e , and 
e n t i r e l y d r o w n i n g the s o u n d - o f s o m e litt le j i n g l i n g gi i i l ; i r - . 
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w h i c h w e r e p a t i e n t l y t w a n g i n g - o n , un t i l the h i red s o n s of 
^ E o l u s h a d to r e s u m e the i r l a b o u r s . 

T h e r e w e r e s o m e p re t ty f a c e s a m o n g t h e s e c o n d a r y 
. c l a s s of s m a l l s h o p k e e p e r s ; b u t t h e i r b e a u t y i s not s t r i k i n g , 

a n d t a k e s a l o n g t i m e to d i s c o v e r ; e s p e c i a l l y f a g o t é e s a s 
they a r e in t h e i r o v e r l o a d e d d r e s s e s . A m o n g s t the h a n d 
s o m e s t o f the h i g h e r c l a s s e s , w e r e the S e ñ o r a C s , a n d 
a d a u g h t e r of the M a r q u i s G e. 

O n t h e th i rd n i g h t of the fé te , C n a n d I h a v i n g left 
Lhe b a l l - r o o m , a b o u t ten o ' c l o c k , w a l k e d o u t i n the d i r e c 
t ion of the c o p p e r - t a b l e s w h i c h fil led the m i d d l e of t h e 
s q u a r e , a n d w e r e c o v e r e d w i t h a w n i n g s . I t is a s i g h t 
that , o n c e s e e n , c a n n e v e r be f o r g o t t e n . N o t h i n g b u t the 
p e n c i l o f H o g a r t h , o r the p e n of B o z , c o u l d do j u s t i c e to 
the v a r i o u s g r o u p s there a s s e m b l e d . I t w a s a g a m b l i n g 
je te c h a m p é t r c , c o n d u c t e d o n t h e m o s t l i b e r a l s c a l e . 

O n e a c h t a b i c w e r e g r e a t m o u n t a i n s of c o p p e r , w i t h an 
o c c a s i o n a l s p r i n k l i n g of s i l v e r . T h e r e w a s a p r o f u s i o n 
of e v e r g r e e n s , s m a l l t in l a m p s d r i p p i n g w i t h o i l , a n d 
s l o p i n g t a l l o w c a n d l e s s h e d d i n g g r e a s e u p o n the b o a r d , 
l . i l l l r r a g g e d b o y s , i i c l i n g a s w a i l e r s , w e r e b u s i l y e n g a g e d 
in h a n d i n g r o u n d p u l q u e a n d c h i a in c r a c k e d t u m b l e r s . 
T h e r e w a s , m o r e o v e r , a n a g r e e a b l e t i n k l i n g p r o d u c e d 
f r o m s e v e r a l g u i t a r s , a n d e v e n t h e b a n k e r s c o n d e s c e n d e d 
to a m u s e the i r g u e s t s w i t h s o o t h i n g s t r a i n s . T h e g e n e r a l 
d r e s s of t h e c o m p a n y c o n s i s t e d of a s i n g l e b l a n k e t , g r a c e 
fu l ly d i s p o s e d i n f o l d s a b o u t t h e p e r s o n ; s o a s to s h o w 
v a r i o u s g l i m p s e s of a b r o n z e s k i n . T o t h i s s o m e a d d e d 
a p a i r o f M e x i c a n p a n t a l o o n s , a n d s o m e a s h i r t of a 
doubt fu l c o l o u r . T h e r e w e r e m a n y w i t h l a r g e h a t s , m o s t 
of w h i c h h a d c r o w n s or p a r t s of c r o w n s , b u t a l l a f f o r d i n g 
free e n t r a n c e to the f r e s h a i r . G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , h o w 
e v e r , t h e h e a d w a s u n c o v e r e d , or c o v e r e d o n l y w i t h i ts 
n a t i v e t h a t c h i n g of l o n g , b u s h y , t a n g l e d b l a c k h a i r . 

T h i s m i g h t be out of c o m p l i m e n t to t h e l a d i e s , of w h o m 
I here w e r e s e v e r a l , a n d w h o o u g h t in p o l i t e n e s s to h a v e 
been m e n t i o n e d first. N o t h i n g c o u l d be s i m p l e r t h a n the i r 
c o s t u m e , c o n s i s t i n g of a v e r y d i r ty a n d e x t r e m e l y torn 
c h e m i s e , w i t h s h o r t s l e e v e s , a s h o r t e r pe t t i coa t , a m i a 
pa i r of s h o e s , g e n e r a l l y of d i r t y s a t i n : a l s o a r e b o s o , a n d 
the l o n g h a i r h a n g i n g d o w n a s E v e ' s g o l d e n l o c k s m a y 
h a v e d o n e in P a r a d i s e . " T h e y c a l l t h i s p l a c e a P a r a 
d i s e , " a S p a n i s h s o l d i e r w r o t e to h is f a t h e r ; " a n d s o I 
th ink it i s , it i s s o fu l l of A d a m s . 1 * 
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T h e r e w a s ne i ther l i g h t i n g , nor s w e a r i n g , n o r h igh 

w o r d s . I doubt w h e t h e r there be a s m u c h d e c o r u m at 
C r o c k f o r d ' s j i n d e e d , they w e r e s c r u p u l o u s l y pol i te to each 
o ther . A t one tab le , the b a n k e r w a s an e n o r m o u s l y fat 
g e n t l e m a n , one ha l f of w h o s e head w a s b o u n d u p w i th a 
d i r ty wh i te h a n d k e r c h i e f , o v e r w h i c h a t o r n p iece of hat 
WitH Hlurk , very m u r h In IMUJ .side. I Ic luid ;i IIIOÍSI roguish 
eye , a n d a smi le of i n v i t i n g b e n i g n i t y on Ids d i r ty coun-
( c i i u n c c . I n one h a n d he held ¿IIHÍ t ing led n guil;)) ' , while 
h e m o s t i n g e n i o u s l y s w e p t in the c o p p e r wi th the other. 
B y h i s s ide sa t t w o w r e t c h e d - l o o k i n g w o m e n , w i t h long 
m a t t e d h a i r , the i r e l b o w s on lhe tab le , a n d the i r great 
e y e s f ixed u p o n the g a m e wi th an e x p r e s s i o n of lhe most 
i n t e n s e a n x i e t y . A t a n o ! h e r , the b a n k e r w a s a pret ty little 
I n d i a n w o m a n , ra ther c l e a n , c o m p a r a t i v e l y s p e a k i n g , and 
w h o a p p e a r e d to be d o i n g b u s i n e s s s m a r t l y . A m a n stood 
n e a r h e r , l e a n i n g a g a i n s t one of the p o l e s that supported 
the a w n i n g , w h o a t t r a c t e d a l l o u r a t ten t ion . H e w a s 
.enveloped in a torn b l a n k e t , h i s h e a d u n c o v e r e d , a n d his 
feet b a r e , a n d w a s g l a r i n g upon the table w i t h h i s great 
d a r k , h a g g a r d - l o o k i n g e y e s , h i s b r o w n face l i v i d , and his 
e x p r e s s i o n b o r d e r i n g on d e s p a i r . I t n e e d e d no one to tell 
us tha t on the tab le w a s his l a s t s t a k e . W h a t w i l l si ich 
a m a n do b u t g o upon the r o a d ? 

[ h a v e h e a r d if m e n l i o u c d a s a s l r t n i g c i r c i i m s l a n r c in 
f a v o u r of the M e x i c a n c h a r a c t e r , that there i s ne i ther noise 
nor d i s t u r b a n c e in these r e u n i o n s ; n o n e of tha t uproar 
a n d v io lence that there w o u l d be in a n E n g l i s h m o b , for 
e x a m p l e . T h e f a c t is c e r t a i n , but the in fe rence i s doubt
fu l . T h e s e people a r e d e g r a d e d , a n d a c c u s t o m e d to 
e n d u r e . T h e y a r e gent le a n d c u n n i n g , a n d their p a s s i o n s 
nre not eas i l y r o u s e d , at l eas t to o p e n d i s p l a y ; but once 
a w a k e n e d , it is nei ther to u p r o a r tha t these p a s s i o n s will 
be e x c i t e d , nor by fair l ight lha t they wi l l be n s s u a g e d . 
I n E n g l a n d , a b o x i n g - m a t c h dec ides a d ispute a i n o n g s l 
the l o w e r o r d e r s ; i n M e x i c o , a k n i f e ; a n d a b r o k e n head 
is e a s i e r m e n d e d Iban u cu t throat . D e s p a i r nuist find 
vent in s o m e w a y ; a n d s e c r e t m u r d e r , o r m i d n i g h t rob
b e r y , a re the fa ta l c o n s e q u e n c e s of t h i s v e r y c a l m n e s s of 
c o u n t e n a n c e , w h i c h is b u t a m a s k of N a t u r e ' s o w n g i v i n g 
to h e r I n d i a n o f fspr ing . 

A n o t h e r r e a s o n for this t ranqu i l l i t y i s the habit oí 
g a m b l i n g , in w h i c h they h a v e i n d u l g e d , f rom ch i ldhood, 
a n d w h i c h h a s taught t h e m ' t h a t ne i ther h i g h w o r d s nor 
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violence w i l l r es to re a s i n g l e dol lar o n c e fair ly l o s t ; a n d 
in point of f a i r n e s s , everything- is c a r r i e d o n w i t h the 
s t r ic test h o n o u r , a s among- g a m b l e r s o í h i g h d e g r e e . 

W h i l e "hig-h life b e l o w s t a i r s " is t h u s enact ing: , and 
these people a r e c o u r t i n g for tune in the f resh a i r , the 
g e n t l e m a n l y g a m b l e r s are sea ted before the g r e e n c lo th -
i-oveii'd l.'ibhis, wi l l ) (he g r a v i t y belit l ing- so m a n y cabinet 
eounei ls ; b u l w i l h o n l l l ie ir m y s t e r y , for i luoi's a n d w i n d o w s 
iirc I h i o w n o p e n , and bo lh ladies a n d g e n t l e m e n m a y p a s s 
in a n d out , a n d look on at the guarne, if they p lease . T h e 
heaps of o u n c e s look t e m p t i n g l y , a n d m a k e it a p p e a r a 
I rue E l D o r a d o . N o r is there any l a c k of c r e a t u r e -
eomforl.s to r e l i c s h the H-'igg'ing- .spirit.s. T h e r e a r e .supper-
s p r e a d tab les , c o v e r e d w i th s a v q u r y m e a t s to a p p e a s e their 
hunger , a n d w i th g e n e r o u s w i n e s to g l a d d e n the i r h e a r t s ; 
and the g e n l l e m e n w h o s u r r o u n d e d (hat b o a r d s e e m e d to 
he playing-, ins tead of M o n i e , an exce l l en t k n i f e a n d fo rk . 

Y o u m u s t not s u p p o s e that those w h o ho ld g-aming-
lab les a re the l e s s c o n s i d e r e d on that a c c o u n t ; qn the c o n 
t ra ry , a s the b a n k s g e n e r a l l y w i n , they a re a m o n g s t the 
r i c h e s t , a n d , c o n s e q u e n t l y , the m o s t r e s p e c t e d m e n in 
M e x i c o . T h e s e b a n k e r s a r e f requent ly S p a n i a r d s , w h o 
h a v e found g a m b l i n g the read ies t s t e p p i n g - s t o n e to for
tune, Señor e x p l a i n e d to me one p lan of those w h o 
hold lhe b a n k s , a s o r t of h e d g i n g , by w h i c h it is n e x t to 
imposs ib le that they c a n lost;, h'or e x a m p l e , o n e of these 
g e n t l e m e n p r o p o s e s to his f r iends to t ake a s h a r e i n a 
v a c a , e a c h c o n t r i b u t i n g a f e w o u n c e s . H a v i n g co l lec ted 
s e v e r a l h u n d r e d o u n c e s , they g o to p lay at h is b a n k . I f 
they w i n , he rece ives h i s s h a r e , of c o u r s e ; a n d if they lose 
his bank w i n s the who le . I t is proceeding' upon the 
pr inciple of " H e a d s I w i n , tai ls y o u l o s e . " 

A t the tab les , few w o r d s are s p o k e n . 'H ie h e a p s of 
gold c h a n g e m a s t e r s ; but i he m a s t e r s do not c h a n g e 
i:ounli:nan<;c. 1 s a w but one person w h o looked a l í l í l e 
out of h u m o u r , a n d he w a s a f o r e i g n e r . T h e r ich mqn 
adds to h i s s t o r e , a n d the poor m a n b e c o m e ? a b e g g a r , 
l i e is r u i n e d , b u t " m a k e s no s i g n - " 

T h e l ad ies w h o h a v e co l lec ted o u n c e s a n d m a d e p u r s e s , 
send their f r i ends a n d a d m i r e r s lo the tables to try (heir 
luck for t h e m ; a n d in s o m e of the in fer ior h o u s e s , the 
Señoras of a lower c l a s s o c c a s i o n a l l y t ry the i r fo r tune 
for t h e m s e l v e s . I s a w one of t h e s e , w h o h a d probably 
lost , by no m e a n s " t a k i n g it c o o l l y . " S h e looked l ike an 
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o v e r c h a r g e d t h u n d e r - c l o u d ; ImL w h e l h i . r she b r o k e for lh 
in a n g e r o r in tears , t lu inder or r a i n , w e did not stay 
lo see . 

I n s h o r l , it is an a l l - p e r v a d i n g m a n i a , and a s m a n is 
" a ImndU: of h a b i t s , " the most: m o r a l p e r s o n s in (his 
c o u n t r y ( a l w a y s e x c e p t i n g one or t w o lad ies w h o e x p r e s s 
their o p i n i o n s s t r o n g l y a g a i n s t it) see n o t h i n g in it to 
c o n d e m n , a n d a re s u r p r i s e d a t the effect it: p roduces on a 
s t r a n g e r ; a n d , indeed , a f ter a few y e a r s ' r e s i d e n c e here , 
a fo re igner a l m o s t b e c o m e s r e c o n c i l e d lo these a b u s e s , by 
the ve i l of d e c o r u m w i t h w h i c h they a r e c o v e r e d . 

W e re turned to S a n A n t o n i o by the b r i g h t e s t possib le 
m o o n l i g h t , and in per fec t s a f e t y , it b e i n g on the h i g h j 
r o a d to M e x i c o , a n d there fore g u a r d e d by so ld ie rs . W e 
h e a r d the n e x t m o r n i n g , that a n e p h e w of G e n e r a l B— - s , 
w h o had v e n t u r e d u p o n g o i n g by a c r o s s - r o a d to his 
h o u s e , at M i z c u a q u e , h a s been a t t a c k e d a n d robbed of his 
w i n n i n g s , b e s i d e s b e i n g severe ly w o u n d e d . T h i s being 
the n a t u r a l c o n s e q u e n c e , the m o r a l e to the s tory c a n exci te 
no s u r p r i s e . T h e r o b b e r s w h o , in . h o p e s of p lunder , 
f lockcd d o w n a! lhe l ime of the liMe, l ike sop i lou-s s e e k i n g 
c a r r i o n , h ide t h e m s e l v e s a m o n g the b a r r e n r o c k s of the 
P e d r e g a l , a n d render al l c r o s s - r o a d s i n s e c u r e , e x c e p t with 
a v e r y s t r o n g e s c o r t . 

A n anecdote w a s re la ted to us th is m o r n i n g , by ;i 
m e m b e r of the c a b i n e t , a s t r i k i n g o n e a m o n g s t the in
n u m e r a b l e i n s t a n c e s of f o r t u n e ' s c a p r i c e s . A v e r y rich 
S p a n i a r d , p r o p r i e t o r of s e v e r a l h a c i e n d a s , a t t e n d e d the fete 
a t S a n A g u s t i n , a n d h a v i n g w o n t h r e e t h o u s a n d o u n c e s , 
o r d e r e d the m o n e y to be c a r r i e d in s a c k s to h is c a r r i a g e , 
a n d p r e p a r e d to r e t u r n to M e x i c o a l o n g w i t h h i s wife. 
H i s c a r r i a g e w a s jus t s e t t i n g off, w h e n a f r iend of his 
c a m e out o f an a d j o i n i n g h o u s e , a n d r e q u e s t e d h im to 
s fpy to b r e a k f a s t , to w h i c h he a g r e e d . A f t e r b r e a k f a s t , 
there b e i n g a m o n l e (able in the h o u s e , a t w h i c h some 
of h i s a c q u a i n t a n c e s w e r e p l a y i n g , he put d o w n two 
o u n c e s , a n d los t . H e c o n t i n u e d p l a y i n g a n d l o s i n g , until 
he hud lost his three t h o u s a n d m i n c e s , whie l i w e r e sent 
for a n d t r a n s f e r r e d to the w i n n e r s . H e st i l l cont inued 
p l a y i n g w i t h a terr ib le i n f a t u a t i o n , t i l l h e h a d lost his 
w h o l e fo r tune . H e w e n t on b l ind ly , s t a k i n g one hac ienda 
a f te r a n o t h e r , a n d p r o p e r t y of al l s o r t s , unt i l the sun , 
w h i c h had r i s e n upon h i m a ricl i a n d p r o s p e r o u s man, 
s e t , l e a v i n g h im a b e g g a r ! . I t is s a i d tha t he bore this 
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e x t r a o r d i n a r y a n d s u d d e n r e v e r s e w i t h the u t m o s t e q u a 
nimity . H e lef t a s o n , w h o m w e h a v e s e e n a t S a n 
A g u s t i n , w h e r e he e a r n s h i s l i ve l ihood a s c r o u p i e r at the 
«••arnblingf-tables. 

29th.—No p a r t i c u l a r o c c u r r e n c e h a s t a k e n p l a c e s ince 
lhe f ô t e ; a v i s i t f r o m the n e w S e c r e t a r y of L e g a t i o n and 
the A t t a c h é , a d i p l o m a t i c d inner a t the m i n i s t e r ' s , 
m u c h g o i n g a n d c o m i n g a n d w r i t i n g o n the s u b j e c t of a 
house in M e x i c o , a c o r r e s p o n d e n c e c o n c e r n i n g the s a l e of 
our f u r n i t u r e , m u l e s , e t c . , e tc . , a g o o d dea l of in te res t 
exc i ted by a bet b e t w e e n t w o E n g l i s h g e n t l e m e n , a s to 
w h e t h e r it w e r e p o s s i b l e for one of t h e m to r ide f rom 
M e x i c o to S a n A n g e l in t w e n t y m i n u t e s , w h i c h feat he 
p e r f o r m e d , s t a r t i n g f r o m the g a l e c a l l e d " E l N i ñ o P e r 
d i d o , " a n d r e a c h i n g the o ld c h u r c h o f S a n A n g e l w i t h i n 
the g i v e n t i m e ; these I t h i n k a r e the m o s t r e m a r k a b l e 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s that h a v e t a k e n p l a c e . W e a re n o w in 
treaty for the f u r n i s h e d a p a r t m e n t s of the d i r e c t o r of the 
C a s a de M o n e d a ( the m i n t ) , a g r e a t b u i l d i n g n e x t the 
pa lace , f r o m w h i c h u p w a r d s of one t h o u s a n d three h u n d r e d 
mil l ions of coi net! g o l d a n d s i l v e r h a v e i s s u e d s i n c e (lie 
b e g i n n i n g of the s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . T h e h o u s e is a p a l a c e 
in ex ten t a n d s o l i d i t y ; a n d the r e s i d e n c e of the d i rec to r 
is v e r y s p a c i o u s a n d h a n d s o m e , b e s i d e s h a v i n g the g r e a t 
a d v a n t a g e of b e i n g f u r n i s h e d . W e e x p e c t to r e t u r n to 
M e x i c o i n a f e w d a y s . 

CASA DF. MONEDA, 6lh July. 

H e r e w e a r e , r e - e s t a b l i s h e d in M e x i c o , for a s h o r t t ime 
a t l eas t , a n d not w i t h o u t diff iculty h a s it been a c c o m 
p l ished . W e left the c o u n t r y w i t h s o m e r e g r e t , a s th is 
is lhe p l e a s a n t e s l : t i m e of the y e a r for b e i n g there , a n d 
e v e r y t h i n g w a s l o o k i n g g r e e n a n d beaut i fu l . W e c a m e 
in , o u r s e l v e s , in n l o a d e d c a r r i a g e , a n d in a d v a n c e , four
teen a s s e s loaded wi th b o x e s , four I n d i a n s w i l h d i l l o , a n d 
t w o e n o r m o u s loaded c a r t s , one d r a w n by four , and 
n n o l h e r by e i g h t m u l e s . W e w e r e a r e g u l a r c a r a v a n , a s 
o u r f r iend the a l c a l d e c a l l e d u s . I m a g i n e the d a y s of 
p a c k i n g a n d u n p a c k i n g c o n s e q u e n t t h e r e u p o n ! . . . 

O n t h e 1st of J u l y , the v i c t o r y g a i n e d by the g o v e r n 
m e n t o v e r the federa l i s t p a r t y w a s ce lebra ted w i t h g r e a t 
éc lat . T h e p r e s i d e n t w a s p r e s e n t e d w i t h a d i a m o n d c r o s s , 
v a l u e d a t s i x t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s , a n d G e n e r a l V a l e n c i a w i t h 
a s p l e n d i d j ewe l -h i l t ed s w o r d of g r e a t v a l u e . " Y e s t e r d a y 
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m o r n i n g , " s a y s the n e w s p a p e r of the d a y , " a genera l 
p e a l i n g of the bel ls a n d the u s u a l s a l u t e s a n n o u n c e d to the 
c a p i t a l that it w a s a d a y of r e w a r d s a n d of u n i v e r s a l joy. 
A t twelve o ' c l o c k , h is E x c e l l e n c y the P r e s i d e n t of lhe 
R e p u b l i c w e n t to the p a l a c e , to fulfil the fo rma l i t y of 
closing" the s e s s i o n s , a n d to rece ive f r o m the h a n d s of the 
P r e s i d e n t of the C h a m b e r of D e p u t i e s , the d i p l o m a and 
c r o s s of h o n o u r m e n t i o n e d in lhe d c r r e e s of lhe s e c o n d of 
M m v h itmJ fitirund ul Mny til ilii:* y u m . A n unim-m.i: 
oml t i tude o c c u p i e d the g a l l e r i e s ; a n d lhe P r e s i d e n t , Don 
J , , M. M a r i a B r a v o , a d d r e s s e d h is E x c e l l e n c y ( ¡enera 1 
I l u s t a m a n t c , in the fo l low ing speech : 

" C i t i z e n G e n e r h l , a n d i l lus t r ious P r e s i d e n t : — N a t i o n s 
neyi j r fo rge t the d i s t i n g u i s h e d s e r v i c e s that are done to 
theni , nor fa i l to r e w a r d those h e r o i c a c t i o n s p e r l o r m e d 
for the c o m m o n g o o d . S o o n e r or la ter they s h o w them
s e l v e s g r a t e f u l , a n d r e w a r d a s they o u g h t their g o o d and 
v a l i a n t s e r v a n t s . T h e M e x i c a n n a t i o n h a s not forgotten 
y o u r s , and i ts c o n g r e s s h a s ever borne in m i n d those wh ich 
y o u p e r f o r m e d for it a t tha t happy per iod w h e n the 
unfor tunate hero of I g u a l a , c a u s i n g the vo i re of lYeedom 
tp r e s o u n d to (lie r c u i o l c s l h inds of the M c x i i :in lei n l o r y , 
gave a terr ible l e s s o n to those w h o w i s h to s u b d u e w e a k 
n a t i o n s , w i t h no other title than that of s t r e n g t h . Y o u 
w e r e one of the f irst and most v a l i a n t c h i e f s , who', placed 
by h i s s ide , a s s i s t e d in th is i m p o r t a n t a n d happy w o r k ; 
y o u it w a s w h o s h o w e d to the t y r a n t in the fields of J u c h i , 
A z t c a p o z a l c o a n d o thers , that the s w o r d of lhe M e x i c a n s 
o n c e u n s h e a t h e d for l iber ty a n d j u s t i c e , l ights wi thout 
s o f t e n i n g or b r e a k i n g ; a n d k n o w s h o w to t r i u m p h over its 
e n e m i e s , e v e n w h e n s u p e r i o r forces o p p o s e i t ; y o u it w a s , 
¡n s h o r t , w h o w i t h in t rep id va lour t-o-oper ; t ted in re-
U.sll lbUshing u l iberty wh ie l i , l o i n Iron) the am trnl r l i i ldren 
of the so i l , w a s c o n v e r t e d by their o p p r e s s o r s into a hard 
/itul s h a m e f u l t y r a n n y , H i s t o r y has a l r e a d y c o n s e c r a t e d 
l ier p a g e s to you : she w i l l r e c o r d to p o s t e r i t y y o u r hero ic 
d e e d s , and c o n g r e s s has a l r e a d y bus ied i tsel f in r e w a r d i n g 
puch i n t e r e s t i n g s e r v i c e s . 

" I f some M e x i c a n s , e r r i n g in their o p i n i o n s , by a fatal i ty 
in th is c o u n t r y , h a v e d i s o w n e d them, m a k i n g a n attempt 
a g a i n s t y o u r p e r s o n a l l iber ty , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the d igni ty 
o f the first m a g i s t r a t e ; t r a m p l i n g upon l a w s a n d o v e r t u r n 
i n g o r d e r ; they h a v e a t l e n g t h been ob l iged to respect 
y o u ; a n d y o u r ' v a l o u r , firmness, ancl d e c i s i o n , h a v e made 
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them p r e s e r v e the c o n s i d e r a t i o n due to an a n c i e n t chief 
of our i r fdependencc , a n d to a f i rst m a g i s t r p t e w h o h a s 
k n o w n h o W to se t an e x a m p l e of s u b o r d i n a t i o n to the l a w s , 
and to g i v e w i t h d ign i ty l e s s o n s of v a l o u r a n d of h o n o u r 
able c o n d u c t . 

'! A d i p l o m a a n d a . c r o s s are the r e w a r d s whic f i the 
s o v e r e i g n • c o n g r e s s h a s decreed for these s e r v i c e s a,nd 
nici ' i ls . D o n<t| rc-jimd ¡n l l in u n r MM; cffucedbU; ilnu'J(<'.tcrs 
in wl i ic l i it is w i i t l e n , nor be d a z z l e d by the b r i l l i a n c y of 
t h e ' o t h e r . S e e in both a proof of y o u r c o u n t r y ' s g r a t i -
Uide, a n d e n g r a v i n g it in . y o u r s o u l , con t inue to g i v e 
test imonies to y o u r c o u n t r y that s h e i s the first ob jec t of 
your c a r e ; that y o u r w a t e h i n g s , f a t i g u e s , and l a b o u r s a re 
dedicated only to p r o c u r e for her those benef i ts w h i c h m a y 
being about the durab le a n d sol id p e a c e that s h e so m u c h 
des i res , a n d for w h i c h y o u w o u l d , if n e c e s s a r y , sacr i f i ce 
yoursel f on her a l t a r s . 

" D o not forget that to -day she s h o w s herse l f g r a t e f u l , 
and that th is i s the d a y decreed by the a u g u s t n a t i o n a l 
r e p i v s e n t a t i v c bodv , lo put: y o u in p o s s e s s i o n of the title 
ami uiMgnii i w h i c h i i i a n i l c s t s her g r a t i l u d u . 1, in the 
name of the c o n g r e s s , c o n g r a t u l a t e y o u on th is fo r tuna te 
rvent , a n d h a v i n g the honour lo fulfil lhe d e s i r e of the 
sovere ign p o w e r , p lace in y o u r h a n d s this d i p l o m a of 
d e s e r v i n g r e w a r d f r o m y o u r c o u n t r y , and g i v e you 
p o s s e s s i o n of th is c r o s s . " 

Mis H x c e l l e n c y h a v i n g rece ived the d i p l o m a a n d c r o s s 
above m e n t i o n e d , w i th h i s na t ive m o d e s t y repl ied t h u s : 

" I n h e a r i n g , by the o r g a n of the a u g u s t na t iona l r e p r e 
sentat ion, the g r e a t e n c o m i u m s w i t h w h i c h it f a v o u r s m e , 
putt ing me a t the s a m e t ime in p o s s e s s i o n of these p r e c i o u s 
g i l l s , my soul o v e r l l o w s w i i h ¡nc I fable p l e a s u r e , a n d i s 
o v e r w h e l m e d w i t h the deepest g r a t i t u d e . M y s a t i s f a c 
tion and m y g l o r y a re i m m e n s e . W h a t cou ld I h a v e 
done, that t ints the g e n e r o u s h a n d of the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of the M e x i c a n people s h o u l d load m e w i t h h o n o u r s ? 
H a v e my t r i f l ing s e r v i c e s been able lo fix the a t tent ion 
of the c o u n t r y , on w h o s e a l t a r s h a v e b e e n s a c r i f i c e d so 
many a n d s u c h U l u s t r i o u s h e r o e s of l i b e r t y ? M y g l o r y 
would h a v e been ye t g r e a t e r , h a d I, l i k e them, d e s c e n d e d 
to the s e p u l c h r e , w h e n the s u n of v i c t o r y b r i g h t e n e d the 
existence of th is s o v e r e i g n a n d independent na t ion , to the 
^lory of the u n i v e r s e . 

" T h e h o n o u r s w h i c h T rece ive to -day a r e c e r t a i n l y g r e a t ; 
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b u t I s h o u l d h a v e p r e f e r r e d t h e m b e f o r e t h e never-
suf f ic ient ly m o u r n e d c a t a s t r o p h e of the i m m o r t a l : Y t u r b i d c , 
L e t u s t h r o w a t h i c k v e i l o v e r s o - i r r e p a r a b l e a l o s s , f t is 
t r u e t h a t , s u r v i v i n g s u c h g r e a t m i s f o r t u n e s , I h a v e been 
e n a b l e d to c o n s e c r a t e m y e x i s t e n c e a n d m y v i g i l a n c e to 
the p e a c e , o r d e r , a n d fe l ic i ty o f t h i s b e l o v e d c o u n t r y . 
B u t h o w dif f icul t is t h e c o n d u c t o f t h o s e w h o g o v e r n in 
the m i d s t of t h e conf l ic t o f c i v i l d i s s e n s i o n s ! I n these, 
m y c o n s c i e n c e h a s c h o s e n , a n d m y r e s o l u t i o n h a s never 
vnc i l l i i t cd b e t w e e n i g n o m i n y a n d h o n o u r . P o I, o n this 
a c c o u n t , d e s e r v e the n a t i o n a l g r a t i t u d e a n d mup i f i cencc 
m a n i f e s t e d by BUCII d i s t i n g u i s h e d r c w ; i r d s ? I r e t u r n fur 
t h e m to the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e n a t i o n m y f rankes t 
grat i tude1; fixing m y m i n d o n l y o n t h e g r a n d e u r and 
b e n e v o l e n c e of the s o v e r e i g n p o w e r w h i c h r e w a r d s me 
in t h e s a c r e d n a m e of the c o u n t r y . I s h a l l p r e s e r v e till 
d e a t h t h e s e p r e c i o u s o b j e c t s w h i c h r e n d e r m y n a m e i l lus
t r i o u s a s a s o l d i e r a n d a s a s u p r e m e m a g i s t r a t e . T h e y 
w i l l s t i m u l a t e m e m o r e a n d m o r e e v e r y d a y to a l l k i n d s of 
s a c r i f i c e s , e v e n to the g i v i n g up m y l i fe s h o u l d it be neces
s a r y ; tha t I m a y not be u n w o r t h y cif the f a v o u r a b l e con
c e p t i o n ' a n d of the r c c o m p c n c e w i t h w h i c h t h e w o r t h y 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of so m a g n a n i m o u s a n a t i o n h a v e to-day 
h o n o u r e d m e . R e c e i v e , g e n t l e m e n , t h i s f r a n k m a n i f e s t a 
t ion of m y s e n t i m e n t s , a n d of m y f e r v e n t v o w s for tlie 
fe l ic i ty of the r e p u b l i c , w i t h the m o s t s i n c e r e p ro tes ta t ions 
of m y e t e r n a l g r a t i t u d e . " 

" T h e l i v e l i e s t e m o t i o n s of s a t i s f a c t i o n " ( I s t i l l quote 
f r o m the D i a r i o ) " f o l l o w e d t h i s e x p r e s s i v e d i s c o u r s e . Joy 
w a s p a i n t e d o n e v e r y c o u n t e n a n c e . T h e f r a n k sa t i s fac 
t ion w h i c h e v e r y o n e felt g a v e to t h i s a c t a solemnity 
w h i c h w o r d s a r e i n c a p a b l e of d e s c r i b i n g . H i s E x c e l l e n c y , 
a c c o m p a n i e d b y the c o r p o r a t i o n s a n d b y a b r i l l i a n t and 
n u m e r o u s c o n c o u r s e , then p a s s e d to the ha l l o f the court-
m a r t i a l , to p u t in p o s s e s s i o n of h i s E x c e l l e n c y General 
D . G a b r i e l V a l e n c i a the s w o r d of h o n o u r w h i c h the 
a u g u s t n a t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n h a d g r a n t e d h i m , for his 
l o y a l a n d v a l i a n t c o n d u c t i n the a f fa i r of J u l y of 18^0. 
H i s E x c e l l e n c y the P r e s i d e n t b e g a n t h i s c e r e m o n y by 
e x p r e s s i n g h is s e n t i m e n t s to h i s E x c e l l e n c y the G e f e da Ui 
p l a n a m a y o r ( h e a d of the s ta f f ) , i n t h e s e t e r m s : 

" C i t i z e n G e n e r a l : — p i n t h i s d a y , the m o s t flattering of 
m y l i fe , i n w h i c h the a u g u s t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the nation 
h a v e j u s t put m e in p o s s e s s i o n of the r e w a r d s granted 
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to m y s m a l l s e r v i c e s , I ful f i l the l a w w h i c h i m p o s e s u p o n 
me the g r a t e f u l t a s k of p resent ing - y o u w i t h the s w o r d o f 
honour, w i t h w h i c h the i r m u n i f i c e n c e h a s a l s o c h o s e n to 
remunera te y o u r s . 

" R e c e i v e it a s the d is t ing -u ished r e w a r d of y o u r l o y a l t y , 
and of t h e v a l o u r w i t h w h i c h y o u f o u g h t a t tha t m e m o r a b l e 
period, f r o m t h e i s t h to t h e 26th of J u l y , defending" w i t h 
bravery the c o n s t i t u t i o n a n d s u p r e m e p o w e r s of t h e 
R e p u b l i c , i c o n g r a t u l a t e m y s e l f w i t h y o u , not d o u b t i n g 
that y o u w i l l a l w a y s e m p l o y the edg-e of th is s t e e l in 
defence of t h e h o n o u r , of the s a c r e d r i g h t s , a n d of t h e 
laws of this c o u n t r y . Y e s , g e n e r a l , of th is b e l o v e d 
c o u n t r y , to w h o m w e o w e a l l k i n d s of s a c r i f i c e s ; y e s , of 
this b e l o v e d m o t h e r , w h o n o w m o r e t h a n e v e r r e c l a i m s 
the f r a t e r n a l u n i o n of a l l h e r c h i l d r e n , to c o n q u e r t h e 
internal a n d e x t e r n a l e n e m i e s w h o o p p o s e h e r fe l ic i ty a n d 
a g g r a n d i z e m e n t , le t us p l e d g e o u r s e l v e s to c o r r e s p o n d 
thank fu l l y to the g e n e r o s i t y w i t h w h i c h the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of the n a t i o n h a v e r e w a r d e d u s , a n d let u s m a r c h u n i t e d 
in the s a m e p a t h w h i c h h o n o u r a n d d u t y t r a c e d o u t for u s , 
in (ha t d a y of h o n o u r a b l e m e m o r y fo r the d e f e n d e r s of t h e 
laws. H t e r n a l p r a i s e to the b r a v e s o l d i e r s a n d c i t i z e n s 
who c o - o p e r a t e d w i t h u s i n t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of o r d e r ! " 

T o w h i c h G e n e r a l V a l e n c i a r e p l i e d : — " T h a t a c o r r e 
spondent r e w a r d s h o u l d f o l l o w an h e r o i c a c t i o n , n o t h i n g 
more n a t u r a l ; b u t to r e m u n e r a t e a s e r v i c e w h i c h d o e s n o t 
go b e y o n d the s p h e r e of o r d i n a r y t h i n g s , s u c h a s m i n e i n 
the a f fa i r of the 15th to t h e 26th of J u l y o f 1840, by s u c h 
a n o b l e d i s t i n c t i o n a s t h e s w o r d of h o n o u r w i t h w h i c h 
your E x c e l l e n c y h a s d e i g n e d to g i r d m e , i n the n a m e o f 
the N a t i o n a l C o n g r e s s , of th is the m a g n a n i m i t y of t h e 
s o v e r e i g n t y i s a l o n e c a p a b l e ; a n d s o it i s tha t I r e m a i n 
ann ih i l a ted by a p r e s e n t w o r t h y of the a g e s of the R o m a n 
S e n a t e a n d R e p u b l i c . W h a t d id I do , y o u r E x c e l l e n c y , 
in t h o s e d a y s , t h a t a n y o n e of m y c o u n t r y m e n w o u l d not 
have done b e t t e r ? N o t h i n g , s i r ; s o t h a t , in r e c e i v i n g 
this s w o r d o f h o n o u r , m y c o n f u s i o n e q u a l s m y d o u b t a s 
to m y p l a c e in the g r a t i t u d e of the c o n g r e s s w h i c h h a s 
g iven it to m e , o f y o u r l í x c e l l e n c y w h o h a s d e i g n e d to 
present it to m e , a n d of m y w o r t h y c o u n t r y m e n w h o 
bestowed it tha t 1 m i g h t w e a r it. 

" I n th is c o n d i t i o n , y o u r E x c e l l e n c y , of c o n t e n t a n d 
} s a t i s f a c t i o n , I c a n s a y no m o r e , b u t t h a t I h o p e y o u r 

E x c e l l e n c y w i l l m a n i f e s t to c o n g r e s s m y e t e r n a l g r a t i t u d e ; 
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that y o u r E x c e l l e n c y w i l l rece ive m y noble a c k n o w l e d g 
m e n t s , a n d m y c o m p a n i o n s the a s s u r a n c e that e v e r y time 
I p u t it o n I s h a l l r e m e m b e r the n a m e s of al l a n d e a c h oí 
t h e m who a c c o m p a n i e d me o n the 15th of J u l y of 1840, 
together w i t h the p l e a s u r e tha t to t h e m I owe s o great : i 
m a r k of r e s p e c t . " 

A m o n g s t lhe ri>nj ;T;ituhilinns ( ¡ i ven ID l l ie president, 
lho l o l l o w i n g " cony n i l u l a l i i n i t i u m hLs K x c d l e n c y Guneral 
V a l e n c i a to h is E x c e l l e n c y the P r e s i d e n t , on h is receiving 
the decora t ion of the c r o s s of h o n o u r f r o m c o n g r e s s , " is 
very r e m a r k a b l e . " G o d s a i d , the f i rst d a y of the creation 
of the w o r l d , w h e n it w a s in a s ta te of c h a o s , ' L e t there 
be l ight , a n d there w a s l i g h t . ' A n d G o d sa i v h is work 
a n d p r o n o u n c e d it g o o d ! W i t h h o w m u c h m o r e reason 
o u g h t the g a r r i s o n of M e x i c o to do so every day in which, 
by a n y a c t i o n , the 15th of J u l y 1840 is ce lebra ted—in 
w h i c h , by their s t r e n g t h a n d h e r o i c v a l o u r , tha t passn^c 
of G e n e s i s w a s pol i t ica l ly repeated i n th is c a p i t a l . Societ \ 
a r o s e in c h a o s . I t s p r e s i d e n t is ta lcen. A u t h o r i t i e s no 
longer e x i s t , a n d those w h o ougl^t to s a v e them art-
conver ted into their o p p r e s s o r s . ' G o d s a i d let there be 
l igh t , a n d there w a s l i g h t ! ' T h e h o n o u r a b l e troops, 
reun i ted i n . the c i t a d e l , in the m i d s t of c h a o s , s a i d 1 Let 
o rder be r e - e s t a b l i s h e d — l e t the s u p r e m e m a g i s t r a t e be set 
at l iber ty , a n d let t h i n g s r e s u m e the i r p roper m a r c h . ' 
O r d e r w a s r e - e s t a b l i s h e d , y o u r E x c e l l e n c y w a s set free, 
a n d the po l i t i ca l body fo l lowed the r e g u l a r p a t h , without 
w h i c h no soc ie ty e x i s t s . S o it is t h a t those w o r t h y troop* 
w h o thus s a i d , thus u n d e r t o o k , a n d t h u s accompl ished , 
n o w a lso r e s e m b l e the C r e a t o r of the w o r l d (hoy también 
se a s e m e m e j a n a l C r i a d o r d e l m u n d o ) in h i s content , when 
sat is f ied w i t h h i s w o r k . 

" T h e c r o s s w h i c h h a s been w o r t h i l y p laced on your 
E x c e l l e n c y ' s b r e a s t th is d a y , ref lects in s u c h , a singular 
m a n n e r upon the h e a r t s of the v a l i a n t m e n of tha t period 
(ref lecta de u n modo fa)i s i n g u l a r s o b r e los c o r a z o n e s di-
los v a l i e n t e s de a q u e l l a época)> tha t the i r s o u l s are ex
p a n d e d in c o n l e m p l a l i n g it , by the h o n o u r w h i c h .results 
to them, f r o m it. 
, " M a y y o u r K x r c l l r n r y be h.ippv one ani l a thousand 
t imes , w i l h s u c h a noble mul wor thy d e c o r a l i o n . E e t your 
E x c e l l e n c y rece ive in it the s i n c e r e c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s of the 
g a r r i s o n of M e x i c o , w h i c h figures in e a c h s tone of thii 
c r o s s , l ike the s t a r s in the , f i r m a m e n t . " 
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" T h i s c e r e m o n y b e i n g c o n c l u d e d , the t w o r e w a r d e d 

genera ls p r e s e n t e d t h e m s e l v e s o n the p r i n c i p a l b a l c o n y of 
the p a l a c e , in f ron t of w h i c h p a s s e d the b r i l l i an t c o l u m n 
of h o n o u r ; a t i ts h e a d m a r c h e d the c o m m a n d a n t - g e n e r a l , 
Don V a l e n t i n C a n a l i z o ; a n d the b r i l l i a n c y , n e a t n e s s , a n d 
e legance , w h i c h a l l the c o r p s of the g a r r i s o n d i s p l a y e d , 
is a h o v r ¿ill pni i .sc. W h e n l lx: regi men I h a d p a s s e d , 
sunipLuous enluL ' ta inment w a s served in one of lhe h a l l s 
of lhe M i n i s t e r of W a r , in w h i c h e l e g a n c e , g o o d l a s l e , 
and p r o p r i e t y , r i va l l ed o n e a n o t h e r ; w h i l e repeated t o a s t s 
showed the m o s t s i n c e r e j o y , u n i t e d w i t h the m o s t 
patr iot ic a n d f ra te rna l s e n t i m e n t s . R a i n h a v i n g b e g u n 
to fal l at a b o u t three in the a f t e r n o o n , the paséo w a s on 
this a c c o u n t not so c r o w d e d a s m i g h t h a v e been e x p e c t e d ; 
never the less , the mi l i ta ry b a n d s w e r e p r e s e n t , a n d at s i x 
in the e v e n i n g the i r E x c e l l e n c i e s G e n e r a l s B u s t a m a n t e 
and V a l e n c i a h a v i n g p r e s e n t e d t h e m s e l v e s there , w e r e 
received w i t h v i v a s and u n i v e r s a l joy . 

" A t n ight the ch ie fs a n d o l l i ce rs of the p l a n a m a y o r 
gave a ball in the co l lege of the M i n e r í a ; a n d the thea t re 
of N e w M e x i c o d e d i c a t e d i ts e n t e r t a i n m e n t to h i s E x c e l 
lency the P r e s i d e n t . N o t h i n g d is tu rbed the joy of t h i s 
d a y ; one s e n t i m e n t a lone of un ion a n d c h e e r f u l n e s s o v e r -
tlowed in the c a p i t a l , p r o v i n g to those i l lus t r ious g e n e r a l s 
the u n a n i m o u s a p p l a u s e w i t h w h i c h M e x i c a n s see the i r 

Í
1 count ry r e w a r d the d i s t i n g u i s h e d s e r v i c e s of the i r c h i l 

dren, w h o a r é so d e s e r v i n g of their love a n d g r a t i t u d e . " 
N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the ineffable joy w h i c h , a c c o r d i n g to 

the D i a r i o , is g e n e r a l l y felt o n th is o c c a s i o n , there a r c 
many w h o doubt the po l icy of this c e l e b r a t i o n , a t a t i m e 

s when the t roops a r c u n p a i d — w h e n the s o l d i e r s , w o u n d e d 
i at the last p r o n w i c h u n i e n t o , a r e r e f u s e d their p e n s i o n s , 
I while the w i d o w s a n d o r p h a n s of o t h e r s a r c v a i n l y s u i n g 
I for a s s i s t a n c e . " A t the b e s t , " s a y t h o s e w h o c a v i l on 
I the s u b j e c t , " i t w a s a c i v i l w a r — a w a r be tween b r o t h e r s 
I „ a s u b j e c t of r e g r e t a n d not of g l o r y — o f s a d n e s s a n d 

not of jub i lee . ' ' A s for G e n e r a l V a l e n c i a ' s c o n g r a t u l a t i o n 
to the p res ident , in w h i c h he c o m p a r e s the " h o n o u r a b l e 
troops " to the S u p r e m e B e i n g , the r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t of 
order in M c x i r o to (he c r e a I ion of (lie w o r l d f rom c h a o s , 
it is ch le l ly i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e . I ' e r h a p s he is c a r r i e d a w a y 
by h i s joy a n d g r a t i t u d e , a n d p e r s o n a l affection for 
B u s t a m a n t e — p e r h a p s he h a s taken a leaf f rom a t r a n s l a 
tion of B o m b a s t e s F u r i o s o . 
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• O n e t h i n g is c e r t a i n : the w h o l e a f fa i r h a d a brilliant 
a p p e a r a n c e ; a n d the h a n d s o m e c a r r i a g e s , l ine horses, 
g a i l y - d r e s s e d officers a n d s o l d i e r s , t o g e t h e r w i t h the mili- ; 
t a ry m u s i c a n d the c r o w d s of people co l l ec ted , produced j; 
im i m p o s i n g effect. 
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I ta l ian Opera—Art ists, Male and l /emale—Prima Donna—Lucia dt 
Lammermoor—Some Disappointment—Second Representation— 
Imimivemcnl---Komeo ami Ohi l i r l la— - I . a R i re i - L a St'ñora Ccsaii 
—The M in t— ra ise (Joining—Keju.t i l ion oí Lmia—I ' lo iess i tm by 
Niglit—A Spanish Beauty—Oiscr iminal inp Audience—A litt le Too 
S i m p l e . - — (¡oíd Lnibi'uldery — Santiago— I ' i lgnnis — Old Indiun 
Custom —• Soirt-e — Mexiro by Moonl ight Myslurions Figure — 
—Archbishop—Viceroy. 

i3 t l i July, 

WE l ittle e x p e c t e d to be s t i l l here a t the o p e n i n g of the 
n e w I t a l i a n o p e r a , a n d h a d c o n s e q u e n t l y g i v e n up our 
box. S e ñ o r R o c a , w h o w e n t to I t a i y to b r i n g out the 
r e q u i s i t e s , h a s a r r i v e d a t the end of a w o n d e r f u l l y short 
p e r i o d , w i t h the s i n g e r s , m a l e a n d f e m a l e , the n e w dresses, 
d e c o r a t i o n s , e tc . ; nod the first o p e r a , L u c i a d c L a m m e r 
m o o r , w a s g i v e n las t wce lc . T h e thea t re is the farmer 
T e a t r o dos G a l l o s , an o c l a g o n a l c i r c u s , w h i c h h a s been 
fitted up a s e legant ly a s c i r c u m s t a n c e s w o u l d p e r m i t , and 
a s the t r a n s i t i o n f rom the c r o w i n g of c o c k s to the soft 
notes of G i u l i e t t a rendered n e c e s s a r y . T h e p r i m a domui 
a s s o l u t a is the S i g n o r a A n a i d e C a s t e l l a n de G iampie t ro , j 
b o r n in P a r i s , b r e d in M i l a n . . T h e p r i m a d o n n a soprano 
is t h e . S i g n o r a do R i c c i ; a n d the s e c o n d d o n n a is called 
Hrunz i i i i l i . T h e li i id l ennr m Similor (J¡ ¡unpir l i (> , lnisb;iml 
to the p r i m a d o n n a ; a n d the s e c o n d tenor is the Signor 
A lber t i B o z c l t i . T h e first b a s s i s S i g n o r T o m a s s i , and 
the buffo b a s s S i g n o r S p o n t i n i . T h e y h a v e been so much 
p r o n é , a n d p u b l i c e x p e c t a t i o n h a s b e e n so m u c h excited, 
that we s u p p o s e d it p r o b a b l e that the first e v e n i n g at least 
w o u l d be a fa i lure to a c e r t a i n e x t e n t . . B e s i d e s , the 
M e x i c a n a u d i e n c e , if not v e r y e x p e r i e n c e d , is decidedly 
m u s i c a l ¡ a n d they h a v e a l r e a d y h a d a pret ty g o o d opera 
here , h a v e h e a r d M a d a m e A l b i n i , l a C e s a r i , G a r c i a (the 
f a the r of M a l i b r a n ) a n d the bettx t e s t e s of G a l l i ; therefore 
c a n c o m p a r e . 

T h e first e v e n i n g , the C a s t e l l a n m a d e her appearance 
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as L u c i a . S h e is about t w e n t y ; s l i g h t a n d f a i r , w i t h b l a c k 
hair , g r a c e f u l , a n d w i th a v e r y , s w e e t , c l e a r , i ind p u r e 
young v o i c e , a l s o v e r y c o r r e c t . T h e tenor r e s t s uppn h i s 
w i fe 's l a u r e l s . H e looks w e l l , but l i t t le inore c a n be s a i d 
in h is p r a i s e . T o m a s s i h a s s o m e g o o d n o t e s , qnd a , fine 
lif i i ifr. O f (in- (ilhc.iM w h o tmnt f I ha t e v e n i n g there is 
little to he s a i d . T h e theatre is e x t i e n i e l y well g o t u p , 
tiie d r e s s e s a re n e w a n d r i c h , a n d the d e c o r a t i o n s a n d 
scenery r e m a r l i a b l y g o o d . T h e publ ic , , h o w e v e r , w e r e 
d isappoin ted . T h e y h a d p r e p a r e d for w o n d e r s , a n d w e r e 
not sat is f ied wi t i i a fair p e r f o r m a n c e . T h e a p p l a u s e s w e r e 
few a n d f ar bel w e e n . T h e C a s t e l l a n w a s not c a l l e d f o r , 
and the f o l l o w i n g day a c e r t a i n d e g r e e of d i s c o n t e n t 
pervaded the a r i s t o c r a c y of the c a p i t a l . 

A t the s e c o n d r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of the s a m e o p e r a t h i n g s 
m e n d e d . T h e v o i c e of L a C a s t e l l a n w a s a p p r e c i a t e d . 
A p p l a u s e s w e r e loud a n d l o n g , a n d at the e n d of the, 
opera she a n d the d i rec tor w e r e c a l l e d fo r and r e c e i v e d 
with e n t h u s i a s m . S h e s e e m s l i ke ly to b e c o m e a f a v o u r i t e . 

L a s t e v e n i n g w e h a d R o m e o . a n d Giv i l ie t fa , in , w h i c h 
L a R i c c i a n d L a C e s a r i m a d e the i r a p p e a r a n c e , the f o r m e r 
as G i u l i e t t a , the lat ter a s R o m e o . . T h e R i c c i i s a t h i n 
y o u n g w o m a n , w i t h a l o n g , pa le f a c e , b l a c k , e y e s a n d 

'•I ha i r , l ong n e c k a n d a r m s , a n d l a r g e h a n d s ; e x t r e m e l y 
pret ty , it i s s a i d , off the s t a g e , but ve ry inef fect ive on i t ; 
but both o n a n d off w i t h a v e r y d i s t i n g u i s h e d a i r . f- Ier 
voice is e x t e n s i v e , but w a n t i n g c u l t i v a t i o n , a n d dec ided ly 
pea-hennish; b e s i d e s t h a t , s h e i s a p t to g o out of t u n e . 
H e r s ty le of d r e s s w a s e x c e s s i v e l y u n b e c o m i n g to h e r 
style of b e a u t y . S h e w o r e a t igh t w h i t e g o w n , a t i g h t 
blue s a t i n - p e a k e d body , w i t h l o n g t i g h t b lue ^ leeves . 
T h e publ ic w m e i n d u l g e n t , but it w ç s ev ident , thftt , . they 
were d i s a p p o i n t e d . 

L a C e s a r i , h i g h l y m a r r i e d , a n d w h o for t h e . l a s t t h r e e 
y e a r s h a s not a p p e a r e d u p o n the s t a g e , c a m e out a s 
R o m e o , w i t h t u n i c and m a n t l e , w h i t e s i l k s t o c k i n g s , h a t , 
and f e a t h e r s , e tc . S h e w a s v e r y m u c h f r i g h t e n e d a n d i l l 
at e a s e , a n d it r e q u i r e d a l l the a p p l a u s e w i th w h i c h , t f i é 
publ ic g r e e t e d the ent rée of their f o r m e r f a v o u r i t e to 
restore h e r to s e l f - p o s s e s s i o n . S h e l o o k e d r e m a r k a t i l y 
w e l l — t a i l , h a n d s o m e , beautiCul ly f o r m e d , r a t h e r ¡palé , 
with fine d a r k e y e s , d a r k h a b v ^ n d m o u s t a c h e s . H e r 
a c t i n g w a s g r e a t l y s u p e r i o r , a s m u c b . ç o a s w a s h e r b e a u t y 
to a n y of the o thers . S h e h a s m o r e k n o w l e d g e of the 
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theatre^ m o r e s c i e n c e , tns te , a n d e n e r g y , t h a n any ui 
t h e m ; but her vo ice , a soft c o n t r a l t o , is out of use and 

' feeble. T h e theat re , b e s i d e s , is i l l - c o n s t r u c t e d for the 
^ o i c e , 1 and m u s t h a v e a b a d effect u p o n the f u l n e s s and 
: tone . O n the w h o l e , it seems doubt fu l w h e t h e r the opcm 
wi l l endure long". W e r e w e g o i n ^ to r e m a i n here, 1 
s h o u l d t r u s t that it m i g h t be s u p p o r t e d , for , w i t h all ÍI--

' f a u l t s a n d ' d r a w b a c k s , ll is d e r i d r d l y l h e bes t publh 
exh ib i t ion in M e x i c o . The coit{> d ' a it w a s exceed in^ 'h 
p re t ty , a s a l l the b o x e s w e r e c r o w d e d , a n d lhe lad ies were 
in fu l l d r e s s . 

J u l y 20th.—As w e a rc l i v i n g in the m i n t , the director* 
h a v e ca l led on u s ; a n d this m o r n i n g they came to invite 
us to d e s c e n d into the l o w e r r e g i o n s to see the silver 
coineci . W e w e n t all o v e r th is i m m e n s e e s t a b l i s h m e n t , ;i 
fine p ic tu re of d e c a y e d m a g n i f i c e n c e , bui l t about one 
h u n d r e d a n d ten y e a r s a g o by the S p a n i a r d s . D i r ty , 

' i l l -kept , the m a c h i n e r y r u d e , the w o r k m e n d i s c o n t e n t e d ; 
its fine v a u l t e d roofs , that look l i k e the in ter ior of a 
c n l h e d n i l , t o ^ e l l u T w i th llml ^ n i n d i n x r . Mylr w h i c h dis-
t ingruished the b u i l d i n g s of the S p a n i a r d s in M e x i c o , form 
a s t r o n g c o n t r a s t wi th the o c c u p a n t s . 
' W e s a w the s i l ve r b a r s s t r e t c h e d out , the do l l a rs LIH 
a n d w h i t e n e d a n d s t a m p e d ; a n d in one p l ace w e s a w the 
•mach ines for c o i n i n g f a l s e money , w h i c h h a v e been col
lected In s u c h n u m b e r s that there is h a r d l y room for them ! 
W e " Saw t h e p lace w h e r e the s i l v e r a n d go ld is tested; 
and the r oom w i t h the m e d a l s , a m o n g s t w h i c h a rc some 
a n c i e n t R o m a n , P e r s i a n , a n d E n g l i s h , but especial ly 
S p a n i s h , a n d m a n y of the t ime of C h a r l e s I I I . ; w h e n we 
w é r é ' l o o k i n g a t w h i c h , an old g e n t l e m a n e x c l a i m e d , 
" W o u l d - t o H e a v e n those d a y s w o u l d r e t u r n ! " withoul 
doubt thp g e n e r a l fee l ing . T h i s old m a n h a d been forty-
f o u r y e a r s in the C a s a de M o n e d a , a n d h a d l i v e d under 
severã í v i c e r o y s . H e c o u l d r e m e m b e r , w h e n a boy , hcinj.' 
sen t w i t h a c o m m i s s i o n to the V i c e r o y R c v i l l a g i g e d o , and 
b e i n g ' v e r y m u c h f r i g h t e n e d , but s o o n r e a s s u r e d by the 
k i n d recept ion of tin- r c p i c s n i l a t m * of m a j e s t y , I J c spoke 
of, the n o u r i s h i n g condi t ion oí the m i n t in tlio.se (lays, 
w h i c h co ined ' t w e n t y - s e v e n mi l l i ons a n n u a l l y , a n d w a s a 
r o y a l house . H e s a i d that the v i c e r o y s used to praise 
t h e m a n d t h a n k them for their e x e r t i o n s ; that the house 
w a s then kept in the m o s t perfect o r d e r , the pr incipal 
officers w e a r i n g a u n i f o r m , e tc . 
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H e r e u p o n a n o t h e r o ld g e n t l e m a n took up the theme¿ 

and i m p r o v e d upon i t ; a n d told u s , t h a t , o n one o c c a s i o n , 
tliey h a d o n e mi l l ion three h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s ' 
worth of g o l d in the h o u s e ; a n d d e s c r i b e d the v i s i t of the 
v ice-queen Y t u r r i g - u a r y , w h o c a m e to see i t , a n d s a t d o w n 
and looked r o u n d her in a m a z e m e n t a t the quant i t y of gfold 
she s a w a c c u m u l a t e d . T h i s old g e n t l e m a n h a d b e e n 
thirty yc i i rs in the min t , a n d s e e m e d a s t h o u g h he h a d 
never been a n y w h e r e e l s e ; a s if he w e r e p a r t a n d p a r c e l 
in it , a n d h a d been c o i n e d , a n d bea t o u t , a n d c l i p p e d 
there. 

Hear ing- h i m , ano ther fat m a n , r a t h e r ü n c l i p t - l o o k i n g 
than o t h e r w i s e , b e g a n to b e w a i l the s t a t e of the t i m e s , t i l l 
it w a s a c h o r u s u n i v e r s a l , w h e r e a l l s a n g in one k e y . 
One h a d a v e r y l a r g e , u n d e r h a n g i n g l ip , w i t h .a k i n d of 
t r . ig i -coni ic c o u n t e n a n c e , a n d w a s c o n s t a n t l y makings 
lugubr ious p u n s . A n o t h e r , w h o s e e m e d b r e d to the m i n t , 
( though by h i s a c c o u n t the m in t w a s not b read to h i m , ) 
was i n s a t i a b l y c u r i o u s , a s a m a n born in a m in t m i g h t be. 
W v p a s s e d ;il)(nil l l n c c h o u r s in a m i x lu re of a d m i r a t i o n 
of the pas t a n d s o r r o w for the p r e s e n t , a n d w e r e r e c o n 
ducted to o u r domic i le by the poor e m p l o y é s , w h o s e e m e d 
to t h i n k tha t a S p a n i s h m i n i s t e r w a s the nex t b e s t to a 
S p a n i s h v i c e r o y , o r of anyth ing- t h e y ' h a d seen for s o m e 
time. 

" T h e Past is n o t h i n g ; and at last, 
The Future wi l l b.ut be the I 'ast ," . 

s a y s L o r d B y r o n . H e r e the p a s t is e v e r y t h i n g ; a n d the 
future ? — A n s w e r it w h o c a n . 

W e were a s s u r e d , w h i l e w o n d e r i n g at the ' n u m b e r o f 
m a c h i n e s fo r fa lse c o i n i n g w h i c h h a d been c o l l e c t e d , t h a t 
there a r c t w i c e tha t n u m b e r n o w in ful l force in M e x i c o ; 
but that they be long to s u c h d i s t i n g u i s h e d p e r s o n a g e s , 
the g o v e r n m e n t i s a f r a i d to in ter fere w i t h t h e m . B e s i d e s 
this, therç i s n o w no sul í ic ient p u n i s h m e n t for t h i s c r i m e , 
a c a p i t a l offence in the d a y s , of the S p a n i s h g o v e r n m e n t . 
A l a d y here is s a i d to have e x c l a i m e d w i t h m u c h s i m -
plieily on b e a i i n g hr.r h u s b a n d a c c u s e d of fa lse c o i n i n g , 
" I rea l ly w o n d e r w h y they m a k e so m u c h noise about it . 
It s e e m s to me that m y h u s b a n d ' s c o p p e r is a s £"ood a s 
any o t h e r ! " 

24th.—TWC w e n t last e v e n i n g to the o p e r a , w h i c h w a s 
a repet i t ion of L u c i a , a s it a p p e a r s they c a n n o t v e n t u r e , 
in tin1 face of pub l ic d i s a p p r o b a t i o n , to repeat R o m e o a n d 
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G i u l i e t t a a t , p r e s e n t . AH w e w e r e p a s s i n g t h r o u g h the 
s q u a r e , the c a r r i a g e s u d d e n l y d r e w u p , the c o a c h m a n and 
f o o t m a n . u n c o v e r e d the i r h e a d s , a n d a n i m m e n s e proces
s i o n ; c a m e p a s s i n g " along" the c a t h e d r a ] , w i t h l i g h t s and 
m i l i t a r y m u s i c . T h e r e w e r e off icers i n fu l l u n i f o r m , with 
t h e i r h e a d s u n c o v e r e d , a l o n g file o f m o n k s a n d pr ies ts , 
a n d a c a r r i a g e c a r r y i n g the h o s t , s u r r o u n d e d by h u n d r e d s 
of people o n foot , ni l b e a r i n g l i g h t e d t o r c h e s . A band 
of m i l i t a r y niufi ie m x o m p u n i i i d lhe p r o c e s s i o n , a l l wh ich 
a s t p p i s h e d u s , a s i t w a s no f ê t e - d a y . W h e n , a t l eng th , 
b e i n g ab le to p; iss ;dongt w e a r r i v f d ;il l he o p e r a , we 
Were i n f o r m e d t h a t they w e r e c a r r y i n g the v i a i i c u m to u 
r i c h a c q u a i n t a n c e of o u r s , a g e n e r a l , w h o h a s b e e n ind is 
p o s e d for s o m e t i m e , a n d w h o s e i l l n e s s h a s n o w exh ib i ted 
f a t a l s y m p t o m s . :; 
r, F o r h i m , , t h e n , t h e s e g r e a t c a t h e d r a l be l l s a r e tol l ing 

h e a v i l y ; for h i m , the t o r c h e s a n d t h e p o m p o u s p r o c e s s i o n 
T - t h e s a n d a l l e d m o n k s , a n d t h e off icers i n m i l i t a r y a r r a y ; 
w h i l e t w o b a n d s of m u s i c a r e p l a y i n g a t h is d o o r and 
a n o t h e r in f r o n t of the c a t h e d r i d , a n d in the m i d s t of these 
s o u n d s of m o n k i s h h y m n a n d n t i l i l m y tmu>icf l lu : soul is 
p r e p a r i n g to w i n g i ts flight a lone a n d u n a t t e n d e d . 

l i u t the s w e e t tlotea of L u c i a d r o w n nil o i l ie r f r o m our 
e a r s , if n o t f r o m o u r t h o u g h t s . I n a h o u s e n p t many 
h u n d r e d y a r d s off, they m i n i s t e r t h e h o s t to t h e dy ing 
m a n , w h i l e h e r e , L a C a s t e l l a n , w i t h h e r p re t ty F r e n c h 
g r a c e s a n d I t a l i a n s i n g i n g , i s d r a w i n g t e a r s f r o m our 
e y e s for f ic t i t ious s o r r o w s . 

T h e t h e a t r e w a s p r e t t y w e l l f i l led, t h o u g h t h e r e were 
s o m e e m p t y b o x e s , s i g h t s m o r e h i d e o u s in the e y e s of 
a c l p r s , t h a n t o o t h l e s s m o u t h s . W e s a t w i t h M a d a m e la 
f i^ l 'Onne do a n d n e a r l y o p p u s i l o w a s M m h i m e , 
r e l a t e d to t h e 11 P r i n c i p p (,1c l a P a z , " a h a n d s o m e w o m a n , 
w i t h a fine1 B o h e m i a n c a s t , of f a c e , d a r k in c o m p l e x i o n , 
w i t h g l i t t e r i n g tee th , b r i l l i a n t e y e s , a n d d a r k h a i r . L ; i 
C a s t e l l a n s a n g v e r y w e l l , w i t h m u c h c l e a r n e s s , p r e c i s i o n , 
a n d f a c i l i t y . S h e is c e r t a i n l y g r a c e f u l a n d p r e t t y , but, 
e x c e p t i n " her m e t h o d , m o r e F r e n c h t h a n I t a l i a n . H e r 
s t y l e s u i t s L u c i a , b u t I d o u b t h e r , h a v i n g V a i r nob le suf
ficient for a N o r m a òr a S e n i i r a m i s . T h e b a s s i m p r o v e s 
u p o n a c q u a i n t a n c e , but the h a n d s o m e t e n o r i s nought . 
T h e a u d j e p e e s e e m e d to m e hotj i i n d u l g e n t a n d d is -
c n m i n à t j n ^ . . T h e y , a p p l a u d e d the p r e t t y p r i m a donna 
c o n f u r o r ; t h e y p r a i s e d the b a s s w h e n he d e s e r v e d it , the 
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tenor w h e n it w a s , p o s s i b l e ; but w h e r e he s a n g f a l s e , 
nothing" c o u l d e x t o r t f r o m them a s o l i t a r y v i v a . T h i s 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n m a k e s , t h e i r a p p l a u s e w o r t h h a v i n g - , a n d 
p r o c e e d s l e s s f r o m e x p e r i e n c e or c u l t i v a t i o n , t h a n f r o m a 
m u s i c a l i n s t i n c t . 

I n a v i s i t w e m a d e th is morning", w e w e r e s h o w n a 
p iece of e m b r o i d e r y , w h i c h , f r o m i ts s p l e n d o u r a n d g o o d 
t a s t e , is w o r t h y of o b s e r v a t i o n , t h o u g h b y no m e a n s 
u n c o m m o n h e r e . VVc w e n t to c a l l o n the wi fe of a j u d g e , 
who s h o w e d us a l l t h r o u g h the i r b e a u t i f u l h o u s e , w h i c h 
l o o k s out o n t h e A l a m e d a . I n o n e of the r o o m s , the i r 
d a u g h t e r w a s e n g a g e d on a p iece of e m b r o i d e r y fo r the 
a l t a r of t h e c h a p e l . T h e g r o u n d w a s the v e r y r i c h e s t 
and t h i c k e s t w h i t e s a t i n ; t h e d e s i g n w a s a . g a r l a n d of 
v i n e - l e a v e s , w i t h h u n c h e s o f g r a p e s . T h e v i n e - l e a v e s 
w e r e b e a u t i f u l l y e m b r o i d e r e d in fine g o l d , a n d t h e g r a p e s 
w e r e c o m p o s e d of a m e t h y s t s . , I c a n c o n c e i v e n o t h i n g 
r i c h e r a n d m o r e t a s t e f u l t h a n the g e n e r a l ef fect . T h e 
go ld e m b r o i d e r y done i n M e x i c o i s g e n e r a l l y v e r y b e a u 
t i fu l , a n d t h e r e a r e m a n y l a d i e s w h o e m b r o i d e r in g r e a t 
per fec t ion . T h e r e is a n a m a z i n g c | U i m t i f y of it u s e d in 
the c h u r c h e s , a n d in m i l i t a r y u n i f o r m s . 1 h a v e a l s o s e e n 
beaut i fu l g o l d - e m b r o i d e r e d b a l l - d r e s s e s , b u t they a r c 
n e a r l y out of f a s h i o n . . . . W e h e a r th a t G e n e r a l , 
t h o u g h s t i l l i l l , is l i k e l y to r e c o v e r . 

25 th .—This b e i n g the d a y of S a n t i a g o , the p a t r o n s a i n t 
of S p a i n , C n w a s i n v i t e d by t h e p a d r e s to S a n F r a n 
c i s c o to a t t e n d m a s s i n the c h u r c h t h e r e . W e w e r e s h o w n 
to t h e t r i b u n a ( g a l l e r y ) of the C o u n t e s s de S a n t i a g o , 
w h e r e they g a v e u s c h a i r s , a n d p u t d o w n a p i e c e of 
c a r p e t . C — n a n d the r e s t of the l e g a t i o n w e r e in the 
budy o f I h c c h u r c h , in v e l v e t c h a i r s , w i t h l i g h t e d t a p e r s 
in t h e i r h a n d s . 'J"he s a i n t w a s c a r r i e d in p r o c e s s i o n , g o i n g 
out b y the p r i n c i p a l d o o r , m a k i n g a t o u r of the s t r e e t s , 
and r e t u r n i n g by a s ide door . T h e m u s i c w a s p r e t t y g o o d , 
e s p e c i a l l y one s o p r a n o v o i c e . T w e l v e l i t t le b o y s w e r e 
p laced o n c r i m s o n v e l v e t b e n c h e s , on e i t h e r s i d e of the 
a l ta r , r e p r e s e n t i n g p i l g r i m s of G a l i c i a (of w h i c h S a n t i a g o 
is the c a p i t a l ) , h a n d s o m e l i t t le f e l l o w s , b e l o n g i n g to 
r e s p e c t a b l e f a m i l i e s , d r e s s e d in r o b e s of d a r k g r e e n or 
c r i m s o n , o r , v i o l e t - c o l o u r e d v e l v e t , w i t h f a l l i n g l a c e 
c o l l a r s , a n d the n e c k o r n a m e n t e d w i t h g o l d a n d s i l v e r 
s h e l l s ; a l a r g e p i l g r i m ' s h a t f a s t e n e d o n b e h i n d , a n d 
h a n g i n g d o w n , a n d in the i r h a n d s s ta f fs w i t h g o l d b e l l s . 
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T h e y were beautiful children, and all behaved with be
coming- gravity and decorum during the ceremony, walking 
with much dignity in the procession. 

After the j u n c i ó n , we went out to Santiago, an old 
church near Mexico, where the Indians annually come in 
procession on this day, and sell their frutt, flowers, pulque, 
etc. Al l the waste ground near the church was covered 
with green booths, and there was a great crowd oí 
carriages and horsemen, and people on foot. The troops 
were drawn out, escorting the procession to the church. 
B u t though the scene was (unions, ;is the remnant of an 
old-eslablislicd ceremony, and the Indians, with tlirir 
booths and flowers, and great show of fruit, were all very 
picturesque, the sun was so intense, that after walking 
about a little while, and buying tunas and nuts and 
peaches, we returned home, together with the Güera 
Rodriguez, who was in the carriage with us, and giving 
us a lively description of what this fôte used to be in 
former days. H a d a visit the same morning from the 
S e ñ o r a M , whom I think cvqn handsomer by day
light, than she nnprarcd to br nl lhe opera; nol always 
the case with daru beauties. 

26th .—Another representation of V a c c a j ' s Romeo ami 
Giulietta, with the second appearance of L a R i c c i . Music 
and Ricc i seem considered a failure. T h e S e ñ o r a Cesari 
made the handsomest of Romeos, as usual, but was ill, 
and out of spirits. T h e opera as a whole was coldly 
received; the boxes and pit were nearly empty, and \.\\ 
Ricc i seems unlikely to gain any favour with the public, 
though it must be confessed that she looked better, was 
more becomingly dressed, and both sang and acted better 
than the preceding night. Yesterday we went to a soiréc 
at the minister's. Madame Caste l lan and her tenor 
were there, and had come from a dinner given by a rich 
curate to the whole corps o p é r a t i q u e , from the prima 
donna down to the j oueu r d u -fagote, and even to the 
tailor who makes the opera dresses, and his wife. This 
rich padre, it is said, spends a great part of his fortune 
in entertaining actors and sipgers. L a Castel lan (per
mission to that effect having been obtained from the 
manager, for it is against their agreement to perform in 
private houses) sang several airs to the piano, with much | 
expression, especially from h 'obcrt la D i a b l o ; and Nina % 
Pazza per A m o r e ; but I prefer her voice in the theatre. !Í 
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She is not at a l l beautiful, but has a charming face with 

• a very musical expression. 
W e returned home by moonlight, the most ñ a t t e r i n g 

medium through which Mexico can be v iewed; with its 
broad and silent streets, and splendid old buildings, 
whose decay and abandonment are softened by the silvery 
light; its ancient churches, from which the notes of the 
organ occasionally come pealing forth, mingled with faint 
blasts of music borne on lhe night wind from some distant 
procession ; or with the soft music of a hymn from some 
neighbouring convent. T h e while-robed monk—-the veiled 
female- even lhe ragged beggar, add to the picture; by 
daylight his rags are too visible. Frequently , as the 
carriages roll along to the opera, or as, at a late hour, 
they return from it, they arc suddenly stopped by the 
appearance of the mysterious coach, with its piebald 
mules, and the l i y e surrounded by rays of l ight on its 
panels; a melancholy apparition, for it has come frorrj the 
house of mourning, probably from the bed of death. 
Then , by the moonlight, the kneeling figures on the 
pave 11 un I s c e i i K ' d . i s if c ; i r v r d in stum:. T h e cily of 
Mexico by moonlight-—the environs of Mexico at day
break—these arc the hours for viewing both to advantage, 
and for making us feel how 

"All but lite spirit of man is divine." 

in front of our house, I should say of the M i n t , is the 
archbishop's palace, and in front of this palace an object 
which has greatly excited our curiosity. I t is an old man, 
who, whether as a penance, or from some motive which 
we do not know, kneels, wrapt in his scrape,' beside the 
wall of the Arzob i spado from sunset till midnight, or 
later—for we have frequently gone out at nine in the 
evening, and left him kneeling there; and on our return 

i at one in the morning have found him in the same 
position. H e asks no alms, but kneels there silent and 
motionless, hour after hour, as if in the performance of 
some vow. . . . . 

W e made a cal l this evening on the archbishop in his 
own palace, an enormously large bui ld ing; a sort of 
street, like this C a s a de Moneda. H e received us very 

fj cordially, and looked very comfortable without his robes 
of s ln le , in a line cloth dressing-gown, lined with violet-
coloured silk. 
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August i s t . — W e had a visit last evening- from one oi 

the directors of the mint, a-curious and most original 
genius, a Mexican, who has served nearly thirty years 
in that'and other capacities, and who, after speaking of 
the different viceroys lie had seen, proceeded to give us 
various anecdotes of the Viceroy Reviliagigedo, the most 
honoured for his justice, renowned for his energy, and 
feared for his severity, of the whole dynasty. O u r friend 
was moved to enthusiasm by the sight of an old-fnshionetl 
but very Intndsome musical clock, which stands on a 
tabic in the drawing-room, and which he says was brought 
over by this viceroy, and was no doubt considered a 
miracle of art in those days. 

Some of the anecdotes he told us are already generally 
known here, but his manner of telling them was very 
interesting, and be added various particulars which we 
had not heard before. Besides, the stories themselves 
seem to me so curious and characteristic, that however 
much they lose by being tamely written instead of drama' 
t ized as they are by him, I am tempted to give you one 
or two specimens. But my letter is getting beyond all 
ordinary limits, and your curiosity wil l no doubt keep 
cool till the arrival of another packet. 

L K T T E R T I I K F O R T Y - T H I R D 

Reviliagigedo—The Talse Merchant and the Lady—The Viceroy, the 
Unjust Spaniard, the Indian, and the Golden Ounces—Horrible 
Murder—Details—Oath—Country Family—The Spot of Blood— 
The Mother unknowingly denounces her Son—Arrest of the Three 
—Confession—Execution—The Viceroy fulfils his Pledge—Paving 
of the Streets—Severity to the Monks—Solitary Damsel—Box on 
[he l í í ir—Pension—Morning Concert—New Minister—"Street of 
the Sad Indian"—Traditions—A Farewell Audience—Inscription 
on a Tomb. 

August 3rd. 

A LADY of fortune, owing to some combination of circum
stances, found herself in difficulties, and in immediate 
want of a small sum of money. D o n • being her 
compadre, and a respectable merchant, she went to him 
to state her necessities, and offered him a case of valuable 
jewels as security for repayment, provided he would 
advance her eight hundred dollars, tie agreed, and the 
bargain was concluded without any written document, the 
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lady depositing* her jewels and receiving the sum. At the 
end of a few months, her temporary difficulties being-
ended, she went to her compadre 's house to repay the 
money, and receive back her jewels. T h e man-readi ly 
received the money, but declared1 to his astonished 
comadre, that as to the jewels, he had never heard of 
them, and that no such transaction had taken place. T h e 
Señon i , indignant at the merchant's treachery, instantly 
repaired to the palace of the vice-king hoping for justice-
from this Western Solomon, thougdi unable to conceive 
how it could be obtained. She was instantly received by 
Revillagigedo, who listened attentively to her account of 
the circumstances. " M a d you no wi tnesses?" said the 
count. "None," replied she. " D i d no servant pass in 
or out during- the t ransac t ion?" " N o one." T h e vice
roy reflected a moment. "Does your compadre smoke? " 
" No, s ir ," said the lady, astonished at this irrelevant 
question, and perhaps the more so, as the count's aversion 
to smoking was so well known, that none of his smoking-
subjects ventured to approach him without having- taken 
every precaution to deaden any odour of the fragrant weed 
which mig-ht lurk about their clothes or person. "Does 
he take snuff? " said the viceroy. " Y e s , your E x c e l 
lency," said his visitor, who probably feared that for once 
his Excel lency's wits were wool-g-athering. " T h a t is 
sufficient," said the viceroy; "retire into the adjoining 
chamber and keep q u i e t — y o u r jewels shall be restored." 
His Excellency then despatched a messenger for the 
merchant, who immediately presented himself. 

" I have sent for you," said the viceroy, "that we may 
talk over some matters in which your mercantile know
ledge may be of use to the state." T h e merchant was 
overwhelmed with gratitude and joy; while the viceroy 
entered into conversation with him upon various affairs 
connected with his profession. Suddenly the viceroy put 
his hand first in one pocket, then in the other, with the 
air of a man who has mislaid something. " A h I " said 
he, "my snuff-box. E x c u s e me for a moment while I 
go to fetch it from the next room." " S i r ! " said the 
merchant, "permit me to have the honour of offering my 
box to your Excel lency." H i s Excel lency received it 
as if mechanically, holding it in his hand and talking, 
till pretexting some business, he went out, and cal l ing 
an ofiieer, desired him to tidec that enuff-box to the 
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merchant's house, asking his wife as from him, by that 
token, to deliver to the bearer a case of jewels which lu 
had there. The viceroy returned to the apartment whciu 
he had left, his flattered guest, and remained in conversa
tion with him until the officer returned, and rcqueslin^ 
pr íva le speech of the viceroy, delivered to him ;i jewel-
case which he had received from the merchant's wife. 

Revillag"igedo then returned to his fair complainant, 
and under prç tence o f showing; her some rooms in t in 
palace, led her info one, where amongst many objects ul 
value, the jewel-case stood open. No sooner had she cast 
her eyes upon ¡ t (han she started forward in joy and 
amazement. The viceroy requested her to wait there a 
little longer, and, returned t o his other guest. " Now," 
said he, "before going; further, I wish to hear the truth 
concerning; another affair in which you are interested. 
A r c you acquainled with the Señora do ? " "Inl i -
mately, sir—she is my comadre . " " Did you lend IK r 
eight hundred dollars, at such a d a t e ? " "1 did." "Did 
she give you a case of jewels in pledge? " "Never," said 
the merchant, vehementjv. " T h e money w.i-. Icnl without 
any. seem ily J meiely us au act, ot lriemlship, ami sltt: luib 
invented a story concerning some jewels, which has not 
the slightest foundation.M In vjiin the viceroy begged him 
to reflect, and not, by adding falsehood to treachery, force 
him to fake mensures o í severity. T h e merchant with 
oaths persisted in his denial. The viceroy left the room 
suddenly, and returned with the jewel-case in his hand; at 
which unex peeled apparition, ihç a M o n i shed merehant 
changed colour, and etitirçly lost his presence o f mind. 
The viceroy prdered him from his presence, with a severe 
rebuke for his falsehood and treachery, and an order never 
again l o cntei'i the palace. At the same time he com
manded him to send him, the next morning, eight hundred 
dollars with live Imutlted more; which he did, and which 
were, by the viceroy's order, distributed amongst the 
hospitals, H i s : Excel lency is sajd to have added a 
severe reprimand to the lady, for having made a bargain 
without writing. 
.. Anothçr story which, I recollect, is as follows,: A pour 

Indian appeared : before the viceroy, and stated that he 
had found ip the str.çct a bag full of,golden ounces, which 
had been advertised with the promise of a handsome 
reward to * t h e p e r s o n who should restore them to the 
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owner; that upon carrying them to this Don f 
he had received the bag, counted the ounces, extracted 
two, which he liad seen him slip into his pocket; and had 
then reproached the poor man with having- stolen part 
of tiie money, had called him a thief and a rascal, and, 
instead of rewarding, liad driven him from the house. 
Will i the viceroy there was no delay. Immediate action 
was his plan. Detaining the Indian, he despatched an 
olBcer to desire the attendance of Don with his 
bag" of ounces, l i e came, and the viceroy desired him 
to relate the circumstances, his practised eye reading his 
falsehood at a glance. " M a y it please your Excellency, 
1 lost a bag containing gold. The Indian, now in your 
Excellency's presence, brought it to me in hopes of a 
reward, having first stolen part of its contents. I drove 
him from the house as a thief, who, instead of recompense, 
deserves punishment." 

"Stay ," said the viceroy, ." there is some mistake here. 
How many ounces were there in the bag you lost? " 
"Twenty-eight.": "And how many arc h e r e ? " " B u t 
I w c n t y MX.'' "t'unnl ll icm duwu. 1 sec. it i s as you say. 
The (;ase clear, and wc have all Ixxn miMahrn. Mad 
this Indian been a thief, he would never have brought 
hack the bag, and stolen merely two ounces. l i e would 
have kepi the whole. It is evident that this is not your 
bag but another which this poor man has íounej. Sir , our 
interview is at an end. Continue to search for your bag 
of gold; and as for you, friend, since we cannot find the 
true owner, sweep up these 1 weniy-six pieces ami earry 
them away. They are yours ." So saying, his Excel lency 
bowed out the discomfited cheat and the overjoyed rustic. 
Mr. says that this story, he thinks, is taken from 
something similar in an oriental tale. However, it may 
have occurred twice. 

A horrible murder, took place in 1789, during the vicc-
royaltyship of Revillagigedo, which is remarkable in two 
particulars; the trifling circumstances which led to its 
discovery, and the energy displayed by the viceroy, con
trasting strongly with the tardy execution of justice in our 
days. There lived in Mexico at that period, in the street 
of Cordevanes. No. .15, a rich merchant of the name of 
Don Joaquin Dongo. A clerk named J o s é Joaquin .Blanco, 
who :had. formerly been in his oilice, .having fallen into 
vicious courses, and joined in companionship . with two 
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other young" men, Fi l ipe Akla ina and Bal tazar Quintero, 
gamblers and eoeU-lighters (with reverence be it spoken t) 
like himself, formed, in concert with them, a plan for 
robbing his former master. 

T h e y accordingly repaired to the house one evening 
when they knew that Dongo was from home, and imitat
ing the signal which Hlniico knew the eoaehman was in 
the habit of making to the porter when the carriage 
returned at night, the doors were immediately thrown 
open, and the robbers entered. T h e porter was their first 
vict im. H e was thrown down and stabbed. A postman, 
who was wait ing with letters for the return of the master 
of the house, was the next, and then the cook, and so 
on, until eleven lay weltering in their blood. T h e wretches 
then proceeded to pick the locks of the different bureaux, 
guided by Blanco, who, in his former capacity, had made 
himself au f a i t of all the secrets of the house. They 
obtained twenty-two thousand dollars in specie, and about 
seven thousand dollars' worth of plate. 

Meanwhile the unfortunate master of the house returned 
home, and at the accustomed signal the doors were opened 
by the robbers, and on the entrance of the carnage , in
stantly relocked. Seeing the porter bathed in blood, and 
dead bodies ly ing at the foot of the staircase, he com
prehended at once his desperate situation, and advancing 
to Aldama, who stood near the door, he said, " M y life is 
in your hands; but for God's sake, show some mercy, and 
do not murder me in cold blood. Say what sums of 
money you want. T a k e all that is in the house, and 
leave me, and I swear to keep your secret." Aldama 
consented, and Dongo passed on. A s he ascended the 
stairs, stepping over the body of the postman, he encoun
tered Quintero, and to him he made the same appeal, with 
the same success; when Blanco, springing forward, held 
his sword to Quintcro's breast, and swearing a great 
oath, exclaimed, " I f you do not stab him, I will kill you 
on the spot! " Conceive, for one moment, the situation 
of the unfortunate Dongo, surrounded by the murdered 
and the murderers in hía own house, ul. the dead of the 
night, and without a hope of assistance ! T h e suspense 
was momentary. T h u s adjured, Quintero stabbed him to 
the heart. 

T h e murderers then collected their spoil, and it being 
still dark, two of them got into Dongo's carriage, the 
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third acting' as coachman, and so drove swiftly out of 
the g^ates of the city, ti l l , arriv ing at a deserted spot, not 
far from a vil lage, they turned the carriage and mules 
adrift, and buried their treasure, which they transported 
afterwards to a house in the Calle de la Agui la (the street 
of the eagle), No. 2 3 ; and went about their avocations 
in the morning, á s if nolhing had occurred. Meanwhi le , 
the public consternation may be conceived, when the 
morning dawned upon this bloody tragedy. A s for the 
viceroy, he swore that the murderers should be discovered, 
and hanged before his eyes, that day week. 

Immediately the most energetic measures were taken, 
and the gates of the city shut, to prevent all egress. 
Orders were given through all the different districts of the 
capital, that every guest, or visitor, or boarder, whether 
in inn or lodging, or private house, should have their 
names given up to the police, with an account of their 
condition, occupation, motives for l iv ing in Mexico, etc. 
Strict cognizance was taken in all the vil lages near the 
capital, of every person who had passed through, or 

Í entered, or left the village within a certain space of time. 
All the roads near the capital were scoured by parties of 
soldiers. E v e r y hidden place was searched by the police; 
every suspected house entered. T h e funeral of the i l l -
fated Dongo and of the other vict ims, took place the 
following day; and it was afterwards remembered that 
Aldama was there amongst the foremost, remarking and 
commenting upon this horrible wholesale butchery, and 
upon the probabilities of discovering the murderers. 

A country family from a neighbouring village, hearing 
of all these doings in Mexico, and with that love of the 
marvellous which characterizes persons uneducated, or 
unaccustomed to the world, determined to pay a visit to 
the capital , and to hear at the fountain head, al l these 
wonderful stories, which had probably reached them under 
a hundred exaggerated forms. N o sooner had they 
entered their lodgings, than they were visited and 
examined by the police, and their deposition taken down 
us to their motives for visit ing the capital , their place of 
birth, etc. A s a gratuitous piece of information, one of 
them mentioned, that, pass ing by a barber's shop (prob
ably with his eyes opened wide in the expectation of seeing 
horrible sights), he had observed a man ta lking to the 
barber, who had a stain of blood upon his queue (hair 
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being then , worn powdered and tied behind). Tr i l l ing as 
this circumstance appears lo us, the viceroy ordered that 
the person who menlioned it should instantly conduct lhe 
police olVicers to the shop where he had observed it. The 
shop being found, the barber was questioned as to what 
persons he had been couvursinj; wi lh (hat morning, and 
mentioned about half-a-dozen; amongst others Aldau ia , 
who did not bear a very good reputation. Aldama was 
sent for, confronted with the man who gave the informa
tion, identified as the same, and the stain of blood being 
observed, he was immediately committed to prison upon 
suspicion. Being questioned as to the cause of the stain, 
he replied, that being at a cock-fight, on such a day, at 
sijch an hour, the blood from one of the dying cocks, which 
he held, had spirted up, and stained the collar of his shirt 
and his hair. Inquiries being made at the cock-pit, this 
was. corroborated by several witnesses, and extraordinary 
as it is, it is most probable that the asser t ion was true. 

But meanwhile, ¿he mother of Blanco, deeply distressed 
at the dissolute courses of her son, took the resolution 
(which proves more than anything else Rcvillagigedo's 
goodness, and the confidence which all classes had in him) 
to consult the viceroy as to the means of ronveri ing the 
young man to better habits. I t seems as if the, hand of 
an avenging Providence had conducted this unfortunate 
mother to take a step so fatal to her son. She told the 
viceroy that she had in vain attempted to check bin), that 
his days and nights were spent with profligate companions 
in gambling-houses and in cock-pits, and that she feared 
some mischief would come some day from his fighting find 
swearing and dr ink ing; that but a few days s ince he had 
c o m £ home late, and that she had observed that his stock
ings were dabbled i n b l o o d ; that she had questioned him 
upon it,, and that he; had answered surlily he had got it in 
the cock-pit. H e r narration was hardly concluded, before 
f l an co was arrested and placed in a separate cell of the 
same prison with Aldama. Shortly aftcrj Quintero, only 
as b ç i n g the intimate friend .and companion of both parties, 
was taken,up, on suspicion and lodged in the same prison; 
all being .separately confined, and no communication 
permitted between them. 

. It seems as if Quintero, perhaps the, least hardened of 
the three, was struck iwith the conviction that, in the 
extraordinary combination of circumstances which had led 
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to the arrest of himself and his companions in villany, the 
finger of God was too distinctly visible to permit a doubt 
of ultimate discovery to rest upon his mind, for he con
fessed at once, and declaring1 that he saw all denial w a s 
useless, gave a circumstantial account of the whole. H e 
begged lor n i n e diiys' ^ r a r c li> prepsiru himself for death, 
but the viceroy would grant but three. W h e n A l d a m a 
confessed, he made the avowal that he w a s guilty of a 
previous murder, when he was alcalde of a village near 
Mexico, which was before the time of Revillagig'edo, and 
for which he had been tried and acquitted. H e being 
alcalde, lhe postman of the village was in the habit of 
passing- by his hoiise, g iv ing him an account of whatever 
money he had collected, etc. One evening this man 
stopped at A l d a m á ' s , and told him he was intrusted with 
a sum of fifteen hundred dollars to carry to a neighbouring 
village. At twelve o'clock he left A ldama's house, who, 
taking a short cut across the fields, reached the postman 
by this other direction, stabbed him, and carried back the 
money. Next day, when the murder was made known, 
the alcalde, in his robes of justice, visited the body, and 
affected to institute a strict search for the murderer. 
Nevertheless he was suspected and arrested, but escaped 
by s bribery, and shortly after, leaving the village, came 
to the wider theatre of Mexico. 

T h e murderers having thus made (heir confession, were 
ordered to prepare for death. A scaffold erected between 
the central gate of the palace, and that which is now the 
principal gate of the city guards , was hung with black 
to denote that the criminals were of noble blood. A n 
immense crowd were assembled; and the viceroy, standing, 
on the balcony of his palace, witnessed the execution in 
the great square, the ve ry day week that the murders were 
committed. 

T h e streets were then kept in perfect order, both as to 
paving and l ight ing; and on one occasion, having rode 
all through the city, as was his custom, to observe whether 
everything w a s in order for the holy week, he observed 
that several parts of the different streets were unpaved, 
and out of repair; whereupon, sending for the head of the 
police; he desired that these streets should be paved and 
in order before the holy week, of which it wanted but a few 
days. The officer declared the thing to be impossible. 
The viceroy ordered it to be done, on the penalty of losing 
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his place. . E a r l y on the morning of Pa lm Sunday, he sent 
to know if all wag in .readiness; and as the bells tolled for 
early mass, the .last stope was laid on the Cal le; San 
Franc i sco , which, completed the work. . . . 

• i t is said he frcquciHly went about i n c o g . , attended by 
one or two aides-de-camp, by which means, l ike another 
Haroun A l Rasch id , h ç . w a s enabled to discover and 
correct hidden abuses, .By his orders , ,no monk could be 
out of his convent after vespers. W a l k i n g one evening 
along, the streets, he encountered a monk in the Cal le San 
Francisco , taking his pleasure long after the appointed 
'hour.! T h e viceroy walked directly to the convent; and 
on making himself known, was received by the abbot with 
all due respect. " H o w many monks have you in your 
convent, father? " asked the viceroy. " F i f t y , your E x c e l 
lency." " T h e r e are now only forty-nine. C a l l them over, 
see which is the, miss ing brother, and let his name be 
s truck out." T h e list was produced—the names called 
over, and only forty-five; monks presented themselves. 
By. order of the viceroy, the five who. had .broken through 
the rules, were never again admitted into the convent. 
A las ! could. his . l ixccHency have lived in these our de
generate days, and beheld certain monks of a certain order 
dr inking pulque and otherwise disporting themselves! 
nay, seen one, as we but just, now did from the window, 
stroll ing along the street by lamplight, with an Ynt ida 
( Indian girl) tucked under his a r m ! . . . . 

One more anecdote of the "immortal Rcvil lagigedo," 
and I have done, it was very late at night, when not 
far from the gate of the city called " T h e lost chi ld ," (in 
commemoration of that period when " the c h i l d Jesus 
t a r r i e d behind i n Je rusa lem," and that his parents sought 
for him sorrowing,) his Fxecl lency encountered a good-
looking damsel, wa lk ing briskly and alone, at these un
timely • hours; yet withal quiet and modest in her de
meanour. W i s h i n g to try the temper of her steel (or 
brass) he left his officers a little way behind; and perhaps 
they were not astonished. . . . " O h ! by no means, cer
tainly not! "—when they saw. the grave and severe 
Reyil lagigedo approach the fair maiden somewhat 
familiarly,, and request permission to accompany her in 
her; rambles,t a proposal which was indignantly rejected. 
" A n d a ! " ( C o m e ! ) said his Excel lency, "give over these 
a jrs—you, a m u g e r c i l l a , strolling about" in search of 



A Morning Concert 407 
adventures." Imagine the feelings of his Excel lency, on 
receiving in reply a tremendous and well-applied box on 
t h e ' e a r l T h e staff rushed forward, and were astonished 
to find .the viceroy with a smiling countenance, watch ing 
the retreating steps of the adventurous damsel. " W h a t I 
your Excel lency — such insolence 1 such audacity I 
such " " C o m e , come," said the viceroy, "she has 
proved herself worthy of our favour. L e t instant inquiry 
be made as to her birth and parentage, and as to her 
reasons for being on the streets at this hour. T h e y must 
be honest ones." T h e result proved the viceroy correct 
in his opinion. She was a poor gir l , supporting a dying 
mother by g iv ing music lessons, and obliged to trudge 
on foot from house to house at all h o u r s ; and amongst 
her scholars was the daughter of an old lady who lived 
out of the gates of the city, and from whose house, being 
that of her last visited pupil, she had frequently to return 
late at night. O n being informed of these part iculars , 
his Exce l l ency ordered her a pension of three hundred 
dollars per annum, to be continued. to the day of her 
death, and it is said she is still alive, though very old. 
This is making one's fortune by a coup de m a i n , or by a 
luchy h i t ! 

Augus t 6 t h . — T h i s morning we had some very good 
music; Madame Caste l lan and the tenor, and M a d a m e 
Cesari having passed some hours here, together with 
Madame la Baronne de and a few other, gentlemen 
and ladies. L a Castel lan was very amiable, and sang 

J beautifully, but looked pale and fatigued.. She has been 
: very effective lately in the S o m n á m b u l a . Madame C e s a r i 

was in great beauty. 
About an hour after they had gone, the new minister 

and his family made their e n i r é e into Mexico. I t is now, 
however, too late for us to return till the autumn, as there 
is a great deal of fever al V e r a C r u z ; nor do wc entirely 
g-ive up hopes, as soon as C n shall be at leisure, of 
making another journey on horseback into the interior. 
There are, however, rumours of another pronunciamiento, 
and should this be the case, our present quarters next to 
the palace wi l l be more distinguished than agreeable. 

I have a lways had a curiosity to know why the Galle 
del Indio T r i s t e (Street of the Sad Indian) was so called. 
W e are on vis i t ing terms with two or three houses in that 
street, and never pass those large black letters, which 
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tell the passc:n£"er thnt tliis is tlio .strt-cl of " T h r Sad 
l i h i i i t i i , " wiihinit my iinn^iiuifion li^Lirin^ U» ilavW tliat 
here some tragedy r.onneeted with the conquest must have 
taken placo, it was Iherefore with f^roal joy that I fell 
upon an article in the "Mosaico Mejicano," purporting 
to give an explanation of this melancholy title-page to an 
otherwise very tolerable (in the way of houses) but v e r y 
ill-paved street, where, amongst other handsome edifices, 
is the house of a r i ih Spaniard ( S e ñ o r H o ) , r e m a r li
able for its beautiful entrance and e l e g a n t salons. It 
appears that there are different í i a d i ü o h s respccling it. 
One, lhaL tthoi'lly aiter tin: u o i K j i t e s t , a r i r h nicUjuc lived 
there, who acted as a spy on his Indian brethren, and 
informed the viceroy of all their plans and combinations 
against the government; but that on one occasion, having 
failed to inform his patrons of an intended mutiny, they 
seized this pretext for sequestrating his property :•—that 
afterwards, poor, abandoned and despised, he sat down 
in the corner of the street, weeping Ids misfortune and 
nuv l inj; wil h n o pi I y ; mil it .11 hn^ 1 h he n b M aincd 110111 
all food l o r some days, and was found dead in the corner 
of the street, .silting in the .same inelandioly posture; that 
the viceroy declared his wealth crown property, and with 
the intention of striking terror into the hearts of, the mal
contents, caused a stone statue to be made representing 
the weeping Ind ian; that this statue was placed at the 
corner of the street, with its back to the wall , and so 
remained until, the house being pulled down, the statue 
was sent to the Museum, where it now i s ; the street 
retaining the name of the Sad Indian. 

But there is another tradition mentioned concerning 
the origin of the name, more interesting and even more 
probable. . I t appears that the ground now occupied by 
this street is the site of the Palace of Axayacat l , the father 
of Montezuma, last Hmperor of Mexico. In this spacious 
and magnificent palace the Spaniards were received and 
lodged, and, according to Torquemada, each in a separate 
apartment. There were a multitude of idols in this dwell
ing, and though they had no separate temple, various 
feasts were dedicated to them. Alter the conquest they 
were for the most p a r t broken and destroyed, and it was 
only lately that, by accident, the head of the. god of the 
waters, beautifully worked in serpentine marble, was dis
covered there; still, one statue had been preserved, that 
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oí m i Imliíin» siiid ID luivc- been phici^d tlicrc by (he Aztecs, 
as a incniuiial ot Lhcir MJIIIÍW aL Uie UcaLh o í MüUlt;üuina, 
to whom, on account of his misforUincs, they g"ave lhe 
iiaiiiü of 11 cl I n d i o t r i s t e . " T h i s was afterwards placed at 
the corner of the new building' erected there by the 
Spaniards, and gave its name to the street. I t is a melan
choly-looking statue, whomsoever it may represent, of an 
Indian in a sitting posture, with a most dejected and 
forlorn air and r o t u i lena nee. The material is basaltic 
stone. 

í i l í j . ' n Una just rc lnrnrd from seeing the general 
archives, which are all in conlusitm and yohig to ruin. 
Don Ygnacio Cuevas , who has the charge of them, has 
written various works—the History of the Viceroys—the 
Californias, etc.—which were robbed or destroyed in the 
last pronunciamiento. H e related the story of Revi l lagi -
gedo and the jewels, only differing from my friend's 
narrative in that he says it was not a jewel-case, but a 
diamond bracelet. Me assured C n that Mexico in 
Indian n i c a i i H "below ihi.s," alluding to the population 
who, according to tradition, are buried beneath the 
Pedregal . 

18th .—News has arrived that General Paredes p ro 
nounced in Guadalajara on the eighth .of the month! 
Strange rumours are afloat, and it is generally supposed 
that Santa Anna is or will be the prime mover of the 
great changes that are predicted. B y many, however, it 
is talked of as very trifling, as a mere movement that will 
soon be put down. The plan which Paredes has published 
is essentially military, but announces a congress, which 
renders it very popular in the departments. It has been 
adopted by the departments of Zacatecas, Durango, and 
Guanajvato. Meanwhile, everything continues here as 
usual. W e have been several times at the opera; the 
paseos arc very crowded, and we had a musical s o i r é e the 
other evening, which was very gay, but from the signs 
of the times, will probably be our last in Mexico. 

2 8 t h . — T h i s morning C n took his farewell audience 
of the president, and the new minister was received. 

30th .—These few last days have chiefly been spent in 
paying visits of ceremony with the S e ñ o r a . Never
theless we spent an hour last evening in the beautiful 
cemetery a little way out of the city, which is rather a 
favourite haunt of ours, and is known as the - ' P a n t e ó n 
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tía Santa M a r i a . " It hns a buiuitiful chapel attached tu 
it, whore the daily mass is said tur the dead, and a lurgx 
garden filled with flowers. Y o u n g trees of different 
kinds have been planted there, and the sight of the tombs 
themselves, in their long and melancholy array of black 
cofiins, with gold-lcttcrcd inscriptions, even while it 
inspires the saddest ideas, has something soothing in its 
effect. They are kept in perfect order, and the inscrip
tions, though not always eloquent, are almost always full 
of feeling, and somclimcs extremely touching. There it¿ 
one near the entrance, which is pathetic in its native 
language, and though it loses much in the translation, 
I shall transcribe i t : 

" Here lie the beloved remains of Carmen and José 
Pimentel y Heras* The first died the n t h of June, 1838, 
aged one year and eleven months; the second on the 5th 
of September of 1839, in the sixteentli month of his 
existence; and to their dear memory maternal love dedi
cates the following : — 

" E P I T A P H . ' 
"liabes of my love I my Carmen and J o s é ! 

Sons of your clierishcd father, Pimentel. 
Why have you left your molher's side? for wlioni ? 
What motives have ye had to leave inc thus? 
lint hark I I hear your voice—and breathlessly 
I listen. I hear ye say—1 To go to heaven ! 
Mother I we hqve \vU Ihee to see our God ! ' 
Beloved shades'! if (his indeed be so, 
Then let these bitter tears be turned to joy. 
It is not meet that I should mourn for ye, 
Since me yc have excjianged for my God. 
To Itim give thanks ! and in your holy songs. 
Pray (hat" your'parents' fate may be like yours." 

L E T T E R T H E F O R T Y - F O U R T H 

Agitat ion—Storni—Rçvolut iop—Manifesto—Resembling a Game of 
Chess—Position of the Pieccs-rAppearance of the City—Firing— 
State of Part i e s—Compari sons—"Comíc ios"—The People—Con
gress—Santa Anna—Amnesty offered—Roaring of Cannon—Pro-
clamation-!-Timc to look at home—The Wil l of the Nation— 
DifTerent Ireclings — Judge's llpuse destroyed — The Mint in 
Requisition—Preparations—Cannonading—" Los Enanos." 

31st. 
THIS afternoon the clouds, gathered together in gloomy 
masses, announced a thunderstorm, and at the same time 
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a ccrtíün cle^ree of agitation upparently pervading' the c í ty 
was suddenly observable i'rom our balconies. Shops were 
fchutting- up; people h u r r y i n g in all directions, heads at 
all the windows, and men looking out from the azoteas; 
but as these symptoms were immediately followed by a 
tremendous storm of thunder and lightning* and splashing" 
rain, we trusted that the cause had been very simple. 
But these elements of nature are wielded by the H a n d 
that called them forth, and can stay them at H i s wil l , 
and the sun breaking forth smilingly and scattering the 
clouds, made us feel that the storm luid but refreshed the 
parched earth and cleared the sultry atmosphere. Not so 
with the storm which has been brooding in the hearts of 
a handful of ambitious men, and which has burst forth at 
last, its bolts directed by no wise or merciful power, and 
by the hands of selfish and designing and short-sighted 
mortals. 

T h e storm, though short, had not pased away, when 
news was brought us of a new r e v o l u t i o n i n M e x i c o ! 
General Valencia , lie who pronounced (but two short 
months ago I) the high-flown and flattering speech to the 
president, on receiving the sword of honour, has now 
pronounced in a very different and much clearer manner. 
Listen to him now : — • ¡ 

"Soldiers ! T h e despotism of the Mexican government, 
the innumerable evils which the nation suffers,1 the un
ceasing remonstrances which have been made ' against 
these evils, and which have met with no attention, have 
forced us to take a step this evening, which is not one of 
rebellion, but is the energetic expression :of our resolution 
to sacrifice everything to the common good and interest. 
The cause which we defend is that of all Mexicans ; of the 
rich as of the poor; of the soldier as of the civilian. W e 
want a country, a government, the felicity of our homes, 
and respect from without; and we shall obtain a l l ; let us 
not doubt it. T h e nation will be moved by our example. 
The arms which our country has given lis for her defence, 

\ we shall know how to employ in restoring her honour—an 
honour which the government has stained by not acknow
ledging the total absence of morality and energy in the 
actual authorities. The army which made her independent 
shall also render her powerful and free. The illustrious 
General Santa A n n a to-day marches to Puebla, at the 
head of our heroic companions at V e r a C r u z , while upon 
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Qucretaro, .already united to tlie valiant General Paredes, 
the brave General Cortázar now begins his operations. 

" I n a few days wc shall see the other forces of the 
republic in motion, all co-operating" to the same end. The 
triumph is secure, my friends, and the cause which wc 
prpclaim is so noble, that conquerors, we shall be covered 
with glory; and, happen what may, w c shall be honoured 
by our fellow-citizens." 
. In this manifesto, which is mere dcchtmalion, there is 
no plan. I t appears that no one particularly counted 
upon Goiicrul Valencia, and ifuit, whclhut" fearing- to be 
left out in the events which he saw approaching, or 
apprchuisivi; of being ancMed by tin; g'Dvrniincnl, whn 
suspected him, he has thought il wisest to strike a blow 
on his own account. Pacheco, who commanded the 
citadel, together with Generals I.ombardinl and Sales, who 
had been ordered out to march with their respective regi
ments against the pronunciados , are now in the citadel, 
and in a state of revolt. The two last had but just 
received money for the payment of their troops on the 
preceding day. 

8 o'clock,---Nothing furlhcr, but that lhe pitsidenl lias 
sallied forth on. horseback from San Agust in; and was 
received with repealed v ivas by llu: people collected in 
thti atjuurc. 

ist September.—This revolution is like a game at chess, 
in which kings, castles, knights, and bishops, are making 
difieront moves, while the pawns arc looking" on or taking 
no part whatever. 

T o understand the state of the board, it is necessary 
to explain the position of the four principal pieces—Santa 
Anna, Bustamante, Paredes, and . Valencia . T h e first 
move was made by Paredes, who published his plan, and 
ptoi iot t i tcad o i l the .eighth o I /\ugu.*4 at Giiadalajara. 
About the same time, D o n 1'" M , a Spanish 
broker, who had gone to Manga dc ClaVo, was sent to 
Guadalajara, and had a conference with Paredes, the 
result of which was , that the plan of that general was 
withdrawn, and it was supposed, that he and Santa Anna 
had formed a combination. Shortly after, the Censor of 
V e r a Cruz , a newspaper entirely devoted to Santa Anna, 
pronounced in favour of the plan of Paredes, and Santa 
Anna, with a few miserable troops, and a handful of cavalry, 
arrived at Perole. Here he remains for the present, kept 
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in chuck b y the (g^ovcmnicnl) Gcncni l Torrejon. Mean
while Paredes, with about six hundred men, left Guadala
jara and marched upon Guanajuato; and there a blow w a s 
^iven to the government party by the defection o f General 
Cortázar, who thought fit thus to show his grateful s e n s e 
of having just received the rank of general of brigade 
with the insignia of this new grade, which the president 
put on with his own hands. Another check to the pres i 
dent. Once begun, defection spread rapidly, and Paredes 
and Cortázar having advanced upon Queretaro, found 
that ( í cnera l Juvera, with his garrison, had already p r o -
nowiccd there, at the moment that they were expected 
in Mexico lo ;issist lhe govermnent against Valencia . 
Paredes, Cortaz.'ir, and juvera are n o w u/iiled, and their 
forces amount to two thousand two hundred men. 

Meanwhile General Valencia , pressed to declare his p lan , 
has replied that he awaits the announcement of tltc inten
tions of Generals Paredes and Santa A n n a ; and, for his own 
part, only desires the dismissal of General Bustamante. 

Th i s , then, is the position o f the-three principal p r o -
nouticed chiefs, on this second day of September o f the 
year o f our Lord 18.¡ i . Sania Anna in Peroie, hesitating 
whether to a d vanee o r re treat, and, in fact, preven led 
from doing either by the vicinity of General Torrejon . 
Paredes in Querctaro, wií l i lhe olhei* revolted generals. 
Valencia in the citadel of Mexico with his pronunciados ; 
while Bustamante, with Generals Almonte and Canal izo, 
the n m r l i against which all these hostile operations are 
directed, is determined, il is said, lo light lo the last. 

Mexico looks as if ÍI had got a general holiday. Shops 
shut up, and all business is at a stand. T h e people, with 
the utmost apathy, are collected in groups, talking quietly; 
the officers are galloping about; generals, in a somewhat 
paily-roloitred dress, wi lh large gray hats, striped pan
taloons, old coats, and gcaicral.s' hells, f i n e horses, and 
crimson-coloured velvet saddles. T h e shopkeepers in the 
square have been removing I heir goods and money. An 
occasional shot is heard, and sometimes a volley, suc
ceeded by a dead silence. The archbishop shows his 
reverend face now and then upon (he opposite balcony o f 
his palace, looks out a little while, and then retires. T h e 
chief effect, s o far, is universal idleness in m a n and beast, 
—the soldiers and their quadrupeds excepted. 

The position of the president, however, is not s o bad a s 
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at.first sight it might appear, or as it will be, if his enemies 
are,,'permitted to reunite. He has upwards of two 
thousand men, twelve pieces of ordnance, and, though 
his infantry are few, and he has little artillery, he has 
good cavalry. Valencia has twelve hundred men, twenty-
six pieces of ordnance, with good infantry, and almost all 
the artillery.. T h e rebels have possessed themselves of the 
Acordada, and given liberty to those who were imprisoned 
for political opinions—-a good loophole for the escape of 
criminals. 

Those who understand these matters say that the prin
cipal object of the government should be to reduce the 
rebels to the citadel only, and to occupy all the important 
points in its neighbourhood, San Diego, San Hipól i to , 
San Fernando, etc.; but as yet this has not been done, 
and the pronunciados are gradually extending, and taking 
possession of these points. . . . 

3 r d . — T h e y are now keeping up a pretty brisk fire 
between S a n Agustin and the citadel. T h i s morning the 
streets were covered with coaches, filled with families 
leaving the city. 

*ftill'- 'Tilinga fue Utiruitiing more cumplicated. The 
rebels now occupy San J o s ó , Sallo de Agua, the college 
of, V iuc í iynas (from which all the poor girls and their 
teachers have í led) , Regina , San Juan de la Penitencia, 
San Diego, and San Fernando—a long line of important 
points. T h e president's line begins at San Francisco , con-
tinuing by L a Concepc ión ; but, without a map of the city, 
you will not understand the posilion of the. two parties. 
However, every turret and belfry is covered with soldiers, 
and the streets are blocked up with troops and trenches. 
F r o m behind these turrets and trenches they fire at each 
Other, scarcely a soldier falling, but numbers of peaceful 
citizens; shells and bombs falling- through the roofs of the 
JIQUSCS, and all l i ú s for public g o o d . " 

•(Thç war of July had at least a shadow of pretext; it 
was a war of party, and those who wished to re-establish 
federalism may have nctcd with good faith. Now there 
is neither principle, nor pretext, nor plan, nor the shadow 
of reason or legality. Disloyalty, hypocrisy, and the most 
sprdid calculation, are all the motives that can be dis
covered ; and those who then affected an ardent desire for 
the welfare of their country have now thrown aside their 
n?asks, and appear in their true colours; and the great 
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mass of the people, who, thus passive and oppressed, 
allow their quiet homes to be invaded, are kept in awe 
neither by the force of arms, nor by the depth of the 
views of the conspirators, but by a handful of soldiers, 
who are themselves scarcely aware of their own wishes 
or intentions, but that they desire power and distinction at 
any price. 

It is said that the federalists are very much elated, 
hoping for the eventual triumph of their party, particularly 
in consequence of a proclamation by Valencia , which 
appeared two days ago, and is called ''the plan of the 
Comicios ," said to be written by General Tomel , who 
has gone over to the citadel, and who,¡ having' a great deal 
of classical learning, talks in it of the R o m a n Commit tees 
{the .Comicios) . Since then the revolution has taken the 
name of liberal, and is supported by men of name, the 
Pcdrazas, Bclderas, R i v a Palacio,, and others, which is of 
great importance to Valencia , and has given force and 
consistency to his party. Besides this, the pronunciados 
have the advantage of a free field from the citadel out.to 
Tacubayn, where ¡f is said lhat certain rich bankers, who 
are on their side, arc constantly supplying the ciludel vvitli 
cartloads of copper, which they send in from thence. , . 

Meanwhile, we 'pass our lime very quietly. In the 
morning we generally have visitors very early, discussing 
the.probabilities, and giving us the last reports. . .Some
times we venture out when there is nq firing, which is 
much less constant and alarming than it was last year. 
So far we continue to have visitors in the evening, and 
Señor B — — • and I have been playing duets on the harp 
and piano, even though Mexico is declared " in a state of 
siege." The minister, who was here this morning, 
docs, however, strongly recommend us to change our 
quarters, and to remove to T a c u b a y a ; which will be so 
troublesome, that we are inclined to delay it until it 
)ecomes absolutely necessary, . . . 

5 t h . — W e went upon the azotea this afternoon, to have 
a good view of the city. There were people on almost 
alt the balconies, as on a ffiie-day. A picturesque group 
of friars of the order of L a Merced, in their white robes, 
had mounted up on the belfry of their church, and were 
looking out anxiously.. T h e palace roof next our own had 
soldiers on it. Everyth ing at that moment was still and 
tranquil; but the conduct of the people is our constant 
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source of surprise. Lef t entirely uncurbed, no one to 
direct them,1 thousands out of employment* many without 
bread, they meddle with nothing", do not complain, ami 
scarcely seem to feel any interest in the result. How 
easily might such a people be directed for their good ! h 
is said that all their apathet ic sympathies are. in favour of 
fiustamantc. 

Some Hay thai Sania A n u a will arrive (o-day sonic that 
the whole affair will be settled by treaty; but neither 
reports nor bulletins can be depended on, as scarcely any 
one speaks according to his true feelings or belief, but 
according to his political party. / . . 

• It appears that the conduct of congress in this emer
gency has given little satisfaction. T h e y affect to give a 
declaration of the national wi l l , and are as ambiguous as 
the Delphic O r a c l e ; and it is said that their half-measures, 
and determination not to see that public opinion is against 
them, and that a thorough change can alone undermine 
this military revolution, wil l contribute more than any
thing to its eventual triumph. . . . 

T h e president has made use of the eNlraordinary powers 
which have been granted him by the Poder Conscrvt idur 
(conservative power, a .singular and intermediate authority 
introduced into the Mexican constitution), to .abolish the 
ten per cent, on consumption, and to modify the personal 
contribution, reducing it to the richer classes alone. • This 
concession has apparently produced no effect. I t is said 
that the government troops continue to desert, convinced 
that a" revolution in which Santa Anna takes part must 
triumph. F o u r new generals have been made by the 
president. . . . 
. 6 th . ;—We went out to Tacubaya , and found it impos
sible to procure a room there, far less a house. T h i s is 
also the case at Guadalupe, San Joaquin, in fact in every 
vil lage near Mexico. W e are in no particular danger, 
unless they were to bombard the palace. There was a 
slight shock of an earthquake yesterday. 

10th . - O n the 7111, the pres'ulrnl offered an nmnrsly to 
the p ronunciados . YVhuLcvcr might have been the result, 
the evening concluded with a terrible thunderstorm, 
mingled with- the roaring of cannon, which had a most 
lugubrious effect. Many people were killed on the streeti 
W e had gone out in the morning, but met the l ix-Minister 
H——-a , who strongly advised us to return home directly, 
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as balls were falling', and accidents happening- all 
round. 

Soon after a proclamation w a s issued by General 
Valencia, purporting that if the president did not yield, 
he would bombard the palace; and that if the powder 
which is kept there were to blow up, it would ruin half the 
city, ' l l i is induced us to look at home, for if the palace 
Is bombarded, the C a s a de Moneda cannot escape, and i( 
the palace is blown up, the C a s a de Moneda wil l most 
certainly keep it company. W h e n the proclamation came 
out in the morning", various were the opinions expressed 
in consequence. Some believed it to be a mere threat, 
and others that it would take place at eleven at night. 
An old supernumerary soldier who lives here (one of those 
who was disabled by the last revolution) assured us that 
we had better leave the house, and as we refused, on the 
plea of having no safer house to go to, he walked off to 
the azotea, telling us he would let us k n o w when the first 
bomb fell on the palace, and that then we must go perforce. 
In the evening we went downstairs to the large vaulted 
rootn.s where they a r e making cannon balls, and where 
the vaults are so thick and solid, that it was thought we 
should be in safety, even if General Valenc ia really kept 
his word. W e sat up that night till twelve o'clock, l isten
ing anxiously, but nothing happened; and now, in conse
quence of a deputation which has been sent to the citadel 
by certain foreigners of distinction (though unknown to 
the government), we are no longer afraid of any sudden 
assault of this k ind, as General Valenc ia has promised, in 
consideration o f their representations, not to proceed to 
these last extremities, unless driven to them for his own 
defence. 

In l istening to the different opinions which are current, 
it would seem that Bustamante, Santa Anna , and V a l e n c i a 
are a l l erjually unpopular; and that the true wi l l of the 
nation, which congress was afraid to express, was first 
for the immediate convocation o f a Constitutional C o n 
gress; and secondly, that they should not be governed by 
Santa Anna, yet that Bustamante should renounce, and a 
provisional president should be named. . . . 

S a n t a A n n a writes, complaining that Bustamante, by 
assuming extraordinary powers, commanding the army 
and yet continuing president, is infringing the constitu
tion. But as he is coming on to destroy it entirely, this 
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is being; rather particular. I t is reported that the typhus 
fever is in the citadel, but there are many floating- rumours 
which are not to be depended upon. . . . T h e r e is evi
dently a great deal of consternation beginning- to be felt 
amongst the lower classes . Fore igners generally are 
inclined towards Santa A n n a , Mexicans to Bustamante; 
but all feel the present evils. T h e l é p e r o s seem to swarm 
in greater, numbers than ever, and last evening; two small 
shops were broken into and robbed. I n vain the presi
dent publishes manifestos that the shops may be opened; 
they remain carefully shut, al l commerce paralyzed, and 
every, one, who has the means to do so, leaving- lhe city, 

W e hear that the shells from the citadel have destroyed 
part of the beautiful .house belonging to Judge P e ñ a y 
P e ñ a s , in front pf. the Alameda. 

2 1 t i l . — W e have just received private information from 
the government, that they wil l shortly require this house 
for arms and ammunition and troops; coupled with still 
more private advice to provide for our safety by leaving 
it. W e shall therefore gladly accqpt the kind invitation 
tif ihfi K -d fnmih', tu lonutvo to llu-h huriotulu of Sun 
X a v i e r , about .Uuee leagues from thiii. VVc had at liibt 
declined this ipvitation, owing to its distance from tht 
city—inconvenient f o r , u s , who are only wait ing for thç 
first oppprtunity to leiivc i t ; but besides that after the most 
diligent search in all the surrounding vil lages, we cannot 
.find a single unoccupied room, we are very g lad to spend 
our, remaining days in Mexico with so distinguished a 
family. = I shall therefore write little more at present on 
the subject, pf the revolution, which now that we have 
lived some, time: in Mexico, and have formed friendships 
there, fills us with feelings entirely different from those 
which the last produced; with personal sentiments oi 
regret, private fears, and hopes for the future, and pre
sentiments of evil which owe more than half their sadness 
to individual feelings. 

1 2 t h . — W e are now in the midst of all the confusion 
occasioned by another removal ; surrounded by trunks and 
boxes and cargadores , and .at the same time by our 
friends (all those who have not taken flight yet) taking 
leave of us. . . . 
, A great cannonading took place last night, but without 

any important result. T h e soldiers, in the day-time amuse 
themselves by insulting each other from the roofs of the 
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houses and convents. Yesterday , one of the president's 
party singled out a soldier in the citadel, shot h im, and 
then began to dance the Enanos , and in the. midst of a 
step, he was shot, and rolled over, dead. . . . 

W e shall write again from S a n X a v i e r . 
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.S.\N XrtVi i 'K, i M h ticpfrnibof. 
A-FTHK a morning' of fatigue, coufuüion , bustle, leave-
taking, etc., etc., a conch with four mules, procured with 
the utmost difficulty, drove up to the door; the coach old 
and crazy , the mules and harness quite consistent, and the 
postilions so tipsy that they could hardly keep their seats. 
But we had no time to be particular, and climbed in 
amidst bows and hand-shakings, and prophecies of break
ing down and of being robbed by a band of f o r ç a i s headed 
by a Spaniard , who are said to be scouring the country; 
who are sa id to be, for just now, seeing is believing, and 
few reports are worth attending to. However, we took 
two servants on horseback, by way of escort, and rattled 
off, the coach creaking ominously, the postilions swinging 
from side to side, and our worthy housekeeper, whom we 
had carried off from the smoking city, screaming out her 
last orders to the g a l o p i n a , concerning a certain green 
parrot which she had left in the charge of that tender
hearted damsel, who, with her reboso at her eyes, sur
rounded by directors of the mint, secretaries of legation, 
soldiers and porters, had enough to do to take charge of 
herself. T h e city looked very sad, as we drove through 
the streets; with closed shops, and barred windows, and 
cannon planted, and soldiers riding about. At every 
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village we passed, the drivers called for brandy, tossed 
a glassful, which appeared to act l i k e a composing 
draught, as they gradually recovered their equilibrium. 
W e were glad to arrive at S a n X a v i e r , where we received 
a most cordial welcome, and to be removed, at least for 
a while, from sights and sounds of destruction. A great 
part of the road to T lanapan t l a , the village near which 
S a n Xav ier is situated, leads through traces of the ruins 
of the ancient Tcnochtit lan. 

T h i s part of the country is extremely pretty, being a 
corn and not a maguey district. Instead of the mono
tonous and stiff maguey, whose head never bends to the 
blast, we are surrounded by fields of waving corn. There 
are also plenty of trees; poplar, ash, and e l m ; and one 
flourishing specimen of the latter species, which we see. 
from the windows in front of the house, was brought here 
by Mr. Poinsett. T h e hacienda, which is about three 
leagues from Mexico, is a large irregular building in 
rather a low situation, surrounded by dark blue hills. It 
belongs to the S e ñ o r a s de F a, of the family of the 
Marquis de A o; in i l l iona i res—being rich in haciendas 
and si lver-mines; very religious, very charitable, and what 
is less common here, extremely learned; understanding:. 
French , E n g l i s h , German, and even L a t i n . T h e i r educa
tion they owe to the care of their father, one of the niost|0 
distinguished men in Mexico, who was banished twice, j 
once for liberal opinions, and the second time for support
ing the " P l a n of I g u a l a , " in fact for not being liberal! 
enough. I n these emigrations, his family accompanied 
him, travelled over a great part of Europe, and profited 
by their opportunities. T h e y returned here when the inde
pendence was accomplished, hoping for peace, but in vain. 
Constant alarms, and perpetual revolutions have sue-! 
ceeded one another ever since that period. 

Tilt: Imclciulu hiiti llir usmnl q i m n l i u u o í lu in i tmc belong
ing to these country houses; and it is certainly no longer 
a matter of surprise to us, that rich proprietors take little 
interest in embellishing them. A house which will in all 
probability be converted once a year into a barrack, is 
decidedly better in a state of nature, than encumbered 
with elegant furniture. T h i s house has been entirely 
destroyed in that way more than once, and the last time 
that it was occupied by troops, was left like an Augean 
stable. W e have here the- luxury of books. My room 
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opens into a beautiful chapel, covered with paintings 
representing saints and virgins holding lilies, where mass 
is said occasionally, though the family generally attend 
mass in the village church of Tlanapant la . Before the 
house is a small flower-garden filled with roses and pecu
liarly fine dahlias, pomegranate-trees and violets, which, 
though single, have a delicious fragrance. T h i s stretches 
out into an immense vegetable-garden and orchard, ter
minating in a shrubbery, through which walks are cut, 
impervious to the sun at noon-day. There is also a large 
reservoir of water, and the garden, which covers a great 
space of ground, is kept in good order. There are beau
tiful walks in the neighbourhood, leading to Indian 
villages, old churches, and farms; and all the lanes are 
bordered with fruit-trees. 

Tlanapant la , which means in Indian, betiveen lands, its 
church having been built by the Indians of two districts, 
is a small village, with an old church, ruined remains of 
a convent, where the curate now lives, a few shops, and a 
square where the Indians hold market ( t a n g í s they cal l it) 
on Fr idays . A l l along the lanes are small Indian huts, 
with their usual mud floor, small altar, earthen vessels, and 
collection of daubs on the w a l l s ; especially of the V i r g i n 
of Guadalupe; with a few blest palm-leaves in the corner; 
occupied, when the men are at work, by the Indian woman 
herself, her sturdy, scantily-clothed progeny, and plenty 
of yelping dogs. Mrs. W a r d ' s sketch of the interior of 
an Indian hut is perfect, as all her Mexican sketches are. 
When the women are also out at their work, they are 
frequently tenanted by the little children alone. T a k i n g 
refuge from a shower of rain yesterday, in one of these 
mud huts, we found no one there but a little bronze-
coloured child, about three years old, sleeping all alone 
on t he l l n o r , with I hi1, door wide open; and though wc 
tiülítnl loud, and wnlkud abmit in the eotlagc, lhe little 
thing never wakened. A second shower drove us for 
shelter to a farmhouse, where we entered a sort of oratorio 
attached to the house; a room which is not consecrated, 
but has an altar, crucifix, holy pictures, etc. T h e floor 
was strewed with flowers, and in one corner was an old 
stringless violoncello, that might have formed a pendant 
to the harp of T a r a . 

However, the most remarkable object of the rancho 
is its proprietress, a tall, noble-looking Indian, D o ñ a 
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Margari ta by name, a mountaineer by birth, and now a 
rich widow, possessing- lands and flocks, though l iving in 
apparent poverty. T h e bulk of her fortune she employs 
in educating poor orphans. E v e r y poor child who has no 
parents, finds in her a mother and protectress; the more 
wretched, or sick, or deformed, the more certain of an 
asylum with her. She takes them into her house, brings 
them up as her own children, has them bred to some 
useful employment, and when they arc old enough, 
married. 11 it is :i boy, .she chooses him a wile Iroin 
amongst the girls ol the mountains, where she was born, 
who she says arc "less corrupted" thiin the girls of lho 
village. She has generally from twelve to twenty on her 
hands, always filling up with new orphans the vacancies 
caused in her small colony by death or marriage. There 
is nothing picturesque about these orphans, for, as 1 said 
before, the most deformed and helpless, and maimed and 
sick, are the peculiar objects of D o ñ a Margari ta 's care; 
nevertheless, we saw various healthy, happy-looking girls, 
busied in various w:iys, washing and ironing, and sewing, 
whose very eyes glt:;iine<l when we immlimicd her name, 
and who spoke of her with a respect and affection that it 
was pleasant to witness. T r u l y , this woman is entitled 
to happy dreams and soft slumbers ! T h e remainder oí 
her fortune she employs in the festivals and ceremonies 
of lhe church; in fireworks, in ornaments for the 
altars, etc. 

9 t h . — E v e r y day a messenger arr ives from Mexico, 
bringing news of the p ronunc i amien to , which are eagerly 
waited for, and read with intense interest. I t is probable, 
now, 1 lutI affairs will soon come to a crisis. A .step has 
l íüCIl lilUiM) by tilt' p H r.'nlcill , w l i i t ' l l is { IHI.'.HIITCII vt:ry i i n -
prudent by those who are looking on in this great game. 
General Torrejon, who wilh nine hundred good soldu-r.-) 
kept Santa Anna in awe at 1'erole, has been sent for lo 
Mexico, Bustamante wishing to reunite his forces. These 
troops, together with those of Codallos (the Governor of 
Puebla) brings up his army to lince Llumsand five hundred, 
or some say to four thousand men, all effective, and of 
which nine hundred are good cavalry. Bustamante bein^ 
now at the head of the army, Hechavarr ia exercises the 
executive power, according to the constitution, in his 
capacity of president of the Council of State, (Consejo dc 
E s t a d o ) ; the Mexicans having no vice-president. 
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Santa Anna , who had until now remained in Perote with 

his unorganized troops, no officers on whom he could 
depend, and a handful of miserable cavalry, has moved 
forwards to Puebla. Arr ived there, his numbers were 
increased by one hundred men of the Tobacco customs, 
(broug'ht him by S e ñ o r , who, with a rich Spanish 
banker went out to meet him,) forty horsemen seduced 
from the escort of Codallos, and a company of watchmen ! 
As yet, no inovcinent has taken place or seems likely to 
take place in his favour in Puebla. S e ñ o r l l a r o is named 
governor of that city in the place of Codallos, who was 
sent for to join lhe president in Mexico; and Puebla, 
which used to be the great theatre of revolutions, has 
remained on this occasion in the most perfect neutrality, 
neither declaring for one party nor the other; probably 
the wisest course to pursue at this juncture. E v e r y one 
is of opinion that five hundred troops sent by Bustamante, 
would instantly put this mongrel army of Santa Anna's 
to flight; for though he has collected about a thousand 
men, he has not three hundred good soldiers. . . . 

O n (he oilier hand, Cieneral Paredes is marching in this 
direction with General Cor tázar , his orders from S a n t a 
Anna no doubt being to keep the president in play, and to 
divert his attention by treaties or preliminaries of treaties, 
whilst he continues to march with caution towards the 
capital. T h e great event to be dreaded by the govern
ment is a junction of the p ronunciado forces. A s long as 
they are separate, it is in no immediate danger; but like 
the bundle of rods, what can easily be broken separately, 
will assume strength when joined together. I make no 
further excuse for talking about politics. W e Inlk and 
l l i i n ! , o í Ut i le , r i : . , ' . 

21s t .—Yesterday (Sunday) we were startled by the 
inlelligenee, that Genenils Canalizo and Noriega had 
arrived at the village in the middle of the night, with a 
large troop, and that General Bustamante himself had 
made his appearance there at five in the morning : so that 
the peaceful litlle T lauapanl la had suddenly assumed a 
warlike appearance. As it lies on the direct road to G u a 
najuato there could be no doubt that they were marching 
to meet Paredes. C n immediately walked down to 
the village to pay his respects to the president, who was 
lodged at the curate's, and meanwhile General Noriega 
came to the hacienda to see the ladies. C — — n found the 



424 Life in Mexico 
president ve ry m u c h f a t i g u e d , h a v i n g passed four teen days 
and n igh t s under a rms , and in cons tan t anxie ty ; General 
Orbegoso was w i t h h i m . 

A f t e r b reakfas t we wen t d o w n to the v i l l age to sec the 
t roops , w h o were r e s t ing there for a few hours . T k ' 
cava l ry occupied the square, the horses s t and ing , and the 
men stretched asleep o n the g r o u n d , each soldier beside 
his horse. T h e in f an t ry occupied the chu rchya rd . Dread
ful ly f a t igued , they were l y i n g some on the grass , and 
others w i t h the i r heads p i l l o w e d o n the o ld tombstones, 
r e s t i ng as w e l l as they cou ld w i t h t he i r a rmour o n . Before 
they s tar ted, the curate said mass to them i n the square. 
There was a g o o d deal o f dif f icul ty i n p r o c u r i n g the most 
c o m m o n food for so many h u n g r y men. T o r t i l l a s had 
been baked i n haste, and a l i lhe hens i n the v i l l age were 
pu t i n r equ i s i t ion to ob t a in eggs fo r the president and his 
ofHecrs. W e sat d o w n i n a porch t o see them set o f f ; a 
melancholy s igh t enough , i n spite o f d r u m s b e a t i n g and 
t rumpe t s s o u n d i n g . A n o l d soldier, w h o came up to water 
his o w n and his master ' s horse, began to t a lk to us of 
w l m l WHM t¿n¡n¿¿ un, nml MCCIIMMI t in .y l lnn^ hut rn t lmuUiul i i 
a t the prospects of h imself and his comrades, a s su r ing us 
tha t the a r m y of General Paredes was double the i r number. 
H e was covered w i t h wounds received in the w q r against 
T e x a s , and expressed his i i n n conv ic t ion that w c should 
see the Comanche Ind ians on the streets o f M e x i c o one of 
these days ; a t w h i c h savage t r ibe he appeared t o have a 
mos t devout h o r r o r ; desc r ib ing to a g a p i n g audience the 
manner in w h i c h he had seen a pa r ty o f t hem devour three 
of t he i r pr isoners . . . . 

A b o u t fou r o ' c lock the s igna l for depar tu re was sounded, 
and they w e n t off amids t the cheers o f the people. 

22nd .—Grea t cu r io s i ty was exci ted yesterday afternoon, 
w h e n news was b r o u g h t us that Bus taman te , w i t h his 
generals and t roops , had re turned , and had passed through 
the v i l l age , on the i r way back to M e x i c o ! Some say that 
this re t rograde m a r c h is in consequence of a movement 
made i n M e x i c o b y General Va lenc ia—others t h a t i t has 
been caused by a message received f r o m General Paredes. 
W e pa id a v i s i t i n the even ing to the o l d curate, w h o was 
p r e t t y much i n the da rk , m o r a l l y and figuratively, i n a 
very large ha l l , where were assembled a number oí 
females, and one t a l low candle. Of course a l l were t a l k ing 
po l i t i c s , and especially d i scours ing o f the v i s i t of the 
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president the preced ing n i g h t , and of his depar ture i n 
the m o r n i n g , and of his r e t u r n in the a f te rnoon, and of 
the di f f icul ty o f p r o c u r i n g t o r t i l l a s fo r the men, and eggs 
for the officers. 

2 3 r d . — W e have received news this m o r n i n g o f the 
murder of o u r por te r , the Spania rd w h o m we had b r o u g h t 
from H a v a n a . H e had lef t us, and was employed as 
porter in a fabr ica (manufac to ry ) , where the wi fe and 
family of the p r o p r i e t o r resided. E i g h t o f General 
Valencia 's soldiers sal l ied f o r t h f r o m the c i tadel to rob 
this f ac to ry , and poor J o s é , the most f a i t h f u l and honest 
of servants , h a v i n g v a l i a n t l y defended the door , was 
cruelly murde red . T h e y a f te rwards entered the b u i l d i n g , 
robbed, and c o m m i t t e d dreadful out rages . T h e y are 
sell ing p r i n t e d papers t h r o u g h the streets to-day, g i v i n g 
an account o f i t . The men are t aken up , and i t is said 
w i l l be shot by orders o f the g e n e r a l ; b u t we doub t th i s , 
even t h o u g h a message has a r r i ved , r e q u i r i n g the a t t end
ance o f the padre who confesses c r i m i n a l s ; a F ranc i scan 
monk , w h o , w i t h var ious of his b re th ren , are l i v i n g here 
for Miifoly ni pn -MMil . 

T h e s i tua t ion of M e x i c o is melancholy . 
24 th . — N e w s have a r r i v e d that Genera l Paredes has 

a r r ived at the L e c h e r í a , an hacienda b e l o n g i n g to th i s 
family , about three leagues f rom San X a v i e r : and tha t 
f rom thence he sent one of the servants o f the f a r m to 
Mex ico , i n v i t i n g the pres ident to a personal conference. 
The f ami ly take th i s news of t he i r hacienda 's be ing t u r n e d 
into m i l i t a r y quar ters ve ry p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y ; the on ly pre
caut ion on these occasions be ing to conceal the best horses, 
as the pronunciados help themselves, w i t h o u t ce remony, 

[ to these useful quadrupeds, wherever they are t o be 
found. 

2 6 t h . — T h i s m o r n i n g , General Bus taman te and his 
troops a r r i v e d a t T l a n a p a n t l a , the president i n a coach. 
H a v i n g met C n on the road, he stopped fo r a few 
moments and i n f o r m e d h i m tha t he was on his w a y to 
meet General Paredes at the L e c h e r í a , where he hoped t o 
come to a compos i t i on w i t h h i m . W e l is tened a l l day 
w i t h anx ie ty , b u t hea r ing no firing, concluded tha t some 
ar rangement had i n fact been made. I n the even ing we 
wa lked ou t o n the h i g h - r o a d , and met the president, the 
governor , and the t roops a l l r e t u r n i n g . W h a t securi t ies 
Bustamante can have received, no one can i m a g i n e , b u t 
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i t is ce r ta in tha t they have mot w i t h o u t s t r i k i n g a blow. 
I t was nearly dusk as they passed, and the president 
b o w e d cheerful ly , w h i l e some o f the officers rode up , and 
assured us tha t a l l was set t led. 

Sunday, 2 7 t h . — C a v a l r y , i n f a n t r y , carr iages , cannon, 
etc. , are a l l pass ing t h r o u g h the v i l l a g e . These are the 
pronunciados , w i t h General Paredes, f o l l o w i n g to Mexico . 
Femin ine c u r i o s i t y induces me to s top here, and to join 
the pa r ty w h o are g o i n g d o w n to the v i l l age t o see them 
pass. . . . 

W e have j u s t re tu rned after a sunny w a l k , and an 
inspect ion o f the pronunc iados—they are too near Mexico 
n o w for me to v e n t u r e to cal l t hem the rebels. The 
i n f a n t r y , i t mus t be confessed, was i n a very r a g g e d ami 
ra ther d r u n k e n cond i t i on—the cava l ry better , having 
bo r rowed fresh horses as they wen t a l o n g . T h o u g h cer
t a in ly not point-device i n the i r accoutrements , the i r good 
horses, h i g h saddles, bronze faces, and pic turesque at t i re , 
had a fine effect as they passed a l o n g under the burn ing 
sun. The sick fo l lowed on asses, a n d amongs t them 
v u r Ú M i H umM-ulinc won ien , w i l I i AÍIrapes or umn^as JWHI 
l a rge s t r aw hats, t ied d o w n w i t h co loured handlccrchicfs, 
moun ted o n mules o r horses. T h e sumpier mules fol
l o w e d , c a r r y i n g provis ions , c a m p - b e d s , e t c . ; a n d various 
I n d i a n w o m e n t ro t t ed on foot in the r e a r , c a r r y i n g their 
husbands ' boots a n d c lothes. T h e r e w a s ce r ta in ly no 
beauty a m o n g s t t h e s e feminine f o l l o w e r s of the camp, 
especially a m o n g s t the m o u n t e d A m a z o n s , who looked like 
very ugly men i n a semi-female disguise . T h e whole ^ 
pa r ty are o n the i r way to Tacubaya , to j o i n Santa A n n a ! !.\ 
The game is nearly up n o w . Chech f r o m t w o k n i g h t s and ,| 
H cas t l e—from Santa A n n a a n d Paredes i n Tacubaya , and i) 
f r o m Va lenc ia i n the c i tadel . People a r e H y i n g i n all | 
d i rect ions , some f rom M e x i c o , a n d o thers f r o m Guadalupe p 
and Tacubaya . . . . ^ 

I t appears t ha t Santa A n n a was m a r c h i n g f r o m Puebla, 
fee l ing his way towards the capi ta l i n fear and t rembl ing . 
At: R i o F r i o a s en l ine r s g u n hav ing accidenta l ly gone off, 
W i q whole a r m y w e r e t h r o w n in to l h e most ludjeruus eon-
stcpnafcion and confus ion. Nea r O y o t l a the general ' s b r o w 
cleared up , f o r h e r e he was m e t by commiss ioners front 
the governrnent , Generals Orbegoso a n d Guyame. I n a 
m o m e n t the qu ick apprehension o f Santa A n n a saw that 
the day was his o w n . H e gave orders to cont inue the 
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march w i t h a l l spec} to Tacubaya , a f fec t ing to l i s ten to the 
proposals of the commiss ioners , amusing1 t h e m w i t h o u t 
compromis ing- himself , and offering- to t rea t w i t h t h e m a t 
Med ica l s i ngo . T h e y re turned w i t h o u t h a v i n g received 
any decided answer, and w i t h o u t , on the i r pa r t , h a v i n g 
g i v e n any assurance tha t h i s march should not be s t opped ; 
ye t he has been p e r m i t t e d to a r r ive unmoles ted a t T a c u 
baya, where Paredes has also a r r i v e d , and where he has 
been jo ined by General V a l e n c i a ; so t ha t the three p ro 
nunciado generals are now uni ted there to dispose o f the 
fate of the republ ic . . . . 

T h e same day General A l m o n t e had an i n t e r v i e w w i t h 
Santa A n n a , w h o said w i t h a smi le , w h e n he lef t h i m , 
" Es buen muchacho (he is a g o o d lad)—he may be of 
service to us y e t . " . . . 

T h e three a l l i ed sovereigns are n o w i n the a rchbishop ' s 
palace at Tacubaya , f r o m whence they are to d ic ta to to 
the president and the na t ion . B u t they are, i n fact , ch ie i ly 
occupied w i t h the i r respect ive engagements and respective 
r i g h t s . Paredes wishes to ful f i l his engagements w i t h the 
dc.pai Í men I s o f ( ¡ u a t i j u a l o , J; disco, Zacatecas, Aguas 
Calientes, Quere ta ro , etc. I n his p l a n he p romised them 
rel igioufi l o l c r a l i o n , permiss ion fo r fore igners to ho ld 
proper ty , and so on—the last , in fact , be ing his favour i t e 
project . Va lenc ia , on his side, has h is engagements to 
fulf i l w i l h the fedcraUsls, and has proposed S e ñ o r Pedraza 
as an in t eg ra l p a r t o f the regeneration-—one whose name 
w i l l g ive confidence n o w and ever to his pa r ty . General 
Santa A n n a has engagements w i t h himself . H e has deter
mined to c o m m a n d them a l l , and a l lows them to fight 
amongs t themselves, p r o v i d e d he governs . Paredes ia, 
in fact, fur ious w i t h Valencia , accus ing h im of h a v i n g 
interfered w h e n not wan ted , and of h a v i n g ru ined his p lan , 
by m i n g l i n g i t w i t h a r evo lu t i on , w i t h w h i c h i t had no 
concern. H e does not reilect that V a l e n c i a was the person 
who gave the m o r t a l w o u n d to the g o v e r n m e n t . H a d he 
not revol ted , Santa A n n a w o u l d no t have left Perotc , nor 
Paredes himself passed on unmoles ted. . . . 

T h e conserva t ive body has been i n v i t e d to g o to T a c u 
baya, hut has refused. T h e m a j o r i t y desire the election 
of Paredes, or o f any one who is no t Santa A n n a or 
Va lenc ia ; b u t Paredes himself , w h i l e d r a w i n g no very 
f la t ter ing p o r t r a i t of Santa Anna , declares tha t he is the 
only man i n the republ ic fit for the presidency—the only 
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m a n w h o can make h imse l f obeyed—in short , the on ly one 
capable o f t a k i n g those energet ic measures w h i c h the 
safety o f the republ ic requires. H e flatters h imse l f that 
he, at the head of his d iv i s ion , w i l l a lways keep Santa 
A n n a i n check ; as i f C o r t á z a r , w h o deserted Bustamante 
i n a momen t o f diff icul ty , could be depended on ! . . . 

M e a n w h i l e they are for t i fying- M e x i c o ; and some sup
pose tha t Bus tamante and his g-encrals have taken the 
rash de t e rmina t ion of permit t ingf a l l the i r enemies to unite, 
in order t o destroy them a t one b l o w . . . . 

29 th .—There be ing at present an armis t ice between the 
con tend ing par t ies , a document was publ ished yesterday, 
f r u i t s of the discussion of the al l ied powers a t Tacubaya. 
I t is called " las bases de T a c u b a y a , " and be ing published 
i n M e x i c o by General A l m o n t e , m a n y expected and hoped 
tha t a new pronunc iamien to w o u l d be the consequence; 
bu t i t has been qu ie t ly received, and the federalists wel
come i t as c o n t a i n i n g the foundat ions o f federal ism and 
popu l a r i t y . T h e r e are th i r t een ar t ic les , w h i c h are as 
f o l l o w : 

B y the first—It is the w i l l o f the n a i l o n that the supreme 
powers established by the c o n s t i t u t i o n o f '36 have ceased, 
excep t ing the j u d i c i a l , w h i c h w i l l be l i m i t e d in i ts functions 
to mat te r s pure ly j u d i c i a l , con fo rmab ly to the existing 
l aws . 

B y the second—A j u n t a is to be named, composed oí 
t w o deputies f r o m each depar tment , elected b y his Excel
lency the Commander - in -Ch ie f of the M e x i c a n a r m y , Don 
A n t o n i o Lopez de Santa A n n a , i n order that they may be j 
ent i re ly free to po in t ou t the person w h o is to hold the : 
executive power p rov i s iona l ly . Í 

B y the t h i r d — T h i s person is i m m e d i a t e l y to assume the : 
executive power , t a k i n g an oath in the presence of the j 
j u n t a to set for the we l fa re o f the n a t i o n . J 

B y the f o u r t h — T h e p rov i s iona l execut ive power shall i 
i n t w o months convoke a new congress, w h i c h , w i t h ample I 
powers , sha l l engage t o reconst i tu te the na t ion , as appears 
mos t sui table t o them. 

B y the f i f t h — T h i s congress e x t r a o r d i n a r y shal l reunite 
i n s ix mon ths af ter i t is convened, and shal l solely occup)' 
i tself in f o r m i n g the cons t i t u t i on . 

B y the s i x t h — T h e p r o v i n c i a l execut ive shall answer for 
Us acts before lhe first cons t i t u t iona l congress. 

B y the seventh—The prov inc ia l execut ive shal l have all 



President declares for Federalism 429 
the powers necessary for the o r g a n i z a t i o n of a l l the 
branches of the publ ic a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

By the e i g h t h — F o u r minis te rs shal l be named , o f 
foreign and home re la t ions , o f pub l i c i n s t r u c t i o n and 
Indust ry , of t reasury , and of w a r and mar ine . 

By the n i n t h — E a c h depar tment is to have t w o t r u s t 
w o r t h y ind iv idua l s to f o r m a counc i l , w h i c h shal l g i v e 
judgment i n a l l mat te r s on w h i c h they may be consul ted 
by the executive. 

By the t e n t h — T i l l th is counci l is named, the j u n t a w i l l 
fulfil i t s funct ions. 

By the e l e v e n t h — T i l l the republ ic is organized , the 
authorit ies i n the depar tments w h i c h have not opposed, 
and w i l l not oppose the na t iona l w i l l , shall cont inue . 

By the t w e l f t h — T h e genera l - in-chief and a l l the o ther 
generals p romise to fo rge t a l l the p o l i t i c a l conduc t of 
mi l i t a ry men or ci t izens d u r i n g the present cr is is . 

B y the t h i r t e e n t h — W h e n three days have passed af ter 
the e x p i r a t i o n of the present t ruce, i f the genera l - in-chief 
of the g o v e r n m e n t does n o t adopt these bases, t h e i r 
accomplishment w i l l be proceeded w i t h ; and they declare, 
in the name of the na t i on , t h a t th is gene ra l , and a l l the 
troops w h o f o l l o w h i m , and a l l the so-called au tho r i t i e s 
which counteract th i s n a t i o n a l w i l l , shal l be held respon
sible for al l the M e x i c a n b lood tha t m a y be uselessly shed, 
and w h i c h shal l be upon the i r heads. 

3 0 t h . — T o the as tonishment of a l l par t ies , Bus t aman te 
and h is generals p ronounced yesterday m o r n i n g fo r the 
federal system, and this m o r n i n g Bus t aman te has res igned 
the presidency. H i s mot ives seem n o t to be unders tood , 
unless a c i rcu lar , pub l i shed by General A l m o n t e , can t h r o w 
any l i g h t upon i h e m . 

" W i t h o u t mulv ing any c o m m e n t a r y , " he says, speak ing 
of the document o f Tacubaya , " u p o n this i m p u d e n t docu
ment, w h i c h proposes t o the M e x i c a n na t ion a m i l i t a r y 
government, and the mos t ominous o f d ic ta torsh ips i n 
favour o f the false defender o f publ ic l i b e r t y , of the m o s t 
ferocious enemy of every g o v e r n m e n t t ha t has exis ted i n 
the coun t ry , Í hasten to send i t to y o u , t ha t you m a y have 
it published i n th is state, where surely i t w i l l exci te the 
same i n d i g n a t i o n as i n an immense m a j o r i t y o f the i n h a b i t 
ants o f the cap i t a l , w h o , jealous o f the na t iona l g l o r y , and 
decided to lose e v e r y t h i n g in order t o preserve i t , have 
spontaneously proc la imed the re-establ ishment of the federal 
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system, the whole ga r r i son having' f o l l o w e d th i s impulse. 
T h e r e is no med ium between l ibe r ty and t y r a n n y ; and the 
g-overnment, relying- on the good sense of the nation, 
w h i c h w i l l no t see w i t h indifference the s lavery tha t is 
p r e p a r i n g fo r i t , puts i t se l f i n the hands of the states, 
resolved to s a c r i í i c e i t se l f o n the a l ta rs o f the c o u n t r y , or 
to s t r eng then i t s l i be r ty for ever. 

" I enclose the renunc ia t ion w h i c h H i s Excel lency Don 
Anastasio Bus tamante malees to (he pres idency ," etc. 

3 rd OololxM', T l i o u ^ h 11 very tit: m o r r a tic c r o w d col
lected, and federalism was p roc la imed in M e x i c o , it 
i ippcurs that no confidence in lhe ^ o v e r n i n c i i t was Inspired 
by th i s last measure. Some say tha t had Bustamante 
alone declared fo r the federal system, and had sent some 
effective cava l ry t o pro tec t the pronunciados o f t h a t party 
a l l t h r o u g h the c o u n t r y , he m i g h t have t r i u m p h e d s t i l l . 
Be tha t as i t may, General Canal izo pronounced for 
federal ism o n the second of October , b u t this is n o t fol
l o w e d up on the pa r t o f the Generals Bus tamante and 
A l m o n t e , w h i l e the vice-president , i i v t ' Jn ivn r r i n , has 
r e t i r ed lu hiy lumye, bhun lng A l m o n t e for having ' pub
l ished an oiBcial document w i t h o u t his k n o w l e d g e , l i ve ry -
t h i n g is in a tiLate of perfect anarchy and confusion. The 
l é p e r o s are g o i n g about a rmed , and no one remains in 
M e x i c o bu t those who are obl iged to do so. I t is said 
t ha t i n T a c u b a y a g rea t uneasiness prevai led as to the 
resul t of t ins new movement , and Santa Anna offered an 
a s y l u m there to the congress and conservat ive body, 
a l t h o u g h , by the u l t i m a t u m f rom T a c u b a y a , publ ished on 
the t w e n t y - e i g h t h , the cons t i t u t ion o f '36 was concluded, 
and o f course these au thor i t i es were po l i t i c a l l y dead. 

I had ha rd ly w r i t t e n lhese words when the r o a r i n g of 
cannon announced that hos t i l i t ies have recommenced. 

5 t h , — F o r the last few days, we have been l i s t en ing to 
the cannon, and even at th is distance, the noise reverberat
i n g amongs t the hi l ls is t remendous. The sound is ] 
h o r r i b l e ! The re is something- a p p a l l i n g , yet humbl ing , 
i n these manifes ta t ions o f man ' s w r a t h and man ' s power, 
when he seems t o usurp his M a k e r ' s a t t r ibu tes , and to 
m i m i c his thunder . The d iv ine spark k i n d l e d w i t h i n him, 
has t a u g h t h i m h o w (o d r a w these meta ls f rom the earth's 
b o s o m ; h o w to combine these simple mate r ia l s , so as to 
produce w i t h t h e m an effect as t e r r ib le as the thunderbolts 
o f heaven. Mis ear th ly passions have p r o m p t e d h im ^ ' 
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to w i e l d these ins t ruments of des t ruc t ion , as to deface 
God's image i n his f e l low-men . The power is so d i v i n e — 
the causes tha t i m p e l h i m to use tha t power are so p a l t r y ! 
The intel lect t h a t creates these messengers o f death is so 
near a k i n to d i v i n i t y — t h e mot ives tha t p u t t h e m i n ac t ion 
are so poor , so d e g r a d i n g even to h u m a n i t y ! 

O n the t h i r d , there was a shower o f bombs and shells 
rom the ci tadel , o f w h i c h some fell i n t o the palace, and 

one in our late residenre, the m i n t . A n engagement toolv 
place in lho V i i g i i ; and l l i o u g h I fus lamantc ' s pa r ly were 
íar thi l íy v i c to r ious , i t is said t ha t nei ther has much reason 

lii boast of the resul t . ( l ene ra l Kspinosa, an old insur
gent, a r r i v e d a t the v i l l age last n i g h t , and sent to request 
some horses f r o m the hacienda, w h i c h were sent h i m ' w i t h 
all convenient speed, tha t he m i g h t no t , accord ing to h i s 
usual p l an , come and take them. I n exchange f o r some 
iaif-dozen f a r m horses i n g o o d cond i t i on , he sent ha l f 

dozen lean, w r e t c h e d - l o o k i n g quadrupeds , the bones 
coming t h r o u g h the i r s k i n , skeletons fit for dissect ion. 

News have just a r r ived l o lhe c i f r a i tha t lust n i g h t , a t 
tiree o ' c lock , l l u s t a m a n l e suddenly lef t the c i ty , d r a w i n g 
off a l l his t roops f r o m the t u r r e t s , and l e a v i n g Genera l 
Jrbcgoso in the palace, w i t h one hundred men. I t was 

generally repor ted , tha t he had marched i n t o the i n t e r i o r , 
to b r i n g about a federal r e v o l u t i o n ; b u t i t appears t ha t 
he has a r r ived at Chiiidnlupe, and there t aken up h is 
tuar ters . A loud cannonad ing has been kep t up since 
ten o 'c lock , w h i c h keeps us a l l idle, l o o k i n g out fo r the 
smoke, and c o u n t i n g the number of discharges. 

6 t h . — A messenger has b r o u g h t the in te l l igence t h a t 
tiere had been more noise and smoke than s l a u g h t e r ; the 
cannons be ing p lan ted at such distances, that i t was 
impossible they cou ld do m u c h execut ion. N u m e r o u s 
bulletins are d i s t r i b u t e d ; some v io len t ly in f avour o f Bus ta 
mante and federa l i sm, fu l l of abuse and dread o f Santa 
Anna; others l a u d i n g tha t general t o the skies, as the 
saviour of his c o u n t r y . T h e a l l i ed forces be ing in numbers 
double those of Uus taman le , there is l i t t l e doubt o f the 
result. 

7 th .—.1 cap i tu l a t i on . Santa Anna is t r i u m p h a n t . H e 
made his .solemn en t ry into M e x i c o last even ing , Generals 
Valencia and Canal izo be ing at the head o f the un i t ed 
forces. N o t a so l i t a ry v i v a was heard as they passed 
nloni.;' the st ree l s ; nor nl ter wards , d u r i n g his speech i n 
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congress . 7V D o urn was sunn t l i i s n u n n i n g in iht: cnllic-Iw 
d r u l , the ¡ t r c h b i s l i o p i n person receiving- the new president.! h; 
W e have jus t r e t u r n e d f r o m M e x i c o , where we w e n t iiilul 
search of apa r tments , and w i t h g r e a t d i f l ieu l ty have foundlcc 
rooms i n the ho te l o f the Calle V e g a r a ; b u t we shall!la 
r ema in here a day or t w o longer . The re is no great l h; 
difference i n the genera l appearance o f the c i t y , except! si 
t h a t the shops are reopened, and t h a t most of the windows! E 
t\VO h l ' o l i c i i . 11 m n a lint r l y n l lc i" (tic nunnin;.; i.ci'cinony, I ul 
Santa A n n a re turned to lhe a rchbishop ' s palace at T a c i i - I U 
b a y a ; w h i c h residenre he prefers to l i te pres ident ' s palace I ni 
In M e x i c o . H i s r e t u r n there , after his I r i u i n p h a u t c iUry lp i 
i n t o the c a p i t a l , was ve ry m u c h en R i o — a re t inue of | h: 
splendid coaches w i t h fine horses, g o i n g a t fu l l speed; thela1 
genera l ' s c a r r i age d r a w n by four beau t i fu l w h i t e horses—-It! 
( b e l o n g i n g t o D o n F M ; the v e r y same tha t were ICÍ 
sent to b r i n g us i n to M e x i c o ) b r i l l i a n t aides-de-camp, and J a' 
an immense escort of c a v a l r y . T h u s concludes the revolu
t i o n o f 1842, t h o u g h n o t i t s effects. 

T h e new m i n i s t r y , up t o th is di \ te , are S e ñ o r Gomez 
Pcdrazu f o r F o r e i g n and H o m e R e l a t i o n s ; C a s t i l l o , «11 
pe t i t avocat f r o m Guadala ja ra , said to be a fur ious federal
i s t and L a t i n scholar, for Publ ic I n s t r u c t i o n ; General 
T o r n e i fo r W a r and M a r i n e ; and S e ñ o r D u f o o for the 
T r e a s u r y . V a l e n c i a proposed Paredes f o r the W a r De
p a r t m e n t ; b u t he decl ined, s ay ing , " N o , no, General—1 
unders tand y o u very w e l l . Y o u w a n t to d r a w me from 
off m y d i v i s i o n . " 

Those w h o k n o w Bus t aman te best, even those who 
mos t blame h i m for indecis ion and w a n t o f energy , agree 
on one p o i n t ; t h a t the t rue mot ives o f his conduct are to 
be found i n his co t i s l an t and earnest desire to spare human 
l i fe . 

L F T T F R T H E F O R T Y - S I X T H 

Santa Mónica—Solidity—Old Paintings—Anachronism—Babies and 
Nurses from the Cuna—Society—Funds—Plan—Indian Nurses— 
Carmelite Convent — Midnight Witrninjf — Old Villaf;(!5 and 
CIllUVllttH' I ml In 11 I lull) SHU MIIIi'-U Tim I -t-t licrla- -Kcrlility— 
Nolino Viejo—DuliiGss—Religious-lixei-cises—Return to Mexico-
Mexican Hotel — New Generals—Disturbances--General liusta-
mante—Inconvenience—Abuses in the name of Liberty—Verses-
Independence celebrated. ^ 

THE R e v o l u t i o n has lasted u p w a r d s of t h i r t y - f i v e days; 
and d u r i n g t h a t t ime , t h o u g h I have w r i t t e n of l i t t l e else, 
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we have been t a k i n g nu iny r ides ¡u the env i rons o f th i s 
hacienda, some of w h i c h were very in t e re s t ing ' . W e are 
also m a k i n g the m o s t o f our las t f ew days of M e x i c a n 
country l i fe . O n T h u r s d a y w e wen t o n horseback w i t h a 
large p a r t y t o v i s i t the m i l l of Santa M ó n i c a , an immense 
hacienda, w h i c h t r a d i t i o n , Í k n o w n o t w i t h w h a t t r u t h , 
supposes to have been i n f o r m e r days the p r o p e r t y o f 
D o ñ a M a r i n a ; a g i f t to her f r o m Cor tes . A t a l l events , 
at a later p u i i u d i t belonged to the A u g u s t i n e m o n k s , 
then to a M e x i c a n f a m i l y , w h o lost the i r fo r tune f r o m 
neglect or exi . ravagi ince. I t was b o u g h t b y the present 
proprietor for a c o m p a r a t i v e l y t r i l l i n g s u m , and produces 
him an annua l r en t o f t h i r t y - f i v e t housand do l la r s upon an 
average. T h e house is colossal , and n o t m o r e t h a n one-
third of i t occupied . T h e g r ana r i e s , o f so l id m a s o n r y , 
contain four teen thousand loads of c o r n — t h e y were b u i l t 
about t w o h u n d r e d and fifty years a g o . F r o m a l l the 
ne ighbour ing haciendas, and even f)rom m a n y d i s t a n t 
estates, the co rn is sent t o t h i s m i l l , a n d is here g r o u n d , 
deposited, a n d sold on accoun t of t he o w n e r , a c e r t a i n 
port ion deducted fo r the p r o p r i e t o r o f S a n t a M ó n i c a . I t 
seems s t range t h a t they shou ld have no w i n d m i l l s here, 
in a c o u n t r y colonized b y Spa in , w h e r e , a cco rd ing t o 
Cervantes, t hey were c o m m o n e n o u g h . T h e house is i n a 
commanding s i t u a t i o n , a n d the v i ews o f t h e m o u n t a i n s , 
especially f r o m the upper w i n d o w s , a r e v e r y g r a n d . I n 
some of the o l d , unoccupied a p a r t m e n t s , are some g o o d 
copies o f o ld p a i n t i n g s , the copies themselves o f anc ien t 
date. T h e r e is t he A n g e l a n n o u n c i n g t o E l i zabe th the 
birth o f Sa in t J o h n ; a H o l y F a m i l y , f r o m M u r i l l o ; the 
destruction o f Sodom and G o m o r r a h , w h i c h is one o f the 
best; p a r t i c u l a r l y the figures i n the f o r e g r o u n d , o f L o t 
and h is f a m i l y . L o t ' s w i f e stands i n the dis tance, a 
graceful figure j u s t c rys t a l l i zed , her head t u r n e d i n the 
direction o f the doomed c i t y . I l o o k e d i n t o every d a r k 
corner, i n hopes o f finding some o l d d a u b represen t ing 
Doña Á í a r i n a , b u t w i t h o u t success. T h e r e i s the s t r anges t 
conli'iist. possible between t h e s ç ha l f -abandoned palaces, 
and the i r ac tua l p rop r i e to r s . W e h a d beau t i fu l r i d i n g -
horses b e l o n g i n g t o the hacienda, and en joyed e v e r y t h i n g 
but the exceeding heat o f the sun, as w e g a l l o p e d home 
about one o ' c l ock . . . . 

As a specimen o f r a the r a r e m a r k a b l e anach ron i sm, w e 
were t o l d t h a t a jus t ice i n the v i l l a g e of T l a n a p a n t l a , 
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speaking- the o ther day of General B u s t a m a n t e , said, 
" Poor man—he is persecuted by a i l par t ies , j u s t as Jesus 
C h r i s t was b y the Jansenista, t he Sadducees, and the 
H o l y Fa the r s o f the Church I " W h a t a cu r ious oUa 
p o d r i d a the poor m a n ' s b r a i n m u s t be ! 

I n the m i d s t o f the r e v o l u t i o n , we were amused by a 
v e r y peaceful s i g h t — a l l the nurses b e l o n g i n g to the Cuna, 
o r F o u n d l i n g hosp i t a l , c o m i n g f r o m the d i l l e r e n t villages 
to receive the i r m o n t h l y wages . A m o n g s t the many 
char i tab le i n s t i t u t i o n s o f M e x i c o , there appears to me (in 
spi te of the m a n y prejudices e x i s t i n g aga ins t such ins t i tu 
t ions) none m o r e useful than th i s . These otherwise 
un fo r tuna t e ch i ld r en , the o f f s p r i n g of abject p o v e r t y or 
g u i l t , are lef t at the ga te o f the es tabl i shment , where 
they are received w i t h o u t any quest ions be ing a s k e d ; and 
f r o m tha t m o m e n t , they arc protec ted and cared fo r , by 
the best and noblest fami l ies i n the c o u n t r y . T h e members 
of the society consist o f the first persons i n M e x i c o , male 
and female. T h e men fu rn i sh the m o n e y ; the women 
g i v e their t i m e and a t t e n t i o n . T h e r e is no f ixed number 
of members , and amongs t t hem are the ladies i n whose 
house we n o w l i ve . T h e Pres iden t is the D o w a g e r Mar
quesa de V i v a n c o . W h e n the c h i l d has been about a 
m o n t h in t he Cuna, i t is sent, w i t h an I n d i a n ' n u r s e , to 
one o f the v i l l ages near M e x i c o . I f s ick or feeble it 
remains in the house, under the more immed ia t e inspection 
of the society. These nurses have a f iadora , a respon
sible person, w h o lives in the v i l l a g e , and answers for 
t he i r g o o d conduct . K a c h nurse is p a i d four dol la rs per 
m o n t h , a sufficient sum to induce any poor I n d i a n , wi th 
a f a m i l y , to add one to her s lock . K . u h l ady of the 
society has a cer ta in number under her pecul iar care, and 
g ives the i r c lothes , w h i c h arc poor e n o u g h , hut according 
to t he v i l l age f a sh ion . T h e ch i ld thus p u t ou t to nurse, 
is b r o u g h t back to I h e Cuna when weaned, and r e m a m * 
under the charge of the society for l i f e ; bu t of the 
hundreds and tons of hundreds l l m l have passed i h i o u g l i 
thch ' llilnd.s, :u ' i i ively Im:, ».>i]e IMVII I r l l . U> j ^ ruw IIJJ in the 
Cuna, T h e y arc cons tan l ly adopted by respeelable per
s o n » , who , accord ing to f l i c i r i n r l i u a l i o n o r nbih' l ics, b r i i i ^ 
t hem up e i ther as favoured servants , o r as the i r own 
c h i l d r e n ; a n d the c o n d i t i o n of a " h u é r f a n o , " an orphan, 
as a ch i ld f r o m the hosp i l a l is a lways r a i l e d , i s perfectly 
upon a level w i t h t h a t o f t i n - m o s t p i t t e d ch i l d of the 
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house. The nurses i n the Cuna are p a i d e i g h t dol lars per 
month. 

U p w a r d s o f a h u n d r e d nurses and babies a r r i v e d o n 
Sunday, t a k i n g up the i r s t a t i o n on the g rass , under t he 
shade o f a l a r g e ash-tree i n the c o u r t y a r d . The nurses 
are i n v a r i a b l y b r o n z e ; the babies genera l ly da rk , t h o u g h 
there was a s p r i n k l i n g o f fa i r E n g l i s h or Ge rman faces 
amongst t hem, w i t h blue eyes and b londe ha i r , appa ren t ly 
not the g r o w t h o f M e x i c a n l and . Grea t a t t e n t i o n to c lean
liness canno t be hoped for f r o m th i s class, b u t the babies 
looked hea l thy and con ten ted . Each nurse h a d to present 
a paper w h i c h had been g i v e n her for t h a t purpose, con
taining her o w n name, the name o f the c h i l d , and t h a t of 
the lady under whose p a r t i c u l a r charge she was. Such 
a s — " M a r i a Jos i fa—baby Juan i t a de los San tos—be long
ing to the S e ñ o r a D o ñ a M a t i l d e i?——-, g i v e n on such a 
day to the charge o f M a r i a Josefa ." C o n s t a n t l y the nurse 
had los t th is paper, and imposs ib le fo r her t o r emember 
more t h a n her o w n n a m e ; as to w h o g a v e her the baby , 
or w h e n she g o t i t , was e n t i r e l y beyond her powers o f 
calculation. H o w e v e r , t hen s tept f o r w a r d the f i adora 
Doña T o m a s o , a sens ib le - look ing v i l l a g e dame, g r a v e and 
important as became her s i t u a t i o n , and gave an account 
of the nurse and the baby, w h i c h be ing sa t i s fac tory , the 
copper was swept i n t o the nurse ' s lap , and she a n d her 
baby w e n t a w a y conten ted . I t was pleasant to see the 
kindness o f the ladies to these poor w o m e n ; h o w they 
praised the care t h a t had been t aken o f the bab ie s ; 
admired the s t r o n g and hea l thy ones, w h i c h indeed nea r ly 
all w e r e ; t o o k an in te res t i n those w h o l o o k e d paler , o r 
less r o b u s t ; and h o w fond and p r o u d the nurses were o f 
their c h a r g e s ; and h o w l i t t l e o f a h i r e d , mercenary , 
hospital fee l ing exisfed a m o n g them a l l . . . . 

A j u d g e in the v i l l a g e , w h o comes here f r equen t ly , a 
pleasant and w e l l - i n f o r m e d m a n , amused us th i s e v e n i n g 
by r e c o u n t i n g t o us b o w he had once f o r m e d a de te rmina -
lion to b r r o m r a m o n k , l l u o i i g h MMUU'II fear, l í e l n g sent 
by gove rnmen t to T o h i c a , sonic years ago , t o inqu i re i n t o 
llie p r i v a t e p o l i t i c n l conduct of a Y o r k i n o , he found t h a t 
his only means of r e m a i n i n g there unsuspected, and also 
of o b t a i n i n g i n f o r m a t i o n , was to lodge i n the convent o f 
the Carmel i t e f r i a r s . The padres accommoda ted h i m w i t h 
a c t ; l l , and a s s iMrd h i m very cf l i rarmu.sly ¡n his researches. 
Ilul tin1 fir-;! n i g h t , be ing atone in his ce l l , the conven t 
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l a rge and dreary , and the w i n d howling- l u g u b r i o u s l y ove 
the p la ins , he was awakened at n i g h t b y a deep sepukhra 
voice , apparen t ly close t o h is ear, t o l l i n g f o r t h thest 
w o r d s : 

"Hermanos, en L1 sepulcro acaba, 
Todo lo que el mundo alaba ! " 

" M y brothers, all must finish in the tomb! 
Of all that men extol, this is the doom." 

E x c e e d i n g l y s t a r t l ed , he sp r ang up , and opened the dooi 
o f his cel l . A d i m l a m p f a i n t l y i l l u m i n a t e d the long 
v a u l t e d ga l le r ies , and the m o n k s , l i k e shadows , were 
g l i d i n g to m i d n i g h t prayer . I n the dreariness of the 
n i g h t , w i t h the so lemn w o r d s s o u n d i n g i n h is ear l ike a 
w a r n i n g k n e l l , he came t o the sa t i s fac tory conc lus ion that 
a l l was v a n i t y , and t o the d e t e r m i n a t i o n tha t the ve ry next 
day he w o u l d re t i re f r o m the w o r l d , j o i n th i s ho ly brother 
hood , and b i n d h imse l f t o be a Carmel i t e f r i a r fo r life. 
T h e day b r o u g h t counse l , the cheer fu l sunbeams dispelled 
the tfloom, r v o n w i t h i n lho. o ld c u n v e n l , nnd his scruples 
uf iiputieioiictj; n iu lu- i ! ¡ivvíty. 

The re are o l d v i l l ages and o l d churches i n th is neigh 
b o u r h o o d tha t w o u l d d e l i g h t au a n t i q u a r y . I n the church
y a r d o f the v i l l a g e o f San Andres , is the m o s t beautiful 
w e e p i n g ash I ever saw. W e t o o k shelter f r o m the sun 
yes te rday under i t s g i g a n t i c shadow, and l ay there as 
under a g reen vau l t . W e saw to-day , near ano ther soli
t a r y o l d c h u r c h , one o f the I n d i a n oven-baths , the temcz-
cal l i s , b u i l t o f b r i c k s , i n w h i c h there is ne i ther al terat ion 
n o r i m p r o v e m e n t since the i r first i nven t i on , heaven alone 
k n o w s i n w h a t cen tu ry . 

9 t h . — W e rode las t even ing to another estate belonging 
t o th is f a m i l y , cal led San M a t e o , one of the p re t t i e s t places 
o n a s m a l l scale we have seen here. T h e r o a d , or rather 
p a t h , led us t h r o u g h fields, covered w i t h the greatest 
p ro fus ion of b r i g h t y e l l o w s in i f lowcrs and scar let dahlias, 
so ta l l t h a t they came up to our horses ' ears. T h e house 
is b u i l t i n the co t t age style Hhe f i rs t specimen o f tha t style 
w e have scon l iero) , w i t h l h e ; piazza in h u n t , l a rge trees 
shad ing i t , and a b e a u t i f u l v iew f r o m the h e i g h t on which 
i t stands. I t has ra the r an E n g l i s h t h a n a Spanish look. 
N o one l ives there b u t the agen t and his w i f e — a n d a 
fierce d o g . 

n t h . — T h i s m o r n i n g w è rose at five, mouni f -d <:T 
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•vejjiorses, and accompanied by S e ñ o r E , together w i t h 

the a d m i n i s t r a d o r and the o l d ga rdener , set off to t a k e 
our las t l o n g r ide f r o m San X a v i e r ; for t h i s e v e n i n g we 
return to M e x i c o . T h e m o r n i n g was fine and f resh , the 
very m o r n i n g fo r a g a l l o p , and the c o u n t r y l o o k e d beau
tiful. W e rode first t o the L e c h e r í a , where Generals 
Bustamante and Paredes had the i r l as t event fu l confer
ence, h a v i n g passed on o u r w a y va r ious o l d churches and 
villages, a n d another hacienda also b e l o n g i n g to t h i s 
family, whose estates seem countless . T h e L e c h e r í a is a 
large unoccupied house, o r occupied on ly by the a d m i n i s 
trador and h is f a m i l y , f t is a fine b u i l d i n g , and i t s c o u r t 
yard w i t h i n is filled w i t h flowers; b u t h a v i n g ne i the r 
garden nor trees near i t , seems ra the r l o n e l y ; and m u s t 
have been s t a r t l ed to find i t se l f the rendezvous o f c o n t e n d 
ing chief ta ins . I t is s u r r o u n d e d by fe r t i l e and p ro f i t ab le 
fields o f c o r n and maize. W e s ta id bu t a sho r t t i m e i n 
the house, and h a v i n g observed w i t h due respect the 
chamber where the generals confer red toge ther , r e m o u n t e d 
our l i or t iCH mu! rodo on . 1 lu ivc no d o u b l , by the w a y , 
thai. Uielr a i c e t i n g WUÜ the must iunlcable In iugUiab lc . 
I never saw a c o u n t r y where opponent part ies bear so 
little rea l i l l - w i l l to each other . I t a l l seems to evapora te 
in w o r d s . I do not bel ieve t ha t there is any real bad 
feeling subs i s t ing a t th is m o m e n t , even be tween the t w o 
rival genera l s , B u s t a m a n t e and Santa A n n a . San ta A n n a 
usurped the presidency, p a r t l y because he w a n t e d i t , a n d 
partly because i f he had no t , some one else w o u l d ; 
but I am conv inced t h a t i f they m e t b y chance i n a 
d rawing- room, they w o u l d g i v e each other as c o r d i a l an 
ambrazo (embrace) , M e x i c a n fash ion , as i f n o t h i n g h a d 
happened. 

O u r road led us t h r o u g h a beau t i f u l t r a c k o f c o u n t r y , 
all b e l o n g i n g to the L e c h e r í a , t h r o u g h p a t h w a y s t h a t 
skirted the fields, where the p l o u g h had n e w l y t u r n e d u p 
the r ichest possible so i l , and w h i c h we re bordered by w i l d 
flowers and shady trees. F o r miles o u r p a t h lay t h r o u g h 
a t h i c k ca rpe t i ng o f the most beau t i fu l w i l d flowers i m a 
ginable : b r i g h t scarlet dahl ias , gaudy sunf lowers , t oge the r 
with purple and l i l ac , and pale s t r aw-co loured b lossoms, 
to a l l w h i c h the ga rdener gave bu t the genera l name o f 
mirasoles ( sunf lower) . T h e purp le convo lvu lus t h r e w i t s 
creeping branches on the g r o u n d , o r a l o n g w h a t e v e r 
it cou ld embrace ; whi l e a l l these b r i g h t flowers, some 
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g r o w i n g to a g r e a t he igh t , seemed, as w e rode b y thet 
to be H a u n t i n g past us in the i r g a y co lours , l ike peasan 
i n t he i r ho l iday dresses. The g r o u n d also was enamellf ft 
w i t h a l i t t l e l o w i n q u i s i t i v e - l o o k i n g b lossom, b r i g h t yelloi 
w i t h a peeping b r o w n eye ; a n d the whole , besides forn 
i n g the gayes t assemblage of co lours and g r o u p s , gai 
to the air a del icious f ragrance . 

B u t a t l as t we lef t these fe r t i l e g r o u n d s , and began t 15 
ascend the h i l l s , p a r t o f w h i c h af ford pas ture for th 
docks , t i l l , s t i l l h ighe r up , they become per fec t ly a r i d an 
s tony . H e r e the w h o l e landscape l ooks b leak and drear) 
excep t i ng t h a t the eye can res t u p o n the d i s t an t moun 
ta ins , o f a beau t i fu l b lue , l i k e a peep of the promise 
l a n d f r o m M o u n t N e b o . A f t e r h a v i n g rode four leagues 
the l a t t e r p a r t over t h i s s ter i le g r o u n d , a f f o r d i n g bu t ai 
insecure f o o t i n g f o r our horses, we descried, l o w down ii 
fL va l l ey , an o l d s a d - l o o k i n g b u i l d i n g , w i t h a ru ined mi 
a n d some trees. T h i s was the object of o u r r i d e ; thf 
" m o l i n o v i e j o " (o ld m i l l ) , another hacienda b e l o n g i n g t< 
these r i c h l ady p r o p r i e t o r s ; and prof i table o n account 0 
the fine pas tu ro w h i c h sonic of lhe M i i T o i i m l i n g h i l l s afford 
N o t h i n g cou ld l o o k m o r e so l i t a ry . M a g d a l e n e m i g h t hav< 
l e f t her desert , a n d ended her days there, withoul 
m a t e r i a l l y b e t t e r i n g her s i t u a t i o n . T h e on ly s ign of life 
i s a s t r eam t h a t runs r o u n d a very p r o d u c i i v e smal l orchan 
i n f r o n t o f the house, w h i l e o n a h i l l beh ind are a few 
m a g u e y p lan t s , and o n the m i r a d o r , i n f r o n t o f the house 
some creepers have been t ra ined w i t h a g o o d deal o f taste 
There are b leak h i l l s in f r o n t — h i l l s w i t h a scanty herbage 
beh ind i t , and everywhere a st i l lness t h a t makes i t s e l f felt ; 
w h i l e , s t range c i rcumstance i n t h i s coun t ry ! there is not 
even a c h u r c h w i t h i n a league and a half . T h e r e has 
been a chapel i n the house, hu t the g i l d e d p a i n t i n g s are 
f a l l i n g f r o m the w a l l s — t h e a l tar is b r o k e n , and the floor 
covered w i t h dr ied c o r n . T h e agen t ' s w i f e , w h o si ts here 
f i \ \ alone, mus t have t ime to collect her sca t tered thoughts, 
a n d p l en ty o f o p p o r t u n i t y for re l l ec t ion and self-examina* 
t i o n . C e r t a i n i t is , she ^ a v c us a very g o o d btuakfiist, 
w h i c h we a t tacked l i k e lami.sl icd p i í g r i m s ; and shortly 
^ f t e r t o o k our leave. 

. T h e hea t on the shadeless hi l l s had n o w become intense. 
I t is on ly on such occasions that one can f u l l y appreciate 
{he sufferings of Regt th ts . "We r e t u r n e d b y the carriage-
r o a d , a t r a c k between t w o hi l l s , composed o f ruts íimí 
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iiei stones, and l a rge holes. O n the m o s t ba r ren p a r t s o f 

these h i l l s , there sp r ings a t ree w h i c h the Ind i ans ca l l 
gu isachel ; i t resembles the savine, a n d produces a b e r r y 

10 of w h i c h i n k is made . T h e r o a d was bo rde red b y bushes, 
covered w i t h w h i t e blossoms, ve ry f r a g r a n t . W e g a l l o p e d 
as fas t as o u r horses w o u l d ca r ry us , to escape f r o m the 
sun; and passed a p r e t t y v i l l a g e on the h i g h road , w h i c h 
is a fine b r o a d causeway i n g o o d r epa i r , l e a d i n g t o Gua -
naxuato. W e also passed San M a t e o , and then rode ove r 
the fields fas t home, where we a r r i v e d , l o o k i n g l i k e b r o i l e d 
potatoes. . . . 

W e had a conver sa t ion w i t h th i s m o r n i n g , on the 
subject of the " e j e r c i c i o s " ce r ta in r e l ig ious exercises, to 
which, i n M e x i c o , men as w e l l as w o m e n annua l ly devote 
a ce r ta in n u m b e r o f days , d u r i n g w h i c h they r e t i r e f r o m 
the w o r l d t o a r e l i g ious house or conven t , set apa r t fo r 
that purpose , of w h i c h some receive male and other female 
devotees. H e r e they fas t and p ray and receive r e l i g i o u s 
ins t ruc t ion , and med i t a t e upon re l ig ious subjects d u r i n g 
the p e r i o d o f the i r re t rea t . A respectable merchan t , w h o , 
in compl iance w i t h this c u s t o m , la te ly r e t i r ed for a few 
days t o one of these r e l i g i o u s es tabl ishments , w r o t e , o n 
entering there, t o his head c l e rk , a y o u n g man to w h o m 
he w a s m u c h a t tached , i n f o r m i n g h i m t h a t he had a 
presentiment t h a t he w o u l d n o t leave the convent a l ive , 
but w o u l d die b y the t i m e his devo t iona l exercises w e r e 
completed; g i v i n g h i m some g o o d advice as to h is fu tu re 
conduct, t oge the r w i t h h i s las t i n s t ruc t i ons as t o h is o w n 
affairs. H e ended w i t h these w o r d s : " h a s t a la e t e rn i 
dad! '* u n t i l e t e rn i ty ! T h e le t te r p roduced a s t r o n g , effect 
on the m i n d o f the y o u n g m a n ; bu t s t i l l more , w h e n the 
merchant d i ed a t the end of a few days, as he h a d p re 
dicted, and was ca r r i ed f r o m the convent to his g r a v e . 
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M E X I C O , Calle Vergara, 12th. 

W e reached M e x i c o last even ing , and t o o k up o u r 
quarters i n an i nn or hote l kept by an E n g l i s h w o m a n , and 
tolerably clean, t h o u g h o f c o u r s e not very agreeable. A 
number of p ronunc iado o l l k e r s are also he re—amongs t 
others, General —-—, w h o I hope w i l l be ob l iged to g o 
soon, t h a t w e may have his p a r l o u r ; a mys te r ious E n g l i s h 
couple; a w o u n d e d Colone l , an o l d g e n t l e m a n , a fixture i n 
the house, etc. T h e r e is a table d ' h ó t e , b u t I believe no 
ladies dine there. I n v i t a t i o n s to t ake up o u r quar te r s i n 
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pr iva t e houses have been pressed upon us w i t h a kindness 
a n d c o r d i a l i t y di f f icul t to resist . . . . 

T h o u g h po l i t i c s are the on ly t op i c o f in te res t a t present 
I t h i n k y o u w i l l care l i t t l e for h a v i n g an account o f the 
J u n t a o f Representa t ives , or of the elect ions, w i t h their 
chiefly m i l i t a r y members . Considering- by w h o m the 
members are chosen, and the object, fo r w h i c h they are 
elected, the resul t o f the i r de l ibera t ions is, as y o u may 
suppose, p r e t t y wel l Unowi i bu io r c l i and . M i l i t a r y power 
is s t rengthened by every act, and a l l t h i s power is vested 
i n the comnia iKlers - in -cb ic f . N e w batches of genera ls are 
made, i n order to r e w a r d the la te d i s t i ngu i shed services 
of the officers, a n d colonels by hundreds . Eleven generals 
were created i n the d i v i s i o n o f Paredes alone. M o n e y has 
been g i v e n t o the t roops i n the palace, w i t h orders to 
purchase new u n i f o r m s , w h i c h i t is said w i l l be very 
b r i l l i a n t . T h e r e appears, genera l ly speak ing , a g o o d deal 
of ha l f - smothered d iscontent , and i t is wh i spe red t ha t even 
the r e v o l u t i o n a r y bankers are h a l f repentant and look 
g l o o m y . T h e only oppos i t i on paper is " U n Pe r iód ico 
M a s ; " one more pe r iod ica l—the otners are a l l min is te r ia l . 

I n the s o u t h there has been some t roub l e w i t h Generals 
B r a v o and A lva rez , w h o w i s h t ha t p a r t o f the c o u n t r y to 
g o v e r n i t s e l f u n t i l the m e e t i n g o f congress. T h e r e was 
some t a l k o f p u t t i n g V a l e n c i a at the head o f the troops 
w h i c h are des t ined to m a r c h aga ins t t h e m , b u t there are 
n o w nego t i a t i ons p e n d i n g , and i t is supposed there wi l l 
be some agreement made w i t h o u t c o m i n g to bloodshed, 
í t U MtiUl l l t i l t u r tk rw wr-rn l o < ¡ r n c i i i ! A l m o n t e to 
leave the r epub l i c , and t h a t he answered the despatch with 
firmness, r e f u s i n g to acknowledge the a u t h o r i t y of Santa 
A n n a . Genera l B u s t a m a n t e , w h o is n o w in Guadalupe, 
in tends to leave the scene of his disasters w i t h i n a few 
months . C n pa id h i m a v i s i t l a t e ly , and though 
scarocly recovered f rom his fa t igues bo th of body and 
m i n d , he appears cheerful and res igned, and w i t h a l l the 
t r a n q u i l l i t y w h i c h can be insp i red on ly by a g o o d con
science, and the c o n v i c t i o n o f h a v i n g done his d i t t y to the 
Vest o f his ab i l i t i e s . . . . . i 

A s for us personal ly , th i s r e v o l u t i o n has been the most' 
Inconvenien t r e v o l u t i o n t h a t ever t o o k p l ace ; d o i n g us all 
manne r o f m i sch i e f ; s t o p p i n g the sale o f our furni ture, : 
t h r o w i n g p u r affairs i n t o c o n f u s i o n ; o v e r t h r o w i n g al l our 
plans, and p r o b a b l y d e l a y i n g our depar tu re u n t i l December 
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5síor January . B u t i n these cases, every one m u s t suffer 

more o r less; and m e a n w h i l e , w e are su rounded by f r iends 
and by f r i end ly a t t en t ions . I t w i l l be imposs ib le fo r us t o 

to leave M e x i c o w i t h o u t regre t . I t requires n o t h i n g b u t a 
settled g o v e r n m e n t to m a k e i t one o f the first coun t r i es 
in the w o r l d . Santa A n n a has m u c h i n his power . Reste 
ò savo i r h o w he w i l l use t h a t power . Perhaps i n these 
last years of t r a n q u i l l i t y , w h i c h he has spent o n his estate, 
he may have m e d i t a t e d to some purpose. 

I t is s i n g u l a r h o w , in t r y i n g to avo id sma l l evi ls , w e 
plunge i n t o u n k n o w n gu l f s of m i s e r y ; and h o w I h i l e w e 
reflect tha t ' i t m i g h t be wise r to 

" Bear those ills we have. 
Than (ly to others that we know not of." 

Every one has heard of t he abuses t ha t p roduced the first 
revolut ion i n M e x i c o — o f the g r e a t i nequa l i t y o f r iches, o f 
the d e g r a d a t i o n o f the I n d i a n s , of the h i g h prices o f 
b re ign goods , o f t he I n q u i s i t i o n , of the ignorance o f the 
jeople, the b a d s ta te o f the colleges, the d i f f i cu l ty o f 
obta in ing jus t ice , the influence o f the c l e r g y , a n d the 
ignorance i n w h i c h the M e x i c a n y o u t h were purpose ly 
cept- W h i c h o f these evi ls has been remedied? F o r e i g n 
foods are cheaper, and the I n q u i s i t i o n is n o t ; b u t t h i s 
ast u n c h r i s t i a n i n s t i t u t i o n h a d surely g r a d u a l l y l o s t i t s 
lower before the days o f the las t v i c e r o y ? — B u t i n the 
sacred name o f L i b e r t y , every abuse can be to le ra ted . 

"O lalul IUIIIX:, inlalcuiU;! ul nuniklud, 
Phantom, too radiant and too much adored ! 

Deceitful .Star, whose beams are bright to blind, 
Although their more benignant inlluenee poured 

The light of glory on the Switzer's sword, 
And hallowed Washington's immortal name. 

Liberty ! Thou when absent how deplored, 
And when received, how wasted, till thy name 

Grows tarnished; shall mankind, ne'er cease to work thee shame? 

"Not from the blood in fiercest battle shed, 
Nor deeds heroical as arm can do, 

]s the true strength of manly freedom bred, 
Restraining tyranny and licence too, 

The madness of the many and the few. 
L a n d , whose new beauties I behold revealed, 

Is this not true, and bitter as 'tis true? 
The ruined fane, the desolated field, 

The ruffian-haunted road, a solemn answer yield. 
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"Where look the loftiest Cordilleras down 

From summits hoary with eternal snow 
On Montezuma's venerable town 

And storied vale, and L a k e of Mexico, 
These thoughts the shade of melancholy throw 

On all that else wore fair, and gay, and grand 
As nature in her glory can bestow. 

For never yet, though libera] her hand, 
So variously hath she adorned, enriched one land. 

"What boots it that from where the level deep 
Basks in the tropic sun's o'erpowVing light 

To where yon mountains lift their wintry steep, 
All climes, all seasons in one land unite? 

What boots it (hat her buried enves arc bright 
With wealth iiitloUl of gold or silver ore? 

While, checked by anarchy's perpetual blight, 
Industry trembles 'mid her hard-earned store, 

While rapine riots near in riches stained with gore? 

" O sage regenerators of mankind 1 
Patriots of nimble tongun and systems crude! 

How many regal tyrannies combined, 
So many fields of massacre have strewed 

As you, and your attendant turt-ihroat brood? 
Man works no mlrmicii ¡ loin; (oil, lon^' thi'ii^lil. 

Joined to experience, may achieve imtcli good, 
Hut to create new systems out of nought. 

Is fit for Htm alone, the universe who wrouglu. 

" But what hath such an hour of such a day 
To do with human crimes, or earthly gloom? 

Far wiser to enjoy while yet we may, 
The mock-bird's song, (he orange flower's perfume, 

The freshness thai the sparkling fountain showers. 
Let nations reach their glory or their doom, 

Spring will return to dress yon orange bowers. 
And flowers will still bloom on, and bards will sing of flowers." 

2 r s t . — I n pursuance of the Ins t -mcnt ioned advice, we 
have been breakfast ing- to-day at T a c u b a y a , w i t h the 
min i s t e r and his f a m i l y , and enjoying- ourselves there in 
M a d a m e • 's ga rden . W e have also j u s t r e tu rned from 
the Marquesa de 's, where we had a pleasant evening, 
and met General Paredes, w h o m I l i k e v e r y m u c h ; a real 
soldier , t h i n , p la in , b l u n t , and al l haolvcd w i t h wounds . 

a j r i l . -—C—— ii has brt-n d in ing a t the — — minis ter ' s , 
where he m e t a l l the g r e a t actors in the present drama, 
and had an agreeable p a r t y . W e are n o w t h i n k i n g of 
m a k i n g o u r escape f r o m th i s hote l , and o f t a k i n g a horse
back j ou rney i n t o Michoacan , which" sha l l occupy a month 
o r s ix weeks. M e a n t i m e I a m v i s i t i n g , w i t h the Señor i t a ap 
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• , every hosp i t a l , j a i l , col lege, and madhouse i n 
Mexico ! 

2 6 t h . — T o - d a y they are celebrating" the i r independence. 
All the bells in a l l the churches, b e g i n n i n g w i t h the 
cathedral, are p e a l i n g — c a n n o n f i r i n g — r o c k e t s r u s h i n g u p 
into the a i r—San ta A n n a i n the A l a m e d a , speechifying-—• 
troops g a l l o p i n g — l i t t l e boys r u n n i n g — T e D e u m c h a n t i n g 
—crowds of men and w o m e n j o s t l i n g each o t h e r — t h e 
streets covered w i t h ca rnages , the balconies covered w i t h 
people—the P a s é o expected to be c r o w d e d . I have 
escaped to a qu ie t r o o m , where I am t r y i n g to find t i m e 
[0 make up m y let ters before the packet goes . I conclude 
this j u s t as the d i c t a to r , w i t h his b r i l l i a n t staff, has 
driven off to Tacubaya . 

L E T T E R T H E F O R T Y - S E V E N T H 

Opera — Santa Anna and his S u i t e — H i s Appearance — Belisário — 
Solitary " Viva / "—Brilliant House—Military Dictatorship—Scm 
Jmin «/d Dios— llo.spiliil </<.' Jtuttx—("miít—i)|i | VVomun and ]iuL»y 
—DHTereiU Apart munis—Acordada—Junta—Female Prisoners— 
Chief Ciinie — Travaux For cês — Children — Male Prisoners — 
Forçais — Soldicr'-s (iamhliiif; — Chapel — Confessional — Insane 
Hospital—Frenchmen—Different Kinds of Insanity-—Kitchen— 
Dinner—Insane Monk—" Black Chamber "—Soldiers—College— 
Santa Anna's Leg;—Projects—All Saints—Señora P a—Leave-

jjlh November. 

A GREAT j u n c i ó n was g i v e n in the opera i n h o n o u r o f h i s 
excellency. T h e theat re was m o s t b r i l l i a n t l y i l l u m i n a t e d 
with w a x l i g h t s . T w o p r i n c i p a l boxes were t h r o w n i n t o 
one for the p res iden t and h is sui te , and l ined w i t h c r i m s o n 
and g o l d , w i t h draper ies o f the same. T h e s ta ircase 
leading to the second t ier w h e r e this box was , was l i g h t e d 
by and l ined a l l the w a y up w i t h r o w s o f f o o t m e n i n 
crimson and g o l d l i v e r y . A c r o w d of gen t l emen s tood 
wait ing i n the lobby for the a r r i v a l of the hero o f the f ê l e . 
He r . i n i r ¡il lasl in rog . i l s late , CMrri;ij;-es and ou t r ide r s a t 
full g a l l o p ; h imsel f , staff and suite , i n splendid u n i f o r m . 
As he entered, S e ñ o r Roca presented h i m w i t h a l i b r é t t o 
of the opera, b o u n d i n red and g o l d . W e m e t the g r e a t 
man en face, and he s topped, and gave us a cord ia l r ecog
nition. T w o years have made l i t t l e change in h i m i n 
appearance. H e re ta ins the same i n t e r e s t i n g , r e s igned . 
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a n d ra ther melancholy exp re s s ion ; the same qu ie t voice 
a n d g r ave bu t agreeable m a n n e r ; a n d su r rounded by 
pompous ofiicers, he alone looked qu ie t , g e n t l e m a n l y , and 
h i g h b r ed . T h e thea t re was c r o w d e d to suffocation 
boxes, p i t , a n d gal ler ies . The re was no applause as he 
entered. One so l i t a ry voice in t he p i t said " V i v a Santa 
A n n a 1 " b u t i t seemed checked b y a s l i g h t m o v e m e n t of 
d i s app roba t ion , scarcely a m o u n t i n g t o a m u r m u r . The 
opera was Be l i s a r i u s ; considered à p r o p ô s to the occasion, 
and was rea l ly beau t i fu l ly m o n t é e ; the dresses new and 
superb—the decora t ions handsome. T h e y b r o u g h t i n real 
horses, and Bel i sar ius entered i n a t r i u m p h a l chariot 
d r a w n b y w h i t e s teeds; b u t for t h i s the stage i s infinitely 
t oo smal l , and the horses p l u n g e d a n d pranced so des 
pera te ly , t h a t Bel i sar ius wise ly j u m p e d ou t a n d finished 
his ar ia o n foo t . T h e t w o p r i m a donnas acted together— 
the wi fe and daugh te r o f the h e r o — b o t h about the same 
age, and dressed ve ry w e l l . B u t . t h e Cas te l lan ' s voice is 
n o t sui ted to the opera, and the mus ic , beau t i fu l as i t is, 
was the least effective p a r t o f the affair . T h e generals , in 
t he i r scarlet and g o l d u n i f o r m s , sat l i k e peacocks sur 
r o u n d i n g San ta A n n a , w h o looked modest and ret i r ing, 
a n d as i f qu i t e unaccus tomed to the pub l i c gaze ! The 
boxes we re ve ry b r i l l i a n t — a l l the d i amonds t a k e n ou t for 
the occasion. H i s Exce l lency is by no means indifferent 
to b e a u t y — t o u t an c o n t r a i r e ; yet I dare say h is thoughts! 
we re this n i g h t of t h i n g s m o r e w a r l i k e and less fa i r . \ 

L e t a l l th i s end as i t m a y , l e t t hem g i v e everything \ 
wha teve r name is most popula r , the g o v e r n m e n t is now a , 
m iHta ry d i c t a to r sh ip . S e ñ o r cal ls th is revolution \ 
" t h e apotheosis o f ego t i sm t r a n s f o r m e d in to v i r t u e ; " and] 
i t mus t be confessed, t h a t i n m o s t of the ac tors , i t h i i s j 
been a mere ca lcu la t ion of personal interests . j 

1 0 t h . — W e w e n t , some days ago, w i t h our f r iends from ji 
San X a v i e r , to v i s i t the hosp i t a l o f San Juan de Dios , at 
San C o s m é . W e f o u n d tha t , b e i n g at present under 
repai r , i t has b u t t w o occupants , o l d w o m e n — w h o keep 
each other melancholy company. T h e b u i l d i n g is very 
spacious and ha ndsome ; erected, of course, d u r i n g Spanish 
d o m i n i o n , and ex t r eme ly c lean—an observa t ion w o r t h y of 
note , when i t occurs i n M e x i c a n pub l i c b u i l d i n g s . There 
is a l a rge h a l l , d iv ided b y square p i l l a r s , w i t h a l i g h t and 
cheerful aspect, where the pa t ien ts ' s leep; and a separate 
apa r tmen t for w o m e n . T h e rooms are a l l so clean, airy, 
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and cheerfu l , t ha t one fo rge t s i t is an hosp i t a l . I n t h i s 
respect, the s ty le o f b u i l d i n g here is super io r to a l l o thers , 
with l a r g e a i r y c o u r t y a r d s and foun ta ins , l o n g ga l le r ies 
and immense apa r tmen t s , w i t h every w i n d o w open. T h e r e 
is no p a r t o f E u r o p e where , a l l the year r o u n d , i n v a l i d s 
can enjoy such advan t ages ; b u t , also, there are f ew p a r t s 
of Eu rope where the c l ima te w o u l d p e r m i t t hem t o do so. 

The f o l l o w i n g day we v i s i t e d another h o s p i t a l ; t h a t 
known as the H o s p i t a l de Jesus—hal lowed g r o u n d ; f o r 
here the m o r t a l remains o f Cortes were deposi ted. A n d , 
though rescued f r o m desecrat ion by a d i s t i ngu i shed i n d i 
vidual, d u r i n g a p o p u l a r t u m u l t , so t h a t they no l o n g e r 
repose i n the sanc tuary o f the chapel , there s t i l l ex is ts , 
enshrined here, t h a t over w h i c h t ime a n d r e v o l u t i o n s have 
no p o w e r — h i s m e m o r y . 

T h e es tab l i shment , as an hosp i t a l , is m u c h finer, and 
the b u i l d i n g in f in i t e ly handsomer t h a n the other . T h e 
director, a phys i c i an , led us first i n to h is o w n a p a r t m e n t s , 
as the pa t ien t s were d i n i n g , a n d a f t e r w a r d s showed us 
th rough the w h o l e es tabl i shment . T h e first l a rge h a l l , 
into w h i c h w e were shown , is a lmos t en t i r e ly occupied b y 
soldiers, w h o had been w o u n d e d d u r i n g the p r o n u n c i a 
miento. One had los t an a r m , another a l e g , a n d they 
looked sad and h a g g a r d enough , t h o u g h they seemed 
perfectly w e l l a t tended to , and , I dare say, d i d a n y t h i n g 
but bless the revo lu t ions t h a t b r o u g h t t hem to t ha t s tate , 
and w i t h w h i c h they had n o t h i n g to d o ; for you r M e x i c a n 
soldier w i l l l ie d o w n on his m a t a t n i g h t , a l o y a l m a n , a n d 
will w a k e n i n the m o r n i n g and find h imse l f a p ronunc i ado . 
Each one had a separate r o o m , or at least a c o m p a r t m e n t 
divided by cur ta ins f r o m the n e x t ; and i n each was a bed , 
a cha i r , and a sma l l t a b l e ; t h i s on one side of the l o n g 
hall. T h e o the r was occupied by excel lent h o t and c o l d 
baths. W e t h e n v i s i t ed the w o m e n ' s a p a r t m e n t , w h i c h i s 
on a s i m i l a r p l a n . A m o n g s t the pa t ien ts is an un fo r tuna t e 
child o f e i g h t years o ld , w h o i n the p r o n u n c i a m i e n t o h a d 
been acc identa l ly s t r u c k b y a bul le t , w h i c h entered her 
left t emple and came out be low the r i g h t eye, l eav ing her 
alive. T h e b a l l was ex t rac ted , and a p o r t i o n of the b r a i n 
came o u t at the w o u n d . She is lef t b l i n d , or near ly so, 
having b u t a f a i n t g l i m m e r i n g o f l i g h t . T h e y say she 
will p r o b a b l y l ive , w h i c h seems imposs ib le . She l ooks 
like a g a l v a n i z e d corpse—yet m u s t have been a g o o d -
looking ch i ld . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the na ture o f her w o u n d , 
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her reason has no t gone , and as she sat u p r i g h t i n her 
l i t t l e bed, w i t h her head bandaged , a n d her fixed and 
sight less eyes, she answered meekly and read i ly to a l l the 
•questions we p u t to her. Poo r l i t t l e t h i n g ! she was shock
i n g to l o o k a t ; one o f the many innocen t be ings whose 
l ives are to be rendered sad and joyless by th is revolut ion . 
T h o doc to r socmcd very k i n d lt> her. 

A euriouti aeeiduat happenud lo tícnor — — i n th i s last 
p r o n u n c i a m i e n t o . H e had already lost h i s l eg i n the first 
t>nc; ¡md wati U inp ing a l o n g the s i r e d , when he was 
s t r u c k by a ba l l . H e was able t o reach his house, and 
ca l l ed to his w i f e , to t e l l her w h a t had occur red . Her 
first impulse was to ca l l for : i doc tor , w h e n he said l o her 
v e r y cool ly , " N o t th is t i m e , — a carpenter w i l l do better." 
H e had been shot in his wooden l e g ! 

A t the end o f the w o m e n ' s a p a r t m e n t i n t h i s hospital , 
t he re is a sma l l chapel where mass is sa id to the invalids. 
I t is on ly r emarkab le as h a v i n g o v e r the a l t a r an image 

o f the P u r í s i m a , b r o u g h t f r o m Spa in by Cortes . W e went 
a l l t h r o u g h the b u i l d i n g , even to . the enclosure o n the 
azotea, where dead bodies are d issec ted ; ;md on which 
azotea was a q u a n t i t y o f w o o l , t a k e n f r o m the mattresses 
•of those w h o die in the hosp i ta l , a n d w h i c h is lef t i n the 
sun d u r i n g a ce r ta in per iod before i t is p e r m i t t e d to be 
used aga in . T h e whole es tabl i shment s t r uck us as being j sh 
hea l thy , c lean ly , and we l l -conduc ted . W e t h e n v i s i t ed ! sii 
the fine o l d chu rch , w h i c h has bu t o n e b road aisle w i t h a í " i 
handsome a l tar , and near i t is the smal l m o n u m e n t , under I fo 
w h i c h the bones of the conqueror were placed. The. id 
sacr is ty o f the church is r emarkab le for i ts c e i l i n g , com- th 
posed of the most i n t r i c a u l y and b c i i u t i f u l l y carved th 
m u h o g m i y ; a w o r k of i imncnse h ibour and taste, after the ' ap 
G o t h i c s ty le . T h e d iv i s ions of the c o m p a r t m e n t s are ; be 
pa in t ed blue and o rnamented w i t h g i l d i n g . I n the centre ) a ; 
o f the apa r tmen t is an immense c i r cu l a r table, formed o f ! qu 
one piece o f mahogany ; for w h i c h la rge sums have been ha 
refused. Sa 

W e went in the even ing to v i s i t the Cuna, w h i c h is not gc 
a fine b u i l d i n g , bu t a l a rge , hea l thy , a i ry house. A t the as 
door , where there are a por te r and his w i f e , lhe babies arc br 
n o w g i v e n i n . F o r m e r l y they were p u t i n at the reja, at th, 
the w i n d o w of the po r t e r ' s l o d g e ; bu t th is had to be j sit 
g i v e n up, i n consequence of the t r i c k s p layed by boys or | lei 
idle persons, w h o put i n dogs, cats, o r dead animals . As S po 
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we were going- ups ta i rs , w e heard an o l d w o m a n s i n g i n g 
a cheerful d i t t y i n an a w f u l l y c racked vo ice , and as we g o t 
a fu l l v i e w of her before she cou ld see us, we saw a c lean, 
old b o d y s i t t i n g , s e w i n g a n d s i n g i n g , w h i l e a baby r o l l i n g 
on the floor i n a s ta te of perfect ecstasy, was k e e p i n g u p 
a sort o f c r o w i n g duet with her. She seemed d e l i g h t e d 
lo sen Ihnsc iinlicii, w h o br lon^- to i h c J i t n i t i , and led us 
into a l a rge h a l l where a score o f nurses and babies were 
pe r fo rming a « y m p h o n y of s i n ç i n f ^ hush ing , c r y i n g , 
l u l h i b y i n g , i i m l o ther nurse ry mus ic . A U a l o n g the r o o m 
were l i t t l e g r e e n pa in ted beds, and bo th nurses and babies 
looked clean and hea l thy . T h e —~~s k n e w every baby 
and nurse and directress b y name. Some of the babies 
were r e m a r k a b l y p r e t t y , and w h e n w e had a d m i r e d t h e m 
sufticiently, w e were taken i n t o the n e x t h a l l , occupied by 
lit t le g i r l s of t w o , three, and f o u r years o l d . T h e y we re 
all seated on l i t t l e mats a t the foot of t he i r smal l g reen 
beds; a r e g i m e n t o f the finest and heal th ies t ch i l d r en pos
sible; a directress i n the r o o m sewing . A t o u r en t rance , 
they a l l j u m p e d up s imu l t aneous ly , and su r rounded us w i t h 
the noisiest expressions o f de l igh t . One t o l d me in a 
confidential wh i spe r , t ha t " M a n u e l i t a had t h u m p e d her 
own head , and had a pa in i n i t ; " bu t I cou ld no t see t h a t 
Manue l i t a seemed t o be suf fe r ing any acute agonies , for 
she m a d e more noise than any o f t h e m . O n e l i t t l e g i r l 
sidled u p to me, and said i n a m o s t i n s i n u a t i n g vo ice , 
" M e l levas U i ? " " W i l l y o u t ake me away w i t h y o u ? — 
for even at th i s ear ly age they b e g i n to have a g l i m m e r i n g 
idea t h a t those w h o m the ladies choose f r o m a m o n g s t 
them are pecu l i a r ly favoured . W e s t a i d some t i m e w i t h 
them, ¡ ind n d m i r e d l l m r hen l lhy , happy, and we l l - f ed 
appearance; a n d then proceeded to the apa r tmen t o f the 
boys; al l l i t t l e t h i n g s of the same age, s i t t i n g r anged i n 
a r o w l i k e senators i n congress , and , s t r ange to say, m u c h 
quieter and g r a v e r than the female babies ; but th i s m u s t 
have been f r o m shyness, for before we came away, w e 
saw t h e m r o m p i n g i n g r e a t s ty le . T h e directresses seem 
good respectable w o m e n , and k i n d to the ch i l d r en , who, 
as I men t ioned before, are a lmos t a l l t a k e n a w a y and 
brought up by r ich people, before they have t ime to k n o w 
that the re is a n y t h i n g pecul ia r o r u n f o r t u n a t e i n t h e i r 
s i tuat ion. A f t e r th i s adop t ion , they are comple te ly on a 
level w i t h the o ther ch i ld ren o f the f a m i l y — a n equa l 
port ion is left t hem, and a l t h o u g h thei r c o n d i t i o n is never 
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made a secret of , they f requent ly m a r r y as w e l l as their 
adopted b ro the r s and sisters. 

Those w h o are opposed t o th is i n s t i t u t i o n , are so o n the 
plea tha t i t encourages and fac i l i ta tes vice. T h a t the 
n u m b e r o f ch i ld ren i n the hosp i t a l is a p roof t h a t much 
v ice and m u c h p o v e r t y do exis t , there is no d o u b t ; that 
by enab l ing the v ic ious to conceal t he i r g u i l t , o r by reliev
i n g the poo r f r o m t h e i r burden , i t encourages e i ther vice 
or idleness, is scarcely probable . B u t even were i t so, the 
cert inn benulUs are so immense , w h e n l a i d in lhe balance 
w i t h the possible evi ls , t ha t they cannot be p u t i n com
pe t i t i on . T h e mothe r w h o leaves her c h i l d a t the Cuna, 
w o u l d she not abandon i t to a worse fate , i f t h i s inst i tu
t i o n d i d n o t ex i s t ? I f she does so t o conceal her disgrace 
is i t no t seen t h a t a w o m a n w i l l s top a t no c r u e l t y , to 
o b t a i n th is end? as exposure o f her i n fan t , even murder? 
and tha t , s t r o n g as ma te rna ! love is, the d read o f the 
w o r l d ' s scorn has conquered i t ? I f pove r ty be the cause, 
surely the mise ry mus t be g r e a t indeed, w h i c h induces the 
poorest b e g g a r or the mos t des l i t u t c of the I n d i a n women 
(whose l ove f o r the i r ch i l d r en amoun t s to a passion) to » 
pa r t w i t h her c h i l d ; and t h o u g h i t is suspected t h a t the 
mothe r w h o has lef t her i n f a n t at the Cuna , has occasion
a l ly g o t herself h i r e d as a nurse, t h a t she may- have the 
pleasure o f b r i n g i n g i t up , i t seems to me tha t no great 
ev i l can arise, even f r o m tha t . 

These orphans are t hus rescued f r o m the contaminat ion 
of vice, f r o m p o v e r t y , perhaps f r o m the depths of 
d e p r a v i t y ; perhaps t h e i r ve ry l ives are saved, a n d great 
sin prevented. H u n d r e d s o f innocent ch i ld ren are thus 
placed under the care o f the first and best ladles i n the 
e tu in t ry , a m i b r o i i g h l up to be w u r l h y membri .s o f society. 

A n o t h e r day we devoted to v i s i t i n g a different and more 
pa in fu l scene—the Acordada , or pub l i c j a i l ; a g r ea t solid 
b u i l d i n g , spacious, a n d w e l l ven t i l a t ed . F o r th i s also lev 
there is a Jun ta , or society o f ladies of the first families, an 
w h o devote themselves to t each ing the female malefac- m h 
to r s . I t is p a i n f u l and a lmos t s t a r t l i n g to see the first we 
ladies in M e x i c o f a m i l i a r l y conve r s ing w i t h and embracing I ^ 
w o m e n w h o have been g u i l t y o f the m o s t a t roc ious crimes; w e 
especially o f m u r d e r i n g the i r husbands ; w h i c h is the chief JPoi 
c r ime of the femnlo pr isoners . T h e r e are no bad faces 
amongs t t h e m ; and p r o b a b l y not one w h o has committed » e r 
a p remedi ta ted c r ime . A moment: o f jealousy d u r i n g in- I j i r 
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toxicat ion, v i o l e n t passions w i t h o u t any cu rb , sudden ly 
aroused and as suddenly extingfuished, have led t o these 
fr ight ful resul ts . W e were first s h o w n i n t o a l a r ^ e a n d 
tolerably clean apa r tmen t , where were the female p r i sone r s 
who are kept apar t as being* of a more decent f a m i l y t h a n 
the rest . Some were lying- on the floor, o thers w o r k i n g — • 
some were w e l l dressed, o thers d i r t y and s lovenly . F e w 
looked s a d ; m o s t appeared careless a n d happy , and none 
seemed ashamed. A m o n g s t t h e m were some of the h a n d 
somest faces 1 Imvc si:t:n in Mex ieo . One g o o d - l o o k i n g 
common w o m a n , w i t h a m o s t joyous and benevolent c o u n 
tenance, and lame, came up to salute the ladies. I i n 
quired w h a t she had done. " M u r d e r e d her husband , a n d 
buried h i m under t he b r i c k floor! " Shade of L a v a t e r ! 
It is some c o m f o r t to hear t h a t t he i r husbands were g-ener-
ally such brutes , they deserved l i t t l e b e t t e r ! A m o n g s t 
others confined here is the w i f e , or r a the r the w i d o w , o f 

gove rno r o f M e x i c o , w h o made away w i t h her h u s b a n d . 
We did not see her, and they say she genera l ly keeps o u t 
)f,the way when s t rangers eome. One ve ry p re t t y a n d 
Mquettish l i t t l e w o m a n , wi th a mos t in t e l l ec tua l face, a n d 
very s u p e r i o r - l o o k i n g , be ing in fact a r e l a t i on of C o u n t 
— ' s , is in j a i l on suspic ion of h a v i n g poisoned her l ove r . 

A beau t i fu l y o u n g creature , ex t remely l i k e M r s . , o f 
Boston, was among" the pr i soners . I d i d n o t hear w h a t 
ler c r i m e was. W e were a t t ended by a w o m a n w h o has 
ihe t i t l e o f Pres identa , and w h o , after some years o f g o o d 
•onduct, has n o w the charge of her fel low-prisoners^—but 
ihe also murde red her h u s b a n d ! W e w e n t ups ta i r s , 
ccompanicd b y va r ious o f these d i s t ingu i shed c r i m i n a l s , 
0 the r o o m l o o k i n g down upon the chapel , in which r o o m 
ho ía t l i c s g i v r l l i c i i i i n s t ruc t i on in reading, and in the 
Christian doct r ine . W i t h the- t i m e w h i c h they devote t o 
hese cha r i t ab le offices, ' t oge the r w i t h the i r numerous 
cvotional exercises, and the care w h i c h the i r houses and 
families requi re , it cannot be said th'at the life o f a 
lexican s e ñ o r a is an idle o n e ; nor , in such cases, can i t 
c considered a useless one. 

We then descended to the l ower reg'ions, where , i n a 
;reat, damp , vau l t ed ga l l e ry , hundreds of un fo r tuna t e 
romcn o f the l o w e s t class, were occupied i n t r a v a u x 
ircii.v • not indeed o f a very hard desc r ip t ion . These 
fere employed i n b a k i n g t o r t i l l a s fo r the pr isoners , 
lirty, r agged , and mi se rab l e - look ing creatures there we re 
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i n thqse d i s m a l vau l t s , w h i c h l o o k e d l i k e p u r g a t o r y , an' 
smel t l i k e — H e a v e n k n o w s w h a t ! B u t , as I have frt 
quen t ly had occasion to observe i n M e x i c o , the sense o 
smel l is a •doubt fu l b less ing. A n o t h e r l a r g e h a l l nea 
t h i s , w h i c h the pr i soners were e m p l o y e d i n cleaning- an 
sweep ing , has at least fresh air , o p e n i n g on one side int 
it t . 'Di lr l , wl iut't! ¡Hiu i ' l i l d u i l i i l t l i c n , [he fuuliU'Nl n i g l i i l l i c i q 
were r u n n i n g abou t—thu ch i l d r en o í the prisoners,1. 

L e a v i n g the side o f the b u i l d i n g devoied to the women 
we passed on to ano ther g a l l e r y , l o o k i n g d o w n u p o n a, 
immense paved c o u r t w i t h a f o u n t a i n , where were severa 
hundreds • o f male pr isoners , u n f o r t u n a t e l y collectet 
toge the r w i t h o u t any reference to the na ture o f M i 
c r i m e ; the m i d n i g h t murde re r w i t h the p u r l o i n e r of 
pocke t -handke rch i e f ; the b randed fe lon w i t h the man 
g u i l t y o f some p o l i t i c a l offence; the debtor w i t h the false 
co ine r ; so t h a t many a y o u n g and thought less individua 
w h o m a, t r i f l ing : f au l t , the resul t o f i gnorance or o f un 
f o r m e d pr inc ip les , has b r o u g h t h i the r , m u s t leave thii 
place w h o l l y c o n t a m i n a t e d and hardened by bad example 
a n d v ic ious conversa t ion . He re there were indeed some 
ferocious, ha rdened - look ing ruf f ians—but there were man; 
m i l d , g o o d - h u m o u r e d faces; ; ind I cou ld see ne i ther s a í 
ness nor a t race of shame on any coun tenance ; indeed 
they a l l seemed much amused by seeing so many ladies. 
Some were s t re tched f u l l - l e n g t l i on the g r o u n d , doing 
n o t h i n g ; o thers were m a k i n g ro l l s for hats, o f different 
co lou red beads, such as they wea r here, or l i t t l e baskdi 
f o r sale; w h i l s t others were w a l k i n g about alone, o r con
v e r s i n g i n g roups . T h i s is the first p r i s o n I ever visited, 
therefore I can compare i t w i t h no o t h e r ; bu t the system 
m u s t be w r o n g w h i c h makes no d i s t inc t ions between 
different degrees o f c r ime . These men are the same 
j o r ç a t s w h o m w c da i ly sec in chains , w a t e r i n g the Ala 
meda or. P a s é o ( 1 o r m e n d i n g the streets. Several hundred* 
of pr isoners escaped f r o m the A c o r d a d a i n the t ime of the 
p r o n u n c i a m i e n t o — p r o b a b l y the w o r s t a m o n g s t them—yet 
h a l f the c i t y appears l o be hen: now, W e were shown 0 
r o w of cells for c r imina l s w h o m i t is necessary to keep in-
so l i ta ry confinement! on account o f d isorder ly behav iour - ' 
also the apar tments o f the d i rec to r s . 

I n pass ing downs t a i r s , w c came upon a g r o u p of dirty 
l o o k i n g soldiers , busi ly engagc i l i n p l a y i n g at cards. Thi 
alcalde, w h o was s h o w i n g , u s t h r o u g h the j a i l , disperse 
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them a l l i n a g r e a t rage,> w h i c h I suspected was p a r t l y 

fre assumed fo r o u r edi f ica t ion . . W e then,, .went i n t o the 
chapel, w h i c h w e had seen f r o m above, and w h i c h is 
handsome a n d w e l l kept . ; I n the s a c r i s t y is a h o r r i d and 
appropriate i m a g e o f t h e ' b a d th ief . , W e were also s h o w n 
a smal l room off the chapel , w i l h u confessional , whe re the 
c i i m l i u i l i.IIIKUÍUHHHI l u die. Mptindn llie. l i n e r duy.H p r eced ing 
his e x e c u t i o n w i t h t a padre chosen l o r tha t purposp. W h a t 
horrid confessions, w h a t lament at ions and despair t h a t 

aqlsmall da rk chamber m u s t have wi tnessed ! T h e r e is 
rajl nothing- in i t b u t an a l t a r , a c ruc i f i x , and a bench. I 
e<j|think the cus tom is a very humane one. 

W e felt g l a d to leave this palace of c r imes , and to 
return to the - f resh air . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g day we w e n t to v i s i t San H i p ó l i t o , the 
ise|insane hosp i t a l fo r men , accompanied by the d i r ec to r , a 
iai|fine o l d g e n t l e m a n , w h o has been a g r e a t deal abroad , and 

who looks l i k e a F rench m a r q u i s o f the .a?icie)\ . r é g i m e . 
1 was as tonished, on en t e r ing , at the sweet and so l i t a ry 
beauty of the l a r g e stone cou r t s , w i t h o range trees a n d 
pomegranates n o w i n fu l l b lossom, and the la rge foun ta ins 
of beau t i fu l l y clear wa te r . The re m u s t be s o m e t h i n g 
soothing in such a scene to the senses o f these mos t 
unfortunate o f God ' s creatures . T h e y we re s a u n t e r i n g 
aboti 1, (|ui('t and for 1.1 i c most pari s a d ; some s t re tched 
out under the trees, and o thers gazing ' on the f o u n t a i n ; 
all apparen t ly very much under the c o n t r o l o f lhe a d m i n i s 
trador, w h o was fo rmer ly a m o n k , this San H i p ó l i t o b e i n g 
a dissolved conven t of t h a t order . T h e sys tem of g i v i n g 
occupation t o the insane is no t yet i n t r o d u c e d here. , 

On e n t e r i n g , w e saw ra the r a d i s t i n g u i s h e d - l o o k i n g , 
tall a n d well-dressed gen t l eman , w h o m w e concluded to 
be a s t r anger w h o had come to sec the e s t à b l i s h n j e n t , l i k e 
ourselves. W e were therefore somewha t s ta r t l ed w h e n 
he advanced t o w a r d s us w i t h l o n g s t r ides , and in an 
author i ta t ive voice shouted ou t , " D o you k n o w w h o I 
am? I am the De l ive r e r o f Guatemala ! " T h e a d m i n i s 
trador t o l d us he had just been taken up), was a F r e n c h 
man, a n d in a state of fu r ious exc i tement . IJc c o n t i n u e d 
ninking a I reniendous noise, and the o ther madmen seemed 
quite ashamed of' h i m . One u n h a p p y - l o o k i n g c rea ture , 
with a pale, me lancho ly face, and his a rms s t re tched o u t 
above h is head, was e m b r a c i n g a p i l l a r , and w h e n asked 
what he was d o i n g ; repl ied t h a t he was " m a k i n g s u g a r . " 
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W e were led in to the d i n i n g - h a l l , a l o n g a i ry apartment ^ 

p r o v i d e d w i t h benches and tables, and f rom thence into i >" 
m o s t sp lendid k i t chen , h i g h , v a u l t e d , and receiving ' au ap 
f r o m above, a k i t chen tha t m i g h t have g raced the castli - j , 
o f some feudal ba ron , and looked as i f i t w o u l d mos ^ 
Surely las t as long- as men shal l eat and cooks endure 0{ 
M o n k s o f San H i p ó l i t o I how many a s m o k i n g dinner, . ,] , 
w l m t vi i i tu ls h lc t iml i i f ; and savoury i i n i i i l have í a ^ u e d from j01 
th i s noblest o f k i tchens t o you r re fec tory n e x t door . ^ 

The food fo r the present inmates , w h i c h t w o wonicr 0|t 
were preparing-, consisted o f meat and vegetables , soup mj 
and sweet th ing 's ; excel lent meat, and well-dressed-frijoles. ^ , 
A poor l i t t l e boy, imbeci le , deaf and d u m b , was seated «t' 
there cross-Ieg'gxd, i n a sor t of wooden b o x ; a pretty en( 
c h i l d , w i t h a fine colour , b u t w h o has been i n th is state ^ 
f r o m his in fancy . T h e w o m e n seemed very . k i n d to him, ^ 
and he had a p lac id , con len led express ion o f face; hut ^ 
t o o k no not ice o f us when we spoke to h i m . 'St range and ¿ 
unsolvable p r o b l e m , w h a t ideas pass t h r o u g h the brain 
o f tha t c h i l d 1 ,],, 

W h e n WO l u t i i i ' D t i i l |o tltt: d i n i n g - h a l l , the i iuna lcs o l the 
a sy lum, to the number of n inety or a h u n d r e d , were all jw| 
s i l t i n g tit d inner , r anged ( ju ic i ly on lhe bcnr l i c* , e¡itii]j¿ t|)tl 
w i t h wooden spoons o u t of wooden b o w l s . T h e poor heró mu 
'of Gua temala was seated at the l o w e r end of the tabic, ¿c 
to le rab ly t r a n q u i l . Me s tar ted up on seeing us, and waijf-
beg ' inning some fur ious exp lana t ions , bu t was prevented; 
by his n e i g h b o u r , w h o t u r n e d r o u n d w i t h an a i r of great' 
supe r io r i t y , s a y i n g , " H e ' s m a d ! " at w h i c h the other 
smi led w i t h an air of g r e a t con tempt , and l o o k i n g at us 
sa id , " H e cal ls H J C m a d ! * * T h e m a n of the p i l l a r way 
eye ing his soup, w i t h his a rms as b v l o i e , e x i e m i r d above, 
lus head. T h e d i rec to r desired h i m to eat his soup, upon 
w h i c h he s l o w l y and r e luc t an t ly b r o u g h t d o w n one arm, 
and ate a few spoonfuls . " M o w m u c h sugar have you 
made to-day? asked the d i rec tor . " F i f t y t h o u s n n d l ^ 
k i n g d o m s I " said the m a n . 

T h e y showed us t w o men , of ve ry g o o d f ami ly , ;m<3( 
ti)\ti o l d g t in l Je jmm w h o d i d m i l eome ID tlinnei* w i t h thfr 
rest , bu t s tood aloof, i n the c o u r t y a r d , w i t h an a i r of grcai 

•super ior i ty . H e had a cross upon h is breast , and belongr 
to an old f a m i l y . • As w e approached, he t o o k off his hat 

•'and spoke t o us ve ry p o l i t e l y ; a n d then t u r n i n g to th^j 
d i rec tor , " Y por f i n " said he, " C u a n d o s a l d r é ? " " W h c f l 
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ie[lti shall I leave this place? " " V e r y soon," said the director. 
•0.1 11 Yon may get your trunks ready." H e bowed and 

atJ appeared satisfied, but continued standing in the same 
lst* Dlace, his arms folded, and with the same wistful gaze as 
1105 before. The director told us that the two great causes 
ure' of madness here are love and drinking", (mental and 
ni:r ' p l i y N Í c i d i n 11 ix i t M i l i o n ) ; thul tin; i n H n n i l y c m i H u r i by (lit: 
10,11 former is almost invariably incurable, whereas the victims 

of the latter generally recover, as is natural . T h e poor 
"ci old gentleman with the cross owes the overthrow of his 

mind to the desertion of his mistress. W c saw the 
j chapel, where a padre says mass to these poor creatures, 

e<] "the Innocents ," as they are called here. T h e y do not 
'ty enter the chapel, for fear of their creating any disturbance, 
.̂ tc but kneel outside, in front of the iron grat ing , and the 

administrador says it is astonishing how quiet and serious 
they appear during divine service. 

As wc passed through the court, there was a man busily 
employed i n hanging up various articles of little children's 
d o l l i r : , , ,IN i f I d diy i h n n l i t l h - I rooks and trousers; all 
the time speaking rapidly to himself, and stopping every 

-two miimfis to take an immense draught of wiiter from 
» the lounLain. H i s dinner was brought out to him (lor he 

could not be prevailed on to sit down with the others), and 
ic ate i t in the same hurried way, dipping his bread in 
the fountain, and talking all the time. T h e poor madman 
of the s u g a r - k i n g d o m s returned from dinner, and resumed 
lis usual place at the pillar, standing with his arms above 
lis head, and with the same melancholy and suffering 
expression of face. 

The. director t h e n showed us the room where the clothes 
,ire kept; the straw hats and coarse dresses, and the 
terrible straight waistcoats made of brown linen, that look 
ike coats with prodigiously long sleeves, and lhe HoLica 

Ji where-the medicines are kept, and the secretary's room 
'"where they preserve the mournful records of entry and 

death—though often of exit. Al l round the court are 
ilt'ong NIOIH- rellH, v j i e i <* I h e 1 u r i o u H lire c o n fined. He 
look us ¡rito an empty one, where a 1/ranciscan friar had 
;cn lodged.'• H e had contrived to pull down part of. the 
all, and to make a large hole into his neig-hbour's cell 

djoining. F a n c y one madman seeing the head of another 
ippcar through a hole in his c e l l ! T h e whole cell was 

fcovered with crosses of every description, drawn with a 

im 
nit 
m 
m 

he 
allj 
ii 

ro, 
!c 
a* 

"4 
at 
er 
is 

i 
is; 
•t. 
n 



454 L i f e - i n Mexico 
pioL-u o í coal, 'i'liu^ luid been obligvd. Lu m n u v i i liiju .inl nili 
another in the1 gallery-•above, where he had already bcgi iov 
k' new vv'urk o í deslrUcLion. • I was a f t ç r . w a r d s told by. if m 
Padre P - n, the confessor of condemned criminals , ar m 
who is of the same order as this insane monk, that tlii :ye 
poor man had been a merchant, and had collected togetln 
about'forty thousand dollars, with which he w a s travelliii 
to Mexico, when he was attacked by robbers, who mane 
niily deprived liim till Ivr p o s s o s s i - i l , but j^ave him so»1 ap] 
severe wounds on the head. W h e n somewhat recovem wh 
he renounced the world,-and look his vows in the conven 
of San Franc isco . .Shortly after, he became subject t 
attacks of insanity, and at last became so furious, that ih pal 
superior'was obliged to request an order for his admissioi wh 
to S;ín H i p ó l i f o . 

T h e director then led us to lhe gallery above, where at 
more cells, and the terrible " C u a r t o N e g r o y " the Blac R-
C h a m b e r ; a dark, round cell, about twelve feet in. circum 
ference, with merely a slit in the wall for the admissioa 
òf air. T h e floor is thickly covered w i l h straw, and the 
walls are entirely covered with soft stuffed cushions. I ICTÍ 

the 'most furious madman is conlmed on his arr ival , am 
Whether he throws himself on the (loor, or dashes his hcai 
against the wal l , he can do himself no injury.. I n a few 
days, the silence and the darkness soothe his fury, he 
grows-calmer, and will eat the food that is thrust throutih 
'the aperture in the wal l . I'Yom this he is removed to 
conmion cell, with more light and a i r ; but until he lus 
become tranquil, he is not admitted into the court amongst 
the others. 

F r o m Ihis horrible, lhouf;-li I suppose necessary den 
¡aiifleriny, we went in the aparhmnUs of tin: adminislrador, 
which have a fine view of the city and the volcanoes, ant 
saw a v irgin, benvitilully carved in wood, and dressed in 
white satin robes, embroidered with small diamonds. On 
the ground was a little dog-, dying-, having- just fallen off 
from the azotea, an accident which happens to dogs h c r e i m 
iml tinfrequenlly, W r (hen wenl up In the: a/olea, wbiihjj 
looks into the garden of S a n Fernando and of our lustjj ¡n 
house, and also inlo the barracks of the soldiers, who, a»' l 
•—1— observed, arc more dangerous madmen than those8 K 
who'are1 confined. Some rolled up in their, dirty yellow I ,e 
cloaks; and others standing, in their shirt-slceyes, and I ^ 
many without either; they -were as dirty-looking n set offj a| 
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m niliUtry lun'ocs a.s O J H : would wish lo SIM; . W h e n we came 
¡gi iownstairs again , and had gone Hi rough the court, and 
. ll ttv.vu passing the last cell, each of which is only lighted by 
an in aperture in the thick stone wal l , a pair o í great black 
til ryes g lar ing through, upon a level with mine, startled me 
th( infinitely. T h e eyes, however, glared upon vacancy, 
lin The face was thin and sallow, the beard long and matted, 
n< and the cheeks sunken. W h a t long years of suffering 
>i) sppoarrd I D have pa.sscd over that furrowed b r o w ! I 
ru wish Í hnd not seen it, . . . 
w W e afterwards went to the college of Bizcainos, that 

I K — — might see i t ---my third and last visit. W h a t a 
IK palace ! W h a t courts and fountains! ' W e went over the 

iio whole building as before, from the azotea downwards, and 
from the porter's lodge upwards. Many of the scholars, 

an who went out during the revolution, have not yet re lumed. 
ad K . was in admiration at the galleries, which look like 
i n ) ' long vaulted streets, and at the chapel, which is certainly 
ioa remarkably rich. . . . 
tk H a v i n g stopped in the carr iage on the way home, at a 
IT* shoemaker's, we saw San ta A n n a ' s l e g lying on the 
mil counter, and observed it with due respect, as the prop of 

'M a hero. W i t h this leg, which ¡s litted with a very hand-
vvt some boot, he reviews his troops next Sunday, putting his 
he best f o o t f o r e m o s t ; for generally he merely wears an 
idi unadorned wooden leg. T h e shoemaker, a Spaniard , 

a whom I can recommend to all customers as the most 
iis impertinent individual I ever encountered, was argu ing , 
>t in a blustering manner, with a gentleman who had brought 

a message from the general, desiring some alteration in 
nf the booi : and wound up by muttering, as the messenger 
T, icit. lin-. hliop, " J it: .shall either wear it a.s ¡I Is, or review 
)fj the troops next Sunday without his leg ! " 1 
iiij W e have ordered v i andas to wear in our intended 
in] journey, which is now nearly decided on—nothing toler-
lifl able to be had under seventy or eighty dollars. T h e y are 
re 1 made of strong cloth, with a hole in the middle for putting 

j i i ' ""'"''""t N ' t v r J j i J / r r , I K . | Í . A l - rn / 'DS l i r s b u l l e s , \ n>|>y lin; follyw-
J f iní> paragraph from an Havana newspaper : 

i*jS "Mexico, 28th September.—Yesterdity, was buried with pomp and 
, cS solemnity in the cemetery of Saint Paul, the foot which his Kxeel-
A'Ü lency> President Santa Anna, lost in the action of the 5th December, 
i f f 1838. it was deposited in a monument erected for that purpose, 

M Don Ignacio Sierra y Roso having pronounced a funeral discourse 
''if appropriate to the subject." 
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the head t h r o u g h , w i t h bh ick ve lve t capes, f r i n g e d eithe| 
w i t h s i l k or g o l d , and are un ive r sa l ly l ined , w i t h stror 
ca l ico . T h e y arc w a r m and convenien t ior r iding- in lb 
c o u n t r y . I have seen sonic r i c h l y embro idered , whici] 
cos t five h u n d r e d dol la rs . 

I t is as I prophesied—-now tha t we are about Icnving] 
M e x i c o , w c fancy t h a t there s t i l l r e m a i n objects of interesa 
w h i c h w e have not seen. W e have p a i d a v i s i t , probab)|] 
a last v i s i t , t o O u r L a d y of Guada lupe , and certainly! 
never e x a m i n e d her ca thedra l w i t h so much a t t e n t i o n , or] 
l i n g e r e d so l o n g before each p a i n t i n g and shr ine , on 
l i s tened w i t h so m u c h interest t o the pa r t i cu la r s of its 
e rec t ion , w h i c h were g i v e n us by S e ñ o r , whose] 
a u t h o r i t y i n these ma t t e r s is unimpeachable . 

I t appears t ha t the present sacr i s ty of the parochial; 
c h u r c h dates back to 1575, and was then a sma l l chapel, 
whe re the mi racu lous image was kep t , and where it 
r e m a i n e d u n t i l the b e g i n n i n g of the n e x t cen tu ry , when 
a new c h u r c h was b u i l t , to w h i c h the i m a g e was solemnly 
t r a n s p o r t e d . E v e n w h e n enclosed in the first smal l s;inc-
t u a r y , i l s fiune nniM I I M V C been fji'c-al, loe, by i m l c i s of 
the i uehb i shop , six dowur ies of three hundred dollars 
c-aoh, to be g i v e n In s ix orphans on (heir n i a n í a g e , wv\a 
unnuu l ly d r a w n f rom the alms oifered a t her shr ine. But 
i n 1629 M e x i c o suffered the t e r r ib le i n u n d a t i o n which 
des t royed so la rge a p a r t o f the c i t y , and the excellent 
a rchb i shop , D . Franc i sco Manzo , w h i l e d e v o t i n g his time 
and for tune to assist the sufferers, also gave orders that 
the V i r g i n of Guadalupe should be b r o u g h t i n t o Mexico , 
and placed i n the ca thedra l there, then o f very different 
d imens ions f r o m the present noble b u i l d i n g , occupying, 
i t is said, the space w h i c h is now covered by the principal 
sacr is ty. W h e n the waters r e t i r ed , and the V i r g i n was 
res tored to her o w n sanc tuary , her , fame increased to a 
p rod ig ious ex ten t . Copies o f the D i v i n e I m a g e were M I 
m u l t i p l i e d , . t ha t there is. p robab ly not an I n d i a n hut 
t h r o u g h o u t the whole c o u n t r y where one does n o t exist. 
Obla t ions and a lms increased a thousand f o l d ; a silver 
th rone , w e i g h i n g upwards of three h u i u h e d and fifty 
m a r k s , and beaut i fu l ly w r o u g h t , chiefly at the cxpen.ve 
of the v iceroy , Coun t o f Sa lva t ie r ra , was presented to her 
sanctuary, toge ther w i t h a glass case (for the i m a g e ) , con
sidered at t h a t t i m e a w o n d e r o f a r t . A t the end of the 
cen tu ry a new temple, the present sanc tuary , was begun ; 
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the second c h u r c h was t h r o w n d o w n , b u t n o t u n t i l a p r o -
v sional bui lding" ( the ac tua l pa r i sh chu rch ) was erected to 
receive the imag-e. T h e new temple was concluded i n 
1709» and is said to have cost f r o m six to e igh t h u n d r e d 
t lumsand do l la r s , col lec ted f r o m alms alone, w h i c h were 
solicited in person by the v icerega l a rchbishop, D . J u a n 
de O r t e g a y M o n t a n e z . T w o 1 p r iva t e i n d i v i d u a l s i n M e x i c o 
gave, the one t h i r t y , the o the r fifty thousand d o l l a r s , , 
towards i ts e rec t ion . 

The i n t e r i o r is o f the D o r i c order, and has three aisles, 
divided by e i g h t p i l l a r s , upon w h i c h w i t h the w a l l s are 
placed e ighteen arches, the centre one f o r m i n g the dome 
of the edifice. I t runs f r o m n o r t h to sou th , has three 
great gates , one fronting* M e x i c o , and t w o others at the 
sides. I t s l e n g t h m a y be t w o hundred and fifty feet, a n d 
its w i d t h about one h u n d r e d and t h i r t y . I n the f o u r 
external angles of the chu rch are four l o f t y t owers , i n the 
midst o f w h i c h rises the dome. T h r e e a l ta rs were a t first 
erected, and i n the midd le one, dest ined fo r the i m a g e , 
\\';is :i N i i i n p t u o u s | n h c m a c l c til' s i lver g i l l , h i w h i c h were 
m o r e t h a n t h r e e Uumsand t w o hundred m a r k s o f s i lve r , 
nnd w h i c h cos t near ly e i g h t y thousand do l la r s . I n the 
centre o f this was a piece o f g o l d , w e i g h i n g four thousand 
and fifty castel lanos (an o l d Spanish co in , the fiftieth p a r t 
of a m a r k o f g o l d ) , and here the i m a g e was placed, t he 
linen o n w h i c h i t ¡s pa in t ed g u a r d e d by a s i lver p la te o f 
great value. T h e rest o f the temple had riches co r r e 
sponding. T h e candles t icks , vases, r a i l i n g , etc., c o n t a i n 
nearly four teen thousand m a r k s o f s i lver , w i t h o u t c o u n t i n g 
the numerous ho ly vessels, cups and chalices adorned w i t h 
jewels. One go lden l a m p w e i g h e d u p w a r d s o f t w o 
thousand t w o hundred castellanos—-another seven h u n d r e d 
and fifty s i lver m a r k s . 

I n 1802 some p a r t of the wa l l s and arches began t o 
give w a y — a n d i t was necessary to repair t h e m . B u t first, 
under the d i r ec t i on o f the celebrated scu lp to r T o l s a , a 
new a l t a r w a s erected for the image . H i s first care was 
tn c o l l e r V (In: most benu lHui m a r b l e s o f the coun t ry for 
this purpose—the b lack he b r o u g h t f r o m Puebla, and the 
white, g r a y and rose-coloured f r o m the quarr ies o f San 
Jos¿ V i z a r r o n . H e also began to w o r k at the bronze 
ornaments, b u t f r o m the immense sums of money neces
sary to i ts execu t ion , the w o r k was delayed for nearly-

f twenty years . T h e n , in 1826, I t was recommenced w i t h , 
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fresh vigour. The image was .removed meanwhile to thfirli 
neighbouring convent of • the Capuchinas , and the same li 
y e a r the . altar was concluded, anti the V i r g i n brought n 
back in solemn procession, in the midst pf an innumerable à 
multitude. T h i s great altar, w h i c h cost from three to ti 
four hundred thousand dollars, is a concave hexagonal, 
in the midst of which rise two white marble pil lars, and on 
each, side two columns of rose-coloured marble, of tlielri 
composite order, which support the arch. Between thesejp 
are two pedestals, on which are the images of San JoaqninSai 
and Santa Anna , and two niches, containing S a n ] o s é andjan 
St . John the Baptist . Above the cornices are Ihrcc otl)ir|o 
pedestals, supporting the three Saints , Michael , Gabriel, i i 
and R a p h a e l ; and above St. Michael , in the midst oí p 
cherubim and seraphim, is a representation of the Eternal jT 
Father . T h e space between lhe upper part of the altar k 
and the roof, is covered with a painted crimson curtain, 
held by saints and angels. The tabernacle in the centre ¡lo 
of the altar, is of rose-coloured marble, in which the jV 
image is deposited, and all the orna^ncnts of lhe altar arc 
of gilt bronze and zinc. 

Besides the collegia I c and the parish church, there arc 
at Guadalupe the church of the Capuchin Nuns , and l U 
churches of the Hi l l and the W e l l ; all in such plose con
junction, that the whole village or city, as it calls itsell, 
seems altogether some religious establishment or confra
ternity, belonging to these temples and churches, united 
in the worship of the V i r g i n , and consequent upon the 
"Miracu lous Apparition " manifested to the chosen Indian, 
J u a n Diego. 

I regret-not having known till lately, that there exisb 
in Mexico a convent of Indian A/'unjr; .and that each nun, 
•when she takes the vei l , wears a very superb Indian dress 
—the costume formerly worn by the cacicas, or ladies of [ 
bighest rank. 

Í went some days ago with the S e ñ o r i t a V a tu 
vis i t a house for insane women, in the Colic do. Canon, 
built in lõijtt, by I in; rich c imgivgal ion nt i l Stihwdor. ^ 
T h e institution is now in great want of funds; and is by | 
no means to be compared with lhe cs iabl i shmcnl of Sao |, 
H i p ó l i t o . . T h e directress seems a good kind-hearted jjj 
woman, who devoted herself to doing her duty, and who <j 
is very gentle to her patients; using no means but those h. 
pf kindness and steadiness to subdue their violence. But 
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6 líiat a life of fear and suffering- such a situation must be ! 

inmates look poor and miserable, generally speaking, 
H ad it is difficult to shake off the melancholy, impression 
í fhieh they produce on the mind. W e were particularly 
0 Iruck by the sight of one unfortunate woman o í the 
lf ettcr class, who, with her long hair al l dishevelled, and 
n; yes sparkling- with a. wi ld light, stood at the opei? 
eaindow of her cell, where for the present they are obliged 
c|o confine her, and who poured forth the most piteous 
niamentations, and adjured every one who passed, in the 
Jfiost pathetic terms, to restore her husband and. children 
r|o her. One gir l was singing' cheerfully—one or two 
, l o m e n were sewing, hut most of them were sitting 
f jtrouched on the floor, with a look of melancholy vacancy. 
1 jThe poor are admitted grat is , and the richer classes pay a 
r Moderate sum for their board. . . . ; 
, j To turn lo a very different [heme. W e continue to go 
• lo the opera, certainly the. most agreeable amusement in 

Mexico, and generally to the minister's box, in the 
centre. L a s t evening, B e l i s á r i o was repeated, but with 
less splendour than on its representation in honour of 
Sania Anna. 

W e expect to leave this on the sixteenth, .going in a 
diligence as far as T o l u c a , where a Mexican oiheer, Colonel 

— , has kindly promised to meet us with mules and 
horses. M. le Comte de B — — and M r . W - secre
taries of the F r e n c h and E n g l i s h Legat ions , have made 
arrangements for accompanying us as far as Valadol id ; 
with which agreeable travel l ing companions we may 
reasonably expect a pleasant journey. 

L a s t Sunday was the festival of A l l Sa int s ; on the 
evening" of which day, we walked out under the portilles, 
with M . and Madame de , minister and his wife, 

!to look at the il lumination, and at the numerous booths 
tacd with sugar skulls , etc. ; temptingly ranged in gr in -
jning rows, to the great edification of the children. I n 
j general there are crowds of well-dressed people on the 

J occasion of Ibis ffMe, but the evening was cold and dis-
!Jagreeable, and though there were a mimbcr of ladies, they 
ífjivere enveloped in shawls, and dispersed early. T h e old 
(ntwomen at their booths, with their cracked voices, kept up 
j l thc constant cry of " S k u l l s , n i ñ a s , s k u l l s ! " — b u t there 
!?| were also animals done in sugar, of every species, enough 
y! lo form specimens for a Noah' s ark. : ,, 
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c 

"14th.-—We leave this the day after to-morrow, and sha T 
write from our first haltin^-pUicc; and as or\ our retui sf 
we shall do little more than pass through1 Mexico, we al er 
almost tak ing leave of all our friends. W e r e I to tell y o ¡ai 
all the kindness and hospitality, and cordial offers C !e: 
service :that we 'rece ive , and the manner in which ou oc 
rooms (albeit the rooms of an inn) arc filled from mornin re 
till night, it would seem an exaggeration. One acquain 
a nee we have made lately, whom we like so much, tha 
we have been v o c i í c r o u s l y abusing lhe system of fair, 
part in this city, s ince, 'owing to the mistake of a servantj 
we have until now been deprived of the pleasure of know 
ing her. T h e mistake is rectified at the eleventh houd , 
T h e lady is the S e ñ o r a de t ¡ 2 P — — a , one of the tnosjr* 
accomplished and well-informed women in Mexico; a n l 
though our friendship has been short, I trust it may 1̂  
enduring. 

T w o evenings since, we went with the S e ñ o r a de C 
to an amateur concert; and 1 question whether in any 
capital of Kuropr , so many Rood apiaU'iir voices could lie 
cullc't'ltid. I do Hoi Npohl* of l I K - M'inu c or eullivaliinii 
though the hostess, the S e ñ o r a A , lias a pcrfce| 
method. Hut yeslcrday we spent a mosl agreeable even* |lt,, 
ing in a delightful family reunion, at the hoiiíje of Señoí, m 
N i del B o. I t was strictly limited to the family iac 
relations, and was, I believe, his jour de fcLe. If al( 
Mexican society resembled this, w c should have too mucl( 
regret in leaving it. T h e girls handsome, well educated,' 
and simple in their manners and tastes—the Countess a 
model of virtue and dignity. T h e n so much true affection.1 ^ 
and love of home amongst them all ! So much wealth 
and yet good taste and perfect simplicity visible in all that 
surrounds them 1 Mexico is not lost as long as sutli' 
families exist, and though they mingle little in society,! 
the influence of their virtues and charities is widely felt. • 

T h i s morning C n had an audience of the new presi* 
dent. He also paid a visit to General Bustamante, who i$ 
•still at Guadalupe, and preparing for his departure. \W¡ 
will probably sail in the Jason, the man-of-war wliichj 
brought us to V e r a C r u z , and it is probable that wc shaljj 
leave the republic at the same period. T h e Dowagefj 
Marquesa de Vivanco , who in consequence of ill health 
has not left her house for months, was among ou( 
visitors this morning. . v ¡1 
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ia|To-day Count C a dined here, and brought for our 
ui spection the splendid sword presented by Congress to 
al cneral Va lenc ia , with its hilt of brilliants and opals; a 
;0 :autiful piece of workmanship, which does credit to the 
< (exican artificers. H e was particularly brilliant and 

3ii oquent in his conversation to-day—whether his theories 
e right or wrong, they are certainly entrainant. 

nil Our next letters will probably be dated from Toluca . 
1;4 

U I J í T T E R T H K F O R T Y - E I G H T H 

ave Mcíxico—Dil igence—Indian Padre—Brandy-drinking Kemajc— 
Bad Roads—Beautiful View—Escort—Good Breakfast — Crosses— 
Robber's Heatj—SeJcct Party — Lernia — Valley of Toluca — 
Hacienda — Toluca — Count de B and Mr. W The 
CouKUHÍanle — G a y Suppei'—Colonel V Day at ToJuca — 
Journey to L a Gabia—Heat and Hunger—Pleasant Quarters— 
Princely l í s tate—El Pilar—A Zorillo—A Wolf—Long Journey— 
Tortillas—Count de B 'Stale of Miclioacan—Forest Scenery 
—Trojes of Atigatigtteo—Coiniort. 

TOLUCA, t(>ll\. 
'.v vain would be a dcsenpiion with the hopes of bringing 
hem before you, of o u r last few days in Mexico!'—of the 

^ onfusion, the bustle, the visits, the paying of bills, the 
lacking' of trunks, the sending off of heavy luggage to 
era C r u z , and extracting the necessary articles for our 

journey; especially yesterday, when we were surrounded 
'•Jby visitors and cargadores, from half-past seven in the 
3:porning till half-past eleven at night. Our very last 
^jvisitors were the families of C a and E n. T h e 
3.|new president, on dit, is turning his sword into a piough-
* share. Preferring a country to a city life, nearly every 

Sunday he names the house in which lie desires to be 
jêted the following week—now at the vil la of S e ñ o r 
it T a c u b a y a — n o w at the hacienda of S e ñ o r • at San 
Agustin. As yet the diplomatic corps do not attend these 
assemblies, not having been oflicially received; but we 

ilhcar that there ¡s singing and dancing, and other amuse-
jments, and that his excellency is extremely amiable and 

talant. 
B y six o'clock this morning several of our friends were 

jjassemblcd to accompany us to the diligence ( S e ñ o r s 
C 0, M e, R- s, A :c, etc.), which, unfor
tunately, we had not been able to secure for ourselves; 

i f 
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for at this moment, lho whnlo world is in motion, jioin^ 
U> tithmil llii- j,;irnl Min iUi i ) íiiir ui M im Jn ; in tJu U)t> I ^ I ^ U Í ; 
whicli ; begins on the íifth o í O o c e n t e r , and to which 
Toluoa is the direcL' road, i^ortunaiely, llie diligence had,, 
broken down the preceding- evening, and it was necessary 
to repair i t ; otherwise we should have left behind various 
important articles, for in the confusion of our departure^ 
every one had left some requisite item at the hotel;—;f 
C n his gun ; K her b a g ; I every I kin g - and morií! F 
especially lhe book with which 1 intended to beguile tin:; ^ 
weary hours between Mexico and , Toluoa. O u r servant*: o 
boy r a n — S e ñ o r R s mounted his horse, and most good-^ 
naturecily galloped between the diligence ofliee and the 
hotel, until, lit Lit: by l i u í c , all the missing articles were 
restored. W e climbed into the coach, which was M> 
crowded that we could but just turn our heads lo groan 
an Relien to our friends. T h e coach rattled off through 
the streets, dashed through the Alameda, and gradually 
we began to shake down, and, by a little arrangement oí 
cloaks and sarapes, to be less crowded. A padre with a 
very Indian complexion sal between K and me, ;md 
a>. horrible, long, lean, bird-like female, with immense red; 
goggle-Qyes, eoaUbhtck.teeth, iiugurs like claws, a yrvati 
goitre, and drinking brandy at intervals, sat. opposite lot
us. . There were also various men buried in their sarape».i. 
Sati.sliud vvilh a cursory in.speuliou of our companions, i \ 
addressed myself to Hlachwood's M a g a z i)iiir but the roacli; 
which leads towards the Dcs icr lo , ami which we before' 
passed on horseback, is dreadful, and the mules could 
scarcely drag the loaded coach up the steep hills. , We 
were "thrown into ruts, horribly jolted, and .sometimes;-; 
obliged to get out, which would not Uive betm disagree-
able/.but for. the necessity of getting in again. The day 
and the country were beautiful, but impossible to enjoy;¡ 
either, in a shut coach. , W e were father thankful whin j011 
the -wheels, s t icking in a deep rut, we were forced to 
descend,, and • w a l k forwards for some lime. .We had, 311 
before seen the view from these heights, but the elTeetj 
'nevecí was. more str iking than at this tuQincnt. The old] 
city with her towers, lakes, and volcanoes, lay bathed in 
the bright sunshine.. Not a c loud.was in the sky—not an> 
exhalation r o s é from. the. lake—not .a .shadow was on the' 
mbuntajris,., . All was bright and glittering, and flooded 
in thu moruilig li(thl ; while in c o n l r n s í roso to (lie left-
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in^plln' dark, p i i u ^ r m n v t l criifis, bcliinc! whirli ( I H : D c s i c r l o 

try 
)US 
re 

i t 

Í! 
c: 
J ; 
e 

ichf A-t Santa Ké wc changcd horses, and f o u n d there an 
ladj (ücorl wh ich l i a d been ordered for us by General T o r n e i ; 

a necessary p recau t ion in these robber-haunted roads . 
We s topped to breakfas t a t Quaj imalpa, where the i nn is 
kept by a Krenchman , w h o is said to be m a k i n g a l a r g e 
fortune, w h i c h he deserves l o r lhe g o o d breakfas t he h a d 

jrelprcparcd for us by orders of the C o u n t de B and 
Mr. VV , w i i o had preceded us ear ly in the m o i ' n m g 
on horseback; (enviable f a t e ! ) . W e h a d w h i t e fish f r o m 
the r i ve r of L e r m a , w h i c h crosses the p la ins o f T o l u c a , 
fresh and w e l l dressed, and w i t h o u t t ha t taste o f w.ud 
which those f r o m the M e x i c a n L a g u n a occasional ly h a v e ; 
also hot cut le ts , potatoes, coffee, etc. 

Af t e r l e a v i n g t ins i n n , s i tua ted in a c o u n t r y f o r m e d o f 
leaps of lava and volcanic rocks , the landscape becomes 
more beau t i fu l and wooded . I t Is, however , dangerous , 

j i fori account o f the shelter w h i c h the w o o d e d m o u n t a i n s 
a afford to the k n i g h t s o f the road , and to whose p red i l ec t i on 

for these w i l d sol i tudes, the n u m b e r o f crosses bore w i t 
ness. I n a w o o d y defile there is a smal l clear space ca l l ed 
" í .as C r u c e s " where several wooden crosses p o i n t o u t the 
site of the famous ba t t le be tween the cura te H i d a l g o a n d 
the Spanish General T r u x i l l o . A n object rea l ly i n k e e p i n g 
wild the w i l d scenery, was lhe head o f the celebrated 
robber Maldonado, nai led to the pine-tree beneath w h i c h 
he c o m m i t t e d his last murde r . I t is n o w qu i t e b lack , and 
grins there , a w a r n i n g to his comrades and an encourage
ment t o t r ave l l e r s . F r o m the age of' t en to t h a t of fifty, 

ü''lhe fo l lowed the honourable profession o f free-trader, w h e n 
"In: i -Kpialed his c r imes . T h e padre who was in the coach 

will? us, to ld us t ha t he hea rd his last confession. T h a t 
g r i nn ing sku l l was once l l i c head o f a man , and an u g l y 
one too , they say ; b u t s t r anger s t i l l i t is to t h i n k , t ha t 
that m a n was once a baby, and sat on his m o t h e r ' s knee, 
and tha t his m o t h e r may have been pleased t o see h i m 
cut his first tooth. I f she cou ld b u t see his teeth n o w ! 
Under t h i s very head, and as i f to show the i r con t emp t fo r 
law and jus t ice , the robbers la te ly eased some t rave l le r s 
of the i r l u g g a g e . ' Those w h o were robbed , however , were 
false coiners , r a the r a c o m m o n class in T o l u c a , . and t w o of 
these ingen ious gen t lemen were i n the coach w i t h us (as 
tt'i* i i f l e r w a i d s l ea rn t ) , and were r e t u r n i n g to that c i t y . 
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These, w i t h the b r a n d y - d r i n k i n g female, composed ou Í tl 
select l i t t l e p a r t y ! nd 

T h e scenery w i t h o u t was decidedly preferable to tlia Ve 
. w i t h i n , and the lea thern sides of the vehicle being- rollei nd< 
u p , we had a tolerable v i e w . W h a t h i l l s covered witttlex 
noble pines ! W h a t beau t i fu l pasture-fields, do t t ed wiilfain. 
c lumps o f trees, tha t l ooked as i f disposed for effect, akist; 
i n an E n g l i s h p a r k !—f i r s , oaks , cedars, and elms. Arr ive&as 
at the t o w n or viUa^'O. of I . r . r n i a , i amot i s for l i s i n i i n u f a c * 
tu re of spurs , and s l a m j i n y in a mar shy coun t ry at lhe as 
entrance o f lhe val ley o f T o l u c a , al l danger of (he robber* «1 
is puHScd, and w i t h lhe danger , m u d ) of i lu - beauty of tliciiiy. 
scenery. B u t we b r e a t í i e d m o r e freely on another account, ine 
for here she of the gogg-le-eyes and g o i t r e , descended with 0 c 
her b randy-bo t t l e , r e l i ev ing us f rom the oppressive intlii- iaU 
ence of the sor t o f day-mare , i f there be such a t i l ing , urr 
w h i c h her presence had been to us. tan 
. T h e va l ley o f T o l u c a was n o w before us, i t s volcano he 
t o w e r i n g i n the distance. T h e pla ins a round looked cold ilis 
and dreary , w i t h pools o f t r ansparen t wa te r , and swamps ra^ 
filled w i t h v a r i o u s species o f w a t e r - f o w l . T h e hacienda êv 
o f San Nico las , the p r o p e r t y o f S e ñ o r M i e r y Te ran , a thai 
S p a n i a r d , was the only object tha t we saw w o r t h y of Tht 
no t i ce , before w e reached T o l u c a . T h i s hacienda, for- of t 
m e r l y the p r o p e r t y of the Carmel i t e m o n k s , is à valuable gra 
estate. N o t a tree is to be seen here, or i n the valley, a cou 
g r e a t ex ten t o f w h i c h is inc luded in i t ; b u t i t is surrounded sait 
b y vas t fields of maguey and ma ize ; i t is t raversed by .1 |cav 
fine r ive r , a n d is one o f the mos t prof i table estates in the ) 
c o u n t r y . , T h e labourers here are in genera l the Ot tomic : 
I nd i ans , a poor and degraded t r ibe. He re wc dismissed 
o u r escort, w h i c h had bt i rn changed every six leagues, '. 
and entered T o l u c a abou t four o ' c lock , pass ing the C a r r i l a 1 
w i t h o u t the t roublesome opera t ion o f searching, to which 
t rave l le r s in genera l are subject. W e found tolerable 
rooms in an i n n ; a t least there were t w o or three wooden 
cha i rs in each, and a deal table in o n e ; and M r . W 
and the C o u n t de B l o o k i n g ou t for us. Colonel 
Y - • had n o t ye t made his appearance. ); 

To luca , a l a rge and i m p o r t a n t c i ty , lies at the foot oí } 
t he m o u n t a i n of San M i g u e l de T t t t u c u i t l a l p i c o ; and is an 
o l d , qu ie t , g o o d - l o o k i n g , respectable-seeming place, about Ü 
as sad and so l i t a ry as Puebla . T h e streets, the square, 1 
a n d the churches arc clean and handsome. T o the south 
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u [ the c i ty He extens ive pla ins covered w i t h r i ch c r o p s ; 
-ad about ten miles i n the same d i r ec t i on is the vo lcano . 

<t \!e w a l k e d out i n the af te rnoon to the A l a m e d a , pass ing 
nder the portales; handsomer and cleaner t h a n those of 

tlslexico; a n d sat d o w n on a stone bench beside a f o u n -
lliain, a pos i t i on w h i c h commanded a beau t i fu l v i e w of the 
akistant h i l l s and o f the volcano, beh ind w h i c h the sun 
; ¿ a s s e t t i n g in a sea o f l i q u i d flame, making- i t l ook l i k e 
c - l^ rca i pear l í y i n ^ amongs t me l ted rubies . T h e A lameda 
leías not been much o r n a n i c n l c d , and is ( |u i le u n l ç n a n í e d ; 
rAit w a l k s are cu t t h r o u g h the grass , and they were m a k i n g 
icpay. K v c r y l h i n g looked (jinel and eon ven t - l i ke , and a 
t j n e fresh a i r passed over thu n e w - m o w n grass , i n c l i n i n g 
hlo co ld , b u t pleasant. The vo lcano is scooped o u t i n t o a 
i- latural bas in , c o n t a i n i n g , i n the very m i d s t o f i ts fiery 

urnace, t w o lakes of the purest , coldest and m o s t t rans -
larent wa t e r . I t is said tha t the v iew f r o m i t s s u m m i t , 

a he ascent t o w h i c h is very f a t i g u i n g , but has been accom-
J ilished, is beau t i fu l and extensive. O q the la rges t l ake 
i ravellers have e m b a r k e d in a canoe, bu t I believe i t has 
i sever been crossed, on account o f the v u l g a r pre judice 
1 ihat i t is un fa thomab le , and has a w h i r l p o o l in the centre , 
f i t l ie vo lcano is about fifteen thousand feet above the level 

of t he sea, and nine thousand above T o l u c a . I t .is no t so' 
grand as Popocatepet l , but a respectable vo lcano f o r a 
ieountry t o w n — " m u y decente" (very decent) , as a man 
said i n t a l k i n g o f the p y r a m i d s t ha t ado rn the w o n d e r f u l 
cavern o f C u c u h u a m i l p a . 
! W e ordered supper at the i n n , and were j o ined by the 
Comandante o f T o l u c a , D o n M A , the olf iccr w h o 
came ou t t o meet us when we a r r i v e d in M e x i c o . : I r e g r e t 
io s la te tha t such a d i s t i ngu i shed pa r ty should have sat 
down, s ix i n number , to fowl and fr i jo les , w i t h only three 
knives and t w o fo rks between them. T h e p rov iden 
travellers had , however , b r o u g h t g o o d w i n e ; and i f O' 
supper w a s no t very e legant , i t was a t least very gr 
Colonel Y a r r i v e d about ten o ' c l o c k ; b u t i t is ag r 

| l h a t the an imals require one day ' s rest , and we 1 
consequently spend t o - m o r r o w at To luca . j 

17th.—-We have spent th is day i n a r r a n g i n g our ^ 
in w h i c h we are g u i d e d not by the most d i rec t , f ^ 
most agreeable ; in w a l k i n g t h r o u g h the c i t y , w ' 
the t i m e o f federa l i sm, was the cap i ta l o f the / G t o 
c l i m b i n g some o f the steep roads cu t t h r o u g h t lv ' ^ e n 
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whose base it l ies; and in admiring- the churches and th 
convents, and broad, well-paved streets with their hand 
some houses, painted white and red. It is decided that 
the first night of our pilgrimage, we shall request hos 
pitality at the hacienda of the ex-minister Hechavarria— 
L a G a b i a , which is about ten leagues of very bad road 
from Toluca—which is sixteen from Mexico. All these 
important nrrangcnumls bciiif*' made, and a sketch o f our 
journey traced out, we arc about retiring" to rest, in the 
agreeable prospect of not entering any four or two wheeled 
vehicle, be it a cart, carriage, coach, or diligence, till \vc 
return here. 

I.A UAIIM, jylll. 
• T o get under weigh the first morning was a work of 
some difficulty. Mules to be loaded, horses to be fitted 
with saddles; and one mule lame, and another to be pro
cured, and the trunks found to be too heavy, and so on. 
W e rose at live, dressed by candlelight, took chocolate, 
put on our mangas, and then planted ourselves in the 
pHHNMfjo hlnUÍii|; dOw n H J H M I 1 In- f u t l i a . I n w a I H i I he pro
ceedings and pi cpai alioiiij, Colonel A arrived at 
seven-with n trooper, In a m u i m i i n y us part of lhe wav; 
í ind'We't íüt oil' while it wua roul, wilhuuL waking lor tiic 
rest of the party. T o l u c a looked silent and dig-niiied as 
we passed through the streets—with its old convents and 
dark hills. T h e road, after leaving- the city, was stony 
arid m o u n t a i n o u s ; and having reached a small rancho 
with an old oratorio beside it, we halted to wait for our 
travelling companions. Colonel A amused us with 
an account of'his warfare against the Comanches, in which 
service'he had been terribly wounded. Singular contrast 
between; lllOse í e m o i o u s barbai ian.s and lhe mild Indians 
of the interior ! l i e considers them an exceedingly hand
some, line-looking race; whose resources, bolh for war 
and trade, are so great, that were it not for their natural 
indolence, the ' diOiculties of checking their ag;gression 
would be formidable indeed. Colonel A being obliged 
to return to Tnhtcn, left us in eliarge of his Iroopei", and 
Wti Witllt'-d tit lia- l i t l t r l t o iut id m u i . i n d i an t i o n i , when o u r 
^arty appeared with a long train of mules and m o z o s ; the 
VcnUemen dressed Mexican fashion as well as their men; 
Cie best dress in the world for it long equestrian journey, 
aolonel Y - — ' h a d staid behind to procure another mule, 
aid there being two roads, we, as generally happens in 
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í these cases, chose the wors t ; which Jed us for leagues over 

a hilly country, unenlivened by tree, shrub, bush, or flower. 
The sun was already h i j ^ h , and the day intensely hot. 
We passed an occasional poor hut—a chance Indian passed 
us—siiowed his white teeth, and, in spite of the load on his 
back, contrived to draw his hat off his matted locks, and 
give us a mild gnod morrow—but for the rest, from D a n 
to B t x r s h d K i , f r o m T o l u c a t o L a ( labia, all was barren. 
ly twelve o ' c l o c k we might have fancied ourselves passing-

over the burning plains of Mesopotamia, notwithstanding-
an occasional cold breeze which swept across us for a 
moment, serving only to make us feel the heat with 
greater force. T h e n barranca followed barranca. T h e 
horses climbed up one crag , and slid down another. B y 
two o'clock we were all s tarving with hunger, but nothing 
was to be had. l iven Nebuchadnezzar would have found 
himself at a nonplus. T h e Count de B contrived to 
buy some grauiditas and parched corn from an Indian , 
which kepi: us quiet for a little whi le; and we tried to 
i:iMi:H»Nr ( M I I M - I W - I by It^iening to our arrieros , who s truck 
up some wild songs in chorus, as tlii:y drove t h e wearied 
imilc:; up ll)'' burning hills. Kvcry Indian that we met 
a s s u m i us l lu t L a ( ¡a lna was " c c r q u i h t " (¡uilo i i c í i r - -
" d e t r á s lomila ," behind the l i l l lc h i l l ; and every little 
hill that we passed presented to our view':another little 
hill, but no signs of the much-wished-for dwelling. A 
more barren, treeless, and uninteresting country than 
this road (on which vvc have unanimously, revenged our
selves by g iv ing it the name of "the road of the three 
hundred barrancas ") led us through, I never beheld. 
However, "it 's a long lane that has no turning," as we 
.say in S m l l a n d ; am I brl wurn l.hrr.e and four, I,¡\ Gubia 
was actually in s ight; a long, low building, whose entrance 
iippeatvd-to us t h e very gates of Eden . VYc were a l l j .but 
especially me, who had ridden w i l h . m y veil 'up,' from a 
curiosity to see where my horse was going> burnt to the 
colour of Pawnee Indians. , ; , . 

W o were nmsl cordially welcomed by S e ñ o r H e c h á v q r r i a 
¡íiid h U hi o l lifi n .'m law, mid niMin rcl're.Hhrd by rest nnd 
an excellent dinner. Fortunately K — — 1 and I had no 
m i r r o r s ; but each gave such a i latlcring description of 
the other's countenance, that it was quite graphic. 

This , beautiful .hacienda, which formerly1 belonged •to 
the Count de Reg la , whose possessions must have been 
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royal , is thirty leagues in length and seventeen in w i d t h -
containing in this great space the productions of every ^ 
climate, from the fir-clad mountains on a level with the 
volcano of To luca , to the fertile plains which produce corn 
and maize; and lower down, to fields of sugar-cane and 
other productions of the tropics. 

W e retired to rest betimes, and early this mornin» 
rode out with these gonilenicn, ¡ihoul live leagues through 
(hç Imelrmln. Tht- inniniuj; w.i.s Ini^lit ami t-xhikintliiiK, > 
and our animals being tired, we had fresh, strong little; 
horses belonging to their stud, whid i carried us delight-. 
fully. W e rode through beautiful pine-woods and beside 
running water, contrasting agreeably with our yesterday's • 
journey; and were accompanied by three handsome little 
boys, children of the family, the finest and manliest little 
fellows Í ever saw, who, dressed in a complete Mexican 
costume, l ike three miniature rancheros, rode boldly and 
fearlessly over everything.. There was a great deal oí 
firing at crows and at the wild duck on a beautiful little 
lake, but I did not observe that any one was burdened 
with too much game. W e got o f f our horses to clinib 
through the wooded hills and ravines, and passed some 
hours lying under the pine-trees, l istening to the gurgling 
of the little brook, whose bright waters make music in the 
solitude; and, like the soldiers at the pronunciamiento, 
but with surer aim, pelting each other from behind the 
parapets of the tall trees, with fir tops. About ten o'clock 
we returned to breakfast; and Colonel Y having 
arrived, we are now preparing to continue our journey 
this afternoon. 

A N G A N G U E O , 20tb. 
W e left L a Cíabia at four o'clock, accompanied by our 

hospitable hosts for some leagues, al l their own princely 
property, through great pasture-fields, woods of fir and 
oak, hills clothed with trees, and line clear streams. W'v 
also passed a valuable stone-quarry; and were shown a hill 
belonging to the Indians, presented to them by a former 
proprietor. W c formed a long train, and I pitied the 
mistress of £ 1 Vilar, our next halting-place, upon whom | 
such a regiment was about to be unexpectedly quartered. I 
Yhere were C n, K , and I , and a servant; the 
Count de B and his servant; Mr. W and his 
servant ; Colonel Y and his m e n ; mules, arrieros, 
spare mules, and led horses; and all the nwuos arnud, 
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forming- altogether a formidable gang. W e took leave 
of the Heehavarr ia family when it was already growing 
dusk, and when the moon had risen found we had taken a 
¡reat round; so that it was late at night when we arrived 
at E l P i lar , a small hacienda, situated in a wild-looking,, 
solitary part of the country. A servant had been sent 
forward to inform the lady of the establishment of our 
approach, and we were most kindly received. T h e house 
is c - l c a n iimt prulty, ¡uní, l i rrd as we were, the Ó"ÍÍ/ÍÍ, boast
ing oí an old piano, tempted us to try a waltz while they 
ivcre preparing supper. T h e man who waited at table,, 
before he removed the things, popped down upon his 
knees, and recited a long prayer aloud. T h e gentlemen 
dad one apartment prepared for them—we another, in 
which, nay, even in the large four-posted and well-cur
tained bed allotted to us, Madame Yturbide had slept 
when on her way to Mexico before her coronation. T h e 
Señora M also showed us her picture, and spoke of 
her and the emperor with great enthusiasm. 

This morning we rose by candlelight, at live o'clock, 
with the prospect of a long ride, hav ing to reach the 
Trojes oj Angatigueo, a mining district (trojes literally 
mean granaries ) , fourteen leagues from 1£1 F i lar . T h e 
morning was cold and raw, with a dense fog covering the 
plains, so that we could scarcely see each other's faces, 
and found our mangas particularly agreeable. W e were 
riding quickly across these ugly marshy wastes, when a 
curious animal crossed our path, a zoriilo, or efat l , as the 
Indians call it, and which Bouffon mentions under the 
g-eneric name of mouffetes. I t looks like a brown and 
white fox, with an enormous tail, which it holds up like a 
great feather in the air. I t is known not only for the 
beauty of its sk in , but for the horrible and pestilential 
odour with which it defends itself when attacked, and 
uhich poisons the air for miles around. Notwithstanding 
the warnings of the mozos as to its peculiar mode of 
defence, the gentlemen pursued it with guns and pistols, 
on horseback and on foot, but fired in vain. T h e beast 
seemed bullet-proof; turning, doubling, winding, crossing' 
pools, hiding" itself, stopping for a moment as if it were 
killed, and then trotting off again with its feathery tail 
much higher than its head; so that it seemed to be running 
backwards . T h e fog favoured it very much. It was cer 
tainly wounded in the paw, and as it stopped and seemed 
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to hesitate, the sportsmen thought they had caught himaord 
but a íTunute afterwards away went lhe waving iniltver 
amongst1 the pools and the marshy grass , the zorillo, n m d 
doubt, accompanying it, though we could not sec him^art 
and íortunateJy witJiout resorting to any offensive or y a 
defensive measures. W h i l e they were chasing the zorillo, ine 
and we had rode a little way off, that w c might not be {ill 
accidentally shot in the fog, an immense wolf came loom-kir1 
ing by in lhe mist, with its stealthy gallop, close to our i>in 
horses', causing us to shout for the sportsmen; bul our ore 
numbers ¡frighícned il ; beside:, which, if had Imi just urn 
breakfasted on a mule belonging to the hacienda, as wc hat 
were told by the son of the proprietress of F,l P i lar , who, Jin 
huartng all this distant i iring, had ridden out to inquiic igh 
into its cause, supposing that we might have lost ov\r way dist 
in the fog, and were firing signals of distress. fin 1 

• W e continued our journey across these plains for about nhe: 
three leagues, .when ¡he sun rose and scattered the mist; 'gar 
and after cross ing a river, we entered the woods and rode anc 
between the shadows of the trees, through lovely forest !¡am 
scenery» interspersed wi th dells and plains and sparkling idai 
rivulets. But by the time we left these woods, and made -pur 
our way < up amongst the hills, the sun w a s riding high unt 
in the'heavens, the pastures and green trees disappeanxl, 'col 
and , though the country was still fertile and" the soil \. òal 
r ich , its beauties lay hid in the valleys below. K 's i So 
horse' received a sort of coup ile so ldi , shivered and ; pa 
trembled, and would not go on ; so she mounted another, im 
and one of the mozos led hers slowly by a different road en 
to a village, to be watered. About one o'clock we began ro; 
to w i s h for breakfast, but the mules which carried the go 
provisions had taken a different path, and were not in th 
s ight ; so that, arriving at an Indian hut close by a run- he 
n ing stream, we were unanimous in dismounting, and at bl 
least procuring some iortillas from the inmutes. At the 1 ot 
same time, the Count de very philanthropically hired .] n£ 
ah" old 1 discoloured-looking horse, which was grazing {\ si 
peaceably outside the hut, and mounting the astonished ;ij w 
quadruped, who had never, in his wildest dreams, cal- 'é. vi 
culated upon having so fine a' chevalier on his back, l b ' 
galloped off in search of more solid food, while we set m-U 
the' Indian women to baking tortillas. H e returned in l | w 
about half an hour, with some bones of boiled mutton, tied § g 
up in a handkerchief 1 some salt, and thick tortillas, called M n 
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orditas, and was received with immense applause, 
very thing- vanished in an incredibly .short space o í time, 

oind we resinned our journey with renewed vigour. T o -
, ards the afternoon we entered the slate of Michoacan, 
p y a road (destined to be a highway) traced through great 
, ine-forests, after stopping once more to rest at L a s 

Villas, a few huts , or rather wooden cages, at the out-
kirls of the wood. Nothing can be more beautiful or 
aniantic than this ruad, ascending through these noble 
we.sls, whose lofty oaks and gigantic • pines clothe the 
iimmtams to jheir highest .summil.-i; soinetij)ies so high, 
hat, as we look upwards, lhe trees seem diiuinished to 
hrubs and bushes; the sun darting his w a r m , golden 
^ht between lhe dark-green exlended branches of these 

Jlistant forest pyramids, so that they seem to be basking 
jin the very focus of his rays . Untrodden and virgin as 
jlhese forests appear, an occasional cross, with its withered 
garland, gives token of life, and also o í death; and green 
;and lonely is the grave which the traveller lias found 
famong these Alpine solitudes, under the shadows of the 
jdark pine, on a bed of fragrant wild-flowers, fanned by the 
jpure air from the mountain-tops. T h e flowers which g r o w 
lunder the shade of the trees are beautiful and gay in their 
colours. H very where there are blue lupins, marigolds, 
dahlias, and innumerable blossoms with Indiah names. 
Sometimes we dismounted and walked up the steepest 
parts, to rest our horses and ourselves; but, as it was 
impossible to go fast on these stony paths,: it became 
entirely dark before Angangueo was in s ight; and the 
road, which, for a great part of the way, is remarkably 

j good, now led us down a perpendicular descent amongst 
the trees, covered with rocks and stones, so that the 

j horses sLumbled, and one, which afterwards proved to be 
j blind of one eye, and not to see very clearly with the 
1 other, fell and threw his rider, who was not hurt. I t was 
j near eight o'clock (and we had been on horseback since 

/j six in the morning), when, after cross ing a shallow stream, 
;i we saw the fires of the furnaces of Angangueo, a mining 
ú village, at lhe fool of ¡snim: wild hills, W c rode past the 
Í huts, where the blazing fires were shining on (lie .swarthy 

faces of the workmen, the road skirt ing the valley, till 
we reached the house of D o n Carlos H e i m b ü r g c r , a Pol i sh 
gentleman at the head of the G e r m a n mining establish-

| | ment. T h i s house, the only one of any consequence at 
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Anganguco, is extremely pretty, with a piazza in frontj 
looking down upon the vnlley, which at ni^lit seenis like f 
the dweUing of the Cyc lops , and within a very picture o 
comfort. W e were welcomed by the master of the house, li! 
and by Madame B n, a pretty and accomplished is 
German lady, the wife of a physician who resides there, ha 
W e had already known her in Mexico, and were glad to s 
renew our acquaintance in this outlandish spot. One 
must have travelled fourteen leag-ues, from morning; tillfh 
night, to know how comfortable her little drawing-room in 
appeared, with its well-cushioned red sof.'is, bright lights, n 
and vases of (lowers, as we c;une m from the cold and M 
darkness, and how pretty and e.vira-civilized she looked in ht 
her black satin gown, not to mention the excellent dinner ¡n 
and the large fires, for they have chimneys in this part oí Í 
the world. I n a nice little bedroom, with a cheerful fire, W 
the second time I have seen one in two years, 1 indite jib 
these particulars, and shall continue from our next place 
of rest. 

L E T T K R T H K I ' O R T Y - N I N T H 

Lciivc Trojes—lJuuutifui Turntofy—Tarrascan Indians—Tuxiiuuroa— 
Distressed Condition—An Iiuprovcment—Cold Morning—Queicn-
daro—Fine Breed of Horses—San llarlolo—Produce—Country-
Proprietors—Colear—Ride to Morelia—Wild Pucks—Sunset— 
Cathedral Bell — Cu incho — Curates M o í d o s , Mantamoros and 
Hidalgo—Warm Baths—Handsome Girls—Starving Traveller,— 
Lost Mules—Lancers—Night on a Heap of Straw—Mules Found 
— Tzintzontzan — King Calsonsi — Pascuaro — Kind Reception — 
Bishop—'Robbers—Cum—Night in a Barn—Mountain—Uruapa— 
Enchanting Scenery—Pleasant Family—Joiullo. 

V . U X A I x H . l l l , j ^ i h -

A s the house was so agreeable, and our next day's journey 
short, we could not prevail upon ourselves to leave the 
T r o j e s before nine o'clock; and even then, with the hopes 
of spending some time there on our return to see the 
mining establishment; the mills for grinding ore, the 
horizontal water-wheels, etc., etc. ; and still more, the 
beautiful scenery in the neighbourhood. 

T h a t you may understand our line of march, take a 
map of Mexico, and you will sec that Michoucan, one of 
the most beautiful and fertile territories in the world, is 
bounded on the north by the river • L e r m a , afterwards 
known by the name of R i o G r a n d e ; also by the department 
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intjí Guanajuato; to the cast and north-east it bounds that 
ikflf Mexico, and to the west, that of Guadala jara . I t lies 
oj n the western slope o í the Great Cordi l lera of Anahuuc. 

se,lilis, woods, and beautiful valleys diversify its surface; 
let) is pasture-grounds are watered by numerous streams, 
re, bat rare advantage under the torrid zone, and the cl imate 
to s cool and healthy. The Indians of this department are 

'ne he Tcrascos—the Ottomi and the Chichimeca Indians, 
till The first arc the most civilized of the tribes, and their 
Miijanguage the most harmonious. W e arc now travelling 
tsf!n a north-westerly direction, towards the capital of the 
ndltate, Val ladol id, or Morelia, as it lias been called since 
in She independence, in honour of the curate M ú r e l o s , its 
:er preat supporter. 

oi l W e had a pleasant ride of nine leagues through an 
e, Bpen pasture-country, meeting with nothing very remark-
le iiilc on our journey, but an Indian woman seated on the 
:e vround, her Indian husband standing beside her. Both 

p d probably been refreshing themselves with pulque— 
jpcrhaps even with its homoeopathic extract mezca l ; hut the 
Indian was sober and sad, and stood with his arms folded, 
jiul l i»; most patient and pitying face,, while his wife, 
quite overcome with the strength of the potation, and 
unable to go any further, looked up at him with the most 
imploring air, saying repeatedly—'* Matame, Migue l , 
mtame *' ( K i l l me, Miguel—ki l l me)—apparently consider
ing herself quite unfit to live. 

About five o'clock we came in s ight of the pretty 
village and old church of T a x i m a r o a ; and riding up to the 
mesons or inn, found two empty dark rooms with mud 
floors—without windows, in fact without anything but 
llieir four walls • neither bench, eiiair, nor table. Although 

Jwe travel with our own beds, this looked rather uninviting, 
ftspecially after the pleasant quarters vvc had just left; 
jand we turned our eyes wistfully towards a pretty small 
house upon a hill , with a painted portico, thinking how 
agreeably situated we should be there ! Colonel Y — — 
thereupon rode up the hill, and presenting himself to the 

;| owner of this house, described our forlorn prospects, and 
he kindly consented to permit us all to sup there, and 
moreover to receive the ladies for the night. F o r the 
gentlemen he had no room, having but one spare apart
ment, as one of his family was a great invalid, and could 
not be moved. Accordingly, our travell ing luggage w a s 
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carried up the hi l l ; lho horses and nuiles ami servant: val 
wore i|iitirleietl in (In; v i l l . iKi ' , Hie ^ r n i l r n x m louml Jodyinj iiul 
for thumsulves in n bachelor's house, and we found our iluc 
fiulvcn in very agreeable quarlers, on ¡i pie l ly pinzzii, wilUiu; 
an extensive view, and one laryc room, containing a tabling 
and some benches, at our service. Meanwhile, M . d< iar 
13 rushed tluouijli tlie viHn^e, (indin^ e¡;>;s and liensWh 
and Uirtillns, and l l u a i ri.-lurnin^, he and Mr. VV ¡̂nvi 
produced the. travelling,'" stores o í beef and tongue, andluie 
sel about making mustard and drawing boUles o í wine,!>lal 
to the great wonderment and ediiicatiou of the honest prosou 
prietor. K v e n a clean tablecloth was produced; a piecetifu 
of furniture which he had probably never seen before, and thr 
now eyed wistfully, doubtless taking it for a sheet. We the 
had a most amusing supper, some performing dexterously anc 
with penknives, and others using tortillas as forks. Wo i 
won the heart of the bourgeois by sending a cup of tea to dai 
his invalid, and invitingr him to partake o í another, which pre 
he seemed to consider a rare and medicinal beverage.IVa 
About'nine o'clock the gentlemen departed to their lodg-|tio 
¡ n g s , and our beds were erected in the large room when: 
we had supped; the man assuring us that he was quite 

'pleased to httvc us under his roof, and liked our company 
extremely we l l ; adding, " M e cuadra mucho la genic 
decente" (I am very fond of decent people). 

W e left T a x i m a r o a at six o'clock, having spent rather' 
a disturbed night, in consequence of the hollow coughs 
with which the whole family seemed afllicted, at least tlicf 
poor invalid on one side of our room, and the master of. 
the house on the other. T h e morning was so cold, that 
every manga and sarape was put in requisition. Our 
ride this day was through superb sei:nrryt every variety of 
hill t u u l Vdltt ! ) ' , vvnl<T a n d w o o d , p .utUuiai ly the uiu&l 
beautiful woods of lofty oaks, the whole with scarcely a 
trace of cullivatioiij and for lhe most part entirely unin
habited. O u r numbers were augmented by Colonel I p 
Y 's troop, who rode from Morelia to meet him. W e ji b' 
bad' a long journey, passed by the little village of 5aM 4 d 
• A n d r é s , and stopped to eat lorliUas in a very dirty hut m t\ 
at Pueblo Viejo , surrounded by the dirtiest little Indian | | w 
children. Throughout the whole ride, the trees and J g 
flowering-shrubs were beautiful, and the scenery so varied, m a 
that although we rode for eleven hours in a hot sun, we S p 
scarcely felt fatigued, for wherever there are trees and tf p 
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t Q i e r and iYesh fí recn grass , the eye í s rested. . In this 
I tiul in oni" l.ifil lew day;>' juiiriicy, wv, saw a number of 
r iluc birds,- called by llie common people guurdia-liusqucs, 
Úvuud g u a n l i a i i ü . Aboul l ial í-pasl . í ive we e n í e r e d íi wind-
Ung road, through a naUiral shrubbery, leading lo Quoreii-
klaro, the fine hacienda of S e ñ o r IMmentel, a senator. 
iíU'licn wc ; tmvrd tlir fainily were at dinner, and we were 
-invited to join t h e m , a j ' l e r whieJj we went out to see the 
dtiaeienda, and especially the handsome and well-kept 
f i a b l e s , where the proprietor has a iamotis breed of horses, 
>• sume of which were trotted out for our inspection—beau-
•etiful, spirited creatures—one called "Hi lo de Oro " (golden 
d thread)—another, " P i c o Blanco " (white mouth), etc. In 
e the inner courtyard arc many beautiful and rare flowers, 
y and everything is kept in great order. 
e At nine o'clock the following morning we left Quercn-
u (lat'O, and rode on to S a n Bartolo , a vas t and beautiful 
li. property, belonging to S e ñ o r Don Joucjuin Gomez, of 
. jValiadolid. T h e family were from home, with the excep-
- tion of his son and nephew, who did the honours of 'the 

house with such cordial and genuine hospitality, that w c 
felt perfectly at home before the day was over, I think 

h the Mexican character is never seen to such advantage 
as in the country, amongst these great landed'proprietors 
of old famijy, who live on their own estates, engaged in 
agricultural pursuits, and entirely removed from all the 
party feeling and petty interests of a city life. I t is true 
that the life of a country gentleman here is that of a 
hermit, in the total absence of al l society, in the nearly 
unbroken solitude that surrounds him. F o r leagues and 
leagues there is no habitation but his own ; the nearest 
iniserabli; village may h e distant half a day's journey, 
over an alniost impawiablr road. l ie is "monarch of al l 
he surveys ," a king amongst his farm servants and Indian 

1 workmen. Nothing- can exceed the independence of his 
I posit ion; but to enjoy this wild country life, he must be 
A born to it. H e must be a first-rate horseman, a n d ' a d -
;ij dieted to all kinds of country sport; and if he can spend 
jg the day in r iding over his estate, in directing his workmen . 
If watching over his improvements, redressing; disputes and 

grievances, 'and can sit down in the evening in his large 
and lonely halls, and philosophically bury himself in! the 
pages of some favourite author,' ¡ then his t ime' wi l l 
probably not hang heavy on his hands. 
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A s for the young master here, he was up with the lark 

—he was on the nmM untnirfjthlc horse in the h.tcicmia, 
and away across the fields with his followers, chasing the 
bulls as he went—he was fishing-—he was shooting—lie 
was making- bullets—he was leagues off at a village, seeing 
a country bull-fight—he was always in a good humour, 
and so were all who surrounded him—he was engaged in 
the dangerous amusement of colour—and by the even
ing it would have been a clever writer who had kept hh 
eyes open after such a day's work. Never was there ;i 
young lad more evidently fitted for a free life in the 
country. 

There was a generous, frank liberality apparent in 
everything in this hacienda, that it was agreeable to 
witness; nothing petty or calculating. S e ñ o r — - , lame 
through an accident, and therefore unable to mount his 
horse, or to go far on foot, seemed singularly gentle and 
kind-hearted. T h e house is one of the prettiest and most 
cheerful we have seen yet ; but we passed a great stone | 
building on the road, which the proprietor of S a n Bartolo ' 
is having constructed for one of his family, which, if it 
keep its promise, will be a palace when finished. The 
principal produce of this hacienda is pimiento, the cap
s icum. T h e r e is the pimiento dulce and the y pimiento 
picante, the sweet fruit of the common capsicum, and 
the fruit of the bird pepper capsicum. The Spaniards 
gave to all these peppers the name of chile, which they 
borrowed from the .Indian word quauhchiUi, and which, to 
the native Mexicans, is as necessary an ingredient of food 
as salt is to us. At dinner we had the greatest variety 
of fine fruit, and pulque, which is particularly good in 
this neighbourhood. T h e y also make here a quantity of 
excellent cheese. 

After dinner they proceeded to amuse us with the colear 
•of the bulls, of which amusement the Mexicans through
out the whole republic are passionately fond. T h e y collect 
a herd, single out several, gallop after them on horseback; 
and he who is most skilful, catches the bull by the tail, 
piiUM}* it under bin own l i^l i l I r j ; , h i m * il round the hi^h 
ptjmmel, of his saddle, and wheeling his horse round at 
r ight angles by a sudden movement, the bull falls on his | 
fa,ce.' E v e n boys of ten years old joined in this sport. It 
is no wonder that the Mexicans are such centaurs, seem
ing to form part and parcel of their horses, accustomed as 
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they are from childhood to those dangerous pastimes. 
This is very dangerous, since the horses' legs constantly 
£el entangled will i ilmsu ol lhe í a l l ing l>ull, which .throws 
both horse and rider. Manifold arc the accidents which 
result from it, but they are certainly not received us w a r n 
ings; and after all , such sports, where there is nothing 
bloody, nor even cruel, saving the thump which the bull 
gets, and the mortification which he no doubt feels, but 
iroin both of which he soon recovers; and which are mere 
games of ski l l , trials of address—are manly and strength
ening, and help to keep up the physical superiority of that 
fine race of men—the Mexican rancheros. 

T h e next day we parted from our travell ing companions, 
the Count de B and M r . W , who are on their way 
to the fair of S a n Juan, and are from thence going to 
Tepic, even to the shores of the Pacific Ocean. Unfor 
tunately, our time is limited, and we cannot venture on 
so distant an expedition; but we greatly regretted separat-

j ing from such pleasant compagnons d$ voyage. W e spent 
I the morning in walk ing about the hacienda, seeing cheese 

made, and vis i t ing the handsome chapel, the splendid 
stone granaries , the great mills, etc. W e also hope, to 
spend some time here on our return. B y letters received 
this morning from Mexico, we find that S e ñ o r Gomez 
Pedraza has left the ministry. 

As w e had but six leagues to ride in order to reach 
M o r d í a , we did not leave S a n Bartolo till four in the 
afternoon, and enjoyed a pretty ride through a fertile and 
well-wooded country, the road good and the evening 
delightful. A s the sun set, millions and tens of millions 
of ducks , in regular ranks and regiments, darkening the 
air, flew over our heads, changing their quarters from one 
lake to another. Morelia is celebrated for the purity of 
its atmosphere and the exceeding beauty of its s k y ; and 
this evening upheld its reputation. T o w a r d sunset, the 
whole western horizon was covered with myriads of little 
lilac and gold clouds, floating in every fantastic form 
over the bright blue of the. heavens. T h e lilac deepened 
into purple, ' blushed into rose-eolpur, brightened into 
crimspii . T h e blue o í the sky assjimed that green tint 

I peculiar to an Ital ian sunset. T h e sun himself appeared 
a globe of l iving flame. Gradual ly he sank in a bla2e of 
gold and cr imson, while the horizon remained lighted as 
bv the fíame from a volcano. T h e n his brilliant retinue 
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of clouds, after blading for a while in borrowed splendour, 
melted gradually into every rainbow hue and t inge; from 
deep crimson to rose-colour and pink and pale violet and 
faint blue, floating- in silvery vapour, until they all blended 
into one soft gray tinge, which swept over the wholô 
western sky . But then the full moon rose in cloudless 
«ereni ty , and at lenglh we heard, faintly, then more dis
tinctly, and then in all its deep and sonorous harmony, the 
tolling of the'cathedral bell, which announced our vicinity 
to a great city. I t has a singular effect, alter travelling 
for some days through a wild country, seeing nothing but 
a solitary hacienda, or an Indian hut, to enter a fine city 
like Morelia, which seems to have started up as by magic 
in the midst of the wilderness, yet bearing all the traces 
of a venerable old age. By moonlighl, it looked like a 
panornina of Mexico; with a fine square, portales, cathe
dral , broad streets, and good houses. W e rode through 
the city; 'to the house of Colonel Y — — , where wc now 
a r e ; but as wc intend to continue our journey to its 
furthest l imits without stopping, w c arc now, after a 
night's rest, preparing to resume our ride. T h e y arc 
saddling 'the horses, strapping on the sarapes behind the 
saddles, taking down and packing up our tits de voyage, 
and loading the mules, al l which is a work of •time. On 
our return we hope to remain here a few (lays, to see 
everything •thai is worthy of notice. 

, . PASCUAUO. 

Accompanied by' several gentlemen of Morelia, who 
came: early in the morning to sec C n, we set off for | 
the w a r m baths of Guincho; and as we rode along, the 
hill of TJiis Bateas was pointed out lo us, where, by order 
of the Curate Morulos, two hundred Spaniards were mur
dered m cold blood, to revenge the death of his friend, 
the Curat'e Matamoros, who was taken prisoner and shot 
by orders of Yturbide. Horrible cruelty in a Christian 
priest 1 It is singular, that the great leaders of the inde
pendence should have been ecclesiastics; the Curate 
Hida lgo its prime rn()Ver, the Ciu'ates Morelos aricl Mata-
mbros the principal chiefs. Hidalgo, it is said, had no 
planj ipubl ished no manifesto, declared no opinions; hut 
rushed from" city to city1 at the head of Ids men, displaying 
on his' colriúrs an image of the V irg in of Guadalupe,-and (j 
inciting his troops to massacre the Spaniards . Morelos 
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was an Indian, uneducated, but brave and enterprising, 
and considered the mildest and most merciful of these 
soldier priests ! Matamoros, equally brave, was better 
informed. Both were good generals, and both misused 
the power which their position gave them over the minds 
of the unenlightened populace. W h e n Morelos became 
generalissimo of the revolutionary forces, he took a step 
fatal to his interests, and which led to his ultimate ruin. 
He formed a congress, which met at Chilpansingo, and 
was composed of lawyers and c lergymen; ignorant and 
ambitious men, who employed themselves in publishing 
absurd decrees and impossible laws, in assigning salaries 
to themselves, and giv ing each other the title of E x c e l 
lency. Disputes and divisions arose amongst them; and, 
in 1814, they published an absurd and useless document 
in the village of Apatzingan, to which they gave the name 
of the " Mexican Constitution." T h e following year, 

Í Morelos was defeated in an engagement which took place 
I in the environs of Tesmelaca , taken prisoner, led to 
I Mexico, and, after a short trial , degraded from his ccelcsi-
¡ astical functions, and shot in the village of San Cris tobal 
[ Ecatepec, seven leagues from the capital . The revolu

tionary party considered him as a martyr in the cause of 
liberty, and he is said to have died like a: true hero. T h e 
appellation of Morelia, given to the city of Val ladol id , 
keeps his name in remembrance, but her blood-stained 
mountain is a more lasting record of his cruelty. '• 

A vile action is recorded of a Spaniard, whose name, 
which deserves to be branded with infamy, escapes me at 
this moment. T h e soldiers of Morelos: having come in 
search of him, he, standing at his door, pointed out his 
brother, who was in a room inside the house, as the 
person whom they sought; and escaped himself, leaving 
his brother to be massacred in his p l a c e W e contrasted 
the conduct of this miserable wretch with the noble action 
of the Prince dc Polignac, under similar circumstances. 

A t half-past ten, after a pleasant ride of" about; five 
lengucs, we arrived at the natural hot springs of Guincho. 
T h e place is quite wild, the sccner'' • very str iking. T h e 
building consists of two very large oaths, two very damp 
rooms, and n kitchen. T h e baths are kept-by a very infirm 
old man, a martyr to intermitting fever, and two remark
ably handsome girls , his daughters, who live here com
pletely alone, and, except in summer, when the baths are 



48o Life in Mexico 
resorted to by a number of c a n ó n i g o s and occasional 
gentlemen from Morcl ia , "waste their sweetness on the 
desert a i r . " T h e house, such as it is, lies at the foot 
of rocky hills, covered with shrubs, and pouring" down 
streams of hot water from their volcanic bosoms. All the 
streams that cross ypur path are warm. Y o u step by 
chance into a little streamlet, and find the water of a most 
agreeable temperature. They put this water in earthen 
jars to cool, in order to render it fit for drinking, but it 
never becomes fresh and cold. It contnins muriatic acid, 
without any trace of sulphur or metallic salt. I think it 
is I lumbold l who KtippoHCS Uiat in this pari o í Mexico 
there exists, at a great depth in the interior of the earth, 
a fissure running from east to west, for one hundred and jo 
thirty-seven leagues, through which, bursting the external 
crust of the porphyritic rocks, the volcanic lire lias opened 
itself a passage at different times, from the coasts of the 
Mexican Gulf , as far as the South Sea. The famous 
volcano of. Joruilo is in this department, and boiling 
fountains are common in various parts of it. 

W c stopped here to lake a bath, and found the tem
perature of the water delicious, about the ordinary 
temperature of the human body. T h e baths are rather 
dark, being enclosed in great stone walls, with the light 
coming' from a very small aperture near the roof. A 
bird, that looked like a . wild duck, was sail ing about in 
the largest one, having made its entry along with, the 
water when it was let in. . I ' n e v e r bathed in any water 
which I so much regretted leaving. After bathing, we 
waited, for the arrival of our mules, which were to follow 
us at a gentle pace, that we might have breakfast, and 
continue our journey to Pascuaro, a city nine leagues 
farther. . 

But . several hours passed away, and no mules appeared; 
and at length we came to the grievous conviction that the $ in: 
arrieros had mistaken the road, and that we must expect \ he 
neither food nor beds that".night; for it was now too late 
to think of reaching iPascuaro. In thip' extremity, the 
gentlemen from Morcl ia , suffering for their politeness in ||icc 
hav ing escorted ,us, the two damsels of the bath, naiads of 
the: boiling spring, pitying our hungry condition, came to 
offer their services; one asked me if Í should like "to eat 
a bur to in the mean t ime? " A bit fro. being an ass, I was 
rather startled at the proposition, and assured her that I 
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should infinitely prefer wait ing a little longer before resort
ing to so desperate a measure. "Some people call them 
pecadoras," (female sinners !) said her sister. Upon this, 
lhe gentlemen came to our assistance, and burros or peca
doras were ordered forthwith. They proved to be hot 
tortillas, with cheese in them, and we found them par
ticularly good. It grew late, but no mules arr ived; and 
at length the young ladies and their father rushed out des
perately, caught: an old hen that was wandering amongst 
the hil ls , tailed, sUmncd, and put it into a pot to boil, 
baked some fresh tortillas, and brought us the spoil in 
irmmph ! One penknife was produced—the boiling pan 
placed on a deal table in the room off the bath, and every 
one, surrounding the fowl, a tough old creature, who must 
have chuckled through many revolutions, we ate by turns, 
and concluded with a comfortable drink of lukewarm 
rater. 

W e then tried to beguile the time by c l imbing amongst 
the hills at the back of the house—by pushing our way 
through the tangled briers—by walk ing to a little lake, 
where there'were ducks and waterfowl, and close to the 
margin a number of fruit trees. W e returned to the 
jaths—the mules had not been heard of—there was no 
resource but patience. O u r Morelian friends left u$ to 
return home before it should grow ' d u s k ; and shortly 
after, an escort of twenty-three lancers, with a captain, 
irrived by orders of the governor, Don Panfilo Gal ludo, lo 
accompany us during the remainder of our journey. T h e y 
ooked very picturesque, with their lances, and little scarlet 
flags, and gave a very formidable aspect to the little 
portico in front of the baths, ' where : they deposited al! 
their mil itary accoutrements—their saddles, guns , sarapes, 

'jete. T h e captain had with him his wife and daughter, 
ind a baby of about two years old, which, during* all the 
¡me they were with us, was constantly carried by one of 
:he soldiers, with the utmost care, in front of his horse. 

j Meanwhile, the moon rose, and we walked about dis-
{ Bnsolatc, in front of the baths—fearing greatly that some 

tccident might have overtaken our unescorted mules and 
fiervants; that the first might be robbed—and that the 

[rivers might be killed. But it was as wel l to try to sleep 
it were only to get over the interminable night; and at 

ngth some clean straw was procured, and spread in a 
irner of the damp floor. T h e r e K — a n d I lay down 

v. 
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in.,QUI; mangas . , C —n procured another corner—Colon< ^ 
,Y':. j , :' a third,, ant) then and thus, we addressed ourselvt j 
sçppusly to 'jrepose, bvit in vain. Between cold and mü| | 
.quitpes. and other, animii ls, we could not close our cyti 
and were thankful to pse betimes,, shake the straw olí 
and resume; .pur march. 
, ¿.The road was .pre t ty and flowery when the light cam 
.in,;,and, we, gradually began to open our eyes, after takio 
leave.of our fa ir :hostesses apd their father. W h e n I ss 
the road you do not, I trust, imaging us riding along 
du^ty highway. I am happy to say that we arc general} 
the discoverers of our own pathways. Kvery man 1 
owp Columbus. . Sometimes we take short cuts, whic 
prove to be long rounds; 

Over hill , over cliile, 
Thiougli bush, ihnnigh b r i e r ; " 

a 
h 
t: 
p 
ti through valley, and over s t ream; and this kind of journe; 

has something, . in it so independent and amus ing , thai 
with all its fnfigues and inconveniences, we find it dcligl^ jj 
ful—far .preferable even to travell ing in the most con» 
rppdious kpndon-built carr iage, bowling along the qi icení , 
highway with (pur swift posters, at the rate of twelvf ' 
mile^ im hour. , , | , 
; Arrived at the huts, we stopped to make inquiries cow,' 

cerning the mules. T w o loaded mules, the peasants saÍ<Ü 
had been robbed iu the night, and the men tied to a trcj5' 
on the low road leading to Pascuaro . W e rode on uneasjH 
enough, .amj at another hut were told that many robbcrjP 
had been out in the night, and that amongst others, i 1 ! 
woman had been robbed and bound hand and foot. T h j 
road now became bleak and uninteresting, the sun furfl . 
ously hot,, and we rode forward with various misgivingi?1 
as tp the fate of the par ty ; when at a cluster of hut§1,r 
called el Correo, we came up with the whole conccrill 
T h e arrieros had forgotten the name of Guincho, andnoj5* 
knowing where to go, Yipd stopped here the previous nightj 61 
knowing that we were bound for Pascuaro , and must paS|s< 
that way. They luid arr ived early, and missed the robbcrfia: 

W e stopped to breakfast at some huts called L a PuerM?1 
de Chapulte'pec, where we got some tortillas from a hafflf1 
caste Ind ian, who..was in great d istress, because his wiM 
had run off from him for the fourth time with "anothjS0 
gentleman ! " He vowed that though he had taken b S P 
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_ back three t imes, he never would receive her more ; yet 

At*I venture to say, tha t -when the false fair one presents 
,0"herself, she wil l find him placable; he is evidently in 
^ s u c h distress at having- no woman to. take çare of his 
ow house. 

m 
in 
sa 

\ 
Id 

After leaving Chapultepec, the scenery improves, and 
at length we had a. beautiful view of the hil ls, at the .foot 
of which lies the ancient city of Tzintzontzan, close by the 
opposite shore of the L a k e of P a s c u a r o ; formerly capital 
of the independent kingclpm of Michoacan, an impqrtant 
city, cal led at the time of Cortes , Hur lz i t s i l a , It was 

. „formerly the residence of the monarch, K i n g Calsonsi , an 
, ally of Cortes , and who, with his Indian subjects, assisted 

him in lúa Mexican war. It is now a poor Indian vi l lage, 
though, it is said that .some, remains of the monarch 's 
palace still exist . Apropos to which, we have several 
times observed, since .we entered this state, large stqnes 
lying in fields, or employed in fences, with strange hiero
glyphic characters engraved on them, some of which may 
be omious and intercsl ing. 

T h e view as we approach Pascuaro with its beautiful 
lake studded with litÜQ islands, is very fine. T h e bells 
were tolling, and they were letting off rockets for some 
Indian festival, and we met parties of the natives who had 
been keeping the festival upon pulque or mezcal (a strong 
spirit) and were stumbling along in great glee. W e came 

(cjup to an old church, that looks l ike a b ird 's-ncst amongst 
the trees, and stands at the outskirts of the city. H e r e , 
it is s a i d , his Majesty of Michoacan came out to meet, his 
Spanish ally, when he entered this territory. 

Pascuarp is a pretty little city with sloping roofs, 
situated on the shores of the lake of the same name, and 

j^in front of the little Indian vil lage of Janicho, built on a 
J¿f beautiful small is land in the midst of the lake. C — — n 
" jsays that Pascuaro resembles a town in Catalonia. It is 

!?ent irely unlike any other Mex ican city. W e made a great 
J sensation as we entered with our lancers and niules, tired 

and dust-becovered as we were, and brought all the P a s -
cuaraniaus to their balconies. W e passed churches bear
ing the date of 1580! W e went to the largest apd best 
house in the town, that of Don Miguel H a (a fr içnd 
of Colonel Y - 's ) . Hp was from home, but we were 
most hospitably entertained by his wife, who received us 
without any unnecessary ceremony or compliments, and 
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selves in an Indian village, ns the Indians, probably from 
fear, never betray the robbers. However, their horror oí' 
this .mau was so great, that perfect hate cast out their 
fear, and collecting together, they seized the ruflians, 
bound them,' and carried ihcm to Pascuaio , where they 
were instantly' tried, and condemned to be shot; the 
sentence to be executed at U r u a p a . 

T h e sight of these ipiserable wretches, and the idea of 
what their feelings must be, occupied us, as they toiled 
along, each step bringing them nearer to their place of 
execution; and we could not help thinking what wild 
wishes mus t ' have sometimes throbbed within them, of 
breaking their bonds, and clashing away from iheir guards 
— a w a y through the dark woods, over imnintain nnd river, 
down that almost perpendicular precipice, over the ravine, 
up. that green and simling hill , and into these gloomy pine 
woocls, in whose untrod recesses they would be secure 
from pursuit—and then'their despair when they felt the 
heavy, c lanking chain on their bare feet, and looked at the 
lances and guns that surrounded ' them, and knew that jj 
even if they attempted to fly, could they be insane enough | v 
to try it, a dozen búl le la would stop their career for ever. | s 
T h e n horror and disgust at the recollection of their J n 
savage crimes took the place of pity, and not even -——'s l a 
suggestion, that the robber-chief mi^ht have killed his j o 
wife in a transport of jealousy, could lessen our indigna- | u 
tion at this last most barbarous murder of a defenceless j u 
woman. I * 

B u t these thoughts took away half the pleasure of th is l t l 
most beautiful journey, through wi ld woods, where for J 
leagues and leagues we meet nothing but the fatal cross;lt\ . 
while through these woods of larches, cedars, oaks, and I si 
pines, are bright vistas of distant pasture-fields, and ofi w 
lofty mountains, covered with forests. Impossible to con-pw 
ccivc a greater variety of beautiful scenery—a greater h 
voaste of beauty, if one may say so—for not even an w 
Indian hut was to be seen, nor did we meet a single pass*; tt 
ing human being, nor a trace of cultivation. A s we came.,, C 
out of the woods we heard a gun fired amongst the hillsj! B 
the first token of human life that had greeted us since wo* in 
left Pascuaro. T h i s , S e ñ o r told us, was the signal» fa 
g u n usually fired by the Indians on the approach of an m 
armed troop, warning their brethren to hide themselves/ T 
Here the Indians rarely speak Spanish, as those do who' dt 
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live in the neighbourhood of cities. • ' T h e i r language is 
chiefly the l iarmonious T a r r a s c a n . 1 

T o w a r d s the afternoon we came to a path which, led us 
into a valley of the most surpassing beauty, entirely car -
peled with (he loveliest blue, white, p ink , 'and scarlet wild 
flowers, and clothed with natural orchards of , peach- and 
apricot-trees in full bloom, the grass strewed with their 
rich blossoms. Below ran a sparkling- rivulet, its bright 
gushing waters leaping over the stones and pebbles that 
shone in the sun like silver. : Near1 this are - some huts 
called L a s Pa lomas , and it was so charmiAg a spot, that 
we got off our horses, and halted for half-an-hour; and 
while thoy prepared breakfast for us, n basket of provisions 
from r a s c u a r o having buen brought on by the provident 
care of D o ñ a , we clambered out amongst the rocks 
aiul luxuriant trees that dipped their leafy branches in 
the stream, and pulled wild flowers that would grace any 
European garden. • < ; •'- ' 
• H a v i n g breakfasted in one of the huts,; upon fowl and 
tortillas, on which memorable occasion twef penknives 

li jvvere produced (and I still wonder why we: did not; br ing 
, J some knives and forks with us, unless it be that we should 
r J never have had them cleaned), we continued our journey : 
s and this mention of knives leads me to remark, that all 
s common servants in Mexico, and all common people, eat 

with their fingers ! Those who are rather particular, roll 
up two tortillas, and use them as a knife and fork, which, 
I can assure you from experience, is a great 'dea l better 
than nothing, when you have learnt h o w to use them. 

O u r road after this, though even wilder and more pic
turesque, was very fatiguing to the horses—-up'and down 
steep rocks , among forests of oak and pine, through 

f I which w e slowly wended our w a y ; so that it was dark 
. f when we descended a precipitous path, leading to a small 
r Indian village, or rather encampment, called . C u r u . I t 

was now too late to think of reaching Ú r u a p a , or of ven
turing to climb by night the series of precipices called the 
Cuesta de C u r u , over which we should have had to pass. 
But such a place as Curu for Chris t ians to .pass the night 
m I A few miserable huts filled with Indians , and not, so 
far as we could discern, even an empty shed, where we 
might rest under cover. However , there was no remedy. 
The arriero had already unloaded his mules, and was en
deavouring to find some provender for them and the poor 



488 Life in Mexico 
horses. I t was quite dark , but there was a delicious frag
rance of orange-blossoms, and we groped our way up to 
the trees, and pulled some branches by way of consolation. 
At length an old wooden barn was discovered, and there 
the beds of the whole party were put up 1 W e even con
trived to get some boiling water and to have some tea 
made—an article of luxury which, as well as a teapot, we 
ctu'ry with I I H . WO ant down upon uur tnmlcs, unci u 
piece of candle was procured and lighted, and, after sonic 
difficulty, made to stand upright on the iloor. T h e barn, j 
made of logs, let the air In on all sides, and the pigs thrust ; 
their snouts in at every crevice, grunt ing harmoniously. \ 
Outside, in the midst of the encampment, the soldiers j 
lighted a large fire, and sat round it roasting maize. The ' 
robbers sat amongst them, chained, with a soldier mount- j 
ing guard beside them. T h e fire, flashing on the livid face i 
of Morales, who, crouched in his blanket, looked like y ; 
tiger about to spring—the soldiers, some warming their : 
hands at the blaze, some lying rolled in their sarapes, : 
and others devouring their primitive supper—together 
with the Indian women bringing them hot tortillas from J 
the huts—the whole hud u curious and picturesque effect. | n 
A s for us, we also rolled ourselves in our mangas, and | | ¡ 
lay down m our barn, but passed a miserable night. The ¡ tl 
pigs grunted, the mosquitoes sung, a cold air blew in from j s 
every corner, and, fortunately, we were not until morning Jc< 
aware of the horrid fact, that a whole nest of scorpions, |w 
with their tails twisted together, were reposing above our | t l 
heads in the log wall . Imagine the condition of the !i 
unfortunate slumbercr on whose devoted head they had I si 
tlcnonmled <'»» i t t t tssui In spitu (if the fi n^innt o n m y c - ; tl 
blossom, we set off early the next morning. "h; 

UltlMJ'.V sr 
O n leaving, the fascinating village of C u m , we began 

to ascend L a C u e s t a ; and travelled slowly four leagues !th 
of mount í tm-ro í id , apparcntlv inncces.siblc ; hut the sure
footed horsea, though stepping on louse and nearly pre- .; 
c ipi tous-rocks , rarely stumbled. T h e mountain of Curu ;| 
is volcanic, a chaos of rent rocks, beetling precipices, and I 
masses of lava that have been disgorged from the burning Moc 
crater. Y e t from every crag and crevice of the rock l í a . 
spring the most magnificent trees, twisted with flowering | in! 
pariiidlns, Mbrulr. of ( In - brij; l i (r- i l jMct n , nnd pnlr d c U c ü i c tit" 
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flowers, whose gcnl le hues seem all out of place in this 
savage scene. Beside the forest oak and the stern pine, 
the tree of the white blossoms, the graceful floripundio, 
seems t o seek for shelter and support. Creepers that look 
like scarlet honeysuckles, and flowering vines of every 
variety of colour, hang in bright garlands and festoons, 
¡n twin ing the boughs o f the trees; adorning, but not con-
ccnltng tin; i n i i s s u M o f ban: rock and the precipitous crag 
that frowns amidst' all this luxury of vegetation. T h e 
whole scene is "horribly beautiful." 

As vvc wound through these picturesque paths, where 
only one can go at a time, our train stretched out to an 
immense distance, and the scarlet streamers and lances 
of the soldiers looked very picturesque, appearing and 
then vanishing amongst the rocks and trees. At one part , 
looking back to see the effect, I caught the eye of the 
robber Morales , g lar ing with such a frightful expression, 
that, forgetful of his chains, I whipped up my horse in the 
greatest consternation, over stones and rdeks. H e and 
the scene were in perfect unison. 

J At length we came to the end of this extraordinary 
I mountain-forest, and after resting the tired horses for a 
I little while, in a grove of pines and yellow acacias, entered 
I the most lovely little wood, a succession of flowers and 
J shrubs, and bright green grass , with vistas of fertile 
:1 cornfields bordered by fruit trees—a peaceful scene, on 
\ which the eye rests with pleasure, after passing through 
S these wi ld , volcanic regions. 

•J O n leaving the woods, the path skirts along by the 
J side of these fields, and leads t o the valley where U r u a p n , 
ftlie g e m of lhe Indian villages, lies in tranquil be;iuty. i t 

has indeed some tolerable streets and a few good houses; 
;but her boast is in the Indian cottages—all so clean and 
snug, and tasteful, and buried in fruit trees. 

W e rode through shady lanes of trees, bending under 
í the weight of oranges, chirimoyas, granaditas , p l á t a n o s , 
and every sort o f delicious fruit. W c found timt, through 
the kindness of Seiior V s a s a g a , the principal person here, 
the curate's house had been prepared to receive us-—an old 
unfurnished house next the church, and at present un-

ioccupied , its owner being absent. W e found the whole 
1 family extremely kind and agreeable; the father a well
- informed, pleasiinl old g n n l l e m n n , lhe mother still beau-

l i f n l , I In MM; 11 in b;i(l h c i l l b ; and a l l I he dan;fillers p r c U \ 
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and unaffected. One is married to a brother of Madame 
Ytyrbide 's . T h e y made many apologies for not inviling 
us to their own house, which is under repair; but as it is 
but a ftjw steps off, we shall spend most of our time with 
tfyem. I t seems strange to meet such people in this 
secluded, spot ! Y e t , peaceful and solitary as it appears, 
it has not ,escaped the rage of c ivi l war , hav ing been) 
burnt down four different times by insurgents and by I 
Spaniards. S e ñ o r Y s a s a g a , who belongs to ValladoHd, í 
has taken an active part in all these revolutions, having Í 
been the personal frjend and partisan of Hidalgo. His 
escapes and adventures would fill a volume. ; 

I cuuUI nut Imtp lukinf¿ OIK; hisl look oí the ruliUny, as 
we entered this beautiful place, where Morales at least is 
to,,be shot. I t seemed to me as if they had grown per- .: 
fectly deathlike. T h e poor wretches must be tired enough, : 
having come on foot all the way from Pascuaro . 
. 31st .—:This place is so charming, we have determined 

to pitch our tent in it for a few days. O u r intention was 
to proceed twenty leagues farther, .to see the volcano of , 
Jorul lp; but as 'the road i s , described to us as being ' 
entirely devoid of shade, and the hça t . almost insupportable *, 
—rwlth various other difficulties and drawbacks—we have " 
b ç e n induced, though w i t h great regret, to abandon the ! 
undertaking, which it is as tantalizing to do, as it is to ¡ 
reflect that yesterday we were but a short distance from a f 
hill which is but thirty leagues from the Pacific Ocean. J 

In 1813, M . de Humboldt and .M. Bonpland, ascended to i 
the crater of this burning mounloin, which was formed ] 
in September 1759. U s birth was announced by earth- . 
quakes,, wji ich put; to flight all the inhabitants of the ; 
neighbouring vi l lages; and.fhree months after, a terrible 
eruption burst forth, which filled all the inhabitants with 
astonishment and terror, and which Humboldt considers 
one of the most extraordinary physical revolutions that 
ever took place on the surface of lhe globe. 

F lames , issued, from the earth for the space of more 
than 4, square leagyie. Masses of burning rock were 
thrown to an immense height, and through a thick cloud \ 
of ashes, illuminated by the volcanic fire, the whitened I 
crust of thp earth was gradually seen swell ing up. The | 
ashes eveq covered the. roofs of the houses at Qucrétaro , | 
forty-eight leagues distance! and the rivers of S a n Andres | 
and Cuitumba sank into the-burning masses. T h e flames • 
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were seen from P a s c u a r o ; and from the hills of A g u a -
Ziirca wus bclicl<l the birtlt of this volcanic inotmlain, the 
burning- offspring- of an earthquake, which burst ing from 
the bosom of the earth, changed the whole face of, the 
country for a consitjcrable distance round. 

" A n d now, the glee 
O f the loud hills shakes with its mountain mirth, • 
A s if they did rejoice o'er a young earthquake's birth." 

H e r e the earth returned the salutation, and shook, 
though it was with fearful mirth, at the birth of the young 
volcano. ' 

In a let 1 or wr i l t rn at the lime of the event to the bishop 
of Michioacan by the curate of the neighbouring vil lage, 
he soys, that the eruption finished by destroying the 
hacienda of" Jorullo, and kil l ing the trees, which were 
thrown down and buried in the sand and ashes vomited by 
the mountain. T h e fields and roads were, he says, covered 
with sand, the crops destroyed, and the flocks perishing 
for want of food, unable to drink the pestilential water 
of the mountains. T h e rivulet that' ran past his vi l lage 
was swelled to a mighty river, that threatened to inundate 
it; and he adds, that the houses, churches, and hospitals 
are ready to fall down from the weight of the sand and 
the ashes—and that "the very people are so covered with 
the sand, that they seem to have come out of some 
sepulchre." T h e great eruptions of the volcano continued 
till the following year, but have gradually become rarer, 
and at present have ceased. , ' 

H a v i n g now brought our journey to its furthest limits, 
I shal l conclude this letter. 
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URUAPA, 31st. 
i f! THE dress of the Indian women of U r u a p a is pretty, qnd 
i •• they arc altogether a much cleaner and better-looking race 
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than we have yet seen. They wear "naguas ," a petticoat oí 
black cotton with 11 narrow white and blue stripe, made very 
full, and rather long; over this, a sort of short chemise 
made of coarse white cotton, and embroidered in difíerent 
coloured silks. I t is called the sulunacua—over all is a 
black reboso, striped with white and blue, with a handsome 
silk fringe of the same colours. W h e n they are married, 
they add a white embroidered veil , and a remarkably 
pretty coloured mantle the huoftiUi, which (hoy seem to 
pronounce guipil . T h e hair is divided, and falls down 
behind in two long plaits, fastened at: the top by a bow 
of ribbon and a ilower. In tins dress there is no altera
tion from what they wore in former d a y s ; saving- that the 
women of a higher class wore a dress of finer cotton with 
more embroidery, and a loose garment over all, resembling 
a pfiest's surplice, when the weather was cold. Among 
the men, the introduction of trousers is Spanish—but they 
still wear the majtlatl , a broad belt, with the ends tied 
before and behind, and the tilmatU or tilma as they now 
call it, a sort of square short cloak, the ends of which arc 
tlett ueross the bvuuHt» or over one shoulder.' I t is on a 
coarse tilma of this description that the image of the 
¡Virgin of Guadalupe was found paiiiled. 
.» Yes terday , being the festival of S a n Andres, the Indians 
were all in full costume and procession, and we went into 
the old church to see them. T h e y were carry ing the 
saint in very fine robes, the women bearing coloured flags 
and lighted tapers, and the men playing on violins, fintes, 
and drums. All had garlands of flowers to hang on the 
a l tars ; and for these lights and ornaments, and silk and 
tinsel robes, they save up all their money. T h e y were 
playing a pretty air, but I doubt its being original. It 
was not melancholy and monotonous, like the generality 
of Indian music, but had something wild and gay in i t; it 
was probably Spanish. T h e organ was played by an 
Indian. After mass we went upstairs to try it, and won
dered how, with such miserable means, he had produced 
anything like music. I n the jxilio, b c l v e c n the curate's 
house and the church, are some very brilliant h r g e scarlet 
flowers, which they call here " flor del pastor/* the shep
herd's flower; a beautiful kind of euphorbia; and in other 
places, "flor de noche b u e n a " the flower of Christmas-
eve. 

L u s t evening we walked o u t in the environs of this 
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g;itxU;ii of Udcn, by tlic banks of the ríver Marques , 
nmidst a most extraordinary union of tropical and E u r o -

j | pean vegetation; the hills covered with firs, and the plains 
with sugar-cane. W e walked amongst bananas, shad
dock, chir imoyas, and orange-trees, and but a few yards 
higher up, bending over and almost touching them, were 
groves of oak and pine. T h e river pursues its bright 
unwearied course through this enchanting landscape, now 
falliug iu cascades, now winding placidly at the foot of 
the silent hills and among the dark woods, and in one 
part forming a most beautiful natural bath, by pouring 
its waters into an enclosure of large, smooth, flat stones, 
overshadowed by noble trees. 

A number of the old Indian customs are still kept up 
here, modified by the introduction of Chris t ian doctrines, 
in their marriages , feasts, burials, and superstitious prac
tices. T h e y also preserve the same simplicity in their 
dress, united with the same vanity and love of show in 
their ornaments, which always distinguished them. T h e 
poorest Inditm woman still wears a necklace of red coral , 
or a dozen rows of red beads, and their dishes are still 
fhc giciilli , or, as they were called by the Spaniards , 
g icaras , made of a species of gourd, or rather a fruit 
resembling it, and growing on a low tree, which fruit they 
cut in two, each one furnishing two dishes; the inside is 
scooped out, and a durable varnish given it by means of 
a mineral earth, of different bright colours, generally red. 
O n the outside they paint flowers, and some of them are 
also gilded. T h e y are extremely pretty, very durable and 
ingenious. T h e beautiful colours which they employ in 
painting these gicaras are composed not only of various 
mineral productions, but of the wood, leaves, and flowers 
of certain plants, of whose properties they have no despic
able knowledge. Their own dresses, manufactured by 
themselves of cotton, are extremely pretty, and many of 
them very fine. 

December i s t . — W e rode out c i i i y this morning, and 
passing through the lum-s bordered with fruit trees, and 
others covered with blossoms of extraordinary beauty, of 
whose names I only know the jioripundio, ascended into 
the pine woods, fragrant and gay with wild thyme, and 
bright flowers; the river falling in small cascades among 
lhe rocks. After riding along Ihese heights for about two 
leagues, we arrived at the edge of a splendid valley of 
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oaks. H e r e we w e r e obl iged to dismount, and to 
our way on foot d o w n the longfest, steepest, and mq 
slippery of paths , w inding- in r a p i d descent through t 
woods; with the p r o s p e c t of being" repaid for our toil, I 
the sight of the c e l e b r a t e d F a i l s of the Sararaqui . Aft 
having descended to the foot of lhe oaUrcovej-ed jnou 
tain, we came to a g r e a t e n c l o s u r e of lofty rocks , pr 
digious natural b u l w a r k s , t h r o u g h a great cavern in wlm 
the river comes t h u n d e r i n g a n d boiling into the val lé 
forming the great c a s c a d e of the Sararaqu i , which in tj 
T a r r a s c a n language m e a n s s i eve . I t is a very faliguir 
descent, but it is w o r t h whi le to m a k e the whole journ< 
from Mexico, to see a n y t h i n g so wi ld ly grand. T h e fal 
are from fifty to s i x t y feet h i g h , and of great volunn 
T h e rocks are c o v e r e d w i t h s h r u b s and flowers, with sma 
jets of water issuing- from e v e r y . crevice, One love] 
flower, that looks a s i f it w e r e formed:of small whit 
and rose-coloured s h e l l s , s p r i n g s out of the stones near l \ 
water. T h e r e are r a t t l e s n a k e s a m o n g .the .wppds, an 
wild boars have o c c a s i o n a l l y b e e n seen. T h e Señori tL 
Y - , when c h i l d r e n , .two o r t h r e e years ago, wandcrin} 
among tfrese m o u n t a i n r p a t h s , s a w a n immense rattfesnak 
coiled up, and t e m p t e d by i ts g a u d y colours^ were abou 
to lift it, when it s u d d e n l y w a k e n e d from its slumbei 
uncoiled itself, a n d s w i f t l y g l i d e d u p the path before their 
its rattles sounding n i l the w a y u p amongst the hills. 

W e sat beside the f a l l s for a long , while, looking fit th 
boiling, h iss ing , b u b b l i n g , f o a m i n g waters , rolling dow: 
headlong with such i m p e t u o u s velocity that one couf 
hardly believe they f o r m part of the same placid stream 
wliiuh Hows S o gently b e t w e e n itb b a n k s , when n o obí¿tacl<; 
oppose i t ; and at a l l t h e l i t t le s i lvery threads of water 
that formed mimic c a s c a d e s a m o n g the rocks ; but 4 
length we were ob l iged to r e c o m m e n c e our toilsome marc¿ 
up the slippery m o u n t a i n - W e were accompanied bj 
several officers—among-st o thers , b y the commandant c 
Unmpi i . 
• Scflor — s i t y s t h a t they, a r e a t present occupied her 
at .the in.sligafion of a F r c n c h n i í i n , named Gvno i t ld , [ 
planting a large c o l l e c t i o n of i imlbeny-Lrecs , (whie 
prosper wonderfully w e l l in this c l imate) for the propagt 
tion of s i lkworms. B u t they h a v e no facilities for trans 
fiort, iiml .il wlifil mni l i r l r m i M j lu : MIU U : M I M ? Tlu-.r 
are a l l i o n s n n d i i n | > r n \ ' c m r n l ' ; Wimlinj;- h e r e , whirh \vou!< 
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be more profitable than this specu la t ion . T h e y have 
sug-ar , corn, maize, minerals , w o o d , cotton, water for 
m a c h i n e r y ; every valuable a n d important produce, a l l 
r e q u i r i n g their more immedia te attention. W e had a 
P l e a s a n t ride home, and when w e g o t back amongst the 
l a n e s leading to the vi l lage, s t o p p e d every moment to 
a d m i r e and wonder at the rare a n d beautiful blossoms on 
t h e t rees ; and pulled branches of flowers off them, more 
d e l i c a t e and lovely than the r a r e s t exotics in an E n g l i s h 
ho thouse . 

2 n d . — T h i s morning, the w e a t h e r was damp and rainy, 
h u t i n the afternoon we took a long- wa lk , and visited 
s e v e r a l Indian cottages, all c l e a n , a n d the walls hung with 
f r e s h mats, the floors covered w i t h the same; and all 
w i t h their kitchen utensils of b a k e d earth , neatly hung on 
t h e w a l l , from the largest size i n u s e , to little dishes and 
j a r r i t a s in miniature, which a r e on ly placed there for 
o r n a m e n t . W e also went to p u r c h a s e g icaras , and to 
s e e the operation of m a k i n g a n d p a i n t i n g them, which is 
v e r y curious. T h e flowers a r e n o t painted, but inlaid. 
W e were fortunate in procuring- a good supply of the 
pre t t i e s t , which cannot be p r o c u r e d anywhere else. W e 
b o u g h t a very pretty su tunacua , a n d a black reboso. T h e 
w o m e n were not at all a n x i o u s • to sell their dresses, as 
t h e y make them with great t r o u b l e , and preserve them 
w i t h gfreat care. •! 

W e had a beautiful w a l k to t h e Magdalena , about a 
m i l e from the village. E v e r y d a y w e discover new beauties 
I n t h e environs. And one b e a u t y - w e saw on entering a 
s m a l l rancho, where they were p a i n t i n g gicaras a t a table, 
w h i l e a woman lay in the s l i n k i n g f ever in a bed adjoining, 
w h i c h was quite consistent w i t h the place. T h i s was a 
l a d y , the proprietress of a g o o d es ta te some leagues off, 
w h o w a s seated on her own t r u n k , outside the door of the 
r a n c h o . She was a beautiful w o m a n in her prime, the 
g e n t l e m e n said p a s s é e , and p e r h a p s at eighteen she may 
h i i v c IxTi) 111010 chnnii ing sl' i l l; b u t now she was a model 
for a Judi lh—or r.itlicr lor a j o a n of A r c , even (hough 
s i t t ing: on her own luggage.- S h e w a s very fair, with 
l a r g e black eyes, long eye lashes , a n d a profusion of ha ir 
a s b l a c k as jet. Her teeth w e r e l i teral ly dazzl ing—her 
l i p s l ike the reddest c o r a l — h e r co lour g lowing as the 
d o w n npnn a ripe pc.ich. H e r figure was tall and full, 
w i l d sni;ill, heaufifully-fonncd h a n d s , and line arms. She 
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rose as we came in, and begged us to be seated on a 
bench near the door; and with the unceremoniousness oi 
travellers who meet in outlandish places, we entered into 
conversation with her. She told us her name, and her 
motives for travelling1, and gave us an account of an 
adventure she had had with the robbers, of which she was 
well fitted to be the heroine. I t appears that she was 
travel l ing with her two sons, lads of fifteen and sixteen, 
when they arrived at this rancho to rest for the n ight ; for 
by this time you wil l understand that those who travel 
hereabouts must trust to chance or to hospitality for a 
night's lodging. T o their surprise, they found the 
farmers gone, their dogs gone, and the house locked. 
T h e y had no alternative but to rest as they could, among 
their luggage and mules, in the yard in front of the 
house. In the middle of the night they were attacked by 
robbers. T h e boys instantly took their guns, and fired, 
but without effect. Sti l l , in the darkness , the robbers 
probably imagined that there were more people and more 
arms , and when she, dragging a loaded musket off one 
of the horses, prepared to join in the engagement, the 
cowardly ruffians took flight—a good half dozen before a 
woman and two boys. She was particularly indignant 
at the farmers, these "malditas rancheros," as she called 
them, who she said had been .bribed or frightened into 
withdrawing their dogs and themselves. 

., W e returned home after a l o n g , w a l k in the dark, and 
in the midst of al l the howling, yelping, snarling, barking 
dogs, which rushed out as we went by, from every cottage 
¡n U r u a p a . 

After supper they sent for a clever Indian gir l , who 
understands Spanish as well as her native idiom, and who 
translated various Cast i l ian words for us into the original 
T a r r a s c a n , which sounds very liquid and harmonious. 
To-morrow we shall leave Uruapa and this hospitiihle 
family, whose kindness and attention to us we never can 
forget. I t seems incredible that we have only known 
them, a few days. W e have, however, the hopes of seeing 
them again as we pass through- Valladol id, where they 
intend removing in a few days. 

P A S C U A R O , 4th December. 

W e left Uruapa yesterday morning at eleven o'clock, 
accompanied part of the way by S e ñ o r Y s a s a g a and 4 
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another gentleman, amongfst whom was Madame Y t u r -
bide's brother. W e are now returning' to Morel ia , but 
avoided C u r u and the rocks , both to save our animals, 
and for the sake of variety. W e rode through large 
tracks of land, all belonging to the Indians. T h e day was 
agreeable and cloudy, and the road, as usual , led us 
through beautiful scenery, monotonous in description, and 
full of variety in fact. T h o u g h nearly uninhabited, and 
almost entirely uncultivated, it has pleased nature to 
lavish so much beauty on this part of the country, that 
there is nothing melancholy in its aspect; no feeling of 
dreariness in riding a whole day, league after league, 
without seeing a trace of human life. These forest paths 
a lways appear as if they must, in time, lead to some 
'habitation ; the woods, the groves, the clumps of trees, 
seem as if they had been disposed, or at least beautified 
by the hand of a r t W e cannot look on these smil ing and 
flowery valleys, and believe that such lovely scene? are 
always untenanted—that there are no children occasion
ally picking up these apricots—no vil lage g ir l s to pluck 
these bright, fragrant flowers. W e fancy that they are out 
in the fields, and will be there in the evening, and that their 
hamlet is hid behind the slope of the next h i l l ; and it is 
only when we come to some Indian hut, or cluster of poor 
cabins in the wilderness, that we are startled by the 
conviction that this enchanting variety of hill and plain, 
wood and water, is for the most part unseen by human 
eye, and untrod by human footsteps. 

W e had. no further adventure during this day's journey, 
than buying bread and cheese from sheer hunger, at a 
little wooden tavern by the road-side, whose shelves were 
covered with gl ittering rows of bottles of brandy and 
mezcal . A t some of the Indian huts also we bought 
various branches of p l á t a n o s y that most useful of fruits, 
mid basis of the food of the poor inhabitants of all the 
tropical climates. It has been said that the banana is nol 
indigenous in America , and that it was brought over by 
a friar to Santo Domingo. If so, its adopted country 
agrees with it better than its native l a n d ; but I believe 
there are many traditions which go to prove that it did 
already exist in this hemisphere' before the sixteenth 
century, and that the Spaniards did no more than increase 
the number of the already indigenous species. I ts nutri
tive qualities, and the wonderful facility with which it is 
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propagated, render it at once the most useful of trees, 
and the greatest possible incentive to indolence. I n less 
than one year after it is planted the fruit may be gathered 
and the proprietor has but to cut away the old stems and 
leave a sucker , which will produce fruit three months 
after. T h e r e are different sorts of bananas, and they are 
used in different w a y s ; fresh, dried, fried, etc. T h e dried 
plantain, a great branch of trade in Michoaoan, with its 
black shrivelled skin and flavour of smoked fish or ham, 
is exceedingly liked by the natives. It is, of al l Mexican 
articles of food, my peculiar aversion. 

About four o'clock we arrived at the small village of 
Tz iracuarat iro , a collection of Indian cottages, with little 
gardens, surrounded by orange and all manner of fruit 
trees. A s we had still one or two hours of daylight, and 
this was our next halting-place, we wandered forth on 
foot to explore the environs, and found a beautiful shady 
spot, a grassy knoll , sheltered by the surrounding woods, 
where we sat down to rest and to inhale the balmy air, 
fragrant with orange-blossoms.< W e were amused by a 
sly-looking Indian, of whom C n asked some questions, 
and who was exceedingly talkative, g iv ing us an account 
of his whole m é n a g e , and especially prais ing beyond 
measure his own exemplary conduct to his wife, from 
which I infer that he beats her, as indeed all Indians con
sider it their particular privilege to do; and an Indian 
woman who complained to a padre of her husband's 
neglect, mentioned, as the crowning proof of his utter 
abandonment of her, that he had not g iven her a beating 
for a whole fortnight. Some one asked him if he allowed 
his wife to govern him. " O h ! no," said he, "that would 
be the mule leading the arriero ! " 

T h e r e was nothing to be seen in the village, of which it 
hardly deserves the name, but a good-looking old church, 
which two old women were sweeping out; but they told 
us they rarely had mass there, as the padre lived a long 
way off. T h e alcalde permitted us and our escort to 
OUOlim' hln lioiinn, nmaUilliif; <•{ I I H I M - . eniply I D U I I U I will) 
mud floors; and about seven the next morning we were, 
again on horseback, and 'aga in en route for P a s c u a r o ; a^ 
pretty rtde of eleven or twelve leagues. W e breakfasted • 
at the village of A juna, in a clean hut where they gave us !• 
quantities of tortillas and chile, baked by some very j 
handsome tortilleras. A ' n u m b e r of women were carrying ; 
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about a v irgin all covered with flowers, to the sound of a 
little bell. 

I t was about four o'clock when we arrived at the hills 
oear Pascuaro . ; H e r e we dismounted from our horses, 
and remained till it was nearly dusk, laying- on the grass , 
and gating' on the lake, as the shadows of evening stole 
slowly over its silver waters . Litt le by little the green 
islands became indist inct; a gray vapour concealed the • 
opposite shores; arid like a light breath'Spread gradual ly 
over the mirrored surface of the lake. T h e n we remounted 
our horses, and rode down into Pascuaro , where we found 
the S e ñ o r a H a as before, ready to receive us, and 
where, our mules being disabled, we proposed remaining 
one or two days. 

5 t h . — W e have been spending a quiet day in Pascuaro , 
and went to mass in the old church, which is handsome 
and rich in gi lding. At the door is printed in large letters 
— " F o r the love of God, all good Chris t ians are requested . 
not to spit in this holy place." If we might judge from t 

"the observation of one morning, I should say that the ' 
better classes in Pascuaro are fairer and have more colour 

ithan is general In Mex ico ; and if this is so, it may be 
jowing partly to the climate being cooler and damper, and 
) partly to their taking more exercise (there being no 
j carriages here), whereas in Mexico no family of any 
importance can avoid having one. 

W e were very anxious to see some specimens of : that 
mosaic-work which all ancient writers upon Mexico have 
celebrated, and which was nowhere brought to such per
fection as in Pascuaro . I t was made with the most beau
tiful and delicate feathers, chiefly of the picaftores, the 

; humming-birds, which they called huitzitzilin. But we 
^are told that it is now upwards of twenty years since the 
last artist in this branch lived in P a s c u a r o ; and though 

!it is imitated by the nuns, the art is no longer in the state 
jof perfection to which it was brought in the days of Cortes . 
W o urc told tluit Ncvonil persons were employed in each 
painting", and that it WUB n work requiring extraordinary 
patience and nicety, in the blending of the colours, and in 
the arrangement of the feathers. T h e sketch of the 
figure was first made, and the proportions being measured, 
each artist took charge of one particular part of the figure 
or of the drapery. W h e n each had finished his share, all 
the different parts were reunited, to form the picture. T h e 
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feathura. wure iirst tukcu up with some soft substance with 
the utmost care, and fastened with a glutinous matter 
u p o n - a piece of stuff; then, the different parts being 
reunited, were placed on a plate of copper, and g-ently 
polished, till the surface became quite equal, when they 
appeared like the most beautiful painting's, or, according 
to these' writers, more beautiful from the splendour and 
liveliness of the colours, the bright golden, and blue, and 
crimson tints, than the paintings which they imitated. 
Many were sent to Spain, and to different museums both 
in Europe and Mexico; but the art is now nearly lost, nor 
does it belong to the present utilitarian age. O u r fore
fathers had more leisure than we, and probably we have 
more than our descendants will have, who, for aught we 
know, may, by extra high-pressure, be able to 

"Put a ginlle round about lhe earth in. forty'minutes." 

W e , however, saw some few specimens of saints and 
angels, very defective; in the sketch', but beautiful in the 
colouring, and quite sufficient to prove to us that there 
was no exaggeration in these accounts. 
. Tth . -rr-We rode yesterday to< the shores of the lake, 
where we embarked in a long canoe, formed of the hollow 
trunk of a tree, and rowed by Indians, a peculiarly ugly 
race, with Tartar- looking faces. T h e lake was very 
placid, clear as one vast mirror, and, covered with thou
sands of wi ld ducks, white egrets, cranes, and herons— 
a l l those waterfowl who seem to whiten their plumage by 
constant dipping in pools and marshes and lakes. O n 
the opposite shore, to the right, lay the city of Tz inzunzan; 
and on a beautiful island in the midst of lhe lake the village 
of Janicho, entirely peopled by Indians, who mingle little 
with the dwellers on the mainland, and have preserved 
their originality more than any we have yet seen. W e 
were accompanied by the prefect of Pascuaro, whom the 
Indians fear and hate in equal ratio, and who did seem 
a sort*of Indian M r . B u m b l e ; and, after a long and plea
sant row, we landed at the island, where we were received 
by the village alcalde, a half-caste Indian, who sported a 
pair of bright blue merino pantaloons! I suppose to 
distinguish himself from his blanketed brethren. The 
•island is entirely surrounded by a natural screen of willow-
Utul iiMh-trrrs, nix) llic vilhifjc < onsisls of a few M al tc\td 
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houses, with small cultivated patches of groimdj the 
alcalde's house, and an old church. 

W e walked, or rather climbed, all over the island, which 
is hilly and rocky, and found several great stones entirely 
covered with the ancient carving-. Moved by curiosity, 
we entered various caverns where idols have been found, 
and amongst others one large cave, which we had no 
sooner groped our way into than I nearly fell down suffo-' 
cated by the horrible and most pestilential atmosphere, 
ft appears that it is the sleeping-place of al l the bats in 
the i s land; and heaven forbid that I should ever again 
enter a bat's bedchamber I I groped my way out again 
as fast as possible, heedless of idols and all other antiqui
ties, seized a cigarito from the hand of the astonished 
prefect, who was wisely smoking at the entrance, lighted 
it, and inhaled the smoke, which seemed more fragrant 
than violets, after that stifling and most unearthly odour. 

T h e chief food of these islanders, besides the gourds 
and other vegetables which they cultivate, is the white 
fish, for which the lake is celebrated; and while we were 
exploring the island, the Indians set off in their canoes to 
catch some for us. These were fried at the alcalde's and 
we made a breakfast upon them which would have rejoiced 
the heart of an epicure. 

W e then went to visit the church; and, though the 
cottages are poor, the church is, as usual , handsome. 
Amongst other curiosities there is a V i r g i n , entirely 
covered with Indian embroidery. T h e organist's place 
is hereditary in an Indian family, descending from father 
to son. The long-haired Indian who played it for us has 
such a gentle expression and beardless face, that he looks 
like a very young woman. Some of the Indians here are 
very r ich , and bury their money; and one, called Agust in 
Campos , who has beautified the church, as we read on an 
inscription carved on a stone outside, has thirty thousand 
dollars, is much respected, and has the addition of D o n 
to his name, yet wears a coarse blanket l ike his fellow-
men. W e staid some hours on the island, and went into 
some of the huts, where the women were baking tortillas, 
one Indian custom, at least, which has descended to these 
days without variation. T h e y first cook the grain in water 
with a little lime, and when it is soft peel off the s k i n ; 
then gr ind it on a large block of stone, the metate, or, as 
the Indhins (who know best) call it, lhe i n r Ja t l . I'or the 
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purpqse of, grinding it, they use a sort of stone roller, with 
which it is crushed, ancl rolled into q bowl placed below 
the: stone, They then*-take some of this paste, and clap 
it between, their hands till they form it into light round 
•cakes, which .are afterwards toasted on a. smooth plate, 
called, the cotnalli (comal they call it ir) Mexipo), and which 
ought to be eaten as hot as possible. j 

On our return, wo had thcyanqty of a slight storm,! 
which ruffled the placid surface,of the lake, and caused thc| 
rowers to exert all their strength to bring the canoe to porH 
before it should becpmç more violent. \ 

This, morning we walked: all through Pascuaro, which' 
caji boast of many good houses, a square and portales, 
and ended by going to visit the convent of Santa Catarina. = 
We: saw some of the nuns,, who wear white dresses, and, 
instead of veils, the black Indian rel?oso. They were 
commou-Iooklng' wyinou, nnd not very muiubjc in their 
manners; but wc did not go further than the outside entry. 
On our ieturn we met a remarkablç baby in arms, wearing 
an enormous white, satin turban, with a large plume of 
white feathers on one side, balanced on the other by huge 
bunches, of yellow ribbons and pink roses. It also wore 
two robes, a short and a long one, both trimmed all round 
with large plahings of yellow satin ribbon. It was evi
dently m y miH.li adniii'cd a;] if [.lasted altuij,';. YtMiiomm', 
our mules having recovered, wc set off for Valladolid. 

V A U . A U O U P , 9th. 

• About half-past seven we left Pascuaro, which, consider
ing that we had a long day's journey before us, was scarce 
early enough. W e regretted very much taking leave of 
the Señora H—=—a, who has been so kind to us, and whom 
we can certainly never hope to see again. I observe that 
in these long days' journeys we generally set off in silence, 
and sometimes ride on for hours without exchanging a 
wórd. Towards the middle o í the day we grow more 
talkative, and again towards evening we relapse into f: 
quiet. I suppose it is that in the morning we are sleepy, jj 
and towards evening begin to grow tired—feeling sociable j 
about nine o'clock, a.m., and not able to talk for a longer 
period than eight or ten hours. It was about four in the 
afternoon when we reached Guincho, where we were wel
comed by the damsels of the baths, whose father is now 
still more of an invalid than before. It is a lonely life 
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that these poor girls lead here, nor should I think their 
position a very secure one. Their poverty, however, is 
a safeguard to a certain extent, and there are few robbers 
in this country in the style of Morales. W e were tempted 
to stop here and take a bath, in consequence pf which it 
was dark when we set off for Morelia. The horses, unable 
to see, took enormous leaps over .every little streamlet and 
ditch, so that we seemed to be riding a steeple-chase in 
the dark. Our gowns caught upon the thorny bushes, and 
our journey might have been traced by the tatters we left 
behind us. At length we rode the- wrong way, up a stony 
hill, which led us to a wretched little village of about 
thirty huts, each having ten dogs on an average, according 
to the laudable custom of the Indians. . Out they all 
rushed simultaneously, yelping like three hundred demons, 
biting the horses' feet, and springing round us. Between 
this canine concert, the kicking of the horses, the roar of 
a waterfall close beside us, the shouting of people telling 
us to come back, and the pitch darkness, I thought we 
should all have gone distracted. W e did, however, make 
our way out from amongst the dogs, re-descended the 
stony hill, the horses leaping over various streamlets that 
crossed their path, turned into the right road, and entered 
llic gates of Morelia without further adventure, between 
nine and ten o'clock. 

M O R E L I A , n t h . 

W e have passed the last few days very agreeably in this 
beautiful city, seeing everything worthy of notice, and 
greatly admiring the wide and airy streets, the line houses, 
the handsome public buildings, but especially the cathe
dral, the college, and the churches. I t has also a fine 
square, with broad piazzas occupying three of its sides, 
while the cathedral bounds it to the east. There is a 
crowded market in the plaza, and a fine display of fruit 
and vegetables. The population is said to be a little 
upwards of fifteen thousand, but one would suppose it to 
be much greater. Living and house-rent is so cheap here, 
that a family who could barely exist upon their means 
in Mexico, may enjoy every luxury in Valladoiid. The 
climate is delightful, and there is something extremely 
cheerful in the aspect of the city, in which it differs greatly 
from Toluca. W e received visits from various Morelians-, 
amongst others from Don Cayetano Gomez, the proprietor 
of Snn Bartolo. 
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W e went one evening to the alameda, a broad, straight 

walk, paved with flat stones, shaded by fine trees, under 
which are stone benches, and bounded by a low stone wall. 
Several ladies were sitting there, whom we joined, and 
amongst others, a remarkably pretty Poblana , married into 
the Gomez family. The alameda is crossed by a fine 
aqueduct of solid masonry, with light and elegant arches. 
W e drove to the p a s è o , a broad,, shady road, where we 
met but few carnages; and the same evening we went 
out on foot to enjoy the music of a very good military 
band, which plays occasionally for the amusement of the 
citizens. I t is not to be supposed that, when Mexico can 
boast of so little society, there should be much in a pro
vincial town; besides, this city has the pretension of being 
divided into cliques, and there are "first people," and 
"second-rate people," and "families in our set," and so 
on; so that some of the ladies being musicians, one set 
will get up a concert, another a rival concert, and there 
not being a sufficient musical society to fill two concerts, 
both fall to the ground.' There is a neat little theatre, but 
at present no company. Some of the houses arc as hand
some as any in Mexico, but there is no city which has 
fallen off so much since the Independence as Morelia, 
according to the accounts given us by the most respectable 
pcraonsi 

W e had a visit from the bishop, Señor Portugal, one of 
the most distinguished men here, or in fact in the whole 
republic of Mexico, a man of great learning, gentle and 
amiable in his manners, and in his life a model of virtue 
and holiness. He was in the cabinet when Santa Anna 
was president, concerning which circumstance an amusing 
story was told us, for the concctness of which I do not 
vouch, but the narrator, a respectable citizen here, cer
tainly believed it. Señor Poriiigal had gone, by appoinl-
iliunt, to see the president on some important business, 
and they had but just begun their consultation, when 
Santa Anna rose and left the room. The minister waited 
—the president did not return. The time passed on, and 
still the minister continued expecting him, until at length 
he Inquired of an aide-de-camp in waiting, if he could 
inform him how soon the president might be expected 
back. " I hardly know," said the officer, "for his excel
lency has gone to visit Co la de plata " (silver tail). "And 
who may Cola de plata b e ? " said the minister. " A 



Cathedral 505 
favourite cock of his excellency's, wounded this morning 
in a fight which he won, and to whose care he is now 
personally attending ! " The bishop soon after sent in his 
resignation. 

Accompanied by several of our friends, including one 
of the. canons of the cathedral, we visited that splendid 
building the second day of our arrival. It is still wonder
fully rich, notwithstanding that silver to the amount of 
thirty-two thousand marks has been taken from it during 
the civil wars. The high altar is dazzling with gold and 
silver; the railing which leads froip it to the choir is of 
pure silver, with pillars of the same metal; the two 
pulpits, with their stairs, are also covered with silver; 
and the general ornaments, though numerous and rich, 
are disposed with good taste, are kept in order, and have 
nothing tawdry or loaded in their general effect. The 
choir itself is extremely beautiful; so also is the carved 
screen before the organ, the doors of the first being of 
solid silver, and those of the other of richly-carved wood. 
There is also an immense silver font, and superb lamps 
of silver. W e particularly admired some fine paintings, 
chiefly by Cabrera, and especially a Madonna and child, 
in which there is that most divine expression in the face 
of the Virgin, the blending of maternal love with awe for 
the divinity of the child. Four of these paintings, it is 
said, were sent here by a Spanish king, as far back as 
Philip I I . These four are colossal in size, arid are finely 
painted, but little cared for or appreciated, and placed in 
a bad light. 

W e were shown two saints, sent from Rome, loaded 
with false jewels, but carefully preserved in their respective 
shrines. All the holy vessels and priests' dresses and 
jewels were taken out for our inspection. The sacramental 
custodia cost thirty-two ihousand dollars, and the richest 
of the dresses eight thousand. Thcjre is a lamb made of 
one pearl, the fleece and head of silver; the pearl of great 
size and value. 

We toiled up through winding staircases to the belfry; 
and it required the beautiful and extensive landscape 
spread out before us, to compensate us for this most 
fatiguing ascent. The bells are of copper, and very 
sonorous. The c a n ó n i g o pointed out to us all the different 
sites which had been the scenes of bloody battles during the 
revolutionary war. The facilities for obtaining provisions, 
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únd the mouhtainous character'of the country, are amongst 
the causes that have rendered this province the theatre oí 
civil w a r . The padre afterwards took us into a large 
apartment, a sort of office, hung- round with the portraits 
of all the bishops of Michoacan; one bearing so striking f 
a resemblance1 to oür friend, 'Don Francisco Tagle, that t 
we were not surprised to find that it was in fact the ( 
porlruit o[ oiiu of his family, who had occupied the • 
episcopal see'of Michoacan; and below it were the Tagle 
arms, referring to some traditionary1 exploit of their 
ancestors. They represent a knight killing a serpent; 
and the mòtto is—"Tagle que la serpiente mató y con la 1 
Princesa 'casó " (Tagle who killed the serpent, and married 
the Princess). > . 

The same evening, we visited a lady who possesses a 
most singular and curious collection of works in wax; and 
more extraordinary still, they are all her own workman
ship. Every fruit and every vegetable production is repre
sented by her with a fidelity, which makes it impossible to 
distinguish between her imitations' and the works of 
nature. Plates with bread, radishçs, and fish; dishes of 
fowls, and chile, and eggs; baskets full of the most ] 
delicious-looking 'fruit; lettuces, beans, carrots, tomatoes, j 
etc.; all are copied with the most cxlrnordinary exactntss. j 
But her figures show much greater talent. There are ; 
groups for .which an amateur might offer any price, could • 
she be prevailed upon to offer these masterpieces for sale, j 
Thorn irt n I'oblnnit prfisiinl o n h o i ^ r h n r l c hrfoic n n m -
chero, looking back at him with the most coquettish 
expression; her dress perfection, from the straw hat that 
half shades her features, to the beautiful little ankle and 
foot in the white satin shoe, the short embroidered petti
coat, and the reboso thrown over one shoulder; a hand
some Indian,, soiling pulque and brandy in her liltlc shop, 
with every variety of liquor temptingly displayed in rows 
of shining bottles, to her customers; the grouping and 
colqurinj*' perfect, and the whole interior arrangement of 
the shop, imitated with the most perfect exactness. There 
is also ia liorrid representation," frightfully correct, of a 
(load body in u ainXti of mrruplitm, which it nuiUes one 
sicjc to look at, and which }t is inconceivable that any one 
can have had pleasure in executing., in short, there is 
scarcely anything in nature upon which her talent has not 
exercised itself. 
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Y e s t e r d a y we visited the Seminario , or college, a line 

spacious old building", • kept in good- repair . T h e rector 
conducted us over the whole establishment. There is a 
small well chosen l ibr^ry, containing a l l the .most c lass ic 
works in Spanish , G e r m a n , F r e n c h , and E n g l i s h ; and a 
larger l ibrary, containing Greek a n d ' L a t i n authors,:theo
logical worlcs^ etc. , a, large hall , with chemical and: other 
se i enü í i c ypparuUis, u n ú a sm;i]l chupei where there is a 
beautiful piece of sculpture in wood : the S a n PedrOy by a 
young- m a n , a native of Val ladol id , so exquisitely wrought, 
that one cannot but regret that such a genius should be 
buried1 here, 'should not at least have the advantage of 
some y e a r s ' study in Italy^ where: he might become a 
second C a n o v a . ' 

O n e mus t vis i t these distant c i t i e s^and see these great 
establishments, to be fully aware of all that the Spaniards 
bestowed upon their colonies, and also to be convinced 
of the regret for former times which is felt amongst the 
most dist inguished men of the republic-, in: fact, by all 
who are old enough to compare what has been with 

j what is. 
I I ought not to omit, in ta lk ing of the natural produc-
j tions of Val ladol id , to mention that it is famous for fleas. 
í W e had been alarmed by the miraculous stories related 
; to us of these vivacious animals , and were rejoiced to 
j find ourselves in a house, from which, by dint of extreine 
\ care, they are banished. B u t in the inns and inferior 
\ htiuxv.a lln-y ni'v. twiid lo be ¡1 perfect, pestilence, sometimes 

literally w a l k i n g a w a y with a piece of mal t ing upon the 
floor, and covering the wal ls in myriads . T h e nuns, it is 
sa id, are or were in the habit of harness ing them to little 
c a r n a g e s , and of showing them off by other ingenious 
devices. 

W c rode out in the evening to meet our friends from 
U r u a p a , who were expected to arrive yesterday; I upon 
a very formidable and handsome cavalry-horse, rather 
above his work, which some expected to run away, and 
others to throw me off, and which might have done both, 
but being a noble creature did neither. W e did not meet 
our friends, who, having been delayed on the road, only 
arrived this evening. W e have therefore decided to 
remain here till to-morrow afternoon, • when we shal l 
continue our journey homewards by S a n Bartolo. • 
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A N G A N G U E O , 14th. 

AFTER taking leave of all our hospitable friends in Morelia, 
we set oiT in the nflcrnoon, nml had a delightful ride to 
tíun Bartolo.. Fortunately the iollowing day (Sunday) was 
that of the Virgin of Guadnlupe, one of the prcatcst 
festivals here; so that we had an opportunity of seeing 
all the. people from the different villages, who arrived in 
the courtyard by daybreak, and held a market in front oí 
the hacienda. Various were the articles. for sale, a n d 
pletureaque the dresses of the sellers. From cakes, chile, 
atole, and ground-nuts, to rebosos and bead rosaries, 
nothing was omitted. In one part of the market the 
sturdy rancheros were drinking pulque and devouring 
hot cakes; in another, little boys were bargaining for nuts 
and bananas; countrywomen were offering low prices for 
sm^rt .rebosos; an Indian woman was recommending a 
comb, with every term of endearment, to a young country-
girl , who seemed perfectly ignorant of its use, assuring 
her customer that it was an instrument for unravelling the 
hair, and making it beautiful and shining, and enforcing 
her- argument by combing through some of the girl's 
tangled locks. 

Before breakfast we went to mass in the large chapel 
of the hacienda. W e and the family went to the choir; 
and the body of the chapel was filled with rancheros and 
their wives. It is impossible to see anywhere a finer race 
•pf ,mçn than these rancheros—tall, strong, and well made, 
with their embroidered shirts, coarsç sarapes, and dark 
blue pnptflloons embroidered in gold. A f t e r m a s s , the 
míirltuüng i^eomniuijciMl, ¡md the rebocos had a brisk sale, 
A number were bought by the men for their wives, or 
novias^ at home; v/hich reminds, me of a story of s of 
a poor Indian w o m a n in their village, who desired her 
husband tOf buy a petticoat for her in Mexico, where he 
was going to sell his vegetables. She particularly im-
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prc*scü upon him thut she wiahed it to be Uio colour of 
the s k y , which at sunrise, when he was setting off, was of 
a flaming' red. He returned in the evening, bringing", to 
her great indignation, a petticoat of a dusky gray, which 
happened to be the colour of the sky when he made his 
purchase: ; ' > , : 

In the evening we rode through the fields, the! servants 
and the young master of the house amusing themselves as 
they went, by the chasing and colear of the bulls. They 
have one small, ugly, yellow-coloured bull, which they 
call tame, and which' the mozos ride familiarly. They 
pursmidcd mo to try this novel speeicB of riding, u man 
holding the animal's head with a rope; but I thought that 
it tossed its horns in a most uncomfortable itnd alarming 

Í manner, and very soon slipped off. W c stopped during 
our ride, at a house ^where the proprietors make a small 
fortune by the produce of their numerous beehives; and 
walked along; the banks of a fine clear river, winding 
tlirough beautiful and verdant groves. 

The next morning by six o'clock we, were again ,on 
horseback, and took leave of San Bartolo. We rode by 
Yndaparapeo; a considerable village, with sloping shingle 
roofs; and about ten reached Querendaro, breakfasted 
with Señor Pimentel, and then continued our journey 

1 towards San 'Andrés, where wc were •to pass the night. 
W e had a horse with us which occasionally fell down on 
the road, shivering all over, groaning, and apparently 
dying; but which had twice recovered from these fits. 
But this day, having stopped beside a running strpam to 
water our horses, the unfortunate beast fell again, and 
when we had remounted, and were riding forward, a 
servant galloped after us, to tell us that the horse was 

; dead at last; so we left him to his lonely grave by the 
river's side. Great, therefore, was our amazement, when, 
some time after, we perceived him trotting along the road 

; at a great rate, in pursuit of his party, apparently quite 
! recovered. 

We passed the night at: San Andres, a poor venia» but 
clean, consisting of three empty rooms, a spirit-shop, and 
a kitchen. Our escort slept in the piazza, rolled in their 
sarapes. Our beds were stuck .up in .the empty rooms, 
and we got some supper upon fowl and tortillas. W e 
were interested by the melancholy air of a poor woman, 
who sat aloof on the piazza, uncared for, and noticing 
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no one; W e spoke to her, and found-that she was-insane, 
wandering from village, to village,, and subsisting on 
charityi; • Shcj seemed g'entlc and harmless,: but the very 
picture of misery, and quite, alone in. the world, having 
lost al l her family. But "God tempers the wind to the . 
shorn lamb." We saw her again in the morning before , 
we set off, and saw heriget some breakfast, in the kitchen. ; 
The poor people of-the^venta seemed.kind to her. They : 
who dwell in comfortable .houses,, surrounded by troops of 
friends, and who repine at their lot,, would do well to ; 
compare it with that of such, a being. j 

This morning we left San Andrés, and have had a | 
pleasant ride,: in spite, of a hardrtrotting horse, which fell j 
to my lot. Impossible!' to conceive more beautiful scenery ; 
than that which we passed through to-day. Some of the • 
hills have a singular formation, each large hill appearing ¡ 
compoaed of ' a vuriety • of smaller ones, of a pyramidal 
shape. We rode through Taximaroa without stopping, 
and breakfasted at a rancho, where the whole family were 
Gficeudtngiy IUUKIHOIIIC. Tht: randinu hiinsclf was a model 
for a fine-looking farmer, hospitable and well-bred; know
ing his place, yet without any servility. The rancherita, 
who was engaged in the kitchen, was so handsome, that 
we made'every possible excuse for going to look at her. 
1 About four o'clock we once more crossed the hills and 

came down upon the plains by which we left Angangueo; 
and passed over a river as red as blood, that looked as if 
hostile armies had been engaged in fierce combat by its 
banks; and their bodies rolled in the tide. This ensan
guined hue is,'however, caused, not by warlike steel, but 
by peaceful copper; not peaceful in its effects, by the way, 
at this moment,- for the whole country, more or less, is in 
commotion on the subject of copper coin. 

• You must know, that some few years ago, the value of 
copper was suddenly reduced by law to one half, causing 
a great loss to all, but much distress to the poor. The 
intrinsic value of the copper, however, bore so little 
relation to the value given to it, that it was a very pro-
'ductive business to counterfeit it, of which many un- : 
principled individuals availed themselves to such an extent, í 
that it had almost become an openly exercised branch of ' 
industry' all 'through the republic. When Santa Anna * 
became provisional president, he ordered that all the \ 
copper coin, whose currency was now reduced to six or 
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eight, per cent, below parj should t)ç. given in to certain 
deposits which he named, promising, to. repay it in genuine 
coin of real value. But this naturally caused a still greater 

: depreciation, bringing it down as low as sixty per ccni. ; 
aud still greater discmUttnt, the people ̂ having little fa'ilh 
in the promise, , andj in fact, the, payment could not be 
made at the appointed time, because there were not. suf
ficient coining, machines; and as the few new cents that 

* did circulate, were said not to contain, their real value, the 
distress became greater than ever.. The merchants refused 
to receive copper, and there was no silver or small change. 
In the mean time, in many of the large haciendas, the 
proprietors have given checks to the worUmen, with which 
Ihcy have been ably to buy what Ihuy required at the 
shops, which are attached to these haciendas. 

The nmount of the copper in circulation cannot be cal
culated, for it is almost all counterfeit. I t is supposed, 
however, to be at least from eight to nine millions of 
dollars. You may easily imagine the fortunes that will be 
made (and as they say are being made) by those of the 

- government party, who are buying up for sixty, what will 
be paid them by favour of the government at lhe rate of 
a hundred. 

W e rode up the hills that lead to the house of Don 
Carlos Heimbiirger, and were again hospitably received 
by him and his German friends. Nothing can have a 
finer effect than the view from the piazza of his house in 
the evening, looking down upon the valley. The piazza 
itself has a screen of green creepers, which have the effect 
of a curtain of a theatre half drawn up. Behind the house 
rises a dark frowning hill, in the form of a pyramid. In 
front is the deep ravine, with the huts of the workmen, 
and while the moon throws her quivering beams over the 

, landscape, the metallic fires of livid blue light up the 
* valley. There is something wild and diabolic in the scene; 

and as the wind howls round the valley with a dismal 
sound, it seems as if one were looking on at some unholy, 

. magical incantation; so that it is pleasant to return after 
, a while to the comfortable rooms and cheerful fires within, 

•¡ which have so homely and domestic an air. W e hope to 
"I spend to-morrow here, and the following day to go on to 
« Toluca, from whence I shall continue pry letter. 

TOLUCA, 19th. 
The next day wo. visited flic works, which an' liW-
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others, excepting that here they do not use quicksilver to 
extract the silver from the lead, but do so by the process 
of oxidation, by the means of a reverbcratory furnace. 
T h e people generally have an unhealthy appearance, as 
nearly all have who are engaged in these works—the air 
being loaded with particles of metal. After vis i t ing the 
mills and the sheds where the process of oxidation is 
carr ied on, and admir ing the metallic riches - of these 
mountains, we left the hot and poisoned atmosphere, and 
walked up' the mountains clothed with a hardy vegetation 
^— with every noble tree and flowering shrub—and pursued 
our course till we came to a fine waterfall , which plunges 
from a great height over the g igant ic rocks. 

T h e scenery here is rude and wild. T h e great rocks 
uro cuvci'ciJ with hnnly troou - llm pinu, I lie nulnr, Uu: oak, 
and the flowering laurel. T h e river, after dashing down 
in this noble cascade, runs brawling amongst the forest-
clothed hills, till it reaches the plains, and Hows on 
placidly. W e spent an agreeable day, wandering amongst 
the mountains; and when we returned sat on the piazza 
to watch the moon as her broad disk rose over the valley, 
and the fierce blue lights that made her mild fires grow 
pale. 
' AU Germans are musical , and the gentlemen in this 

h ò u s e did not belie the national reputation. After dinner, 
a bright fire blazing, doors and windows shutting' out the 
cold a ir that whistled along the hills, they struck up in 
chorus some of the finest national a irs , particularly the 
H y m n to the Rhine—so that it seemed an illusion that we 
were in this wild, mining district, inhabited only by the 
poorest I n d i a n s ; and we were transported thousands of 
miles off, across the broad Atlantic, even to the land where 

"Tlic custlcd t:r;ig of Drachqifels 
Frowns o'er die broad mid winding Rhino." 

W e also amused ourselves by examining Madame 
B 's A l b u m ; and if those milk-and-water volumes, 
belonging to young ladies, where young gentlemen write 
prettinesses, be called Albums, some other name should be 
found for a book where some of the most distinguished 
artists in Germany have left proofs of their talent, and : 
where there i s not one page which does not contain some- ! 
thing s tr ik ing and original . Nothing pleased me so much | 
as the fanciful illustration of'the beautiful legend of Lorelei , 



Las Millas 513 
hich Madame B — ~ read to us with great feeling;. ;< W e 
icame too comfortable here for hardy equestrian travel-
rsf and had we staid much longer, should, have begun to 
mplain of tough fowls, beds in. barns , and other incon-
miences, which we had hitherto laughed a t ; but we tore 
irselves away from our C a p u a , and on the morn ing of 
e sixteenth set off for E l P i l a r . •. 
D o n Car lo s H e i m b ü r g e r , M . and Madame B , - e tCi , 
companied us for seven leagues, a l l through the woods, 
e had a delightful ride, the day w a s cool and cloudy, 
d w e were besides, constantly shaded by the noble forest 
;es. • But we had not reached L a s Mi l las before the sky 
is overcast , the clouds became black and gloomy, and 
length broke out in rain. W e galloped fast, for the 

y, I H - K M I C H hei tig nimy, was fo ld; nnd in the uiternoon 
iclied L a s Mil las . H e r e we breakfasted in the little por-
0, which we preferred to the interior of the cottage, 
ielly upon tortillas and boiled tejocotes, a fruit which 
ows in great abundance, and resembles a smal l apple. 
:re again were two Indian girls of admirable beauty, 
ns leur genre, baking tortillas. W e were now obliged 
part from our kind G e r m a n friends, and to ride across 
: plains. But had not gone more than halfway, when 
s clouds burst forth in torrents, pouring their fury on 
r devoted heads, so that in five minutes we were all 
mched as if we had fallen into a river. W e took shelter 
• a little while under a solitary spreading tree, but the 
trm increased in violence, and it was advisable to gal lop 
wards , in order to arrive at E l P i lar before it became 
rk. Suddenly, the most beautiful rainbow I ever beheld 
iled out from amongst the watery clouds. I t formed 
complete and well-defined arch of the most bril l iant 
Diirs in the heavens, reflected by another on the plains, 
ich, uniting with it, blended its fainter hues with the 
ht of the heavenly bow. 

•Ve arr ived at E l P i lar tired and drenched, and greatly 
need of the hospitable reception which was given to us 
its mistress. 
The following morning we set off early for L a Gdbia , 
iing some regret that our journey was drawing to a 
se. Some of us , who rode in front, found ourselves 
rounded by several suspicious-looking, well-armed men 
horseback, who, under pretence of a s k i n g some ques-
is, rode very close to us, and then stopped and faced 
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round ;on their horses—-but there was no danger, our 
escort being: at a short •distance, and when they observed 
its approach, they bestowed no further attention upon us. 
D o n X a v i e r H e c h a v a r r i a had returned to Mexico , but we 
were cordially welcomed by his brother-in-law, D o n Manue l : 
Gorospe, and so kindly pressed to remain some days, that; 
nothing" but our limited time would have induced us to i 
set off next morning ifor To luca . H e r e we arr ived last; '. 
night, hav ing performed our journey by a different and : 
more agreeable road than that <of the "three hundred i 
barrancas ." W e entered T o l u c a by moonlight, and found 1 
that respectable city a l l in commotion on the subject of: ^ 
boppcr; presenting a very different aspect from the quiet; < 
and conventual air of repose which distinguished it little- i 
more than a month ago. Yesterday Colonel Y , who t 
has accompanied us during all this journey, left us, to, 1 
return to ¡ M i d m i w í u i , luivíu^- (Inn; I n m i r h t u:i bark in ( 
safety to the point irum which wc starteti. L 

W e are spending a very tiresome day in the inn, which, 
however, is a more decent place, and belongs to a better 
Hineiof coaches than the other. W e have been enlivened 
b y several visits , amongst others, from the commandant, 
.and from an aide-de-camp of General Va lenc ia ' s . F o r a 
tthe first time since wc left it, we have news from Mexico. v 
'Santa Anna , dit-on, h now D i r i a l o r or K i n g , in nil but the .v 
nutnC) affecting more than royal pomp, yet endeavouring 
.by his affability to render himself popular. Above a l l , he 
(has made known his UeU.nmnittioi) of not seizing an inch 
of.ground belonging to the c lergy; 'which seizure of church w 
tproperty w a s the favourite idea of Paredes and the pro- ?J 
•.gr.esistas. T h i s resolution he has not printed, probably ir' 
in order not to disgust that party, but his personal declara- J11 
.tion. to the archbishop and the padres of the Profesa, and ¡?f 
in a letter to the .bishop of Puebla, is, that he will not 
only leave (heir properly untouched, but (hat, were lie out 21 
of power, he would draw his sword in their defence—for 
.that, good or bad, he is a sincere Cathol ic . T h i s has done " l 
much to re-establish him in the good opinion of the clergy, 
and . i t is sa id that in every convent in Mexico, monks and 0 
.nuns nre now wearying Heaven with prayers in his behalf, an 
I n short, tthe conquerors and the conquered, those of th( ^u 

: Progress , and those of the Dictatorship, s e ç m al l , barring ret 
• a JJÇW .noble exceptions, actuated by one motive; persona 
iintereet. 
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ir C o u n t C a is restored to the command of his bul -
d tal ion del Comercio , which has been re-established (it 
». having* deserted to the federalists in the ilast revolution), 
e I t appears that the president's favourite plan is to have 
;1: thirty thousand men under a r m s ; and there is little doubt 
it; that he will br ing this about. Sixteen new:^generals have 
0. been created; and General T o r n e i is made a . General of 
it; D i v i s i o n . T h e S e ñ o r a V a has g iven;a ball, at wh ich ' 
d she and other ladies appeared with tra ins , rehearsing-, as 
d it would seem, before the court drawing-rooms. I was 
J lold, find by good aulhority , that the present sent by S a n t a 
f! A n n a to the lady of the commander-in-chief on her birth-
t; day, w a s a box containing three general's belts, with a 
e1 request that she would bestow them on those whom she 
3 considered most deserving of them; and that the lady 
a! herself buckled the sashes on her favoured knights , in her 
l own hmuloir. T im;; w;i:; vnlmir icwurdcti by 1he hnlid o í 

beauty; and 

r " T i m s should clcscrl in a r m s be c r o w n e d . " 

^ Meanwhile the master of the house presents himself wi th 
J a disturbed and gloomy countenance, and doubts much 

whether we can have any dinner to-day, because no one 
', wil l sell auylhing , c i i h r r for copper, or s i lver; moreover 
r hints darkly that they expect a copper pronunciamiento 
\ to -morrow; and observes that the shops are shut up. 
J S ince we could get no dinner, we went out to take a 
j w a l k ; and methinks the Tolucanos have a fierce and 

agitated aspect. W e attempted to go to mass this morn-
, ing , but there was a congregation of l é p e r o s , who filled 

not only the church, but the whole enclosure and the street 
[ beyond, so that we cpüld not even approach . the church 
f. door. Unfortunately we cannot get a diligence until the 
; 31st . 

T h e y have brought us at last, I will not say dinner— 
, but something to eat. 

2 0 t h . — T h i s morning, the' firing of squibs, the beating 
of drums, the shouting and confusion on the streets, 
announced that the ragamulfin population of T o l u c a had 
turned out ; and going to the balcqny, I very nearly 
received the salutation of 

" A sky-
Rocltet in my eye ." 
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Orders have. been, given out by the alcalde, that copper 

shall be received in payment, by the merchants, gome of 
whom have declared they will only receive silver. A large 
mob has collected before the alcalde's door, with shouts 
of " V i v a la plata ! Muerta al cobre ! " (Long- live silver ! 
Death to copper !)—apostrophizing these useful metals, as 
if they were two generals. 

The merchants have issued a declaration, that during 
three days only, they will sell their goods for copper (of 
course at an immense advantage to themselves). The 
Indians and the poorer classes are now rushing to the 
shops, and buying goods, receiving in return for their 
copper ubuut hull ila vuluo. JÍ Simla Anna UVCJJH bin 
word, the patriotism of the merchants will be rewarded. 

C n has just had a visit from one of the merchants, 
who wishes his conduct to be represented in a proper light 
in Mexico. 

M E X I C O , 22nd. 

With much joy we stepped into the diligence early 
yesterday morning, accompanied by the commandant of 
Toluca, and retraced our road to Mexico; for though 
Toluca is a fipe city, with clean, airy houses, wide, well-
paved streets, and picturesque in its situation, there is 
something sad and deserted in its appearance, an air of 
stagnation that weighs upon the spirits; and the speci
mens we have seen of its lower orders are not inviting. 
W e had rather an agreeable journey, as^the day was cool, 
and we had the diligence to ourselves. W e breakfasted 
again at Cuajimalpa, took leave of the interesting itecuin 
tepotzotli, still hanging from its hook—and again ascended 
the eminence from which Mexico suddenly burst's upon the 
view, and utter a « h o u ¡ibscucc, w i t h all t h e chacina oí 
novelty. Before we arrived at Tacubaya, we were met 
by a carriage containing Señor A and his lady, who 
insisted on our leaving the diligence; and carried us off to 
their own house, where we now are. On the second of 
January we expect to take our final departure from the 
"great city of the lake." 

December 28th.—Another old year about to chime in ! 
Another Christmas past away ! But during these last few 
days it has been all in vain to attempt finishing my letter, 
between making arrangements for our journey, receiving 
and returning visits, going to the opera, and seeing 
and revisiting all that we had left unseen or wished to 
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see again before leaving- this. People seem determined 
that we shall regret them, and load us with kindness and 
attentions, the more flattering-, that now at least they are 
entirely personal, and cannot proceed from any interested 
motive. W e have reason to think them both steady and 
sincere in their friendship. 

General Moran has died, universally regretted. He has 
been embalmed according to the system of Gana l , and his 
funeral was performed with extraordinary magnificence, 
the troops out, the foreign ministers and the cabinet fol
lowing on foot, the former in full uniform, and a great 
Iniin of ciirringrs ixachmg nlong the whole Calle San 
Francisco, from the church to the square. The body, 
dressed in a general's uniform, was carried upon a splendid 
bier, and was so perfectly embalmed, that he seemed not 
dead, nor even asleep, but lying in an attitude of repose. 
The expense of this operation will probably prevent its 
ever-becoming very common; and certainly there are but 
few cases where it can be advisable to adopt it. An 
embalmed dynasty might be a curious sight. To trace 
the features of a royal line, from Charlemagne to Charles 
X.—from Alfred to William I V . , would be a strange 
study. Mary of Scotland and Elizabeth, lying in the 
repose of death, yet looking as they lived and hated 
centuries back, might be a curious piece of antiquity. A 
Hernán Cortes—a Washington—a Columbus—a Napo
leon ; men, whose memory for good or for evil, will 
survive time and change—it would be a strange and 
wondrous thing, if we could look on their features as 
they were in life. But it is to be trusted that this method 
of .suceessfully wrestling with the earth for what it claims 
as its due, will not generally prevail; or, at the end of a 
few centuries, the embalmed population would scarce 
leave room for their living and breathing descendants: 
nor is it an agreeable idea that one might, in a lapse of 
ages, grace the study of an antiquary, or be preserved 
amongst the curiosities of a museum'. I would stuff birds 
and beasts, and preserve them in cabinets, but not the 
remains of immortal man. D u s t tinto dus t ; and the eye 
of faith turned from the perishing remains to the spirit 
which has gone to the God who gave it. 

The f u n c i ó n performed in the general's honour, within 
the church, was as magnificent as ecclesiastic and military 
splendour could render it. W e were in the gallery above. 
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The bier, placed on a lofty scaffolding, covered with black 
velvet and lig-hted with wax tapers, was placed near the 
altar. The music was solemn and impressive. Every 
respect has been, shown to the deceased general, by Santa 
Anna's orders. Kxcepling the corps diplomatique and the 
officers, all within the church were in deep mourning. . . . 

The chief difficulty we have , in arranging our affairs 
here, consists in the perfect impossibility of persuiiding. 
any tradesman to keep his word. They name the day, 
the1 hour, the minute, at which they arc to be with you, 
or at: which certain goods are to be sent to you. They 
are affronted tf you dimbt their punctuality, and the prob
ability is, you never hear of Ihein or their goods again. 
If they arc not exact for their own iníeresí, they will not 
be so for yours; and although we have had frequent; 
proofs of this carelessness, we are particularly annoyed 
by it now that we are within a few days of our departure. 
During our residence here wc have had little to do with 
shops and shopkeepers, having found it more convenient 
and economical to send to Paris or even to the United 
States for all articles of dress. Now, though everything 
must still be comparatively dear, the bad times have 
caused a great reduction in prices; and dear as all goods 
are, they would be still dearer, were it^not for the quan
tity that is smuggled into the republic. There arc an 
amazing'number of French shopkeepers; French tailors, 
liktters, shoemakers, apothecaries, etc. ; but especially 
French, modistes and perruquicrs. The charges of the 
former are exorbitant, the latter are little employed except 
liy gentlemen. There are also many Spanish shops, some 
German, and a few English; but I think the French 
preponderate. 

' W e went'some time ago to'sec the Monte Pio , which 
Is under the auspices of Señor Tagle; and it is melancholy 
enough to see the profusion of fine diamonds and pearls, 
that 'are! çliaplayed in these large halls. After a certain 
time ' has elapsed without their being redeemed, the 
nWdged' urtidnN artí .s»>H!>¡, gold ami .silver, in wluUrvor 
form,1 by the weight, but. jewels "for their intrinsic value. 
There is a sale once a week. W e were shown privately 
the jewels of the Virgen de los Remedios; which are very 
superb. 

There Is a small then Ire Inlely eslablislu'd, called lhe 
Theatre of Neio Mexico, where there is a Spanish com-
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pany, the sume whom we saw two years ago. in> ¿Vera 
Cruz. They are drawing- away various persons, from the 
principal theatre; Their object seems to be to make people 
laugh, and they succeed. On Christmas eve we:: went 
there to see the gracioso (harlequin) in a woman's* dressy 
dance Trípi l i , an old Spanish dance,- accompanied, with, 
singing. They introduced. some appropriate, lines, con
cerning the late troubles about the copper, which: were-
received with great applause. Just as they were con
cluding the Trípili, a young gentleman in the pit, I do not! 
know whether Mexican or Spanish, rose, and waving his: 
hand after the manner of a man about lo make an address, 
and recjucsting attention, kindly favoured the audience-
with some verses of his own, which were received with: 
great good-nature; the actors bowing to him, and the pit 
applauding him. It seemed to me. a curious piece of; 
philanthropy on his part. 

At midnight wc went to the church of Santai Clara, to 
attend what is called the M i s a del Gal lo , the Cock's Mass; 
which is private,—-only respectable persons being admitted; 
by a private entrance; for midnight mass; in Mexico takes, 
place with shut doors, as all nightly reunions are dreaded* 
Santa Clara being attached to the convent of that name, 
we remained after mass to see the white-robed sisters 
receive the sacrament from the hands of a priest, by the: 
small side-door that opens from the convent to' the:churchi 
The church was lighted, but the convent was in darkness-;' 
and looking in ihrough the grating, we could only' dis
tinguish the outline of their kneeling figures, enveloped in 
their white drapery and black veils. I do not: think there 
were a dozen persons in the church besides ourselvesi' 

A good deal of interest has been excited here lately 
about the Texian prisoners taken in the Santa Fé expedid • 
tion, the first detachment of whom have arrived, after 
a march of nearly two thousand miles, and are now lodged' 
in the convent of Santiago, about two miles-from' the1: 
centre of the city. As their situation is-represented to bb 
very miserable, and as il is S ' ' i l ilmt they have been1 
stripped of their hats, shoes, and coats; some of the 
Mexican families, and amongst others, that of Don Fran
cisco Tagle, regardless of political enmity, have subscribed 
to send them a supply of linen and other necessary articles, 
which (hey carried out there themselves. Being invited 
to accompany them to Santiago, I did so; and we fnnnrf 
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the common men occupying the courtyard, and the 
officers the large hall of the convent. So far they have 
been treated as prisoners of war generally are; but it is 
said to be the intention of Santa Anna to have them put 
in chains, and sent out to sweep the streets, with the 
miserable prisoners of the Acordada. Colonel C , who 
was presented to me, seemed to treat the whole affair 
very lightly, as the fortune of war; and had evidently no 
idea that any such fate was in store for them; seeming 
rather amused by the dress of the monks, whom he now 
saw for the first time. In the Mexicans generally, there 
seems,very little if any vindictive feeling against them; 
on the contrary, a good deal o f interest in their favour, 
mingled with s o m o e u r i o M t y to sec them. Tlu: m m m o n 

men appeared more impatient and m o r e out of s p i r i t s than 
the oíliccrs. W c sli.'dl probably Unow nolliing more of 
their fate, before leaving Mexico. 

W e had some intention of paying a last visit to the 
Museum before wc wont; a n d Pon José Maria Bustn-
UiUiUe, i i friend of O U Í H , professor of boUmy, a n d con
sidered a man of learning, was prepared to receive us; 
ibut we were prevented from going. I musí , however, 
find time to answer your question as fb the population. 
The Mexican republic is supposed to contain upwards of 
seven millions of inhabitants; the capital, two hundred 
thousand. Their number cannot be exactly fixed, as there 
has been no general census for some time; a labour in 
which a commission, with Count Cortina at its head, has 
been employed for some time past, and the result of which 
will be published shortly. All other questions must be 
replied to de v i v e v o i x . 

I must now conclude my Inst letter written from this 
place; for we are surrounded by visitors, day and night; 
and, to say the truth, feel that it is only the prospect of 
returning to our family, which can counterbalance the 
ainfeigned regret we feel at leaving our friends in Mexico. 
My next letter will most probably be dated from Vera 
Cruz. 
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L E T T E R T H E F I F T Y - S E C O N D 

Last Day in Mexico — Theatre — Santa Anna — French Minister's — 
Parting—Diligence—Last Look oí Mexico—Fatigue—Robbers— 
Escort—Second Impressions—Baths at Jalapa—Vera Cruz—Some 
Account of Sun Juan de Ulua-i-Siege of 1825—Siege of 1838— 
General Bustamante—Theatre—Of the North Winds. 

V E R A C K U Z , 6th January, 2842.. 

HAVING concluded our arrangements for leaving Mexico 
on the 2nd of January, we determined, as the diligence 
started long before daybreak, not to attempt taking any 
rest that night. We went out early, and took leave of 
the Dowager Marquésa de Vivanco, who was confined 
(o tin: house by iUness, nml whose kindness to us has been 
unretniUing ever since our arrival. It is a sad thing to 
take leave of u person of lier nge, and in her delicate a ta to 
of heulth, whom there is scarcely a possibility of our ever 
seeing again. Some days before we parted also from one 
of our oldest friends here, the Countess C — — a . The last 
day, besides lho Spaniards who have been our constant 
friends and visitors ever since we came here, we had 
melancholy visits of adieu from Señor Gomez Padraza and 
his lady, from the families of Kchavarri, of Fagoaga, Cor
tina, Escandon, Casaflores, and many whose names are un
known to you. Amongst others was the Güera Rodriguez. 

About eight o'clock, accompanied even to the door of 
the carriage by a number of ladies who were with us to 
the last, and amongst these were P a C a and 
L z E n, we broke short all these sad partings, 
and, with the A s and the family of the French minis
ter, set off for the theatre of New Mexico. I can imagine 
your surprise at such a finale, but it was the only means 
left us of finishing a painful scene, and of beguiling the 
weary hours yet remaining before the diligence started, 
for it was in vain to think of rest or sleep that night. 
The theatre was very ci'owded, the play an arpusing piece 
of diablerie, called the " P a t a de C a b r a " (the goat's foot), 
badly got up, of course, as its effect depends upon scenery 
and machinery. I believe it was very entertaining, but I 
cannot say we felt inclined to enter into the spirit of it. 
The family of General V a were there, and, this being 
the day of a great diplomatic dinner, given by. Santa 
Anna, various officers and diplomates came in late and in 
full dress. I was informed by one of the company, that 
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six colonels stood (he whole lime of dinner behind his 
lixuclltjncy'u uhalv 1 1 W O I H U - T what h'rtnch ollicer would 
do as much for Louis Philippe I Vogue la ga lhre l From 
the theatre, which qotiduded about one, wc drove to the 
house of the — — minister, where we spent a very grave 
half-hour, and then returned home with a very splendid 
brioche, of generous proportions, which Madame la 
Baronne de had kindly prepared for our journey. 

Arrived at the A 's, we sat down to supper, and 
nçyer,:was there a sadder meal than this, when for the 
l ^ t time we sat at the hospitable board of these our 
earliest an4 latest Mexican friends. We were thankful 
when it was all over and we had taken leave, and when, 
accompanied to the inn by Señor A d and other gentle
men, we found ourselves fairly lodged in the diligence, 
-on a dark and rather cold morning, sad, sleepy, and 
shivering. Al l Mexico was asleep when we drove out of 
the gates. The very houses seamed sunk in slumber. 
S o terminated our last Mexican Nevu Year ' s D a y . 

When we reached the eminence, . from .-hich is the 
last view of .the valley, the first dawn of day just 
krçaMng ovpr the distant city; the white summits of iuv 
volcanoes were still enveloped in mist, and the lake was 
Veiled by low clouds of vapour, Uutt rose slowly from ils 
surface. And Ojis was our last glimpse of Mexico ! 

The diligence is now on a new nnd most fatiguing plan 
of travelling night and day, after leaving Puebla; so that, 
Starting from Mexicp at four o'clock on the morning of the 
2nd of January, it arrives in Vera Cruz early on the morn
ing of the 5th, saving a few hours, and nearly killing the 
travellers. The government had granted us escorts for 
the whole journey, now more than ever necessary. It 
w a s five in the afternoon when we reached Puebla, and 
we set off again by dawn the next morning. 

W e had just left the gates, and our escort, which had 
rode forward, was .concealed by some rising ground, 
whçp, by the faint light, wc perceived some half-dozen 
mounted cavaliers making stealthily up to us across the 
fields. Their apprpaeh wa¡j fir.st discerned by a Spanish 
lady, who w a s with us, and who was travelling with 
Stn^gs 0̂  pearl and valuable diamonds concealed about 
her person, which made her peculiarly sharp-sigfyted on 
the] occasion. " L a d r o n e s ! " said she, and every one 
veppated L a d r o n a s I " in diifeieut intonations. They 
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rmlo noroHst ihu iiulds, came up pretty close to lhe diligence, 
and reconnoilred us. I was too sleepy to be Jrightgncd, 
;UK! reconnoitred Lliem in return with only one eye open. 
T h e coachman whipped up his horses, the escort came in 
s ight , and the gentlemen struck into the fields again . T h e 
whole passed in a minute or two. T h e soldiers of the 
escort came riding back to the di l igence; and the captain, 
ga l loping up to the window, gave himself great credit for 
hav ing "frightened away the robbers." ; 

W e arrived at Perole when it w a s nearly dusk, supped, 
and started aga in at eleven o'clock at night. W e passed 
a horrible night in the diligence, and were thankful when 
daybreak showed us the beautiful environs of Ja lapa . I t 
is s ingular that on a second impression, returning by this 
road, the houses appear handsomer than they did before, 
and nature less be;iut)ful. I conclude that this is to be 
accounted for simply from the c ircumstance of the eye 
hav ing become accustomed both to the works of nature 
and of man, which characterize this country. T h e houses, 
which at first appeared gloomy, large, and comfortless, 
habit has reconciled us to, and experience has taught us 
that they are precisely suited to this cl imate of perpetual 
spr ing . T h e landsc;ipe, with its eternal flowcr.s and vur-
(ii .-c, no, longer aslonishes and bewilders us, as when we 
first. arrived from a country where, at that season, all 
nature lies buried in snow. JJesides, in our last journey 
through Michoacan, we have^ passed among scenes even 
more s tr ik ing and beautiful than these. T h e n the dresses, 
wh ich at first appeared so romant i c ; the high, Moorish-
looking-saddle, the gold-embroidered manga , the.. large 
hat, shading the swarthy faces of the men, the coloured 
petticoat and reboso, and long black hair of the women, 
though still picturesque, have no longer the charm of 
novelty, and do not attract our attention. T h e winter also 
has been unusually severe for Mexico, and some slight 
frosts have caused the [lowers of this natural garden to 
fade; and, besides all this, we were tired and sleepy and 
jolted, and knew that; we had but fin hour or two to 
remain, and had another day and night , of purgatory in 
prospect. . . . . j 

S t i l l , as we passed along the shady lanes, amongst the 
d a r k chir imoyas , the green-leaved banana*, and all the 
variety, of bcmiliful. trees, mlwined with their graceful 
creepers, we were forced to confess that winter ha-; l i d l -
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power over ib<M; f r r t i k rrgKKi* . arvd that m «pete th* 
leveller, H a M f , such a Undscapr cao n e v í r be passwi 
ihrtHifih with indtflcrence-

Amv*-<J »t j a l a p a , we refrrftbwt fMJrvflv** * i t h iht 
luxury oí • l»alh. having; to pass thmug*1 half th« ctly 
before wc rracited the baihing establishment, from v b t c h 
there ia tí*e m o » ! heatí l i ful view o í wood, wafer. «nd 
imwmtain that «I is powsthk to behold- The bath* are lhe 
nropertj' of a lady w h » ha* a cotton ÍACtoxy and a jrood 
K O U M ¡n lhe « i tr , and ffwlunal* fche tf in po**r»*ttt£ a 
Hiffkieot pcwtson of worldly gecod* ; wf*rr, a» she m í o r m e d 
u», ahe i» the mother ol twenty cbtWren f Sb* her»elf , 
i n •ppeaia í f tce , w â * liittc m o t t than ihirty- W e then 
returned to breakfast, and ¿hortly alter k i t Jalapa. 

! wíU no4 inili-L-t upon yov a « e c o n d de^crtption ol the 
t a m r journey; oí P lan del Kto, with it* d e a r river « n d 
little tno—-of Puerto del Rtyt with its solid maje-ttte b r à ^ e 
thmwn m e r thr deep ravine, ihrmigh w h k h mthe* the 
impeluous r iver Antig-«a —or o í how we were johed over 
the road leadinir to Paw* de O v e j a , etr. SufHrr it to %ay, 
\k*t we patHid • B¡srht, whtrh between uifTocatin^ Heat, 
horrible jolting, and e i t reme fatigue, w a i nearly tntoter-
•bW. StoMMH^; to change horaes at Santa F ¿ , we **w, by 
the li^ht of the tofthe* which they brought to the dom, 
that we were once more amon^ bamboo-hut* aod palm-
trcM. T o w a r d * momit^g we heard the wek-ome »«ouod ©Í 
the wave*, gtviftg w* J0?*1*' t<>*Ltn 'hut our fwttt^y w*» 
drawing to a doite; yet when we entered V e r a Cru« and 
got out of the ditigetic*, we felt tike pri&oners who have 
been mo }or*u omened in a dunj^ron, they are incapable of 
rn^oyinK their liberty, we were K> thorTiughly worn oat 
and exhausted. H o w different from the agree-ibAr kind 
of fatigue which we uu-d to IrxA after a long day's ¿ourney 
on hortehack 1 

B r e a k f a i t , and a frr»h toilet had, however, their du« 
influence. W * » r r p in an hotel, and had hardljr break-
fatted when our friend, D w i rKofl i^o V C U K O . with tome 
other Çef l t í emen, arr ived, and kindly irjirtuw King y t }of 
prefcmt\|{ an inn to h i* h o u , carried us and our twgjfajf* 
oM to h i i fine #iry dwel l ing, where we now are, and where 
a (food night '* re*t hat made u i í o r g e i all our fa t^:ue« . 

A » we must remain here for one or two day*, w* shall 
haw* tame to ace a [title ffwxr of the c i ty ; and alrexdy, 
opon a aecoruj kurvev, a*d and dilapidated a» it now 
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appears, 1 can more readily imagina what it amst b « v e 
been in former days , before it was visited by tit* tooorge 
o í c ivi l war. The e « p e r i e n c e of two Mexican revota t i ca* , 
makes ti mot* easy for us to conceive lhe exfeat l o which 
this unfortunate city must have su0ered in iht s traegte 
made by the Spaniards , to preserve the castle , their U s t 
bulwark in this hemisphere. S a a J u a n de U l u a , i n spite 
of the miserable conditton in which it now ia, r traa ia» a 
last ing memorial of the great work* which , aJmtwt imme
diately after their arr ival on these shores, w«r* un-der-
taken by the Spanish coo<iu€rof». 

In IÓ3U, sixty-one years after they had set foot OA A x t t c 
toi l , they began this fortress, in order to coofifitt their 
power. T h e centre o í the space which it o c e u p ã e s i f a 
small is land, where the Spaniard, J u a n de G r i j a i v a arr ived , 
one year before Cortes reached the M e x k a n cootifwsnt. 
I l a v i n g í o u n d lhe remains of two human victims there* 
they a « k e d the natives why they sacrificed men to their 
idols, and receiving for t t t twtr that it was by or deis of tba 
k ings of A colhua, the Spaniards g a v e the isJaad U w B a m * 
of U lua , hy a natural corruption of that word . 

I t is pretended that the fortress coat four m i i h o n a ¿ a m i 
though this immense sum is no doubt a a exaggeratioa, 
the expense must have been very great , when w« consider 
that its foundations a r t below the water , and that (or 
nearly three centuries it has r e m t c d all the force of the 
stormy waves tha i continualty beat against it. Many 
improvements and additions are gradual ly made lo the 
cas t le ; a n d , in the time of the viceroys, a first-Fate 
engineer pa id it an annual visit, to a scer tau» ít» condiiioo, 
and to consider its best naode of defence, in case of a n 
attack. I n 1 8 0 6 , however, Vera C r u a w a s sacked by the 
E n g l i s h corsair , Nicholas A g r a m o o » , incited by one Lorco» 
< ill*), who had been condemned to death for murder i s 
V e r a C r u x , and had escaped to Jamaica , Seven miUiooa 
of dollar* were carr ied off, besides three hundred persone 
of both sexes, whom the pirates abandoned cm the I s l a n d 
of Sacrif icios, when they re-embarked. 

I n 1 7 7 1 the viceroy, then lhe Marqui s de la C r q f a , 
remitted a million and a ha l l of datlars to the governor, 
in order that he might put the c i s t l e in a state of defence; 
and the s trong bulwarks which still remam, atteet the 
labour that hás been bestowed upon it. T b e outer 
polygon, which looks towards Vera C r u i , is three hundred 
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yards in extent ¡ to tfio north it is defended by nuothcr of 
two* hundred y a r d a ; WIIIIML tt low baUury is situated aa u 
r e a r - g ú a r d in tlic bastion of Sant iago; and on the opposite 
front is the battery of San M i y u c l . T h e whole fortress 
is composed of a stone which abounds in the neighbouring 
is land, a species of coral, excellent for building, p i e d r a 
m u c a r a . 

I n 1822 no stronghold of Spanish power remained but 
this castle, :whose garrison was frequently reinforced by 
troops from H a v a n a . V e r a C r u z itself was then in
habited by wealthy and influential Spaniards . Santa A n n a 
then commanded in the province, under the orders of 
E c h a v a r r i , the captain-general, and with instructions 
from Yturbide, relative to the taking of the castle. T h e 
commandant was the Spanish General D o n J o s é D a v i l a . 
It w a s not, however, till the following year, when L e m a u r 
succeeded D a v i l a in the command of the citadel, that 
hostilities were begun by bombarding V e r a C r u z . 

M e n , women, and children then abandoned the city. 
T h e merchants went to A lvarado , twelve leagues off, 
whilst those who weru dnven from llit:ir housca by a 
shower of balls, sought a miserable asylum amongst the 
burning plains und miserable huts in the environs. Some 
made their way to Jalapa, thirty leagues off; others to 
Cordova and Or izavn , equally distant. W i t h some inter
ruptions, hostilities lasted two years , during which there 
was nearly a constant firing from the city to the castle, 
and from the castle to the city. 

T h e object of General B a r r a g a n , now commander-in-
chief, was to cut off al l communication between the g a r r i 
son of the castle and the coasts, and to reduce them to 
live solely upon snit provisions, fafal in this W M I U I and 
unhenllhy country. I n i t i J ^ . thu garrison, dimiuished to 
a mere handful, was replaced by five hundred men from 
the penmstda; and very soon these soldiers, s lmt up on 
the barren rocks, surrounded by water, and exposed to the 
dangers of the climate, without provisions and without 
assistance, were reduced 1o the most miserable condition. 
The next year, D o n J o s ¿ Copingcr succeeded L e m a u r , 
and continued hostilities with fresh vigour. 

T h i s i brave general, • with his valiant troops, surrounded 
by the sick and the dying, provisions growing scarcer every 
day, and those that remained corrupt and unfit to eat, yet 
resolved to do his duty, and hold out to the last. N o 
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assistance arrived from Spain . A Mexican fleet was 
stationed o í í the Is land of. Sacni ie ios and other points, to 
attack any squadron that might come from thence; while 
the north winds blew with violence, keeping1 back all ships 
that might approach the coasts. " G o d s and men," says 
a furious republican (Zava la ) , "the Spaniards had to con
tend w i t h ; having" against them, hunger, s ickness, the fire 
and balls of the enemies, a furious sea covered with reefs, 
a burning atmosphere, and above al l , being totally ignorant 
as fo whether they should receive any ass istance." 

T h e minister of the treasury, E s t e v a , then came from 
Mexico, and proposed a capitulat ion; and the Spanish 
general agreed that should no assistance arrive within a 
certain time, he would give up the fortress; evacuat ing 
it with his whole garrison, and with the suitable honours. 
T h e Spanish succours arrived a few days before the term 
was expired, but the commander of the squadron, seeing 
the superiority in point of numbers of the Mexican fleet, 
judged it prudent to return to H a v a n a to augment his 
forces. But it was too late. O n the fifteenth of Septem
ber, the brave General Copinger , with the few troops that 
remained to him, marched out of the fortress, terminat ing 

M.he linal s truggle against the progress of revolution, but 
upholding to the last the character for constancy and 
valour which distinguished the sons of ancient S p a i n . 

O f its last assault by the F r e n c h squadron in 1838, there 
is no need to say anything. E v e r y newspaper, as you will 
remember, gave an account of the capitulation of what the 
F r e n c h gazettes called " S a n Juan de U l u a , the St. Jean 
d'Acre of the new world, which our mariners saluted as 
the Queen of the Seas, vierge sans tache," etc. 

6lU, YVn have jnsl bad ¡1 visit from General TtiiBta-
manle , who, with his aide-de-camp, a son of General 
Calderon (formerly governor of Ja lapa) , intends shortly 
to sa i l in the Jason for H a v a n a . W e have also had a 
visit from the commander of that vessel , Capta in Puente, 
who succeeded our friend Capta in E - a ; and who-has 
been kindly endeavouring (o make arrangements for taking 
us also, not hav ing before been aware of our intentions 
of leaving V e r a C r u z at this period. , B u t although we 
should have much pleasure in returning; by the vesse l 
that brought us, we fear that, without putting the officers 
to great inconvenience, it wi l l be impossible for them to 
accommodate so many, for we know the carte du pays. 
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It is therefore probable that we shall go by the E n g l i s h 
packet, which sails on the eighth, but unfortunately goes 
round by Tampico , not very agreeable a t this season. 

W e went to mass this morning, which was said to be 
particularly crowded in consequence of the general desire 
to eutch u glimpse of the ex-piesit lcnL . . . 

I find, personally, one important change in taste if not 
in opinion. V e r a C r u z cookery, which two years ago 1 
thought detestable, now appears to me delicious ! W h a t 
excellent fish I and what incomparable frijoles ! W e l l , this 
is a.trifle; but after al l , in trifles as in matters of moment, 
how necessary for a traveller to compare his judgments at 
different periods, and to correct them ! F i r s t impressions 
are of great importance, if given only as s u c h ; but if laid 
down as decided opinions, how apt they are to be erro
neous I I t is l ike judging of individuals by their physiog
nomy and manners , without hav ing had time to study their 
character. W e al l do so more or loss, but how frequently 
we find ourselves deceived ! 

7th.-—We went to the then Ire last evening. I n the 
boxes there were only a lady and gentleman, besides our 
party. T h e pit, however, was ful l ; hut there are no good 
actors at present. W c have been walk ing about to-day, 
notwithstanding the heat, purchasing some necfessary 
articles from F r e n c h modistes and F r e n c h perfumers, most 
of whom, having got over the fever, are now very well 
satisfied to remain here and make their fortune. W c 
afterwards walked down to the Mole, and saw the plea-
santest sight that has met our eyes since we left Mexico— 
the sea covered with ships. It was refreshing to loolt 
tigtilu on Lhti durk blur wiivcn, j i l lur ;><• Imt^ .m H I K U M I C C 

from them. Commodore , of Mexico, who wai. 
present, pointed out the Jason, ;iiid lhe T y r i a n , Caplah ' 
Griffin, ly ing out in the harbour, and s irungly reeom-
mended us to go in the latter, as did the Jinglish consul, 
with proper patriotism. W e have requested him to take 
our bm'lIiH, whnti ho ^ - O O H In vínil llic ctipliiin on bnmd 
tills evening. . . . 

N o sooner has this been done beyond recall, than wc 
find that comfortable arrangements have been made foi 
taking us in the Jason , which goes direct to H a v a n a . It 
is now too late, so we can only regret .our precipitation. 
There is iiiuiliier bumitiful Spani.'h vessel jusi nrrived, lli< 
L i b e r a l , Captain Rubnlravn, who, with C a p l a i n Puente 
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of the Jason, has been to see us this evening-. I f the 
wind holds fair, the packet sails to-morrow; but the 
experienced predict a norther. 

T h e symptoms of this terrible wind, which blows in the 
Mexican Gulf , from the autumnal to the vernal equinox, 
arc known not only to the sailors, but to ull those who 
have lived some time in this city. T h e variat ion in the 
barometer is the surest s ign. A land breeze from the north
west first blows gently, then varies to the north-east, 
then changes to the south. T h e heat is then suffocating 
and the summits of all the great mountains appear cloud
less and distinct against the deep blue s k y , while round 
their base flows a veil of semi-transparent vapour. 

Suddenly the tempest bursts forth ; and all are instanta
neously relieved—all but the poor mariners ! T h e air 
becomes refreshed—clouds of dust come sweeping along 
the streets, dr iv ing away, as it were, the pestilential 
atmosphere. T h e n there is no fever in V e r a C r u z . 

A l l communication is cut off between the castle and the 
city, and between the city and all foreign shipping. 
Sometimes the norther lasts three or four days, sometimes 
even twelve. If it turns to a southerly breeze, the tempest 
generally re lurns ; if it changes lo the east or north-east, 
the breeze general ly lasts three or four days, and the ships 
in the port take advantage-of the intervals to escape, and 
gain the high seas. These gales are particularly dreaded 
off the coasts of Tampico . 

8 t h . — W e sail in a few hours, the norte not hav ing 
made its appearance, so that we expect to get clear of 
(he coast before it begins. T h e Jason sails in a day or 
two, unlr;m piv.vnnlcd by lhe. guie. W e only knew this 
morning that it was necessary to provide mattresses and 
sheets, etc., for our berths on board the packet. . F o r 
tunately, all these articles are found ready made in tins 
seaport town. W e have just received a packet of letters, 
particularly acceptable as bringing us news of home before 
our drpi ir lure. 1 have also received two agreeable com-
[mgnoHS do voytige in the sliiipi; of booUs; Klephcn'y 
" Centra l A m e r i c a , " and W a s h i n g t o n Irv ing ' s " Li fe of 
Margaret D a v i s o n , " opportunely sent me by M r . P r c s -
cott. . . . 

O u r next letters will be written either at sea, or from 
Tnmpico . 
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Sflil in the Tyrian—Norther off Tampico—The l iar—The River 
Panuco — The Pilot — The Shore — A l l i g a t o r — " Paso de D o ñ a 
Cecilia "—Tampico—Spanish Consul's House—Society—Naviga-

. tion—n Banks of the Panuco — Extraordinary Inoculation — T h e 
, , " Glorieta "—Leave Tampico—Furious Norther—Voyage—Arrival 

at l luvuna. 
ON BOARD I I . B. M. PACKET TYRIAN, 15th. 

O N the Sth, having- taken leave of the family of our friend, 
S e ñ o r Velasco , and of Genera l Bustamante , whom we 
hope to see ag-ain in H a v a n a , we went out in ft littje boat, 
accompanied as far as the packet by several gentlemen, 
and in a short time were standing- on deck, looking our 
las t at V e r a C r u z and its sandbanks, and sopilotes, and 
frowning; castle, as the shores gradually receded from our 
view, while the T y r i a n was m a k i n g the best of her time to 
get clear of reefs and rocks , before the arr iva l of the 
norther. W e regretted to find, that instead of being one 
of the new line of E n g l i s h packets, the T y r i a n w a s the 
last of the old l ine; small , ancient, and incommodious, 
and destined to be paid off on her return to E n g l a n d . 
C a p t a i n Griffin, the commander, who looks l ike an excel
lent, gentlemanly man, is in wretched hca l lh , and in a 
state of acule auiiering. There were no passengers but 
ourselves, and a young Mexican, guiltless of any acquaint
ance with salt water, up to this date. 

T h e very next morning out burst the norther, and with 
loud howling swept over the ocean, which rose and tossed 
to meet the coming storm. Surely no wind ever had a 
voice so wildly moumful . H o w (he good ship rolled, and 
groaned, and creaked, and st rained her old tiiubcr joints ! 
W h a t rocking, thumping, falling, banging of heads at 
tliti low entry of the cabin I WaliM* fall ing into berths, 
people rolling out of them. W h a t fierce music at night, 
as the wind, l ike a funeral dirge, swept over the ocean, 
the rain falling in torrents, and the sky covered with one 
Uurk, lugubrious pall 1 And how lonely out' ship seemed 
on the world of waters 1 

B u t the next day, the storm waxed fiercer sti l l , and the 
night w a s worse than the day. T h e waves that dashed 
over the deck majde their way into the cabin. A t one 
time, we thought the ship had struck, rind even the c a p í a i n 
believed llmt a mast bad lidien. It was only ¡1 huge wave 
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.hat broke over the deck with a sound like thunder, 

• Irowning the wretched hens and ducks , who little thought, 
A'hcn they left their comfortable E n g l i s h poultry-yard, 
.;hey were destined to be drowned off T a m p i c o - r a n d 
drenching the men. O u r little lamp, after swing ing to 
snd fro for some time went out, and left the cabin in 
larknoss. Impossible to sleep of course, and for the f i r s t 

' . i m e at sea, I confess to hav ing felt afraid. E a c h time 
;hat the ship rolled upon her side on the slope of a huge 
j i l low, it seemed impossible that she could ever r ight 
again, or that she could avoid receiving the whole con-
xnLs of the next great watery mountain that came roaring 
on. 

O n the morning of lhe eleventh there w a s still no abate
ment of the storm. A l l was dark and dreary. T h e 
norther continued to blow with unrelenting fierceness, and 
the ship to rock and roll amongst a tumult of foaming 
billows. T h e nights in this pitch darkness seemed inter
minable. T h e berths being constantly filled with water, 
we dragged our mattresses on the floor, and lay there 
wishing for the dawn. But the dawn brought no relief. 
The wind howled on l ike a fierce wi ld beast roar ing for 
its prey. I had made my way every day upstairs , and by 
dint of holding on, and with a chair tied with strong 
ropes, had contrived to sit on deck. J3ut this day 1 
retreated under cover behind the he lmsman, when, lo I a 
large wave burst over the, ship, found me out in my 
retreat, and nearly throwing down several stout sailors 
in its way, gave me the most complete salt-water bath 
I have had since I left New Y o r k . A l l that night we 
were tnstsed about in storm and darkness. 

O n the thirteen lb the wailing of the norther g r e w 
fainter, and towards night died away. O n the fourteenth 
it veered round, and the coast of T a m a u l i p i s appeared in 
sight faintly. 

T h i s morning opened with a sl ight norther; nevertheless 
they have hung out the packet flag' and cast anchor, in 
expectation of the pilot boat. Meanwhi le , al l is at a 
stand-stil l , m o r a l l y speaking, for we are rolling so that 
it is scarce possible to write comprehensibly. W e see the 
sad-looking shores of T a m p i c o , long, low, and sandy, 
though to the south stretching out into gloomy, faintly-
seen woods. W e can distinguish the distant yellow sand 
-and the while surf breaking furiously over the b a r . T h e 
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day is gloomy but not cold. A slight rain accompanies 
the l ight north wind. Sea-gul ls are flying in circles round 
the ship and sk imming the surface of the waves . T h e 
master looks impatient and anxious, and prognosticates 
another week of northers. Vesse ls , they say, have been 
detained here thirty days, and some even three months 1 
No notice is taken of our s ignal—a sign that the bar is 
impassable. 

16th.—The ship has rolled and pitched all night, and 
t ò - d a y we remain in the same predicament. 

TAMFICO, iSth. 
Yesterday morning the wind was much lighter, and a 

pilot-boat came out early, in which the captain set off with 
his despatches; and we being assured that we might cross 
the oinimms bar In safely, hired a boat for forly dollars, 
with ten sailors and a pilot, too glad at the prospect of 
touching the solid earth even for one day. H a v i n g got 
into this boat, and being rowed out to the bar, we found 
that there the sea w a s very high, even though the day was 
ca lm. T h e numerous wrecks that have taken place here 
have given this bar a decidedly bad reputation. Great 
precaution is necessary in crossing it, constant sounding, 
a n d ca lm weather. I t is formed by a line of sandhil ls 
under the water, whose northern point crosses that to the 
southward, and across which there is a passage, whose 
position varies with the shifting sands, so that the pilots 
are chiefly guided by the surf. 

Perched upon a sandbank was a regiment of enormous 
white pelicans of thoughtful and sage-like physiognomy, 
ranged in a row, as if to watch how we passed the bar. 
O v e r innny n drowning n e w (hey l i m e M - i m i i i r d I heir 
wi ld sea dirge, and Happed their great white wings. B u t 
we crossed in safety, and in a few mimiies more the sea 
Mid the bar were behimi ua, and we were rowing up tile 
wide and placid river Panuco—an agreeable change. W e 
stopped at the house of the commandant, a large, tall 
individual , who marched O I I Í and mklres.sed us in Kngliuh, 
and proved to be a native of thp United States. 

W e stopped at a collection of huts, to let our sailors 
breakfast , where there is the house of a celebrated char
acter, D o n Leonardo Mata , a colossal old pilot, but who 
was from home at present. W e amused ourselves by 
wandering along the beach of the river and making a 
collection of beautiful shells, which we left at the old 
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pilot's house, to be kept there till our return. A sort of 
garden, attached to the house, is appropriately orna
mented with Lhe fi^ure-liead and anchor from a wreck. 
W e got into our boat again and glided along the shores, 
on one side low and marshy, with great trees l y ing in the 
w a t e r ; on the other ¡ilso low, but thickly wooded and with 
valuable timber, such as logwood and ebony, together 
with cedars, India-rubber trees, l imes, lemons, etc. O n 
the bare trunk of a great tree, half-buried in the water, 
sat an amiablc-looking alligator, its j aws distended in a 
sweet, unconscious gr in , as if it were catching flies, and 
not deigning to notice us, though we passed close to it. 
A canoe with an Indian woman in it , was paddling about 
at :i very Utile distance. A l l these beautiful woods to 
the right contain a host of venompus reptiles, particularly 
the rattlesnake. Cranes and herons were fluttering across 
the surface of the river, and the sportsmen brave the 
danger of the reptiles, for the sake of shooting these and 
the beautiful rose-coloured spoonbills and pheasants that 
abound there. 

T h e approach from T a m p i c o is very pretty, and about 
two miles from it on the wooded shore, in a little verdant 
clearing, is a beautiful ranch i ta—a small farmhouse, white 
and clean, with a pretty piazza. I n this farm they keep 
cows and sell mi lk , and it looks the very picture of rural 
comfort, which a lways comes with double charm when 
one has been accustomed to the s ight of the foaming 
surges and the discomforts of a tempest-tossed ship. T h e 
sailors called it " E l P a s o " (the pass) "de D o ñ a C e c i l i a ; " 
which sounded delightfully romantic. T h e proprietress, 
lliiii Dofui Cec i l ia , who liven in such peaceful soli ludo, 
surrounded by mangroves, with no other drawbacks to 
her felicity but snakes and all igators, haunted my imagina
tion. I trusted she was young, and lovely, and heart
broken ; a pensive lay nun who had retreated from the 
vanities and deceits of the world to this secluded spot, 
where H I I C lived like n heroine upon the produce of her 
'locks, with some "neat-handed Pl i i l l i s ," to .milk the cows 
^nd churn the butter, while she sat rapt in contemplation 
3f the stars above or the snakes below.,, I t was not ynt i l 
after our arr iva l at T a m p i c o that I had the mortification 
to discover that the interesting creature, the charming 
recluse, is seventy-eight, and has just burled her seventh 
husband ! I accept the account doubtingly, and hence-
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forth shal l endeavour to picture her to my mind as an 
ancient : enchantress, dwelling amongst serpents, and 
making her venomous charms of 

"Adder's fork, and h l i i i d - W D r i n ' s s l i i i i i . 
IJ/.tiid'tt Icy, m i d u w l ^ l ' a u l n ^ . " 

A s you approach T a m p i c o , the first houses that meet 
the eye, have the effect of a number of coloured band
boxes ; some blue, some white, which a party of tired 
milliners have laid down amongst the rushes. O n leaving 
the boat, and walk ing through the town, though there 
are some solid stone dwell ings, I could have fancied myself 
in a N e w E n g l a n d village. Neat " shingle palaces," with 
piazzas and p i l lars ; nothing Spanish , and upon the whole, 
an a ir of cleanness and cheerfulness astonishing to me 
who have fancied Tampico an earthly purgatory. W e 
afterwards heard that these houses were actually made in 
the United States and sent out here. There are some good-
looking s tores ; and though there is certainly little uni
formity in the architecture of the houses, yet considering 
the city w a s built only sixteen years ago, I consider it a 
slandered place. ' I n 1825 there were but a few Indian 
huts here, and any little commerce there was , ronrcn ln i t cd 
itself In iUieblo Viejo, which sUinds on the shores of a 
lake some miles off. W e were taken to the house of a 
Spanish consul , a fine, airy, stone building with a gay 
v iew from the windows;—the very first house that was 
built in the place. 

I t s owner, D o n Juan de la L a s t r a , Spanish vice-consul, ¡ r 
is not here himself, but we were kindly' received by D o n ', \ 
J o s é de Comez Miro , the consul. In lhe evening nil the j c 
principal Spaniards in the place came to see C - n ; and ¡ £ 
hav ing • arr ived here yesterday morning as perfect ¡ £ 
strangers , without the probability of finding any one whom ' £ 
we knew, we find ourselves surrounded by the most unex- \ £ 
pected and gratifying attentions. A s to what is called I £ 
society, there is literally none in T a m p i c o . T h o s e who j t 
l ive here, have come in the hope of m a k i n g their fortune; ¡ n 
and the few married men who are amongst them have ( 
been unwi l l ing! to expose their wives to the unhealthy j n 
climate, the plague of mosquitoes and xins-xiris , the'inter- j tl 
mittent fevers, which are more to be dreaded hero than I 11 
the yellnw fuvcr, find lhe .nenrly total d e p r i v ^ t i ò i v of o 
respectable female society. T h e men, at least the 
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Spaniards , unite in a sort of club, and amuse their leisure 
evenings with cards and bi l l iards; but the absence of 
ladies' society must a lways make it dull. R i d i n g and 
shooting in the neighbourhood are their out-of-door 
ainusennMils, ami there is excellent sport alony; the 
rivur, which may be enjoyed when the heat is. not too 
intense. 

O u r captain, who has paid us a visit this evening, with 
several E n g l i s h m e n , expects to get off to-morrow. W e 
staid at home in the morning on account of the heat, and 
wrote letters, but in the afternoon we made the most of 
our time, wa lk ing about the city, in which there is not 
much to see. T h e r e are many comfortable-looking large 
houses, generally built according to the customs of the 
country whereof the proprietor is a native. W e r e it not 
for the bar, which is a terrible obstacle, not only from the 
danger in cross ing it, but the detention that it causes , 
vessels having been stopped outside for months, T a m p i c o 
would become a most flourishing port. Besides that the 
depth of water can permit vessels of burden to anchor 
near the town, there is an interior navigation up the 
country, for upwards of forty leagues. : 

T h e banks of the river are described as being very 
bcuittiful, whirl) we can ciifiily believe from what w c have 
already seen; but for its beauties after pass ing Tampico,* 
its wooded shores dotted with white ranchos, its large 
cattle farms, and its picturesque old Indian town of 
Panuco , we must trust to hearsay. T h e country in the 
vicinity is described as being a wilderness of rare trees, 
matted together with graceful and flowering creepers, the 
wi ld haunts of birds of bright and beautiful p lumage; but 
our ardour to visit these tangled shrubberies was damped 
by the accounts of myriads of xins-xins and g a r r a p a t o s ; 
little insects that bury themselves in the s k i n , producing 
irri tat ion and fever; of the swarming mosquitoes,—the 
horrid caimans that bask on the shore; and worse than all, 
the venomous snakes that glide amongst the rank vegeta
tion. Parrots and butterflies and fragrant flowers wi l l 
not compensate for these. . . -

W e have just been hearing a curious circumstance con
nected with poisonous reptiles, which I have learned for 
the first time. Here , and all along the coast, the people 
nro in (lie habit; of inoeulnfing thcmüc.lvcH with the poison 
of the ratt lesnake, which renders them safe from the bite 
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o f all •venomous animals. T h e person to be inoculated is 
pricked-with the tooth of a serpent, on the tongue, in both 
arms and on various parts of the body; and the venom 
introduced into the wounds. A n eruption comes out, 
which lasts a few days. E v e r after, these persons can 
Imndlo •llit: nm.sl venomous smikes w í l h impunity; can 
muke them come by cal l ing them, have great pleasure in 
fondling them; and the bite of these persons is poisonous 1 
Y o u will not believe th i s ; but we have the testimony of 
seven or eight respectable merchants to the fact. A 
gentleman who breakfasted here this morning, says that 
he has been vainly endeavouring to make up his mind to 
submit to the operation, as he is very much exposed where 
he lives, and is obliged to travel a great deal on the coast ; 
that when he goes on Ihusc cxpuditions, he is always 
accompanied by his servant, an inoculated negro, who has 
the power of cur ing him, should he be bit, by s u c k i n g the 
poison from the wound. H e also saw this negro cure the 
bite given by an inoculated Indian boy to a white boy with 
whom he. was fighting, and who wa? the stronger of the 
two. The stories of the eastern jugglers , and their power 
over these reptiles, may perhaps he accounted for in this 
way, I cannot nay that I should like to have so much 
snaky nature transferred into my composition, nor to 
live amongst people whose bite is venomous. . . . 
• W e have just returned from a moonlight w a l k to the 

Glorieta, a.public promenade which they are making here, 
where there are some stone benches for the promenaders, 
close to which some public-spirifed individuals had dragged 
the carcase of a horse, which obliged us to retrace our 
steps with all convenient speed. 

A s for provisions in this place, if we may judge by the 
specimens we have seen in this house, they are both good 
and abundant. W e had especially fine fish, and a variety 
of vegetables. To -morrow, alas ! we return to our packet, 
much refreshed,, however, by two pleasant days on shore, 
and consoling ourselves for our prolonged voyage by the 
raflection, that had we j;one d i r n i lo Unvmin, wr MIIOIIIII 
not Irnvo Heen T a m p l c o ; and, au L a h'ontaine's travell ing 
pigeon says, 

Quiconque ne volt gfuère 
' ,( ' , N.'a guère à dire aussí . Mon voyage depeint 
, ' 1 ' Vous sera d'un plaísir extrême. 
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is I 
i ! Je dirai : j 'étaís là ; telle chose m'avint: 
^ Vous y croirez ttre vous -même ." l 
n 

Once more on board our floating prison. A norte is 
n expected this evening-, but at least it will now be in our 
n favour, and wil l drive us tmvard.s H a v a n a . Our Spanish 
n friends concluded their cordial and disinterested kindness , 

by setting off with us by daybreak this morning-, in a large 
f boat with Spanish colours unfurled, crossing- the bar with 
i us, coming on board, and running no smal l risk in recross-
í ing it, with every prospect of a norther before their eyes. 
) W e stopped at the house of the " M a r i n e Monster ," D o n 

Leonardo M a t a , before cross ing the bar, took up our 
shells, and had flic fcl iri iy of making" his acquaintance. 
H e is a colossal old man, almost g igantic in height, and 
a Falstaff in breadth—gruff in his manners , yet with a 
certain c lumsy good-nature about him. H e performs the 
office of pilot with so much exclusivcness , charg ing such 
high prices, governing the men with so iron a sway , and 
arrang ing everything so entirely according to his own 
fancy, that he is a complete sovereign in his own smal l 
way—the tyrant of Tampico . H e has in his weather-
beaten face such a mixture of bluffness and slyness, wi(h 
his g igant ic person, and abrupt, half-savage manners , 
that, altogether, I conceive him to be a character who 
might have been worthy the attention of W a l t e r Scott , 
had he chanced to encounter h im. Old and repulsive as 
ho is, he has lately married a pretty young g i r l—a subject 
on which he does not brook raillery. One amiable trait 
the old tyrant has in his character—his affection for his 
old mother, who is upwards of ninety, and who resides 
at Mahon , and to whom he is constant in his attentions. 
A t one time he was in the habit of sending her smal l sums 
of money; but as they were frequently lost, he sent her 
five hundred dollars at once by a safe conveyance. T h e 
old woman, he said, was so frightened by seeing such a 
quantity of money in her hut, that she could not sleep, 
nnd nt li'iiglh ontruslod it lo a friend, who carried it off 

1 He who sees little, little can he say ; 
And when my travels I describe some day, 

And say, " T h a t chanced to me—there I have been"— 
The pleasure you will feel will be so. great, 
YOLI will believe, while hearing me relate, 

. That all theso wonders you yourself have seen. 
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altogether. Since then he has assigned her fifteen dollars 
a month, upon which the old woman lives in what she 
considers great luxury. 

W e took leave of our friends an hour or two ago, but 
do not expect to set sai l till the afternoon, as they are 
discharging the quicksi lver which our vessel brought, and 
loading the silver which we carry away. Three young 
Eng l i shmen came on board this morning, to see the 
packet, and arc making a disagreeable visit , being per
fectly overwhelmed by sea-sickness. 

2 0 t h , — L a s t night nrosc a furious norther. T o - d a y it 
continues; but as it is driv ing us towards our desired 
haven, and away from these dangerous coasts, we need 
not complain. A s usual on these occasions, I find myself 
alone on the deck, never suffering from the universal 
prostrator of landsmen. B y way of variety, I have beeiv 
sitt ing in the cabin, holding on to the leg of a table, and 
try ing to read Stephens, with as much attention as c i rcum-
atances will permit. All further a l l c m p l s at wr i t ing must 
he delayed ! 

3 0 t h . — O n the 21st the norther continued with unabated 
violence, the wild wind and the boiling waves s truggl ing 
on the agitated b ò s o m of the ocean, great billows swel l ing 
up one after the other, and threatening to engulf u s ; the 
ship labouring and creaking as if a l l its timbers were 
part ing asunder, and the captain in such a state of intense 
suffering, that we were in great apprehension for his life. 
Horrible days, and yet more horrible nights I B u t they 
we^e succeeded by fine weather, and at length we had the 
consolation of seeing the moon, smil ing placidly down 
upon us, like à harbinger of peace. O n the evening of the 
twenty-sixth the full moon rose with a troubled coun
tenance, her disk obscured by angry clouds. She shook 
them off, but still looked turbid and superb. A gloomy 
cloud, black as night, still stretched over her like a pall , 
thickly veil ing, yet not entirely obscuring her l ight, and 
soon after she appeared, r id ing serenely in the high 
hdnvonH, mildly Inuuiphnnl . O f nil who m \ \ * ilia pniincH 
of the moon, who should love her blessed beams from his 
inmost heart like the s e a m a n ? T h e n the angry clouds 
dispersed;-—the north wind blew freshly, but. not fiercely, 
as if even his blustering fury were partly soothed by the 
influence of her placid l ight;—the studding-sails were set, 
and the T y r i a n bounded on her course eight knots an hour. 
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' The. next day the wind died away, and then blew lightly 
i from the opposite (junrtcr. W e wore about two hundred 
and fifty miles from H a v a n a , but were then driven in the 
direction of Y u c a t a n . T h e two following' days we had 
contrary wind, but charming weather. W c studied the 
chart , and read, and walked on deck, and played at drafts, 
and sat in the moonlight. T h e sea was covered with 
flying fish, and the " Portuguese men of w a r , " as the 
sai lors cal l the independent little nauti lus, sailed contemptr 
uously past us in their fairy barks , as if they had been 
little sfeamers. A man fell overboard, but the. weather 
being ca lm, was saved immediately. W e have been tack
ing about and making our way slowly towards H a v a n a , in 
a z igzag line. Yes terday evening thp moon rose in the 
form of a large heart, of a red gold.colour. T h i s morn

i n g , about four o'clock, a fine fresh breeze sprung up from, 
the north-east, and we-are going on our course at a g r e a t 

. rate, with some hopes of anchoring below the Morro this 
; evening. To-day being Sunday, wc bad prayers on deck, 
which the weather had not before permitted;—the sai lors 

. a l l clean and attentive, as E n g l i s h sailors are. L a s t night: 
i they s a n g " R u l e B r i t a n n i a , " with great enthusiasm. 

; H A V A N A , 3 i s t . 

j L a s t evening we once more saw the beautiful bay of 
I H a v a n a , once more passed the Morro, and our arr iva l w a s 
no sooner known, than the captain-general , D o n Gcromino 

i V a l d é s , sent his falua to br ing us to the city, and even 
wished us to go to his palace; but Don B o H - a, 
who gave us so hospitable a reception on our first vis i t , 

¡carne on board, and kindly insisted on tak ing us to his 
!housc, where we found everything as elegant and comfort
able as before, and from whence I now write these'few 
lines. 

I n the midst of our pleasXire at being once more on 
dry land, surrounded by our former friends, and' at 

'•receiving Ic l l crs from lunnc, we were shocked und di.s-
.tressed lo henr of lhe unexpected dc.ith of our friend, the 
S e ñ o r a de Gutierrez E s t r a d a , who Had followed her hus
band to H a v a n a in his exile. W h a t a blow to him, to her 
mother, to ail her friends ! ' . . ' . • 

• I shal l send off this letter by the first opportunity, that 
you may know of our safe arr iva l . 
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L E T T E R T H E F I F T Y - F O U R T H 

Havana—The Carnival—The E l s s l e r — L a Angosta—Ingenio of Count 
V a—General Bustamante—Lord Morpeth—Leave Havana— 
Voyage in the Med way—Old Friends—Return to the United 
States. 

HAVANA, February 27th. 

I T has been very agrccabic for us to return here us private 
individuals, and to,receive: the snmc attentions as when vve 
came in a public situation, but now with more real friendli
ness. Having" arrived at the time of the carnival, we have 
been in the midst of masked balls, which are curious to 
see for once; of operas, dinners, and every species of 
gaiety. Hut returning no soon, 1 shall enter into no 
details. The weather is beautiful, and this house, situated 
on the bay, receives every sea-breeze as it blows. The 
Elssler is still attracting immense and enthusiastic crowds; 
and is now dancing at the theatre of Tacon, where she is 
seen to much more advantage than in the other. W e have 
been breakfasting in the luxurious Quintas in the neigh
bourhood, driving in the Paseo every evening in an open 
volante, attending the opera; in short, leading so gay a 
life, that a little rest in the country will be agreeable;— 
and we have accepted with pleasure the invitation of Count 
and Countess F a, to spend some time at L a Angosta, 
one of his country places; a sugar and coffee estate. 
General Bustamante arrived in the Jason, a few days after 
us, they having sailed later. They had been very 
anxious concerning the fate of the Tyrian, in these 
nm'tUern Hidei* o IT Tninptm, We Imvr i v r r i v r d Irllem Iron) 
our Mexican friends, and learn, with great sorrow, the 
death of the Downgcr Marquesa de Vivanco, and of the 
Señora 11 a of Pasicnaro—also the murder of a Spanish 
physician, with whom we were intimately acquainted,—at 
his distant hacienda. 

l.A AmiONTA, I j l l l Mllli'll, 
W e have spent a most agreeable fortnight at L a 

Angosta, and have also visited the Count and Countess 
V a, in their plantation near this. General Busta
mante was here for a day or two. Lord Morpeth also 
passed a few days with us; so that altogether we have 
had a pleasant party. W e have been delighted with the 
elegant hospitality, without ostentation or etiquette, which 



Leave Havana 541 
we have met with here. But we shall now return so 
soon, that I shall reserve all part iculars till we meet. 

ON BOARD THE STEAM-SHIP MEDWAY, April 28th. 

W i t h a w a r n i n g of only three hours, we came on board 
this splendid steamer, eight days ago, after tak ing a 
hurried leave of our kind friends, at least of all those who 
are now in H a v a n a ; for the Count and Countess de 
{<• a) ;int] tilc Count and Countess de V a are sti l l 
in the country. Don B o H a and his family ac
companied us to the ship in the government falua. Genera l 
Bustamante , with his young aide-de-camp, together with 
S e ñ o r de Gut ierrez E s t r a d a , and various other gentle
men, hear ing of our sudden departure, came out in boats 
l.o lake leave of us. Alas 1 those leave-takings. 

W e had the agreeable surprise of finding tfiat we were 
acquainted with all our fellow-passengers. There arc our 
part icular friends the E s, the padre F n, and M r . 
G s, all from M e x i c o ; M . D s de M s, who 
was attached to the F r e n c h legation in Mexico, and is 
now returning from a mission to Cal i forn ia ; M r . and 
Miss of Boston, etc. W e came on board on the 
evening of the twentieth, but did not leave the harbour 
till the morning of the twenty-first. T h e day was beau
tiful, and as we passed out, we could distinguish the 
w a v i n g of many handkerchiefs from the balconies. I n 
this floating palace, wi th large airy berths, a beautiful 
cabin , an agreeable society, books, a band of music , ices, 
etc. ; not to mention that important point, an excellent and 
good-hearted captain, we have passed our time as plea-
H n n l l y as if we were in lhe most splendid hotel. 

O n the Iweníy-lhiií! we wcnl. out in a lili l í: boal, in the 
middle of the night, to N a s s a u , in New Providence, to buy 
some of those beautiful specimens of shell-flowers, for 
which that place is celebrated. W e set off again at three 
in the morning of the twenty-fourth, on which day, being 
Sunday, we had prayers on board- T h e weather was 
beautii'ul, and even wi|.h eontniry wind, the Medway went 
s teaming on her course at the rate of nine knots an hour. 

O n the twenty-fifth we lay off Savannah . A pilot came 
on board, and we went up the river in a boat to the city, 
where we passed an agreeable day, and in the evening 
returned to the ship. C r o w d s of people from S a v a n n a h 
went out to see the steamer. T h e next day we cast anchor 
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off Charleston, and again a pilot came on board; but the 
day was stormy and gloomy, and only two of the pas
sengers went on shore. W e have now had several days 
of bad weather; wind and r a i n ; and one night a storm 
of thunder and l ightning; yet down jn the cabin there is 
scarce any motion, and we have been sitt ing reading and 
writ ing as quicl ly as if we were in our own rooms. After 
two years and a half of spring and summer, we feel the 
cool very much. 

. 2 9 t h . — W e are now pass ing the Narrows . Once more 
the green shores of Staten Is land appear in sight. W e 
left them two years and six months a g o ; just as winter 
was preparing to throw his white shroud over the dolphin 
hues of the dying a u t u m n ; the weather gloomy and tear
ful. N o w the shores are covered with the vegetation of 
spr ing , and the igrass is as green as emeralds. I shall 
write no more, for we must arrive to-day ; and I shal l be 
the bearer of my own despatches. 

T h e day is bright and beautiful. T h e band is playing 
its gayest airs. A -lidio bo;it is .coining from the 
Quarant ine . I n a few minutes more we shall be at i iome! 

T H E E N D 

Kic'utrtf Clay So/is, L i w i k d , ¿.andón nun Bungay. 
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heavens-1 " said she, quite shocked, "she is past eleven 
years' old 1 " I t frequently happens that the least well-
informed girls are lhe children of the cleverest men, who, 
keeping to the customs of their forefathers, are content 
i f they confess regularly, attend church constantly, and 
can embroider and sing a little. W h e r e there are more 
QXtontfwl idcnH, it is cliiclly n m u n g s t t'uniilics who IIMVC 
travelled in Europe , and have been the dil leicnL edneation 
of women in foreign countries. O f these the fathers occa
sionally devofe a short' portion of their lime io the instruc
tion'of their daughters, perhaps during their leisure even
i n g moments, but it may easily be supposed that this 
desultory system has little real influence on the minds of 
the children. • I do not think there are above half-a-dozen 
married women, or as many g ir l s above fourteen, who, 
wi th the exception of the mass-book, read any one book 
through in the whole course of the year. T h e y thus 
greatly simplify the system of education in the United 
States , where parties are frequently divided between the 
lulvocnt'cs for solid learning and those for superficial 
accomplishments; and according to whom it is diilicult to 
amalgamate the solid beef of s c i m r o with the sweet sauce 
of Us beaux arts. 

B u t if a Mexican girl is ignorant, she rarely shows it. 
T h e y have generally the greatest possible tact ; never by 
any chance wnndering imt of iheir deplh, or boiniying by 
word or sign that they are not wel l informed of the subject 
under discussion. T h o u g h seldom graceful, they a r c never 
a w k w a r d , and always self-possessed. T h e y have plenty 
of natural talent, and where it has been thoroughly culti
vated, no women can surpass them. O f what is called 
l i terary society, there is of course none—• 

" No bustling: Bothcrbys have they to show 'cm 
That charming- passage m the last new poem." 

There is a-little annual ly ing beside me ca l l ed ." Calen
dario de las S e ñ o r i t a s Mej icanas ," of which the preface, by 
G a l v a n , the editor, is very amusing. 

" T o none," he says, "better than to Mexican ladies, 
can I dedicate this mark of attention—(obsequio). •. Their 
graceful attractions well deserve any trouble that may have 
been taken to please them. T h e i r bodies are graceful as 
the. palms of the desert.; their hair black as ebony, or 
golden as the rays of the sun, gracefully waves over their 
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delicate shoulders; their glances arc like the peaceful l ight 
of the moon. T h e Mexican ladies are not so white as the 
Europeans , but their whiteness is more agreeable to our 
eyes. T h e i r words are soft, leading our hearts by gentle
ness, in the same manner as in their moments of just 
indignation they appal and confound us. W h o can resist 
the magic of their song, a lways sweetj a lways gentle, and 
a lways na lunt l? JLcl us leave to foreign ladiey (tas ultra-' 
marinas) these affected and scientific manners of s i n g i n g ; 
here nature surpasses art , as happens in everything, not
withstanding the cavil l ings of the learned. 

" A n d what shall I say of their souls? I shall say that 
in Europe the minds are more cultivated, but in Mexico 
the hearts are more amiable. Here they are not only senti
mental , but tender; not only soft, but v ir tuous; the body 
of a child is not more sensitive, (no es mas sensible el 
cuerpo de u n n i ñ o ) , nor a rose-bud softer. Í have seen 
souls as beautiful as the borders of the rainbow, and purer 
than the drops of dew. T h e i r passions are seldom tem
pestuous, and even then they are kindled find extinguished 
easi ly; but generally they emit a peaceful light, like the 
morning star, Venus , Modesty is painted in their eyes, 
and modesty is the greatest and most irresistible fascina
tion of their souls. In short, the Mexican ladies, by their 
manifold virtues, are destined to serve as our support 
whilst wo travel thmugli lhe sad desert of life. 

" W e l l do these attractions merit that we should try to 
please them; and in effect a new form, new lustre, and 
new graces have been given to the ' A l m a n a c of the 
Mexican L a d i e s , ' whom the editor submissively entreats 
to receive wi th benevolence this small tribute due to their 
enchantments and their virtues ! f' 

T h e r e are in Mexico a few families of the old school, 
people of h igh rank, but who mingle very little in society; 
who are little known to the generality of' foreigners, and 
who keep their daughters entirely at home, that they may 
not be contaminated by bad: example. T h e s e select feWj 
rich without ostentation, are certainly doing everything 
that is in their power to remedy the evils occasioned by 
the w a n t of proper schools, or of competent instructresses 
for their daughters. Be ing nearly all allied by birth, or 
connected by marriage, they form a sort of c l a n ; and it is 
sufficient to belong to one or other of these families, to be 
hospitably received by all . T h e y meet together frequently, 
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without eoramoiiy, mul wlmlmgr cUMiirnKs of yooij exist in 
Mexico, are to be found amongst them. T h e fathers arc 
generally men of talent and lejirniny, and the mothers, 
women of the highest respectability, to whose name no 
suspicion can be attached. 

But , indeed, it is long before a stranger even suspects 
the state of morals in this country, for whatever be the 

' private conduct of individuals, the most perfect decorum 
prevails in outward behaviour. But indolence is the 
mother of vice, and not only to little children might Doctor 
W a t t s have asserted that . 

" S I U H M fimiw «-iimo misrlui'f fililí, 
• ' Iror Idle hunda to do." 

i T h e y iirc beaides extremely l a d lu each other, and with 
proper esprit de corps, rarely gossip to strangers concern
ing the errors of their neighbours' ways;—indeed, if such 
a thing is hinted a l , duny all knowledge of the fact. So 
long as outward decency .is preserved, habit has rendered 
them entirely indifferent as to the liaisons subsisting 
amongst their particular fr iends; and as long as a woman 
attends church regularly, is a patroness of charitable 
institutions, and gives no scandal by her outward 
behaviour, she may do pretty much as she pleases. As 
for flirtations in public, they are unlmown. 

I must, however, confess that this indulgence on the 
part of women of unimpeachable reputation is sometimes 
carried too far. W e went lately to a breakfast, at which 
was u young and beautiful counless , lately uiarried, and 
qf. very low birth. : She looked very splendid, with all the 

diamonds, and a dress of rose-coloured satin. After 
breakfast we adjourned to another room, where I admired 
the beauty of a little child who was playing about on the 
floor, when this lady said, ' ' Y e s , she is very pretty—very 
like my little g ir l , who is just the same age." I was 
rather surprised, but concluded she had been a widow, and 
rnade the inquiry of an old F r e n c h lady who w a s sitting 
near me. " O h , no ! " said she—"she was never married 
before; she alludes to the children she had before the 
count became acquainted with her 1 " A n d yet the Señora 
de , the strictest woman in Mexico, was loading her 
with attentions and caresses. I must say, however, that 
this was a s ingular instance. . . . 

T h e r e are no women more-affectionate in their manners 
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than ihusc of MUKÍOO. In f a d , a foreigner, especially if 
he be an E n g l i s h m a n , and a shy man, and accustomed to 
lho coííínctts of Ilia fair countrywomen, need only live 
a few years here, and understand the language, and 
become accustomed to the peculiar style of beauty, to find 
the Mexican S e ñ o r i t a s perfectly irresistible. 

A n d that this is so, may be judged of by the many 
instances of Eng l i shmen married to the women of this 
country, who invariably make them excellent wives . But , 
when an E n g l i s h m a n marries here, he ought to settle 
here, for it is very rare that a Mexicaine can live out 
of her own country. T h e y miss the climate—they miss 
that warml l i of ninnner, that universal cordiality by which 
they a r c surrounded here. T h e y miss the laissez-aller and 
ahacucc of al l etiquette in luibifs, toilet,, etc. T h e y find 
themselves surrounded by women so differently educated, 
as to be doubly strangers to them, s trangers in feeling as 
well as in country. A very few instances there are of 
girls, married very young, taken to Europe , and intro
duced into good society, who have acquired Eu rop ean w a y s 
of thinking, and even prefer other countries to their o w n ; 
but this is so rare , as scarcely to form an exception! 
They are true patriots, and the visible horizon bounds 
their wishes. I n Kug laml especially, they arc completely 
out of their element, A language nearly impossible for 
them to acquire, a religion which they consider heretical, 
outward coldness covering inward warmth , 4 perpetual 
war between sun and fog, etiquette carried to excess, an 
insupportable stiffness and order in the article of the 
toilet; rcbosos unknown, cigaritos considered barbarous. 
. . . T h e y feel l ike exiles from paradise, and l ive but in 
hopes of a speedy return. 

A s to the colleges for young men, although various pro
jects of reform have been made by enlightened men in 
regard to them, especially by Don L u c a s A l a m a n , . and 
afterwards by S e ñ o r Gutierrez E s t r a d a , and though to a 
certain extent many of the plans were carried into effect, 
it is a universal source of complaint among the most 
distinguished persons in Mexico, that in order to give 
their sons a thorough education, it is necessary to send 
them abroad. 
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. July I5th. 

REVOLUTION in Mexico ! or Pronunciamiento, as they call 
í t . ¡ T h e ¡ s torm which has for some time been brewing", 
has burst forth at last . D o n Valent in Gomez F a r i a s and 
the banished General U r r e a have pronounced for federal
ism; A t two this morning, joined by the fifth battalion 
and the regiment of comercio, they took up arms, set off 
for the .palace, surprised the president in his bed, and 
took h im prisoner. O u r first information was a message, 
a r r i v i n g ôn the part of the g"overnment, desiring" the 
attendance of our two old soldiers, who put on their old 
uniforms, and set off quite pleased. Next came our 
friend . Don M — del C ^0, who advised us to haul 
out the Spanish colours, that they might be in readiness 
to fly on the balcony in case of necessity. L i t t l e by little, 
more. :Spaniards. arrived wi th different reports as . to the 
State .of ;things. Some say that it will end in a. few hours 
—qthcrH, that it will h t a lonff and bloody contest. Some 
arp ..assured 'that it wi l l merely terminate in a change of 
ministry-mothers that Santa A n n a wil l come on directly 
and usurp the presidency. A t all events, General Valencia , 
at the head of the government troops, is about to attack 
the pronunciados, who are in possession'of the palace. . . . 

T h e firing has beg-un ! People come running up the 
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street. T h e Indians are hurry ing back to their vil lages in 
double-quick trot. A s we are not in the centre of the 
city, our position for the present is very safe, al l the 
cannon being directed towards the palace. A l l the streets 
near the square are planted wi th cannon, and it is pre
tended that the revolutionary party are g iv ing arms to 
the l é p e r o s . T h e cannon are roaring now. A l l along 
the street people are standing on the balconies, looking 
anxiously in the direction of the palace, or collected in 
groups before the doors, and lhe itzoteas, which are out 
of the line of lire, are covered with men. T h e y arc r inging 
the tocsin—things seem to be getting serious. 

Nine o'clock, P.M.—Continuation of firing without inter
ruption. Í have spent the day standing on the balcony, 
looking at the smoke, and listening to the different 
rumours. Gomez F a r i a s has been proclaimed president 
by his party. T h e streets near the square are said to be 
strewed with dead and wounded. T h e r e was a terrible 
thunderstorm this afternoon. Mingled with the roaring 
of the cannon, it sounded like a strife between heavenly 
and earthly artillery. W e shall not pass a very easy 
night, especially without our soldiers. Unfortunately 
there is a bright moon, so night brings no interruption to 
the firing and slaughter. 

2 6 t h . — O u r first news was brought very early this morn
ing by the wife of one of our soldiers, who came in great 
despair, to tell us that both her husband and his comrade 
are shot, though not ki l led—that they were amongst the 
first who fel l; and she came to entreat C n to prevent 
their being sent to the hospital. I t is reported that Bus ta 
mante has escaped, and that he fought his way, sword in 
hand, through the soldiers who guarded him in his apart
ment. Almonte at all events is at the head of his troops. 
T h e balls have entered many houses in the square. I t 
must be terribly dangerous for those who live there, and 
amongst others, for our friend S e ñ o r T a g l e , Director of 
the Monte P í o , and his family. 

T h e y have just brought the government bulletin, which 
gives the following statement of the c i r c u m s t a n c e s : — 
"Yesterday , at midnight, U r r e a , with a handful of troops 
belonging to the garrison and its neighbourhood took pos
session of the National Palace , surpris ing the guard , and 
committing the incivility of imprisoning H i s Exce l l ency 
the President, D o n Anastasio Bustamante , the commander-
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in-chief, the Mayor de la P laza , and other chiefs. Don 
Gabrie l Valenc ia , chief of the plana mayor (the staff), 
General D o n Antonio Mozo, and the Minister of W a r , 
D o n Juan Nepomuccno Almonte, re-united in the citadel, 
prepared to attack the pronunciados, who, arming- the 
lowest populace, took possession of the towers of the 
cnthedrid, and of some of the highest criifíeos in lhe centre 
of the city. Although summoned to surrender, at two in 
the afternoon firing began, and continued fill midnight, 
rccommcuclntf at live in the morning', iiiul only ceasing nt 
intervals. T h e colonel of the sixth regiment, together 
with a considerable part of his corps, who were in the 
barracks of the palace, escaped and joined the g-overnment 
troops, who have taken the greatest part of the positions 
nonr tho .squrn'o mid tho pnlure. I l m Kxivl lenry lho IVesi-

, dent, witli a part of the troops which had pro7iowiced in 
the palace, UKUU; his escape on the morning of the six
teenth, putting himself at the head of the troops who have 

•remained faithful to their colours, and at night published 
the following proclamation : " 

" T h e President of the Republic to the Mexican Nation, 

" Fel low-Cit izens : — T h e seduction which has spread 
over a very small part of the people and garrison of this 
capi ta l ; the forgetfulness of honour and duty, have caused 
the defection of a few soldiers, whose misconduct up to 
this hour has been thrown into confusion by the valiant 
iHituivluur of llu\ fjrrnlr"! nm I uf lho rhirfu, nl l irr in , ntul 
soldiers, who have intrepidly lullowed Lhe example of the 
val iant gcneral-in-chief of the plana mayor of the army, 
The government ivas not ignorant of Hie machinations 
that were carry ing on; their authors were well knorvn to 
it, and it foresaw that the gentleness and clemency which it 
had hitherto employed in order to disarm them, wojdd be 
corresponded to with ingratitude. 

" T h i s line of policy has caused the nation to remain 
headless (acéfa la) for some hours, and public tranquillity 
to be disturbed; but my liberty being restored, the dissi
dents, convinced of the evils which have been and may be 
caused by these tumults, depend upon a reconciliation for 
their security. T h e government will remember that they 
are misled men, belonging to the great Mexican family, 
but not for this will it forget how much they have for-
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felted their rig-hts to respect; nor what is due to the great 
bulk of the nation. Public tranquillity wi l l be restored in 
a few hours; the laws will immediately recover their 
energy, and the government wil l see them obeyed. 

"ANASTASIO BUSTAMANTE. 
"Mexico, July 16th, 18-jo." 

A roar of cannon from the Palace, which made the h o u s ç 
filiake and thv. windows rattle, and cauKcd me to throw a 
blot over the President's good name, seems the answer to 
this proclamation. 

1 7 t h , — T h e state of thing's is very bad. Cannon planted 
all along the streets, and soldiers firing- indiscriminately 
on all who pass. Count C a slightly wounded, and 
c i U f i e d to Ília e t í u i i t i y - l i o u s e a t Taeubayu, T w o Spaniards 
have escaped from their house, into which the balls were 
pouring, and have taken refuge here. T h e E - family 
nave kept their house, which is in the very centre of the 
affray, cannons planted before their door, and all their 
windows already s m a s h e d . Indeed, nearly all the houses 
in that quarter are abandoned. VVe are living here 'ike 
prisoners in a fortress. T h e Countess del V-—•—c, whose 
father was shot in a former revolution, had just risen 
this morning, when a shell entered the wal l close by the 
side of her bed, a n d burst in the mattress. • 

A s there are two sides to every story, listen to the 
proclamation of the chief of the rebels. 

"Sunor Vnloiitht Uamoa it'urltw to the Mexloan Vooflo, 

" Fel low-Cit izens W e present to the civilized world 
two facts, which, while they will cover with eternal glory 
the Federal army and the heroic inhabitants of this capital , 
will hand down with execration and infamy, to all future 
generations, the name of General Bustamante; this man 
without faith, breaking his solemnly-pledged word, after 
being put at liberty by an excess of generosity; for having 
promised to take immediate steps to bring about a negotia
tion of peace, upon the honourable basis which was pro
posed to h im, he is now converted into the chief of an 
army, the enemy of the Federal i s t s ; and has beheld, with 
a serene countenance, this beautiful capital destroyed, a 
multitude of families drowned in tears, and the death of 
many citizens; not only of the combatants, but of those 
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who have taken no part in the struggle. Amongst these : 
must-be counted an unfortunate woman enceinte, who was ; 
kiltad a» »W« w » » pn^BUig pukice gí i l i¿9 unUtr the belief j 
that a parley hav ing come from his camp, the firing would ! 
be suspended, as in fact it was on our side. T h i s govern- i 
meat, informed of the misfortune, sent for the husband j 
of tho dtieoM.Hud, mid ordmul Iwonty-livo doihus to be j 

1 g iven h imj but the unfortunalc man, though plunged in ; 
grief, .docliired that twelve were siillicicnf to supply_ liis ¡ 
waiits. Such was the horror inspired by the atrocious \ 
conduct of the ex-government of Bustamante, that this • 
sentiment covered up and suffocated all the others. 

Another fact, of which we shall with dilliculty find an • 
exaniplc in history, is the following. T h e day that the 
firing, began, being in want of some implements of war, it ' 
was necessary to cause an iron case to be opened, belong- j 
ing to Don Stanislaus Flores , in which he had a consider
able sum of money in different coin, besides his most 
valuable effects. T h u s , al l that the government could do, 
was to malee this known to the owner, S e ñ o r Flores, in ; 
ordur thiit he might send 11 por.suu of eoiil idcni-e to take 
charge of his interests, making known what was ,wanting, 
that he might be immediately paid. T h e pertinacity of the ] 
firing prevented S e ñ o r .Flores from naming a commissioner ; 
for four days, and then, although the,case has been.open, : 
and no one, has taken charge of it, the commissioner has 
made known officially that nothing is taken from it but 
the implements of war which were sent for. Glory in 
yourselves, M e x i c a n s ! , T h e most polished nation of the j 
earth, illustrious France , has not presented a similar fact. 
T h e Mexicans possess heroic virtues, which wil l raise 
them above a l l the nations in the world. T h i s is the only 
ambition of your fellow-citizen, 

,, , , i • "VALENTIN GOMEZ FARIAS. 

" God, Liberty , and Federal ism. j 
"Mexico, July 17th, 18^0." • j 

Besides this, n nireuhir has been sent to all flic governors ! 
and commandants of the different departments, from the ! 
.•'Palace of the Federal Provisional Government," to this ! 
effect: 

" T h e Citizen J o s é U r r e a , with the greater part of the 
garr ison of the capital, and 'the whole population, pro-
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nounced early on the morning- of this, day, for .the1 re-
establishment of the Federa l system, adopting in the 
interim the Constitution of 1824, whilst it is reformed by 
a Congress which they are about to convoke to that effect; 
and I , having- been called, in order that at this juncture 
I should put myself at the head of the government, com-
niunicale it to your lixccllunoy, informing you at the same 
time, that the object of the Citizen U r r e a , instead of re-
cfciablishing the Federnl .system, lias been to re-unite a l l 
the Mexicans , by proclaiming toleration of all opinions, 
and respect for the lives, properties, and interests of al l . 

" G o d , Liberty , and FederaJism. 
"VALENTIN GOMEZ FARIAS;. 

*'National Palace of Mexico, 15th July, 1840." ; , • • ! 

18 th .—There is a great scarcity of provisions in the 
centre of the city, as the Indians,^ who bring in everything 
from the country, are stopped. W e have . la id i n . à . g o o d 
stock of comestibles, though it is very unlikely, that any 
difficulties will occur in our direction. W h i l e I am writings 
the cannon are roaring almost without interruption,! and 
the sound is anything but agreeable,* though proving the 
respect entertainefl by F a r i a s for "the lives,.'properties, 
and interests of a l l ." W e see the smoke, but are entirely 
out of the reach of the fire. -,• . </ 

f had just written these words; when.*the S e ñ o r a > 
who lives opposite,, called out to me that .a shell has just 
fallen in h e n g a r d e n , and that her husband hadrbut time 
to save himself.-i T h e cannon directed, against ' the palace 
kill people in.:.their beds, in streets entirely out of that 
direction, while this ball,, intended for the citadel, takes its 
flight to San C o s m é 1 Both parties seem to be fighting 
the city instead, of each other; and this manner of. firing 
from behind parapets, and from the tops of houses-and 
steeples, is decidedly safer for the soldiers than for the 
inhabitants. I t seems also a novel plan to keep up a 
continual cannonading by night, and to rest, during á' 
great part of the day. One would think that were the 
guns brought uoiircr the palace, the affair would be aooncr 
over. ' . . : 

L a t e last night, a whole family came here for protec
tion; the S e ñ o r a with , nurse, and baby, etc. 
She had remained very quietly in her own house, in spite 
of broken windows, till the bullets whizaed past her baby's 
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bed. T h i s morning:, everything remains as it w a s the 
first day—the president in the citadel, the rebels in the 
p à l a c e ; The government are trying- to hold out until 
troops arrive from Puebla. I n an interval of firing, the 

-11. Secretary contrived to make his way here this morn
ing . The E n g l i s h Minister's house is also filled with 
fnmilitttt, li lipinji' » HllU' out of llm lino of lire, Tlio.su who 
Uve in the Square, and in the Calle San Francisco arc 
most exposed, and the poor shopkeepers in the Par ian ore 
in a state of great and natural trepidation. 1 need not say 
that the shops are all shut. 

19th.—Dr. P lan , a famous French physician, was shot 
this morning, as he was coming out of the palace, and his 
body has just been carried past our door into the house 
opposite. 
. T h e S e ñ o r i t a having imprudently stepped out on 

her balcony, her house being in a very exposed street, a 
pistol-ball entered her side, and passed through her body. 
She is still alive, but it seems impossible that she can 
recover. T h e Prior of S a n Joaquin, riding by just now, 
stopped below the windows to tell us that he fears we shall 
not remain long here in safety, as the pronunciados have 
attacked, the Convent of L a C o n c e p c i ó n , at the end of the 
street. 

My writing must be very desultory. Impossible to fix 
one's attention on anything. W e pass our time on the 
balconies, listening to the thunder of the cannon, looking 
at the different parties of troops riding by, receiving 
visitors, who, in the intervals of the firing, venture out to 
br ing us the last reports—wondering, speculating, fearing, 
hoping, and excessively tired of the whole affair. 

Gomez F a r i a s , the prime mover of this revolution, is a 
distinguished character, one of the notabilities of the 
country, and has always maintained the same principles, 
standing up for "rapid and radical reform." H e is a 
native of Guadalajara, and his literary career is said to 

• have been brilliant. l i e is also said-to be a man of an 
tirdont huiiK'iinitiun muí (./n-iil cntM^y. Mm n.-iiuc. has 
appeared in every public event.' H e first aided in the 
cause of Independence, then, when deputy for Zacatecas, 
showed much zeal in favour of Yturb idc—was afterwards 
a jwarm partisan of the federal cause—contributed to the 
election of General V i c t o r i a ; afterwards to that of Pedraza 
—took an active part in the political changes of ' ^ 3 and 
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. '34; detests the Spaniards, and during his presidency 
endeavoured to abolish the privileges of the clergy and 
troops—suppressed monastic institutions—granted abso
lute liberty of opinion—abolished the laws against the 
liberty of the press—created many literary institutions; 
and whatever were his political errors, and the ruthless-
ncNS willi which in tlui nanu: of Itbcrly nnd reform he 
marched to the attainment of his object, without respect 
for the most sacred things, he is generally allowed to be 
a man of integrity, and even by his enemies, an enthusiast, 
who deceives himself as much as others. Now in the 
hopes of obtaining some uncertain and visionary good, 
and even while declaring his horror of civil w a r and blood
shed, he has risen in rebellion against the actual govern
ment, and is the cause of the cruel w a r now raging, not 
in the open fields or even in the scattered suburbs, but in 
the very heart of a populous city. 

T h i s morning all manner of opinions are afloat. Some 
believe that Santa Anna has started froni his retreat at 
Manga de Clavo , and wil l arrive to-day—will himself 
swallow the disputed oyster (the presidential chair) , and 
give each of the combatants a shell apiece; some that a 
fresh supply of troops for the government will arrive to
day, and others that the rebels must eventually triumph. 
Among the reports which I trust may be classed as doubt
ful, is, that General U r r e a has issued a proclamation, 
promising three hours' pillage to all who join him. T h e n 
will be the time for testing the virtues of all the diplo
matic drapeaux. I n the midst of all, here comes another.. 

"Address of H i s Excel lency, S e ñ o r D o n Valentin Gomez 
F a r i a s , charged provisionally with the government of 
Mexico, and of the General-in-Chief of the F e d e r a l 
army, to the troops under his command. 

"Companions in a r m s : — N o one has ever resisted a 
people who fight for their liberty and who defend their 
mmred HghU. Your hom'n: IMKIUHVOUI'H have already 
reduced our unjust aggressors almost to complete nullity. 
Without infantry to cover their parapets, without artillery 
to fire their pieces, without money, without credit, and 
without support, they already make their last useless 
efforts. On our side, on the contrary, all is in abundance 
(sobra), men, arms, ammunition, and money, and above 



'234 • ' L i f e i n Mexico 
a l l , :the invincible-support of opinion;—while the parties 
which adhere to our pronunciamento in all the cities out 
of the capital, and the assistance which within this very 
city is given by every c lass of society to those who are 
fighting for the rights of the people, offer guarantees 
which they wi l l strictly fulfil to all the inhabitants of the 
country, natives as well as foreigners. O u r enemies, in 
the, delirium of their impotence, have had recourse to their 
favourite weapon, calumny. I n a communication directed 
to us, they have had the iuulncity to accuse you of having 
attacked some properly. Miserable wretches ! No, the 
io ldicrs of the people arc not robbers ¡ the CÍUIBC of liberty 
is very noblüj and its defence will not be sUiincd by a 
degrading action. T h i s is the answer given to your 
calumniators by your chiefs, who arc as much interested in 
your reputation as in their own. Soldiers of the people ! 
let valour, as well as all other civic virtues, shine in your 
conduct, that you may never dim the renown of valiant 
soldiers-and of. good citizens. 

•i . . •-; "VALENTIN GOMEZ FARIAS. 
t •.. . i i :M . . . "JOSÉ URREA." •• 

• i W e .hear: that two shells have fallen into the house of 
Senior , who has a pretty wife and a number-of chil
dren, • and that his azotoa is occupied by: the federalist 
troops. Fortunately, these grenades . burst in ; the patio 
of .his house>:and no one was injured. T h e chief danger 
ta< those who are not acluully engaged in this affair,' is 
from these bullets and shells, which come rattling into all 
the houses. W e have messages from various people 
•whom we invited to come here for safety, that they would 
g ladly , accept our offer, . but arc unwilling to leave their 
houses exposed to pillage, and do not dare to pass through 
the streets. So our numbers have not increased as yet. 

Y o u may suppose, that although this is Sunday, there 
is no. mass in the churches. T h e Prior of S a n Fernando, 
who has just sent Us round some colossal cauliflowers and 
other: fine vegetables from his garden, permits us to come 
to his. convent for safety, should anything occur here. . . , 
I am, ,afraid he would lodge the women-kind in some 
.outhouse. 

I had written.thus far, when we received a visit from 
t^e iUaron de — , Minister, who, l iving in a very 
exposed situation, near the palace, requests us to receive 
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his secretary of legation, M . de , who is dangerously i l l 
of typhus fever, as the doctors, no doubt warned by the 
fate of poor D r . Plan, fear to pass into that street which 
is blocked up by troops and cannon. Some people fear 
a universal sacking of the city, especially in the event of 
the triumph of the federalist party. T h e ministers seem 
to have great confidence in their flags—but I cannot help 
thinking that a party of armed U-peros would be no, 
respecters of persons or privileges ! A s yet our position 
continues very bafc. W e have the Alameda between us 
and the troops; the palace, the square, and the principal 
Hlrcclfi being on the other aide of the Alameda; and this 
street, a branch of the great Calle de Tacuba , stretching 
out beyond it. I write more to occupy my thoughts than 
in hopes of interesting y o u ; for 1 nm afraid that you will 
almost be tired of this revolutionary letter. A s a clever 
Mexican,, the- Marquis of , s a y s — S o m e years ago we 
gave forth: cries (gritos)—that was in the infancy of our 
indcpendencc~^-now we begin to pronounce ( p r o n u n c í a n o s ) . 
Heaven! knows when we shal l be old enough to speak 
plain, so that people may know what we m e a n ! " . 

Sunday Even ing-—Mons ieur de has arrived, and is 
not worse. W e have unexpectedly had twelve persons to 
dinner to-day. T h e news t o - n i g h t ü s , that the government 
troops have arrived, and that a great a t t á c k will be made 
by them t o - m ô r r o w on the rebels in the palace, which wil l 
probably bring matters .to a conclusion. ¡ Some of our 
guests are sitting up, and others lying down on the sofa 
without undressing. .1 prefer being comfortable, so;good-
night. . ! 

2 0 t h . — W e were astonished this morning at the general 
tranquillity, and concluded that, instead of having attacked 
the.rebels, the government was holding a parley with them, 
but a note from the E n g l i s h minister informs us that á 
skirmish has taken place between the two parties at one 
of the gates of the city, in which the government party 
has triumphed. So far the news is good. 

Our street has a most picturesque and lively appear
ance this morning. It is crowded .with Indians from the 
country, bringing in their fruit and vegetables for salei 
and establishing a temporary market in front of the church 
of S a n Fernando. Innumerable carriages, drawn by 
mules, are passing along, packed inside and out, fuli of 
families hurrying to the country with their children and 
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.moveables.' Those who are poorer, are malcing their 
way on foot—men and women carrying- mattresses, and 
little children following- with bnskets and bird-cages— 
carts are passing, loaded with chairs and tables and beds, 
and all manner of old furniture, uprooted for the first 
time no doubt since many years—all are taking advantage 
of this temporary cessation of firing to make their escape. 
O u r stables are full of mules and horses sent us by our 
friends in the centre of the city, where all supplies of water 
arc cut off. Another physieinn, a Spaniard, has just been 
shot I 

E v e r y room at San C o s m é and in all the .suburbs is 
taken. In some rooms are numbers of people, obliged 
to sleep upon mats, too glad to have escaped the danger 
to care for any inconvenience. A quantity of plate and 
money and diamonds were sent here this morning, which 
we have been hiding in different parts of the house; but 
they say that in cases of pillage the plunderers always 
search the most impossible places, pulling up the boards, 
brick floors, etc., r ipping up the mattresses, and so on; 
so I believe there is no use in concealing anything. Near 
us lives a celebrated general, on whose political opinions 
there seems much doubt, as he has joined neither party, 
and has become invisible ever since this affair commenced. 
H e is a showy, handsome man, with a good deal of super
ficial instruction, and exceedingly vain of his personal 
advantages. I am quite sure that, having allowed him 
to be a fine-looking man, he would forgive me for saying 
that his character is frivolous, and that his principles, 
both moral and political, are governed entirely by that 
"which best suits his own advantage. 
i- T h e Count de B , secretary to the French Legation, 
mounted his horse last evening, and, like a true young 
Frenchman, set off to pay a visit to a pretty g i r l of his 
acquaintance, passing through the most dangerous streets, 
and particularly conspicuous by his singular dress, good 
looks, and moustaches. He had not gone far before he 
\V(U HUTOutidcd by «nino dozni of J¿¡>t>ros will) knives, 
who would, no doubt, have robbed and despatched him, 
but that in tearing off his sarape they discovered his uni-
forni, and not being very skilled in military accoutre
ments, concluded him to be an officer on the part of the 
government. They being on the federalist side, hurried 
with their prize to the palace', where he was thrown into 
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prison, and obliged to remain until some of the officers 
came to see the prisoner, and recognized him, much to 
their astonishment. 

W e are now going to dine with what appetite we may, 
which is generally pretty good. 

T e n o'clock, P.M.—We ventured out after dinner to 
take a turn in the direction opposite the city, and met 
various parties of ladies, who, as they cannot use their 
carriages at present, wore thankful to escape from their 
temporary and • crowded dwellings, and were actually 
taking exercise on foot; when w c were encountered by 
people full of the intelligence that the great attack on the 
palace is to be made this evening, and were advised 1o 
hurry home. W c were also assured that a party of 
l é p e r o s , headed by their long-bearded captain, an 'old 
robber of the name of Castro , had passed the night before 
our door. Before we could reach home the firing began, 
and we have passed several hours in a state of great sus
pense, amidst the roaring of the cannon, the shouting of 
the troops, the occasional cries of those who are wounded, 
and, to make everything appear more lugubrious, the most 
awful storm of thunder and rain I almost ever heard. 
T h e S e ñ o r a de ——'s brother is a1 captain in the govern
ment service, and he and his regiment have distinguished 
themselves very much during these last few d a y s ; conse
quently she is dreadfully uneasy ' to-night. 

T h e gentlemen seem inclined to pass the night in talk
ing. W e - think of lying down, and^ sleeping if we can; 
Í hope nothing will happen in the night, for everything 
seems worse in the darkness and consequent confusion. 

21 St.—After passing á ' sleepless night, listening to the 
roaring of cannon; and figuring to ourselves the devasta
tion that must have taken place, we find to our amusement 
that nothing decisive has occurred, T h e noise last night 
was mere skirmishing, and half the cannons were fired in 
the air. I n the darkness there was no mark. But though 
the loss on cither side is so much less than'might have 
been <vxpcoted, th«i rebels in lhe !palace cannot be very 
comfortable, for llicy say that the air is infected by the 
number of unburicd dead bodies lying there; indeed there 
are many lying unburicd on the streets, which is enough 
to raise a fever,:to add to the calamitous state of things. 

T h e government bulletin of to-day expresses the regret 
of the supreme magistrate at seeing his hopes of restoring 



238 L i fe: i i a» Mexico 
peace: frustrated, and publishes the assurance? of fidelity 
which, they have received from all the departmentsi espe
cially from Puebla, Qucrétaro, and Vera Cruz, in spite 
of the extraordinary despatches which had there been 
received from Farias, desiring them to recognize Urrea 
as minister of. war, and Don Manuel Crecencio Rejon as 
minister of :the interior; ."which communications," says 
the commandant of Querétaro, "produced in my soul only 
indignation and contempt towards their miserableauthors." 

The. account of. the yesterday's affair is as follows. 
"The pronunciados in the palace, knowing that the 
infantry which was to come from Puebla to the assistance 
of the. government, was expected to arrive yesterday, 
endeavoured to surprise it near the gate of Saint Lazarus, 
with a CQlumn of infantry of two hundred in number, and 
some cavalry; but the brave Colonel Torrejon, with eighty 
dragoons, beat them completely, killing, wounding, and 
taking many prisoners, and pursuing them as far as the 
archbishop's palace. The supreme government, appre
ciating the distinguished services and brilliant conduct of 
the aforesaid colonel, have given him the rank of general 
of brigade." : 
. The president in to-day's proclamation, after declaring 

that-''the: beautiful;capital of the republic is the theatre 
of war," .says "that nothing but consideration for. the 
lives and properties of the inhabitants has been able to 
restrain the .enthusiasm of the soldiers of the nation, and 
to. prevent them , from putting forth their whole force to 
dislodge, the rebels from the .different points of which they 
have possessed themselves." The president adds, "that 
this revolt is. the more inexcusable,, as his administration 
has always been gentle and moderate; that he has econo
mized the public treasure, respected the laws, and that 
citizens of whatever opinion had always enjoyed perfect 
tranquillity under his rule-—that constitutional reforms 
were about being realized, as well as the hopes of forming 
by them a bond of union between all Mexicans. He con
cludes by reproaching those .revolutionary men who thus 
cause the shedding of so much innocent blood. 

, The commander-in-chief, General Valencia, writing per
haps under some inspiring inlluence, is more figurative 
in his discourse. ''Soldiers of Liberty!" he exclaims; 
"Anarchy put out its head, and your arms drowned it in 
a moment." This would have been a finer figure in (he 
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days of the great lakes. A n d again he exclaims-r-
" M e x i c a n s ! my heart feels itself wounded by the deepest 
grief, and all humanity shudders in contemplating;, the 
unsoundable chaos of evils in which the authors of ;this 
rebellion • have sunk the incautious men whom they have 
seduced, in order to form with their dead bodies the 
bloody ladder which was to raise them to their aggran
dizement ! Already the Mexican people begin to gather 
the bitter fruits with which these men who.bjazon forth 
their humanity and philanthropy have •. always allured 
them, feeding themselves on the blood of their brothers, 
and striking up songs to the sad measure of sobs and 
w e e p i n g ! " These tropes are very ,striking. A i r is 
brought before us as in a picture. W e see anarchy rais ing 
his rascally head above the water (most likely adorned 
with a liberty cap), and the brave soldiers instantly driv ing 
it down, again. W e behold Gomez F a r i a s and U r r e a 
rushing up a ladder, of dead bodies- And then the 
XAicrenia Borg ia kind , of scene that.: follows '.—alluring 
their-victims with bitter, fruit (perhaps, with sour grapes)^ 
drinking blood, and singing horridly , out of, tune to a 
running bass of sobs ! T h e teeth,of humanity are set 'on 
edge only by reading it. W e l l may his Excel lency a d d — 
" I present them to the nations of the .world a s a n inimitable: 
model of ferocity and barbarity ! " . . • :•» •• •' < •'• -i •» 

T h i s morning General sent a;few l ines . from the-
citadel, where he and the president are, in'( which: h é 
speaks with confidence of speedily putting, down the rebels-
C n returned many affectionate messages, accompanied'; 
by a supply of cigars. T h e y say that the, greatest possible' 
bravery is shown by the boys of the Military .College, whot 
are very fine, little fellows, and all up>in arms on-the side-
of the government. A strong instance' "of maternal affec
tion and courage was shown by the S e ñ o r a G——t- •this-
morning. H a v i n g received various reports concerning h e r 
son, who belongs to this college;, first that he was. 
wounded; then that the wound was severe; then* that i t 
was slight—and being naturally extremely uneasy about 
him, she set off alone, and on foot, at five o í c lock in the 
morning, without mentioning her intention to any one, 
carrying with her a basket of provisions; passed across 
the square, and through all the streets planted with 
cannon, made her way through all the troops into the 
citadel; had the satisfaction of finding her son in perfect 
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health, and returned home, just as her husband and family 

had become aware o í her absence. 
;. .'General Valencia is said to have a large party amongst the 
seldiers, who are in favour of his being- named president. It 
is said that he was seen riding up and down in the lines in 
a most spirited manner, and rather unsteady in his saddle. 
Some rumours there are that Santa Anna has arrived at 
Perote; but, as he travels in a litter, he cannot be here for 
some days, even should this be true. There seems no 
particular reason to believe that this will end soon, and 
we must 'remain shut up here as patiently as we can. In 
the intervals of firing the gentlemen go out, but they will 
not hear of our doing so, except sometimes for a few 
minutes in the evening, and then either firing or thunder 
sends us back. V a r i o u s people, and especially the 
Ç o u n t e s s C a, have invited us to their country places; 
but, besides that we are in the safest part of the city, 
and have several guests, C n does- not think it right 
for him to leave Mexico. T h e y say that house-rents will 
rise hcrenhouts, on account of the advanlages of lhe lacaio 
In casca of this sort. 

Amongst other announcements, the government have 
published, that the rebels have demanded that the jewels, 
together with the service of gold and silver belonging to 
the H o l y Cathedral C h u r c h , shall be given up to them, 
and threaten to seize the whole by force, should their 
demand not be acceded to within two hours, " i t is very 
probable that they will do so," adds• the bulletin; thus 
adding a new. crime to all they have committed, 
' j i l t is now evening, and again they announce an attack 
upon the palace, but I do not believe them, and listen to 
the cannon with tolerable tranquillity. Al l day families 
continue to pass by, leaving Mexico. T h e poor shop
keepers are to be pitied. Besides the total cessation of 
tradç, one at least has been shot, and others plundered. 
A truce of two hours was granted this afternoon, to bury 
the; dead, who were carried out of the palace. T w o of 
o u r colleagues ventured here this morning. 
.'• ,22nd.—-The government buUetin of this morning contains 

a letter from Santa Anna, dated Mango de Clavo, igth of 
July, informing the pru&klunl, with every expression of 
loyalty and attachment to the government, that according 
to: his desire he will set off this morning in the direction 
of Perote, "at the head of a respectable division." Various 
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other assurances of fidelity from Victor ia , from Galindo, 

; etc., are inserted, with the remark that the Mexican public 
will thus see the uniformity and decision of the whole 
republic in favour of order, and especially will receive in 
the communication of his Excellency, General Santa A n n a , 
an equivocal proof of this unity of sentiment, notwith
standing- the assurances given by the rebels to the people, 
that Santa A n n a would either assist them, or would take 
no part at all in the affair. I t must be confessed, how
ever, that his Kxcellency is rather a dangerous umpire. 

The Governor Vieyra published a proclamation to-day^ 
declaring "Mexico in a state of siegfe." I t seems to, me 
that we knew that already ! Upon the whole, things are 
going on well for the government. • Parties o í pronunci
ados have been put down in various: places. The wounded 
on both sides have been carried to • the hospital of San-
Andrés . A battery is now planted against the palace, ip 
the Calle de Plateros, where they are at least near enough 
to do more execution than beforp. '..;<.'• 

One circumstance worthy of notice has been published 
to-day. The rebels, as you may recollect, declared that 
they had permitted the president to leave the palace, on 
condition of his taking conciliatory measures, and that, 
he had agreed to favour their pretensions;. Now here is 
Bustamante's own letter, written in'the palace, when sur
rounded by his enemies; a proof, if any were wanting, of 
his exceeding personal bravery, and perfect coolness in 

* fheliYvicfst of danger. There is something rather R o m a n ' 
: in"these few Unes: '¡!> 
• ,. , i . 

;,",J)lini?tcrs,—f protest that I find myself without liberty, 
^pdjiwithout defence, the guards of, the palape having 
abandoned me. Under these circumstances, let no order 
ofiiirjipp, jjwhich is contrary to the duties, of the post I 
ocjc'yiRy? \ ) t obeyed. Since, although I am resolved to, die. 
Ijiffpfp ifailing. in my obligations, it vyill. not be difficult tp 
f^s;fy,my signature. L e t this be made kpo\vn by you 
tíj,(1j:hç Cpngress, and to those generals ¡and chiefs, whq 
p r ç ^ Y e ^ p n t i m e n t s of honour and.fidelity. . , ., ; , 
-Va-h" n:NIU'Qnal Palace, July 15th, :184o... .; • , ' . 
^ ' , " ANAfiTASIO, np.qTAMANTK." 

• ' í h é i ' f o l i o w i n g propositions are made to the government 
by thff rebels : ,. 

'J "Artic le i^t. I t not having been the intention of the 
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c i t i z e á j o s é U r r e á , ^and of the troops under, his command, 
to attack in - any way th& .person of the president of the 
republic, ' General Anastasio Bustamante , he is replaced 
irt tho exercise of hia i'unction.s. ¡ . . . . 

J í j jnd. Using" his faculties as president of lhe republic, 
ha:wi l l cause the firing to cease on the part of tho troops 
ppposefJ to the citizen U r r e a ; who on his side will do the 
same. 

" 3 r d . T h e president shall organize a ministry deserving 
of public cotiiidauoe, and shidl promise to rc-esUbl ish the 
qbservanoe. <of the constitution, of 1824, convoking a 
congress .immediutcly, for lhe express purpose of reform. 

.,«J4t}i.. .:Upon' these, í o u n d a l i o u » , . peace and order shall 
be-.re^est^blishedjMahd no one shall be molested for the 
opinions which . h e ¡ h a s manifested, or for the principles 
he. may have supported, all who are in prison for political 
opinions being- set at liberty." 

: - Almonte, in the name of the president, .rejected these 
conditions, but offered to spare the lives of the pronunci
ados» . ' in . case they should surrender within twenty-four 
hours; T h e chiefsiof the opposite party hereupon declared 
the door, shut- to , all reconcilement,. but requesljed a §us-
p ç & s i o a ¡of hostilities, which was granted. 
HA'1' "i is going.to drive me out during this suspension, 

i a .an open cab,1 call on the C -a family. T h e -rr-^s 
havp; lef t their house, .their position hav ing become, too 
dangerous. Another le t tçr from General Almonte ,this 
rporning. . Nothing- decisive. T h e streets continue blocked 
up with cannon, the roofs of the houses, and churches arç; 
covereç i with troops, the shops remain closed, and the 
s t r e é t s deserted.1'People are paying- ounces for the'least 
morsel of room in: the suburbs, on the S a n C o s m é side'tff-
t l ie 'city. ' >-:-<h<i".-\¡¡ 

.23'rd:—Yesterday the archbishop invited the' c h i e f V ó f th'é1 
pronunciados to a conference in his arch i episcopal palace; 
in 'order that he might endeavour, in his apostolical char
acter, to; check the effusion of blood. T h e conference' 
took place, and the rebels requested a suspension of hos
tilities, whilst the prelate should communicate its results! 
to the president^ "which was granted by the general-in-
chief. But the pronunciados broke the truce, and en-
d e a y o y ^ d to s u r p r i i ^ the prcsideiU and A l m o n ^ . i i ^ the 
citadel, pass ing over the parapets in the Calle dç A Í O Í Í Í < Í - ( 

ri l la . T h e y were repulsed with slaughler, and a fierce 
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cannonading was kept up all night. T h ç y have.^p-vv 
requested a parley, which is grantecl theiT)*: • ,f\ > 

In the midst of al l , there is a commuriiqgtion frpn? the 
Governor of Morel ia , g iv ' i ag an account of the routing pf 
a band of robbers who had a Hacked m \ U&ci<¿pcJíi,. 

W e went to T a c u b a y a , and met with npi .o thçr d a n g e ç 
but that of being drenched wet.; as a^daily .wa.teçing of the 
earth, short,, but severe, now takes place regular ly . . , T h e 
new propositions, of the pronanciados are these: . ; , 

1st. " T h e forces of.both armies shal l retire, to occupy, 
places out of the capital. , ,, • , . . 

2nd . '-'BoU) the belligerent parties shall agree t l^ t the 
constitutional laws of 1836 shall remain withoiU fQl'Ctí* 

3rd. " A convention shaU be convoked, establishing the 
new constitution,: upon the basis fixed.in. the ÇpflSti.tutiye 
Act, which wi l l begin to be in force dirççtly<. ,•.;) / . , - >. , 

4th. " T h e elections of the members, of the çpflv.çfltipn,. 
will be verified according to the Jaws by which ths 4eputi,eg 
of the Constituent" Congress were directed. :; 

5th. " H i s actual Exce l lency , the P r e s i d e n t ^ . w H l ; f p r í p 
a , provisional government, he being the chief,, until; the 
foregoing, articles.begin to take effect. . ¡ .:¡ 

6th. " N o one shall be ipolested for, political opipjong 
manifested since the year '21 until now.:,consequently the 
persons, employments and properties of aU jyhQ'have.taken 
part in this or in the past revolution?, shal l hp. f e s p e ç t ç d i . 

7 th . " T h a t the first article may taj<e effect, the goyp.rn-. 
ment wil l facilitate all that ¡s ppcessary tQ both parties*" ... 

T h e government have refused these second propositions j 
and at the same time made known to thç Mejfican worlçj 
that various deserters from the opposite party assure them, 
that the pronunciados, including the principal chiefs, are 
occupied in destroying everything within the :palace—that 
the general archivps and those of the ministers are tofn 
in pieces, and that the despatches are taken to .make car
touches, and so on.. T h e y end by accusing, thpiij of .being 
all united with the most noted robbers and public;highway
men, such as a R icardo Teo, a J o s é polvori l la , a R o n i a n 
Chavez, a J u a n Vega , a R o s a s , a Garci lazo, and others. 
I put down the name* of t h e ç e Mexican E?ick Turp ins and 
Paul Cliffords, in case we should meet them some betm 
jour. 

More forces have arrived from Puebla and. To luca , 
Santa Anna is expected to reach Puebla to-night, and 
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again General Va lenc ia holds out an invitation to repent
ance to the "deceived men in the palace." 

95th.—-A letter is published to-day from Santa Ann;i 
to General Victor ia , assuring1 him that whatever personal 
considerations might have detained h im in his country-
seat, he accepts with pleasure the command of the division 
go ing to Perote, and will in this , as in all things, obey 
the orders of the supreme government. F i r i n g , with 
short intervals, continued all yesterday, during" the night, 
and this'morning*. T w o mortars are placed in front of the 
old Acordada, in the direction of the palace, but as yet 
they have not been used. T h e r e are a crowd of people 
examining them. 

• Things1 remain nearly in the same position as before, 
except that there arc more deserters from the revolted 
party. A proclamation was issued by U r r e a , accusing the 
government of all the evils that aflVict the city, and of all 
Uie bloodnhed catihecl by UHN t:mt war. Amongst other 
things , they complain of the death of D r . P l a n , who was 
shot1 in the Cal le de Seminario, and, according to them, 
by the government troops. General Valencia answers 
th i s time without figures, and with good reason, that the 
responsibility of these misfortunes must be with those 
w h o have provoked the war. 

I n the bulletin of to-day, the government praise their 
own moderation in having taken off the duties from all 
provisions entering the capital , in order that the price 
might; not become too h igh , an advantage in which the 
prOiHinciados themselves piirtieipnle— mriuion their exer
tions to supply the city with water, and their permission 
given to the pronunciados to send their wounded to the 
hospital of S a n A n d r é s . T h e y deny that the government 
has any share in the evils that afflict the whole popula
tion1, their endeavour hav ing ever been to preserve tran
quillity and order; "but when a handful of factious men 
have taken possession of part of the city, no choice is left 
them but to besiege and combat them until they surrender, 
and not to abandon the peaceful citizens to pillage and 
vengeance." T h e y declare that they might already have 
subdued them, and are only held back by the fear of 
involving in -their1 ruin the number of innocent persons 
who occupy the circumjacent houses. . T h e policy of this 
moderation seems doubtful, but the sincerity of the presi
dent is unimpeachable. T h e y ' continue to observe upon 
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the absurdity of this handful of men pretending; to impose 
laws upon the whole republic, when already thfr body of 
the nation have given unequivocal proofs that they have 
no desire that the questions relative to their political 
institutions should be decided by the force of arms. 

W h i l e the pronunciados declare on their side that 
"information of pronunciamentos everywhere" has been 
received by them; the government remarks that eleven 
days have now elapsed, which has given full time for all 
the departments to declare themselves in favour of those 
who cal l themselves their representatives; but on the 
contrary, nothing- has been received but assurances of 
fidelity, and of support to the government cause. I 
believe that the E n g l i s h packet will be detained till the 
conclusion of this affahj but should it not be so, you need 
not feel any uneasiness in regard to us.. Our house is 
full of people, money, jewels, and plate—our stables of 
hoi'Hiis and muloH. Anjongst lhe diamonds are those of 
the S e ñ o r a L , which are very line, and there are gold 
rouleaus enough to set up a bank at S a n Agust in . S a n t a 
Anna seems in no hurry to arrive. People expect h im 
to-morrow, but perhaps he thinks the hour has not come 
for h im. 

2 6 t h . - -The pi'oclamatum of the governor of the depart
ment of Jalisco is published to-day, in which he observes : 
" T h e nation cannot forget that this U r r e a , who has 
brought so many evils upon his country, this faithful friend 
of Air. Carlos Baudin , and of-the F r e n c h squadron which 
inviided our territory, for whom he procured all the fresh 
provisions which they reqiiirud, if lhe same man who now 
escapes from prison, to figure at the head of a tumultuous 
crowd, whose first steps were marked by the capture of 
his Exce l lency the Pres ident ." F i r i n g continues, but 
without any decided result. I t is a sound that one does 
not learn to hear with indifference. T h e r e seems little 
doubt that ultimately the government will ga in the day, 
but the country wil l no doubt remain for some time in a 
melancholy state of disorder. Bil ls are fastened to-day 
on the corners of the streets, forbidding all ingress or 
egress through the military lines, from six in the evening 
till eight in the morning. Gentlemen who live^ near us 
now venture in towards evening, to talk politics or play 
at whi s t ; but generally, in the middle of a game, some 
report is brought in, which drives them back to their 
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houses and families wi th a l l possible haste. S e ñ o r 
'a yourig Spaniard who i s living: with us, returning here 
late last 'n ight , was chal lenged by the sentinels at the 
corner of the street, w i t h the usual " Q u i e n v i v a ? " to 
which, being in a brown study, he mechanically replied, 
" S p a i n ! " Fortunate ly , the ofiicer on duty was a man 
of common sense and humani ty , and instead of firing, 
warned him to take better care for the future. 
! L a s t night the archbishop paid a visit to the president, 
in the convent of San A g u s t i n , lo iulcrcecle in favour of 
the pronunciados. T h e mortars have not yet played 
againat the puluce, o w i n ^ , it is Baid, Lo the desire of ihc 
)general-in-chief to avoid the further effusion of blood. 
; T h e tranquillity of the sovereign people during all this 
period, js astonishing. I n what other city in the world 
would they not have t a k e n part with one or other side? 
Shop's shut, workmen out of employment, thousands of 
idle people, subsist ing, H e a v e n only knows how, yet no 
riot, no confusion, apparently no impatience. Groups of 
people collect on the streets , or stand .talking before their 
doors, and speculate upon probabilities, but await the 
decision of their, mi l i tary 'ch ie f s , as if it were a judgment 
from Heaven, from which it were both useless and impious 
to appeal. 

• 2 7 t h . L o n g l i v e the Mexican R e p u b l i c ! L o n g live 
t h é Supreme Government I " T h u s begins the govern
ment1 bulletin of to-day, to which I say Amen ! with all 
Iny: heart, sir>ce it ushers in the news of the termination 
of the revolution. A n d what particularly attracts my 
attention is, that instead of the usual stamp, the eagle, 
serpent, and nopal, we h a v e to-day, a shaggy pony, flying 
as never, did mortal horse before, his tail and mane in a 
most violent state of excitement, his four short legs all in 
the air at once, and on h i s back a man in a jockey-cap, 
furibusly blowing a trumpet, from which issues a white 
flag, on which is . pr inted " N e w s ! " in E n g l i s h ! and 
apparently in the act of spr inging over a milestone, on 
which is inscribed, also in E n g l i s h — " 100 to New Y o r k ! " 

> " W e . have," says the g-overnmcnt, "the grateful satis
faction, of announcing, tha t the revolution of this capital 
has:, terminated happily. T h e rebellious troops having 
•offered, in the night, to l a y down arms upon certain con
ditions, his Exce l l ency the Commander- in-Chief , has 
accepted their proposals with convenient modifications, 
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which will be verified to-day; the empire of l à w s , order, 
tranquillity, and all other social guarantees being, thus 
re-established," etc. C u e v a s , Minister of the Interior, 
publishes a c ircular addressed to the governors of the 
departments to the same effect, adding, that " in consider
ation of the inhabitants and properties which required the 
prompt termination of this disastrous ' revolution,: : the 
guarantees of personal safety solicited by the rebels have 
been granted, but none of their pretensions have1 been, 
acceded to; ;(he conspiracy of the fifteenth having thus 
had no other effect but to make manifest the general w i sh 
mid opinion in favour of the government, laws, and legiti
mate authorities." A s imilar circular is published by 
General Almonte; " 

H a v i n g arr ived at this satisfactory conclusion, which 
must be as agreeable to you as it is to usy I shal l close 
this, long; letter, merely observing, in apology, that a s 
Madame de' S t a ê l said, in answer to the remark, that 
" W o m e n have nothing to do with polit ics; " — ^ T h a t may 
bej but when a woman's head is about to be cat off/ i t - is 
natural she-should ask z v h y ? " so it appears to me, that 
when bullets arç whizzing about our ears, à n d shells fall ing 
within a few yards of us, it ought- to be considered ex
tremely natural , and quite feminine, to inquire into thfe 
cause of such phenomena. • :<' '•< 

, . L E T T E R T H E T W E N T Y - F I l - T H , . , , ; ! 

Plan of lhe federalists—Letter from Farias—Signing' of Articles— 
Dispersion of • the " Pronunckidos " — C o n d i t i o n s O r d e r s of 
General Valencia—Of the Governor—Address of General Valencia 
—Departure of our Guests—The Cosmopolite—State of the Palace 
and Streets—Bulletin of the Firing—Interior of Houses—Escape 
of Famil ies^Conduct of the Trbops— Countess del V——e—Santa 
Anna—Congress—-An"cdote—Discussion in Congress—-Leprosy. ' 

2Sth J u l y . 

TO-DAY is published the plan which was formed by the 
federalists for the "political regeneration of the republic." 
They observe, that it is six years since the federal;plan, 
adopted freely by the nation in 1824, ;was replaced by a 
system which monopolizes a l l advantages in favour, of a 
few; that evils had now arrived at that height, in .-Cvhich 
the endeavours of a few men, however illustrious, could 



248 -'¡..Life i n Mexico ; 
have ,no effect in remedying them; rendering it necessary 
fon all Mexicans to unite i n one combined and energetic 

.force: to better their s i t u a t i o n ; that salvation cap only be 
hoped for from the nation itself, etc. T h e y then proceed 
t o / l a y their plan, consisting- of ten articles, before the 
public. . 

; .The first restores the constitution o f . ' 2 4 , the national 
interests to be reformed b y a congress, composed of four 
deputies . from each slate.. B y the second, the reformed 
constitution is to be submitted to the legislatures of the 
states for, approbation. B y the third, they engage to 
respect the Catholic re l ig ion , the form of popular govern
ment, representative and federal, the division of powers, 
political liberty of the p r e s s , the organization of a military 
and naval force, and the equal i ty of rights between all the 
inhabitants of the nation. B y the fourth article, a pro
visional government is to be established in the capital , 
\yhose functions are to b e limited exclusively to the 
direction of the external relations of the republic. . By 
the lUthi lhÍ8 |)mv¡MÍun(il jjovernntcnt i« to he vcslcd in a 
.Mexican, reuniting the requis i tes for this employment, as 
eatoblished in thç const i tut ion of '24. By the sixth, the 
republic promises to give h a c k the ten per cent, added to 
the duties of consumption, to those who have paid' it until 
now. B y the seventh, i n eight months after the triumph 
of the present revolution, a l l interior custom-houses are to 
be suppressed, and henceforth no contributions shal l be 
imposed Upon the internal circulation of goods, whether 
foreign or domestic. B y the eighth, they promise to 
confirm all the civil and mil i tary employments of those 
who do not oppose this political regeneration. B y the 
ninth, the army is to be p a i d with great punctuality. By 
the tenth, a general a m n e s t y is promised to all who have 
committed political errors s ince the Independence; and the 
names of F a r i a s and U r r e a are followed by a goodly list 
of major-generals, colonels , etc. 

There is also published a letter from F a r i a s , indignantly 
denying the report of the federal party's h a v i n g threatened 
to seize the cathedral j e w e l s and plate; accompanied by 
one;from the archbishop himself, not only denying the 
circumstances, but e x p r e s s i n g his satisfaction with the 
conduct of the federalist p a r t y in regard to a l l the convents 
which they had occupied, and the respect which they had 
shown towards all things pertaining to the church. 



Signing of Articles 249 
O n the night of-the twenty-sixth, the articles of capitula

tion were signed on both sides; a letter from , General 
Andrade having been received by General .Valencia, to the 
effect that as General U r r e a had abandoned the command 
of the troops and left it in his hands, he, in the name of 
the other chiefs and officers, was ready to ratify the con
ditions stipulated for by them on the preceding night. 
T h i s was at three in the morn ing; and about eight o'clock, 
the capitulation was announced to the pronunciados in the 
different positions occupied by them ; and they began to 
disperse in different directions, in groups of about: a 
hundred, crying, " V ive la F e d e r a c i ó n I " At a quarter 
before two o'clock, General Manuel Andrade marched out, 
with all the honours of war, to Tlanapantla , followed by 
the pronunciados of the palace. 

T h i s morning, at eleven, T e Deum, was sung in the 
cathedral, there being present, the archbishop, the presi
dent, and al l the authorities. T h e bells, which have pre
served an ominous silence during these events, ¡are now 
rinjfiiifi forth in a r m i f u s u m o f tongues.' T h e palace being 
crippled with balls, and in a slate of utter confusion, the 
president and his ministers occupy cells in the convent of 
San Agustin. 

T h e Federalists have marched out upon the following 
conditions: ist , Their Uves, persons, and employments, 
and properties arc to be inviolably preserved. . and, 
General Valencia engages to interpose his influence with 
the government by all legal means, that they may request 
the chambers to proceed to reform the constitution. 
3rd, A l l political events, which J^ave occurred since the 
fifteenth, up to this date, are to be totally forgotten, the 
forces who adhered to the plan of the fifteenth being 
included in this agreement. 4th, A passport out of the 
republic is to be given to whatever individual, compre
hended in this agreement, may solicit it. 5th, T h e troops 
of the pronunciados arc to proceed to wherever General 
Valencia orders them, commanded by one of their own 
captains, whom he shall point out, and who must answef 
for any disorders they may commit. 1 6th, General Valencia 
and all the other generals of his army, must promise on 
their honour, before the whole world, to keep this treaty, 
and see to its exact accomplishment. 7th, I t only applies 
to Mexicans. 8th, Whenever it is ratified by the chiefs 
of both parties, it is to be punctually fulfilled, hostilities 
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being" suspended until six in the inornin^ of the twenty-
seventh, which gives time to ratify the conditions. 

' T h e president .may oxchmn, "One such victory piore, 
and' I - am; .undone! " O r d e r s are issued by General 
Va lenc ia to'the effect, that until the Federal i s t troops haye 
marched out of the city, no group passing five.in number 
will bo p u n m l U u H n iW. J U T C U I H ; ( I K I I until then, there is 
to be no trading* through the streets; that a t three o'clock 
the eating-houses may be .thrown open, but not the taverns 
till the next day.) and that the police and alcaldes of the 
different wards are held responsible for the accomplishment 
of these orders, and may make use of armed force to 
preserve' orden 

. T h e governor enforces these orders wi th 'additions. 
People must turn in at nine;o'clock, or g ive an account 
of themselves—must give up all their guns, carbines, etc., 
to the alcalde, under a heavy penalty; and none, excepting 
mil i tary men, may go on horseback from five in;the even
ing* until six in the morning , during five days. 
^ G e n e r a l Va lenc ia makes a, pathetic address to his 

soldiers, and foretells tlmt liencuforth all inotliers, wives, 
and .old men,- wil l point them out as they pass, saying, 
" T h e r e go our deliverers I " and adds—" I gr.ow proud in 
Speaking toryou." " Inhabitants of this beautiful cap i ta l ! " 
he says again,1 "the aurora pf the 15th of Ju ly was very 
different from that of the 2 7 t h ; that prognosticated de
struction, this rises announcing happiness. Never again 
wi l l 1-you hear the crash of cannon but to celebrate the 
trhimphs of your country, or to solemnize your civic 
functions.'^. . M a y your words be prophetic, and especially 
may. you yourself assist in their accomplishment. 

29th.—Our guests have left us, all but Monsieur 
who, . although recovered, cannot yet be moved. All 
money, plate, and jewels in our charge, are restored to 
their rightful owners ; and the Spanish colours, which have 
never been hoisted, return to their former obscurity. I 
reopen the piano, uncover and tunc the harp, and as we 
llttVO litsaii IUOHI entirely tthut; up dining Ui i i l ren day.s of 
heavenly weather, feel rejoiced at the prospect of getting 
out again . A s yet, I have not seen the state of things in 

of the new world. In the days of mourning that have 
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passed, we have not been able to fix our eyes on any part 
of it 'where we have not encountered, desolation, weeping, 
and death. T h e palace has become a sieve, and the 
southern bulwark is destroyed; that part of the portal 
which looks towards the MonteriUa is ruined; the finest 
buildings in the centre have suffered a great deal ; in-
numerablc houses at great distances from it; have been 
also much injured by stray balls. Persons , of all ages, 
classes, and conditions, who interfered in nothing, have' 
been killed, not only in the streets, but even in their own 
apartments. T h e balls crossed each other in every direc
tion, and the risk has been universal. T h e city has been 
in the dark during these days, without patroj or w a t c h ; 
and many malefactors have taken advantage of,this oppor
tunity to use the murderous poniard without risk, and with 
the utmost perfidy. At the break of day horrible spectiicles 
were seen, of groups of dogs disputing the. remains of a 
man, a woman, and a chi ld ." T h e " Cosmopolite " g o e § 
on to insist upon the necessity of forming a new ministry 
and of a reform in the two houses. 

August j s t . — H a v e just cume in from a drive through 
the city. T h e palace and houses near it are certainly, in 
a melancholy condition. T h e palace, with its innumcr í íb l c 
smashed windows and battered walls, looks as if it had 
become stone blind in consequence of having the, smallpox, 
Broken windows and walls full of holes characterize all 
the streets in that direction, yet there is less real damage 
done than might have been expected, after such a furious 
firing and cannonading. 

T o read the accounts published,, and of the truth of 
which we had auricular demonstration, one would have 
expected to find halt the city in ruins. Here is the sum 
total of the firing, as p u b l i s h e d ; — " O n the 15th , firing 
from two o'clock till the next day. O n the 16th, continual 
firing till one o'clock. Suspension till four o'clock. 
F i r i n g from that hour, without intermission, till the fol
lowing day. 17th, firing from morning till night. 18th, 
firing from bel'nrr dnybrcaU lih 'be evening. itjLh, con
tinual firing. Constant emigration of families t h e s ç last 
four days. 20 th , continual firing all day. Sk irmish at 
the gate of S a n L a z a r o . 21st, firing continued, though 
less hotly, but in the night with more vigour than ever. v 
22nd, day of the Junta in the archbishop's palace. F i r i n g 
began at eleven at night, and lasted till morning. 23 r d , 
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6ring till midday- Par ley . 24 th , formidable firing;, terrible 
attack, and firing till morning . 25 th , firing till the even
ing, 2 6 t h , firing from s ix in the morning till two o'clock. 
Capitulation that night." 
: As "every bullet has its billet," they must all have 
lodged somewhere. Of course , nothing else is talked of 
as yet, and every one has his own personal experiences to 
recount. Some houses h a v e become nearly uninhabitable 
—glass , pictures, clocks, n las tcr , all ly ing in morsels about 
the floor, and fiir-Jiolurj in (lie roofs nml w.illa, . through 
which these winged messengers of destruction have 
passed. Ladies and chi ldren escaped, in many instances, 
by the azoteas, go ing a l o n g the street from one roof to 
another, not being able to pass where the cannon was 
planted. T h e S e ñ o r a , with her six beautiful boys, 
escaped in that way to her brother's house, in the evening, 
and in the very thick of the firing. I was in her drawing-
room to-diiy, which has a most forlorn appearance; the 
floor covered with heaps of plaster, broken pictures, 
bullets, broken glass , e tc . , the windows out, and holes 
in the wnll that look as if they were made for the pipe of 
a stove to fit into. 
1 T h e - s o l d i e r s of both parties, who have occupied the 

roofs of the houses, behaved with great civi l i ty; their 
officers, on many occas ions , sending to the family with a 
request that they would complain of any insolence that 
might be shown by their men. But no civility could 
ensure the safety of the dwellers in these houses. 

T h e poor nuns have been terribly frightened, and have 
passed these stormy n ights in prayers and hymns, which 
those who live near their convents say were frequently 
heard at midnight, in the intervals of firing. 
: • I went to see the Countes s de V c, and she showed 
me the great hole in the wal l by her bedside, through 
which the shell made its e n t r é a . The fragments are still 
lying there, so heavy that I could not lift them. A l l the 
windows at the head of that street are broken in pieces. 
TllO fihopH tiro reopened, however, and people are going 
about their usual avocations, pretty much as if nothing 
had happened; and probably the whole result of al l this 
confusion and destruction wil l be—a change of ministry. 

Santa Anna , finding that he was not wanted, has 
modestly retired to M a n g a de Clavo , and has addressed 
the following letter to the Minister of W a r : 
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" T h e tr iumph which the national arms have just 

obtained over the horrible attempts at anarchy, communi
cated to me by your Excel lency , in your note of the 27 th , 
is very worthy of being" celebrated by every citizen who 
desires the welfare of his country, a lways supposing" that 
public vengeance (la vindicta publica) has been satisfied; 
and in this case, I offer you a thousand congratulations. 
T h i s division, although filled with regret at not having 
participated on this occasion in the r i sks of our com
panions in arms, arc rejoiced at. so fortunate an event, 
and hope that energy and a wholesome seventy will now 
strengtlien order for ever, and will begin an era of felicity 
for the country. T h e happy event has been celebrated 
here, in the fortress, and in Tcpeyahualco , where the first 
brigade had already arrived (and whom I have ordered 
to countermarch), with every demonstration of joy. I 
anxiously desire to receive the details which your E x c e l 
lency offers to communicate to me, so that if the danger 
has entirely ceased, I may return to my hacienda, and may 
lay down the command of those troops which your 
Excel lency orders me to preserve here. 

" W i t h sentiments of the most lively joy for the cessa
tion of the inisforUmes of the capital, I reiterate to your 
Excel iency those of my particular esteem. 

" G o d and Liberty . 
" ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

" Perote, July 29, 1840." 

T h e houses of Congress are again opened. T h e minis
ters presented themselves in the Chamber of Deputies, 
and a short account of the late revolution was given by 
General Almonte, who, by the way, was never taken 
prisoner, as was at first reported. H e had gone out to 
ride early in the morning, when General Urrea , with some 
soldiers, rode up to him and demanded his sword; telling 
him that the president was arrested. F o r all answer, 
Almonte drew his sword, and fighting his way through 
Ihcm, galloped to the citadel. U r r e a , r iding back, passed 
by Almonte's house, and politely taking off hjs hat, 
saluted the ladies of the family, hoped they were well , and 
remarked on the fineness of the weather. They were not 
a little astonished when, a short time after, they heard 
what had happened. 

Madame de C and her daughter were out riding 
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when the firing- began on the morning of the r e v o l u t i o n , 
and galloped home in consternat ion . 

7kb.—wV long t1ÍHi:uHfiir»n to-day in Congress o n the 
propriety of granting e x t r a o r d i n a r y powers to the pres i . 
<lom; ulso M n u h l M n l m n of t h e tUispaichcs writ t ea by 
Oomtx VurUiti during the rttvoluHun. l i e H I H I M U S w i t h the 
utmost confidence of the succes s of his enterprise- in 
his first letter, he observes , that General U r r c a , w i t h the 
greater part of the g a r r i s o n and people of the c a p i t a l , 
have pronounced for the re-establishment of the federal 
system, and have, by the m o s t fortunate combinat ion of 
c ircumstances, got posses s ion of the palace, and a r r e s t e d 
the president. T h a t t roops have been passing o v e r to 
them all day, and that the triumph of the federa l i s t s is 
so sure, he has little doubt t h a t the following m o r n i n g wil l 
see tranquillity and f e d e r a l i s m re-established. T h e d i f 
ferent accounts of the two part ies are rather a m u s i n g - It 
is said that Gomez F a r i a s i s concealed in Mexico. . - -

8 th .—Paid a visit to-day, where the lady of the house 
is a leper; though it is s u p p o s e d that-all who are afflicted 
with this scourge are s e n t to the hospital of S a n 
L a z a r o . . . . 

W e rode before b r e a k f a s t this morning to the old 
church of L a Piedad, and, on our return, found -a p a c k e t 
containing letters from L o n d o n , Par i s , N e w Y o r k , and 
Madr id . T h e arrival of the l ing l i sh packet, which b r i n g s 
a l l these n o n v e a u t é s , is a b o u t the most interesting" event 
that occurs here. 

L E T T E R T H E T W E N T Y - S I X T H 

Visitors—Virgen de los R e m e d i o s — E n c a r n a c i ó n — V c u r s of the Nuns 
—Santa Teresa—Rainy Season—Amusing- Scene—" E s t á « ia 
D i s p o s i c i ó n de V."—Mexican Sincerity—Texian Vesse l s—Fine 
Hair—Schoolmistress—Climate—lis [ í íTccts—Nerves—To n rs de 
Force — Anniversary — Speech —r;\M:i>—Sun Andelo—T;u:\ib:iyii— 
Army of " T h e Three Guarantees "—Plan of Ygnala— A M u r d e r — 
Imjlnn roIi[eni:.sb~ - D i unlii ii M U S H - Sirilor (.-urtoilo- -Kcvolu I lony jn 
Mexico—The Peñón—The Baths—General Simution ami 
View—Indian Fami ly—Of the foi l ing Springs—Capabilities— 
Solitude—Chapultepec—The Desagravios—Penitence at S a n F r a n -

. . cisco—Discipline of the Men—Discourse of the M o n k — D a r k n e s s 
a n d Horrors—Salmagundi. 

August 30th. 
IN the political world n o t h i n g very interest ing ha3 
occurred, and as yet there - is no change of m i n i s t r y . 
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Yesterday morning C - n set off in a coach-and-six for 
the valley of 1 oluca, about eighteen leagues from 
Mexico, with a r ich Spaniard, S e ñ o r M — — r y T — — n , 
who has a lar^e hiiciendu there. 

L a s t Sunday morning, being the first Sunday since the 
itvolutiou, vv)} luid foriy visitors •-IndicB and gonllcmen, 
Engl i sh , i-'reueh, Spanish , and Mexican. Such varieties 
of dresses and languages I have seldom seen united in 
one r o o m ; and so many anecdotes connected with the 
pronunciamento as were related, some grave , some ludi
crous, that would form a volume I T h e Baron de 
having just left this for your part of the world, you will 
learn by him the last intelligence of it and of us. 

As there is a want of rain , the Virgen de los Remedios 
was brought into Mexico, but as there is still a slight 

1 ripple on the face of the lately-troubled waters, she was 
¡ carried in privately—for all reunions of people are dreaded 
J at this juncture, i had just prepared pieces of velvet and 
\ silk to hang on the balconies, when I found that the 
I procession had gone by a back street after sunset. 

I went lately to visit the nuns of the E n c a r n a c i ó n , to 
inquire how they stood their alarms, for their convent had 
been filled wi th soldiers, and they had been in the very 
heart of the firing. I was welcomed by a figure covered 
from head to foot with a double black crape vei l , who 
expressed great joy at seeing me again, and told me she 
was one of the madres who received us before. She 
spoke with horror of the late revolution, and of the state 
of fear and trembling in which they had passed their t ime; 
soldiers within their very walls , and their prayers inter
rupted by volleys of cannon. T h a n k s to the intercession 
of the V i r g i n , no accident had occurred; but she added, 
that had the V i r g i n of los Remedios been brought in 
sooner, these disorders might never have taken place. 

I went from thence to the convent of Santa T e r e s a , 
where I saw no one, but discoursed with a number of 
voices^ from the shri l l treble of the old Madre l ir iora) to 
the full cheerful tones of my friend the Mapire A . 
There is something rather awful in sending one's voice 
in this way into an unknown region, and then listening 
for a response from the unseen dwellers there. I have 
not yet been inside this convent, but now that affairs are 
settled for the present, I trust that the archbishop wi l l 
kindly grant Ins permission to that effect. 
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T h e rainy season is now at i ls height; that is , it rains 

severely every evening, but in the morning it is lovely. 
T h e disagreeable part of it is . that the roads are so bad, 
it is di í l icuít to continue our rides in the environs. Horse 
and rider, after one of these expeditions, appear to have 
been taking a mud-bath. I t is very amus ing to stand at 
the window about four o'clock, and sec every one sud
denly caught iu the most tremendous shower. In five 
minutes the streets become r ivers ; and canoes wpuld he 
rather more useful than carriages. S trong porters (car
gadores) are in readiness to carry well-dressed gentlemen 
or women who arc caught in the deluge, across the streets. 
Coachmen and footmen have (heir greal-coats prepared to 
draw on; and all horsemen have their sarapes strapped 
behind their saddles, in which, with their shining leather 
hats, they can brave the storm. T r u s t i n g to an occa
sional cessation of rain, which sometimes takes place, 
people continue to go out in the evening, but it is down
right cruelty to coachmen and animals, unless the visit 
is to a , house with a p o r t e - c o c h è r e , which many of the 
houses have—this amongst others. 

September 1 s t . — H a d a dispute this morning with an 
E n g l i s h m a n , . who complains bitterly of Mexican insin
cerity. I believe the chief cause of this complaint 
amongst foreigners consists in their attaching the slightest 
value lo the common phrase, " E s t á a la d i s p o s i c i ó n de 
V . " Everyth ing is placed at your disposal -house, car
riage, servants, horses, mules, etc.—the lady's earrings, 
the gentleman's diamond pin, the child's frock. You 
admire a r ing—it is perfectly at your service; a horse— 
i t ¡( (11, J -e[ | r ) ;i ti 1 c* 1 in I d I " I n .111 y m t i |i< >ii:.r ; " (tt 
casa de V . ) Some from ignorance of the custom, and 
others from knavery, take advantage of these offers, 
which are mere expressions of civility, much to the con
fusion and astonishment of the polite ojjvrcr, who has no 
more intention of being credited, than you have when, 
from common etiquette, you sign yourself the very 
humble servant of the very greatest bore. it is ;i mere 
habit, and to call people who- indulge in it insincere, 
reminds me of the Ital ian mentioned somewhere by Lady 
Blessington, who thought he had made a conquest of a 
fair Eng l i shwoman, though somewhat shocked by iter 
forwardness, because, in an indifferent note to h im, she 
signed herself " T r u l y y o u r s . " Shall I ever forget the 
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crestfallen countenance of a Mexican gentleman who had 
just purchased a very handsome set of London harness , 
when hearing- it admired by a F r e n c h m a n , he g a v e the 
customary answer, " I t is quite at your disposal ," and was 
answered by a profusion of bows, and a ready acceptance 
of the offer 1 the only difficulty with the F r e n c h m a n being-
us to whether or not he could carry it home under his 
cloak, which he did. 

If all these offers of service, in which it is Mex ican 
etiquette to indulge, be believed i n — " Remember that Í 
am here but to serve y o u " — " M y house and everything 
in it is quite at your d i s p o s a l " — " C o m m a n d me in all 
Ihings; " we shall of course be disappointed by finding 
lliat, not wil lis landing t licsu reiterated assurances , we 
must hire a house for ourselves, and even servants to 
wait on us; but take these expressions at what they are 
worth, and I believe we shall find that people here are 
nbout as sincere as their neighbours. 

8 th .—A good deal of surmise, because four T e x i a n 
vessels are cruis ing in the bay off V e r a C r u z . T h e r e is 
also a good deal of political talk, but I have no longer 
Madame de Stael's excuse for interfering in politics, 
which, • by the way, is a subject on which almost al l 
Mexican women are well informed; possessing pract ical 
knowledge, the best oí al l , like a lesson in geography 
given by travelling. Í fear we live in a Paradise L o s t , 
which will not be regained in our day. . . . 

My attention is attracted, while I write , by the appari
tion of a beautiful girl in the opposite balcony, with ha ir 
of a golden brown hanging in masses down to her feet. 
Thir, i:. ,111 ( i i i r m u m o n rt>)<nir here; bul the hair of the 
women is generally very long and fine. I t rarely or never 
curls. W e were amused the other day in passing by a 
school of little boys and girls , kept in a room on lhe first-
floor oí S e ñ o r \s house, to see the .schoolmistress, 
certainh' not in a very elegant dishabille, marching up 
and down with a spelling-book in her hand, her long hair 
hanging down, and trailing on the floor a good half-yard 
behind her; while every time she turned, she switched it 
round like a court-train. . . . 

Y o u ask me about this climate, for . F o r one who, 
like her, is in perfect health, I should think it excellent; 
and even an invalid has only to travel a few hours, and 
lie arrives at tierra caliente. T h i s climate is that of the 
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tropics; raised some thousand feet above the level of the 
s e a ; consequently there is an extreme purity and thinness 
of the atmosphere, which generally affects the breathing 
at first. I n some it causes an oppression on the chest. 
G n me, i t ' h a d little, effect, if any; and at all events, the 
feelings goes off, after the first month or so. T h e r e is a 
general tendency to nervous irritation, and to inflammatory 
complaints, and during September nnd October, on 
account of the heavy rains and the drained lakes on which 
part of the city is built, there is said to be a good deal of 
ague. Since the time of the cholera in 1833, which com
mitted terrible ravages here, there has been no other 
epidemic. T h e smallpox indeed has been very common 
lately, but it is owing to the carelessness of the common 
people, or- rather to their prejudice against having their 
ohildron va^ciiuitcd. 

T h e nervous eomplainls of llic ladies arc an unfailing 
source of profit to the sons of Galen, for they seem to he 
incurable. H a v i n g no personal experience in (hese evils, 
11 speak only from what I see in others. I t appears to 
me that the only fault of the climate consists in its being 
monotonously perfect, which is a givat. drawback to easy 
and polite conversation. T h e evening deluge is but a 
periodical .watering of the earth, from which it rises like 
V e n u s from the sea, more lovely and refreshed than ever. 

C ~ n has returned from To luca , after an absence of 
eight days. E v e r y one is hurrying to the theatre just now, 
in spile of thu rain , lo see some Spanuuds , who arc 
performing tours de force there. 

16th.—Celebration of the D a y of Independence, Anni
versary of the "Glorioso Grito de Dolores ," of September 
the 16th, 1810; of the revolution begun thirty years ago, 
by the curate of the villago of Dolores in the province of 
Gunanajuato. " I t is very easy," says Z a v a l a , il is about 
the most sensible remark, "to put a country into com
bustion, when it possesses the elements of discord; but the 
difficulties of its re-organization are infinite." 

A speech was made by General Torne i in the Alameda. 
A l l the troops were out—plenty of ollicers, monks, priests, 
and ladies, in full dress. W e did not go to hear the speech, 
but went to the E 's house to see the procession, which 
was very magnificent. T h e line of carriages was so deep, 
that I thought we should never arrive. • After all w a s over, 
we wttlkcd'in the Alameda, where temporary booths were 
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erected, and the trees were hung- with garlands and 
flowers. T h e pnseo in the evening was extremely g a y ; 
but I cannot say that there appeared to be much enthu
siasm or public spirit. T h e y say that the great difficulty 
experienced by the Junta , named on these occasions for 
the preparation of these festivities, is to collect sufficient 
funds. 

1 9 t h . — W e went yesterday to S a n Angelo, one of the 
prettiest villages in the environs of Mexico, and spent the 
day at the hacienda of S e ñ o r T c, which is in the neigh
bourhood. T h e rain has rendered the roads almost im
passable, and the country round Mexico must be more 
like Cortes 's description of it at this season, than at any 
other period. O n e part of the road near the hacienda, 
which is entirely destroyed, the owner of the house wished 
in iV|>;ur ¡ bul lhe Indians, who d a n n thai pari of the 
land, will not permit the innovation, though lie offered to 
throw a bridge over a small stream which passes there, 
at his own expense. 

2 4 t h . — W e passed a pleasant day at T a c u b a y a , and 
dined with Monsieur S , who gave a fete in consequence 
of its being his wife's saint's day. 

2 7 t h . — G r e a t fete; being the anniversary of the day on 
which the army called the trigamrUe (the three guarantees) 
entered Mexico with Yturb idc at their head. T h e famous 
plan of Igua la , (so called from having been first published 
in that city,) was also called the plan of the three 
guarantees; freedom, union, and- religion, which were 
offered as a security to the Spaniards , against whom so 
many cruelties had been exercised. W e have had r inging 
of bells and firing all the morning, and in the evening 
ihere is to be a bull-fight, followed by the exhibition of 
the tours de force of these Spaniards, commonly called 
hew, " h s H e r c u l e s " who have just come to offer us a box 
in the r i i i za . 

T h i s plan of the Iguala was certainly the only means 
by which Spain could have continued to preserve these 
vast and distant possessions. T h e treaty of Cordova , 
which confirmed it, was signed in that city between the 
Spanish Genera l O'Donoju and D o n Agust in Yturbide , 
in August 1821, and consisted of seventeen articles. 

B y the first, Mexico was to be acknowledged as a free 
and independent nation, under the title of the Mexican 
empire. 
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' B y the second, its government was to be a constitutional 
numi i rdnv 

B y the third, Ferdinand V i l , Catholic K i n g of Spain, 
was called to the throne of Mexico; and should he renounce 
or refuse the throne, it was offered to his brother the 
Infant Don Car los , and under the same circumstances, to 
each brother in succession. 

B y the fourth, the emperor was to fix his court in 
Mexico, which was to be considered the capital of the 
empire. 

B y the fifth, two commissioners named by O'Donoju 
were to pass over to the Spanish court, to place the copy 
of the treaty and of the accompanying exposition in his 
majesty's hands, to serve him as an antecedent, until the 
Cortes should offer him the crown with all formality; 
requesting him to inform the Infantes of the order in which 
they were named; interposing his influence in order th.'it 
fhe Emperor of Mexico should be one of his august house, 
for the interest of both nations, and that the Mexicans 
might add this link to the chain of friendship which united 
them with the Spaniards. 

By the s ixth, a J a u l a of the li isl men in Mexico; liist 
by their virtues, position, fortune, etc., was to be naimd, 
sunicienl in number to ensure success in their resolutions 
by the union of so much talent and i n í o n n u l i o i i . 

By the seventh, this Junta lakes the name of the 
Administrative Provincial Junta. 

B y the eighth, O ' D o n o j u was named member o í this 
Junta . 

B y the ninth, this Junta was to name a president. 
B y the tenth, it was to inform the public of its installa

tion, and of the motives which had caused it to meet. 
By the eleventh, this assembly was to name a regency, 

composed of three persons, to compose the executive power, 
and to govern in the name of the monarch, until his arrival. 

By the twelfth, the Junta was then to govern conform
ably to lite laws, in everything which did not oppose the 
plan of Igunla, ami till the Corles had formed lhe con
stitution of the state. 

By the thirteenth, the regency, as soon as they were 
named, wore to proceed to the convocation of the Corlea, 
according to the method decrcod by the provisional Junta. 

B y the fourteenth, the executive power was to reside in 
the regency—the legislative in the Cortes—but until the 
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reunion of the Cortes , the legislative power was to he 
tixcrriscti by (lie Juni ;i. 

By the i i i tcenlh, J i l l persons belonging- Lo lhe eom-
munity, the system of government being changed, or the 
country passing into the power of another prince, were 
perfectly at liberty to transport themselves and their 
fori unes wherever they chose, etc., etc. 

By the sixteenth, this does not hold good in regard to 
the military or public employ é s disaffected to the Mexican 
independence; they will leave the empire within the term 
prescribed by the regency, etc., etc. 

liy the seventeenth and last, as the occupation of the 
capital by the peninsula troops is an obstacle to the real-
iiiation of the treaty, this difficuky must be vanquished; 
but as the chief of the imperial army desires to br ing this 
about, not by force, but by gentler means, Genera l 
O'Donoju offers to employ his authority with the troops, 
that they may leave the capital without any effusion of 
blood, and by an honourable treaty. T h i s treaty was 
signed by Vturbide and O'Donoju . 

l i a d lliis pliin of Iguala taken effccl, what would have 
been the result in Mexico :* what ÍLS presen I comlilion Y . . . 

T h i s being Sunday, and a fete-day, a man was murdered 
close by our door, in a qimn'rl brought about probably 
through the iniluence of pulque, or rather of v h i i t g u i r i i t ' . 
If they did not so often end in deadly quarrel , there would 
be nothing so amusing as to watch the Indians gradually 
becoming a little intoxicated. They are at first so polite 
—handing the pulque-jar to their fair companions (fair 
being taken in the general or l^ichivichiun sense of the 
word); a lways taking off their hats to each other, and if 
they meet a woman, kiss ing her hand with an humble bow 
as if she were a duchess;—but these same women are 
sure to be the cause of a quarrel , and then out come these 
horrible knives—and then, A d i o s l 

It is impossible to conceive anything more humble and 
polite than the common country-people. Men and women 
stop and wish you a good day, flic men holding lheir hais 
in their hands, and all showing their white teeth, and faces 
l ightCKI up by careless good-nature. I regret to stale, 
however, that to-day there are a great many women quite 
as tipsy as the men, returning home after the fete, and 
increasing the distance to their village, by taking a z igzag 
direction through the streets. . . . 
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S e ñ o r C i i ñ e d o , Secretin-)- of Stntc, ÍKIS formally^ »»-

nounccd his i i i tcntion ol? rcs iyniny. CerLainly t l i ç s i tua
tion of premier in Mexico, at this moment, is f a r from 
enviable, and the more distinguished and c lear -headed 
the individual, the more plainly he perceives t h e im
possibility of remedying- the thickly-gathering- ev i l s w h i c h 
crowd the polit ical horizon. "Revolut ion," says S e ñ o r 
de "has fol lowed revolution since the Independence ; 
no stable government has yet been established. H a d it 
been so, Mexico would have offered to our eyes a pheno
menon unknown until now in the world—that of a people , 
without previous preparation, passing at once to g o v e r n 
themselves by democrat ical institutions." 

28th.—We drove out to the P a ñ o n , a natural bo i l ing 
fountain, where there are baths, which a r c c o n s i d e r e d a 
universal remedy, a pool of Bcthesda, but an e spec ia l one 
for rheumatic complaints . T h e baths arc a square of low 
stone buildings, w i t h a church—each building c o n t a i n i n g 
five or six empty rooms, in one of which is a square bath . 
T h e idea seems to have been to form a sort of d w e l l i n g -
house for different families, as each bath has a s m a l l 
kitchen attached to it. L i k e most great ideas of S p a n i s h 
days, it is now in a state of perfect desolation, t h o u g h 
people still flock there for various complaints. W h e n one 
goes, there to bathe, it is necessary to carry a m a t t r e s s , 
to lie down on w h e n you leave the hath, linen, a b o t t l e of 
cold water, of which there is not a drop in the p l a c e , and 
which is part icular ly necessary for an invalid in c a s e of 
ffuntness--in short everything that you may require . A 
poor family live there to take charge of the b a t h s , and 
there is a smal l tavern where they sell spirits and p u l q u e ; 
and occasionally a padre comes on Sunday to say m a s s in 
the old church. 

W e were amused by meeting there with Genera l 
and his family, who had brought with them a whole c o a c h 
load of provisions, besides mattresses, sheets, etc. T h e 
road to the P e ñ ó n crosses the most dreary plain i tvmgin-
able. Behind the ba ihs are two volcanic hills; a n d the 
view of Mexico and of the great volcanoes from t h i s is 
magnificent. I t is the most solitary of buildings; not a 
tree to be seen in its environs; these volcanic rocks b e h i n d 
— M e x i c o fronting it- -the great lakes near il • to the: r i g h t 
Guadalupe—to the left San Angel , San Agustin, a n d the 
mountains which bound the valley. The Indian f a m i l y 
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who live there nvv. liíindsonn-, savages; and lhe girl who 
attended me at the hath spoke an extraordhiary jargou, 
half Spanish , half Indian, but was a fine specimen ,of 
savage good looks. T h e water is extremely w a r m , and 
my curiosity to try its temperature was very soon satisfied. 

These boiling springs are said to contain sulphate of 
lime, carbonic acid, and muriate of,soda, and the Indians 
make salt in their neighbourhood, precisely as they did 
tn the time of Montezuma, with the difference, as Hum-1 
boldt informs us, that then they used vessels of clay, and 
now they use copper caldrons. The solitary-looking baths 
are ornamented with odd-looking heads of cats or 
monkeys, which grin down upon you with a mixture of 
the sinister arad facetious rather appalling. 

T h e S e ñ o r a de insisted on my partaking of her 
excellent luncheon after the bath. W e could not help 
thinking, were these baths in the hands of some enter
prising and speculative Y a n k e e , what a fortune he would! 
make ; how he would build an hotel à la Sarratoga , would 
paper the rooms, and otherwise beautify this uncouth 
temple of boiling water. 

T h e r e is an indescribable feeling of solitude in , all 
houses in the environs of Mexico, a vastness, a desolation, 
such as I never before experienced in the most lonely 
dwellings in other countries. I t is not sad—the sky .is 
too bright, and nature too smiling, and the air we inhale 
too pure for that. It is a sensation of being entirely^ out 
of the world, and alone with a giant nature, surrounded 
by faint traditions of a bygone race; and the feeling is 
not diminished, when the silence is broken by the footstep 
of the passing Indian, the poor and debased descendant 
of thiit extraordinary and mysterious people, who came, 
we know not whence, and whose posterity are now 
"hewers of wood and drawers of water," on the soil where 
they once were monarchs. 

In Chapultepec especially, near as it is to a large and 
populous city, the traditions of the past come so strongly 
upon the mind, that one would rather look for the appari
tion of a whole band of these inky-haired adder-anointed 
priests of Montezuma, than expect to meet with the 
benevolent-looking archbishop, who, in purple robes, 
occasionally walks under the shade of the majestic 
cypresses. 

All Mexicans at present, men and women, are engaged 
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in what are called the desagravios, a public penance per
formed ;if Ihis season in lhe c h i u d i c s , during thirly-iivc 
days. The women allend church in the morning', no men 
being permitted to enter, and the men in the evening, 
when women are not admitted. Both rules are occasionally 
broken. T h e penitence of the men is most severe, their 
sins being no doubt proportionably greater than those of 
the women ; though it is one of the few countries where 
they suffer for this, or seem to act upon the principle, 
that " i f all men had their descrls , who should esciipe 
whipping? " 

To-day we intended lhe morning penitence al six o'clock, 
in the church of S a n I'Yancisco; the hardest pari of wlm li 
was their having to kneel for about ten minutes with their 
arms extended in the form of a cross, uttering groans; ;i 
most painful position for any length of time. It is ;i 
profane thought, but I dare say so many hundreds oí 
beautifully-formed arms and hands were seldom seen 
extended at the same moment before. Gloves not being 
worn in church, and many of the women having short 
sleeves, they were very much seen. 

But the other night I was present at a much stranger 
scene, at the discipline performed by the men ; admission 
having" been procured for us, by certain means, - private 
but powerful. Accordingly, when it was dark, enveloped 
from head lo fool in large cloaks, and wilhoul the slightest 
idea of what it was, we went on foot through the streets 
to the church of San Agustin. W h e n we arrived, a small 
nide-door a p p a m i l i y opened of itself, and we enfered, pass
ing through long- vaulted passages, and up steep winding 
stairs , till we found ourselves in a small railed gallerv, 
looking down directly upon the church. T h e scene was 
curious. About one hundred and lifly men, enveloped in 
c loaks and sarapes, their faces entirely concealed, were 
assembled in the body of the church. A monk had just 
mounted the pulpit, and the church was dimly lighted, 
except where he stood in bold relief, with his gray robes 
and cowl thrown back, giving- a full view of his high bahl 
forehead and expressive face. 

' I l l s discourse was a rude but very forcible and eloquent 
description of the torments prepared in hell for impenitent 
s inners. T h e effect of (lie whole was very solemn. It 
appeared like a preparation for the execution of a multi
tude of condemned criminals . ' W h e n the discourse was 
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fmUlied, they all joined in prayer willi much í e r v o u r and 
cnll iusiasm, beating- their breasts and fall ing upon their 
faces. Then the monk stood np, and in a very distinct 
voice, read several passages o í scripture descriptive of 
the suffering's of Chris t . T h e organ then struck up the 
Miserere, and all of a sudden the church was plunged in 
profound darkness ; all but a sculptured representation of 
the C r u e i f m o n , which seemed to hang in the air i l lumin
ated. I felt rather frightened, and would have been very 
glad to leave the church, but it would have been impossible 
in the darkness. Suddenly, a terrible voice in the dark 
cried, " M y brothers ! when Chr i s t was fastcnod to the 
pillar by the Jews, hu was A c n u r g c d ! " At these words, 
the bright figure disappeared, and the darkness became 
total. Suddenly, we heard the sound of hundreds of 
scourges descending upon the bare flesh. I cannot con
ceive anything more horrible. Before ten minutes had 
passed, the sound became splashing, from the blood that 
was flowing. 

I have heard of these penitences in I ta l ian churches , 
and also that half of those who go there do not really 
scourge themselves; but here where there is such perfect 
concealmeul, there seems no motive for deception, i n 
credible as it may seem, this awful penance continued, 
without intermission, for half an h o u r ! I f they scourged 
euvh olhar, their energy might be less astonishing. 

W e could not leave the church, but it was perfectly 
s ickening; and had I not been able to take hold of the 
Srnot .i 's hand, and feci somelhing human beside me, 
I could have fancied myself transported into a congrega
tion of evil spirits. Now and then, but very seldom, a 
suppressed groan was heard, and occasionally the voice 
of the monk encouraging them by ejaculations, or by short 
passages from Scripture. Sometimes the organ struck 
up, and the poor wretches, in a faint voice, tried to join 
in the Miserere. T h e sound of the scourging is indescrib
able. At the end of half an hour a little bell was rung , 
and the voice of the monk was heard, cal l ing upon them 
to desist; but such was their enthusiasm, that the horrible 
lashing continued louder and fiercer than ever. 

In vain he entreated them not lo kill themselves; and 
assured them that heaven would be satisfied, and that 
human nature could not endure beyond a certain point. 
No answer, but the loud sound of the scourges, which are 
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many of tht.n of iron, with sharp points that enter the 
flesh. At length, as if they were perfectly exhausted, the 
sound grew fainter, and little by little ceased altogether. 
W e then got up in the dark, and, with great ditticuky, 
groped our way in flu1 pitrh diukncss through the gidícries 
tí mi down llii! f i t f d i j i , 111! wo i c n h t i l tin; d i t u i , ¡niel I n u l 

the pleasure of feeling the fresh air again. T h e y say that 
the church-floor is frequently covered with blood after one 
of these penances, and that a man died the other day in 
consequence of his wounds. 

I then went to the house of the minister, where 
there was a reunion, and where I found the company com
fortably engaged in eating a very famous kind of German 
snliid, couiposod of hernngs, smnhcd siilmon, cold pota
toes, and apples; (siitiiiagumli r') ;ind drinking hoi punch. 
After the cold, darkness, and horrors of the church, this 

'formed rather a eonlrasf.; and it was some time he fort* 
I could shake off the disagreeable impression left by the 
desagravios, and join in the conversation. . . . 

Along with this you will receive nonu: Mexican airs, 
which I have written by ear from hearing them played, 

'and of some of which I gave you the words in a former 
letter. 
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L l i T T K R T I Í K T W I Í N T Y - S E V K N T I ] 

F è t e - d a y — F r i e n d l y H i n t — P r e c a u t i o n s — G e n e r a l T r a n q u i l l i t y — P r e s i 
dent in S a n A g u s t i n — R e v i s i t M u s e u m — A n c i e n t M a n u s c r i p t s — 
S c u l p t u r e — B r o n z e l i u s t , e t c . — F r e s h n e s s after R a i n — B a l l at the 
F r e n c h M i n i s t e r ' s — P a m p h l e t — G u t i e r r e z Est rada-— H i s C h a r a c t e r 
—Concealment—Mexicalsittgo—Minister of the T r e a s u r y — A r c h 
b ishop 's P e r m i s s i o n — P a i n t i n g s — M e x i c a n P a i n t e r s — S a n t a T e r e s a 
— D e s c r i p t i o n of the I n t e r i o r — T h e P e n i t e n c e s — T o r t u r e s — D i s 
cipl ines, e t c . — S u p p e r — P r o f a n e B a l l a d s — M o n a s t e r i e s — S a n F r a n 
cisco— i ' tuln- P r i o r—Sold iers and F r i a r s . 

October 3 r d . 
YESTKKDAY being C n's f ô t o d a y , we had a dinner and 
small soiree, and according to custom, visits the whole 
day. A very agreeable guest from H a v a n a , D o n J — — 
A——-, arrived to spend a few weeks with us. W e had 
rather a pleasant party, and some g-ood s ing ing; but just 
as dancing had begun, C n took me aside, and showed 
me a little friendly note which he had received while at 
dinner, from General — — , in which he informs him that 
the robbers would in all probability attack our respective 
houses that night; that he had taken his precautions, and 
advises C — — n to do the same, in the understanding that, 
if necessary, they should mutuaily assist each other. A 
pleasant piece of intelligence ! T h e thing got whispered 
about, and some of the ladies looked a little blank at the 
information; but there could be no risk while so many 
persons were collected. About one they went away, and 
C — — n sent for some soldiers to keep watch all night. 
Nothing happened, as no doubt the robbers found out 
what precautions had been taken. T h e intended attack 
had been discovered by a servant of the general's, who 
heard them discussing the matter in the back-room of a 
pulque-shop. 

W e have been obliged to procure two old soldiers as 
porters, in lieu of the two who were shot in the revolution; 
for though not killed, they arc entirely disabled for the 
p l < t . ' > l * M l . 

Mexico appears particularly quiet just now; and what
ever s lorms may he preparing, no sympioms arc visible 
to the uninitiated eye. T h e palace has got in its g lass 
eyes again, and externally is almost entirely repaired; 
but it is not yet fit for the residence of the president, who 
still liflifs Jn\ cony! in (lie convent of San A g u s t í n . Í 
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have been driving about with our H a v a n a friend, like an 
old resident, showing- the beauties of Mexico to a stranger. 
W e have been in the Miner ía , Museum, Botanical .Garden, 
B i s c a y College, etc., all of which can bear revision. 

T h e Museum especially^ which, owing to the want of 
arrangement and classification in the antiquities, and 
the manner in which they are crowded together in the 
different; rooms of the university, appears at first unde
serving of much attcnlion, improves upnn acquain(mice. 
I t is only since the year '25 that it was established by 
the government, mid various plans have been since made 
for enriching and arranging it, and also for l iansporl ing 
it to the old building of the Inquisition. Hut as yet 
nothing essential has been carried into effect. 

I t Contains upwards of two hundred Jiislorieal manu
scripts, some in hleroglyphical characters anterior to the 
conquest, and many in the different ancient languages of 
the country. O f the ancient sculpture, it possesses two 
colossal statues and many smaller ones, besides a variety 
of busts, heads, figures of animals, masks , and instru
ments of music or of war, curiously engraved, and indicat
ing the different degrees of civilization of lhe different 
nations to whom they belongod. A great many of (he 
vases of tecal, and of the candlesticks in clay, curiously 
worked, were drawn from excavations in the Is le of 
Sacrifices, near V e r a C r u z , from O a j a c a , etc., and from' 
the suburbs of Mexico. There is also a collection of very 
ancient medals to the number of six hundred, a bronze 
bust of Philip V , and about two hundred Mexican paint
ings , comprehending two collections of the portraits of 
the Spanish viceroys, many of the celebrated Cabrera's , 
and various dresses, arms, and utensils, from both the 
Cal i fornias . I n the cabinet of natural history there is a 
good collection of minerals, and some very fine specimens 
of gold and silver. But in the animal or vegetable branch 
of natural history there is a g reat deficiency, and altogether 
the museum is not worthy of a country which seems 
dostincd by unture to In* lhe ^ I C J I I riupoittnu o| all ual innl 
science. 

O f course we have revisited old Chajniltepee and Our 
L a d y of Guadalupe, with her Legend and Holy W e l l . In 
the morning we have rode to T a c u b a y a and the environs, 
and the weather at that early hour has the most indescrib
able freshness, caused by the evening rains. Every th ing 
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looks bright and sparkl ing. T h e Peruv ian trees,, w i t h 
their bending green branches and bunches of scarlet: 
berries, glitter with the heavy rain-drops, and even the; 
hoary cypresses of Chapultepec sparkle with water in all 
their g igantic branches. Li t t le pools have become ponds, 
and ditches rivulets, and frequently it is rather wading; 
than riding, which is not so pleasant. 

2 4 t h . — L a s t evening, we had a very pretty ball in the: 
house of the F r e n c h minister, where all the Par i s f u r n i - , 
lure was very effective. There were as usual plenty i ofi 
diamonds, and some h í i n d s o m e dresses—mine white sat in, , 
will) Jlowcrs. 

2 5 t h . — T h e whole world is talking of a pamphlet writteni 
by S e ñ o r Gutierrez E s t r a d a , which has just appeared, and; 
seems likely to cause a grentcr sensation in Mexico thani 
the discovery of the gunpowder plot in E n g l a n d . Its sum. 
and substance is the proposal of a constitutional Monarchy 
in Mexico, with a foreign prince (not named) at its head,, 
as the only remedy for the evils by which it is afflicted.. 
The pamphlet is written merely in a speculative form, ; 
inculcating no sanguinary measures, or sudden revolution; , 
but the consequences are likely to be most disastrous. toi 
the fearless and publie-spinled author. E v e n those whoi 
most question his prudence in taking this step, agree that 
in this , as well as in every other political action of his life,', 
he has acted from thorough conviction and from motives-
of the purest patriotism, unalloyed by one personal feel--
ing; indeed, entirely throwing behind him every considera-i' 
tion of personal or family interest, which even, the best, 
men allow to have some weight with them on suchr 
occasions. 

I n a political review of Mexico, written some years ago 
by a Mexican who deals fearlessly, and it would seem 
impartially, with the characters of al l the leading men of', 
that period, I find some remarks on S e ñ o r Gutierrez 
E s t r a d a , which you wi l l place more faith in, as coming; 
from a less partial source than from persons s ò attached 
as we H I T , io him and his family. In spc. iking of the 
conduct of the administration, lie says— '* Scflur Gul icrroz 
E s t r a d a was one of the few who remained firm in his ideas, 
and above all, true to his political engagements. T h i s 
citizen is a native of the State of Y u c a t a n , where his; 
family, who are distinguished in every point of view,., 
reside. I t is unnecessary to say that Gutierrez recelvedt 
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a thorough and brilliant education, as it is sullicient to 
have conversed with him to discover this fact; nor that 
he knew how to turn it to account in the career of public 
service to which he devoted himself, and in which he has 
remained pure and unblemished in the midst of a corrupt 
class. F r o m the iirst he was destined to the European 
legations, on account of his fluency in speaking and writing 

. both E n g l i s h and F r e n c h ; and he is one of the few who 
have employed their time usefully in the capitals of the 
Old W o r l d . Flexible by nature, honourable by education, 
and expeditious in business, his services have been per
fect, and above al l , loyal and conscientious." H e goes 
on to say that, "notwithstanding the gentleness of his 
temper, his political conscience is so l inn and pure, that 
he will never yield in what he considers his obligation, 
even when it interferes with the most i n t í m a t e friends hips, 
or most weighty considerations." One would think that 
the writer had foreseen the present emergency. 1 have 
not yet read the pamphlet which the friends of t h e uulhor 
OOHbhlpr f i t I (-<| 1 l i t ) p i u n i i > | III.', n i ) ! t i c . I m lepe 1 KIL'1 i c e , bold 
patriotism, and vast information; being, to say the truth, 
much more internifed in il.s (loitirslic r f irr l : , ( k m in it;, 
public results, or even its intrinsic merits. 

26th .—Soldiers were sent to the house of the Countess 
de la C a, to arrest her son-in-law, but in compliance 
with the entreaties of his family, he had gone into con
cealment. I found them in great affliction, but they are 
so accustomed to political persecution from one party or 
another, particularly the countess, that her courage has 
never deserted her for a moment. He is accused in Con
gress— in the senafe-hoiiNc 11 pmrhmiiitmn is made by 
the president, anathematizing his principles even the 
printer of the pamphlet is thrown into prison. Nothing 
else is spoken of, and the general irritation is so terrible, 
that it is to be hoped his place of concealment is secure; 
otherwise the consequences may be fatal. 

O n pretend that many distinguished men here hold the 
same opinions, but their voices, even were they to venture 
to raise them, could not stem the tide of public indigna
tion. T h e most offended are naturally the military men. 
. . . In short, S e ñ o r Gutierrez, who has been passing 
four years abroad, in countries where hundreds of obscure 
scribblers daily advocate republicanism or any wild theory 
t tmt H i l i U en their i ' ¿ t m - y , \ v i i 11 t i n - m o s t p n I < 1 I • 11 u j d 
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was probably hardly aware of the extraordinary ferment 
which such a pamphlet was likely to produce at the present 
juncture. 

2 7 t h . — A few days before S e ñ o r A left us, we went 
up the canal in a canoe, as far as Santa Ani ta , to show 
him all that remains of the Chinampas . I t is as pleasant 
a way of pass ing an evening as any that I know of here. 

W e drove lately to Mexicalsingo, where there is a cave 
in which there is a figure of our Saviour, which they 
pretend has lately appeared there. 

T h e excitement concerning the pamphlet seems rather 
to increase than diminish, but S e ñ o r Gutierrez has many 
devotod friends, and the place of his retreat is secure. 
There is little doubt that he will be forced to fly the 
count ry. 

2 9 t h . S e ñ o r Don X a v i e r I l echavarr ia , Minister of the 
Treasury , has sent in his resignation. Be ing a man of 
large private fortune, extremely simple in his habits, and 
flic nu i:-1 ¡ I IHÍÜMC i>l men in duinrs l ir life, f Ix-lirvr that 

¡I no iuinistcr lias ever l luown oil" with more unaffected 
f sal isfarl ion lhe Inndrn of stnti; affairs, or will enjoy his 

rclrcat lunn public lilt: wilh more (rue philosophy. 
I have been so much interested in the affairs of the 

C a family, that I have forgotten to tell you of my 
having obtained permission from the archbishop to visit 
the Santa T e r e s a , accompanied by one young married 
lady, who has a sister there. T h e archbishop desired 
that our visit should be kept a secret; but it has oozed 
out by some means or other, probably through the nuns 
themselves, and exposed him to so tmieh inconvenience 
and y.ut-U a Iturent of Hi>liei|;ilions I'roni those ladies who, 
having daughters or sisters amongst the nuns, are 
naturally most desirous to see them, that I fear, notwith
standing his good nitttire, he will put a veto on all my 

f future applications. Y o u will think I pass my time in 
convents, but I find no other places half so interesting, 
and you know I always had a fancy that way. 

I n some of these convents there still exist, buried alive 
; like the inmates, various fine old paint ings; amongst 
i others, some of the F l e m i s h school, brought to Mexico 

by the monks, at the time when the L o w Countries 
" were under Spanish dominion. Many masters also of 

the Mexican school, such as Knriqtiez, Ci ibrera, etc. , 
I K I V C r m i r l i r d iln- c l n i s t c i ' s u'ílh l l i e i r prodnefinns, and 
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employed their talent on holy subjects, such as the lives 
of the saints, the martyrs , and other Christ ian subjects. 
Everywhere , especially, there arc C a b r e r a s , an artist 
somewhat in the L u c a Giordano style; the same monotony, 
facility, and " / a p r e s t o L u c a ! " AU his pictures are agree
able, and some Ktnkinj;ly beautiful. OixasionuHy lie copies 
from the old musters, but rarely. Ximenes and linriqucz 
are not so common, and some of their productions arc 
very good, and deserve to be better known than I imagine 
they are in Europe. T h e y are a branch of the Spanisli 
school, and afford slriUing proofs of lho extntordinary 
talent, of the Mexicans for the line arts, as well as oí the 
facilities which the mother-country afforded them. 

But it is in the convent of the Profesa that the finest 
paintings are, and there I cannot enter ! The galleries 
a r c full of paintings, the most part by C a b r e r a ; and 
C — — n speaks with enthusiasm of one exceedingly 
beautiful painting, in the sacristy of the chapel, said to be 
an original Guido, being a representation of Chr i s t tied 
to the pillar and scourged; in which the expression of 
jiut'tl idivinily nnd rmllrnng hiimiiiiily (inrly blemltxl, and 
well contrasted with savage cruelty in the countenances 
of his executioners, Hut most of these pain l ings are 
neglected, and so falling to decay that it is pitiable to look 
at them. 

The Santa Teresa , however, has few ornaments. It is 
not nearly so large as the E n c a r n a c i ó n , and admits but 
twenty-one nuns. A t present there are, besides these, but 
three novices. I ts very atmosphere seems holy, and its 
scrupulous and excessive cleanness makes all profane 
dwellings appear dirty by comparison. W e were accom
panied by a bishop, S e ñ o r Madrid , the .same who assisted 
lit lho iiielihi.'diop'n mnMnni l iun a guixl--louliing mini, 
young and tall, and very splendidly dressed. H i s robes 
were of purple satin, covered with fine point-lace, with a 
large cross of diamonds and amethysts. l i e also wore a 
cloak of very fine purple cloth, lined with crimson velvet, 
crimson stockings, and an immense amethyst ring. 

. W h e n he came in we found that the nuns had permis
sion to put up their veils, rarely allowed in this order in 
the presence of strangers. T h e y have a small garden and 
fountain, plenty of flowers, and some fruit, but all is on 
a smaller scale, and sadder than in the convent of the 
Incarnation. T h e refectory i s ' a large room, with a long 
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narrow tabic running; all round i t—a plain deal table, with 
wooden benches; before the place of each nun, an earthen 
bowl, an earthen.cup with an apple in it, a wooden pJate. 
and a wooden spoon ; at the top of the table a gr inning 

J skull, to remind them that even these indulgences they, 
f skill m>L lonj; enjoy. 

In one comer of the room is a reading-desk, a sort of 
! elevated pulpit, where one reads aloud from some holy, 
, book, whilst the others discuss their simple fare. T h e y 
; showed us a crown of thorns, which, on certain days, is 
worn by one of their number, by way of penance. I t is 
made of iron, so (.hat (he nails enleriiig* inwards, run into, 
the head, and make it blecid. Whi le she wears this on 
her head, a sort of wooden hit is put into her mouth, and. 
she lies prostrate on her face till dinner is ended; and 
while in this condition her food is given her, of which she 
eats as much as she can, which probably is none. 

W e visited the different cells, and were horror-struck 
at the self-inflicted tortures. E a c h bed consists of a. 
wooden plank raised in the middle, and on days of peni-
I c n r o rrosM-d b y wooden b ; i i s . T h r pillow is wooden, with 
a cross lying on it, which they hold in their hands when 
they lie down, T h e nun lies on this penitential couch, cm-, 
bracing the cross, and her feet hanging out, as the bed is-
made too shoj l for her upon principle. Round her waist 
she occasionally wears a band with iron points turning, 
inwards ; on her breast a cross with nails, of which the 
points enter the flesh, of the truth of which I had melan-v 
choly ocular demonstration. T h e n , after having scourged, 
herself with a whip covered with iron nails, she lies down 
for a few hours on the wooden bars, and rises at four 
o'clock. All tiicse instruments of disciplino, which each 
/um keep.-i in a If! fie b o x br..'>idr. Ju-.r bed, look H H if iboir 
fitting place would be in the dungeons of the Inquisit-
tion. They made mo try their bed and board, which I . 
told them would give me a very decided taste for early 
rising. 

Yet they all seem as cheerful as possible, though it must, 
be confessed that many of them look pale and unhealthy. 
It is said, that when they are strong enough to stand this 
mode of life, they live very long; but it frequently happens' 
that girls who come into this convent, are obliged to leave 
it from sickness, long before the expiratiqn of their, 
novitiate. I met with the girl whom I had seen take the 
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veil, and cannot say thai she looked either well or cheerful, 
though she assured me, that " o í course, in doin^ the will 
of Ood," she was both. There was not much heiiut) 
amongst thein generally, though one or two had remains 
of great loveliness. My friend, the Madre A , is hand
somer on a closer view than I had supposed her, ami 
seems an especial favourite with old and young, liul 
there was one whose face must have been strikingly 
beautiful. She was as pale as marble, and (hough still 
young, srenu-d in very delicate health; but her eyes and 
eyebrows as black as jet, -the eyes so large and soi l , lhe 
eyebrows two pencilled arches; and her smiles so resigned 
and sweet, would have made Iter the loveliest imnk-l 
imaginable for a Madonna. 

Again, as in the Incarnation, (hey had taken the troubk 
(o prepMie . u i elegant Mtppr.r fm \\^. T h e hi.shop took his 
place in an antique velvet chair, the S e ñ o r a and I 
were placed on each side of him. T h e room was vet) 
well lighted, and there was as great a profusion u( 
custards, jellies, and ices, as if we had been supping at 
the most profane cajá. The nuns did not sit down, but 
walked about, pressing us to cat, the bishop now and then 
giving them cakes, with permission to eat them, which 
they received laughing. They have the most' humble 
and caressing manners, and really appear to be the 
most amiable and excellent women in the world. They 
seem to make no ostentation of virtue, but to be seriously 
impressed with the conviction that they have chosen tin-
true road to salvation; nor are there in them any visible 
symptoms of that spiritual pride from which few devotees 
are exempt. 

After supper a small harp was brought, in, which had 
been sent for by the bishop's permission. ¡1 was terribly 
out of lime, wilh half lhe slrings broke; but we were 
determined to grudge no trouble in putting it in order, 
and giving these poor recluses what they considered so 
great a gratification. W e got it into some sort of con
dition at last, and when they heard it played, they were 
vehement in their expressions of delight. The Señora 

, who has a charming voice, afterwards sang to them, 
the bishop being very indulgent, and permitting us to 
select whatever songs wc chose, so that when rather a 
profane canticle, " T h e Virg in of the P i l l a r " ( L a Virgen 
del Pi lar) , was sung, lie very kindly turned a deaf ear to 
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it, and scorned busily ongagcd in conversation with an old 
madre, till it was all over. 

W c wcru really sorry to leave them; particularly as it is 
next to impossible that we shall ever see them again ; and 
it seemed as if in a few hours a friendship had been formed 
between us and these recluses, whose sensations are so 
few, they must be the more lasting. The thoughts of 
these poor women cost me a sad and sleepless night. 
Thc.y have sent me some wax figures, dressed in the 
costumes of the diflcrenl. orders, begimung with their own. 
They wear lhe coarsesl and hardest sUiff next their s l í ín , 
ia itself a pcrpelu.'d pen.inro. 

In these robes they are buried; and one would think 
that if any human being can ever leave this world without 
a feeling of regret, it must be a nun of the Santa Teresa , 
when, her privations in (his world ended, she lays down 
her blameless life, and joins the pious sisterhood who 
have gone before her; dying where she lias lived, sur
rounded by her companions, her last hours soothed by 
their prayers and tears, sure of their vigils for the repose 
of her soul, and above all , sure that neither pleasure nor 
vanity will ever obliterate her remembrance from their 
hearts. 

At matins, at vespers, at the simple board, at the nightly 
hymn, she will be missed from their train. Her empty 
cell will recall her to their eyes; her dust will be profaned 
by no stranger's footstep, and though taken away she still 
seems to remain amongst them. . . . 

As for the monasteries, not only no woman can enter, 
but it is said, with what truth I know not, that a vice-
qucen having insisted on the privilege of her vice-royalty 
to enter, the gallery and every place which her footsteps 
desecrated were unpaved. T h i s was very Saint Senanus 
like, aiul pau tfalunt, to say lhe least. 

T h e finest convent of monks in Mexico is that of S a n 
Francisco, which from alms alone has an immense annual 
rent. According to Humboldt, it was to have been built 
upon the ruins of the temple of Huitzilopoclitli, the god of 
war; but these ruins having been destined for the founda
tion of the cathedral, this immense convent was erected 
where it now stands, in 1531. The founder was an extra
ordinary man, a great benefactor of the Indians, and to 
whom they owed many useful mechanical arts which he 
hiought them from Europe. His name was F r a y Pedro 
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f a n t e — h i s calling that of a lay-fr iar—and his fatiar 

s t h e E m p e r o r Charles V ! 
wa^ry£ t h e interior of this convent I am enabled to give you 

a'rt i&J description, but whether from hearsay, in a vision, 
a " i j V \ h c of my n a l m a l eyes, 1 sliall not disclose. It 
? r j j ^ i l t î 1 the form of a square, and has live churches 
a t t a c h e d to it. Y o u enter a gate, pass through the great, 
s i l e n t , a n d grass-grown court—up die broad stairea.si.-, 
a n d e n t e r the long, arched cloisters, l ighlrd hy one dim 
la i i ip> w h o r e everyl lung seems to breathe a religkms 
r e p o s e . • - • 

T h e p a d r e prior, seated alone in his cell , with a thick 
a n d r i c h l y - c l a s p e d volume before him, a single lamp on 
his í a b U - , on lilt: wall a (Tiicilix, plain luil decent fuiniaiiT, 
w i t h h i s b a l d head, and pale, impressive face, would have 
m a d e a fine study for a painter. B y such men, the embers, 
of l e a r n i n t í : and of science were nursed into a faint but 
s t e a d y l l a m e , burning through the long, gloomy night oí 
the d a r k ages , unseen by profane eyes, like the vestal 
fire i n p n f j a n temples. . . . 

A s m a l l room, opening into his little parlour, contains 
his b e d , o n which is a mattress; for the padres do net 
p e r f o r m s u c h acts of self-denial and penitence as the 
c l o i s t e r e d nuns—and I am assured that his cigars arc 
g e n u i n e H a v a n a . . . . 

B e g g a r s lounging in the courtyard- a group of monks 
t a l k i n g toge ther within the walled enclosure. . . . 

C h a n g e the scene to the monastery of San Agustin, 
and y o u m i g h t fancy yourself in the days of one of Wnllcr 
S c u l l ' a romnneuN, in the iiuUtintfa of soldiers and Iriars; 
for h e r e h i s Excellency the President has his temporary 
abode ; a n d the torch-light gleams brightly on the swarthy 
faces o f t h e soldiers, some lying on the ground enveloped 
in t h e i r c l o a k s ; others keeping guard before the convent 
gate . T h i s convent is also very large, but not so im
m e n s e a s t h a t of San Franc i sco . T h e padre prior is a 
good l i t t l e old man , but has not the impressive, ascetic 
visag-e o f t h e guardian of the other convent. Hi s room is 
a s - s i m p l e , - t h o u g h not in such perfect order; and his bed 
is a l s o f a m i s h e d with a comfortable mattress. An air 
half m i l i t a r y , half monkish, pervades the convent—aides-
d e - c a m p o f the president passing along the galleries, their 
u n i f o r m s c o n t r a s t i n g with the dark robe of a passing 
m o n k , r e t u r n i n o - at nie-htfall to his cell. 
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The president had an alarm the night preceding, the 

prisoners in the jai l having' broken out. A serious affray 
had been expected, and everything; was prepared for 
putting- the person of the president in safety. T h e back 
stairs and .secret passages in these old convents lead to 
excellent hiding-places, and have been put to frequent 
use during' the revolutions. I n the old Monte Pio there 
is a communication with a convent of nuns, and in cases 
of p M I í i f í C , lhe jewels used to be carried by a private stair
case out of Monte i'io, and placed under the care of the 
nuns of Santa Brigpda. 

The convent of L a Profesa is also a fine and spacious 
building, but excepting that it has a greater number of 
k'oud paintings lltiin l h e others, when you have seen one, 
you have seen all, and I believe none are as large as that 
founded by the illegitimate scion of the Imperial Char les , 
who himself ended his days in a similar retreat. 

L E T T E R T H E T W E N T Y - E I G H T H 

Día de Muer los—Leave Mexico—11 criaderos—San C r i s t o b a l — T u n a s 
— P l a z a de T o m s — T h r o w i n g ' the L a s o — A c c i d e n t s — R u s t i c B r e a k 
f a s t — C o u n t r y F a r e — - B a k e d M e a t — I n d i a n M a r k e t — B u r i e d B u l l — 
M o u n t a i n — S o l i t a r y Hacienda—Reyes—Mules m a r k e d — R e t u r n — 
Queen of S p a i n ' s B i r t h d a y — D i p l o m a t i c D i n n e r . 

SANTIAGO, November 3 r d . 

YESTEKDAY, the second of November, a day which for 
eight centuries has been set apart in the Catholic C h u r c h 
[or eoniincnioraLing the dead, the day cmphalically known 
as the " D í a de M u e r t o s / ' the churches throughout all the 
Republic of Mexico present a gloomy spectacle; darkened 
and hung with black cloth, while in the middle aisle is a 
coffin, covered also with black, and painted with skulls 
and other emblems of mortality. E v e r y one attends 
church in mourning, and considering the common lot of 
humanity, there is, perhaps, not one heart over the whole 
Catholic world, which is not wrung that day, in call ing 
up the memory of the departed. 

After early mass , we set off for Santiago, where we 
intend to spend a week, to be present at the H e r r a d e r o s — 
the marking of the bulls with a hot iron with the initials 
of the proprietor's name; stamping them with the badge 
of s lavery—which is said to be an extraordinary scene; 
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to which al l rancheros and Indians look forward with the 
greatest delight. W e had a very pleasant journey here, 
leaving Mexico at six in the morning, and travelling at 
the usual rate, with s e v e n horses and plenty of m o z o s . 
Indeed, no one attempts a journey of any length into iht 
country, without at least six horses or mules. 

Near Sopavurn , while they wen- rhnnjMnj; horses, w i 
In nmi'M, in lln- |>i<'t m CMJUC I J I U K |I ol han C i iMuhal. 

T h e magnificence of these places of worship is extraordi-
nury. H e r e w;is I lii.s conn I ry church crowded willi 
l é p e r o s , tlu: oflicialing priests, Indians with bare fed; 
yet the building large and rich, hung with black cloth, 
and lighted with great tapers which threw their gloomy 
rays on as much of the rich gi lding that encrusted the 
walls , as the dark pall left visible. 

W e got into the carriage a basket of that most refresh
ing of fruits , the tuna, which grow wild in abundance all 
over the country. The first time I unwarily pulled them 
off the trees, I got my fingers full of the innumerable 
little pr ickles which cover the skin, .and which it is very 
difficult to get rid of. T h e Indians have great dexterity 
in gather ing and peeling them. T h e r e is the green and 
the red t u n a ; the last (he prel l icst to look at, but not 
nearly so agreeable a fruit as the other. 

W h e n w c arrived at Santiago, we sat down to a dinner 
to the number of about fifty persons, and in the room next 
to us was a party still larger, of lower degree, for all the 
world has come to be present at this annual festivity. 

6th.-—The next morning we set off early to the p l a c a 
d e t o r o s . T h e day was fresh and exhilarating. All die 
country people from several leagues round were assembled, 
and the trees up to their very topmost: branches presented 
a collection of bronze faces and black eyes, belonging lo 
the Indians , who had taken their places there as comfort
ably as spectators in a one-shilling gallery. A platform 
opposite ours was fdled with the wives and daughters of 
agents and small farmers, little r a n c h e r a s , with short 
white g o w n s and rebosos. There w a s a very tolerable 
band of music , perched upon a natural orchestra. Ber
nardo and his men were walk ing and riding about, ami 
preparing for action. Nolhing could be more, pictiirescjiic 
than the whole scene. 

Seven hundred bulls were driven in from the plains, 
bellowing loudly, so that the air was filled with their fierce 
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music. The universal Jove which lhe Mexicans have lor 
these sports, amounts to a passion. A l l their money is 
reserved to buy new chesses for this occasion, silver rolls 
or tfokl linings for their hats , or new deerskin pantaloons 
and embroidered jackets with silver buttons. T h e acci
dents that happen are innumerable, but nothing' damps 
tlicii ;ii d i mr. 11 hni is f(i-\ -h it 111 in £ . The mos! sí tiki n<̂  
pail oJ lhe scene I hi: tixli aoi dinaiy iacil i ly whiHi llii:,s<.-. 

¡ men show in Ihrowin^ the laso. T h e bulls beinj^ all 
driven iiilu an enclosure one alter anoiher, ¡nul soine-
tiincs two or three at a lime, were chosen Irom amongst 
them, and driven into the plaza, where they were received 
with shouts of applause, if they appeared fierce, and likely 
to afford j^ood sport; or of irony, if they turned to fly, 
which happened more than once. 

Three or four bulls are driven in. T h e y stand for a 
moment, proudly reconnoitring their opponents. T h e 
horsemen gallop up, armed only with the laso, and with 
loud insulting- cr í e s of " A h toro ! " challenge them to the 
contest. T h e bulls paw the ground, then plunge furiously 
at the horses, frequently wounding- them at the first onset. 
Round they go in fierce gallop, bulls and horsemen, 
ainidsl the cries and shouts of the spectators. T h e horse
man throws the laso. T h e bull shakes his head free of 
the cord, tosses his horns proudly, and gallops on. But 
his fate is inevitable. 1 )own c o i n é s the whirl ing rope, 
and encircles his thick neck. H e is thrown down 
sirtig-gling furiously, and repeatedly dashes his head 
against the ground in rage and despair. T h e n , his legs 
being also tied, the man with the hiss ing red-hot iron in 
the form of a letter, brands him on the side with lhe token 
of his dependence on the lord of the soil. Some of lhe 
bulls stand this martyrdom with Spartan heroism and 
do not utter a cry ; but others, when the iron enters their 
llesh, burst out into long bellowing roars, that seem to 
echo through the whole country. They are then loosened, 
get upon their legs again, and like so many branded 
Cains , are driven out into the country, to make way for 
others. Such roaring, such shouting, such an odour of 
singed hair and bifick an n a t u r d , such playing of music, 
ami such wanton risks as were ran by (he men I 

I saw a toreador, who was always foremost in every
thing", attempting to drag a bull by the horns, when the 
animal tossed his head, and with the jerk of one horn, 
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tore a l l the flesh off his finger to the very bone. The 
man coolly tore a piece off a handkerchief, shook the blood 
off his finger with a slight grimaee, bound it up in a 
moment, and dashed away upon a new venture. Oat 
Muxlean, uxtniordinanly himdMHiic, with uyes like an 
eag'le, and very thin and pale, is, they say, so covered 
from head to foot with wounds received in different buli-
fights, that he cannot live l ong ; yet this man was the 
most enthusiastic of them all. H i s master tried to dis
suade him from joining in the sport this year ; but he broke 
forth into such pathetic entreaties, conjuring him "by the 
life of the S e ñ o r i t a , " etc., that he could not withhold his 
consent. 

•After an enormous number of bulls had been caught and 
labelled, we went to breakfast. W e found a tent prepared 
for us, formed of bows of trees intertwined with garlands 
of white moss, like that which covers the cypresses of 
Chapul I cjuic, and beaut i I ully orna men led wilh red blos
soms and scarlet berries. W e sat down upon heaps of 
white moss, softer than any cushion. T h e Indians had 
cooked meat under the stones for us, which I found 
horrible, smelling and tasting of smoke. But we had 
also boiled fowls, and quantities of burning chile, hot 
tortillas, atole, or atolli, as the Indians call it, a species 0/ 
cakes made of very fine maize and water, and sweetened 
with sugar or honey; embarrado, a favourite composition 
of meat and chile, very like mud, as the name imports, 
which I have not yet made up my mind to endure; quanti
ties of fresh tunas, granaditas , bananas, aguacates, and 
other fruits, besides pulque, à d i s crè t ion . 

T h e other people were assembled in circles under the 
trees, eouking* fowls and boiling eggs in a gipsy fiishion, 
in caldrons, at little fires made with dry branches; and 
the band, in its intervals of tortilla and pulque, favoured 
us w i l h occasional airs. After breakfast, we walked oui 
amongst the Indians, who had formed a sort of temporary 
qiarket, and were selling pulque, chia, roasted chestnuts, 
yards of baked meat, and every kind of fruit. W e then 
returned to see a great bull-fight, which was followed by 
more herraderos—in short, spent the whole day amongst 
the toros, and returned to dinner at six o'clock, some in 
coaches, some on horseback. In the evening, all the 
people danced in a large h a l l ; but at eleven o'clock I 
could look on no longer, for one of these days in the hot 



Buried Bu l l 283 
sun is very fatiguing. Nevertheless, at two in the morn
ing, these men, who had gone through such violent 
exercise, were still dancing jarabes. 

Hih. Kor sevi'inl days wo lived amongst bulls and 
Indiam., (lie f i i r r u i i i •> />.v nml.inning, with variation of 
colear, riding the bulls, etc. Not the slightest s lackening 
in the eagerness of the men. E v e n a little boy of ten 
years o íd mounted a young bull one day, and with great 
dííTiculty and at a great r isk succeeded in forcing him to 
gallop round the circle. H i s father looked on, evidently 
irig-htened to death for the boy, yet too proud of his 
youthful prowess to attempt to stop him. 

At night, when I shut my eyes, I see before me visions 
of bulls' heads. E v e n when asleep I hear them roar ing , 
or seem to listen to the shouts of " A h t o r o ! " The" last 
day of the herraderos, by way of winding up, a bull was 
killed in honour of C n, and a great flag was sent 
si rea mi 1 ig frnm a t ree, on which II a ̂  was inscribed in 
large letters, " G l o r i a al S e ñ o r Ministro de la A u g u s t a 
Cristina ! " a piece of gallantry which 1 rewarded with a 
piece of gold. 

The animal , when dead, was given as a present to the 
toreadores; and this bull, cut in pieces, they bury with his 
skin on, in a hole in the ground previously prepared with 
fire in it, which is then covered over with earth and 
branches. D u r i n g a certain t ime , it remains baking in 
this natural oven, and the common people consider it a 
great delicacy, (in which I differ from them). 

Yesterday, we climbed to the top of a steep mountain, 
which cost us as much labour as if it had been that steep 
path which "leads to fame." Fortunately, it has a good 
deal ol wood, and vvc had an occasional rest in the shade. 
We mounted the hill on horseback as far as horses could 
go, but the principal part could only be performed on foot. 
Most of the party remained half way. W e reached the 
top, swinging ourselves up by the branches, in places 
where it was nearly perpendicular. W e were rewarded, 
first by the satisfaction one always has in making good 
one's intentions, and next, by a wonderfully fine and 
extensive view. O u r return was more agreeable, as the 
weather, except in the heat of the noonday sun, is very 
cold in this part of the country. T h e hil ls are covered 
chiefiy with tunas, low firs, and numbers of shrubs, with 
flowers and berries, . . . Met on our return a horseman 
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who came to announce the arrival of a finest, Señor 
H , from Puebla, who proved a pleasant addition Ut 
our society. 

J^th.- 'W'c ^cnt out caily lliis niornin^ on liursehack, 
uud hreaklas lcd al an I w c i c m l t i , live Ic. i^urs <listant I mm 
.Santiago, hclon^inj^ to lhe widow ol —• —'s agents, .1 
yood looking, ies|ie<:tal)le woman, who, alone, in litis 
solitary place, brings up her eight children as she best can. 
T h i s may really be called solitude. K r o m one year tu 
another she never .sees a human bring, csecpl an occa
sional Indian. She is well oil, and everything in her 
house is clean and com fori able. She herself managL> 
lhe farm, and educates her children to the best of hn 
abilities, so that she never finds time to be dull. Sin-
expected us, and gave us breakfast (wc being about 
twenty in number), consisting of everything which that 
part of the country can afford; and the party certainly 
did justice to her excellent fare. She gave us pultpk-, 
fermented with the juice of the pineapple, which is very 
(food. 

When the sun had gone down a little, we rode to the 
fine hacienda of Reyes , belonging to S e ñ o r A- • , where 
he is making and projecting alterations and improvements. 
W h e n wc left R e y e s it began to rain, and wc were ghnl 
to accept the covering of sarapes, as we galloped over the 
plains. W e had a delightful ride. T o w a r d s evening the 
rain ceased, and the moon rose brightly and without a 
cloud; but we were certainly tired enough when we got 
home, having rode in all ten leagues. 

17th .—These two days have been passed in seeing the 
mules marked. T h e y - a I T even more, dangerous Ihan the 
bulls, as they bite most ferociously while in their wild 
state. When thrown down by the laso, they snore in the 
most extraordinary manner, like so many aldermen in an 
apoplectic nap. 

T h i s is, perhaps, the most useful and profitable of all 
Mexican animals. As beasts of burden and for draught, 
they are in use over lhe whole republic, and are excellent 
for long journeys, being capable' of immense fatigue, par
ticularly in those arid, hilly parts of the country, where 
there arç no roads. Those which go in droves, can carry 
about five hundred pounds weight, going at the rate of 
twelve or fourteen miles a day, and in this way they can 
perform journevs oí more than a thousand miles. I-"or 
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constant use they are preferable to horses, being- so much 
less delicate, requiring less care, and enduring" more 
futi^ue. A good pair of carriage mules wil l cost from 
tive hundred to a thousand dollars. 

A J l n dinm;r w<: saw MJIIIC ot these wild rrealures , that 
had just been caught, put into a carriage, each wild mule 
harnessed with a civilized one, and audi Kicking and 
Hinging" up of heels I never witnessed. However, the 
mozos can manage anything, and in about half an hour, 
after nuieh alternate .soothing and lashing, they trotted 
along with the heavy coach after theip, only rearing and 
plunging at decent intervals. 

MKXICO, 12II1. 
W e have passed ten days in the country, taking con

stant exercise, and have been obliged to return home 
rather sooner than we should have wished, in order to 
mark (Jueen Vsabel 's Day with a diplomatic dinner. 

Though less is now said on the subject of the pamphlet 
than when we left this, the irritation seems to continue 
as before. S e ñ o r (nitierrez remains concealed, communi-
i'afing only with his family and a few devoted friends; a 
most disagreeable position, and one which ¡t is impossible 
fur him to endure long. 

2 0 t h . — O u r dinner has goiie off as well as could be 
expected. T h e party were twenty-six in number, consist
ing of His Grace the Archbishop, their Excellencies of the 
Cabinet and Corps Diplomatique, together with Count 
Cortina, the Valencias , and Gorostizas. T h e gentlemen 
were in full uniform—the ladies en grande toilette—the 
archbishop in his robes. W e had a band of music in the 
gallery, and walked in to the sound of Norma, precedence 
being given to the archbishop, who took me, or rather 
whom I took, as I found some difficulty in getting my arm 
into his robes. I believe no blunders in etiquette were 
committed. T h e dinner lasted three and a half mortal 
hours. The archbishop proposed (lie health of Her 
Majesty (lie Queen, which was thank standing, the hand 
performing G o d save the queen. I was dreadfully tired 
(though in a very agreeable position), and have no doubt 
every one else was the same, it being eleven when we 
returned to the drawing-room. 

The archbishop's familiars, two priests who a lways 
aceompanv him, respectable black guards, were already in 
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waiting. A s for him, he was as kind and agreeable aa 
usual, and, after coffee, took his departure to the sound 
of music. 

i J ' T T K U 'HHC T W K N T Y - N l N T l l 

Virgin uf Cuvtidotif¡it- S i i i i lu Doniinjf i j Di-fovulUmx .'iiid Musii 
Du^iiijiiuul)']>fj---Wur.idy Siilr¿i-ü -An Arrival An lim•tliquntu:- • 
Honoi i tublc Mr. -—— — B r o k e n K u n i i n i r c — D i n s — D a y uf (lie 
V i r g i n of G u a d a l u p e — P a r t y of the Desierto—Itzctiintepotzotli— 
I n n uf Guajimaclo- - R u i i u d C o n v c a l — U s Origin—Di ' jc t t t ió á la 
Foitrvhuttc—Splendid SCUIK-TV—Vuw to the V i r g i n — M u s i c a l Mabs 
— T a c u b a — R i d e with the Pr io r . 

W E received a few days since an invitation to attend the 
sumptuous mass, annually given by the Aslurian Hrother* 
hoinl, in ho i i iMU' of llii' X'ii^in o l I ^ i v n i l m i ^ i i , in (In; ( liiin.h 
of1 Santo Domingo. T h e invitation being printed on blue 
satin, with gold lace'amV tassels, seeiiis worthy of a place 
in a box of wax figures, which will be sent by the next 
packet. 

,' T h e church was superbly decorated, : and only well-
dressed people were admitted. C — — n was carried off to 
a'post of honour near the altar, and a padre gave me a 
velvet'chair. T h e music was beautiful, but too gay for 
a* church. There were violins and wind instruments, and 
several amateur players. Some pieces from the Chaval áe 
Bronze were very well played. The sermon, preached by 
Guerrero, a chanoine who has some reputation as an 
orator, contained a prudent degree of praise of the 
Spaniards,, and' even of a king, could that k ing be a 
pe íayo . 

In the evening we dined at the Pruss ian minister's—a 
pleasant party. 

Yesterday we went to Chapultepec, C n and I , 
M . de G 1, and M. de N , to take views with the 
Dnyiiurreotypc, whieh (' n h a d the pleasure o f receiving 
some time ago from Boston, from our friend, M r . Prcs-
cott-' Whi le they were working in the sun, I , finding that 
the excessive heat had the effect of cooling my enthusiasm, 
established myself with a book under Montezuma's 
cypress, which felt, very romantic. The poetry of the 
scene, hoivever, was greatly'weakened hy the arrival of 
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a party of força i s in chains, who are working- in the castle, 
which I believe there is some intention of having trans
formed into a military college. T h e y are so insolent, 
that forgetting they are guarded and chained in couples, 
I felt glad to see that the servants were within call . 

Our wrnMy .vnm'r.v Imve br);tin, and, so fur, arc very 
.success!ul. Thurc arc. now lli ici: Icj'Uilintt ¡11 lile wcclt at 
lhe houses of the d i p l ó m a l e s . W e have generally music, 
cards, and plculy of d. iucíng, and every one Hcems pleased, ' 
the best proof of which ihey give by generally staying till 
two or three in the morning. 

28th.—You may imngine my joy at the arrival of K 
and A in health and safety at three o'clock to-day. 
They have had a good journey from V e r a Cruz , suffering 
from iioLliing but the cold, which they felt especially at 
Perote. As they arrived 011 the day of a s o i r é c , they did 
not make their appearance, being tired. I have now. an 
cxcuür for revisiting my old haunts, and lhe íirst week 
or two must pass in sight-seeing. 

30th .—We dined yesterday at T a c u b a y a ; . where the 
C a family, particularly the ladies of the family, are 
in a state of the greatest uneasiness. 

I had just written these words, when I began, to my 
great astonishment, to rock up and down, chair, table, 
and myself. Suddenly, the room, the walls, all began to 
move, and the floor to heave like the waves of the sea t 
At first, I imagined that I was giddy, but almost imme
diately saw that it was an earthquake. W e all ran, or 
rather staggered as well as we could, into the gallery, 
where the servants were already arranged on their knees, 
praying and crossing themselves with all their might. 
The shock lasted above a minute and a half, and I believe 
has done no injury, except in frightening the whole popula
tion, and cracking a few old walls. Al l Mexico was on 
its knees while it lasted, even the poor madmen in San 
Hepolito, which A had gone to visit in company with 
Señor I have had a feeling of sea-sickness ever 
smci;. They cxpecl 11 relurn of lhe shock in Iwenly-four 
hours, flow dreadful a severe earthquake must be I how 
terrible it is to feel this heaving of the solid earth, to lose 
our confidence in its security, and to be reminded that the 
elements of destruction which lurk beneath our feet, are 
yet swifter and more powerful to destroy, than those which 
are above us. 
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X cannot help l a u g h i n g yet at the r<:collcction of 

face of a poor h t t k c l e r k w h o had just entered t h e hoiif-
with a packet of letters f o r C n. H e did n o t kneel, 
but sat down upon the s t e p s as pale'as death, l o o k i n g a> 
"creamed laced " as the messenfrcr to Macbeth; a n d wlicn 
the shock was over, he w a s so sick, that he ran o u t of the 
house without making a n y remarks . T h e scar le t / i » ^ * 
maya, with a loud s h r i e k . Hew from its perch, a n d per
formed a zig-zag Hight through the air, down to i l * 
troubled fountain in lhe c o u r t . 

Y o u r friend, the H o n o u r a b l e Mr. , arrived t h e other 
day, looking very il l , h a v i n g had the yellow f e v e r .-i 
H a v a n a very severely, a pecu l iar piece of bad f o r t u n e 
this season. 

Al l the furniture we o r d e r e d from the United States , 
arrived some time ago, a m a s s of legs and a m i s . TahlcN, 
WíirdrubtíN, c l c , were, I I x d i e v c , all sold for the n i a h o g a m 
at V e r a C r u z . T h e m i r r o r s also arrived in powder. T h i s 
must be owing to bad p a c k i n g , since onr most del icalc 
things from London, s u i - j i n.s t:vys\;\)i, porcelain, r.U-., have 
arrived in excellent c o n d i t i o n . 

December 3rd. H a v e h a d many visils lo-day, i h i s bcinj; 
my i l i a d e ¡ i n s t a . Amotig-st o ihers lhe president was here. 
T h i s custom of keeping people ' s ÍÍIÍIS gives one a g r e a l 
deal of trouble, but the o m i s s i o n is considered r a t h e r a 
breach of politeness. 

i 2 l h . — T h i s being the ann iversary of the day of the 
miraculous apparition of o u r Lady of ( ¡ u a d a k i p e , lia: 
cathedra! and village w i l l be crowded with I n d i a n s from 
all parts of the country. A and M r . 11 have dr iven 
over there; but, from a l l account s , the crowd w i l l he so 
great, thai we are nol t c m p l r d to aeeompany l l ie in . W e 
have ;i x o i r ú e this e v e n i n g , and have had two p l easant 
parties this week at the o ther houses. T o - m o r r o w wi-
intend going with a l a r g e party to the D e s i e r t o , where 
some gentlemen are to g-ive a breakfast. I u n d e r s t a n d 
that there are to be t w e n t y - t h r e e people on horseback, and 
eighteen in carriages, a n d our t r y s t i n g - p i a c e is h y the 
great fountain with the g i l t statue, in the Paseo de Huca-
rel l i ; the hour, half-past s e v e n - They say the D e s i e r t o is 
a beautiful place, but being- seven leagues from M e x i c o , 
we shall probably all r e t u r n as tired as possible. 

15 th .— T h e morning of o u r party to the Des ier to was 
beautiful Here one need n o t fear those c o n t r e t e m p s in 
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regard to the weather, which in England so often render 
a party of pleasure painful; unless, indeed, one chooses 
to select an evening in the rainy season for an expedition. 
W e met by the fountain at the hour appointed, some in 
earnages, and some on horseback. O f the latter I formed 
part. T h e road leads along the aqueduct by Chapultepec, 
and through T a c u b a y a , and is the high-road that goes to 
Toluca. T h e first part, after passing Tacubaya , is steep, 
bleak, and uninleresting. Plantations of maguey and 
occasional clumps of Peruvian trees are the only vegeta
tion, and Indian huts the only traces of human life. But 
after a tedious ascent, the view looking back upon Mexico, 
with all her churches, lakes, and mountains is truly mag-
uiliccnl. 'Ihe. ruad ;ds*> hc-gin;; to vviml lluotigh a /'critic 
and wooded country. About noon we reached an inn, 
where travellers slop who are going to Toluca , and where 
we halted to collect our scattered forces. Hanging up 
by a hook in the entry, along with various other dead 
animals, polecats, weasels, etc., was the ugliest creature 
1 ever beheld. It seemed a species of dog, with a hunch 
back-, a head like a wolf, and no neck, a perfect monster. 
As lac as ! can make oul it must be the itccumtopotzoUi, 
mentioned by some old Mexican writers. T h e people had 
brought it up in the house, and killed it on account of its 
fierceness. T h i s inn stands in lhe valley of Guajimalco, 
and is about a league h u m the Desierto. 

T h e r e is no longer any road there, but a steep and 
winding path ihrough the beautiful woods. Therefore 
those who had come in coaches were now obliged to pro
ceed on donkeys, with Indian guides. T h e beauty of the 
scenery is indescribable. T h e path winds, ascending 
lIu'iMigh a wilderness of I r e c s and flowering shrubs, bathed 
by a clear and rapid rivulet; and every now and then, 
ihrough lhe arched forest-trees, arc glimpses of the snowy 
volcanoes and of the distant domes and lakes of Mexico. 

T h e ruins of the old Carmelite convent, standing on the 
slope of a hill, arc surrounded by noble forests of pine, and 
oak, and cedar; long and lofty forest-aisles, where the 
monks of former days wandered in peaceful meditation. 
Rut they removed from this beautiful site to another, said 
to be equally beautiful and wilder, also called the Desierto, 
but much farther from Mexico; and this fertile region 
(which the knowing eye of a Yankee would instantly dis
cover to be full of capabilities in the way of machinery), 
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P.ne and lies here deserted, in solitary 

belongs to -no o ^ Indians Jlve amongst tIie ruins of the 

o l d d o i s t e r s , a n d - the wild deer possess the undisputed 

way in these s o l i t u d e s , and was nnraculously saved Iron, 
dvintr of cold f o u n d e d this rich convent of Carmelne 
monks in g r a t i t u d e to Heaven for his deliverance, bo-
queathi i i í í his d e s i r e , that all travellers who passed that 
way should r e c e i v e hospi lahly from the convent. Cer
tainly no place m o r e fitted for devotion could have been 
selected than this m o u n t a i n retreat; and when the convent 
belh tolled at e v e n i n g , calling- the monks to prayer , . and 
wakening the e c h o e s of the silent hills, its deep notes must 
have been all in u n i s o n with the solemn scene. 

But the sight o f a very magnificuut dejeunc à la four-
chette, spread u n d e r the pine-trees, the uncorking of 
ohitmpiitfiu- bol lk 'S mid Scoleh ale, the savoury odour of 
aoups and f n e a n d e a u s , the bustling aUciuIancc uí iinglisli 
waiters, put t o - f l i g h t all romantic fancies. W e remem
bered that we w e r e h u n g r y , that wc had ridden seven miles 
and had not b r e a k f a s t e d ; and no order of friars could 
have done, more j u s t i c e to the repast than we did. . . . 
Biit the c o m p o n e n t parts of a party of. pleasure must be 
very curiously s e l e c t e d , the mosaic of the society very 
nicely fitted, or i t w i l l inevitably terminate unpleasantly; 
and the elements . of discord are more dangerous, their 
effects more lasting-, than even the coughs and colds and 
rheumatisms' p r o d u c e d .by those watery elements, sworn 
foes to all picnics a n d gipsy parties in our foggy island. 

About four o ' c l o c k we remounted our horses, and re-
tnieed our path ( h r o u g h the woods; and who could num-
lUite on petty i I U p i i i c H , or complaii! of I r i l l i n ^ ai-ridciils, 
or not forget any d isagreeable individuals who might have 
been found among- o u r numerous party, when the splen
did panorama of M e x i c o burst upon us, with all its moun
tains, lakes, a n d p la ins , its churches, and: towers, and 
gardens, bathed i n a flood of golden light, the rich crimson 
clouds of sunset r e s t i n g upon, the snow of the volcanoes, 
while the woods t h r o u g h which our horses picked their 
steps, over s tones a n d . streamlets, were fragrant with 
blossoming s h r u b s a n d wild roses? 

AVhen we r e a c h e d the inn where the carriages had been 
leit, we remounted our horses, 'and as it was growing 
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dusk, and the whole party had not yet collected together, 
we thought it advisable for the equestrian part of the 
expedition to ride forward; so leaving the carriages with 
iheir escort, we set off for Mexico; C n, 1, A , and 
¡i sci vmii, ;tl ful! Kiill"!), hardly drew our bridles till 
we reached the city; tired, as you may suppose, after 
our fourteen leagues' ride. 

2 0 t h . — O u r yesterday evening's tertulia was very 
crowded; and there was a great deal of music and 
dancing. These weekly s o i r e e s arc decidedly successful, 
and the best families in Mexico unite there without eti
quette, which we were told it was impossible to bring 
about. . . . 

Perhaps it is that I am getting accustomed to the 
Mexicaj) slyle of face, but it appeared to me that there 
was a great deal of beauty assembled; and as for fine 
voices, they are as common in Mexico as they are rare in 
Jinglnml. . . . 

A rich senator, Don U G - , made a vow to the 
Virgin some years ago, that he would cause a splendid 
mass to be performed annually in lhe calUedraí , at his own 
expense, in honour of our Saviour's birth, on the morning 
of Christmas-eve. T h i s mass is performed entirely by 
amateurs, most of the young ladies in Mexico, who, have 
fine voices, taking a part in it. I was drawn .in, very 
unwillingly, to promise to take a trifling part on the harp, 
the accompaniment to the I n c a r n a t u ç . 

Preparations have long been going on for this solemny 
ization, and various rehearsals have taken place amongst 
the amateur singers, in the evening, before large audiences 
in the Mineria. T h e whole thing promises well. 

2-jfh. — - C — -n has gone with S e ñ o r Zi in i tuza (¡i Spanish 
gentleman), lo Cuerna vaca, in I t c r n i c a l i c n l a , lo spend a 
few days at his estate in the neighbourhood; which at this 
season will be delightful. 

T h i s morning we rode to S a n Joaquin, where we met 
the prior on horseback, on his way to Mcxico i to confess 
the old prioress of the convent of S a n t a Teresa . H e 
turned back, and accompanied us during the rest of our 
ride. H e rode with us to T a c u b a , round the traces of the 
ruias, and to the fine old church and dismantled convent, 
where we dismounted, and having taken off our riding-
hats, accompanied the prior through the deserted cloisters 
into the old c h u r c h ; and I imagine we must have looked 
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very picturesque; 1 in my ridin^-hahil , ;uul lhe saiuhilleti 
friar in his white robes, kneeling side by side, on the 
broken steps of the altar. He is so pleasant and well-
informed, that he is a particularly agreeable companion. 

L E T T E R T H E T H I R T I E T H 

C h r i s [ m a s - d a y — K a l e n d s and M a s s — A m a t e u r P e r f o r m a n c e s — S o l o — 
Posadas—Wandurinj i of lhe Holy Family—Nacimiento—-Crowdcil 
P a r t y — I ' Y e m ti C o u k s - A k x i V a n iUmk—Stale of i lousel io ld New 
Y e a r ' s D a y — M a s s — D i r t i n e s s of the C h u r c h e s , e t c . — C o m p a r i s o n s 
— P r i v a t e C h a p e l s — H n g l i s h C h i b — Prepara t ions for Journey . 

25th. 
ClliiISTMAS-DAY ! One year this evening since we made 
our entry into Mexico. What a different aspect: every
thing has assumed to us in one year ! T h e n every object 
was new, every face that of a strang'er. Now we are 
surrounded by familiar sights and sounds, and above all 
hy friend! v fares. Hut l liou|; h no veil y ( which has its 
e í iarnis nu t ! its i l t isagtthinnis, has ^oin'., nulhin^ ¡11 Mr\it:i> 
even appears commonplace, liverythinfj- is on so larj^e a 
scale, and everything so picturesque. Then (here is so 
much interest attached to its old buildings, so much to 
see, even though there arc no s ighls and no show-places, 
unless we are to put in that class the Minera, Museum, 
Cathedral , University, and Botanic Garden, usually visited 
by travellers, that at whatever period we may leave it, 1 
feel convinced we shall regret some point of interest, that 
we have left unvisited. . . . 

Some days ago rolou red ra i ds, prim ed in gill lei lers, 
were s a i l round, inviiing nil lln- M - M I I I U I ' : . Iiiem!.* (<> ih.-
mass, in this form -

" J ¿ B o (.J - • requests that you will honour 
him with your presence and that of your family, in the 
solemn function of Kalends and Mass , with which he 
annually makes an humble remembra nee of the Birth of 
the Saviour, which festivity will take place on the morn
ing of the 24th of this month, at nine o'clock in the 
Parish Church of the Sagra r io of the Holy Cathedral. 

"Mexico, December, 1840." 

' By nine we were all assembJed in the choir; Don B o 
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in Iiis uniform, dnik blue ;tnd ji'okl, we in mantillas. The 
church looked very splendid, and, as usual on these occa
sions, no l é p e r o s were admitted, therefore the crowd was 
very eleg-ant and select. T h e affair went off brilliantly. 
Four or five of the g"irls, and several of the married 
women, have superb voices; and not one of all those who 
sang: in chorus had a bad voice. T h e finest I almost ever 
heard is that of the S e ñ o r i t a C . W e r e she to study 
in Italy, I venture to predict that she might rival Gris i . 
Such depth, power, extension, and sweetness, with such 
richness of Ume in [he upper notes, are very rarely united. 
She sanff a solo in such tones that I thought the people 
below must have been inclined to applaud. There are 
others whose voices are much more cultivated, and who 
have infinitely more science. I speak only of the raw 
material. The orchestra was really good, and led by a 
first-rate musician. I was thankful when my part of the 
entertainment was over, and I could give an individual 
attention to the others. The celebration lasted four hours, 
bul I here was ra I her a lon|,r sermon. You will shortly 
reccivr a ilclailctl acrount of [he whole, whiuh is lo lie 
published in the Mexican Annual , called " T h e Ladies ' 
(hmle." 

In the evening we went to the house of the Marquesa 
de V o, to spend the Christmas-cve. On this night 
all the relations and intimate friends of each family 
assemble in the house of the head of the clan, a real 
gathering, and in the present case to the number of fifty 
or sixty persons. 

T h i s is the last night of what are called the Posadas , a 
curious mixlure of religion and amuscmenl, but exlrcmcly 
pn lly. The iiirjimn}; hi lliis : Al lhe finir wlicii lhe drrrcr 
went forth from Cicsar Augustus, that " all the world 
should be faxed," the V i r g i n and Joseph having come out 
of Galilee to Jmhea to be inscribed for the taxation, found 
liethlchem so full of people, who had arrived from all 
parts of the world, that they wandered about for nine 
days, wiihout finding admittance in any house or tavern, 
and on the ninth day took shelter in a manger, where the 
Saviour was born. F o r eigbt days this wandering of the 
Holy Fami ly to the different Posadas is represented, and 
seems more intended for an amusement to the children 
than anything serious. W e went to the .Marquesa's at 
eight o'clock, and about nine the ceremony commenced. 
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A l ighted taper is put into the hand of each lady, and a ; 
process ion was formed, two by two, which marched nil . 
t h r o u g h the house, the corridors and wal ls of which were ; 
a l l decorated with evergreens and lamps, the whole parly j 
s i n g i n g the Litanies . K walked with the dowager j 
m a r q u e s a ; and a group of little children, dressed as ' 
ange l s , joined the procession. They wore little robes of 
s i lver or gold lama, plumes of white feathers, and a pro
fusion of fine diamonds, and pearls, in bandeaux, brooches, j 
and necklaces , white gauze wings, and white satin shoes, j 
embroidered in gold. \ 

A t last the procession drew up before a door, and a ¡ 
s h o w e r of fireworks was sent flying over our heads, 1 i 
suppose to represent the descent of the angels; for a group 
of lad ies appeared, dressed to represent the shepherds wlio 
wa(:chcd their flocks by night upon the plains of Bethle
hem. T h e n voices, supposed to be those of Mary and 
J o s e p h , struck up a hymn, in which they begged for 
admit tance , saying that the night was cold and dark, that 
the w i n d blew hard, and that they prayed for a night's 
shtillor, A churus úl voices fruiu will i in refused admit
tance . ' A g a i n tho.se without entreated shelter, and at 
l ength declared that .she ¡ti (lie door, who thus wandered 
in the night, and had not where to lay her head', was the 
Q u e e n of Heaven ! At this name the doors were thrown 
wide open, and the Holy Kamily entered singing. The 
scene within was very pretty : a nacimiento. Platforms, 
g o i n g all round the room, were covered with moss, on 
w h i c h were disposed groups of w a x figures, generally 
represent ing passages from different parts of the New 
T e s t a m e n t , though sometimes they begin with Adam and 
E v e in. paradise. There was the Annunciation—the 
S a l u t a t i o n of Mary to El izabeth—the W i s e Men of the 
E a s t — t h e Shepherds—the Fl ight into Egypt . There 
were , green trees and fruit trees, and little fountains that 
cast u p . fairy columns of water, and flocks of sheep, and 
a little cradle in which to lay the infant Christ . One of 
the nngtils held a waxen baby in her arms. T h e whole 
w a s Ughtecl very brilliantly, and ornamented with flowers 
and gar lands . A padre took the baby from the angel, 

'and placed it in the cradle, and the posada was completed. 
. W e i then returned to the drawing-room—angels , shep

herds , a n d al l , and danced tlU supper-time. T h e supper 
WH* H n\li>w for JUvenlniealM I I I H I CIINCM. 
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To-day, with the exception of there being: no service .in 

I all the churches, Chr i s tmas is not kept in ,any remarkable 
•way. W e are spending this evening- alone, and very 
quietly. To-morrow we have a s o i r é e . I have letters 
from C n, from Cuernavaca , delig-hted with the beauties 
of tierra caliente, and living' amongst roses and orange 
trees. I hope that in January we shall be able to go 
there, in case anything should occur to induce us to leave 
Mexico before next winter. 

2 7 t h . — W e had a very crowded party last evening, I 
think the best we have l iad yet, a fact which I mention, 
because Í triumph in my opinion that these weekly parties 
would succeed in Mexico having proved correct. 

1 have lately been engaged in search of;a cook, with as 
much pertinacity as Japhet in search of i his father, and 
with as little success as he had in- his < preliminary in
quiries. One, a Frenchman, I found out had been tried 
for murder—another was said to be deranged—a third, 
who announced himself as the greatest artiste who had 
yet condescended to visit Mexico, demanded a salary which 
he CLmsidiTi'd Miiilalilc to his ab'ililics. I tried a female 
Mexican, in spite of her llowing hair. . She seemed a 
decuiit woman and tolerable cook; and, although. our 
French housekeeper and prime minister :had deserted-us 
at our utmost need, we ventured to leave the house, and 
to spend the day at Tacubaya . . . O n our return, found the 
whole establishment unable -to . . s tand! . Cook t ipsy— 
soldiers ditto—galopine slightly intoxicated—in short, the 
house taking' care of itself-r-no standing; force but the 
coachman and footman, who have : been ; with, us . some 
time, and appear to he excellent servants. I am, how
ever, promised a good Mexican housekeeper, and trust 
that some order will be established under her government; 
also, a Chinese cook, with a celestial character. . . . 

Letters from Spain , announcing the speedy arr ival of a 
Secretary of Legat ion and a n o t h e r - a t t a c h é . 

1st January, 1841.—A happy New Y e a r to all I W e 
began U by attending early nuuss in S a n Franc i sco , about 
the cleanest church in Mexico, and most frequented by the 
better classes. , T h e r e you may have the good fortune to 
place yourself between, two welbdressed women, but you 
are equally likely to find your neighbour a beggar, with 
a blanket; besides, the floor is nearly as dirty as that of 
tht! catlu-dral. T h i s dirtiness is certainly one of the 
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greate&t drawbacks to human felicity in this buautifu! 
c o u n t r y , degrading- the noble edifices dedicated to the 
w o r s h i p of God, destroying the beautiful works dcstint-tl 
for the benefit of his creatures. The streets, lhe ehurrhes, 
tho l l K ' i t l r t i s , lhe l u m l u - . l •plmc, liie p e o p l e , all a I T ron-
taminated by lliis evil. I'he market-place is i n d e e d full 
o f flowers and green branches and garlands- bul tho.se 
w h o sell the llowers and weave the wreaths arc so dirly, 
t h a t the effect of what would otherwise be the prettiest 
poss ib le picture, is completely destroyed. I n the theatre 
there is a scries of suffocating odours, especially in thu 
dimly- l ightcd corridors, which is anything but agreeable. 
T h e custom of kneeling on the lloor in church seems litlin^ 
a n d devout, but there surely can be no reason why the 
floor of a sacred building should not be kept scrupulously 
c l e a n , or why the lower classes should not be obliged 10 
(IrcsS llieniaclvea whh eomnum decency* Those who arc 
u n a b l e to do so, though probably there are not half a 
d o z e n people in Mexico who do not wear rags merely 
f r o m indolence, should certainly have a place set apart for 
t h e m , in which case this air of squalid poverty would no 
doubt disappear. On occasion of any peculiar fele, the 
c h u r c h is washed and beggars are excluded, and ihcn 
i n d é e d these noble edifices seem fitting temples wherein )o 
w o r s h i p the Most High . 

O n other days, in addition to the l é p e r o s (especially in 
the cathedral) , the Indian women are in the habit of bring
i n g their babies and baskets of vegetables to church, and 
the babies on their part are in the habit of screaming, as 
bab ie s will when they consider themselves neglected. 
T h i s may be diflicult to amend, the poor woman having 
c o m e in from her village, and perforce brought her pro
g e n y with her; but the strong-, stout man in rags, who 
p r e f e r s begging to working—the half-naked woman who 
w o u l d consider herself degraded by doing anything to 
bettor her condition, except asking for a lms-- the dogs 
w h i c h , wander up and down during divine service,—all 
these might be brought to order by proper regulations. 

Notwi ths tanding all these drawbacks, I have sometimes 
c o m p a r e d , in my own mind, the appearance of a fashion
able L o n d o n chapel with that of a Mexican church, on the 
o c c a s i o n of a solemn fôte, and the comparison is certainly 
in f a v o u r of the latter. T h e one, light, airy, and gay, 
w i t h .its velvet-lined pews, its fashionable preacher, the 
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hulÍL.s a little sleepy after the last night's opera, but 
dressed in the most elegant morniiig" toilet,> and casting-
furtive glances at L a d y — b o n n e t and feathers, and 
at Mrs. 's cashmere shawl or lovely ermine pelisse, 
iind r.\rlian|;ii ijr a iv.w fash ion able nolhin^s at Uie door, 
as the iootmen let down [lie steps oí' their gay equipages- — 
the oilier, solemn, stately, and gloomy, and showing no 
distinclion o í rank. The floor covered with kneeling 
iigures—some enveloped in the reboso, others in the man
tilla, and all alike devout, at least in outward seeming. 
No showy dress, or gay bonnet, or fashionable mantle to 
cause the eye of the poor to wander with envy or admira
tion. Apparently considering themselves alike in the si^ht 
of Heaven, the peasant and the marquesa kneel side by 
side, with little distinction of dress; and .a l l appear occu
pied with their own devotions, without observing either 
their ueighbmir\s dress or decree ol dcvoulness. Rel igious 
feeling may be equally strong in the frequenters o í both 
places o í worship; but as long as we possess senses which 
can be aJToctcd by external objects, the probabilities of 
the most undivided devotional feeling are in favour of the 
killer. The eye wil l wander—the thoughts will follow 
where it leads. In the one case it rests on elegant forms 
and fashionable toilets—in the other, if sees nothing but 
a mass of dark and kneeling" figures, or a representation 
of holy and scriptural subjects. 

However, one consequence of the exceeding dirtiness of 
the Mexican churches, and the number of l éperos who 
haunt them, as much in the way of1 their cal l ing as from 
devotion, is that a great part of the principal families here, 
having oratorios in their houses, have engaged the ser
vices of a padre, and have mass at home: T h e r e is a 
small chapel in the house of General H— a, the hand
somest house in Mexico, where there is a virgin carved in 
wood, one of the most exquisite pieces of sculpture that 
can be seen. T h e face is more than angelic--:it is divine; 
but a divine nature, suffering mortal anguisl i , 

2 7 t h . — O n the first of February we hope to set off on an 
expedition to tierra caliente, from which C n returned 
some time ago. W e have, by good fortune, procured an 
excellent Mexican housekeeper, under whose auspices 
everything has assumed a very different aspect, and to 
whose care we can intrust the house when we go. 
Nothing remarkable has occurred here lately—the usual 
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a diplomatic dinner in the house of the minister, and 
by the dinner of lhe K n g h s h club who met here yesterday 
—-by a sale of books after dinner, in which the president oí 
the society fined me five dollars for keeping a stupid old 
poem past the t ime, upon which Í moved that the poem 
should be presenteei to me, which was carried twin, ron, 

W e have been s trongly advised not to attempt this 
journey, and the Stories of robbers and robberies, related 
by credible persons, a r e not encouraging. Robbers, bad 
roads, horrible .heat, poisonous animals ; many are the 
dif í icult ies prognost icated to us. T h e season is already 
rather advanced,: but it has been impossible for us to set 
off, sooner. Our next letters wil l be written either during 
our journey, should w c find the opportunity, or after our 
return. 

L E T T E R T H E T H I R T Y - F I R S T 

Leave M e x i c o — C u c r n a v a c a — T i e r r a Caliente—Atlacamulco—Orarle 
G r o v e s — S u g a r - c a n e — A n n u a l P r o d u c e — W i l l of C o r t e s — D e s c r i p 
t ion—Coffee P l a n t a t i o n — S c o r p i o n s — L i s t of V e n e m o u s Rept i les— 
Acapansingo—Doubts a n d D i f f i cu l t i es — A D e c i s i o n . 

ATLACAMULCO, F e b r u a r y 2nd. 
A Q u i K T day ip a frpspitable country-house, too sunny to 
g o out, and .noth ing e U e to do, are temptations suflieicnt 
to indupe me to sit dpwjo apd give you an account of our 
proceedings during these last, two days. Yesterday, the 
first of February, ^t four in the morning, very sleepy, wc 
set off in the dil igence which we had taken for ourselves j 
our sole luggage, two portmanteaus and a carpet b a g ; our 
dresses, dark s trong cal ico gowns, large Panama hats, 
rcbosos Iicd on l ike s car f s , and I hick gnusn b a n ' g t : veils. 
A government escort of four soldiers with a corporal, 
r e n t e d four times, accompanied us as far as Cuernavaca, 
which is about e ighteen leagues from Mexico, and the 
entrance as it were %p-tierra caliente. These are supposed 
sufficient tp frighten a w a y three times the number of 
robbers, whose dar ing , however, has got to such a height, 

u l nA T £ e n c e now arr ives from Puebla without beim-
robbed. Six robberies have happened there in the l a s t 
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fortnight, and the road to Cuernavaca is said to be still 
more dangerous. W e took chocolate before starting, and 
carried with us a basket of cold meat and wine, as there 
is nothing on the road that can be called an inn. W h e n 
we set off it was cool, almost cold; the astral lamps were 
out, and the great solar lamp was not yet lighted. 

" B u t soon, liííc lobster boiled, ¡be m o r n , 
F r o m b l a c k to red began to U i r n . " 

By the time wc had reached San A g u s t í n , where we 
changed horses, the sun had risen, enabling.us to see a l l 
the horrors of the road, which, after leaving that beautiful 
village with its trees and gaqdens, winds over the moun
tain, amongst great volcanic rocks, a toilsome ascent; and 
passes by the village of Ajusco , a miserable robber's,nest. 
Yet the view, as we looked back from this barren tract, 
while the sun was breaking over the summits of the moun
tains, was very grand in its mixture of fertility and wi ld-
ness, in its vast extent of plains and villages with their 
groves and gardens, and in its fine view of Mexico itself, 
white and glittering in the distance. T h e mountain of 
Ajusco, clothed with dark forests of pine, .frowned on our 
right, and looked worthy of its brigand haunted reputation. 
At L a Guarda , a collection of miserable huts, we changed 
horses, and declined some suspicious-looking frijoles in 
dirty saucers, which were offered to u s ; a proof both that 
we were young travellers in this country, and that wc had 
not exhausted our basket of civilized proVender. 

T h e road wound round through a, succession of rocks 
and woods till we reached C m s del Marques—the Marquis 
being of course Cortes, while the cross, it is sa id , was 
planted there by him to mark the limits of his territory, 
or rather of that which the Indian E m p e r o r had assigned 
him. About two o'clock the heat became intense, and we 
began to see and to feel symptoms of our approach to 
tierra culiaiito. 

W e arrived at the Indian village of Iiuicltilaque, which 
is rather pretty, with cane cottages and a good many 
flowering trees; and from the eminence on which it is 
situated, the hot land is visible. 

The diligence now began galloping down the rocky and 
stony descent. T h e country looked even more arid than 
before; the vegetation more dried up. Not a tree—but 
here and there, at long intervals, a feathery cocoa or a 
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I i i and occasionally some beautiful, unknown wild 

iUnvciH.' UuL íhíl ll,'ia» llu; tlllsI' ,1k: VViu:n il1 
liMitrtli ral l ied ihrou^h Cuuniavaca , and stopped l)ciore 
tíící quk:t-lo<>ldjig inn, it was with joy thai, wc bade adieu, 
for some time at least, to all diligences, coaches, and 
c a r r i a g e s ; having- to trust for the future to four-leggi-d 
oonveyances, which we can guide as we please. 

C u o r n a v a e a (cow's /jorii), the ancient Quauhnahuac, was 
one of the thirty cities which Charles the Kifth ^ave to 
Cortes , and afterwards formed part of the estates of lhe 
Dulce of Monteleonc, representative of the family of Cortes, 
as M a r q u i s of the Valley of Oajaca . Jt was celebrated by 
the ancient writers for its beauty, its delightful climate, 
and the strength of its situation; defended on one side 
by steep mountains, and on the other by a precipitous 
ravine, through which ran a stream which the Spaniards 
crossed by means of two great trees that had thrown their 
branches across the barranca, and formed a natural 
bridge. I t was the capital of the T lahu ica nation, and, 
after the conquest, Cortes built here a- splendid palace, a 
church , and a convent of Franciscans , believing that lie 
had laid the foundation of a great city. A n d in fact, its 
delicious cl imate, the abundance of the water, the minerals 
said to exist in the neighbourhood, its fine trees, delicious 
fruitsj and vicinity to the (-apitai, all combined to render it 
a i lourishing city. H is, however, a place of little impon-
anee, though so favoured by nature; and the conqueror's 
palace is a half-ruined barrack, though a most picturesque 
object, s tanding on a hill, behind which starts up the grtat 
white volcano. There are some good houses, and the 
remains of the church which Cortes built, celebrated for 
its 'hold nrch ; but we were too (ircd to walk- aboul much, 
and waited most anxiously for the arrival of horses and 
men from the sugar estate of Don Anselmo Zuruluza , at 
Atlacainulco. where we were to pass f lu: nighl. T h e house 
where the diligence stopped was formerly remarkable for 
the fine garden attached to it, and belonged to a wealthy 
proprietor. W e sat: down amongst the fruit trees, by the 
side of a c lear tank, and W ; I I t e d there till the arr ival of 
our horses a n d guides. It was nearly dusk when they 
came—the s u n had gone down, the evening- was cool and 
agreeable, a n d after much k icking and spurring and load
ing of mules and barking of dogs, we set off over hill and 
dale, lhmuf; h prcllv wild N I V I I C I v, as far as wr could 
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(lislliif;iiisl) liy lhe fiiitil li^lit, climbing hills and crossing 
streat ns I or 1 wo h ' n g tics ; I ill a l U'.ng'Ui I lit: • liorcc lirt-.s, 
pouring from ihc sugar oven chimneys of AUiieamulco, 
gave us notice that we were near our haven for the ni}4"hl¿ 
W e galloped into the courtyard, amongst dogs and negroes 
and Indians, and were hospitably received by the adminis
trador (lhe agent). (J really were we divided between 
sleep and hunger; but hunger gained the victory, and an 
immense smoking supper received our-most distinguished 
attention. 

T h i s morning, after a refreshing sleep, we rose ;uid 
dressed at eight o'clock—late hours for t i e r r a ' c a l i e n t e — 
and then went out into the eoftec plantation and orange 
walk. Anything so lovely ! T h e orange-trees were 
covered with their golden fruit and fragrant blossom; the 
lemon-trees, bending over, formed a natural arch, which 
the sun could not pierce. W e laid ourselves down on the 
soft grass , contrasting this day with the preceding. T h e 
air was soft and balmy, and actually heavy with the 
fragrance of the orange blossom and starry jasmine. Al l 
round the orchard ran streams of the most delicious clear 
water, trickling with sweet music, and now and then a 
little cardinal , like a bright red ruby, would perch on the 
trees. W e pulled bouquets of orange blossom, jasmines,' 
lilies, double red roses, and lemon leaves, and wished we 
could have transported them to you, to those lands where 
winter is now wrapping the world in -h i s white winding-
sheet. 1 

T h e gardener, or coffec-plantcr—such a gardener !—• 
Don Juan by name, with an immense black beard, Mexican 
hat, and military sash of crimson silk, came to offer us 
SODII- nrangrade ; and having sent to lhe house for sugar 
and l iunblcrs, pulled the oranges from lho trees, and drew 
llie water from n clear lank overshadowed by blossoming 
branches, and cold as Lhough it had been iced. There 
certainly is no tree more beautiful than the orange, with 
its golden fruit, shining green leaves and lovely white 
blossom with so delicious a fragrance. We felt this 
morning as if Atlacamulco was an earthly paradise-

It belongs in fact to the D u k e of Monteleonc, and is let 
by his agent, Don Luis Alaman, to S e ñ o r Zurutuza . Its 
average annual produce of silver is about thirty thousand 
a r r o b a s , (an arroba containing twenty-five pounds). T h e 
Mr!':ii- « •'tu- w.r; unknown I o lhe ancient Mexicans, who 
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made syrup of honey, and also from the maguey, and 
sugar from the stalk of maize. T h e sugar-cane was intro
duced by the Spaniards from the Canary Islands to Santo 
Domingo , from whence it passed to C u b a and Mexico. 
T h e first sugar-canes were planted in 1520, by Don Pedro 
de Atienza. T h e first cylinders were constructed by Gonzalo 
de Velosa , and the first sugar mills built by the Spaniards 
at that time were worked by hydraulic wheels and not by 
horses. M . de l í u n i b o l d t , who examined the will of 
Cortes , informs us that the conqueror had left sugar 
plantations near Cuyoacan, in the valley of Mexico, where 
now, owing, it is supposed, to lhe cutting down of the 
trees, the cold is too great for sugar-cane or any other 
tropical production to thrive. There arc few negroes on 
these sugar plantations. T h e i r numbers have nut increased 
eince their introduction. VVc observed but one old negro, 
sa id to be upwards of a hundred, who was working in 
the courtyard as we passed; the generality of the workmen 
are Indians. 
:. A s for the interior of these haciendas,'they are all pretty 
much al ike, so far as we have seen; a great stone build
ing , which is neither farm nor country-house (according to 
our notions), but has a character peculiar to itself—solid 
enough to stand a siege, with floors of painted brick, 
large deal tables, wooden benches, painted chairs , and 
whitewashed wal l s ; one or two painted or iron bedsteads, 
only put up when wanted; numberless empty rooms; 
kitchen and outhouses; the courtyard a great square, 
round which stand the house for boiling the sugar, whose 
furnaces blaze day and night; the house, with machinery 
for extracting the juice from the cane, the refining rooms, 
the places where it is dried, etc., all on a large scale. If 
the hacienda is, as here, a coffee plantation also, then 
there is the great mill for separating the beans from the 
chaff, and sometimes also there are buildings where they 
make brandy. Here there are four hundred men em
ployed, exclusive of boys, one hundred horses, and a 
number of mulc$. T h e property is generally very exten
sive, containing the fields of sugar-cane, plains for cattle, 
and the pretty plantations of coffee, so green and spring
like, this one containing upwards of fifty thousand young 
plants, al l fresh and vigorous, besides, a great deal of 
uncultivated ground, abandoned to the deer and hares 
and quails, of which there are great abundance, F o r four 
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months in the year, tierra caliente must be a paradise, and 
it has the advantage oyer the eoasts, irv being quite free 
from yellow fever. But the heat - in summer, and the 
number of poisonous insects, . are. great- drawbacks . Of 
these, the alacrans, or scorpions, which haunt all the 
houses, are amongst the worst- T h e i r bite is poisonous, 
and, to a child, deadly, which is one of the many reasons 
why these estates are left entirely to the charge of. an 
agent, and though visited occasionally by the proprietor', 
rarely lived in by the family. The effects are more or less 
violent in different constitutions. Some persons wi l í remain 
for eight days in convulsions, foaming- a t the mouth, and 
the stomach swelled, as if by dropsy; others, by immediate 
remedies, do not suffer much. T h e chief cures arc brandy, 
taken in sullicieut C]uanlit¡cs- Lo stupefy the patient, guyacum 
and boiled silk, which last is considered most eflicacious. 
In Durango they are particularly numerous and venomous, 
so that a reward in given for so many head of scorpions 
to the boys there, to encourage them. to. destroy them. 
The S e ñ o r a , who lives there, feels no inconvenience 
from their bite, but the scorpion who bites her immediately 
dies ! I t is pretended that they prefer dark people to fair, 
which is to suppose them very discriminating. T h o u g h as 
yet there have been few seen in the houses, I must confess 
that we feel rather uneasy at night, and scrupulously 
examine our beds and their environs before venturing to 
go to sleep. T h e walls being purposely whitewashed, it is 
not difficult to detect them ; but where the roofs are formed 
of beams, they are very apt to drop through. 

There are other venomous reptiles, for whose st ing there 
is no remedy, and if you would like to have a list of these 
interesting creatures, according to the names by which 
they are known in these parts, I can furnish you with one 
from ihc best authority. These , however, are generally 
to be found about outhouses, and only occasionally visit 
your apartments. There is the chicaclina, a striped viper, 
of beautiful colours—the coralillo, a viper of a coral colour, 
with a black head—'the vinagrillo, an animal like a large 
cricket. YQU can discover it, when in the room, by its 
strong smell of vinegar. I t is orange-coloured, and taps 
upon the person whom it crawls over, without g iv ing any 
pain, but leaving a long train of,deadly poison—I have 
fancied that Í smelt vinegar in every room since hearing 
this—the salamanquesa, whose bite is fa ta l : ¡t is shaped 
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like a lizard—the cslaboncillo, which throws itself upon 
you, ami if prevuihul from bitiuy you, dies ol spile -ilic 
ccncoall, which, has five feet, and shines-in the dark; so 
that fortunately a warning is given of the vicinity of tlic^c 
animals in different ways ; in s o m e by lhe odour they 
uxhale, in some by the light they emit, and in others, like 
the rattlesnake, by the sound they give out. 

T h e n there is; a beautiful black and red spider, called 
the chinelaquili, whose sting sends a pain through all your 
bones ; the only cure for which is to be shut up lor several 
days in a room thick with smoke. There are also the 
tarantula and casampulga spiders. O f the first, which is 
a shocking-looking soft fat creature, covered with dark 
.hair, it is said that the horse which treads on it instantly 
loses its hoof—but this wants eonlirniation. Of the 
scorpions, the small yellowish coloured ones are the most 
dangerous, and it is pretended that their bite is most to 
be apprehended at midday. The workmen occasionally eat 
them, after pulling out the sting. T h e tlesh of the viper 
is also eaten roasted, as a remedy against eruptions of 
the skin.•>•. Methinks the remedy is worse than the 
disease. . . . 

But to banish this creeping subject, which seems not at 
all .in unison with the lovely scenes that surround us—an 
Kden where no serpent should enter—we have been ridiuji 
this evening to a1 beautiful little Indian village called 
Acapansingo, than which I never beheld anything prettier 
in its way. Some few houses there are of stone, but the 
generality are. of cane, and each cottage is surrounded by 
its fruit-trees, and by others covered with lilac or white 
blossoms, and twined with creepers. T h e lanes or streets 
of the village are cleanly swept, and shaded by lhe 
blossoming branches that overhang t í l e m ; while every 
now and then they are crossed by little streams of the 
purest wafer. I think I never knew what really delicious 
water was till I came here. T h e Indians, both men and 
women, looked clean, and altogether this is the prettiest 
Indian village we have yet seen. 

As w c are very anxious to visit the celebralcd cave of 
Caeauamilpa, near the city of Caul lamilpa, and also to see 
as much of tierra caliente as possible, we have determined, 
though with regret,: to leave our present quarters at 
Atlacamulto to-morrow morning, at two o'clock A.M. AS 
thereare no inns, we are furnrshed with letters of recom-
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mciHlntion tn lhe. proprietors of the chief haciendas in 
these purls. Konncrly there was so nuich hospilalily here, 
ihiit an nnnual sum (three thousand dollars it is said) was 
assigned hy tiu; proprietors to their agents, for the recep
tion of t ravelUTS, whet her rich or poor, and whether 
recommended or not. . . . 

Our plan of visiting' the cave has been nearly frustrated 
by the arrival of General C s, a neighbouring pro
prietor, who assured us that wc were going to undertake 
an impossibility; that the barrancas, by which we must 
pass to arrive at the cave, were impassable for women, .the 
mountain paths being so steep and perpendicular, that 
men and horses had frequently fallen backwards in the 
ascent, or been plunged forward over the precipices, in 
attetnpling to deseend. W e were in despair, when it was 
suggested that there was another, though much longer 
road to the cave, by which we might ride; and though 
our time is at present very precious, we were too glad to 
a^rec to this compromise. 

C n and A have returned from a shooting ex
pedition, in whieh they have not been very sueeessful ; 
and though I have only recounted to you the beginning 
of our adventures, J must stop here, and lake a few hours' 
rest before we set off on our m a t i n a l expedition. 

L K T T l i R TOE T H I R T Y - S E C O N D 

Leave Allacamulco — Assemble by S t a r l i g h t — B a l m y Atmosphere — 
R o w e r s and T i c e s of the T r o p i c s — T h e F o r m i d a b l e Barrancas— 
l i r e a k f a s l under the T r e e s — F o r c e of the Sun—Meacal lan~Wos-
\ñ\:\\\\y IVnlitnttle l ís lnl i - I .IÜIVC Meí tcal lau - l íc¡i i i t i f i i l Vi l ! i i j ;e 
- - Musk íil Hulls Ki i l i ; by MounM^l i l - S i t i a r F i l e s - ( 'urpyoltu 
Old Gent l e m á n - - - S u p p e r — O n u i g c - l r c e s and C o c o a s — De l ic ious 
W a t e r — S u g a r KslaH-s - A Scorpion - S e l olí for the C a v e — 
M o r n i n g R i d e — D u n g e r u u a Pu l l i . 

CoeovoTi . . ! , j i h . 

ON the morning of the third of February we rose about 
half-past two, and a little afler three, by the light of the 
stars and the blaze of the sugar fires, our whole party 
were assembled on horseback in the courtyard. W e were 
about twelve in number. Don Juan, the coffee-planter, 
and Don Pedro, a friend of his, were deputed by the agent 
to a d :JS our guides. Koi ir or live well-armed m o z o s ¡ farm-
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servants were our escort, together with our Mexican boy; 
and we had mules to carry our luggage, which was com-
pressed into the smallest possible compass. J he morning 
was perfectly enchanting-,'and the air like balm, when we 
set off by this uncertain l ight; not on roads (much to our 
satisfaction), but through helds, and over streams, up hills 
and down into valleys, climbing among stones, the horses 
picking their way like goats. I certainly never felt or 
imagined such an atmosphere. T h e mere inhaling it was 
sufficient pleasure. 

W h e n the l ight gradually began to dawn, so that we 
could discern each other's faces, and made sure that we 
wore not a party o í ühndoww, fur besides Ihu obscurity, a 
mixture of sleepiness and placid delight had hitherto kept 
us all silent, we looked round on the landscape, as little by 
little it assumed form and consistency. T h e fires from the 
hacienda were still visible, but growing pale in the beams 
of morning, vanish ing like false visions from before the 
holy light of truth. A s we rode along, we found that the 
scenery on the hilly parts was generally bleak and sterile, 
the grass dried up, and very little vegetation; but wher
ever we arrived at a valley sheltered from the sun's rays, 
there we found a little rivulet trickling through it, with 
water like l iquid diamonds, bathing the trees and the 
flowers—the loveliest blossoming trees, mingled with 
bananas, oranges, and lemons, and interspersed with 
bright flowers, forming a natural garden and orchard. 

One tree, with no leaves on it, is covered with white 
starry flowers, and looks at a distance as if it bad been 
covered with snow, which had melted off the branches, 
leaving only occasional white tufts. Another is bending 
with lilac blossoms, which hang in graceful r íusters -
another with flowers like yellow balls! Then there arc 
scarlet wild flowers, that seem as if they were made of 
wax or shining coral, and quantities of white jasmine 
trailing on the grass , and throwing itself over the branches 
of the trees. There is one beautiful tree, with flower, 
ike immense white lilies, and buds that look like shut lilv 

blossoms m white wax. 

Leav ing these beautiful and fertile lands that adorn the 
slopes and bases of the hills, you mount again up the steep 
paths and aga .n you find the grass dried up, and no 
voffetutu.n b u l Htu.Ucd nopals <„ n u s c r a b l o h ^ W b l i ^ 
green magucys. y c ( S(mio(imrs in tho mos( , ^ £ ^ 
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[a little sheltered by a projecting- hill, you come upon the 
[most beautiful tree, bending- with ricli blossomSj standing 
[all alone, as if through ambition it had deserted its lowly 
sisters in the valley, and .stood, in its exalted station, 
solitary and companionless. 

As for the names of these tropical trees, they are almost 
all Indian, and it is only botanically that they can be pro
perly distinguished. There is the floripundio, with white 
odoriferous flowers hanging like bells'from its branches, 
with large pointed pale-green leaves—-the yollojochitl, 
signifying fiower of the heart, like white stars with yellow 
hearts, which when shut have the form of one, and the 
fragrance of which is (Iclinioiih-• lhe tzj;ujvvhitlt whose 
flowers look l ike small white musk-roses—another with a 
long Indian name, and which means lhe flower of the 
raven, and is white, red, and yellow. T h e Indians use it 
to adorn their altars, and it is very fragrant as well as 
beautiful. 

After six hours' good riding, our guides pointed out to 
us the formidable barrancas at some distance, and ex
pressed their opinion, that, with great caution, our horses 
being very sure-footed, we might venture to pass them, by 
which means we should save three leagues, and he enabled 
to reach an hacienda within six leagues of the cave that 
night; and after some deliberation, it was agreed that the 
attempt should be made. These barrancas (the word 
literally means a ravine or mountain gully) are two moun
tains, one behind the other, which it is necessary to cross 
by a narrow path, that looks like a road for'goats. W e 
began the ascent in silence, and some fear, one by one 
til! the horses were nearly perpendicular. I t lasted about 
twenty minulos; and wo then began to descend slowly, 
certainly not wiihoui .some iktngcr of being thrown over 
our horses' heads. However, we arrived in safety at the 
end of the first mountain, and this being accomplished, 
drew up to rest our horses and mules beside a beautiful 
clear stream, bordered by flowering trees. Here some 
clear-headed individual of the party proposed that we 
should open our hamper, containing cold chicken, hand 
eggs, sherry, etc. ; observing, that it was time to be 
hungry. H i s suggestion was agreed to without a dissent
ing voice, and a napkin being spread under a shady tree, 
no time was lost in proving the truth of Ids observation. 
A very ingenious contrivance for making a wine-^iass, by 
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washing ¡m egg-shell in the stream, is worthy o í record. I 
W h e n we h»(i tJoniolisheti llic cold chicken, the mozot | 
surrounded the cold meat, and after gathering brandir» I 
covered wi th beautiful llowcrs, with which we ornamented j 
our horses' heads and our own hats, we prepared to ascend 1 
the second mountain. T h i s is as steep, or nearly as steep | 
as the f irst; but vve were already confident in the sure- 1 
footedness of our horses, and even ;ible lo ;idniire llic |] 
view as we nscended single iile. After mueh rain, this fi 
path must of course be completely impassable. The thiy | 
had now iiecomc oppressively warm, though it was no! 
later than eleven o 'c lock; and having passed the hills, uc 
came to a dusty high-road, which, about twelve, brought 
us to the hacienda of Meacatlan, belonging to the family 
of Perez Palac io . W e were overtaken on the ro;id by 
llic eldest son of the proprietor, who cordially invited us 
in, and introduced us to the ladies of his family, and to 
his father, a fine, noble-looking old gentleman. As we ] 
were excessively tired, hot, and dusty, we were very glad 
to spend a few hours here during the heat of the sun; • 
ami idler joining' liie family at breakfast, consisting o í the ] 
most extraordinary variety of excellent dishes, with ¡1 
profusion of line fruils and curious sweelmeats (amongst 
which was that ethereal-looking production, called angd's 
hairt cabella de angel), we were glad to lie down and rest 
till four o'clock. 

T h i s hacienda is very productive and valuable, and has 
a silver mine on it. 

There is also every variety of fine fruit, especially the 
largest c e d r a U I ever s a w ; which, although they have not 
a great deal of flavour, are very refreshing. W i t h all their 
bdauty and fertility, there is something very lonely in ¡i 
residence on these estates, which arc so entirely shut out \ 
of the world; not so much for (he proprietors fhtrinselvr.*., 
who are occupied in the cure of their interests, but for the 
female part of the family. 

W e left: Ibis hospitable mansion about four o'clock, 
rested and refreshed, the proprietor g iv ing K a horse 
of his, instead of her own, which was tired. The sun was 
still powerful, when we and our train remounted, but the 
evening had become delightfully cool, by the time that wx 
had: reached the beautiful village of San Francisco dt 
Tetecala, l y ing amongst wooded hills, its white houses 
gleaming out from amidst the orangc-trecs, with a small 
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[river crossed by bridges running' through it. - Many of the 
' { I O L L S C S were tolerably large and well built. ]t was a fô te -
díiy, and the musical bells r inging merrily ; the people were 
dean and well dressed, and were assembled in,crowds, in 
an enclosure, looking at a bull-fight, which must .be hot 
work in this climate, both for man and beast. 

But when the moon rose serenely, and without a cloud, 
and a soft breeze, fragrant with orange blossom, blew 
genlly over the trees, 1 felt a.s if we might have rode on 
for ever, without fatigue, and in a state of the most per-
kc i enjoyment. It were hard to say whether the first soft 
breath of. morning, or. the languishing and yet more 
fragrant airs of evening were most enchanting. Some
times we passed • through a village of scattered Indian 
huts,- with little fires of sticks lighted in their courts , 
flowing on the bronze faces of the women and children ; 
and at the sound of our horses' hoofs, a chorus of dogs, 
yelping with most discordant fury, would give us loud 
notice of their total disapprobation of all night travellers. 
Sonu'.liint's a decided smell of boiled sugar was mingled 
with the i rag ranee of the orange blossom and jasmine ; 
reminding us of those happy days of yore, when the bouse-
lu'cper in all her glory, was engaged in m a k i n g her annual 
stock of jellies and jams. 

Once we were obliged to dismount, .that our horses 
might make an ugly leap over a great ditch guarded by 
thorny bushes, and amongst trees where the moon gave 
us no light. ' 

About ten o'clock symptoms of weariness began to 
break out amongst us, spite of moonbeams and orange-
buds; when down in a valley we saw the sugar fires of 
Cocoyotla, the hacienda to which we trusted for our next 
place of shelter, darting out their fierce red tongues 
amongsl lhe trees. W e knocked for admittance at the 
yreai gate, and it was some time before the people within 
would undo the fastenings, which they did with great 
c;itili(ji), and afler carefully reconnoilrmg us ; afterwards 
giving for excuse, that a party of thirty robbers had passed 
by the night before, and that they thought we might 
have been some of these nighi-errants. W e sent in our 
credentials to the proprietor, an old gentleman married to 
a young wife, who, l iving on the road to the cave, is by 
no means pleased at his house being turned into a posada 
for all and sundry, and complained bitterly of a party of 
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E n g l i s h m e n who had passed by s o m e time before, "and 
the only S p a n i s h word they couki say, was Koler, by 
which they meant Agua , C a r a m b a ! " However, he was 
very hospitable to us, and pressed us to remain there the 
following day, and rest ourselves and our horses after our 
fourteen leagues march, previous to going on to the cave. 

A very good supper and a very sound sleep were refresh
ing, and the whole of the next day we spent in wandering 
ubout or .silting lazily ;iiiioiigsl tin: nitignilici:iU orange-
trees and cocoas of this line hacienda. Here the orange* 
trees are the loftiest we had yet seen'; long ranges oí 
noble trees, loaded with fruit and flowers. A t the back 
of the house is a small grove of cocoas, and a clear running 
stream pass ing through beautiful flowers, and refreshing 
everything in its course. Indeed all through tierra 
caliente, except on the barren hills, there is a profusion oí 
the most delicious water, here at once a necessity and a 
luxury. 

These s u g a r estates are under high cultivation, the 
crops nbundnul, thn w u l r r nlwuys • umrc ilum Mifl ieiei i t = 
both lor the p u r p o s e s o! irrigation and lor machinery, : 
which A considers ccpinl to anything ho has seen in j 
Jamaica . T h e y produce annually from thirty to fifty thou* j 
sand arrobas of sugar. T h e labourers are free Indians, \ 
and are paid from two arid a half to six and a half reals \ 
per day. - I believe that about one hundred and fifty are ' 
sufficient for working on a large estate. Bountiful nature, ! 
walk ing on the traces of civil war , fills up the ravages i 
caused by sanguinary revolutions, and these estates in I 
the valley of Cuernavaca , which have so frequently been 
theatres of bloodshed, and have so often changed pro
prietors, r e m a i » in themselves as fertile and productive 
as ever. 

I n the evening wc visited the trapicho, as they call the 
sugar-works , the sugar-boilers, warehouses, store-rooms, 
and engines. T h e heat is so intense among these great 
boilers, that we could not endure it for more than a few 
minutes, and pitied the men who have lo spend their lives 
in this work. T h e y make panoja on this estate, cakes of 
coarse sugar, which the common people prefer to the 
refined sugar . 

Just as we were preparing to retire for the night, an 
antma^ on the wall attracted our attention, close by 

s bed—and, gentle reader ! it was a scorpion*! 
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We gave a simultaneous cry, which brought S e ñ o r 
into the room, who laughed at our fears, and killed our 
foe; when lo ! just as our fright had passed away, 
another, a yellowish-coloured, venomous-looking- creature, 
appeared stealing along the wall . T h e lady of the house 
came this time, and ordered the room and the beds to be 
searched. No more could be discovered, but it was 
difíicult to sleep in peace after such an apparition. 

At three the next inornjng we rose, and set off by moon 
and starlight for the cave. T h e morning was lovely as 
usual, and quite cool. W e passed a great deal of barren 
and hilly road, till we reached some plains, where we had 
a delightful gallop, and arrived early at a small rancho, 
or farmhouse, where we were to procure guides for the 
cave. Here we added four Indians, and the master of 
the house, Benito, to our . party, which was afterwards 
increased by numbers of men and boys, till we formed a 
perfect regiment. This littje rancho, with its small 
garden, was very clean and neat. T h e woman of the 
house told us she had seen no ladies since an Kngl i sh 
M bust r a had slept there two nights. W e eoneluded that 
this must have been Mrs , Ashburnham, who spent two 
days in exploring the cave. W e continued our ride over 
loose stones, and dry, rocky hills, where, were the horses 
not sure-footed, and used to climb, the riders' necks would 
no doubt suffer. W i t h i n about a quarter of a mile of the 
cave, after leaving on our right the pretty village of 
Cautlamilpas, we found ourselves in a place which I 
consider much more dangerous than even the barrancas 
near Meacat lan; a narrow path, overhanging a steep 
precipice, and bordering a perpendicular hill, with just 
room for the horses' feet, affording the comfortable 
assurance that one false step would precipitate you to the 
bottom. I confess to having held my breath, as one by 
one, and step by step, no one looking to the right or the 
left, our gowns occasionally catching on a bush, with our 
whole train we wound slowly down this narrow descent. 
Arrived near the mouth of the cave, we dismounted, and 
climbed our way among stones and gravel to the great 
mountain opening. B u t . an account of the cave itself 
must be reserved till our return to Atlacamulco. 
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( i a l l i ' r v — W o n d e r f u l F o r m a t i o n s — C o r r i d o r — F r o z e n I ..ami scape— 
Ainplulh«'al i (:- W o r l d ¡n ("linos - - .Sl ícl .aon - \>'ax l - í t í l i ls - Mall i.f 
Xuyi-'l.'- - K e t u n v - D b l a n L F i g h t — l u d h u i A l c í i l d c — d m II t( nut pus— 
Kancho—Ret u rn to G o c n y o t l a — C h n p c l — M e a c a l l a n — K r t i | > > e ot 
tin: M o o n - - Hcniti l i tcd Travellers — I mMan Villngc *-El 1'iinit,-— 
R e t u r n to /I tUiccimulco. 

ATLACAMULCO, 7th . 
H U M caví: ol Cnoaluinmil]);!, \vh()s<: aclu;il W O I H I L T S equal 
the i'ablcd descriptions of the pahtoes of (¿cnii, was, until 
lately, known to the Indians alone, or if the Spaniards 
formerly knew anything about it, its existence was for
gotten amongst them. But a l though in former days it 
may have been used as a place of worship , ¡1 superstitious 
feur preven led the niun: mmliiiu I ndians 1 rom exploring 
its shining recesses, for here it w a s firmly believed the 
evil spirit luid IIÍH dwelling, and ¡n the lonn o í a ^(¡;ilp 
with long beard and horns, guarded the entrance ol ihe 
cave. T h e few who ventured there a n d beheld this appari
tion, brought back strange tales to their credulous com
panions, and even the neighbourhood of the enchained 
cave was avoided, especially at nightfall . 

T h e chain of motinlnins, into whose bosom it lead-., is 
bleak and bare, but the ravine below is refreshed by a 
rapid strearn, that forms small waterfal ls as it tumbles 
over the rocks, and is bordered by green and (lowering 
trees. Amongst these, ¡s one with a smooth, salin-likr 
bark, of a pale golden colour, whose roots have something 
snakish and witch-like in their ¡ i p p u a r a m x , intertu ining 
with each other, grappling as it were with the hard rock, 
and stretching out to the most extraordinary distance. 
: W e arrived at the entrance of the cave , a superb portal, 
upwards of seventy feet high, and one hundred and fifty 
wide, according to the computation of a learned traveller 
—the rocks which support the great arch so symmetncalh 
disposed as to resemble a work of art. T h e sun waí» 
already high in the heavens, sh in ing w i t h intense bright
ness on the wild scenery that surrounded us, the rocks 
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and trees and rushing waters ; a sensation of awe came 
over us as wc stood at the mouth of the cave, and, turn
ing (rom day to night, strained our eyes to look down a 
deep descent into a gigantic vaulted hall , faintly lighted 
by the red embers of a iire which the Indians had kindled 
near the entrance. W e made our way down a declivity 
of, it may be, one hundred and fifty feet, surrounded by 
blocks of stone and rock, and remained lost in astonish-
immt at fimling ourselves in this gloomy subterranean 
palace, surrounded by the most extraordinary, gigantic , 
unci mysterious forms, which it is scarcely possible to 
believe are lhe fantastic productions of the water, which 
constantly trickles from the roof. 

I a m shocked to confess i t — Í would prefer passing it 
over- -but we hat] tasted nothing that morning, and w c 
had rode for eight hours, and were dying of h u n g e r ! 
Moreover we travelled with a cook, a very'tolerable native 
artist, but without sentiment—his heart in his s tew-pan; 
and he, without the least compunction, had; begun his 
frying and broiling operations in what seemed the very 
vestibule of I 'haraoh's palace. Our own mozos and our 
Indian guides were assisting in its operations wi th the 
titmosl zeal; and in a few niinules, some sitting round 
the lire, and others upon broken pyramids, we refreshed 
ourselves with fried chicken, bread, and hard eggs, before 
proceeding farther on our exploring expedition. U i i -
romantic as this proceeding was, we looked, Indians and 
all, rather awful, with no other light than the ruddy glare 
of the fire, flickering upon the strange, gigantic forms in 
that vast labyrinth; and as to what we felt, our valour 
and strength of mind were increased sevenfold. 

Twenty-four huge pine torches were then lighted, each 
man carrying one. To K - — and me were given lighted 
W A X . candles, in case by accident any one should go astray 
from his companions, and lose his way, as would too 
certainly happen, in the different windings and galleries 
and compartments of the cave, and be alone in the dark
ness ! W e walked on in awe and wonder, the guides 
lighting up the sides of the cavern with their torches. 
Unfortunately, it is indescribable; as in the fantastic forms 
of the clouds, every one sees some different creation of 
his fancy in these stupendous masses; I t is said that 
the first sala, for travellers have pretended to divide it into 
halls, and a very little imagination may do so, is about 
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t w o hundred feet long, one hundred and seventy wide, 
a n d one hundred and í i í ly in height—a noble apartment. 
T h e walls are shaded with, different colours of green and 
o r a n g e ; great sheets of stalactites hang from the roof; 
a n d white phantoms, palm-trees, lofty pillars, pyramids, 
porches, and a thousand other illusions, surround us on 
a l l sides. One figure, concerning which all agree, is a 
long-haired goat, the E v i l One in that form. But some 
one has broken the head, perhaps lo show the powerless-
nes s of the enchanted guardian of the cave. Some say 
that there arc no living animals here,. l}ut there is no 
doubt that there are bats; and an exploring party, who 
passed Lhe night here, not only heard the hissing of llie 
ratt lesnake, but were startled by the apparition of a fierce 
leopard, whoso loud ronrings were eclutod amongst the 
f a u l t s , and who, after gazing at them by. the light of the 
torches , stalked majestically back inio the darkness. 
; W e passed on to the second .vaia, collecting as we wenl 

fragments of the shining stones, our awe and astonish
m e n t increasing at every step. Sometimes we seemed to 
be in a subterranean Egypt ian temple. T h e arehitccture 
w a s decidedly E g y p t i a n , and the strange forms of the 
a n i m a l s ;resembled those of the uncouth Egypt ian idols; 
w h i c h , together with the pyramids and obelisks, made im-
th ink , that perhaps that ancient people took the idea of 
the ir architecture and of many of their strange shapes 
f r o m some natural cave of this description, just as nature 
herse l f suggested the idea of. the beautiful Corinthian 
p i l lar . 

A g a i n we seemed to enter a tract of country which had 
been petrified. Fountains of congealed water, trees hung 
w i t h frozen moss, pillars covered with gigantic acanthus 
l eaves , pyramids of ninety feet high losing their lofty 
h e a d s in the darkness of the vault, and looking like work* 
o f the pre-Adamites; yet no being but H e who inhabits 
e ternity could have created them. T h i s second hall, as 
lofty as the olhor, may be nearly four hundred feet in 
l e n g t h . 

• W e then passed inlo a sort of double gallery, .separated 
b y enormous pyramidal formations—stalagmites, those 
w h i c h are formed by water dropping on the earth. The 
g r o u n d was damp, and occasionally great drops trickled 
on our heads from the vaults above. Here ("¡oihic shrines, 
f "111 (Iff in tr.i ; u n m r I Im I h m l : 111. r. n i 11 n n i i i r \ , of I i n •! ¡ÍJÍI* 
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old men with long1 beards, appal us l ike figures that we 
see in some wild dream. These are intermingled with 

{pyramids, obelisks, baths that seem made of the purest 
alabaster, etc. A number of small round balls, petrifac
tions of a dead white, lie about here, forming little hollows 
in the ground. Here the cave is very wide—about two 
hundred feet, it is said. 

When we left this double gallery, we came to another 
vast corridor, supported by lofty pil lars, covered with 
creeping plants, but especially with a row of the most 
gigantic cauliflowers, each leaf delicately chiseled, and 
looking like a fitting food for the colossal dwellers of the 
cavern. But to attempt anything like a regular descrip
tion is out of the question. W e gave ourselves up to 
adiniration, as our torches Hashed upon the masses of 
rock, the hills crowned with pyramids, the congealed 
torrents that seem to belong to :winter at the north pole, 
and the lofty Doric columns that br ing us back to the 
pure skies of Greece. Hut amongst all these curious 
a c c i d e n t s produced by water, none is more curiously 
exquisite than an amphitheatre, with regular benches, sur
mounted by a great organ, whose pipes, when struck, 
give forth a deep sound. I t is really difficult- not to 
believe that some gigantic race once amused themselves 
in these pelrihed solitudes, or that we have not invaded 
the sanctuary of some mysterious and superhuman beings. 
It is said that this cavern has been explored for four 
leagues, and yet that no exit has been discovered. A s 
for us, I do not know how far we went : .our guides said 
a league. It seemed impossible to think of time when we 
looked at these great masses, formed drop by drop, slowly 
and rarely and at distant intervals fall ing, and looked, 
back upon the ages that must have elapsed since these 
gigantic formations began. 

At length, on account of the loose stones, the water, 
and the masses of crystal rock that we had to climb over, 
our guides strongly recommended us to return. I t was 
tlilheult l.o lu iu away our eyes from the groat unformed 
masses that now seemed to fdl the cave as far as the eye 
could reach. It looked like the world in chaos—nature's 
vast workshop, from which she drew the materials which 
her hand was to reduce to form and order. W e retraced 
our steps slowly and lingeringly through these subter-
r;i IH:;IM | uhiri";, Iet'liIU; I li;it one day was not nearly 
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sullicioiil to explore llicin, yel thankfu] lluil we hml not 
le í t the country without seeing Lhcm. The hkeleton oí A 
man wns discovered here by some travellers, lying on his 
side, the head nearly covered with crystallization. 11c 
had probably entered these labyrinths alone, either from 
rash curiosity or to escape from pursui t ; lost his way and 
perished from hunger. Indeed to find the way back to 
the entrance of the cave is nearly impossible, without some 
clue to guide the steps amongst these winding galleries, 
halls, and issues and entries, and divided cprridors. 

Though there arc some objects so s tr iking that the) 
may immediately be recognised, such as the amphitheatre 
for instance, there is a monotony even in the variety! 
and 1 can imagine the unfortunate man wandering' amongst 
obelisks and pyramids and alabaster bat lis and (¡rceum 
columns—amongst frozen torrents that could not assuage 
his thirst, and trees with marble fruit and foliage, and 
crystal vegetables that mocked his hunger: and pair 
phantoms with long hair and figures in shrouds, that could 
not relieve his distress—and then his cries for help, when-
the voice gives out an echo, as if all Liu: pale- dwellnrs in 
the cave answered in mockery—and then, his torch 
biicoming extinguished, and he. lying down exhausted and 
in despair near some inhospitable marble porch, .to die. 
' A s we went along, our guides had climbed up and placed 
wax candles on the top of al l the highest points, so that 
their pale gl immering light pointed out the way to us on 
our return. T h e Indians begged they might be left their 
"on account of the blessed souls in purgatory," which was 
done. As we returned, we saw one figure we had not 
observed before, which looks something liia: a woman 
mounted on an C I U H U H H I N };<><il. '<> " " f h.ill, o n . i r r o u m 

of its beauty, some travellers have given the name of tin-
" H a l l of Angels ." Il is said that, by observation, the 
height of the stalagmites might determine the age of iheii 
formation, but where is the enterprising geologist who 
would shut himself up in these crystal solitudes suflicientlv 
long for correct observation i' 

I never saw or could'have- imagined so h c a u ü l u l an 
effect'as that of the daylight in the distance, entering h\ 
the-mouth of the cave; such a faint misty blue, contrasted 
with the fierce red light of the torches, and broken b\ 
the pillars through which its pale rays struggled. It 
looked so pure and holy, that it seemed like the light from 
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;in l ingers wind's ;il tlic portals of the " c i t tá dolento." 
What would that poor Lriivclicr liavc given to have seen 
its friendly rays ! After climbing- out and leaving the 
d;tn)j>, cool .sLibterrancous air, the atmosphere felt dry 
and w a r m , as we sat down to rest at the mouth of the 
cavmi , surrounded by our Indian torch-bearers. T r u l y , 
nature is no coquette. She adorns herself with greater 
riches in the darkest mountain cave, than on the highest 

! mountain top. 
We were sitt ing in thoughtful silence, ourselves, 

Indians and al l , in a circle, when we Saw, stumping down 
(he hill , in great haste, and apparently in great wrath , 
an Indian alcalde, with a thick staff in his hand, at whose 
approach the Indians looked awe-struck. H e carried in 
his brown hand a large letler, on which was written in 
krreut type; " A l S e ñ o r dominante de esta caravana de 
gruir,." " T o the Commander of this caravan of people ! " 
This missive set forth that the justice of peace of the 
city of Cuaut la Amilpas , begged to know by what r ight , 
hy whose authority, and with what intentions we had 
entered this cave, without permission from government; 
and desired the " S e ñ o r dominante" to appear forthwith 
Lefore the said justice for contempt of his authority. T h e 
spelling of the letter was too amusing. The Indians 
looked very much alarmed, and when they saw us laugh, 
still more astonished. C n wrote with a pencil in 
answer to the summons, that he was the Spanish Minister , 
und wished g^ood day to the alcalde, who plodded up the 
hill again, very ill pleased. 

W e now took leave of this prodigious subterranean 
palace, and again put ourselves en route. Once more we 
u'ouncl oiii- way round I lit*. Iiiink of the precipice, and this 
time it was more dangerous I or us than before, for we 
rode on lhe side next i l , our gowns overhanging the brink', 
and if caught by a branch there, might have been dragged 
over. Our two guides afterwards said that if alone, they 
would have dismounted; but that as the ladies said 
1101 hi r ig , I hey did not like I o propose i I. 

Some day, no doubt, this cave will become a show-place, 
and measures will be taken to render the approach to it 
less dangerous; but as yet, one of its charms consists in 
its being unhackneyed. F o r , long after, its recollection 
rests upon the mind, like a marble dream. B u t , l ike 
Niagara, it cannot be described ; perhaps even it is more 
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HilTlcult to tfive an idea oflthis underground creation, than 
of the emperor of cataracts; fur there h! notlmig with 
w h i c h the cave can be compared. , . 

Meanwhi le , we had rather a disagreeable ride, in all 
the force of the sun's las t . rays , back to the rancho. No 
one spoke—all our thoughts were wandering, amongst 
marble palaces, and uncouth, gigantic, half-human forms. 

B u t our; attention was again attracted by the : sudden 
reappearance of our friend, the alcalde, on the brow of 
the h i l l , looking: considerably indignant,, H e c a m e with 
a f r e s h summons from the judge of .Cunutla Amilpas , 
w h i c h lay white and glittering in the valley below. C - n 
endeavoured gravely to explain to him that the persons 
of ambassadors were not subject to such laws, w h i c h was 
G r e e k and Hebrew to him of lhe bronze countenance, " I f 
it w e r e a Const i l indeed, there might be something in 
that.'! • At last our guide, the ranchero, promised to call 
upon the judge in the evening, and explain the matter 
to h i s satisfaction; and again our alcalde departed upon 
his .bootless errand—--bootless in every sense, as he stalked 
down the h i l l , w i t h his bare bronze supporters. A s we 
passed along, a parcel of soldiers in the vil lage were 
assembled in haste, who. struck up an imposing military 
air, to! givui us some idea, of I heir impurlnuec. 

; )\)ltli(iidly .speaking, (41.1111 lu Amilpas has been I lit 
LhciUru of ¡iuporLaiil evenU. Il W Í I S lln.i'c. ihal llie < urah: 
More loS shut himself up with a troop pf insurgents, unlil 
the place being besieged b y the Spaniards under Cal leja , 
nnd I Im parly of Moiclus d r i v r i i lo v.xi i T . i n i t y for wmit: of 
food, be secretly abandoned his position, drawing off his 
forces in the night. 

W h e n we, arrived at the rancho, we found that a mes
sage had come ÍEom the judge, prohibiting Don Benito 
from accompanying strangers to the cave in future, which 
would be hard upoh the old i|ian, who makes a little money 
by o c ç a s i o n a l l y guiding strangers there. C n has Ihero 
fore writ ten on the subject to the prefect of the department. 

I n the cool of the evening, we had a delightful ride to 
Cocoyot la , The a i r :was soft and fragrant—the bells of » 
the• v i l lages woret ringing .amongst the trees, for every 1 
v i l lage , , however :poorf has at least .one, fine church , and * 
aUjthqr bells ju ^ í e x i c o , whether in'the city or in the vil-

•lagjes,, have a qieUow ancj musical sound, owing, it i s said 
to the quantity of ••'silver that enters into their composition! 
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It was late when we arrived at Cocoyotla, but we did 

not go to rest without visiting- the beautiful chapel, which 
we had omitted to do on our last vis i t ; it is very rich in 
gilding and ornaments, very larg-e and in good taste. W e 
supped, arid threw ourselves down to rest for a few hours, 
and set off ag-ain at three o'clock, by the.lig'ht of a full 
moon. Our greatest difficulty in these hurried marches is 
to get our things in and out'of our portmanteaus, and to 
dress in time in the dark. No looking'-glasses of course— 
we arrange our hair by our imagination. Every th ing gets 
broken, as you may suppose; the mules that carry our 
trunks cantering up and down the hills to keep up with 
us, in most unequal measure. 

The moon was stil l high, though pale, when the sun 
rose, like a youlhful monarch impatient to take the reins 
from the hands of a mild and dying queen. W e had. a 
delightful gfillop, and soon left the fires of Cocoyotla far 
behind us. After riding six leagues, we arrived at six in 
the morning at the house of the Perez Palacios. W e 
should have gone further while it was cool; but their hos
pitality, added to a severe fit of toothache which had 
attacked C n, induced us to remain till four o'clock, 
(luring which time we improved our acquaintance with the 
í.miily. I low s l n m g c and even melancholy are those 
glimpses which travellers have of persons whom they will 
probably never niecl. aga in; willi whom they form an inti
macy, which owing to peculiar circumstances seerns very 
like friendship—much- nearer it certainly, than1 many a 
loiij; ; ir<pr;iin|;iriri' ,ship w h i c h we form in great: cities, and 
Hiere the parties go on kuowhtg each ulnar from year to 
year, and never exchanging more than a mere occasional 
and external civility. 

It was four o'clock when we left Meacat lan, and we 
rode hard and fast till it grew nearly darkj for our inten-
tion was to return to our head-quarters at Atlacamulco 
that night, and we had a long journey before us, especially 
as it was decided that we should by no means attempt 
to recross the barrancas by night, which would have been 
loo dangerous. Besides an eclipse of the moon was pre
dicted, and in fact, as wc were riding across the fields, 
ihc appeared above the horizon, half in shadow,, a curious 
and beautiful spectacle. But we should have been thank-

!Jfuí for her entire beams, for after riding for hours we 
fHiscovercd that we had lost our way, and worse still, 
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that there were n o hopes of our finding- it. Not a hut 
was in sight—darkness coming on—noth ing but great 
plains a n d mountains to be distinguished, and nothing 
to be heard but bulls roaring round us. W e went on, 
trusting to chance, and wbero chance would have led 
us it is hard to s a y ; but by good fortune our advanced 
guard stumbled, over two Indians, a man and a boy, 
who agreed to guide us to their o w n vil lage, but n o w h e r e 
else. 

After following them a long and weary way, all going 
at a pretty b r i s k trot, the barking of hundreds of dnj;» 
announced an Indian village, and by the faint light wt 
could just distinguish the cane huts snugly seated amongst 
bananas and with little enclosed gardens before earlt. 
Our cavalcade drew up before a hut, a sort of tavern or 
spirit-shop, where an old half-naked hag, the b e a u i üéa l 
of a witch, w a s distributing f i r o - i v a f c r t o the Indians, 
most of whom were already drunk. W e got off our 
horses and threw ourselves down on the ground too tired 
to care what they were doing, and by some means a cup 
of bad chocolate was procured f o r us. W e f o u n d tliat 
we had entirely lost our way, and it w a s therefore a g r e e d , 
that instead of altrmpting to reach Atlaeamulco that 
night, we should ride to t h e village o í e l Puente, wiute 
Our conductors knew a Spanish f a m i l y o f bachelor b r o i h c r * , 
who W o u l d be glad to i t i t i h o t t r u s I or ( h e remainder ui 
the nigiil. W e I hen remounted and set off somen 
refreshed by o u r rest and by the bad chocolale. 

It was late at night when we entered el Puente, afu-r 
having crossed in pitch darkness a river so deep that llit 
horses were nearly carried off their feet; yet they w i r e 
dancing in one place, playing cards o n the ground in 
another, dogs were barking as usual, and candles lighud 
i n the Indian huts. W c were very well received by thr 
Spaniards, who gave us supper and made us take lltiii 
room, all the rest of the party sleeping u p o n mattre&no 
placed on the floor of a large empty apartment. U r 
slept a few hours very soundly, rose before dayli^lu,; 
wakened the others, who, lying on the ground, rolled upi 
in their sarapes, seemed to be sleeping for a wager, ;vitd 
remounted our horses, not sorry at the prospect of a d:i>'» 
rest at Atlaeamulco. It was d a r k when we set off; bui 
the sun had risen and had lighted up the bright greca i 
fields of sugar-cane, and 'the beautiful ooffce-plnntatioR*] 
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(hat look like flowering myrtles, by the time we reached 
lhe hacienda of S e ñ o r Neri del Barrio, whose family is 
amongst the most distinguished of the old Spanish 
btexican slock. W e stopped to take a tumbler of milk 
fresh from the cow; declined an invitation to go in, citf 
we were anxious to finish our journey while it was cool; 
and after a hard ride galloped into the courtyard of At la-
camulco, which seemed like returning home. W e Spent 
a pleasant, idle day, lying down and reading while the 
sun was high, and in the evening sauntering about under 
the orange-trees. W e concluded with a hot bath. 

7th.—Before continuing our journey, we determined to 
spend one more day here, which was fortunate, as we 
rceeived a large packet of letters from home, forwarded 
lo this place, and we have been reading them, stretched 
under the shade of a natural bower formed by orange-
boughs, near a clear, cold tank of water in lhe garden, 
To-morrow we shall set off betimes for the hacienda of 
Cocoyoe, the property of Don Juan Goriva , with whom 
C n was acquainted in Mexico. After visiting that 
and some other of the principal estates, we shall continue 
our ride to Puebla, and as we shall pass a few days there, 
hope lo have leisure to write again from that city. 

U i T T J í R T H K T I l J R T V - K O t n m i 

Riilfi by S lml i f r l i t— Kear of Robbers - - -T rop ica l Wi ld F l o w e r s — S t o u t 
Kscor t— ¡ í a u l e p e c—I iucienda of Cocoyoc—A F u e — T l i r e e T h o u 
sand Oran^e-lrrM's—Coffee Mitts, e t c . — V a r i e t y of T rop ica l F r u i t s 
-• •IVodiif.'tliiy of Nil dire •••Cususnao — Celcbri i ted Rnservolr-—Rldt» 
io -Santa C l a r a — A P h i l o s o p h e r — A S c o r p i o n — L e a v e SnntA C h i r a 
- Dfui^ei-oiiH Marranctt—Colon—Agreeable Mouse—-Civi l AdmUiiS' 
irador—San Nicolus—Sol i tude—[ ' ' ranc iaran F r i a r — R a i n y Morn
i n g — P i n k T u r b a n — A r r i v a l at At l i s co—Cypress—Department of 
P u e b l a — V o í r a n o c s — D o ñ a Aia ri na—Verses—Popocatepetl^- C h o -
h i ía - ' -Grcat P y r a m i d — A r r i v a l at Pueb la . 

; ON the gth of February we took leave of Atlacamulco 
¡ and the hospitable administrador, and our party being 
¡ diminisln d by Lhe absence of Don Bcdro, who was obliged 
I to go to Mexico, wc set off as usual by starliglit, being 
{ warned of various bad bits on the road, where the ladies 
jf at least were advised to dismount. The country was 

wild and pretty, mountainous and stony. W h e n the light 
came in wp separated and galloped about in all directions. 
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The air was cool ; im) laden with sweetness. W e came, 
however, lo ¡1 \nv. l \y lane, whrrc lhose ol uni' eseort who 
were in front stopped, ;in<l those who were behind rode 
up and beyged us to keep close together, as for many I 
leagues the country w:is haunted by robbers. Guns and? 
pistols being* looked to, we rode on in serried ranks, ) 
expecting" every moment to hear a bullet w h i z z over uur ' 
heads. 

Here were the most beautiful wild flowers we have yet i 
seen; some purple, white, and rose-colour in one blossom; 
probably the flower called ocelojo-ciiitl, or viper's head, 
others bright scarlet, olliurs red, wi lh while and ycllmv 
stripes, and with an Indian name, signifying the tiger's 
flower; some had rose-coloured blossoms, others were t-f 
the purest white. 

W e came at lasi to a road over a mountain, about ;is 
bad as anylhing we had yet seen. Our train of hoiMh 
and mules, and men in their Mexican dresses, looked very j 
picturesque winding- up and down these sleep crags ; and 
here again, forg;etful o í robbers, each one wandered 
according to his own fancy, .some riding forward, and 
others lingering behind to pull branches of these beautiful 
wild blossoms. The horses' heads were covered uilli 
flowers ot every colour, so that lhey Jooked like vietim\ 
adorned for sacrificr. (' n indulged his botanical and 
geological propcu;.ili<-:., (Mra:.iuually [u (lie gt'eal d< In-
nient of his companions, as we were anxious to arrive .M 
some resting--plnce before the sun became insupportable. 
As for the robbers, these gentlemen, who always keep J 
sharp look-out, and rarely endanger their precious persoiu 
without some suflicient motive, and who, moreover, .seem 
lo hnve some magical power ol seeing' Ihiough .slniic wall-* 
and into porhnantcaus, were no doubt aware that our 
luggage would neither have replenished their own m.r 
their ladies' wardrobes, and calculated that people wlm 
travel for pleasure are not likely to carry any great 
quantity of superfluous coin. Besides this, they are much 
more afraid of these honest, stout, well-armed farm 
servants, who are a fine race of men, than even soldiers. 

W e arrived about six o'clock at the village of Hautepec, 
remarkable for its fine old church and lofty trees, espe
cially for one magnificent wide-spreading ash-tree in the 
churchyard. Then; were also many of lim.se pretty trees 
with the silvery bark, which .always look as if lhe moon 
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'ivcre shining on ihcm. T h e rontl bt^on to improve, but 
[llic sun becnim: v(;iy opprcssivi: aljniil iiiii<: o'clock, when 
wv. i inived nt a pretty village, which had a large church 
and a venia ( lavcrn) , where we stopped to re íresh our
selves with water and some very well-baked small cakes. 
7'lie village was so pretty that we had some thoughts ol" 
remaining there till the evening", but as Don Juan assured 
us that one hour's g-ood gallop would carry ns to Cocoyoc, 
the hacienda of Don Juan Gortvar, we determined to 
continue. W e had a dreadful ride in the hot sun, till we 
arrived at a pretty Indian village on the estate, and 
shortly after entered lhe courtyard of the great hacienda 
of Cocoyoc, where we were most hospitably welcomed by 
lhe proprietor and his family. 

W e were very tired owing 1o the extreme heat, and 
white with dust. A fresh toilet, cold water, an hour's 
rest, and an excellent breakfast, did wonders for us. Soon 
alter our arrival , the sugar-house, or rather the cane 
rubbish, took fire, and the great bell swung heavily to 
and fro, summoning the workmen to assist in getting it 
under. It was not extinguished for some time, and the 
building is so near the house, that the family were a little 
alarmed. W e stood on the balcony, which commands a 
beautiful view of Popocatepetl, watching the blaze. 
After a hard battle between fire and water, water carried 
llie day. 

In the evening we drove to the orange grove, where 
three thousand lofty trees arc ranged in avenues, literally 
bending under the weight of their golden fruit and snowy 
blossom. Í never saw a more beautiful sight. Jiach tree 
is perfect, and lofty as a forest tree. T h e ground under 
llictr In O;M1 shadi I W S ¡s M i rwed wil h I hutisaiid.'i of 
oranges, dropping in their ripeness, and covered with the 
white, fragrant blossoms. T h e place; is lovely, and every
where traversed by streams of the purest water. W e ate 
a disgraceful number ol oranges, limes, guayavas, and all 
manner of fruits, and even tasted the sweet beans of the 
coffee-plants. 

W e spent the next morning in visiting the coffee-mills, 
the great brandy-works, sugar-houses, etc., all which are 
in the highest order; and in strolling through the orange 
groves, and admiring the curious and beautiful flowers, 
and walking among orchards of loaded fruit-trees—the 
rnlnbnsh, papaw, mango, tamarind, citron—also mameys, 
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chirimoyas, custard apples, and all the family of the | 
zapotes, white, black, yellow, and chico; cayotes, cocoas, j 
cacahuates, aguacates, c l c , etc., etc:., a list witlioul ¡m j 
end. ) 

IJesides these are an infinity of trees covered wuli j. 
the brightest blossoms; one, with lar^c scarlet tlowrri, } 
morti ||i>j>¿inju;t in Ihcir ruhmriit);, ¡mil onr whuiiií IÍIUSMJIUI | 
are so like large pink silk lasseis, that if hung to tlic ¡: 
cushions of a sofa, you could not discover them to be ?; 
flowers. W h a t prodigality of nature in these regions I i. 
W i t h what a lavish hand she (lings beauty and luxury lo j 
her tropical children ! ¡1 

In the evening we drove to Casasano, an hacienda about \\ 
three leagues from Cocoyoc, and passed by several oilier 3 
fine estates, amongst others, the hacienda of Calderon. '; 
Casasano is an immense old house, very dull-looking, tlic ; 
road to which lies through a line park for cattle, dotled 
with great old trees, hut of which the grass is very nmcli 
burnt up. Kach hacienda has a large chapel attached 1» 
it, at which all the workmen and villagers in the environs 
attend mass ; a padre coming from a distance on Sinidu)\ 
and ffite-days. Frequently there is one attached to ihe 
establishment. W e went lo see the celebra led wMei • ; 
tank of Casasano, lhe largest and most beautiful reservoir 
in this part of the country; the water so pure, lli.it 
though upwards of thirty feet deep, every blade of grass ; 
at. the bottom is visible. Even a pin, dropped upon (he j 
Stones below, is seen shining quile distinctly. A slong 
wall, level with the water, thirty feet high, encloses ii, 
on which I ventured to walk all round the tank, which is 
of un oval form, willi Ihe assislaner of our host, gomj; 
one by one. A lull would be sullieicnlly awkward , involv
ing drowning on one side and breaking your neck on ihr 
other. The water is beauliful * a pei fect min or, with 
long green feathery plants at the bottom. 

T h e next morning we took leave of our friends at three 
o'clock, and set off for Santa Clara , the hacienda of Don 
E u s é b i o (uireia. Señor G o n v a made me 11 present of a 
very , good horse, and our ride that day was delightful, 
though lh<;, roads led over lhe most terrible barrancas. 
F p r n'ne lollfi leagues, we did nothing but ford rivers and 
climb sleep lulls, those who were pretty well mounted 
bçpt ing up the tired cavalry. But during the first hours 
of our ride, the air was so fresh among the hills, that 
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even when Uic sun was lii^'h,. wc• sufiet'cd l i u t c f r o m the 
kut; and the beautilul and varied views we mel at every 
lurn were full o f interest. 

Sania C lara is a striking', imposing m a s s o f luiilding, 
bcautifuHy situated at the Toot o f three bold, high rocks, 
with a remarkably handsome church attached U) ÍI., T h e 
jtmily w u r i : f r o m J i o m c , and the n ^ c i i l , w ¡ i s a jihilosuphur, 
iving: upon herb-tea, quite above tlie connnop ullaii'S of 
iff. It is a line hacienda, and very productive, but sac) 
and solitary in the extreme, and as K — — and I walked 
about in the courtyard after supper, where w c had listened 
!o frightful stories of robbers and robberies, we felt rather 
uncomfortably dreary, and anxious to change our quarters. 
We visited the sugar-works, which are like all others, the 
chapel, which is very line, and the shop where they sell 
spirituous liquors and calicoes. 

The hills looked gray and solemn. T h e sun sank 
gloomy behind them, his colour a turbid red. So much 
bad been said about robbers, that we were not sure how 
our next day's journey might terminate. T h e adminis
trador's o w n servant had turned out to be the captain of 
a band ! whom the robbers, from some mysterious motive, 
liad murdered a few days before. 

As we intended to rise before dawn, we went to bed 
early, about nine o'clock, and were just in the act of 
extinguishing a melancholy-looking- candle, when wc were 
startled by the sight of an a lacrán on the wall . A man 
six feel high came at our call, l i e locked at the scorpion, 
shook his head, and ran out. H e came back in a little 
while with another large man, he with a great shoe in 
his hand, and his friend with a long pole. W h i l e they 
were both hcsiUiling how to kill it, Don Juan came in, 
and did the deed. W c had a melancholy night after this, 
afraid o f everything, with a long unsnuffed candle illumin
ating the darkness of our large and lonely chamber, 

i The next morning, the n t h of February, before sun
rise, we took our leave, in the darkness, of Santa C l a r a 
and the philosopher. The morning, wonderful to relate, 
was windy, and almost cold. T h e roads were frightful, 
and we hailed the /irst gray s lreak that appeared in the 
eastern sky, announcing the dawn, which might enable 
us at least to see our perils. Fortunately it was bright 
daylight when we found ourselves crossing a barranca, 
so dangerous, that after following for some time the 
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prt ídp i lo i i s uour.se of H i e uiounlain paÜi, wo IIioi!¿;lit it 
advisable to get oif our h o r s e s , who were pawing the slip
pery rock, without being- a b l c to find any rest for the soles 
of tluiir f ed . W<; hiitl a K , , m | ,|(-¡d of dillicully in ^cU'mg 
along ourselves on foot a m o n g the loose, sharp stones, 
and the hoises, b e t w e e n .sliding and slumbling, were a 
long while in a c c o m p l i s h i n g the descent. After clinibini» 
tip the barranca , one o f t h e m ran off along the edge oí 
the cliff, as if lie w e r e delermincd to cut the whole 
concern, and we w a s t e d some time in catching him. 

U was the afternoon w h e n we rode through the lanes 
of a large Indian v i l l a g e , and shortly a í l c r arrived .it 
Colon, an hacienda b e l o n g i n g to Don Antonio O r r i a . He 
was from home, but t h e good reception of the honest 
administrador, the n i c r , <-Ioan, cheerful house, with its 
pretty painted chairs , ^ o o d beds, the excellent. Iireakfasls 
and dinners, and the g o o d tvtil visible in the whole estab* 
lishment, delighted us v e r y much, and decided us to pittli 
our tent here for a day o r two. Some Spaniards, hearing 
of C n's arr iva l , r o d e over from1 a distance to see him, 
and dined with us. T h e r e was a capital housekeeper, 
famous for her exce l l ent cakes and preserves. W e h;id 
also the refreshment o f a w a r m bath, ;ind felt ourselv< $ 
as much at home a s i f we had been in our own 
house. 

T h e next morning w e rode through lhe great SIÎ ÍII-
cane fields to the h a c i e n d a of San Nicolas, one of the finest 
estates in the republ ic , eighteen leagues long and fivt 
wide, belonging to S e ñ o r Z a m o r a , in right of his wife. 
It is a productive place , b u t a singularly dreary residence. 
W e walked out to see a l l the works, which are on a great 
scale, and breakfasted w i t h (he proprietor, who was there 
alone. W e amused o u r s e l v e s by seeing the workmen 
receive their weekly p a y ( t h i s being Saturday) , and at the 
mountains of copper p i l e d up on tables in front of the 
house. There is a feeling: of vastness, of solitude, and of 
dreariness in some of t h e s e great haciendas, which is 
oppressive. Espec ia l ly a b o u t noon, when everythbig is 
still, and there is no s o u n d except the incessant buzz of 
myriads of insects, I c a n imagine it like what the world 
must have been before m i n i was created. 
. Colon, which is not s o large as Snn Nicolas, has a 
greater air of life about i t ; and in fact we liked it so well, 
that, as observed, w e ' s e e m e d inclined to consider it. 
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nut as ¡1 c o l o n , hut ;i J t i l l s l o p . Y o u must not cxpcuL more 
vivacious puns in iicz-m c a l i e n t e . W e rode back from San 
Nicolas in the afternoon, accompanied by the proprietor, 
and had somr ilmiiKhls of ^oinj i l<> M t i l t w i u r u s in the 
evening, to see tlie " B a r b e r of S e v i l l e " performed by_ a 
strolling company in the open a i r , under a tree ! admit
tance twenty-five cents. However , w e ended by remaining 
where w c were, and spent the evening- in walking: about 
throuffli tlie village, surrounded by barking- dogs, the 
greatest nuisance in these places, a n d pulling wild (lowers, 
and gathering castor-oil nuts from the trees. A begging 
I'Vanctscau friar, from the convent of San Kcrnando, 
arrived for his yearly supply of s u g a r which he beys from 
the different haciendas, for his convent , a tribute which 
is never refused. 

W e left our hospitable cuter la iner the next morning, 
with the addition of sundry baskets of cake and fruit from 
tlie housekeeper. A s wc were s e U i n # off, I asked the 
administrador if there were any b a r r a n c a s on this road. 
"No," said he, "but I have sent a basketful with one of 
(lie hoys, as I hey are very re fresh ing ." Í made no remark, 
concluding lhat I should find out his meaning- in the 
course of the journey, but keeping' a sharp look-out on 
the mysterious m o z o , w h o was added to our train. W h e n 
the light became stronger, I perce ived that he carried 
under his sarape a large basket of fine n a r a n j a s (oranges), 
which no doubt the honest admin i s trador thought I was 
inquiring after. I t rained, when w e left Colon, a thick 
misty drizzle, and the difference of the temperature gave 
us notice that we were passing out of t i e r r a c a l i e n t e . T h e 
road was so straight and uninterest ing , though the sur
rounding country was fertile, that a few barrancas would 
really have been enlivening. 

At Colon we took leave of our conductor, Don Juan , 
who returned to Atlacamulco, a n d g o t a new director of 
our forces, a handsome man, yc lept D o n Franc i sco , who 
had been a Spanish soldier. W e h a d an uncomfortable 
ride in a high wind and hard r a i n , the roads good, but 
devoid of interest, so that wc w e r e g l a d when we learnt 
that A U h c o , a town where wc were to pass the night, was 
not far off. Wi th in a mile or t w o of the city we were 
met by a tall man on horseback, w i t h a pink turban, and 
a wild, swarthy face, who looked l ike an Abencerrage, 
and who came with the compl iments of his master, a 
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Spanish gentleman, to say lliat a house had been picpiiicd 
for us in the town. 

Alliuco is a lar^e town, with a high mountain behind it, 
crowned by a white chapel, a magnilicent church at the 
base; the whole city full of fine churches and convenís , 
with u plaza and many good housey. T h e juuneiuus 
pipes, pointed all along from the roofs, have a very threat
ening and warlike effect; one seems to ride up the prin
cipal street under a strong lire. W e found that Don 
Fernando , pink turban's master, not considering hU 
own house good enough, had, on hearing of our expected 
arrival , hired another, and furnished part of it for us 1 
T h i s is the sort of wholesale hospitality one meets with in 
this country. Our room looked out upon an old Carmelite 
monastery, where C n, having a recommendation tu 
the prior, paid a visit, and found one or two good painl-
ing-s. Hero also we saw the famous cypress mentioned 
by Humboldt, which is seventy-three feet in circumference. 
T h e next morning we set out with an escort of seven 
mozos, headed by Don Francisco , and all well armed, lor 
the road from Atlisco to I'uebla is the robbers' liighway, 
par axcellence. 

T h i s valley of Atlisco, as indeed the whole department 
of Puebla, ia noled for ils fcrlil i ly, and its abundant crupn 
of maguey, wheat, maize, frijoles, garbanzos, barley, aad 
other vegetables, as well as for the hneness of its fruiis, 
its chirimoyas, etc. There is a Spanish proverb which sa)s, 

" S i a ino iur en Ind ias femes, 
Q u e sea domic los volcanes v i e r e s . " 

•'•If you go to live in the Indias , let it be within sight of 
the volcanoes; " for it appears that all the lands surround
ing the different volcanoes are fertile, and enjoy a pleasant 
climate. The great Cordilleras of Anahv\ac cross this 
territory, • and amongst these are the Mountain of the 
Malinchi, Ixtaccihuatl, Popocatepetl, and the Peak of 
Or izava . The Malinchi, a corruption by the Spaniards uf 
the Indian name Malinlzin, signifying D o ñ a Maria or 
Marina , is supposed to be called after Cortes's Indian 
Kgeria , the first Christian woman of the Mexican empire. 

Though given to Cortes by the Tabascan Indians, it 
seems clear that she was of noble birth, and that her 
father was the lord of many cities. I t is pretended that 
she fell in In a 1 fíliiil arv si h in linn, 1 hrou^'h 1 he I rcnclicn 
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of her niollu-r, who rcni.tmod after (lie dcítlli of íier first 
husband, and who, bestowing" all her affection on lhe son 
horn of ffiis second marri.'i^e, dcienninrd, !/i concert with 
her husband, that all their wealth should piiss to him. it 
happened, in furtherance of their views, that the daughter 
of one of their slaves died, upon which they gave out that 
they had lost iheir own daughter, affi:rled to mourn for 
her, and, at the same time, privately sold iier, after the 
fashion of Joseph's brethren, to some merchants of Glea-
lanco, who in their turn disposed of her to their neigh-
hours, the Tabascans , who presented her to Cortes. That 
she was beautiful and o f great talent, versed in different 
dialects, the devoted friend of the Spaniards, and serving 
as their interpreter in their negotiations with the various 
Indian tribes, there seems no doubt. She accompanied 
Cortes in all his expeditions—he followed her advice; and 
in the whole history of the conquest, D o ñ a Marina (the 
name given to the beautiful slave at her Christ ian bap
tism) played an important part. H e r son, Mart ín Cortes, 
a knight of lhe order of Santiago, was put to the torture 
in the time of Philip I I . , on some unfounded suspicion of 
rebellion. It is said that when Cortes, accompanied by 
Doña Marina, went to Honduras, she met Iier guilty rela
tives, who, bnthed in tears, threw themselves at her feet, 
fearful lest she might avongc herself of their cruel treat
ment; but that she calmed their fears, and received them 
with much kindness. The name of her birthplace was 
Painala, n villarfc in the province of Cuatzncualeo. After 
the conquest, she was married to a Spaniard, named Juan 
de Jaramillo. 

But I have wandered a long- way from the Sierra 
Malinrhi. The two great volcanoes, but especially Popo-
nnlepetl, the highest mountain in New Spain, seem to 
follow the traveller like his gfuardlan spirit, wherever he 
pocs. Oriza va, which forms a boundary between the 
departments of Puebla and V e r a Cruz , 3s said to be the 
most beautiful of mountains o n a near approach, as it Is 
the most magnificent at a distance; for while its summit 
¡s crowned with snow, its central part is gtrdecj by tbjck 
forests of cedar and pine, and its base is adorned -yvith 
woods and sloping fields covered with flocks, and cfottecl 
with white ranchos and small scattered vil lages; form
ing the most agreeable and varied landscape imag^in-
iihle. Ixtaceihuall means white woman ; Popocatepetl the 
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mountain that throws out smoke. T h e y are thus celebrated 
by the poet Heredia : 

Nieve t1 Lerna I corona las cabezas 
De I x laec i lmat l puríssimo, O r i z a v a 
Y Popocatepet l ; s in que el inv ierno 
T o q u e j a m a s eon destructora mano 
I .os i al l iens fert i l l fsimos do ledo 
| , i m m in i r l imliu r n |>ui]>Hi;» li|:<-i;i 
WirO Iciiii s r , I ellej.'ilitio i-I Itj illo 
Del sol MI OrcidMit i ; , (|Ui: si i c i m 
Jin yelo eterno y perennal verdura 
A tórrenles versió su luz dorathi , 
V vió a natui 'aleza conmovida 
C o n su dulce calor , hervir en vi l la . 

T R A N S L A T I O N . 

K l e r n a l snow crowns the majest ic heads 
Ü Í O r i z a v a , Popucalepel 1, 
And of I x l a c c i l m a l l i lie most pure. 
Ni 'V ' t d'"1» whi l r i wi l l l ill";! i in I ¡ vr lnmd 
L a y waste l lu: ti'itili: li<dd--9 wln-rc. I rum aim' 
T h e Ind ian views ihcn i bathed in purple VtgUt 
And dyctl MI JJOM, i i-llet l i u j ; llu: la;¡l rays 
Of (lie br i j jh l sun, w h i d i , sinking;' in tin* west, 
Poured forth his flood of (golden l ight , serene 
Midst ice d e n i a l , and perenninl t i t e e n ; 
And yaw al l na tun: w a r m i n d into l ife, 
Moved hy the gentle radiance of b is (ires. 

The morniny; was really cold, and when we first set oul, 
Pococatcpetl was rolled up in a mantle of clouds, 'llu: 
road led us very near him. T h e wind was very piercing, 
and K was mounted on a curate's pony, evidenlly 
accustomed to short distances and easy travelling. W e 
had been told that it was "muy própr io para Señora," 
very much suited lo a lady, an encomium always passcil 
upon the oldest, most stupid, and most obstinate quad
ruped that the haciendas can boast. W e overtook and 
passed a party of cavalry, g-uardin^- some prisoners, whom 
they were conducting" to Puebla. 

A.S the sun rose, all eyes were turned with amazemem 
and admiration to the ^reat volcano. T h e clouds parted 
in the middle, and rolled off in great vwlmncs, liltc a 
curtain withdrawn from a high altar. The snowy top and 
sides of the mountain appeared, shining in the bright sun, 
like a grand dome of the purest white marble. But it 
cannot be described, I thonghl of S inai , of Moses on the 



Great Pyramid 331 
Mount, when the glory of the L o r d was passing by; of the 
mountain of the Transfiguration, something too intolerably 
bright and magnificent for mortal eye to look upon and 
live. W e rode slowly, and in speechless wonder, till the 
sun, which had crowned the mountain like a glory, rose 

¡ slowly from its radiant brow, and we were reminded that 
¡I was limi' l<> ride funvards. 

W e were jinl lar from the ancient cily of Cliulula, lying 
on a grcal plain at a short dislance from the moimlains, 
and glittering in the sunbeams, as if it still were the city 
of predilection as in former days, when it was the sacred 
city, "the Rome of Anahuac ." it is still a large town, 
with a spacious scpiare and many churches, and the ruins 
of its great pyramid still attest its former grandeur; but 
of the forty thousand houses and four hundred churches 
mentioned by Cortes, there are no traces. The base o í 
lilis pyramid, which at a distance looks like a conical 
mountain, is said by Humboldl to be larger than that: of 
any <l¡:.< o v n e d in llic old ronl inciil., being double Ibal. of 
Cheops. It is made of layers of bricks mixed with coats 
of clay and contains lour slories. In (In: midst of the 
principal plaflorm, where the Indians worshipped (Juelzal-
coatí , the god of the air {according to some the patriarch 
Noah, and according lo others the apostle Saint T h o m a s ! 
for d o c t o r s d i l f e r ) , rises a church dedicated to the Virgen 
de los Remedios, snrrounded by cypresses, from which 
there is one of the most beautiful views in the world. 
From this pyramid, and it is not the least interesting cir
cumstance connected with it, Humboldt made many of 
his valuable astronomical observations. 

The treachery of the people and priests of Cholula, who, 
after welcoming Cortes and the Spaniards, formed a plan 
for exfermlnaling them all , which was discovered by D o ñ a 
Marina, through the medium of a lady of the city, was 
visited by him with the most signal vengeance. T h e 
slaughter was dreadful; the streets were covered with 
dead bodies, and houses and temples were burnt to the 
ground. T h i s great temple was afterwards purified by 
his orders, and the standard of the cross solemnly planted 
in the midst. Cholula, not being on the direct road to 
Puebla, is little visited, and as for us our time was now 
so limited, that we were obliged (o content ourselves with 
a mere passing observation of the pyramid, and then to 
hurrv forward to Puebla. 
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W e enlercd thaL ci ly to the number of eighteen persons, 

eighteen horses, and scvernl mulos, and passed some 
people near the gates who were carrying blue-eyed angels 
to' the chosen city, and who nearly let them drop, in 
astonishnlrnl, on seeing such a cavalcade, W e were 
Vr-ty eulil, aiul ír-lt M I y iii t'd a:- wo M H I C into llic court
yard of the hotel, yet rather chagrined to think that the 
remainder of our journey was now to he performed in a 
diligence. Having brought my story up to civilized life, 
and it being late, f conclude. 
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PUKHI.A. 

Y o u will be surprised when 1 lell you thai, notwhhstami-
ing .our fatigue, we went to the theatre the evening we 
arrived, and sat through a long and tragical performance, 
in the box of Don A—:—o H o, one of the richest 
qiltzens of Puebla, who, hearing of our arr ival , instantly 
came to invite us to his house, where he assured us rooms 
were prepared for our reception. But being no longer in 
savage parts, where it is necessary to throw yourself on 
the hospitality of strangers or to sleep in the open air, we 
.declined his kind offer, and rrmjuMcd in (he inn, which is 
very tolerable, though we do not sec it now en beau as we 
did last; year, when we. were expected there. The theatre 

pican and neat, but dull, and we were much more looked 
iit than the actors, for few foreigners (ladies especially) 
remain here for any length of time, and their appearance is 
sQniewhat of a novelty. Our toilet occasioned us no small 
diflicMlty, now that we were again in polished cities, for 
you may imagine the condition of our trunks, which.two 
mules had galloped with over ninety leagues of plain and 
mountain, and which had been opened every night. Such 
torn gowns, crushed collars, ruined pé lér ines ! One carpet 
bag had burst and discharged its contents of combs, 
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brusiics, etc., over a barranca, where some day they may 
be picked up as Indian antiquities, and sent lu the 
Museum, to be preserved as a proof that Montezuma's 
wives brushed their hair. However, by dint of a washer
woman ¡uní sundry im .sNj j ;v . . i lo / 'Ü/ÍÍÍ /ÍÍCÍ'ÍKV (hair-drcssers), 
wc were enabled lo litru out something like Christ ian 
travellers. T h e first night we could not sleep on account 
of the innumerable ants, attracted probably by a small 
garden, with one or two orangcrtrees in it, into which 
our room opened. 

The next morning we had a great many visitors, and 
though there is here a good deal of that provincial pre
tension one always meets with out of a capital, we found 
some pleasant people amongst them. T h e S e ñ o r a I I o 
came in a very handsome carriage, with beautiful northern 
horses, and took us out to see something of the town. 
Its extreme cleanness afler Mexico is remarkable. In that 
respect it is the Philadelphia of the republic; with wide 
streets, well paved; large houses of two stories, very solid 
and well built; magniliccnt churches, plenty of water, and 
withal a dulness which makes one feel as if the houses 
were rows of c o n v e n í s , and all the people, except beggars 
and a few business men, shut up in performance of a 
vow. 

The house of D o n A o H o is, I think, more 
elegantly furnished than any in Mexico. I t is of immense 
size, and the floors beautifully painted. One large room 
is furnished with pale blue satin, another with crimson 
damask, and there are fine inlaid tables, handsome mirrors, 
and everything in very good taste. H e and his wife are 
both very young—she not more than nineteen, very delicate 
and pretty, and very fair; and in her dress, neatness, and 
house, she reminds me of a Philadelphian, always with 
the exception of her diamonds and pearls. T h e ladies 
smoke more, or at least more openly, than in Mexico; 
but they have so few amusements, they deserve more 
indulgence. There are eleven convents of nuns in the 
city, and taking the veil is as common as being married. 
W e dined at the S e ñ o r a H o's; found her very amiable, 
and heard a young lady sing, who has a good voice, but 
complains that there are no music-masters in Puebla. 

T h e fine arts, however, are not entirely at a standstill 
here; and in architecture, sculpture, and painting, there 
is a good deal, comparatively speaking, worthy of notice. 
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There used to be a proverb amongst tJic Mexicans, llidt 
" i f all men had live senses, the Poblanos had seven." 
T h e y arc considered vciy reserved in their m a n n e r s - s i 
natural consequence of iheir having actually no society. 
Kormcrly, I'ucbhi rivalled Mexict) ¡11 population and in 
industry. The plague, which carried off lifty thousand 
persons, was followed by the pestilence of civil war, ami 
Puebla dwindled down to a very secondary city. But uc 
now hear a great deal of their cotton-factories, and oí 
the machines, insl r u i n cuts, and workmen, brought from 
Kumpe here, already giving ciuploymwit to lliirly ihous.uul 
individuals. 

In the evening we drove to the new pasco, a public 
promenade, where none of the public were to be seen, and 
which will be prcfly when the young trees grow. 

u j t h . — C n went out. early, and returned the visit of 
the celebrated Don N. Ramos Arispe, now an old man, 
and canon of the cathedral, but formerly deputy in ihr 
•Spanish Cortes, and the most zealous supporter of the 
cause of independence. It is said that he owed the gn-.it 
iniluence which he bad over men of a middling characlcr, 
rather to his energetic, some say to his domineering dU-
posilion, (ban to genius; that he was clear-headed, activi, 
dexlerous, remarkable lor discovering hidden spriligs and 
secret motives, and always keeping his subordinates 
zealously employed in his affairs. C - n also visited the 
bishop, Señor Vasques, who obtained from Rome (lie 
aeknowledgincnt. of independence. 

W e sel out after breakfast with several gentlemen, 
who came to take us to the cotton-factories, etc. \ \ c 
went (irst to visit the íartory eslnhlishcd at the mill ui 
Sun to 1 )i unindo, a lit I le way out ol tin- city, and eaílcd 
" Ua" Constancia M e j i c a n a " (Mexican Constancy) . It was 
the lirst established in the republic, and deserves its name 
from the great obstacles that were thrown in the way oí 
its construction, and the numerous dilliculties that had to 
be conquered before it came into effect. 

In 1831 a junta for the encouragement of public industry 
was formed, but the obstacles thrown in the way of every 
proposal were so great, that (be members all abandoned it 
in despair, excepting only lhe S e ñ o r D o n Ksieban A\i\u-
ñ a ñ o , who was determined himself to. establish a manu
factory of cotton, to give up bis commercial relations, and 
to employ his whole fortune in' attaining this object. 
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He bought Lhe mill o í Smito Domingo for one hundred 

jiiid seventy-eight thousand dollars, and began to build 
the edilice, employing ioreign workmen at exorbitant 
prices. In ihis lie spent so nuich of his capital, that he 
was obliged lo have rerourse to flu: Haiiíf of Avio for 
assistance. The hank (avio meaning pecuniary assistance, 
ur advance of funds) was established by Don L u c a s 
Alaman, and intended as an encouragement to industry. 
I lul industry is not of the nature of a hothouse plant, to 
he forced by arlificial means; and these grants of funds 
have but rrc;ited monopolies, and consequently added lo 
the general poverty. Machinery, lo the amount of three 
thousand eight hundred and forty spindles, was ordered 
for A n t u ñ a n o from the United States, and a loan granted 
him of one hundred and seventy-eight thousand dollars, 
but of which he never received the whole. Meanwhile his 
project was sneered at as absurd, impossible, ruinous; 
but, iirmly resolved not lo abandon his enterprise, he con
tented himself with living with the strictest economy, 
himself and his mmicrous family almost suffering from 
want, ami IVeijuenlly unable to obtain credit for the 
provisions necessary for their daily use. 

T o hasten the arrival of the machinery, he sent an agent 
to the north lo superintend it, and lo hire workmen; but 
the commercial house to which he was recommended, and 
which at fir si: gave him the sums he required, lost their 
ronlidenee in I he agent, and redemande.d their money, so 
thai he was forced lo sell his clothes in order lo obtain 
food and lodging. In July, 1833, n íací i inery was 
embarked at Philadelphia, and in August arrived at V e r a 
C r u z , fo lhe care of Señor Paso y Troncoso, who nevcv 
abandoned Anl nftano in his adversity, and even lent him 
unlimiled sums; but much delay ensued, and a year 
elapsed before it reached Puebla. There, after it was all 
set up, the ignorant foreign workmen declared that no 
good results would ever be obtained; that the machines 
were bad, and the cotton worse. However, by the month 
of January, 1833, they began to work in the factor}', to 
which was given the name of "Mexican Constancy." A 
mechanist was then sent to the north, to procure a col
lection of new machinery; and, after extraordinary delays 
and difitcnlties, he embarked with it at N e w Y o r k in 
February, 1837. 

l i e was shipwrecked near Cayo-I lucso , and, with all the 
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m a d m w r y lie could ¡>uvc» icUuncti \o the 1101 ill in llit 
brig A r g u s ; hut on his way Uiere he was shipwrcclad 
again, and all the machinery lost 1 l i e went to Pliila-
dclplua, to have new inuehincs uunsUucted, and in Au^UbL 
re-embarked in the Delaware. Incredible as it may seem, 
the Delaware was wrecked uJÍ Cayo-Alcatraees, and /or 
the third lime the machinery was lost, the mechanist 
saving- himself with great diiliculty ! 

Jt seemed as if gods and men had conspired against the 
cotton spindles; yet Antuñanu persevered. Fresh ma-
chijicry was ordered; and though by another lalalily il 
was dclamed, owing lo the blockade ol the ports by- tlit 
I^rench squadron, seven thousand spindles were landed, 
and .speedily put in operation. Others have followed the 
example of S e ñ o r A n l u ñ a n o , who has given a decided 
impulse to industry in Puebla, besides a most extraordi
nary example of perseverance, and a determined struggle 
against what men call bad luck, which persons of a feebler 
character sink under, while stronger minds oppose till they 
conquer it. 

It was in his carriage we went, and lie accompanied ti.s 
all over the building. It is beautifully siluated, and at 
a distance has more the air of a summer palace than o( 
a cotton-factory. Its order and airiness are delightful, 
and in the middle of the court, in front of the building, is 
a large fountain of the purest water. A Scotchman, who 
has been there for some time, says he has never seen 
anything to compare with it, and he worked six years in 
the United States. A n t u ñ a n o is unfortunately very deaf, 
and obliged to use an ear-trumpet. He seems an excel
lent man, and I tru.sl he may be tiltiiuately siuvesM'nl. 
Wl) Olimo uut tnivrrcd with coifou, na if we hud buen juM 
unpacked, and were next taken to visit a very handsome 
new prison, which I'licy are building in the city, but 
whether it will ever be ünished , or not, is more doubtful. 
YVc also visited the foundl ing Hospital, a large building, 
where there arc more children than funds. T h e y were all 
dean and respectable-looking, but very poor. A n l u ñ a n o 
presented (hem with two hundred dollars, as a memorial, 
lie said, of our visit. 

C n then went lo the convent of l i l Carmen, to sec 
the paintings of the Life of the Virg in , supposed to be 
original works of Murillo, particularly the Ascension and 
Circumcision ; but which arc iil-arran^ed, and have suf-
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íciuíi greatly i'rom nc^lccl , many of ilium being lorn. 
Indeed, in some of ihem arc large holes made by the boys, 
w h o insisled that the Jewish priest was i l i c d e v i l . There 
is a Descent from Lhe Cross , which is reckoned a line 
painting; and it is a pity that these works should be shut 
up in this old convent, where there are about half-a-dozen 
old monks, and where they serve no purpose, useful or 
ornamental. W e r e they removed to the Mexican Museum, 
;iml arranged with care, they would at least serve as 
models lor those young artists who have not the m e a n s 
of forming their lasle by Kuropcan travel. Zcndcjas as 
a painter, and Coro as a scuJptor, bofh natives of 1'uebla, 
are celebrated in their respective arts, but we have not yet 

seen any of their works. C n also visited the bishop, 
and saw his paintings and library, which we hope to do 
lo-morrow; and from thence went to the college, the 
rector of which was a t t a c h é in Spain to the, Minister 
Santa Maria. 

W e dined again in the house of S e ñ o r H o. T h e 
manner in which his Doors are painted is pretty and 
curious. It is in imitation of carpets, and is very rich in 
appoamncc'and very cool in reality. A great many of the 
iloors here are painted in this way, either upon canvas 
with oil colours, or upon a cement extended upon the 
bricks of which the floor is made, and prepared with glue, 
lime, or clay, and soap. 

S e ñ o r H o has four young and pretty sisters, all 
nuns in different convents. As there are no other schools 
but these convents, the young girls who are sent there 
become attached to the nuns, and prefer remaining- with 
them lor ever to re I iirning home. After dinner, accom
panied \>y Don N. Kamos Arispe, whom C n formerly 
knew intimately in Madrid, and by various other ecclesi
astics, we visited the boast of Puebla, the cathedral, which 
we did not do when we passed through the city on our 
arrival last year. T o my mind, I have never seen any
thing more noble and magniliecnt. I t is said that the 
rapid progress of (he building- was owing- to the assistance 
of two angels, who nightly descended and added to its 
heig-hl, so that each morning the astonished workmen 
found their labour incredibly advanced. T h e name given 
to the city, "Puebla de los Angeles," is said to be owing-
to this tradition. 

It is not so large as the cathedral of Mexico, but it is 



338 Life in Mexico 
more elegant, simpler, and in beUer (able. Sixteen 
columns of exquisilc marble, adorned with silver and gold, 
form the tabcrnade (in Mexico called el Ciprés) . This 
native marble, called Puebla inaiblc, is brought from lhe 
quarries of Tolniiiclnun.-an and T r r n l i , al two ; I I H I st;\<ii 
leagues from the city. T h e floor oí the cathedral is ol 
marble—the great screens and high-backed chairs oí 
richly-carved cedar. l ivery thing was opened to show us; 
the tombs where lhe bishops are buried ; the vault where 
a martyr lies, supposed to have been miraculously pre
served lor centuries, the gift of" a pope to a bishop oí 
Putibla. The ligure appears to be o í wax, enclosing the 
skeleton of the martyr , and has the most angelic coun
tenance I ever beheld. I t is loaded with false emeralds 
and diamonds. 

W e were also shown the jewels, which they keep buried, 
in case of a revolution. T h e Custodia, the gold stand in 
which they carry the Host , is enliiely encrusted with large 
diamonds, pearls, emeralds, amethysts, topazes, and 
rubies. The chalices are equally rich. There arc lour 
sets of jewels for the bishop. O n e of his crosses is nl 
emeralds and diamonds; another of topazes and diamomh, 
with great rings of lhe same, belonging to each. 

I n the evening we went with lhe M family, who 
have been very civil to us, to the theatre, where we saw a 
comedy better acted and more amusing than the tragedy 
which they murdered two nights before. W e went early 
the next morning to the bishop's palace, to see his fine 
library and collection of paintings, where there were a few 
modern originals and many fine copies of the old masters. 
W e then went with the Scfiora H o, to return (In: 
visits of the ladies who had called on us. T h e young 
ladies invariably complain that they have neither music, 
nor. drawing, nor dancing masters. There is evidently a 
great deal of musical taste among them, and, as in every 
part of Mexico, town or country, there is a piano (tal cual) 
in every house; but most of those who play are self-taught, 
uiul uulurally abandon it very soon, for want of mslruelion 
or encouragement. W e are now going to dine out, and 
in the evening we go to a concert in the theatre, given by 
the S e ñ o r a Cesar i and Mr. Wal lace . A s wc must rise at 
three, to set off by the diligence, I shall write no more 
from this place. Our next hitlers will be from Mexico. 
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Mi íxxco, 2,|tli, 

Wiv went lo the concert with our friends, lhe H os. 
The music was bcl ler [han I lie msUuiuenLs, and Lhe 
Señora Cesar i looked handsome, as she always does, 
besides being beautifully dressed in white, with Par i s 
wreaths. VVc took leave of our friends at the door of the 
hotel, at one in the morning, and lay down for two hours, 
in the full expectation of being robbed the following day, 
a c ircumstance which has now grown so common, that 
when the diligence from Puebla arrives in safety, it excites 
rather more sensation than when it has been stopped. 
The governor had ordered us an escort to Mexico, to be 
stationed about every six leagues, but last week the escort 
itself, and even the gallant ollicer at its head, were sus
pected of being the plunderers. Our chief hope lay in 
that well-known miraculous knowledge which they possess 
as to the value of al l travellers' luggage, which no doubt 
not only makes them aware that we arc mere pilgrims for 
pleasure, and not fresh arr iva l s , laden with European 
commodities, but also renders them perfectly familial".with 
the contents of our well-shaken portmanteaus; so that we 
trusted that a sarape or two, a few rings and earrings, 
and one or two shawls , would not prove suflicicnt to tempt 
them. W e got into the diligence in the dark, half asleep, 
having taken all the places but three, which were engaged 
before w c came; some sleepy soldiers on horseback, ready 
to accompany us, and a loaded gun st icking out of each 
window. Var ious beggars, who arc here innumerable, 
already surrounded u s ; and it is, by the way, a remark
able circumstance, that notwithslanding the amaxing 
numbers of lhe l é p e r o s in Puebla, the churches there are 
kept scrupulously clean, from which Mexico might take a 
hint with advantage. 

Puebla is one of the few cifies founded by the Spanish 
colonists, instead of being built upon the ruins of former 
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greutiiob^. U was luuiidcd in the sixtccnLli century, on 
the plains of Acajete, in a site occupied only by a few huls 
belonging to the Cholula Indians. I t is surrounded by 
productive corn estates, and the landscape, when the light 
visited our eyes, was fertile though Hat. T h e two iincst 
views oí" Puebla may be seen from the towers of the 
cathedral, and from an azotea in the street of S a n Agustin. 
T h e landscape is extremely varied and very extensive. 

T o the north wc see the numnlain oí T l a s c a l a , the 
MulhtlcuoycU, better known as the Mal iuch i ; next it the 
hill and temple'of (uiadalupe and the mountain of the 
IMhai", crowned by its while church. Other churches and 
convents adorn the slopes of the mountains, the Church 
of Loreto, the Temple of C a l v a r y , etc. T h e Malinchi is 
fertile, but these inferior mountains are sterile and luiré. 

T o the south lie the great volcanoes, and between them 
we can distinguish the diilieult and sleep road by which 
Cor le s undertook his first march to Mexico. W e also sec 
the city and pyramid of Cholula , the hill of S a n Nicolas, 
ahd • that of S a n Juan , where General Bustamante en
camped in 1832, when he went out against Santa A n n a ; 
near it the farm-houses of Posadas and Zavaleta , one 
celebrated by a battle, the other by a treaty. 

' T o the east, but at a greater distance than the other 
mountains, rises the Peak of O r i z a v a , the Star Mountain; 
the side now seen, that which rises over the table land of 
Mexico; its other side descends rapidly to the burning 
plains of Vtira C r u z , and is the first distinguishable land 
discerned by those who approach these coasts. E v e n at 
this distance, its snowy summit is seen contrast ing with its 
fertile woods and pleasant vil lages. I t has , what mortals 
rarely poasess united, 11 warm h r a r l , wi lh n r l u u r , cold 
head. 

W e were awakened at a posada by their bringing us 
some hot coffee, and a man with a white nightcap on, 
having poked his head in at the window, in defiance of a 
loaded musket, [ concluded he was a l é p e r o , and sleepily 
told him I had nothing for him, in the phrase of the 
country to importunate beggars ; "Perdone V . por Dios ! " 
" E x c u s e me, ' for God's s a k e ! "—but lie proved to be a 
gentleman, who merely came to put himself and his 
property at our disposal, at that early hour of the morning. 

W h e n we entered the black forest, and passed through 
the dark pine woods, then the stories of robbers began, 



Tales of Murder 341 
^ just as people at sea seem to take a particular pleasure 
1 in talking of shipwrecks. E v e r y cross had its tale of 

murder, and by the way, it seems to me, that a work 
written with connaissance de cause, and entitled " H i s t o r y 
of the Crosses ," though it might not equal the " H i s t o r y o í 
the Crusndes ," would he quite as interesting, and much 
more romantic, than the Newgate Calendar. T h e diííi-
culty would consist in procuring authentic information con
cerning them. There were a lady and two gentlemen in 
the diligence, and the lady seemed to be very much an fait 
us io their purporl and history. Under one her own 
servnnt was buried, find she gave rather a graphic account 
of his murder. H e was sitting outside, on the top of the 
diligence. T h e party within were numerous but unarmed, 
Suddenly a number of robbers with masks on came shout
ing down upon them from amongst the pine frees. T h e y 
first took aim at the poor mono, and shot him through 
the heart. H e fell, call ing in piteous tones to a padre 
who w a s in the coach, entreating him to stop and confess 
him1, and groaning out a farewell to his friend the driver. 
Mortal fear prevailed over charity both in priest and lay-
mnn, and the coachman, whipping up his horses, passed at 
full gallop over the body of (he murdered man, so that, 
the robbers being on foot, the remainder of the party 
escaped. 

W h i l s t we were listening to tales of blood' and murder, 
our escort took leave of us, supposing that we should meet 
another immediately, whereas we found that w c had 
arrived at the most dangerous part of the road, and that 
no soldiers were in sight. W e certainly made up our 
minds to an attack this time, and got ready our rings 
and wfilehcs, not to hide, but to give, for we womenkind 
were clearly of opinion, that in case of an attack, it was 
much better to attempt no defence, our parly having only 
two guns amongst them. 

There was &- diligence some way behind 'us,' full of 
people, and belonging to another line; driven by a Y a n k e e 
coachman, so drunk that he kept his seat with difficultyj 
and, in defiance of all remonstrances, persisted in driving 
the coach at a gallop close by the br ink of the great 
precipice along which the road wound ; so that the poor 
passengers were exposed to a double danger. 

Suddenly our escort appeared at the top of the hill , and 
the officer, riding up, excused himself to C — n for the 
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delay, which had misen from tluir luv im; hv.rn cn^.ifcil 
in a skirmish wilh llic nibbtrs in iluil very pl;n:o. \ v . o 
he snid wen; íi ikcii , and lu- I K K I nii irrhrd ihem a i l l u 
Puebla, where they will probably be let off in a few day^, 
after a form of trial. Four had escaped, and had hid 
themselves amongst the trees and rocks, but could not, 
according to his calculations, be very far off. However, 
we were quite reassured by the arrival o í the soldier^, 
and the M ^ h t ul Kiti Kriu wa:. very n viviiij;. VW ^ui A 
very tolerable dinner from tint liordelnise in the, foiest-
va l l ry ; and alllioti];h llie nexl pari id lhe mad is reckunnl 
very insecure, we had no longer any apprehension, as 
besides having- an escort:, the fact that some of the robbers 
had been taken a few hours before, made it very unlikely 
that they would renew their attempts that day. 

T h i s pestilence of robbers, which infests the republic, 
has never been eradicated. They arc in fact the gruwth 
of civil war. Sometimes in the guise of insurgents, 
taking an active part in the independence, they have inde
pendently laid waste the country, and robbed all whom 
1 hey mel. A s ex pel lei s ul I he Spauia ids, 11 i r s e arinetl 
bands infested the roads bel ween V e r a Cruz and llu-
capital, ruined all commerce, and wilhotil any paiticular 
inquiry into political opinions, robbed and nnudcred in all 
directions. In iSa-i a law was proposed in congress, 
which should subject all armed bands of robbers to mili
tary judges, in order to shorten proceedings, for many of 
those who had been apprehended and thrown into prison, 
found some opportunity to escape, while their trial was 
pending, and many had been imprisoned four or five times 
for the same offence, yet never brought, to justice. In this 
law were included bolli robbers by profession and IIIOM-
bodies of insurgents who were merely extempore amateurs. 

But whatever measures have been taken at difieren! 
limes to eradicate this evil, its causes remain, and the 
idle and unprincipled will always take advantage of the 
disorganized state of the country, to obtain by force what 
they might gain by honest labour. Count says 
gravely, that he cannot imagine why we complain "of 
Mexican robbers, when the city of London is full of 
organized gangs of rullians, whom the laws cannot reach; 
and when Engl ish highwaymen and housebreakers are the 
most celebrated in the world. Moreover, that Mexican 
robbers are never unnecessarily cruel, and in fact are very 
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easily moved to compassion. T h i s last assertion may, 
occasionally iioid good, but their cruel tic:; to travellers 
are loo well known to bear him out in it as a general 
remark. 

As a proof of their occasional moderation, I may men
tion, that the ladies of the F — — a family, at the time of 
their emigration, were travelling' from Mexico with a 
¡Huiré, when they were met by a party of robbers or in-
MU'jjeiits, who slopped (he r o a c h , and commenced pil-
iíifíing. Amongst o I her arlieles of value, they .seized a 
miinbci' of silver dishes. The padre observed to them, 
that as (his piale did not belong' lo the ladies, bid was 
lent them by a friend, they would be obliged to replace it, 
and requested that one might be left as a paltern. The 
reasonable creatures instantly returned a dish and cover! 

Another time, having completely stripped an Eng l i sh 
gentleman and Ids servant, and tied them both to a tree, 
observing that the man appeared particularly distressed 
at the loss of Ids master's spurs, ihcy politely returned 
and laid the spurs beside the gentleman. 

About four o 'c loc l i , ilmugb nearly blinded with dust, 
wc once more looked down upon the valley of Mexico, and 
at live, during our last change of horses, we were met by 
Don M-——1 del C o and the Knglish courier Bcraza , 
who had ridden out to meet us, and accompanied vis on 
their fine horses as far as the Gari ta . Here we found our 
carriage wait ing; got in and drove through Mexico, dusty 
as we were, and warlike as we seemed, with guns at the 
windows, in the Calle S a n Francisco, the carriage was 
stopped by Mr. — — , Secretary to the Eng l i sh Legat ion, 
who invited us to a grand masked and fancy carnival ball 
lo he given on Monday, if: being1 now Saturday. O n our 
return home, we found everything in good order. H a d 
some diihcully in procuring ball-dresses in time. 

On Sunday we had a number of people to dinner, by 
chance, it being Spanish fashion to dine at a friend's 
house without invitation. T h i s evening we go to the 
ball. 

2 6 t h . — T h e ball was in the theatre, and very brilliant, 
but loo many of lhe first people on these occasions keep 
their boxes, and do not dance; yet it was wonderfully 
select for so large an assembly. W h e n we arrived, we 
were led upstairs by some of the commissioners, those 
who bad charge of the ball, to the E 's box, whom 
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we fount!, as usual, elegantly drosscd — lhe married Indies 
of llui family with d'minomls, tlio younger ones in while 
crape and pfold- Í had a black silk mask, but fimlinj; 
myself universally rcoo^nized, saw no particular advanla^f 
in keeping" it on, and promptly discarded it. W e took a 
few turns in the ball-room, and afterwards returned to 
the box. There were some capital figures in masks, and 
some beautiful ball-dresses, and thouoh there wcic. ;i 
number of dominoes and odd figures, 1 muid not lulj» 
remarking the great improvement in loilet which had taken 
place sinre the fancy ball of last year. One or I wo /jirls, 
especially the .Señor! I a M , wore bali-dresscs which 
could only have proceeded from the fingers of a Parisian 
modiste. Madame dc , dressed as a peasant, and 
with n mask, was known everywhere by her small foot 
and pretty figure. lUit it is impossible to look on at a 
ball * very long, not mingling with it, without growing 
t ired' and not even the numerous visitors to our box 
could 1 prevent us from feeling much more sleepy than 
during many a moonlight ride through the lovely lanes of 
/ / cmr cnJiotito. 
• Next night there was a public masked ball, but we did 

not attend it. W c feel much the better for our journey^ 
and only hope that some day C n may have leisure 
sufficient to enable us to take another ride through some 
other part of the country. T h i s being near Lent , vvc slwill 
have no soirdes for six weeks, though balls are occasion
ally given during that lime of fasting. The house has 
become very comfortable in the way of servants; our 
housekeeper a treasure, the coachman and footman excel
lent,'the cook tolerable, the soldiers rarely tipsy more than 
once a wce.k, and generally only one at n time, thi\ others 
decent—so that we have nothing to complain of. •—.— 
has established a hen-house near the stable, and any old 
Indian woman who brings her a manojo (several hens lied 
together) is sure to be received with open arms. 

One of our first visits on our return was to Tacubaya, 
where we were sorry to find the Countess C a very 
much indisposed, and her courtyard filled with carriages, 
containing visitors making inquiries. I shall now send 
off my letters by the packet, that you may see we are 
safely re-established in Mexico. 
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Dislin^uished Men—Generals Busiamantc, Synta Anna, and Victoria 
— AiiGcdotc— Señor Pedraza — Señor Gulierrez Estrada — Count. 
Cohinu— Señor Gorostiza— Don Carlos Bustamante—"Mornings 
in llie Alameda'1—Don Andrés Qu'inlana Roo — Don Lucas 
Alaman-—General Moran — General Almonte1—Señor. Cañedo — 
Señoid Neri del üarrio ami Casafiores — Doctor Valentin—Doj} 
I'Yuneiscu Tagle- —Kiyli L Re vol u [¡011^. 

II r in Jiis last letter asks wlüit clihlidg'uislicd mcii wc 
have in Mexico? and with a tone oí doubt us to their 
being very numerous. Distinguished in what vyay? As 
k'encnils, as s ia lcs incn, as men of l iterature? It seems 
lu me that a country where we have known Bustainaute, 
Sania Anna, Generai Victoria, Posada, Gomez. .Pedraza, 
Gutierrez E s t r a d a , Count Cort ina, Gorosl iza, Don Carlos 

, l íu s tamante , Quintana Roo, General Moran, Don L u c a s 
j Akimun, General Almonte, S e ñ o r Canedo, Doji Francisco 

Tagle, Señor Neri del l iar i io , Sefiur E a y o a y a , Don J o s é 
Valentin, the Count dc Casal lorcs , etc., etc., is not so 
destitute of distinguished men as he supposes. T h e pre
ceding are, I confess, strung together as they occur, to me, 
without order or regularity; soldiers, sUitesmcn, < and 
literary men, some oii one side of politics, some: on 
another, but all men :of note, and men who have acted, or 
suffered, or been distinguished in one way or another .in 
the revolutions of the last thirty-two years. And there 
is not one amongst those i have mentioned, who, if he 
were to write merely his personal history, wpultl not by 
so doing write the history of these civil wars. . The three 
firfit, as principal ligures in every revolution, are already 
historical; l í u s t a m a n t e as an honest man .,iind a .britve 
soldier; Santa A n n a us an acute general, active ancj 
aspiring, whose name has a prestige, whether for good or 
for evil, that no other possesses; General Victoria , a plain, 
uneducated, well-intentioned man, brave and enduring, ...A 
passage in his life is well known, which ought to be 
mentioned as an offset to the doubtful anecdote of the 
two-headed eagle. W h e n Yturbide, alone, fallen and a 
prisoner, was banished from Mexico, and when General 
Bravo, who liad the charge of conducting him to V e r a 
Gruí:, treated him with every species of indignity, Victor ia , 
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the sworn foe o í lho emperor during his pro spent), 
M O W , when orders were given him to see Yturbide cm-
harked, sun'oiimled him with alLentioiis, and loaded hint 
with respectful distinctions; so that: Yturbide himself, 
moved with gratitude, after exprossin^ his warm esteem 
i'or the General's consistent conduct, presented him with 
his watch as a memorial of his grateful admiration. 

As for D o n Manuel Gomez Pedraza , lie has occupied too 
distingfuished a place in the political occurrences of this 
country, not to be generally known. An officer in the 
time of the Spanish government, he was distinguished for 
his severe discipline and strict moral conduct. In the 
time of' Yturbide he was military commandant of Huas
teca, and supported the emperor, who afterwards made 
him commander-general of Mexico. In 1827 he was 
minister of war, during the presidency of Vic tor ia , and 
was disi inguished for his extraordinary activity, which 
quality was greatly wanting in that, general . In 1828 he 
and Guerrero were announced as candidates for the presi
dency, and after a terrible political tempest, Gomez 
I V d c t / a wtiM rtorlod, T h e leriiiciifaliim (h.il succeeded, 
the fury of the two parties, the Guerrcris tas and Pcdru-
z i s ias , which were mingled with Yl i irbidis las , was in
creased by the arr ival of Santa Anna at Perote with eight 
hundred men, who, hav ing shut himself up in the fortress, 
declared for Guerrero, and published a manifesto, which 
set forth that general as a hero, and his r ival as a hypo
crite. Then came the famous revolution of the Acordada, 
and both Pedraza and Guerrero disappeared. Pedraza left 
the Republic, and after another revolution, hearing that 
"the constilution and laws were re-e.slnblishcd," returned 
to Vera C m / . ; but was met by an onlcr which prohibited 
him from disembarking. l i e then set sai l for New 
Orleans . Another change brought him bade; and at this 
present juncture he lives in tranquillity, together with his 
lady, a person of extraordinary talent and learning, 
daughter of the Tazeuciado (jurisconsult) S e ñ o r A/cdrato. 
Such are lhe dlyturbed lives passed by |he "children of 
the soi l ." 

Of Gutierrez l i s trada, now far from his household gods, 
and languishing under unjust persecution, I have already 
spoken. Count Cortina is a gentleman and a scholar, a 
man of vast information, and a protector of the fine arts. 
H i s conversation is a series of electric s p a r k s ; brilliant a> 
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an ignis í a l u u s , and bewildering' as a will-o'-the-wisp. I 
have seldom heard such eloquence even in trifles; and he 
writes with as much ease as he speaks. W e have seen 
three clever pieces of his lately, showing his versati le 
genius; one upon eatihqunkes, one upon (he dcvil) and one 
upon lhe holy ía t l i er s o í the church I—the first in the 
form of a pamphlet, addressed to a lady, g iv ing a scientific 
explanation of the causes of these phenomena, interspersed 
with compliments lo her beaux y e u x ; the second is a' 
burlesque poem; and the third a g rave and learned 
dissertation. 

Don J o s é Kduardo Gorost iza, though a nntivc of V e r a 
Cruü, is the son of a Spanish ollicer, and when very young 
went to Spain, where he was known politically as a liberal, 
l i e w a s distinguished as a writer of theatrical pieces, 
which have been and stil l are very popular; and those 
which he merely translated, he had the merit of adapting 
to the Spanish stage, and Cast i l ianiz ing in grace and wit . 
One of his pieces, which we saw the other evening at the 
theatre—" Con Ugo, pan y c e b o l l a " ( W i t h thee, bread 
ami unions,) is dcl ighl lul . lie sides ucciipying a place in 
the Cabinet of Mexico, he has been C h a r g ó cTAifaircs in 
Holland, and Minister at the Court of St . James. I n 
conversation he is extremely witty and agreeable, and he 
has collected some good paintings and valuable books 
in the course of his European travels. 

T h e reputation of Don Car los Jiuslamante, deputy from 
Oajacn, is altogether l iterary. Jle has made many re
searches in Mexican antiquities; and has published a 
history of the "Discovery of A m e r i c a , " written by Padre 
Vega , which was unknown before; also the "Gal lery of 
Mexican J V i u c u s ; " " Tczeoco in the last D a y s of its last; 
K i n g s , " etc. H e lately sent me his "Mornings in the 
Alameda ," a book intended to teach Mexican young ladies 
the history of their own country. I have read but a few 
pages of it, but was s truck with the liberality of his 
remarks in regard to the Spaniards, which, coming from 
such ¡1 jioiiice, are so inueli more valuable and worthy of 
credit than any that can be made by a foreigner, that I 
am tempted to translate the passage to which 1 allude. 
" T h e Spanish government founded colleges and academies 
in the reign of the wise Charles the T h i r d ; it established 
that of fine arts , which it enriched with the most beautiful 
statues, which you can still see when you visit it. ( " T h e i r 
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t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , " he says i n a note , " c o s t scvcnly 
thousand do l l a r s . " ) l í e sent excel lent w o r k m e n , and 
i m i t a t e d his predecessor P h i l i p the Second, who sent to 
M e x i c o wha tever cou ld not find a place i n the w o r k s of the 
l i h c u r i a l . O f his wLsdum, we have [ífooÍN in ihosc muy-
uificíiiit temples w h i c h a t t r a c t the a tLcnt ion o f t ravellers , 
such as the Ca thed ra l o f M e x i c o , San Amus t ia , Santo 
D o r m p g o of Oaxaca , and others . Spain d i d no more, 
because she cou ld do no more , and Spain gave to this 
A m e r i c a a c o n s t i t u t i o n , w h i c h the M e x i c a n s themselves, 
w h o p r i d e themselves most on their learning ' , are unac
q u a i n t e d w i t h ; and whose analysis was fo rmed by Iht: 
learned Padre M i e r , i n the H i s t o r y o f the Revolu t ion , 
which , he p r i n t e d i n L o n d o n ; a c o n s t i t u t i o n , i n w h i c h are 
made mani fes t the g o o d in ten t ions o f the Aus t r i an 
m o n a r ç h s ; and the i r earnest desire to render the Indians 
h a p p y ; especially i n the case o f the g r e a t P h i l i p the 
F o u r t h , whose a u t o g r a p h l aw is p rese rved ; and w h i c h j 
have read w i t h respect and emo t ion , p roh ib i t ing" the bad 
t r e a t m e n t of the Ind i ans . I n shor t , th is A m e r i c a , i f it 
vvere considered in a stale o f s lavery under the Spanish 
d o m i n i o n , was a t least on a level w i t h the peninsula itself. 
Read over the f r i g h t f u l l i s t of taxes w h i c h oppressed the 
Sp i in ia rds , and compare i t w i t h those t h a t were .imposed 
u p o n . u s , and y o u w i l l find lhal: theirs is ii ifuiil .ely greater 
t h a n ours . These t r u l l i s being- g r a n t e d , r e m a r k the 
p rogress w h i c h the colonies had made i n sciences and arts, 
a^d th is t r u t h w h i c h escaped f r o m the l i g h t pen o f the 
censor Peris ta 'm, w i l l be conf i rmed . M e x i c o , he says, was 
thq synf lpwer p f Spain , W h e n i n her p r i n c i p a l universit ies 
tfjere were no learned men t o fill the ma thema t i ca l chairs, 
M e x i c o could boast o f D o n Car los dc Sig uenza y G ó n g o r u : 
w h e n i n M a d r i d there was no one w h o h a d w r i t t e n a good 
epic poc^n, in M e x i c o the Bernardo was composed ; " etc., 
etc,' 

, T h e nex t on m y l i s t is D o n A n d r é s Q u i n t a n a Roo , the 
b e s t m o d e r n poe t o f M e x i c o , a na t ive o f Y u c a t a n , and 
w h o . . ç a n u í tn the eupi tn l w h e n very young", l o s tudy law. 
l i ç j s sa id to possess immense learnings, and was cnthu* 
sinstie to fana t ic i sm in the cause o f independence; iusu-
m u p h t h a t h ç and his w i f e , D o ñ a Leona V i c a r i o , who 
fihfirfcd i n his a rdent love o f l i b e r t y , b r aved every danger 
in , i t s cause, suffered impr i sonmen t , escaped f r o m the 
I n q u i s i t i o n , ( r u m the hands XJÍ robbers , endured every 
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priv;»iion, so lha): their liistory would íorni a romance. 
He is now devoted to lUeniture, and though he otxabion-
ally launches forth some political pamphlet, he is probably 
wfiiricd of revolutions, and possesses all Uic calmness of 
a man whose lirsL years liave \ H : V H .spent j j i exe i leni tMjt 
and irouble.s, and who at lenglh finds consolation in .study 
alone; the well of science proving" to him the waters pf 
Lethe, in which he drinks the oblivion of all his past 
sorrows. And it is very much the case in Mexico at' 
present, that the most distinguished men are those who 
live most retired; those who have played their part on the 
arena of public life, have seen the inutility of their efforts 
in favour of their country, and have now retreated into the 
bosom of their families, where they endeavour to forget 
public evils in domestic retirement and literary occupation. 

Amongst these may be reckoned D o n L u c a s A l a m a n , 
who passed many years in Kuropc, and in 1820 was deputy 
to the Spanish Corte$. Shortly after his return he became 
minister of foreign relations, which high office lie has 
lilled during various seasons of dillieulty.1 , I i e is a man 
of learning, and has always been a protector of art and 
science. In conversation lie is more reserved, less bri l 
liant, and more minute than Count Cort ina, always 
expressing his opinion with caution, but very ready ami 
able to give information on anything in lljis country, 
unconnected with politics. General Moran, now infirm, 
and long since, retired from public service, is universally 
respected, both as a military man and a,gentleman. H e 
is married to a daughter of the late Marquis de V ivanco , 
general of division, who long held out against the inde
pendence, and when the colonial system was dissolved, 
would (iiçver g'Q further than lo desire a prince .of royal 
birth in Mexico., (jcncrnl Moran has been exiled several 
limes, and his health has not held out against bodily and 
mental suffering; but he is ending his days in a tranquil 
retirement in the midst of his family. O f General Almonte 
and of S e ñ o r Canedo, who are figuring in public life in 
our own flay, I have frequently written. 

S e ñ o r Ncr i del Barrio and the Count de Casaflore?, 
married to sisters, ladies of high birth, the eldest a 
countess ¡n her own right, are, as well as their families, 
all that is most distinguished in Mexico. S e ñ o r F a g o a g a , 

1 He is now, September, 1843, once nioru filling1 lhe same situation 
under General Santa Anna, 


