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OLD MEXICO.

TI.

BY WAY OF QUBA AND THE SPANISH MAIN.

I.

Boom! Two ruddy old castles domincering a narrow
havbor entrance; on the other side a city, gray, warm-
colored, and time-stained, and the bells of the Church of
the Angels chiming for very carly morning service! It
was Havana!

I began this journey to Old Mexico and her Lost
Provinces by sailing away from the foot of Wall Street,
East River, on the 41st day of Mamch, 1881, Some
would have begun it no doubt, by taking the railroad
to our Southern confines, and sailing Ly the steamers,
of medinm size, which ply from New Orleans, Galveston,
and Morgan City—all places fecling very much the new
stimnlus lately given to Mexican trade.  Others—and
very likely they eould not do better—wounld have taken
direct the excellent Alexandre Line, which earries the
mail from New York, ealling at Havana, Progreso, Cam-
peachy, Frontera, and Vera Cl nz.

Othiers, perchance, moro adventarons, and fond of mix-
ing as much Lardship as possible in their pleasnre, might
have crossed the frontier at ‘Texas, and, the new railroads

1




2 OLD MEXICO AND HER LOST PROGVINCES

being yet unfinished, been bumped and thumped a thon-
sand miles to the capitad in the wretched diligencias
(stage-coaches) of the country. '

I did none of these. I shall not be guilty of the ego-
tisim of insisting that I did any Detter; but I had formed
a little plan of infusing variety into the trip without
making it too onerous. I stood boldly upon the deck of
the luxurious stcamer Newport, bound for Cuba only.
From there I was to take the Jfrench packet mudking
regnlar trips froin the ports of St. Nazaire and Santan-
der to Vera Crug, and bringing much of the I'reneh and
Spavish migration; or a Dritish steamer from South-
ampton, or a Spanish one from Cadiz, might be taken in
the same way. The farc by any and all of the direct
sea routes is about the same, and may Dbe set down
roughly at $85.00. The time econsumed, where all eon-
nections are expeditionsly made, shonld be abont eleven
days.

II.

There was no uncontrollable exeitement on that raw
318t of March when we took our departnre. Teople in
the great financial mart, burrying about their stocks and
bonds, even blockaded us in an unthinking way as we
eame down to the steamer. It might have been simply
a case of going to Kurape, or anything else quite usual
and of little import. 1t was, instead, & case of going to
a land remote far beyond its distance in miles; shrouded
in an atmosphere of mystery and danger; little travelled
or songht for; the very antipodes of our own, thongh
adjoining it; venerable with age, though a part of a
new world; and said to have becn suddenly awakened
from slumber by the first tonches of a phenomenal new
development.



BY WAY OF QUBA AND THE SPANISH MAIN. 3

There are those of ns whose conception of Mexico has
been composed principally of the euts in our early school
geography, and the brief telegrams in the morning papers
announcing new revolutions, We rest satistied with this
kind of concept abont many another part of the globe as
well till the necessity arrives for going there or other-
wise clearing it np. T saw, I think, a snow voleano, and
a string of donkeys, condueted Ly a broad-brim hatted
peasant across a cactus-eovered plain. I heard dimly
isolated pistol-shots fired by brigands, and Ligh-sounding
pronunciaimentos and crnel fusillades accompanying the
overthrow [rom the P’residency of General this by Gen-
eral that, who wonld be served in the same way by Gen-
eral somebody else to-morrow. To this should be added
somae reminiscence of actions in the Mexican War, and
notably tlhie portraits «f General Scott and bluff old
Zachary Taylor.

To this, again, I would add fancies of boried cities in
Central Arcrica, and of Aztee antignity, and the valor
and astuteness of Ilernando Cortez and his eavaliers, re-
maining from Prescott’s history of the Conquest. CQue
of the most captivating of volnmes, this had secined al-
most mythical in its remoteness; and as to the idea of
actually verifylug its scenes in person, it was beyond the
wildest imagination.

Int now all at once this uncertain territory had be-
come real. The railroad had penctrated it, and made it
accessible to the average private citizen. Not that it
could yet be reached by railway, for the first international
ling is stifl incomplete, thongh its termination is near
at band; but a multitude of lincs, undertakon by Amer-
ican capital and enterprise, and aided by a Government
of liberal ideas, were traced over cvery part of the land,
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and some of them in progress. The lovomotive sereamed
along-side the troops of Jaden donkeys and in sight of
the snow volcanoes. ILven the brigands were said to
have:heen dislodged from their fastnesses, the revolutions
had ceased, and a veign of peace and security begun.

Momentous rumors from these now enterprises wore
frequent in the newspapers, and predictions indulged in
of the great incrcase of trade and population to msnlt
to Mexico by them. General Grant, to whose personal
influence much of the turning of public attention iu this
nnwonted direction, after his first visit, shonld cerlainly
be ascribed, had taken the presidency of onc of thom.
Their stocks and bonds were being prepared in bank-
parlors, but as yet there was no “boom,” little that was
gvert. -

IIT.

I did not quite know, when standing on the dce]t of the
departing steainer, that I was to return to Lh!ﬁ]gn% New
York, with ite tull towers and mansards wfd falvy-like
bridge, from the other side of the world. This journey
lengthened out into a long, desnltory ramble, beginning
with Cuba, and, after Mexico, coneluding with the most
remote, novel, and characteristic of onr own possessions
“on the Pacitic slope. There is unity of subject, and even
a certain pathos, in the recollection that this latter was
once Mexiean territory also.  Its mosb obvions basis of
life is atill Spanish, and it may be seutimentally cousid-
ered a kind of Alsace-Lorraine—a part of the sister re-
public when it was well-nigh as Jarge and powerful as
ourselves.

It was naturally cold on the 31st day of MMarch, and
binstering weather followed us down the coast as far
ag it dared. Then I awoke one morning early, at the
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BY WAY U}"' CUBAL AND THE SPANISH MAIN. 5

warm gleam of summer in the yellow lattices of my cabin
window, and, looking ont, saw that we were voyaging, on
an even kecl, on the placid blue sea of the tropies. Ira-

HAITHOLE 0 ¥ LR ETHS
Auruoys

grant odors were wafted over to us from Ilorida, thongh
we did not sce the land.  The Pan of Matanzas eane in

sight, and we studied the long, bold outline of the island
of Cuba. It was the Spanish Main. It was the perfec-
tion of weather for piracy. If the “long, low, suspicious-
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looking evaft, with raking masts,” which nsed to steal out
from sheltered covera to plunder rich galleons, had many
such days for their ocenpation, it wag, so far at least, an
enviable one.

We had on board & Cuban who lad married a Connect-
teut wife, and lived so long in a Counceticut village that
he had a kind of Couneetient acceut himself, and le was
taking his wife to see his fawnily, where, no doubt, mnch
astonishment awaited her.

The captain, a merry and cntertaining soul, had prom-
ised us, for onr Jast day’s dinner, & baked icc-crcam. Ile
endeavored to get up bets on the improbability of his
being able to accomplish it; but there, sure enough, it
was, and doubters were put to scorn. There was a form
of ice-cream, frozen hard and firm, and a erust over it,
brown and smoking—a dish, as it were, typical of our
situation, as a hardy Northern element in the embrace of
the tropics. Not to continue the mrystery of it, and as an
earnest that there shall be no “tales of a traveller” in
this record which are not strietly true, let it be explained
that the ice had been covered wiilh a light froth of white
of egg, which was rapidly browned and scorched at the
cook’s galley before the interior had time to be dissolved.

iv.

And so, 28 I say, two ruddy stone castles, full of greon
old bronze guns (we found that ant afterward), looking
down upon a narrow harbor-entrance; and it was Ila-
vana!

It was the morning of the 5ih of April on which we
entered it. 'We steamed up the strait to wlere it widens
out into a basin, made fast to a bhuoy, and had onr first
glimpge of cocoa-palms, growing, unfortunately, around
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a cluster of coalingsheds. Some harbor boats took us
ashore. We landed at broad stone steps pervaded by
smells, passed into the Custom-house (which had been
an old convent), and out of it inyo paved lanes full of
donkeys, negrocs, soldiers, sellers of fruits and lottery-
tickets, engaged 1u transactions in a debased fractional
carvency. The mouey of the debt-ridden island 1s that
of our “shin-plaster” war period, of unhappy memory. A
couple of boiled eggs in a common restanrant cost forty
cents; a ride in a horse-car, thirty-five. The wages of a
minor ¢lerk ab the same time were but $30 or $40 a
month. Iow docs he make ends wneet and provide for
Lis fotuwre? Ile buys regolarly a certain amount of
hope in the Government lottery. A demoralizing sys-
tem indeed ! I said, as I frowned over the wares of a
dealer who had lost a leg in the insurrectian, I think
it was No. 11,014 I bought, however, in a grand extra
drawing, the fivst prize of which was to be a inillion, in
paper. I trast the gontle reader will fecl that I repented
when I heard the result, seme months after, in Mexico,
and that T should have fried just as hard to repent had
I won. :

The Iavancse were exercised just then over the dis-
covery of great [rauds in their Marine Department.
Torty million dollars had been stolen, by collusion be-
tween contractors and the commissariat, since the ont-
break of the rebellion in 1868. The Morro Castle was
full of prisoncrs of distintion—ollieers, marquises, and
counts, of the sugar arvistocracy of the island, and Old
Spain—awaiting their trial by court-martial. The prin-
cipal operator, onc Antonio Gassol, had already been
sentenced te two years’ confinewment ami the restitntion
of a million of his ill-gotten gaing.

The talk of not a few intelligent persons was, that the
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ten years’ insurrection had been purposely kept alive by
vings of contractors for purposes of spoliation, and by
ambition for military advancement. Dnlee, they said—
golilg through the list of Captains-General—had married
a Cuban wife, and was secretly a traitor; De Rodas, when
agked for re-suforcemonts at a certain place, withdrew a
portion ‘of the troops already there; DPleltan was cecu-
pied in intrigning for the republican canse in Spain,
and the casy-going Concha for the canse of Iing Alfonso.
Finally, Martinez Campos andd Joveliar were sent ont,
and, yielding to the demand of the nniversal weariness,
by a little display of vigor, the one in the cabinet, the
other in the ficld, made dn end of the lunguishing
strnggle.

This may have been, however, merely the story of the
discontented, which should be taken with a grain of salt.
It is true, on the one hand, that the arca of the island is
not great, and the despateh of forees from Spain casy; the
insurgents never held a town, and reeeived no aid worth
mentioning from without. But, on the other hand, there
.were no ratlroads of consequence, the ordinary roads were
wretched, and there was the wild mandyua, as it is called,
half forest, half swamp, with which a good part of the
island has abounded from the date of Christopber Co-
lunbus down. It was in the manigue that the insn-
gents fonud refnge from pursuit.

V.

It 5o happened that the Ville de Brest was delayed in
her coming, and I had six or seven days of leisure in
the island. I employed part of it in a ron down to Ma-

_tanzas, the second city. I saw on the way the manigua,
which is sentimentally pretty, from a distance, with
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BY WAY OF CUBA AND PUHE SPANISIT MALY. 11

masses of lanrel, eypress, and graceful palms; bot within
it is a thicket of intertwisted cactus, thorns, and creep-
ers, through which a way must be opened with the ma-
chete, o Tormidable half knife, half cleaver, carried by the
peasants for general uses on the plantations, and which
served also as their weapon in the strife.

There was an lnternational IExhibition in progress at
Matanzas, casily rivalled by almost any American county
fair.  The railway ride of three houwrs and & half by a
ram-shackle train, ron by a Chinese engineer, was hot and
dusty, but how well repald by the first deep dranghts of
sutisfaction in understanding at last the heart of a trop-
ieal country! There was the thatched ecabin, shaded by
the broad-leafed banava. It wns like “DPanl and Vir-
ginia.”  Where wus the [aithfal negro Domingo? The
hedges were of eactus and dwarf pine-apple. There were
groves of coconnuts like apple-orchards witl us, and nn-
known fruils too munerous to mention. It was as if each
peasant proprictor had enltivated a gigantic conserva-
tory, and were indulging himsclf in the luxaries of life
in consideration of foregeing its necessitics,

Matanzas was dull, even with its Exposition, a pretty
plaza, and the monmory of a locally immeortal poet, Mi-
lanwes, of whon a tablet in a wall testified that he was
born and dicd in a certain honse. I looked into his
works at a book-=stall. IIe wrote on f Tears,” “ The Sea,”
“Spring and Love,” “The Fall of the Leaves,” “To
Lols,” and “A Coqmette.” “ Your mother little thought,
when she held you an infant in her arms,” he says, in
substance, to the coquette, “of what wiles and perfidics
you would be capable. Your Dbeantcous aspect will in
time fade away, and what remorseful memories will
you not then have to look back upen!”

With this dip into the poctic inspiration of the heart
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of the island of Cnba let me take the train back to
town, having made a beginning of the discovery that a
ghib rhyming talent—and facility in speech-making as
well—is commen among the Spanish-Americans.

I visited a sugar plantation, where the negro slaves,
swarming out of a great stone barracks—-the men in rag-
ged coffec-sacks, the women in bright ealicocs—were as
wild and wneonth as if just from the Congo. Next I
went to the bathing suburb of Chorrera, where theve i
a battered old fort that has done service against the pi-
rates, and where the American game of base-bull has
been acclimated.

VI

Havana was gay with parks, opera-houses, clubs, and mil-
itary music. Awnings were stretched completely across
the two narrow streets of principal shops. DBright
tinting of the modern walls contrasted with a gray old
rococo architectnre. An interior court of my hotel was
coloved of so pure an azure that it was puzzling at the
first glance to say where the sky Dbegan and the wall
ended. The more important mansions were of a size
and stateliness within which is probably nowhere su-
passed, but neither in them nor the shabby little attempt
at a gallery were theve any piciures worthy of the name.

“Yon will ind all that—the treasures of art—in Mex-
ico,” the Havanese say. “Yos indeed! that is the place
for thetn.”

They speak with great respect of Mexico, with which,
perhaps, they have no very intimate personal acquaint.
ance. Up to the independence of the latter, in 1821, it
was the richest and greatest of all the Spanish posses-

“sions; and Cuba, made more important in its turn by this
independence, was bt a stopping-place on the way to it.



BY WAY U& CUBA AND PHE SPANISH MAIN 13

It is worth while to have seen ITavana and Cuba as a
preliminary to Mexico. The Spanish tradition pervading
both is the same, with local modifieations. It was here,
too, that Iernando Cortez prepared his immortal expe-
dition of discovery and conguest. Sinee I awm preparing
my own, to follow over exactly the smne conrse, why
should I repine that the Ville de Brest is a day or two
longer in coming?

Ile was a wild young fellow in the island in early
days, this Cortez, his clironiclers say, and gave little
promise of the great qualitics lie developed iu the enter-
prise which steadied him. The shilly-shally Velasquesz
would bave stopped the sailing of his expedition and
thrown him inte prison, but he dropped down the harbor
before his preparvations were half completed and finished
them elsewhere.  Ile putb to sea at last, with five hundred
and fifty men, in nine small vessels, to undertake the eon-
quest of an empire teeming with millions.  The largest
of his vesscls was of & hundred tons, and some were mere
open boats. In these he conveyed, too, sixteen horses,
which cost hiwn, it is said of them, “inexpressibly dear.”

We make a bonast of our hardihood somctimes, yet
gramble at sca-sickness, delays, the ordinary mischances
of the traveller.  Dut thinl of it!  To sct wut in such a
fashion, without steam, without eharts, subject to every
bodily ill for which modern science has found a remedy,
and carrying yonr horses, worth well-nigh their weight in
gold, to proceed aguiust an unkuown empire!  Why, we
do not know the first principles of boldness!

VIIL

At last, on the 11th of April, the Ville de Brest came
in, and went ont again on the same day. She wag a
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steady-going, bowrgeois-looking craft, as compared wilh
the elegant American steamer, and showed traces of hard
knocks in her long, plodding journey of twenty days to
this peint. She treated us well onongh, hnwever, and
presented the novelty of surroundings for which I had
come aboard. There was a little, gold-laced captain, and
the crew wore white canvas hats and suits of two shades
of blue cotton, as if equipped for some charming nantical
opera. I believe I was the only English-speaking passen-
ger; and-as it has never been kuown to oceur to a for-
eigner to practise his English, it was an excellent oppor-
tunity for practising the langunages likely to be nceded
in the new country.

There was a young Frenchiman who had been back to
his own country to marry a wife, and brought her with
him., There was & French engincer coming to report
for prineipals in Paris on Mexican mines; an agenb of
a sehieme for ithe establishment of a national bank. A
young Italian of Novara, who had “Student” printed on
his visiting-eard, hatd scenred an engagement as clerk in
the capital for three years. Aw clderly Spaniard was
coming over to look into the subject of forgotten heri-
tages; ancther had obtained a position in the mines at
Gnanajnato. There were camuereial men, and a well:
to-do Mexican family, rotirning from their travels, with
a son who had studicd law at a Spanish university.

It has been proposed to eall this Lody of water—inade
up of the Caribbean Sea and tho Gulf of Mexico—the
Columbian Sea, in compliment to sadly-neglected Colum-
bus; and it scemns 2 good idea, but it will hardly now be
carried ont. My predecessors have seen many an inter-
esting slght ou this tropieal old Spanish Main, the source,
too, of that greatest of natural mysteries, the Gulf Strean.”
But these must have been in times long gone by. In the
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day of steam, with the swift prow always in motion, the
ocean is vacant. Thore is no catching of sharks and dol-
pling, hardly even a covey of flying-fish. Those things
were for the long, lazy periods of calm, when the deni-
zeus of the deep gathered curiously around the eraft half
quiescent among thern,

One of my predecessors in 1833—Madame Calderon
de la Barea, whose book on Mexico remains full of inter-
est still—was twenty-live days making the voyage from
ITavana to Vera Croz.  She saw, too, as she approached,
the snow-clad peaks of Orizaba and the Cofre of Perote,
thirty leagues inland.  We saw nothivg of these. The
sky was of an opaque gray above low sand-hills, on which
a white snrf was tumbling. We made ounr transit in
three days, including some stoppage by a “norther.”
The norther is of pecullar moment to the Mexiean har-
bors of the castern coast they are little more than open
rondsteads, and when it blows they cannot be entered.
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II.

VERA CURUZ

L

Tur sea of the subsiding “norther” wag still running
heavily toward Vera Ciuz, as if it would overwhelm it.
It was a little Venice that we saw when we came to it
A half-mile or so of buildings, compact and solid, with
blackened old rococo domes and steeples; yellow for the
most part, scarlet, pink, green, and blue, in patches; a
stone landing-quay, and a long, light iron picr projecting
from it. Af the end of the pier from a crane hung an
iron hook, and to this the hmagination instantly Looked
on. It was the termination of the Englisli railway to
the capital. By that voad, with all possible expedition,
we should be borne up out of the miasmatic lands of
the coast —the overluxuriant Zierra Callente-—to the
wonders of the interior.

To the left a reddish castellated fort. No subnrbs—uot
a sign of them—only long, dreary stretches of sand. Very
far down on the sand, with the sea breaking white over
her, was the Lnglish steamer Chrysolite, dragged from
her moorings by the gale and wrecked. We cane in at
evening, and joined curselves to a little cluster of stean-
ers and sailing-vessels made fast to bnoys under the lee
of a coral reef, on which stands the disreputable old cas-
tle of San Joan d’Ullea. It is whitewashed in part, and
partly as blackened by time and powder as the reef itself.
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A revolving lantern moved round on its summit. It was
told to the confiding that the Government kepc prisoners
there to turn it; and they were instructed to look for
their dark, fiitting forms and hear their lngubrious erics.
We heard all night, at any rate, the ereaking of the pumps
of an American bark along-side, which had come disabled -
into port, with a freight of logs from Alvarado, and could
barely keep afloat.

It so happened that it was the anniversary of the arri-
val of Cortez, in the year 1519, 1Te had arrived on the
evening of Thursday of Iloly Weck, and so had I. 1t
was on the morning of Good I'riday that I went ashore.
We were taken off in small boats, and our ship nunloaded
by lightevs, for there is not one of these Mexican harbors
where a ship can lie up to o wharf in safety.

More than the usual embarrassments await the ordi-
nary traveller on the quay at Vora Cruz, by so much as
he is apt to know less of Spanish than of IFrench-—in
wlhich most of the dearly-bought early foreign experience
is acqnired—ahd nobody will tell Lim the trath. Lct ik
be fixed.in mind that but one train a day starts for the
capital, and this at eleven at night. The designing by-
standers make you take your baggage to a hotel, pretend-
ing that np other course iz possible. Take it, instead, to
the depot at once and get rid of it, and then see the town.

For the town is by all means to he seen. One had
not expected much of a place the roputed home of pesti-
lence, and I shall not advise a lengthened stay; bnt, from
the point of view of the picturesque, it has some pleasant
surprises.

Founded by the Count de Monterey in the early pari
of the seventeenth century-—for it is mot quite the site
of the original Vera Cruz of Cortez, which was above—
it has now attained a population of abont seventeen thou-
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sand. The principal sheps had a large, well-furnished
aspeet, cspecially those in groceries and heavy hardware.
The Custom-house sguare was piled to repletion with
bales of cotton, railroad iron, and miscellanecns goods
awaiting transit. -

I walked, the very first thing, into a large, cool public
library, which had once been a convent. It was not muelh
of a punlie library, the books being few, and to a certain
extent bound in vellum, as if they too had belonged to
the convent; but it was publie, and what one did not
expeet.”

The clurches were of a well-proportioned, solid, gran-
dicse, roecco arveliitecture, and had charming bells. The
prineipal one, in a little shaded plaza, had its dome on-
erusted witly colored china tiles, which shone in the san
—a feature waiting in plenty farther on. They were
draped in black, and crowded with worshippers to-day,
and nbounded in strange figures of bleeding Christs, with
other evidences of a florid form of devotion.

Grass grow in joints of the pavenent in the minor
strects, as I had seen it, for instance, in some such place
as Mantua. Long waterspouts project from the tops of
the llatroofed white and yellow houses, and upon these
sit the solemn zopilotes.  All the world knows that the
strect-cleaning of Vera Cruz is couducted by the ravens,
or bnzzards; bnt all the world does not know with what
a dignity these large zopilotes, of a glossy bluackness, often
pose themselves immovably on the eaves against the deep
blue sky. They might be earved there for ornamecunt.
Many a strect-cleaning departinent is at least less senlpt-
uresque, and perbaps less efliciont.

The principal thoronghfare, ealled of the Indepen-
dence, leads to a short, concrete-covered promenade, bor-
dered with benches and a double row of cocoanut-palms,
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and this to the open country. IE is an early discovery
that the Mexican is patriotic. He is fond of naming his
strects and squares after his military achicvements, and
partienlarly the Cineo de Mayo (the Fifth of May). We
shall hear plenty wore of it, this Cinco de Maye, It was
won at Ppebla over the IFrench, in 1862. Ile attaches
also to cities the names of lis herocs. Tlus Vera Cruz
itself iz Vera Crnz of Llave, n general and governor;
Oaxaca, Oaxaca of Juarez, the sagacions D’resident; and
Puebls, Puebla of Zaragoza, its commandant on the
5th of May above-numcd.

There were notices of a bull-fight posted oun the dead
walls. Nearly all typical notes arc struck at once—plaza,
Renaissanee churches, patriotisim, bull-fight, and tropical
vegetation. I took a tram-car of a pecaliar, wide, open
pattern (mnade, however, in New York) out to the open
fields, and saw a dancing-place, a ball-ground, and the
dark, heavily walled-in cemetery.

The road to this latter should not be grass-grown, if
half the tales of droad told abroad be true. And yot
there are apologists even for the yellow-fever, or rather
those who say that its ravages are greatly magnified.

I fell in with the Yankee captain of the disabled bark
which had lain by us daring the night, He was sitting
on a low stone post at a street corner, and was half dis.
consolate, half desperate, by turns. Ile eould find no dry-
dock in whicl: to lie up for repairs; and he could get no
steam-pump, by the aid of which he might have kept on
his way. e was condemned to sce his ventnre sold for
a song, for want of means to save it.

I1f little, as I say, was cxpeeted from the land at this
place, a good deal, on the other hand, was expected from
the water, at an ancient port, the New York of Mexico,
receiving nine-tenths of the commerce of a nation of ten
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million people. DBut not & year passes without a num-
ber of disasters, which has led the underwriters to make
their risks to Vera Cruz about five times higher than to
most other ports. Tle aggregate of these losses for a
Lrief time would pay the cost of works needed to make
the inhospitable roadstead a harbor.

A few rudimentary preparations are absolutely neces-
sary before Mexico can enter npon the expected period
of prosperity, and the creation of harbors in some degree
commensurate with the new transportation facilities is
one of then. A breslowater plan will, no doubt, have to
be adopted like that so mueh in nse on our great lakes
and the Channel ports of Europe. It was of interest to
hear, duving wmy stay in the country, that this need had
impressed itself npon the anthorities at Vera CUruz and
Tampico, and that they had taken the step of counsel-
ling on what was best to be done with the American
engineer, Captain Fads, who was engaged in his unique
scheme of a ship railway across the Isthimus of Te-
Huantepee,

IT.

I had the pleasurc of spending the evening, pending
the departure of the train, in a large, cool, reomy honse,
with the American consnl. e Liad been a resident for
twelve years, and had brought up a family of daughters
here. It did not seem, at first sight, an attractive placo
in which to lring up a fmnily ; but they saw a good deal
of company from the ships in port, tock an occasional
ran to the capital, or a vacation at Jalapa or Cordova,
above the danger-line, and secmed well content.

The consnl was himself a physician, and had much to
gay on the subjeet of the yellow-fever. He insisted that it
was epidemie, but not contagious. The local anthorities
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put afflicted patients in their hospitals along-side others
sullering from ordinary sickness, and these latter do not
take it.

¥ Grreat damage,” be said, *is done to the commereial
interests of both couniries by the annoying restrictions
of quarantine arising from this cause. There is no more
need of quarantine against yellow-fever than against com.
mon fever and ague, since it cannot be transmitted.”

Ife quoted eminent medical anthority at New Orleans
as sharing his views. From which it would seem that the
subject is worth careful looking into from oflicial sonrees,
in order that, if there be a mure popular dalusion, it nnay
be dispelled. As T write the Mexican Govermment has
just grauted anthority to the steamer line which earries
the mail into New Orleans to reduce the number of its
trips to one each month during the gnaranting, incerease
its freight and passenger vates fifty per cent., and, if the
traffic does not pay even under the ineresse, to abandon
it entirely.

The consul, in conalusion, had knewn but one country-
man of ours to dic of it during his stay, and only a few
to be attacked. I may say, however, that the consnl sue-
ceeding this one—who las sinee gone away-—arrived fresh
from Minnesota, and died at his post within a week,

Another jnteresting subjeet of talk with tho consul
was the tariff laws and the wsages of the port of centry, -
naturally of leading importance here. The tariff system,
based on an original law of 1872, has been greatly tam-
pered with sinee,and isin a confused state; so that, with
the best intentions, importers are apt to be visited with
double duties, dincs, detentions of goods, and law-snits.
There are some three hundred and seventy-eight articles
in the gpecified list. New articles are charged for after
the manner of those which they resemble. Thus, when «
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the article of celluloid was first introduced there was
donbt whether it cught to be taxed twenty-nine cents a
kilogramn as bone, or $2.20 a kilogram as ivory, and the
deeision was finally in favor of the latter.

The merchant must nse the names employed in the
country. Lhus, our “muslin® should be merely “shirt-
ing” or *calico;” while what is nnderstood here by mus-
lin is reably lawn, taxed twice as yaneh. The least varia-
tion in a label or form of package is visited with penal-
tics, Storage in the warchiouses, too, is estimated, not by
the space ocevpied, but by the package, which is a hard-
ship. A case is told of where ordinary argenté hooks-
and-eycs, which should pay ninetcen cents a kilogram,
were charged for as “plated silver,” which pays $1.15,
and then a double dnty imposed for ¢ false declaration,”
making the total $2.30 a kilogramn. As a rule, a “vent.
ure” is not a suceess. The laws, framed with cxcessive
soverity against contrabandists, whom they often fail to
reach, afilict well-meaning pasons. They make the con-
signce of goods subject to all the pepaltics; aml many
of these latter are afraid to touch, withont the most am-
ple guarantees, eonsignments of goods which they lhave
not specifically ordered. The Germans sneceed best in
this traffie, through their painstaking nttention to the
loeal reguirements.

“T will tell you a story,” said the consul, “of an un-
lucky fellow who came here from Eungland with a small
ventnre of fancy goods, part free of dnty. The whole
cost him originally $1200; and he had consulted the
Mexican consul at Liverpool, and thought he kaew what
e was abont. When he got through the Custom-house
his total charges and fines had amonnted to $2850. Ile
sold his stock for $2070, and borrowed mouey to pay the
differenee and get eunt of the eountry.”
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ITE.
UP THE LONG MOUNTAIN SLOPL
I

Taere is but enc train a day, cach way, on the English
railway, and the jonrney occupies twenty hours, The
road is a great piece of cngincoring, and lLas been de-
seribed move than anything else in Mexico. IPhotegraphs
—alinost the only good ones to be had in the country—
are plentiful, displaying its notable points. It climbs
seven thousand six hundred fect to the tableldand in o
distance of abont two hundred miles, the whole way to
tho capital being about two Inindred and sixty. It hus
the transporting of the greater nmount of eonstruction
material brought into the country for the new roads, and
has lately been quite profitable. A first-class fare is $16;
a sccond-class, $12.50; and baggage is charged for, as on
the Countinent of ISurope.

Behold us at last at the station, at cleven o’clock at
night, ready to climb to the capital—Dbut how unlike onr
great predecessor, Cortez—by railway. No, indeed; poor
hero! he had to linger at the coast for months before
beginning his long and painful mareh, with a battle at
every step. Nor was it by the same route. IHe went in
by Tlaxeala, Cholula, Puebla, and se over between the
great snow-peaks of Popecatepet] and Ixtacihuatl (thé
White Woman), down to the gleaming lakes and palaces
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of ancient Tenochtitlan. In this course he was followed
by General Scott in Lis turn. The old diligence road —
of their adventures on which my predecessors have writ-
ten so much—continued practically the same ronte, groing
first by National Bridge and beautiful Jalapa.

I say beautiful Jalapa—although T have not been
there myself-—because all testimonies point with such
a unanpimity to the clharms of soil and elimate, and the
beauty of the feminine type, in wlhat is constdercd a pe-
culiarly favored spot, that I think there can be no doulbt
about it. '

There were no sleeping-cars; but the carviages, divided
into comparfments for eight, and comflertably padded (ov
the European plan), filled their place very well. The
passengers in the third-class cars had already begun the
night with a boisterous singing and playing of harmoni-
cas. To-morrow was the Sadadoe de (Horia {or Holy Sat-
urday), an occasion of merry-making, and they were tak-
ing an earnest of it. A car containing Lalf & company of
dnsky Indian soldiers, who act a3 an cscort, was conpled
on to the train.

The associates in the compartment in which T estab-
lished mnyself were the French engincer sent out to re-
port fur principals in Paris on Mexican mines, and the
young Frenchman bringing back a bride frem his own
country. All at once therc entered it so Jawless and
bizayre-looking a fignre that the I'rench enginecr sent
out to report on mines to his principdls in Paris thought
it prndent to descend hastily and seek guarters elsewheve.
The rest of us, thongh remaining, were, perhaps, in no
small trepidation. It was the first view at close quarters
of a dashing type of Mexican costume and aspect which
.18 peculiarly national.

Our new friend was dressed in a2 short black jacket,
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wnder which showed a navy revolver-, in a sash; tight
pantaloons, aderned up and down with rOws of sih.rcr
coins; a great folt sombrero, bordered and encireled with
silver braid; and a red handkerehiel knotted around his
neck, A person in such o hab seemed c:lpz_lble of any-
thing. And I Lad forgotlen to mention silver spars,
weighing a ponud or two each, upon boots with exag-
gerated high and nareow heels. This last, by-the-way,
is a peculiarity of all boots and ghoes in the market,
which aim thus, it would seemn, to continne the old Cas-
tilian tradition of a higl instep.

Would it be his plan lo everawe us with his hnge
revolver, alone?

Or would he, at a preconcerted signal, be joined by
confederates from the third-class car or n way-station,
who would assist him to slanghter ns?

The traveller is rure wlio arrives in Mexico for the
fivst thme without a head full of steries of violence. The
numerous revolutions, the confused intelligence which
reaches us from the commiry, give a eolor to anything of
the kind; and the storics retain their held for a time
even in the most freguented precinets.

We got under way. The new arrival, instead of de-
veuring us, proved the most amiable of persons, and
we were soon upon exeellenk terins with him. Y¥e was
a wealthy yonng hacendado, or planter, returning to
estates of Lis, on whicl: he said six hundred hands were
employed. e offered cigars, gave us details in answer
to onr eager curiosity about lids novel dress; and we had
shortly cven triecd on—Dbride and all—the formidable
sombrero, and learned that the price of sneh an onc in
the marlket is from $20 to $30. The silver-bDound som-
broro, and ornaments of coing, are a faverite kind of
DMexican extravaganee even amang the lower classes,
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which is perhaps accounted for by the lack of proper
places of deposit for savings in other forms.

II.

It was moonlight. Sleep on such a night was ont of
the question, Not a foot of the secenery ought to be lost.
But the padded coach was comfortable; the fatigues of
the day had been severe. The lively conversation beeame
fitful, then lapsed into long silences. The events of that
first night, half dozing, half waking, sometimes even
alighting at the little stations, scen wholly like a diean
—the waking part, if possible, stranger than the other.

Palms and bananas and dense coffec shrubbery, with
hamlets of thatched cottages sleeping peacefully among
them; a glimpse of a cataract; an Indian mother sing-
ing to her baby; perfumecs coming in at the window;
statuesque, silent men in blankets, and Moorish-looking
women, offering fruits; stations feom the onter doors of
which, when reached, no town was visible, bnt only an
immense darkness; porsons takihig collee in lighted in-
teriors; the dusky soldiers laughing lond in their com-
partment; a few startling words of Iinglish, sometimes
with a Southern or cven Ilihernian accent, spokeﬁ by
imported employés of the line mneeting to cxehange a
comment, gencrally unfavorable, on their sitnation—
these are the impressions that stamp themselves npon
the memary.

As soon as the first gray of daylight appears it scems
incumbent on us to begin to admire the conntry. We
are not far past Cordoba, the centre of its most impor-
tant coffee-growing interest.

“Pouf'!” says our friend, the hacendado, with an air
of disdain.
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He will not take the trouble to look ont of the win-
dow. Ile expects things very much better. Wo have,
in fact, passed remarkable scencs in the night, but the
best is still before us, and presently begins.

At alittle station ealled Yortin we commenes to wind
along the side of onc of the vast sndden gorges which
impede travel in the country, the larrence of Metlae.
There are horseshoe curves which almost permit the
traditional feat Dt which the brakeman of the rear car
is said to light his pipe ab the locowotive. We pass
tunnels and trestle bridges, see our route above and be-
low us on the hills in sucl vavied ways that it is bardly
possible to understand that these are not so many dif-
ferent roads instcad of the same. There is a point
above Maltrata, distant but two and a half miles in a
dircet line, which must be reached by twenty miles of
zigzag.

The history of this road, from the political point of
view, prescnts hardly fewer obstacles and vicissitudes
than those opposed by nature to its engineers. It has
passed, iu its time, under the rule of forty different pres-
ideneies, and lost and recovered its charter in the revolu-
tions. Though of so moderate length it required over
thirty years and $30,000,000 to bnild it.

The passengers ran out at the small stations for flowers,
with which we adorned ourselves.  So, too, wreaths were
hung about the meck of Cortex’s horse in his progress,
and a chaplet of roses wpon lLis helmet. We gave the
new bride heliotrope, roses, jasmine, and the splendid
large scarlet flower-—the tulipan —which may pass for
the type of tropical beanty.

The sun eame up and lighted Orizaba, rising 17,378
feet beside us to the rvight, making it first vosy-red, then
golden. The peak is a perfect sugarloaf in form, with
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nothing splintered and savage about it, as in Switzerland.
It scema alimost too tame at first—a sort of drawing-mas-
ter's mountain—and, above the tropical landscape, is like
snow in sherbet. The city of Orizaba 1s an important
sinall place, the scene of a dashing surprise of the Mexi-
cans by the French, at the hill of El Borrego. It has
charming torrents, which furnish water-power for cotion
and paper mills, One of these torvents, conveyed in an
arched aqueduct, tarns the machinery of the Zngenio, or
sngar plantation, of Julapilla, once a country residence of
Maximilian.

A delegation of relatives had coine dowh the uight be-
fore to await onr young couple here.  What embracing
and chattering! A Mexican embrace has a character of
its own. The parties fall upon each other’s necks, as we
are accustomed to sce done on the stage. It is given,
too, between mere aeyunaintances, almost as commonly as
shaking hands.

A vivacious sister-in-law aimed to give the new-comer
an idea of what was before ler in her future home.
“Such flowers as I have in the eafrt-yard I she said, rais-
ing her eyes, with an expressive gesture; “such oranges,
camelliag, azaleas!  Ah yes, indeed, T believe it well?

“ And Jack #’ inquired the husband, addressed as Pros-
per; “how always goes poor Jack ¥

“Ahl! he is dead,” replied the vivacions sister-in-luw.
“T regreb to tell yon, but so it is.” _

It appeared that Jacl was a favorite mounkey, and for
# moment his untimely fate cast a certain gloom over the
company.

IIT1.

From the heights where we were little villages, with
squares of cultivated fields around them, were seen at vast
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distances below, with the effect of those miniature topo-
graphical preparations in relief displayed at international
exhibitions.

It greatly simplifies Mexico to remember that, in pro-
file, it is w long, continuous mountain-slope, rising from
the Atlantic to a central table-land, and falling, though
more graduzlly, on the other side to the Pacific.  Aleng
the ascents, as well as at the top, are some beneches, or
level breathing-places. These table-lands are the chief
seats of population, and they ave utilized as much as
possible for the lines of the north and south railways.

NEXIZO
PUEBLA

CHILPAMCIRG O

ACAPULCD

FACHIC
Lo or S 7

TRANSCONTINENTAL FROPILE aF MEXICO.

This steep formation accounts for absence of navigable
streams and for the existenee of clirates verging from
tropical to temperate, nearly side by side. The sharpness
of contrasts in climate is searcely to be appreeciated by
the hasty voyager. The really tropical vegetation is sue-
ceeded by a kind which to the eye of ithe American of
the North is quite as exotic. DBunana and cocoanut arve
followed by a hardy kind of fan-palm; by nopal, or
prickly-pear, as large as the apple-tree with us; by the
tall, straight organ-cactus, in use for hedges; and the
remarkable maguey, or century-plant.

What wonld not seme of our American conservatorics
or a certain wellknown New Yorlk elub give for some
of these splendid specimens!  The spiky maguey, like a
sheaf of sword-blades, grows eight and ten feet high. It
is the typical production of the central table-land. Its

i
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sap furnishea in extraordinary quantities the beverage
called pulgue—the wine of the country.  Fram it, in ad-
dition, are made thateh, fuel, rope, paper, and even stutls
for wearing apparel, '

Onr thivd-class passengers celebratod their Subado de
Gloria with great spirit, by shouting, aud firlng pistols
and Chinese c¢rackers froin the car windows, Teans of
mules, with their load, whatever it might be, gayly
adorned, showed that it was being equally observed in
the country. It is a duy devoted by custom’ to the par
ticular abasement of Judas, who ia treated us a kind of
Guy Fawkes and dishonored in effigy. Venders parade
the strests with grotesquoe images of him, and children
at thig time estimate their fortune in the number of
Judases they possess, just as at the scason of All-Souls
it is in cakes, gingerbread, and cven more substantind
viands, fashioned into death’s-heads, cross-bones, and
coffins.

At Apizaco, the junction of a branch-road to Pnrebla,
we met & merry excursion, decorated with rossties and
streamers. 1t had two mamwmoth Judases, stuffed with
fire-works, one on the locometive, the other on a baggage-
ear. The former was blown up, as a kind of compliment
to us by way ol exchange of ceremnonies with om own
train, amid bilarions nproar.

We had now entered upon the central tableland of
Mexico. Long, dotted, perspective lines of maize and
maguey stretehed to distant voleanic-looking hills. A
few laborers in white cotton were plonghing with wood-
en plonghs, after the pattern of the ancient Egyptians.
At the sfations squads of a mnounted rural police, in buff
leather uniforms and crimson sashes, which give them
a certain resemblance to Cromwell’s troopers, salute the
train.
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The sparse towns consist of a nuclens of cexcellently
bnile old c¢hurehes anid an enviromnent of mud-colored
habitations. They are in crying uneed of whitewash,
Will they ever got it?

The fuce of the country was not the verdant paradise
that may have been expected, but parched and brown.

A RAILWAY JUDAS.

Wo had come at the end of the rainy scason. Swmall
colmmns of dnst, whirling like water-spouts, were o eon-
stant foature of the landscape. A stage-coach going
along a distant road was marked by its own dust, 28 a
locomotive hy its smoke.

Isolated lLouses there were none, with the exception
of (at long intervuls) some gloony, square, fort-like ha-
eienda, with straw-stacks and flocks and herds near it

g%



3+ OLD MEXICO AND HER LONT PRUOVINUES

Indian peasants offered for sale, all along the way, cakes
spiced with green and red peppers. The village of
Apam is the centre of the Bordelnis of the pulgue in-
dustry. The new-comer here nsually mukes his first trial
of that beverage, milk-like in aspeet, but somewlat viseid
and sour to the taste, with heady propertics. Tt does not
commend itself to favor on a first acquaintance. Wry
and contemptuons grininecs arc made over it, but in tinre,
as occurred in my own case, it may become very palata-
ble, as it is said to Le healthful. It is ponred into little
carthen piteliers from bags of whole sheep-skins, with the
wool-side in, like the winesking of the East aml “Don
Quixote.” These bags, resembling dressed pigs, Jie abont
on the ground or the freight-car, with their legs dumbly
kicking up in the air, in many a grotesque attitude.

But one glimpse of real Aztec antiquity along the way,
and that at San Juan-Teotilmacan, thirty miles from the
capital. The deceptive shapes of the hilis, which assame
symmetrical forms, had frequently produced a throb of
half self-delusion, but here are two gennime pagan teo-
callis, pyramids dedicated to tho sun and moon, and a
great area covered with broken fragments and vestiges
of tombs. It is thought to have been old -and ruined
evan in the time of the Aztees. Ohildren offer at the
train caritas, as they call them (“little faces ), and other
fragments of earthen-ware, together with cecasional pots
and idols of large size, which they represent as having
been dug up out of the soil. They have certainly been
buried in the soil; but later, finding that the manufact-
ure of spuvious antiquities is a thriving industry, one
takes leave to question for what length of time.

And yet, what can it matter? These ancient-secming
jars, with their symbols and images of the war-god and
what not upon them, are at least unique and historieally
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correct. One does well to bring liome what he can get,
for defanlt of better, and not ask too many questions.

San Juan is a place that one mentally makes a note
of as to be returned to; and I spent some pleasant days
there Jater, poking among the potsherds of the past, and
picking up ordinary caritas and bits of fint weapons, for
myself,

Iv.

But no dallying now. The shades of evening draw
on. We are weary and travel-stained with the twenty
hours’ jonrncy and the many cxcitements of the day; but
the great moment is at hand. Gleams of distant water,
thickets of magney and eacti, with a peasant stealing
mysteriously amoung them, behind a troop of donkeys!
The geography pictine is realized to the life.  The water
comes ncarer; we skirt its borders. Can it be that these
lonesome, shallow cxpanses, without vestige of sail or
even skiff, thewr muddy shores white with a deposit of
salt and alkali—ean it be that these ave the great lakes of
Tenochtitlan, on which Cortez Jaunched his brigantines?
And the famous floating gardens, where are they? All
in good time! We shall sce. The sacred hill of the
Virgin of Guadalupe, with a cluster of interesting-looking
churelies npon it, is passed. Ilemains of rnined hacien-
das and foutifieations, and dilapidated adobe hovels, ap-
pear. We ran out upon a long, low canseway, skirted
by the arclies of an aqueduct, over marshes. Other sim-
ilar canseways are seen converging from a distance.  One
had not cxpected to find everything so unrelievedly fiat.
It is like climbing the mountain to lind the Louisiana
lowlands. A chain of yet higher mountains surrounds
it, it is trne; the snowy summits of Popoeatepetl and its
mate, the White Woman, always shine upon it from a
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distance, but Mexico itself is a basin. It has been nnder
water, and would be yet, but for artificial works by
which the Jakes have been made to recede and left
behind them these alkali-whitened mnargins.

It is a disillwsionment very like that of approaching
Venice at low tide.
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Iv.

THE CADPITAL

I

Trere was a custom-house at the Buena Vista station,
Part of its profits are national, part municipal. The cap-
ital 1s in a Federal Distriet, roled by a governor, not un-
like the District of Columbia. There is little inter-state
comity as yet ameng the diflerent parts of the republic.
Each state still collects dues at its own frontiers, and the
towns take tolls (the aleabalas) on merehandise and food
entering their gates.

Mexico is not a cheap city of abode. Its hackney-
coaches, as in Buropean conntries as well, are an excep-
tion to the general rale; but even these, with the varions
comimissionaires, who zealonsly aid yon in putting your -
Laggage upon them, after getting it through the castom-
house, are dear for the fixst time. Travelling is like =o
many other things iu the world : yon pay a bonns, or in-
itiation fce, in the boginning, after which the chavges
are in a deelining series. The particular hackvney-coach
which conveyed ng, a travelling companion and myself,
may have been a trifle dearer on account of a driver who
aspired to a few words of English. Not that we greatly
wanted it. “The injunry to one’s feelings in these cases of
the indifferent reception by the native of your first over-
tures in his own language (as if his own language were
not good enongh for him, forsooth), is sufficient, withont



38 OLD MEXICO AND MER LOST PROVINCES

a poeuniary burden added. Bot he charged for it, as I
gAY,

“Well, good-night,” he said, salnting ws as patrons.
“Wass you wants?’ And, after having passed the long,
shady strip of park called the Alameda, he cven ventured
npon a certain facctiousness, as, “ Wills you to want a
wiskey ¢’

He had learned this prond acquirement in the military
service on the fronticrs of Texas.

A long, dark ride conveyed us to the principal hotel.
As it was onee the palace of the Emperor Iturbide, after
whom it is named, it should have something stately abont
it, and so it has. There is a high, sculptured door-way, of
an Aztee touch in the design, thongh not in the details,
and long, grotesque water-spounts projeet inte the street.
Within is a large, davk, arcaded conrt, from which open
eqfé and billiard-room, the leading resort of the golden
yonth of the town, '

The office i8 a durk little box of a place, with two seri-
ons functionaries, who secm to reecive tho visitor only
with snspicion. The gorgeous and affable hotel clerk of
notthern latitndes is unknown. Iu the rear are more
courls, not arcaded; and around all of thiese the rovrus
are ranged in several storics.

It is not o late on the cvening of his arrival butl that
the traveller may, after dinner, still take a stroll. Ile
will be apt to faney at first, from the quictnde, that his
hotel is not an a principal street; bnt it is in the most
central part of the city—on the strect which, with three
others running parallel for say half a mile, and the in-
cluded crossstreets, contain the principal retail traffic.

It is an early discovery that Mexico is a grave and .
not & gay eity. There are no crowds on the sidewalks,
no cating of ices in public, no cqfés chantants, nothing
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Parisian. By nine or ten o’clock the people seom to have
retived, perhaps to be up betimes in the morning for the
work of the day. A military band plays three cvenings
in the week, but even these concerts, except on Sundays,
arc so sparscly attended that the men seemn disconrsing
the musie for their own amusement.

Policemen are stationed at short intervals apart in the
quict strects, with their lanterns set in the middle of
the readway. They are obliged; by regulation, to signal
their whereabouts every guarter of an hour. The sound
of their whistles, shich have a shirill, doleful note, like
that of a November wind, is heard repeated from one to
another all the night through.

II.

As Mexico has not, until lately, at any rate, expeeted
tourists, thero are almost none of the usnal appurtenances
for their pleasure and information to be met with. While

“this may have its annoyances, if an ardent euriosity be

haffled too long, on the other hand freedom from the
sense of responsibility to cxacting Bacdekers and Mur- -
rays has advantages of its own. The visitor with an eye
for the pieturesque dips into a delicions feast of novel-
ties, makes discoveries on cvery hand, and has the pleas-
nre of testing the valne of his own nnaided conelnsions.
By daylight, with all its Dbright eolors upon it, and its
normal stir of life going on, the famous capital is a very
different place from what it was at night. By litile and
little misapprehensions are shaken off. After the first
moments of disappoiniment we like it always more in-
stead of less, and in the end it takes a powerful hold.

Here-at length is the great central plaza, in which
events of sich moment have been transacted. To actu-
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ally sit down upon a bench in the midst of it, and gaze
eomfortably about—ean it be possible?

The imposing cathedral makes a new pyramid on the
spot where once stood the pyramid of the Aztee war-god.
Theso stones shonld be ankle-deep with all the bloed of
varions sorts that has heen spilled wpon them. Tor a
moment one renews the pagan superstition. I would
gladly see set up again, for a bricf instant, old Ilutzile-
potehliy the war-god, aloft on hLis ancient tervace, hear
the beat of the lngnbrions war-drmn, and see the mourn-
fol procossion of captives winding up to the sacrifice, in
c¢harge of the sinister priests with their black locks fibw-
ing down npon their shoulders.

But not one instant too long. What! hideous priests,
you will indeed lay them down on the saerificial stone,
and raise the knives of flint above their bared breasts for
the monstrons slaughter? Not one hair of their heads
shall be harmed. SanJago and Spain!  When was Cas.
tilian ever known to turn his back upon a foe? Up the
pyramid wo go, leaping from step to step, thongh with
no better woapon than a sun-umbrella in haud, to their
deliverance. Ay, howl if you will, baffled miscreants,
and rattle your spears and arrows like hail upon us!
Down with yoor old Ilntzilopot¢hli till he crashes in
fragments below thore. Your carven sacrificial stone
ghall be set np in the court-yard of the Academy of
Fine Arts of San Carlos for this, and your great calen-
dar-stone, a show-piece, against the side of tho cathedral.

It is a good day’s work. I estimate that there were in
that train of captives not less than a hundred souls!

- But it is bard to conjure up images of desperate con-
flicts, though there have been so many, in this bright
sunshine, with the multitnde of pretty, novel sights. On
one side of the square a beneficent institntion, the Na-




THE QA ITAL 41

tional Loan Istablishment, oceupies what was onee the
site of the palace of Cortez; on another, the long, white,
monotonous National Palace, the site of that of Monte-
znma,  In the centre is a charming little garden, with
benches, the Zocalo. _

The cathedral, like most of the earlier architecture, is
in the Renaissance style, far gone to the vagaries of ro-
coco. It is saved frown finicality, however, by its great
size and magsiveness, except in respeet to the termina-
tions of its towers, which are in the shape of immense
bells.  Adjoining, and forming a part of it, is a parish
church, in a riel, dark-red voleanie stone, with carving
that reealls the fantastic fagades of Portuguese Belem.
What a painting it wonld make, on one of the perfect
moonlight nights, which bring ont every line of the
sculpture softly, and show the whole like a lovely vision!

There ave little book-stalls in front, and gay booths de-
voted to the sale of refreshing drinks—aguas nevadas—
fromn large, simple jars and pitchers of most neble and
pleasing shapes. The drinks are dispensed by dusky
Juanas and Josefas of Indian blood, with straight black
braids of hair down their backs. With a charneteristic
taste the fronts of their booths are often whely studded
and banked up with flowers, and furnished with inserip-
tions formed in letters of carnation pinks and blne corn-
flowers.

Tigures go by in Llankets which one hankers to take
from them for portidres or vugs. The men of the poorer
sort wear or carry, universally, the serape—a blanket with
a slit in the centre for the insertion of the head.  Apart
from its artistic patterns, it is a nseful garment in many
emergenecies. [t is not the most improbable thing iu the
world that, in the course of the Mexiean revival, we may
yot see it introduced in the States, and running a course



42 OLD MEXICQ AND MHER LOSY PROVINCES

of popularity like the ulster. The corresponding gar-
ment of the women is the »cbozo, a shawl or scarf, gen-
erally of blue cotton, whicl, crossed over the head and
lower part of the face, gives a Moorish appearance. The
background of life here secins more like opera than sober
existence. Two other sides of the squarc are occupied
by long arcades, among the merchants of which, pro-
tected from the sun and rain, one may wander by the
hour, watehing the shrewd deviees of trade, and picking
up those knickknacks, trifling in the country of their
origin, which are certain to be curiosities elsewhere.
TFrom time to time pass across the view, dark and Egyp-
tian-like, in a peculiar dress of bluish woollen, trudging
under hervy burdens, Indians who have yet preserved
the tradition of their race. Followed to their homes,
they are fonnd to dwell, among the ruined walls of tho
ontskirts, in adobe huts which can have changed little
since the time of the Conquest,

These gennine Aztecs have pecnliarly soft, plensant
voices, in contrast with the Spanish voice, which is apt
to be harsh. They are shiftless and squalid, but their
manners are above their snrroundings. It is a favorite

“way with the Mexican to say, © Tlis is yonr honse;” and

1 have had said to me on being introduced, “ Well, now,
remember! number so-and-so, snch a sfreet, is your
house.”

Having looked into one of these Indiau abodes, and
asked an clderly woman, by way of making talk, if it
weve liers, she veplied, “ Yes, Sciior, and yours also.”

Neither in the Zocalo nor the Alameda (a park, which
holds somewhat the position of tlie Coummon, in Boston),
are there trees with the hoary antiquity one might expect
in sneh time-honored places. But it appears that the sct-
ting out of the trees, and the formation of the Zocalo
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entirely, is of modern date, the work of Muaximilian, a
monarch who, in his short, ill-fated reign, had many
excollent projeets.

The Zocale is oceasionally allowed to be enclosed, and
an admission-fee charged, for select festivities. The ora-
tions were delivered there, for instance, on the national
festival of the Hth of May. When I first arived a flow-
er-show was in progress. I have never seen anything
more charming of the sort. Onyr florists might get a
secore of new ideas for the arrangement of bonquels.
Strawberrics were introduced into some for effcets of
color. Little streamers with gallant mottoes floated from
others. There were lanterns, and birds in cages. A mil-
itary band played, and people promenaded—dandics with
silver-braided hats, stont duennas, and fathers of families,
and slender, lithe seiioritas, wearing the graceful wantiila
instead of the PParis bonnet.

In front of the Zocalo a permanent flower market is
held every morning, whicii is almost as pleasing.

Tramway cars run out of the plaza in numerous divee-
tions. The city carly ntilized this invention, and boasts
of having one of the most complete systems existing.
The inscriptions on them have an aftractive look., One
wonld like to take all the different routes at once. Da-
tience! 1t i all accomplished in time. Shall we go to
Guadalupe Hidalgo, with its treasures and its miraculous
Virgin; to Tacubaya and San Angel, with their villas;
Dolores, with its pensive cemetery, full of senlptures; La
Viga, with its pictnresque canal, giving aceess to the chi-
nampas of flowers and vegetables; the gates of Belem
and Nifio Perdido, familiar in the story of the Ameri-
can conquest; Chapultepec? Yes, that shall be the very
first~Chapultepee, theatre of exploits of American valor
and of moving events in every historic epoch.
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Mexico is extraordinarily ilat, and laid out as regnlarly
at right angles as our own symmetrical towns. At the
ends of all the strects the view is clused by mountaius.
Its flafness, together with its position in reference to the
adjoining lakes, are eircumstances which have oceasioned
great solicitude in the past, and still call for alinost as
much, on a different ground. Tormerly it was danger of
inundation; now it is defective drainage. Bad odors
offend the nostrils, and stagnant gutters and heaps of
garbage the sight, of the wayfarcr abont the interesting
streets,

{WARE ZUNFANS D

LAKE BAN SHIETEYAL
FILAKE xALTOCAN

COMPARATIVE LEVELY OF LAKES,

Tho drainage problem, divested of tho mystery with
which it has been surrounded in lcarned treatises, is
simply this. When the vast slope from the sea has been
surmounnted, and the Valley of Mexico—as high as the
Swiss pass of 8t. Golhard—is veached, it is found to he
a shallow depression, containing six lakes. These are of
many different levels—Texcoco the largest and lowest.
On the edge of Texeoco, or in the midst of it, like an-
other Venice, with canals for strects, was built ancient
Mexico, This principal Inke reecived the overflow of the
others, and the city was subject to frequent innndations.
It is even now, after a large shrinkage in the lakes, but
a little more than six feet, at its central portion, above
Texcoco. The waters of the three upper Inkes—San Cris-
toval, Xaltocan, and Zumpango—were turned back as
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has been done with the Chicago River of late. A great
Spaunish drain in the early seventeenth century, the Tajo
of Nochistongo, was cut through the mountains, and got
rid of it In the direction of the Atlaniic.

But Texcoco itself has no outlet, and, as experience
has proved, cven with only Chaleo and Xochimileo to be
taken care of, is still liable to overflow. With relief
from this peril is inseparably bound wup the drainage
problem. The fall is so slight at best, that though Lake
Texcoco be preserved at a normal level, and kept from
backing np into the sewers, there is no destination for
the sewage received by it, which lies festering in the
stagnant water. With the rvest is.complicated also the
irrigation of the valley. No end of plans have been
offered to resolve these difficultics,  Their history would
make an mteresting chapter by itself. Sowe have pro-
posed to pump ount the lake by steam; others, to inter-
cept the waters running into it, and allow it to dry up
natorally ; another, to exhaust it by means of a great
siphon of stone and coment.  But the judgment of most
is in favor of establishing a enrrent, throngh a canal, to
some point lower than the lake; and the mountains in
the neighborhood have been searched for the most favor-
able point of exit for such a canal.

The plan was officially adopted, in fact, and a consid-
erable beginning made, under the direction of an able
eugineer of foreign cduneation, Don Irancisco Garay.
But the works were allowed to langnisli. Neither gov-
erment nor community scemed more than half-hearted
in the effort to get rid of evils to which they had so long
been used. The problem still remains one of the most
pressing of those to be resolved, and one of the most
interesting to forcigners intending to make Mexico their
home,
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ITT

Choosing any strect at random where all are so attrac-
tive, and proceeding to its termnination, in this direction
or that, yon arrive now at a mere cul-desae, now at a
city gate, now at vestiges of adobe fortilications, with a
moat. Few vehicles, apart from the hackucy-coaches, ave
to be seen, but plenty of troops of lnden donkeys, and
everywhere the cotton-clad natives themsclves bearing
loads under which the regular beasts of hurden might
stagger. There is a story that when wheelbarrows weio
tirst introduced to their notice on the railroad works, the
natives filled them in the usual way, aud then carried
them on their backs. '

FEach separate kind of business has its distinctive em-
blem. The butcher—elsewhere not a person noted for
great taste in ornameni-—displays a crimson banner, and
has his brass seales decked with roscttes. TIis snpplies
are brought him by a mnule, trotting along with quarters
of beef or carcasses of mution on cach side lmng from
hooks. But it is especially the pulgue shops (correspand-
ing to our corner lignor stores) which devote themselves
to decoration in its mest florid form. Not one so poor
as to be withont its great colored tumblers, and ambitious
fresco of a battle scene, or snbject fromx mythology or
vomance. They delight in such titles as “Tho Anciont
Glories of Moxico,” “The TFamous St. Lorenzo,” “ The
Sun TFor Al “The Terrestrial DParadise,” and even
“The Delirinm,” which often enough expresses the con-
dition of customers who imbibe too freely.

On the tranways pass not only passenger-cars, but
others for freight. They move the honsehold goods of
a family, for instance. There are also iinpressive eata-
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falqnes and mourning-cars, running smoothly along, with
funeral processions. You may graduate from a heuwrse
with six horses, driver, lackey, and four pall-bearers, all
in livery, for $120, to one drawn by a single mule for
$3; and there are cars for the mourners in the grand
style at $12 and plain for $4.

Both these ideas, it would seem, might Le advanta-
geously adopted by subnrban lines of onr own.

Pregently comies Ly a move economical funeral—s
couple of peons (as the Indian laborers ave called), at a
jog-trot, bearing a pine coffin on their shoulders.

Battered old churches and eonvents on a great seale,
and of a grand architecture, now for the most part de-

- voted fo other purposes, are extraordinarily frequent.

Before the sequestration of Chureh property—in the war
called of the Reform, under Juarez, in 1859—Mexico was
wellnigh one great ecclesiastical estate, Witliout going
into the religions question, and snpposing only the opera-
tion of ovdinary causes, it is easy to ece how the Chureh
corporafions—repositories of the gifts of the faithful,
moved by no feverish haste in speenlation, and with no
reckless heirs to spend their gaing-—must in course of
time have become possessed of an enormous share of
worldly goods.

There is no lack of seulptured old rococo palaces, of
the conquerors and their successors, cither, Muny of

these are of o peenliar, rich red stone, with carved cs-

cnteheons above their door-ways. Thore is one of whieh
I was fond, in the Calle de Jesus, with immense watcr-
spouts to its corniee, in the shape of field-pieces. Wheels
and all project in high relief, '

Only infinitesimal quantities of vacaut land exist with-
in the compass of the city. Allis compaetly built. The
Continental system of porfes cochéres and interior court-
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yards prevails. IIow many glimpses, both pleasing and
curions, into these interiors! What a pity that the se-
verity of onr winters prevents building in a style which
would be so admirably adapted to our sammers! Over
the entrances of some tenement-houses wre placed pions
dedicatory signs, as “ Casa do la Santisima,” © Casa de 1a
Divina Providencia.”

One day, as I made a hasty sketch of one of these, with
a water-carrier lying asleep in the arcliway, the custodian
came out and offered strennous objections. “You are
mapping the honse” (mappunde le casa), he suid, “and 1
do not sec how it can be for other than evil purposes.”

—/. .
y
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One of tho most eharming of all the mansions T saw
stood nearly opposite our hotel, and was faced np entirely
with china tiles, chiefly blwe and white, and set with old
bronze balconies, as dainty and quaint as a dwelling in
fairy-land. I examined the interior of this house also,
and found it faced within as well with the same siin.
ple, Moorish-looking, tiles, in staircase walls, ceilings, and
cven the high, bauked-up turnace, or range, in the kiteh-
en. An affable major-domo occupied his leisure with
painting, i a large libvary on the gronnd-floor. He was
just now engaged in copying and enlarging, very poorly,
the photograph of a lady, over which he held op his
brush for criticism. A maroon ecarpet was laid up the
centre of a grand stairease, and the same uniform color
prevailed in the carpets throughout. The rooms were
large and high, the principal ones opening both on the
street, and, by means of light glass doors draped with
lace, on the balconies ranning around the conrts. Theso
balconies are edged in the general practice with climbing
vines and rows of handsome plants. In one of the rear
conrts could bo heard and scen the family carriage-horses,
together witlh others for the saddle, stabled aceording to
eustom under the common roof.

There was a large saloon, with divans, and old-fashioned
mirrors, sloped forward from the walls, instead of pier-
glasses; and a little bondoir, with farniture entircly in
gilded wood and cane. There was a pretty family chapel,
with two prie-dicux for the master and mistress, and a
couple of benches for the nse of the servants. In the
bedrooms of such honses are uswully religious pictures,
copies of Murillo and the Hke; and there are also fonnd
quaint ¢ffigies of sacred things, as a represeutation of the
Nativity; a Clrist, with puarple mantle and cerown of
thorns; a life-size Virgin, in raiment of tissue of silver,
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standing upen the globe and a serpent’s head. The men
of the country are very widely imbuned with the seeptical
spirit of the age, but the wowmen, whose property these
objects are, are still devoutly Catholie,

These rooms, in such interiors, though less lofty and
impressively finished perhaps than those at Havana, have
not the eomplexity of objects with which we, in an ill-
understood passion for decoration, overload aur own in
the United States. They are large, and contain a few
simple articles, with plenty of space aronnd, and have an
unmistakablo dignity of effect. When we can make up
our minds to dv that, instead of depending upon a com-
plication of costly varities in little space, we shall begin
to Le palatial, aud not merely bon bowrgeois.

We do not know how republican we are, after all onr
travelling abroad and reverence for things European, till
we comne to where the stately old Continental truditions
are actually in forec.

One of the enthusiasts of the new progressive move-
ment, writing of late of Menterey, a city of 40,000 peo-
ple, in the north, already connected with us by the Mexi-
can Central Railway, and coming into notice as a winter
resort, notes, as one of the signs of improvement, that
“the old Latin style of lwilding, the sqnare, flat-roufed
house, with interior court, is giving place, in the new
gnarters, to American architecture.” To which T reply,
Heaven forbid! Let us never “improve” away with
“American architeeture” the Moorish-looking dwellings
which, to lovers of the picturesque, should be one of the
prineipal inducements for visiting the country.
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V.
THE PROJECTORS,
1.

MeawwniLe the court-yard of our hotel, the palace of
the aneient Emperor Itnrbide, is fll of a curious group
of Lnglish-apeaking foreigners, diseussing a multitnde of
projects. They sit wsually in chaivs on a little terrace at
the left of the court, behind which is a modest little
parlor, with a piano. Az a gencral rule, the Mexican ho-
tel iz without parlor, reading-rcom, or any other of those
appurtenances we are accustomed to loolk upon as an es-
sential pact of the composition of a hotel.

The guests take Eheir meals ab a restaurant, entered
from the sceond convt, or at other resturants in the {own
where they please, there boing no provision by the hotel
itself. They look uwp wearily at their rooms around the
circumseribing gallevies, push their lats oun the back of
their heads, and pass their hands across their brows. Fhe
“atmosplere, ab this elevation of 7600 feet, is very rave,
it will be remembered, and most are affected at first by a
fecling of dizziness and loss of appetitc. They do not
find thewsclves quite vight in health ; and even the most
athletic pause once or twice, and held by the balusters,
on their way up-stairs. The same amount of exercise
cannot be taken, in fact, by ecither men or animals, as
in a more dense atmosphere. The hovses, for instance,
thongh good and speedy, can enly be run short distances,
and then, as evaporation is rapid and draughts partica-
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larly dangerous, must not be let stand, but must be
walked vp and down till gradnally cooled,

I recollect my fivst glimpse of my room, to whicly, after
an intervicw with the sepulehral clerks below, I was
shown by the barefooted hoy, “ Panche,” carrying a tal-
low dip. It was without windows or otlicr opening ex-
cept through a large transom above the door, and seemed
hot and suffocating. This wmay have been the influence
of imagination, however, for the climate is rarely either
hot or cold, but noted for ils remarkable evenness.
There is no provision for heating during the winter. Tt
Is said that even after a very few minutes of fite, in
stove or grate, the already thin air beedmes so much far-
ther expanded as to produce discomfort. Tater, in my
long stay at this hotel, I had a room higher up, on the
sealptured front, oking down nponi the life in the thor-
onghfare, which, taking a scparate name at every block,
is here the Calle de San Francisco. Again, I had one
with a window commanding the shining, tile-covered
dome and part of o garden approach to the lovely old
convent of San Ifranciseo, now devoted to the nses of an
Lpiscopal mission, and beyond that the monntains, with
the fair blue sky above them. Rising to begin the day,
the mornings were fonnd peacefnl and lovely, the genial
sunshine bathing the prospect, the bluc sky but varied
with the piled-up clonds out of which castles in the air
are constrncted. The visitor, having got over his tem-
porary oppression, remarks npon this almost unbroken
series with - increasing wonder and admiration. It is
hardly the enstom to comment on the weather in Mex-
ico, at least in the agrecable season, thongh the rainy
geason is a different matter,

“A pleasant day?” says the listener, with lifted eye-
brows, shonld you do so. “Well, why not?”
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Most familiar
among the group
of English-speak-
ing foreignecrs in
the conrt-yard dnr-
ing my stay was
General  Grant,
who has lent u
part of his great
fane to the devel-
opment of the re-
sonrees of a mnch-
suffering people,
Did he ever reflect
in these historie
halls, one wonder-
ed, on the career
of the Dwperor
Tturbide? Had all

OLL SPANISU FALACK I8 TIE CALLE DE JESUS, the kadk on Gesar-

ism in the P’ress
ever putb the idea the least bit in"his head? Rumors,
nischieveus to the canse of amity, ran at the very time
that it was in Mexico, not the United States, that he pro-
posed to found his empire. Certainly it would be diffi-
cult to imagine so uninelodramatic a figure in the robes
and stars and erosses in which Iturbide lLas arrayed him-
self, after the pattern of Napolcon the Great, in his por-
trait ab the National Pulace.

Iturbide wrote in his memoirs—which, as a display of
egotism, are highly interesting reading-—one sagacious
sentence. “Devotees of theories,” he says, “are apt to
forget that in the moral as in the physical order only a
gradual progress ean be expeetod.”
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This is very true; but the short-lived Emperor forgot,
as have many of his republican successors, that despotism
ean never edu-
eate the citizen
for the duties of
freedom.

Only once be-
fore — namely,
on the coming
of Maxinrilian—
has there been a
stir that might
be compared to
the present in a
country which
the progress of
the century has
heretofore secmned to ignore.
Could a secare government then
have Deen established, much
would have been done, But the
new-comers arrived as masters,
not as friends; and the condi-
tiong were wholly unfavorable,
The real improvements, too, apart
from those intended for the glit-
ter and the comfort of the throne,
were but the shadow of those [
proposed to-day. SEMI-VILLA ON THH PaSEG OF

Here the more cficlent light- UYCARRLLL
ing of the city by electrie light
was lheard discussed; there the opening of coal mines;
here the establishment of sngar refineries, shoe factories,
cotton mills, There were archwologists, constructors of

g
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telegraph lines, and enginecrs starting out or returning
froin reconnoissances. This person had come down fo
look into collee-plantations; that,
to establish a new line of steamers.
This discourses of the improving
tranquillity of the country, and as-
serte that three plonghs are now
sold to one revol-
ver. Ile names
over prominent
bandits who have
become peaceable
confractors and
farmers.

Some will o1-
ganize banks of
issue, and rid us
of the eumbrons
silver dollar. An-

TDE MODERN STYLE. other is up from
the interior with
a scheme for a colony and mines-—much too rose-colored,
one would sey—with which he will start back to New
York to organize a syndicate. Mines of gold and silver
arc one of the specialties of the country; bnt they scem
to present fully the uncertainiies of mines elsewhere.
Some organized dinners, at which Mexican senators and
deputies were enlisted for the enltivation of more friendly
relations, These were held at the Concordia restanrant,
or the Tivoli of Bucarelli, or of the Elisco (summor gar-
dens), with spacions bangucting halls.  Muclh internation.
al good-feeling was manifested, and the Mexiean national
anthem and the “Star Spangled Banuer” were played
alternately after the specches. Everything was to be
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made over ancw. A few of the younger men were go-
ing and returning from cxpeditions of pleasure. They
camme back from o bullfight; from the baths of Alberea
Pane, wherve there is a fine tank for swimming, covered
with an awning; or the theatre. They had many an
amusing gibe, after our Amecrican way, on the backward-
ness of things, and the difference of manners and cus-
toms in the country.

But pleasure had ag yet fow votaries; the objeet of
most was serions work. The business of railroad-build-
ing, and proeuring of charters and snbventions from
government, threw all else into the shade. Tive great
lines, two of which had already
made loung strides, were to trav-
erse the country from north to
south, and more than twice as
many from ecast to west, connect-
ing the oecoans.
There were said
to be six hun-
dred  American
engincers  in
Mexico.  They
are often young
graduates  of
Cornell and oth-
er polytechnic
schools. In the
capitnl the en- EEEEss
gineers and em- PORCELAIN UDUSE 1N SAN ¥RANCISCU STREET.
ployés form set-
tlements in boarding-houses of their own; make resorts
of certain econowical restanrants where little but English
is spoken. They associate but little with the natives,
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but go about their work rather rough-and-ready in ap-
pearance, and seem to postpone adormmnent till the heat
and burden of the campaign are over. There was a
noticeable Southern clement ameng them; and it will
be found, generally, that the enterprises in Mexico liave
attracted & large representation from the Southern States.
There is still; among the rest, o remnant of the ex-Con-
faderate officers who came hither after the war, to engage
without great suceess, as it happened —in coffee-plant-
ing and the like.

Not a few of the young cngineers, however, particn-
laxly those who have their fleld of operations in the
provinces, have already fonnd wives among the stender
sefioritas of the country. It secems another case of going
after the women of Moab, as it were, for the rumor
comes back that these exacting helpmeets have often
made them change their religion, as a preliminary to
naming the happy day.

11,

A Jeading point with the projectors, is whether or not
Mexico is likely to become a large or motropolitan city.
It seems difficult, when on the ground, to doubt it
Great ecities have sprung up at o mere interscetion of
railroads. But here ig one with a popunlation of 250,000
people already, a seat of government and of schools, col-
leges, museams, and galleries of fine arts, with an ad- |
mirable climate and extraordinary scenery, and three
hundred and sixty years and traditions of great fascina-
tion behind it. There are to come into or conncet with
it, when all is complete, the Mexican Central, National,
and International roads, from the north; the Mexican
Oriental, on the eastern scaboard, and Occidental, on the
western ; and General Grant’s road, the Mexican South-



PHE PROJRCTORS, 61

ern, from the south—all to havo interoceanic branches
and feeders; the Morelos road, the Acapuleo road, the
English voad to Vera Cruz; another, now constructing,
to the same point by Puebla and Jalapa; and a nwmber
of ghort lines of less importance.

A small portion only of this wonld be suffieient to
create a netropolis ontright, while Mexico has grown to
a certain greatness with no advantages at all—not even
wagon-roads. 1t seems ifs manifest destiny, with its
central position on transcontinental lines, and its estab-
lished prestige, to become the chief depository and place
of exchange for the whole country, It ought to be a
favorable point, too, for mannfactures, and to become the
metropolitan residence of the wealthy from the interior.
These have rarely come to the capital heretofore. Not
even the scnators and depnties bring their families, ow-
ing to the larbarons state of the roads. The existing
difficulties of commmunication can hardly be conceived.
There are perfectly authentic accounls of persons who
have gone from Mexico to Vera Craz, thence to New
York, thence across to San Francisco, and thence by
Pacifie nailsteamer to Acapulee, rather than make the
direct journey of three liundred iniles on mule-back
over the sierr.

It is fair to say, however, that there are those who
think the future metropolis may be farther to the north,
as at San Luis Potosi.

If Mexico, then, is to be a great city, whither 13 it to
spread? 1t is compactly built within, and much of the
land about it is low, traversed by canseways. There is
no better place to think abont it, nor ta look down upon
the capital as o whole, than Chapnltepee.

My first visit there was made on the tramway, where I
fell in with a Mexican colanel, who told me that he liked .
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the Americans very well. 1Te had spent sowe time in
captivity among them, having been taken prisoncr at
San Jacinto, and had learned to know them as they ave.
They mean well, he said, and are enterprising and appre-
ciative of the irts of life; and you can depend upon what
they say. Most of his conntrytnen, he said, very sensibly,
did not understand this, but weve distrastful aud jeal
ous. Their idea of Amcrican character, in fact, is largely
derived from foreign books in whiel it is conventional-
ized and caricatured in an unfriendly way. There is evi-
dence of it on every lund, The American, as touched
upon in the uewspapers and curvent literature; is the
“Yankee” of Dickens and followers of less intelligence
on the Continent. ITe is a sordid person, exelusively
wrapped up in “dollars,” and can know but little of the
~ chivalrous natuve of those who thus supereiliously disap-
prove of hirn,

There is nothing very warlike about Chapultepee at
preseut, A'glimpse is got, as you approach, of a light,
oblong, eelonnaded editice, with a Tlookout an the top,
which is now a part of the government obscrvatory.
The hill is not preeipitonsly high, theugh of a good ele-
vation. There is a monnment at its foot to the memory
of the pnpils of the military school who feli in its defence
in 1847, and in the grounds moss-grown cypresses and a
tank of clear water. I found the main part of the build-
ing, when an upper terrace was reached, in a state ol vuin.
The light iron columbs of an arcade had been coquettish-
Iy painted and gilded, and its walls decorated in the Pomn-
peian style, under Maximilian, but all lind been wrecked
in the revolutions. Thers was a little garden, in which
a small guide picked wme some flowers. Ile answered,
“ Quien sabe” in a childish lisp, to most inguiries, just
as his father, the custodian, if he had been there, would
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have answered in his deeper base.  “ Quien sabe 2’ (Who
knows?) is a more dreamy and speculative rendering of
onr own “ Give it up,” or perhaps * Dunno!”

The most prominent objeet, in the long line of the
distant city against the bright gleam of Lake Texcoco
behind if, is & sudden little voleanic hill—Il Pefion—
which rises out of it like a teocalli; and next to this the
eathedral.

As the lay of the land is stndied from here it seeris
rather nataral that the city of the future, on grounds of
goeod drainage, ease of access, and scenery, should advance
in thig dircction to Chapnltepee, ex-palace of the Monte-
zumas and of viceroys, military echool, fortress, and ob-
servatory, on the foremost spur of the foot-hills.

This was the intelligent forecast of Maximilian-—a
ruler, it must be admitted, mueh Better fitted to cope
with snch pleasant matters than the ferocity of Mexi-
can war and diplomacy. And such was the view of a
rather wild-eat American ITmprovement Company, found
among the projectors ih the conri-yard, which professed
to intend a large purchase of land for bailding npon, to
sell part of it, with houses, on the instalment plan, and to
put up & mammoth hotel,

It seemed & Little incomgrnous, this selling of the hari-
tage of Monteznma on the instalment plan; but we are
a people who do not stop even at the inost venerable of
traditions; and the scheme might not Le & Lad one in
responeible hande.

Maximilian also mude Chapultepee his summer palace,
and laid ont to it the handsome Paseo de 1a Reforma, the
afternoon drive and promenade—ihe Bois and Central
Park of fashienable Mexice. During Lent, however,
fashion takes the caprice of changing to the Paseo de la
Viga, along the eanal by which vegetables and flowers
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are bronght to the capital frem the floating gardens.
The Paseo de la Reforma is a wide, straight boalevard,
nearly two miles long, starting from a certain equestrian
statve of Charles IV, of Spain—the first bronze cast in
this hemispliere, and fine and excellent work., It is two
hnndred feet wide, and has a donble row of trees—-euea-
lyptus and ash — shading its sidewalks. The Mexican
equestrian dandy shonld be obscrved as he curvels his
liorse along it among the fine carriages. He wears now
not only his weighty spurs and silver-braided sombrero,
bnt a cutlass at his saddie-bow, and larger revolvers than
ever, Not that there is need of them, since a couple of
wmounted carbinecrs—of whom there seems no great need
either—ave stationed at nearly every hundred yards; but
they are a part of Lis peeuliar display. Somec of onr
young Americans, too, in the country, it must be said,
almost out-Mexican the BMexicans themselves, carrying
all their customs to an exaggerated oxtreme.

There are to be six eireles, with statnes, spaced at
proper intervals along the way. The first, containing a
fine Colimubus, is finished; a Guoatemozin, for the sce-
ond, I8 in progress. The next, it s said, will contain
Cortez.  There at last will stand, face to face — their
copntrymen now one people—the heroie defender and
the heroic conquerar, the two characters of such contra.
- dietory traits within themselves, who both acted accord-
ing to their lights in their day and generation, and but
followed the path of inevitable destiny.

The eauseways of La Veronica and La Romita—con-
taining ancient small-arehed aqueduets, which bring water
to the city—branch off from Chapnltepee, and form two
sides of an obtuse triangle, which the Paseo (or Calzada)
de la Reforma bisects. It was along these canseways that
the Americans ran, in that invasion of a very diffcrent
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character, in 1847. It is said that as Shiclds was charg-
ing on that to the right, after the fall of the eastle, Scott,
fearing lis imprudent haste, sent to detain him. The
atde had got a8 far as the preliminary “Goenural Scott pre-
sents his compliments, and begs to say—"" when Shiclds,
appreliending the message, eat him short with, “I have
no time for compliments now,” and harried on, and got
into the city before he could be overtaken.

Do the Mexieans bear us a grndge for all that? They
seem just now to have amiably forgotien it, and far be it
from me fo revive such memories in a boasting spirit.
There is a behind-the-scenes to it, here, upon the ground.
It is pathetic, and by no means caleulated to pro-
duce complaceney, to read in the small history stndied
in the schools the Mexican account of what took place.
The alinost unbroken series of defeats from which they
went np, without hope of success, fo the slanghter are
frankiy admitted. The country wag torn by internal dis-
sensions. The genecrals went back from the ficld to put
down or sustain governmments, refnsed to aid one another
in their operations, and availed themselves of the troops
given them to seizc upon power, instead of fighting the
Americans. There were not less than cleven changes of
government, chiclly violent, during the short eounrse of
the war. In February and March of the year in whiel,
in September, the invaders made their entry there had
been fighting in the streets of the capital for well-nigh a
month between two presidents, neither strong enough to
put the other -down. Want of courage is not a Mexican
tailing. It was want of leadeus, unity, everything that
gives steadiness in a great crisis.

The land ostensibly aimed at by the so-catlod Improve-
ment Company follows the Calzada of the Reform for
a considerable part of its length. It lies vacant, oxeept
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for usc as pastnve. It has not been safe to live foo far
from the thickly-settled distriet 11l the establishment of
law and order by the present administration, and the city
itself Lias farnished room engugh.  But what new accom-
modations are to be nceded in the great future, with the
vision of which imaginations are regaling themselves, it
is not an casy matter to determine.

Villag were spoken of, to be Dbnilt with restrieted
rights, so as to prescrve a seleet and park-like aspeet.
There were to be front lots cnough on the Calzada alone
to pay the cost. The grand hotel talled of was to sur-
pass anything on the continent.

If somebody would but put up a hotel equal to our
own of the second grade it would be a boon to American
travellers. Lt might expect to draw, too, not a few of
the Mexicans themselves, who are hardly slower than the
rest of the world in recognizing a good thing when they
see it. The magnates wlho shall have made fortunes in
the new enterprises, and others who have them already,
could, no doubt, be relied on for a liberal patronage.

IIL

This projeet is of no farther importance than as a
text for a wention of the Mexican tax and rcal estate
Jaws, whicl: have their features of decided interest. “In
the noral as in the physical order,” as onr friend Itnr-
bide tells us, “only a gradual progress can be expecied.”
A nation of nine or ten millions, two-thirds of whom are
of pure Indian blood, used only to the most primitive
and poverty-stricken ways of life, cannot be too sud-
denly pushed forward. They must be allowed to go at a
certain pace, cven with the best of intentions, and slowly
adapt themselves to the improvements designed for their
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good; for it is by them, the rank and file, after all, that
these must be sapported.

The country might seem, at first sight, the most glovi-
ous place for real estate speculation in the world. Real
property is not taxed except upon such income as it pro-
duces. When not actually prodneing income, it may be
idle indefinitely, and escape scot-free, however mneh it
may enhance in value meanwhile.  Dnt there are embar-
rassing restrictions, devised throngh fear and jealousy of
the foreigner, which make the prospect much less attrac-
tive. The traveller of means cannot follow his whim,
as he might almost anywhere else in the world, of buy-
ing a pretty bit of land or house that atiracts Liim and
leaving it, to return to when he will, or do what he
please with it.

By the Mexican Civil Code “no forcigner mny, with-
out previous permission of the President of the Repub-
lie, acquire real estate in the fronbicr states or territory
within twenty leagues of the frontier.,” Aud “it is ab-
solutely prohibited to forcigners to acquire rnstic or
urban property within five leagues of the coast.”

Thie may be well enough, and is aimed principally at
the United States, as a way of preventing any gradual
cneroachments from the borders; but farther, and more
important: no foreigner may own veal property at all,
except on condition of remaining permanently and look-
ing after it. If he be absent froni the conntry for two
years, his property may be denounced and cutered by the
first comer, the same as if it were a mine. Tle cannot
even have an agent in the country to hold it for him.
Nor, even should he comply with the rigid condition
named, could he then scll it to another foreigner.

The trausient foreigner, so far as he is concerned, can-
not acquire real estate on any condition,
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All this is set down in the Code in the most explicit
terms.  The most driving inprovement company, there-
fore, conld sell lots only te Mexicans. The class of
wealthy Americans expected as winter residents would
be ruled out of the calenlation, though, of course, they
may stop at the hotel.

There is also some ambiguity as to what commereial
corporatiens, with one-third of their directors resident in
the conntry, may or may not do, siuce the construetion
of the term “corporation™ is not the same as with us.
Some construing or explanatory cunactinents are necded
to remedy the ambiguity last mentioned, and an entire
sweeping away is needed of all the rest.

If there be sincerity in the manifestations of desive for
progress, and aid from withont, Mexico must sweep away
narrow and benighted restrictions. 1f ontside eapital be
demanded for works of mnclioration and embellishment,
how can it be expeeted ab sucl a pricc?

And why, in the name of goodness, in this enlightened
day, should not the foreigner be put upon the same foot-
ing as the native in these mabters, and allowed to hold
property wherever he will throughont the civilized world ¢

Let the foreigner bear in mind, too, that he mnst
be matriculated at the Department of Foreign Aflaiss,
throngh the Consul-general, in order to have any recog-
nized standing in a court of justice, in cases of diffienlty.
Without this formality even his forelgnness is not nec-
essarily concered to him as a protection.
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V1.
THE FERRQ-OCARRILES.

I.

Tux ferro-carrides, the caminos de fierro, or railways,
were the business of the hour. In speaking of the com-
ing greatness of the capital I nentioned glibly the prin-
eipal ones which are supposcd to have a part in it. They
are by no means all built. Ifar from it! It is not even
cerfain that some of the most promising of them, on
paper, ever will be built. ‘

The matter of granting railroad charters in Mexico is
by no means new. They have been granted for thirvty
years or so, to Europeans and natives, who did little o
nothing with themn. It was only when, under the adop-
tion of a more enlightencd policy, they came te be
granted to Americans that the roads were built and the
charters had a value. At onee everybody who prided
himself wpon the neccssary infloence began to desire a
charter also. Ile might not want to nse it at once, but
could keep it and see what turn things were to take. Or
he might transfer it to some more powerful ewnership
. to which it would be worth a consideration. This mew
ownership, too, might wait to see what was likely to
happen. If railways prowised to be profitable in the
country, it was well for certain great corporations in the
United States to have their feeders or extersions there;
at any rate, they could keep others from the ficld till they
shonld be satisfied of its character.
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It is in this way, I surimise, that some of the present
franchises have been got, and are reflectively held. There
hiave been henehimen to procure them and turn them over
to patrons, whe wait a while before going to worlk, trust-
ing to inflluence to procure the proper extensions and
renewals of time, if needed.

Stories were afloat of practices employed in the obtaio-
ing of concessions and subsidies, which I shonld prefer
to believe falsifieations. I licard one or two of them, it
is true, from somewhat inside sources, and sueh practices
are not unknown elsewhere; yet I like muoch better to
think that there are no persons of standing and influcnee
in Mexico who conld prostitnte their higl position, and
put a shameless greed for gain before the publie in-
terest in a crisis like the present, as these stories scem
to indicate.

¥ Why, in onr great West,” said an American visitor,
settling himself baclk in his ehair to complain vigorously
of certain treatment he had received, “if an immigrant
comes among us, we give him a lift.  'We help him build
his house, or perhaps put him up a barn; and arve glad
to doit. If he lias capital to start some kind of factory,
we give himn a picce of land free of charge. That is the
American style. We put one hands in onr pockets and
pay ont a little, knowing full well that we shall get it
back in time in the greater prosperity of the town.”

“Yes,” I said, by way of sympathy with his aggrieved
situation, aml a proper pride in the American style of
doing things, “and T am teld that, in Chicago and St.
Lonis, they pay his hotel bills a while, and try to keep
him, if not as a permanent resident, at least long encugh
to get out & new censns, in which he may be included.”

“ But here,” my interlocator continued, “ there is noth-
ing of the kind. The first thing they ask about a new-
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comer is, ‘ How much can we make ont of him? They
want pay for permitting himn to do something for them.
There is no public spirit, ne local pride. What they
want is exorbitant gains.”

He went on to tell of an application for a eharter
by an American company, which was absolutely refused.
They were afterward approached and told that the privi-
lege would be granted to & cammiitee of Mexican scun-
tors, who would in their turn transfer it to the company
for a handsome constderation. The go-betweens in this
negotiation declared that the personages who were to
have the final voice in the granting of the charter, as well
as themselves, would require to be paid, which might
bave been true, and might not. A liberal share of the
subsidy to be voied for the railway was to be exhausted
in this way.

I do not know whether this be anything more than
political “striking,” or black-mailiug, with which we are
familiar at Albany and elsewhere, and whether the cor-
ruption ever really reaches to head-quarters. At any rate,
it was said that sume part of the aid devoted to cach sov-
eral enterprise was diverted in this way to private bene-
fit. The drainage of the valley had been offered in the
United States at a redbetion of farty per cent. from the
amount vated by the appropriation bill, the difference to
be retained by the purveyors of the opportmmity. One
hundred thousand dollars in cash was demanded, again,
as a prelininary, for the opportnnity to fill in the works
of a certain harbor with stoue at a reasonable rate. Such
accounts may be worth looking into by Mexican autheri-
ty, with the interest of good and economical work and
tlie abatement of scandal at heart. There is probably no
better forin of patriotism for Mexico just now than a
girict and uncompromising honesty of administration. '
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1I.

There were entored in the eonvenient statistical hund-
book kuown as the “ Aunuario Universal,” for the year,
a list of forty-onc railways as in explofecion (running),
or under construction. But after many of those enu-
merated was inserted a note, to the effect that, owing to
some unforeseen delay, the works were wot yet begun.
Taking out these, and a lavger number on which, though
teehnically begun, little or no labor had been expended,
there was still ah unlooked for array of construciled
roads. Taking ouwt the Eng ish road from Vera Cruz,
and what had been done by the Awmerican companics,
almost at the wmoment, these were found to consist of
shiort bits of local line scattered thronghount the country.
There was not a thvongh line among thém; many were
operated by animal traction only; they bhad been builf by
natives, been afflicted by bankrnpteics and other troubles;
and represented the railway sitnation of the country
apart from ontside assistance.  You were cven drawn a
good part of the way by animals on the Koglish branch
from Vera Cruz to Jalapa; and in going from Mexico
to the mines at Pachuea, after leaving the snain line at
Ometuseo, we took first a diligence, and were then pulled
by mules in a Philadelphia-built Liorse-car.  The number
of these isolated bits has not inereased in the mean time,
several of them having been bonght up and incorporated
in the larger enterprises.

In the mean time, however, the list of projected roads
at least has been liberally inereased, The Congressional
session of 1881 was the most active ever known in the
authorization of new cnterprises on a great seale. The
great Mexican Central, trunk line, had, however, been

4
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chartered in 1878, and the Mexican National in 1880.
The first charter nnder the modern movement dates
from October, 1867; and sincé then the Mexican Govern-
ment has issned charters for over 20,000 miles of road,
with subsidies probably to the amouut of $200,000,000.
Many af these, with their subsidies, have lapsed, of
course. The Government is now held for abont 15, (}00
miles of road, and subsidics of §90,000,000.

The enterprises on a great seale are all American, and
the chief ones among thetn may be estimated roughly as
- followe:

Miles,

Mexivan Central (Boston Companyl.. . oo iiivseenrrannrens 2,000
Mexiean Nationnl {(Lalmer-Bullivan). . . covvovvrvnrianennnaecas 2,000
Sonora (Boston Company). . oo vvvn o cviiniiiainieniannea. 300
Mexican Southern (Generul Grant, President) .., ... .c....... 1,000
Orientat (Do Gress and Juy Gonld} . ovov i iiiiain e 1,200
Tepolobambo (Benator Windom, President)........cooo.iaut 1,200
Inicrnational (Frisbic and Huantington).. ... ..ooviinniinne s 1,400
Pacific Coast (Frishie), ... oot iiin i e e 8,000
B 7 12,300

To these may be added the Sinaloa and Duranga, from
the city of Culiacan to the port of Altata, in Sinsloa; the
Tehuantepee railway, and Captain Eads’s ship railway
across the sane isthmus, to take the place of a ship canal.
The privilege to bnild an American railway across Te-
huantepee, it may be remembered, was secured (at the
same time with the lower belt of Arizona) by the Gade-
den treaty of 1853, snpplementary to that of Guadaiupe
Hidalgoe. The road was supposed to be needed for the
- consolidation of relutions with onr then newly aequired
territory of California. The Pacific railroad filled its
place, however, and the project, taken up and dropped
from tire to time, has since had but a lingering existence.

Captain Eade proposes to transport bodily ships of
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4000 tons, 190 miles, by land. Ile will have fwelve
lines of rails, and four locomotives at onece; and, to avoid
jarring in transit, changes of direction will be made by
a serles of tnrn-tables ihstead of ewvves. The schemo is
a startling one, and mects with no Tlittle apposition. Tt
ig still only on paper; bunt its proposcr, who has abun-
dantly vindicated his sagacity in constructing the jetties
of the Missiesippi and the great St. Lonis Lridge, remains
firm in his conviction that ho will be able to sail ships
agross the isthnus on dry land.

II11.

The several enterprises are suceinctly divided into two
classes—thore on the grenod, and these on paper. It is
not necessarily a disparagement to the last that they are
still in snch a condition, for many of them ave of very
recent origin.

The original Mexican Sonthern road is to run south
from Mexieco, by Pnebla and Oaxaca (eanital of the pop-
ulons state of the same name) and the fronticr of Gua-
temala, with branches to the ports of Auton Lizardo, on
the Gulf of Mexieo, and Tehiuantepee, on the Pacifie. Tt
is to couneet also with the Tchhantepee railway. 1t
relies, as a principal resonrce, upon the transport of the
valuable prodnctions of a rich tropical country, as eotton,
sogar, coftee, rice, and the like, Oaxaca is an important
small city of 28,000 people, birthplace of General Por-
firio Diaz, the Mexican power behind the throne, and un-
doubtedly the weightiest person in the eountry. The
route will be a rugged one to build. Much of the area -
is high and salubrious. The Oaxacan Indians are a sturdy
race, who have followed their leador, Diaz, and others in
wany a hard-fought campaign,
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This company, however, has lately effected a consoli-
dation with the Mexican Oriental, and both will hence-
forth be known under the name of the Mexican Southern.

The Moexican Oriental sots out from Laredo, on the
Texas frontier, and procceds to the capital by way of
Victoria, the capital of the state of Tamaulipas. It
claims to have a beelineg, and to be 200 miles shorter
than any other. Tts mission is to oecnny the district be-
tween the coast and the Mexican National. Lt throws
out a branch from Victoria lo San Luis Potosi; and has
a coast-line eonnceting Tuxpan, Nantla, and Vera Cruz.
It is fed by some 12,000 miles of road under control of
Jay Gonld in the United States.

The International is chartered to run from Eaglo Pass,
in Texas, to the ecity of Mexico, ocenpying a ficld left
vaeant between the Mexican Central and National; and
is allowed fo have also a cross-line to a point botween
Matamoras and Tampico, east, and between Mazatlan and
Zihnataneso, west. The theory of each, it will be seen, is
to have an interoecanic line as well as 2 main line north
and south.

The Pacific Coast road covers the right to a vast
stretch, beginning at a point below Fort Yuma, Avizona,
and connecting the whole serics of Pacific ports down to
Guatemala.  The Topolobampo has alse a Jong extension
sonthward, to tonch at some of the same points.

The Topolobampo route (Texas, Topolobampe, and
Pacific) erosses the northern border states. Tt professes
to be a shorter transcontinental route to Australia and
Asia than any other that can be laid down on the map.
It elaims te bave at Topolobampo, just within the Gulf
of Cilifornia, the ancient Sea of Cortez, one of the few
fine harbors of the Pacifie coust.

These harbors are spaced at wide intervals apart.
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That of the Columbia River of Oregon is the highest
up. Then, 600 miles south, comes San Franeisco; 441
iniles below this is Ban Dicgo; 650 miles farther on, in
& direct line, or 936, donbling Cape 8Bt. Lucas, is Topo-
lobampo ; and 740 miles south of this again is Acapuleo.
Between them all there is nothing worthy the name of
harbor.

Topolobampo city, within the eonfines ot the state of
Sinaloa, exists only on paper as yet, but nothing is more
impressive in its elegant regularity and finish than a pa-
per city. It claims to be 800 miles nearer New York
than San Francisco by railroad travel, and that a person
coming from Liverpool to Sydney, Australia, would save
600 wniles in laying out 4 course from TFernandina, Flor-
ida, by New Orleans and Topolobampo, which is indi-
cated as a route of the future. If some of these rep-
resentations be corrcet, no doubt it will be. We live
in times of a ruthless commercial greed which is stopped
by no sentimental considerations of vested rights and
convenience, We have but to sco a short, through
line, with possible cconomies, to build it with all possible
despateh.

The road in question is to start from Pledras Negras,
on tie frontier of Texas, aud make for Topolobampo,
across the states of QCoshuila, Chilahua, and Sovora,
witll branches to Presidio del Norte, also on the Texas
frontier, and to Alamos, in Sonora, and the port of Maz-
atlan, down the coast, These rantes pass near, and
would greatly facilitate oporations in some of the large
silver-mining districts, of lale cntered with success by
Aomnerican capital and hnmigration. The reports of its
surveys chronicle an _engaging prospect in variouns other
ways. It passes from helts of tropical produets to those
of white pine, oak, and cedar, and others fitted for cereals,
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grass, and cotton, with a rich iron nountain, and deposits
of eopper as well as silver.

The maxim is lauid down that a railroad pays, in local
traflic, in proportion as one scction of its line sapplics
what another lacks, If the sitnation be as represented,
Topolobampo seems provided with most of the essential
conditions of success.
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VII.
THE RAILWAYS AT WORK.
I

Tur Sonora road is alveady bLuilt, and in operation as
I write. It is a stretch of three hundred iwiles, from
the Arizona frontier, to the port of Guayras, near the
centre of tlie shore line of the Gulf of California. Its
United States connection is by a branch of the Atchison,
Topeka, and Santa F¢, fromt Denson, throngh Calabasas,
to the border at Nogales; and another is proposed, from
the Sounthern Pacific at Tueson. The management of this
enterprise, ag well as of the Great Moxican Central, is
practically that of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa I'6.

Its conrse is across the state of Sonorar It abolishes
the old systemn of ox-train transportation and the dusty
stage-line from Tuesou. It will be fonnd fault with,
among others, by the savage Apaches, whose refuge
Northern Mexico has so long been.  Their depredations,
with their tervitory penetrated by railroads, must soon
come to an end onee for all. The other Indians of the
state —Yaquis, Mayos, and Opatas—are docile, and a
~principal veliance for cheap labor. The road taps mines,
and, by means of a branch, what is even more important
for Mexico, the valoable Santa Clara coal-fields. It has
the little eity of Iermosillo, with its plantations, irrigated
by aqueduets, in its course; and ibs port of Guaymus is
cotmmodions and sheltered.
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II1.

I have purposcly rescrved to the last—the better, per-
haps, to present thein to view—the two great trunk lines
of principal importance, the Mexican Central and the
Mexican Nutional. These two represent the bulk of the
entire movement as it is at present.  Neither had many
miles in actual operation during my stay ; but the works,
railway stations, city officcs, and army of cmployés of
both, were constantly in sight at the capital, and were
the principal evidences by which the wanner of the rail-
way invasion of Mexico conld be jndged.

Energy of wmovement, ingenvity in planning, and an
almost limitless cxpenditure, all indieated here conscien-
tious work, and not simply railroad building on paper.

The Contral begins at El Paso, the terminus of the
Atehison, Topeka, and Santa I'é, as well as a station on
the Southern Pacifie, at the frontier of New Mexico.
It extends to the capital, a distance of thirteen hnndred
iles, tapping on the way a long serics of the leading
cities of the republic, most of these ag well eapitals of
states. It has also a great interoceanic eross-line, whigh
is to pass from the port of Tampico, on the Gnlf of Mex-
ico, through the citics of San Lnis Potosi, Lagos (the
junction with the main line), and Guadalajara, to San
Blas, on the Pacific. It is expeected that the main line
will be comnpleted about July, 188L '

The first reached in the chain of lcading eitics is Chi-
hnalina, with about cightecen thounsand inhabitants. The
line is alveady running to this point, and is completed in
all three hundred and thirty-one miles southward from
Paso del Norte. The visitor by rail may already have
in Chiluahua a glimpse of a place presenting most of the

4%
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typical Mexican features. It has Aztee remains, and a
Jarge eathedral, built out of a percentage of the procceds
of a silver-mine in bonanza. It is the scene where the
patriot Iidalgo, who first raised the standard of iusarrec-
fion against Spanish rule, was shot, having been treacher-
ously betrayed by his friends. This story is, unhappily,
of but too frequent repetition in Mexican annuls,

Dmango, three hundred miles farther, has twenty-
eight thousand people. It lhas been spolken of as the &
tima Lhule of civilized Mexico, the Durren plains to the
north—which are, indeed, very common in all these up-
permost states—not having been considercd worthy to
be included with the country below. There ave places
where water is not to be had for two and three days at a
time, but must be carried by the traveller.  The inhabi-
tants have had to depend considurably npon themselves
for defence, a8 is secn in the oceasional fortdike hacien-
das, with walls turreted and pierced for musketry.

Zacatecas, moving onward now into a country ef rce-
ognized civilization, has 62,000 peuplo; San Luis Potosi,
45,000; Aguas Calientes, 35,000; Lagos, 25,000; Leon,
100,000 ; bhandsome Guanajuate, capital of the state
which is the rvichest of the whole interior, 63,0005 Ce-
laya, 30,0005 Silao, 88,000; Irapuato, 21,000 ; Salamanca,
20,000 ; and lnxurions Guadalajara, 94,000.

The mining of the precious metals is a leading indus-
try over all the area thus described, which abounds alse
in the agricnltural predncts of a gentle and temperate
ciimate.. The railroad is now running northward from
the city of Mexico to Lagos, and is completed for three
hundred and thirty-four miles from this lower end.

Lastly in the ehain of citics may be mentioned Quere-
taro, which has a population of 48,000. It is the site of
Bonrishing cotton-mills, an aqueduct which is compared
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with the works of the Romans, and it saw the final re.
sistance and execution of Maximilian, Mexirco itself has
200,000 inhahitants. I hiave summed up bere nearly a
million of people; and it wonld scem that a ralroad
along the line of which are seattered such communities
~as these, grown to their present dimensions without even
tolerable means of approach, neced not lack for suppoert.

True, large nnmbers of the people are Indians and
very poor; but I point to the example of Don DBenito
Juarez, the hiberator of lis eountry from the IFrench, an
Tndian of the parest blood, and to nnmerous others acces-
sible on cvery hand, to show that there is nothing inher-
ent in the race itsclf to debar it from the highest devel-
opment with increase of opportunitics. And if any sup-
posc that they do not like to travel, let him simply in-
spect the excursion trains where third-cluss cars are sup-
plied to thewn in suflicient numbers.

111,

I wmade the trip over the section of the Central to the
small city of Tula. Tts principal feature is the passage
through the great Spanish drainage cat, along onc side of
which it lius been allowed to terrace its track, This cut—
the Tajo of Nochistengo, before mentioned, designed for
keeping the lakes from inundating the valley-—was be-
gun under the viceroys as far back as 1607, and continued
for a couple of hundred years. Such mammoth earth-
entting—a diteh twelve wiles long, a couple of hundred
feet decp, and three hundred and sixty wide—was never
scen elsewhere in the world; and it is said to have cost
the lives of seventy thousand peons, or Indian laborers,
in the coursc of constraction. Why this shonld have
been, and how they died —whether by slipping in and
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being buried, or under the exactions of eruel task-nasters,
and whether those who passed away simply of old age
(for which it will be scen there was ample time) are in.
cluded—does not appear.

I went partly by constraction train, dining in their car
with a group of jolly young engineers, and partly on -
horseback over the ferre-plaine (the graded road-bed),
which makes an execllent surface for riding. The peons,
swarming on the work, in white cotton shirts and drawers,
have reddish sking, bristly black hair, and a sudden, wild-
eyed way of addressing you. They have an analogy to
the Chinese type. They got at this time two and a half
reals (thirty-one cents) a day. They are very snspicious,
‘and have absolutely no idea of trust, or waiting over the
appointed time. Dangerous strikes have resulted from
same slight putting off of the pay.duy, which usually
takes place once a week. In, othor respects they ave
very tractable,

Phere were said to be thirty thousand of them at work
on railroads at this date. The rate of wages, so favor-
able to the contractors at first, has been gradually rising
nnder the active demand in the mean time, and I have
heard, since my returh, of a strike on one of the northern
roads for as high as $1 a day. They buy gay clothes for
Sunday, and pulgue, and save nothing. Many will not
even work steadily. Two suclt form a partnership to
take a single place, and one works half the week and
the dtl:er the rest. There were some who walked all Sat-
urday night to spend Sunday at Queretaro, and returned
Monday morning. On the haciendas they are generally
in debt, and as they cannot leave when in debt, they are
8o far attached to the land, like serfs. Ifach gang has a
Cabo (or head), who is situply an cnterprising one of
themselves, and gets an allowance of two cents extra for
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each man he controls. -
The Cabo is a great °
man among the railway
laborers, and out of
cabos arise the J3enito
Jnarezes, and hopes in-
delinite for the ecvoln- TIE GREAY SPANISL DRAINAGE CUT,
tion of the race.

I spent the night at Tula. It was the capital of the
Toltees before the day of the Aztees. I elimbed the [ill
of the Treasure, to ingpect some rnins over which archee-
ologists have made a stir. There are no sculptures nor
carved stones, nothing but some opened cellars and heavy
walls, with patehes of a red plaster, as at Pompeii, ad-
lering to them. Dut we stayed our horses, and looked
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down, from a thicket of organ-cactus and nopal, upon a
lovely sunset over the valley of Tula. It is a little
pockel of fertility in the hills, and it does not seem at
all wonderful that the Toltees stopped there in their
migrations sonthward.

My mozo pointed out a ruin ia the thick woods, whicl
- he declared was Toltee, knowing that to be what I was in
search of. It was picturesque enongh, its walls lhaving
been split by an irrepressible vegetable growth; but it
had the same style of battlements (8 kind of Spanish
Liorn of dominion) as the fortress-like chnreh in the town,
dating fron 1553, and was much uiore inodern.

I went into this cool old church—vast enough for a
cathedral-—mnext day, when the temperature was warm
without, It was entirely vacant. Iatigued with my
journeying, I sat on a comfortable old wooden hench,
and dozed till awakened sharply by the striking of a
little enckoo-clock. I seem to have dreamed that the
namerous quaint figures of saints, in dresses made of
actual stnffs, had somchow an every-day existence there,
in addition to their sacred character, and that they were
taking notice of the intruder, and offering audible com-
ments. This is one of the ways, I suppose, in which very
good miracles have been wronght before now.

For the rest, the place consisted of a plaza, with two
or three pulgueshops; a shop of general traps, with the
ambitions title of “Los Leoncs;” a botica (or drug-shop),
kept by ene Perfecto Espinoza; a lictel de las Diligen-
cias; and a little jail, at one corner of the plaza, where
a couple of soldiers walked np and down, and the pris-
oners peeped out through a large wooden, grated door.

And thore was a good restanrant, kept by a little
Frenchman, who moved on with it from time to time to
the head of the line.
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1v.

The Mexican National, or © Palmer-Sullivan,” road is

due to the same enterprise which established the snceess-
fnl Denver and Rio Grande system in Colorado and New
Mexico, It is, like that, a narrow gauge, instead of a .
standard gange, line, and a conncetion is to be ultimately
estublished between the two. In some respects it may
claim to be the pioneer in the modern movement, since
its agent in Mexico, James Sullivan, had obtained a
charter and begun to raise money in L8732, but was stop-
ped in his project by Lhe panic of the following year.

The National takes a much shorter line to the capital
than the Central, say eight hundred miles, ns against
thirteen Lundred.  Its initial point is Taredo, on the
Texas frontier. Tt is ronning already into Montercy,
the capital of Nnevo Leon, and built below Saltilic.
Of the charins of the little city of Monterey, which has
medicinal springs beside i, travellers begin to speak in
the warmest terms. It tonehes San Lnis Potosi and Ce-
laya as well as the Central, and has along or near its
gourse other cities, well peopled, though less known to
fame, as Matchnala, the population of which is 25,000.
Its eastern post is Corpus Ohristi, Texas, thougl it will
have a branch alse to Matamoras. TIts westward ex-
tension (only less important than the main line) winds
round about, through the cities of Toluca, Maravatio,
Morelia, Guadalsjara, and Colima, down to the port of
Manzanillo.

Four of these are capitals, and all are populous, and
have wide, well-paved streets and handsome bnildings,
public and private. Tolues, at a great height, 8825 feet,
above the sea, is often afllicted by a rather frigid tem.

W
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perature; Colima is distinctly in the tropics; but Mo-
relin affords the happy medinn, and jts whole state of
Michoacan has ¢harms upon which the appreciative never
have done expatiating. ITumboldt spenks of the lake
found at Patzenaro as one of the loveliest on the globe,
Madame Calderen de la Barea, in her jonimey leve, could
hardly refrain from regretting the lavishing by Nature
of what sccmed (so few were there thien to enjoy it)
almost a wasted beauty. “We are startled,” she says,
“Dby the conviction that this enchanting variety of hill
and plain, wood and water, is for the most part unseen
by homan eye and untrod by human feotstep.”

The route winds, too, on its way to Guadalajura,
around the great lake of Chapala. Truly, it seems they
are to he happy travellers, those of the immediate future,
to whom the simple device of the railway is to open up
so mueh of the wildness and loveliness of nature, com-
bined with the quaintness of an old Spanish civilization.
We are apt to forget, in our preconceived impressions,
what an important part Old Spain played in the country
daring three huadred years, what treasnres she spent
there.  She had made a beginning of some of these solid,
regular cities, which surprise one like enchantment on
emorging upon them from forests and wastes, a hundred
years before tho Pilgrims landed at Ylymouth Rock.
Very little, in fact, has been added te what the. Spanish
domination left. The modern movement, since 1821, is
to be credited with very little in the way of now build-
ings. Suoch compliments as are paid in the course of these
deseriptions to the architecture belong chiefly to that re-
maining from a mneh earlier date. The repntation of the
republic is still to be made in all such matiers when if
shall have outgrown the ample legacies bequeathed 1t, and
have need of farther aceommodations peculiarly its own.
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V.

Iu all, the Natioual has completed four hundred and
sixty miles. It is said of late to have heen sold to an
English company. e need not forego our American
pride in its carly achicvements, even if this be so. Per-
haps sneh a transfer might be of benetit, in allaying the
dread of an overweening Awmcrican influence.

It was not done even to Toluea in my time. It has to
face its most arduonw engineering diffioulties at the very
beginning, and fortunately gocs far more smoothly after-
ward, No less than seventeen bridges, of solid construe-
tion, had to be thrown aecross the little stremn of the
Rio Hondo in two or throe wiles of its course.

A pay-train on horseback started out from the central
office every Saturday, to convey the silver coin for the
wages of the army of hands employed on the first section
of twenty miles.

“Ride with us!” ilzg members often hospitably urged,
and 1 more than once aceepted the invitation.

It is an all-day adventure, and a fatiguing one. DBe-
hold uws at early morning clattering out of the conrt-yard
to ride up into the lastnesses of the mountaius, a curivns
cavaleade. The treasure is packed npon the backs of a
dozen mules, which are placed in the centre. A troop of
Durales (the efficient foree organized by Portirio Diaz
for the better protection of the rural districts) takes the
van. A numerous retinne of armed mozos of the com-
pany, with oursclves, bring wp the rear. The young
engineers, paywasters, and contractors, well mounted,
with long boots and revolvers, present a handsome, half-
nilitary aspect.

We have presently lost sight of the city, and are upon
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high rolling bareens, where the surface is veleanic and
rent into an infinity of scams, and the only vegetation is
that of nopal, or prickly-pear, as lurge ag apple-trees with
ns, Ilere and there a cluster of white tents is scen at a
distance, and cotton-clad peons delving in guleh or on
mountain-side are like some strange species of white
Insects. :

The whole expedition wears a most un-nincteentli-
century air.  We might be some band of maranders re-
turned from an ancient foray. The Lluwrales have some-
thing in their eut—the buff leather jackets, crossed by
ample sword-belts, and wide, gray felt hats-—-of the troop-
ers of Cromwell. Iach has a rifle in his holster at the
saddle-bow, and a gray-und-scarlet blanket strapped be-
hind him. Nothing could he more spirited, in color,
than these costumes, dismounted beside a cactus-tree, ar
thrown ont agaiust the blue of distant mountains. On
the harness of somc of the mules are embroidered in
red and blee their names, or that of some hucienda, as
“Banta Lucia,” to which they have belonged.

It i3 understood that an individual with a erimson
handkerchief around the back of his head, under his sil-
ver-bordered sombrere, is the titular eacigue of San Dar-
tolito by descent from ancient chiefs. Tle procedes us,
being employed by the company to look ont for plots
and ambuscades. When we have passed what he con-
siders the dangerons points—tlicse are generally in the
neighborhood of elevations, whenee an intending bandit
could spy the road for a distance in botl dircctions, and
where. are ravines on cither side for concealment and
escape—he rejoins the troop, and converses upon the
propriety of lis receiving more salary for his arduous
dutics. No molestation has ever yet been offered these
caravang, and there is hardly likely to be.  From 2 eon-
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siderable experience in remote parts of Mexico I am
satisfied that, howover prudent ample precantions may
be in exceptional cases like this, the ordinary traveller
runs little if any move danger of robbery than at home.

At the pay-stations we breast onr way through crowds
of the peons so thick that the horses can hardly be pre-
vented from trampling upon thewm, always with their
narrow forcheads, bristling hair, staving, wild cyos, and
Jarge, undecided months. Their money is jingled out to
them thirough a pay-window into their shabby sombreros.
Venders of small commoditics and pulyue wait for them,
and profit by the new supply of funds,

At these stations the engincers lead.a kind of barrack
life. The interior contains some beds, & dining-table, and
a safe; outside is a storchouse of picks, shovels, and bar-
rows. Whether here, in their construetion-car, or tents,
they extend the stranger a eheery hospitalily. They are
hearty, robust fellows—%not here for their health” as
their saying is.  Many of thein have seen serviee in war
and in other climes, and their company is Loth muusing
and instroctive.

VL

The right of way wsually given in all the concessions
is for a width of two handred and thirty feet, Material
and supplies for the road, and conneeted telegraph line,
are exempted from duty generally for the period of
twenty years,  Neither the cancession, property, nor
shares can be alienated to any foreign government, nor
ean a foreign government be admitted as a sharcholder.
The fear of foreign domination erops out everywhere in
Mexican legislation; and perhaps the woakness of the
nation, and the sad experience of its scizare by Napolcon
on the pretext of debt, are sullicient excuse for such
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nervousness. At any rate, all companies organized un-
der its charters agree to be strietly Mexican, and to
renounce all rights and exemptions as foreigneis.

There is no great vacant publie
demain, as with us, and the Gov-
ernment has not aided the new
enterprises with land grants. Up ‘
to a recent period, however, it has ' \
attached to cach concession a cash . )

KNOT HELE FOR THEIR
subsidy of $10,000 to $15,000 a nEALTILY?
mile. Both the Central and Na- ‘ '
tional are thus subsidized. In order that the burden
may not fall too heavily npon an exchequer always weal,
the payments are made to depend upon the pledge of six
per cent. in the one ease, and four in the other, of re-
ceipls at the custom-hounses. Certificates for the several



94 OLD MEXICO AND LER LOSYT PROVINCES

el . )
amounts as they become due are issued to the companies,
which must wait for colleetion till there are funds te
meet them, '

The latest plan, aflecting most of the great schemes
still ehicfly on paper, gives no subsidy with the charter,
but gives, instead, certain privileges to atonc for its ab-
gence. A less strict accouutability to Government, with
a much higher tariff of charges, is permitted. It bas
been questioned by some whether under these conditions
a charter without the subsiily is not better than with it.
It is to be borne in mind, Lhowever, so far as the matter
of the higher rates s concerned, that between compet-
ing points the company which can afford to ran at the
cheapest rates gets the business. If but a tithe of the
ailroads now covering the map like a net-work be Duilt,
there need be no fear of the lack of a lively competition.

The stocks and bonds of railroads ave not bought on
the word of a desultory traveller mainly in scarch of the
pieturesque~—thongh I will admit, too, that they are often
bought upen less. I am not afraid, therefore, to express
a certain enthusiasm abont the ferro-carrides of Mexieo,
which are in everybody’s wmouth. It s the railways
which have made the modern world clsewhere what it
is, and why slould they fail of the usnal effect here?

They may be overdone, and there may be panies and
shrinkages, sucl as have oceurred clsewhere, thongh this
is not extremely probable, owing to the reasons for warl-
ness which lie very much on the sarface.  The conditions
to be conformed Lo must not be sought in a parallel situ-
ation of things in the United States, but rather in such
countries, perhaps, as Kussia and India, with a large
peasant population to be developed, instead of a new
population to be created. We have built railroads in
acdvance of settlement, and depended upon numigration
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to fill up in their wake. Mexico has but an infinitesimal
immigration, and presents no great inducements to it at
present, It must depend upon the loecal earrying trade
and natural development of the industries and commeree
of the country. It has a population per square mile but
little less than that of the United States. These are
of a natural intelligence, and capable of the stimulns of
ambition when opportnnitics are opened. * They arc to
be enconraged to be no longer satisfisd with & bare sub-
sistenee for themselves, but to prodnee from their fertile
lands a surplus, for which a market is now opened. They
are to trade upon it and become amassers of wealth.

No less than 10,000 wiles of railways are spread over
what were once the old Mexican provinces of Califor-
nia, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, Nevada,
Utah, and Texas. Railways have brought these out of
the nothinguess in which they reeenily lay so vast and
desolate.  What nmust they not inevitably do at Tast for
Old Mexico itsclf, so fully peopled, and seattercd with
centres of trade and of the arts of civilized life ?
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VIII.
THE QUESTION OF MONEY, AND SHOPPING.

7

1.

Tr is perhaps thought that the work of improvement is
to be effected entively from without, the Mexican himself
remaining passive, and allowing everything to be done
for him. The view is supported Ly the extent to which
the business of the country is already in the hands of for-
cigners. The bankers and manufactnrers are Iinglish.
The Germans control hardware and “faney goods.”
Trrench and Jtaliang keep the lotels and restauranis;
Spaniards the small groceries and pawn-shops, and deal
in the products of the country. These latter have a re-
pute for svmewhat Jewish style of thrift. They are
enterprising as administrators of haciendas, and often
marry the proprictors’ dangliters, and posscss themselves
on their own aceonnt of the properties to which they were
sent as agents. Whether it be dne to snch rivaley or
not, it is to be noted that there are few Jews in Mexico.
Finally, the Awmericans boild the railroads,

The Mexican proper is a retail trader, an cmployd,
or, if rich, draws his revenues from haciendas, which in
many cases he never sees, and where his noney is made
for him. These are on an enormous scale. The chief
part of the land is comprised in great estates, on which
thio peasants live in a semi-serfdom. Small farms are
scarcely known. Tor his fine hacienda in the state of
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Oaxaca ex-President Diaz is said to have paid over a
million of dollars; on another the applinnces alone cost a
million, The revennes of Mexican proprictors have been
heretofore devoted to the purchase of inore real estate,
or Joaned ont at interest; at any rate, “salted down” in
some such way as to be of little avail n setting the
wheels of industry in motion.

Before adopting, however, the conventional view that
this state of things is due to inferiority of race or ener-
vating climate, considerations on the other side are fo be
looked at. In the first place is the revolutionarvy condi-
tion of the counntry, which until a recent date subjected
the citizen who ventured to place his property beyond
his immediate reeall to a thousand embarrassments from
onc or another of the eoutending parties.  Snch immuni-
ties and advantages as there were, were enjoyed by for-
eigners alonc, under the protection of their diplomatic
representatives.

Again, there have been peenliar inequalities of fortune,
coming down from the old Spanish monarchical times.
There has been at one extreme of society a class too ab-
jeet, and at the other, one in too leisnrely eirenmstances,
to greatly aspire to farther improvement, and the middle
class has Dbeen of slow formation. The diffienlties in
the way of travel and communication with fereign parts
for the middle elass, from the bosom of which financial
suceess chiefly springs, have been of a repressive sort,

The climate, of the central table-land at lcast, must not
be considered enervating. Oune must lay his ideas of
chimate, as depending npon latitude, aside, and compre-
hend that here it is a matter of elevation above the sea.
Individual Mexicans arc to be met with who, under the
stimulus of the new feeling of security, have embarked
their capital, pot plenty of ivons in the fire, and appear to

5
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handle them with skill. The street railways of the capi-
tal, an extensive and cxecllent system, are under native
management exclnsively. It is as snccessful in minjng.
It was only when the great Reul del Monte Company at
Pachuea, formerly ISnglish, pussed into Mexican hands
that its mines became profitable.

I shonld be strengly of the opinion that the Lackward-
ness of the Mexican is not the result of a nalive incapac-
ity or lack of appetite for gain, but chiefly of the physical
conformation of the country. The mule-path is traced
like a vast hicroglyphic over the face of it, and in this is
read the sceret—lack of transportation.

Dut the zealous advocate of race and “ Northern en-
ergy” objects: “ How long is it since we had no railroads
ourseives? And yet did we not reach a very pretty de-
gree of civilization without thein 97

- But Mexico not oanly had no wvailways, but not even
rivers nor ports. It was waterways which made the pros-
perity of nations before the day of stenmn. Tt is hardly
eredible, the completeness of the deprivations to which
this interesting country has Leen so long subjected. The
wonder is, to any expericnced in the diligence travel, and
the dreary slowness of the jowmeys, at a foot-pace, by
beusts of Lurden, not that so little, but so very mneh, has
been donc. Ou the trail to the coast at Acapuleo, for
instance—in popular phrase a mere comdne de pujaros
(road for birds)—have grown up some clharming towns,
like Iguala, the scenc of the Emperor Iturbide’s fumous
Plan, which, it scems to me, the Anglo-Saxon race would
hardly ever have originated under sach circmnstances.

Commerce and trade in such a land naturally have their
peenliar aspects. There is, in the first place, the compli-
cated tariff, slready referred to. Americans should not
let & new-born enthusiasm for & promising market hurry
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MODEEN  SHOM-FIRONTA AT MEXICO.

them inte consignments without a thorongh understand-
ing of the premises. As to engaging in nndertakings in
the country itseif, one who had dene so held that the
new-comer shonld make his residence there for six months
or o year, and fivst acequning himself with the people, their
enstoms, and langnage,

“Botter make it two years, on the whole,” he said,
reflectively, “and then he will go home again and et it
alone altogetier.”

Without sharing this satnrnine view, the importance
“of some preliminary acqunaintance cannot be too strongly
insisted upon. The great inertin of customs and ways
of looking at things so different from omr own is appre-
clated more and more as time goes on.



100 OLD MEXNTICQQ AND MER LOST PROVINUES

The most prommising openings at present would seern
to be, for capital, to work up into manufactures the raw
material with which the country abounds. These oppor-
tunities will inerease with the growth of transportation.
Labor is cheap. Lle peons have little inventive but suf-
ficiont Dmitative talent, and make cxcellent mill- hands.
They work for twenty-five and thirty-seven cenis a day,
and have no trades-usions nor strikes. There is little
opening as yct for persons of small means.  Tle govern-
ment has taken but its first rudimentary steps toward the
encouragement of immigration, and the path is beset with
difficulties.

A commereial treaty is now in the hands of the Senate
of the United States. It will be adopted in sowe farm
before long, and ey result in the tmprovement of local
businesg opportunitics, a8 it must in the volume of trade,
between the two countries.  'What we want is such & re-
duction of dnties as to put us on the same footing at least
as England (in favor of which there is a certain diserimi-
nation), 50 that our goods and machinery can be sold in
the country on reasonable terms. It is predicted that a
trade which is now abont §30,000,000 per annum (includ-
ing both exports and imports) can be made $100,000,000.
The Mexicans, on their side, desire adinission for their
sugar and hemp.  The treaty has met with its chief op-
positiorn thus far from our Southern sngar-planters.
Their fear of cowpetition is hardly reasonabie at pres-
ent. Our own product seems more likely to go to Mex-
ico at first, It is a maller of note that sugar has been
selling at eigliteen cents a pound of late at old Monterey,
in the country which professcs to raise it.¥ The total

* Detailed f'gures of our trade with Mexico, and other useful mat-
ters, will be found in the *‘Border Slaies nf Mexico,” by Leonidas
Tiamilton. Chicago, 1882,
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value of tlie exports from Mexico for the past fiscal year
has been §29,000,000. Of these £14,000,000 came to us,
and $10,000,000 weni to England.  Our own exports to
Mexico for 1881 were somewhat over $11,000,000,

I1,

At present Mexico is perhaps the most difficult coun-
try in which to do husiness in the civilized world. A
customer four or five hundred mniles off, even on the best
roads, is five or six days’ journey distant. In preparing
for it it is nat fong since lie was acenstomed to first make
his will.  The merchant has friendly as well as commer-
cial relations with his eustomer. 1le is morve or less his
banker at the same time, not for the resalting profit, bot
because it is expected of him. If he does not offer such
accommodation some other house will.  Credits are long,
and it is not cxpected tliat interest will be charged even
on qnite liberal overlaps of time.

Payment is made in the bulky silver currency of the
country ; and this is sent in large sums by guarded con-
voys, the conductas, which eonverge upon the eapital four
times a year—in January, April, August, and November.
There weve but two banks issuing bills at this time, and
these to but a small amount, and receivable only at short
distances from the capital. One of these was a private
corporation, the other the National Monte de Piedad, or
pawn-shop.

The visitor becomes carly acquainted with the Mexican
“dollar of the fathers,” to his sorrow. Sixteen of them
weigh a solid pound. It is obviously impossible to carry
even a moderate quantity of this woney concealed, or to
carry it at all with comfort. The unaveidable exhibition
of it, held in laps, chinking In valises, standing in bags,
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and poured ont in prodigious streams at the banks and
comnereial houses, is one of the features of life.
Guadalajara, tire supply from which unites with that
from Zacatecas at Querciaro, is the norvthermmost point
from which money is despatched by conducta to Mexico.
A portion of that even from here is despatched to San
[Pranciseo, Ly the port
of San Blas, just as a
pawrt of that from Za-
cateeas goes to Tam-
pico throngh San Luis
Potosi. The country
north of San Luis to
the cast alips its fands
to Matamoras; those
of Durango are di-
vided between Mata-
moras and Mazatlan ;
while Puebla, Oaxaca,
and .the rest of the
south find their nat-
ural outlet at Vera
Cruz.
The importance of
" the great conducts in
_ those thines is dimin-
ished by the growing safety of the trausport of money
by private hands. Its days are nunbered with the
progress of the railways, ncaring so rapidly the central
cluster of cities in which it has its origin. Even now it
no longer came wholly to town, but took the Central train
at the first feasible point, at ITuehuetoca, the Spanish cut
for the drainage of the valley. Its place as a spectacle is
filled by the pay conductas of the railronds.

THE “'PORTALES™ AT MEXICO,
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A revision of these accounts is nceded almost from
momentt to moment as I write, to keep pace with the rapid
changes in affairs. A National Bank aud banks of forsign
incorporators have been established in the mean time, with
anthority to issuc large amounts of but inefficiently se-
cured paper. The Mexican National Bank may now issue
Lills to the amount of F60,000,000 npon a capital of
£20,600,000. They arc legal tender from individuals fo
the government, b€ not from the government to individ-
uals, nor between individuals,  Ooe of the arguwents in
favor of this bank, cur minister was assured, was that it
would counteract in some sort the influcnee of the United
States: the nsual patriotic leaven cropping up, it will be
seen 3 though how it should aceomplish the purpose in
view it i by no wncans casy to undeistand, A fleod of
depreciated paper is driving the solid coin out of ¢irculs-
tion; so that, while the traveller may be now able 1o
carry his money comfortably about him, there may be
much worse iu store for the Mexicans themselves than
the handling of bags of wnwicldy dollars, It is not
pleasant to sce also that the government shows sonie
unnsual pecuniary embarrassmeunt. Its expenditnres for
the last fiseal year exceeded its revenues by ten per cent.,
and a loan is talked of. Should a spirit of recklessness
enter into the management of the finances, in all this
whirl of novelties, complicated by the issncs of paper, s
crisis might be precipitated, which would, of caurse, have
to be counted among the retarding influences on the roil-
ways.

I1I.

Shops and shopping in Mexico follow much more Eu-
ropean than American traditions. A fanciful title over
the door of the shop takes the place of the name of a firm
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or single proprietor.  You have no Smith & Brown, but,
instead——on the sign of a dry-goods store, for instance—
“The Serprise,” or *“ The Spring-time,” or “The Explo-
sion.” A jeweller’s is apt to be ealled © The Pearl,” or
“The Emerald;” a shoestore, “ The oot of Venus” or
“The Azure Doot.”

The windows arc tastefully draped, after the way of
shop-windows. Within stand a large force of clerks,
tonching shoulder to shonlder. They secin democratic
in their manners, even by an American standard. They
shake hands over the counter with a patron with whom
they have enjoyed a slight previons acquaintanee; ask a
mother of a family, perhaps, after the health of “Miss
Lolita” and “ Misa Soledad,” her daughters, who may
have accompanied her thither. One of thew, they hear,
ig going to be married. Perbaps this is accounted for
by the presence among the minor clerks of some of con-
siderable social position—some of the ¢lass yon mect with
afterward at the seleet entertainments of the Minister of
Gualemala, for instance. Bot a limited choice of acen-
pations has been open to the youth of Mexico, and those
who cared to work have had to take such places as they
conld. They apply now with great eagerness for the
positions of every sort offering under the new cnter-
priscs.

1t was not etiguette of Iate for ladies of the npper class
to do shopping in public, except from their carriages, the
goods being bronght out to them at the curbstone. Now
they may enter shops. A cousiderable part of the buy-
ing, as of furniture and other houschold goods, is still
done by the men of the family. Nor was it- etiquette
for ladies to be seen walking in the streets, cven with a
mnaid, except to and froin mass in the morning.

Tlle change in Dboth respects is ascribed to the 110180-
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cars. The point of ceremony, it appears, was founded
somewhat upon the ditticulty of getting abont. '

Americanism now appears in the streets with increas-
ing frequency, in the signs of dealers in arws, sewing-
machines, and other of our useful inventions, Our in-
surance companies, too, are a novel idea, to which the
Mexicans seem te take with much readiness. The jmin-
cipal shopping hours arc from four to six o’clock of the
afternoon.  From one till three, or even four, little is
done. Even the horsecars do not run in the middle of
the day. There is a goneral stoppage of affairs for din-
ner. Tt is bnt o short time since that enterprising per-
son, the commercial traveller, was unknown in the cour-
try, bat now he beging to flonrish here as elsewhere.

Thoe prufits of faverably situated houses, in thie absence
of keen competition, have been vory large, and methods
of doing business ecorrespondingly loose. The Mexican
merchant does not go intb & fine calcnlation of the pro-
portiouate valne of each item of a foreign invoice, but
“lumps” the profit he thinks he onght to receive on the
whole. Some articles, in consequence, can bs bought at
less than their real valne, while others, in compensation,
are exorbitantly advanced.

It is the smaller trade, and that most removed from
metropolitan influences, which is the gayest and - most
entertaining as a spectacle. Ilow many pictnresque mar-
ket scenes daes not ane linger in!  Each commnunity has
its own market-day, not to interfere with others. The
flags of the plaza and market-houses, which arve commodi-
oug and well built, ave hidden under fruits, grains, cocoa
sacks and mats, striped hlankets and redosos, sprawling
brown limbs, embroidered bodices and kirtles, as if spread
with a thick, richly colored rig. A grade above the open
market ig' the Parign, a bazaar of small shops, in which

5*
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goods, sales-people, and customers alike might all be put
upon canvas only with the most vivid of hues.

A " MERCERIAT AT PURIN.A.

ion, “The City of Moexico.”

I give some ex-
amples  of the
streek architectnre
of the more hn-
portant shops.
The approach to
many is under the
welcome pordules,
shady in sunshine
and dry in the
web, Not a few
ot the shops have
been old Spanish
padaces before be-
ing adapted to
their present use.
[ transferred to
my sketch-book a
bit from the lead-
ing merceria (dry-
goods store) of the
important nigor
¢ity  of Tuebla
which L thought

“particularly inter-

esting. It was
ealled, after the
prevailing  fash-

The entire front—npon

which still remained the carved escutcheon, showing that
it had been the residence of a family of rank—was faced
up between carvings, in a gay pattern in tiles, the figures
glazed, the rest an unglazed gronnd of red.
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Tur persons who once lived in these old Spanish pal-
aces, and descendants of the titles of nobility existing be-
fore the Independance, are still much esteemed in a certain
sminll cirele fn the conntry. There are pointed eut to you
those who shenld by right be marquises and counts, and
the titles are oceasionally given them. The Mexican no-
bles, from the time of Cortes down, lived in magnificent
style in their day. The Count of Regla, who has left his
trace after him iu mary directions, st have enjoyed
almost the statc of royalty. A single hacienda of his in
Michoacan was thirty leagues in length by seventeen in
breadth, and, sloping down {rom the temperate platean
to the tropie, comprised in its extent the products of al-
most every clime.  He fitted out two ships of the largest
size, building them of muahogany and cedar, and pre-
sented them to the King of Spain.  Iuviting his majesty
to visit the country, he assnred him that his horse ghould
tread on nothing but ingots of silver from the coast to
the eapital.

A remnant of the old nellesse rallied aronnd Maximil-
ian when he came to assume the Emperor’s erown. With
this, and what remains of Maximilian’s court, and some
few other families of a peculiarly exclusive turn, a circle
is constituted somewhat corresponding to the Parisian
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Faubourg St. Gerinain,  They are sometimes stigmatized
as “ Mochos,” literally hypocrites. They are rich, pass
much of their time abroad, protest against the sequestra.
tion of the Church property, and exhibit a refined horror
at the vandulism of these later times,

“The government,” they tell you, *is in the hands of
the populacho, the rabble; the gente honvada, respectable
society, hes nothing to do with it.”

In a novel which T have by a Mexican writer, Cuellar,
a scerctavy of legation at Washingtoo, the scene is Iaid
in this factiou or clique. ¢ Choua” or Inearnacion, the
hieroine, or leading feminine character, “ had been brouglit
up from childhood more to ablier than admire. The con-
versations in the family contivuzlly turned upon the
utter antipathy which the men and things of Mexico
inspired.”

“They had for visitors Chnreli notabies and those of
the wealthy who still retained the parchinents of their
ancestry. If they wade any new acquaintance b was
some Spaniard lately come inte relations with them
throngh the business of their estates.”

The fashicuable men in the story have heen educated
at Parig, and become elegantly dlasé there as well. In
contrast to these is shown one Sanches, a vulgar, pushing
fellow, upheaved from the depths by the revolutions.
He has the “ gift of gab,” which he has ntilized to make
himself a figure in politics ; has enriched himself with the
spoils of the Church establishment, and secured a good
place under government. Ile mare than hints, however,
when he is found to have finally lost it, that he is ready
to engage in upsetting “ Don Benito”-—it is now under
the »égime of President Juarez that the scene is Jaid—or
in any other convulsion that may promise to again mend
his fortunes.
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II.

T do not quite know which side the writer himself is
on, in this satirical work; it is so bitter all around. 1Itis
certainly interesting as showing two snch boldly distinet
types, one of thew at least picturesque, evolved oul of
the pecutiar conflicts of the country. Let us hope that
there are few of the dangerons Sanchez pattern in the
present junctare of affairs.  The Mochos eannot now Le
numerous nor dangerous, with the wholesale victary of
middle or lower ¢lass republicaniam around them. They
have taken little part, voluntarily, in the suceessive revo-
lutions since their own overthrow, leaving themn rather to
be fought out by professional soldiers of fortune, They
temporize a little ; atleud, perhaps, the wedding of some
rich railway contractor’s danghter, in order, as they say,
not to draw upon themselves a direct enmity; but they
do not opeu their own houses in refurny they do not
“entertain.”

Don Scbastinn Lerdo, spoken: of as the most scholarly
President the country ever had, is coneceded to have been
to a considerable extent “in society.,” Ile was expelled
by Porfirio Diazg, and is vow in retirement at New York.
The political class since that time has either not been
well received in the circle spoken of, or, perhaps too busy
with other affairs, has not greatiy cared for it.

Such being the case, there are few reunions, and these
of an iuformal character. Nor do the officials give enter-
tainments themsclves. Soreial gayetics, a8 we nnderstand
them, ean hardly be said to exist in Mexico. It is only
under the neutrnl roofs of tho fareign ministers that they
take place with some satisfaction, I had the good fortune
to be at the capital during the visit of General Grant, and
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to see a social movement which, by the general testimony,
was quite phenomenal. There was, among the rest, a
fashionable wedding, attended by the Iresident and his
cabinet. A “reception” and banquet were given in the
evening on the oceasion of the signing of a eivil contract
between the parties.  The religions eeremony toolt place
at church next day. The interior conrts of the honse
were wreathed with flowers, and lent themselves palatial-
iy to the festivity, as they always do.  The banquet was
spread alang the bases of the columns of the areade.

The young Mexican women are still kept apart from
the other sex, and mwade love to chiefly on their baleonies
in the good old-fashioned, romautie style. Their man-
ners when met with in publie, however, are not go un-
usnal as might be expeeted.  They scem neither more
nor less diffident than elsewhere. They arc allowed to
take part at balls in a slow waltz ealled the denza—so
slow as hardly to be a dance at all—which is chiefly an
opportunity for conversation.

The Ligh-contracting parties to the marriuge above-
mentioned were by no means young, and in general the ex-
eceding procoeity of development and early age of enter-
ing into the marriage relation supposed to be charactevistic
of the tropics were not apparent. It was said that merce-
nary considerations were not frequent, and claim was laid
to a good deal of simplicity and honest aflection in the
scttlemont of those matters; thongh liow the partics get
at each other, under the restrictive system, sufliciently to
cnter upon a simple and honest affection, is one of those
things that remain a mystery. It is said that the young
woman who remains single i8 not stigmatized for it in tho
common way as “old waid.” They say very charmingly
instead : “She is difficult. She is hard to suit.”

In the country the mateh-making is often taken charge
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of by the village priest, who brings the parties together
finally at dinner.

As a general remark, the manners of the lower class of
the country are muel: better thau ours, and those of the
upper are not as good-—not as often based upon real
kindliness of heart and genuine desire to be of service.
The Mexican prowises a hundred things which he has no
intention, often no ability, of performing. The Ameri-
can i not withont his fanlts—--the more's the pity—bat
in a general way he aims to do as he agrees. ITe will
often make against the Mexican the reproach: of a certain
slipperiness—a lack of appreciation of the importance of
adbering to his word.

iIl.

Each cousiderable group of foreign residents, as the
French, Germans, and Spaniards, hag its handsowe easiuo,
or club-house, which is & standing resonree for the diver
sion of members.

A French traveller as far back ns 1838 complains of
the unsociable conduct of the Moxicans, If something
of the kind be still observed, therefore, it is not new,
“They abound,” Le says, “in a superfluity of fine
phrases, and it is in this easy way that they discharge
themselves of their obligations.”

All who know Turopean life, however, are aware that
the theatre and the café, with people of the Latin race,
largely take the place of the social visiting aud entertain-
ing at home prevailing among Anglo-Saxons.  Our next-
door neighbors, after all, may only have followed, making
a little more severe, the traditions of Old Spain. Ladies
do not often appear at the cafés, but they are often
at their boxes ab the theatres, to which they subseribe
by the season; and they would go more frequently yet,

i i i




SOQCIAL LIFE AND SOME NOTABLE INSTITUTIONS., 113

MEXICAN COURTSRIP,




114 QLD NEXICO AND HER LOST PROVINCES.

no doubt, were the pieces as a rule better worth their
_consideration. There are three large, well-built theatres,
the Nacional, Principal, and Arben, and minor ones for
the worlsing-class.
- The entertainments esteemed of clitef importanee are
those of the Irench opern companies whicl come over
fromm Itavana, on their vounds. A native Spanish opera-
bouffe and ballet, called zarzuele, is much given at other
times. Ifor the rest, the theatrical picees presented are
the works, iu prosc and verse, of the Spanish dramatists
current at home, or occasionally of some nafive dramatist,
annonneed with an extra flourish which his prodnetion
docs not usually justify. They arc all anmouneed with
a suflicient flonrish, so far as that is concerned.  There i
always going on some especially (rae Ffuncion, as, for
example:

“The grand Drama of Customs, Entively New, in
three aets and verse, by the distingnished poet, D. Leo-
poldo Cano, author of the precious comedy, ¢ La Mariposa,’
entitled ‘Lia Ormvion Pouriea.’

* This sublime work of the distingnished poet, D. Leo-
poldo Cano,” the bill goes on to say, “was received al
Madrid with an astounding acelaim.  The Spanish Press
has lavished npon it a thousand enlogies. * * ¥ In choos-
ing it for the second subseription night, we feel that the
public will know liow to value it as it tenly werits, and to
value at the same time the skill of the Company in their
most finished studies and cssays.”

1 do not recollect any of this as very novel, or likely to
be of interest if translated, apart from some portions de-
pending upon such a difference of manners and customs
as to be Liardly intelligible to an American aundience. My
acquaintance with the tlieatre began with a plece at the
Nacional, called “ The First Paticnt.” There was a young
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doctor on the stage, and an acquaintance of his had fallen
in love with his wife, and put a note in her work-basket
by way of telling her so. The note was conveyed to the
limsband; wlo, instead of shooting the imprudent writor,
toolc oceasion presently to assume a look of horror, and
pretend that the latter had gone blind, Before the Lo-
thario conld protost, a bandage was elapped over his oyes,
wedicameuts given to make him believe in his own mis-
fortune, and he was put under o course of onerous treat-
ment,

After a serics of absurd situations lis was finally re-
leased, persuaded by degrees that hie was cured. The
patient raised the bandage. “Veo! weo /77— I sce—he
exclaimet, in wild delight.

“Yory well, then—see that!” suid the husband, thrust-
ing the offending leiter vnder his nose.

This was amusing cnongh, but T was quite as much
amused all the time with the stndious efforts of a com-
panton who had come withi ine—the French engineer sent
out to examine nines, before wentioned—who proposed
to turn the theatre into a school of languages. Ile
grasped at every word a semblance of which he scemed
to eateh, and dived for verifications of it into his gram-
mar and dictionary. ITe reseuted in his anbition any
interpretation of passages which hie did not himself orig-
inate, and constrocted such a theory of the play as its
author would by no means liave recognized. When the
dénouement came, in the bold “Veo ! hie seized upon it
with avidity.

“Veo,) Pest bien frowvé ga—* weo,” he said, reflect-
ively, digesting it at lis leisure. “Je vais le refonir ce
“pco ) vous-allez voir”

And so he did, and procecded to use it vigorously in
the restaurants and the like on the following day.
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Iv.

Though so much more be stili propoesed, there are cer-
tainly some reasons for sefif-complacency in the country
even from the Amcrican point of view. Iidamcation is
found to be provided for in n manner that awakens adwmi-
ration and surprise. The primary schiools are least looked
after, but the pupils who pass through those with a dispo-
sitioh to go farthier lmve an array of advantages open to
them at the eapital superior to anything of a parallel sort
in the United States. The Government maintaing na-
tional schools respectively of engineering, law, medicine,
rgriculture, mechanie arts, and trades (for both sexes), a
conservatory of musie, an acadeiny of fine arts, and a
library, provided with an edifice that New York well
might envy. It maintains a musenn, institntions for
blind, deaf and diimb, and insane, for orphans, aml young
eriminals, and a long Tlist besides of the usnal charities of
enlightoned eommunitics. The schools are open without
money and without price to all, and there are even funds
to provide board, ludging, and pocket-noney for stadents
from a distance, who are sclected on certain easy condi-
tlons. _

The students in agriculture pass some months of the
year ab the haciendas to observe different crops and cli-
mates. The graduates of the School of Arts and Meas-
ures go out into the world prepared to make their living
as carpenters, masons, photographers, electro-platers, and
at numerons other trades. Defore an opinion is passed
upon Mexiean civilization the accommodations and neat
uniforms of the pupils of the blind institnte shounld be
seen; the noble building erected in tho lagt century for
the School of Mines ; the beantifully cleau, wide corridors,
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sunny class-rooms, embraidery-rooms, dormifories, and
drawing-rooms of the Piscaynus, the national college for
girls; and the arcades and charming ceuntral garden of
the National Preparatory Schoel (in the professions) for
young men.

There was a fountain sponting among tropical plants
in the garden of the Preparatory School the day T went
there, and by the fountain was a young panther, or lion,
of the country, as they call it, eoufined in a cage. The
students, young fellows, whe did not differ so greatly from
Yale aud Harvard undergradnates in aspeet, except for
the dusky Indian complexious among them, came now
and then and stirred up the lion a little, making him play
with a ball in his cage. They scemed to preparo their
recitations walking around the garden or sitting in the
ample corridors.

The principal text-books are studied in French or
English, in which languages they are apt to be written,
and the recitations are conducted in the same languages;
so that, what is so rare with us, gradnates emerge from
these sehools very tolerable linguists without ever having
been out of their own country.

All these institations are housed for the most part in
the vast ancient convent edifices, which furnish ample
quarters to whatever is in need of them~—to barracks,
hospitals, post-offices, prisons, railway stations, iron foun—
deries, anil cotton- nnl]s

Bach state of the repnmblic, again, has its free college.
Judging from that of the state of Ilidalgo, however,
which I saw at Pachuca—its internal arrangements in a
very filthy conditien—all do not follow very closely the
example of the capital.

Tn the department of jails, unhappily, there iz a defi-
efency. As at present arranged, they ecan pregent but
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moderate terrors to evil-docrs. The really fine peniten-
tiary at Guadalaxara is the only one in which modern
ideas of penal discipline are followed. There is by law
no death penalty at present.  The number of neflavions
eriminals is kept down by semi-oflicial lynchings, shoot-
ing on capture, into whicli nobody cver imgnires.  Others
are transported to Yueatan. There still remain enongh;
however, to make one look with nneasiness on the slight-
ness of the means of restraint employed.  The bolts and
bars atre often ounly lattices of wood instead of iron. At
the city prison of Belen some two thousand persons are
confined. It seemed to meo that a large part of them
must be much more comfortable than at their own squalid
liomes.  They made a strange spectacle indeed, Jooked
down mpon in their large courts.  Of all ages, and for
sentences of all durations, they eaf, sleep, and work at
various light occupations together. No attempt is made
to prevent their conununicating ar staring aboit, They
have good air, light, and foed, and are allowed a part of
theie own earnings. They take a siesta at noon, play
checkers, gossip, aud even bathe loxuviously in a central
tank. ' :

The liberality toward edueation spoken of is the more
creditable since the Mexican treasury is net flourishing,
and a, yearly deficit is more eonnuon than a surplns,
These expenses appear to be regarded as essential, wiiat-
ever clse may suffer. It is the more ereditable, too, since
the heads of the governmeut do not indulge themselves
in expensive snrroundings. The American legislator is
not himself withont his marble colannades and hLis furni-
ture of black waluut upholstered in Russia leather; bub
President and Cabinet ministers here walk npon thread-
bare carpets in the National P’alace. The chamber of the
Setdte is a modest little ball; and the Deputies sit in
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shabiby quarters in another part of town, which were once
sinply a place of amusement, the Theatre Iturbide.

The museum, chielly of Aztec antiqnitics, to which one
turns with interest, is not of the extent or informing
charaeter that may have been expected, and is under by
no means brilliant management.  Its greatest attraction
is the arvangewent of some of the larger fragments, par-
tienlarly the great sacrificial stone from the aneient tem.
ple of the wargod, in the court-yard, There is a setting
of shrubbery and vines about themn, and the sunlight

striking in amoug these upon the gray old remains, pro-
duces some charming offects.
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.
THE FINE ARTS AND LITERATURE.

1.

Tur school of fine arts, on the other hand, the Acade-
my of San Carlog—which was to celcbrate with a gpecial
exhibition the one hundredth anniversary of its fonnda-
tion—produces, both in its collections and the ability of
its divecting professors, a most satisfactory and agreeable
impression.  You enter gallerics which curry you back
again to the Louvre and Uffizi. They used a great deal
of bittunen, the old paiuters here, In its darkening it
has left now and theu only isolated lights upon a face or
bits of drapery to glimmer out of a midnight gloom. It
is an artificial faste, no doubt, to like it, and “caviare to
the general;” but like it one does, at its most artificial,
after a long absence from anything of the kind.

The walls recall such gallerics as that of Bologna in
the liberal scale of the works displayed. With sueh
models before them, there is no reason why students
should fall into a niggling and petty style. As a matter
of fact, they do not. They seem to excel in a bold, large
composition and the rendering of grandiose ideas. This,
rather than colot, is their strong point. If our New Yark
schools of art are alle to equal the portfolio of drawings
I saw as the result of a fortnightly exercise, they are cer-
tainly not in the habit of doing so. Nor were they at all
equalied by those of the prize competition of the students
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of the British Royal Academy which 1 saw in the first
year of the presidency of Sir Frederick Leighton. This
devotiou to large academical ideas—the fortuites of Ores-
tes, Regulus, and Belisarius — it is true, is a source of
weakncss rather than strength from the money point of
view. The market of the time demands a domestie,
genrey realistic, and nol a grandiose art.  The market for
art of any kind in Mexico is cxtremely small.  There are
ne government commissions farther than an oceasional
portrait or two, and enlightened patrans hardly exist.
There are no pictures of consequence in the best Mexi-
can honses. The predictions at llavana were not veri-
fled. The abundance of native taleni receives little en-
couragement,  Mauy o bright genius is foreed to puint
his inventions on the walls of puiqre shops, and finally
to quit the profession for lack of support.

The subjecis arc, for the most part, severely religious, -
in consonance with the taste of the wealthy convents, the
patrons of art for whom they were originally painted.
The scries is in a declining order of merit chronologi-
cally.  The earlicst Mexican masters are the best. They
came from Furape, contemnpeorarics of Murillo, Ribera, the
Caracci, trained in the splendid Renaissance period at its
aeme, and they left here werks which do it no discredit.
Mexico was a hundred years old abrendy, and it was high
time that art should arise when Baltazar Echave began,
somewhat alter the year 1800, There is a rowmantic tra-
dition that it was his wife who first taught him to paint.

The genius of this carly school is very decorative, and
marked at once by refinemient of sentiment, breadth, and
vigor. It delights in rich stuffs and patterns, in the
glitter of plate and weapons, It fills up all portions of
the canvas symunetrically, and colors with a subdued
richness. I reeall a St. Ildefouso, by Luis Jnarez, as

f
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an exquisite work. The saint, in a rich red maatle, by
a praying-desk and chair, both draped in the same color,
ig receiving from angels the paraphernalia of a bishop.
" The mantle of the nearest angel is in burnt sienna, and
these warm red hues, relieved by eool whites, are repeated
tliroughout. - There is a group of six angel heads com-
posed ih an ellipse, and, in the air, a Virgin, with that
bevy of fluttering angels about that take the place of
clonds in landscape. The minor heads, painted chiefly
from the same model, are fnll of swectness and intelli-
gence.

Arteaga has a noble St. Thomas; José Juarez, a quaint
couple of child marbyrs, Saints Justu and I’astor, who
trudge along haud-in-hand like a pair of bLnrgomaster’s
children (the scenes of their martyrdom shown in the
background), while angels rain down wpon them single
pinks, roses, and forget-me-nots, carefully. painted. A
younger Baltazar Kchave, and Juan and Nicolas Rodyi-
guez are of almost equal force.

A sccond period heging witli Tbarra and Cabrera—the
latter very much the better—at the end of the same cen-
tury. They are without the sawe distinetion, Their
figures have a bourgeois air. They aim to be pictorial
instead of decorative.” The ernde red and blue garments
with whicll we are monotononsly familiar in religious art
come in with-them; and the draperies, in smooth, large
folds, are apparently made up out of their heads.

The foreign gallory Loasts many excellent works of the
sehool of Murillo, and an original each of Murillo, Ri-
bera, Carrefio, Leonardo da Vinei, Teniers the clder, and
Ingres, with also probable Vandycks and Rembiandts.

A colleetion has also been formed of works of merit,
contributed to the regular biennial exhibitions, and pur-
chased by the Acadeiny to illustrate modern Mexican
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art, The religious tradition still prevails to a large extent,
though the subjects are now taken fremn the Seriptores
instead of the Bollandists. They are Iagar and Ishmael,
the good Samaritan, the Hebrews-by the waters of Buby-
lon, and Noah reeeiving the olive-branch, and the like.

There is in this contemporary work the general fault
of an over-delicacy and smoothness of painting, and a lack
of realism, whilc the design is excellent. These voyagers
in the arlk have not expericnced the woes of a deluge,
and the sheplierds have the complexion of Lady Vere de
Vere. TRebull, whe studied at Romce under Overbeck,
repeats here the dove-colors, violets, and lemon - yellows
of the modern decorations of the Vatican done under
that school. .

The works of the latest period, nnder the able diree-
tion of Sefior Salome Pina, 2 pupil of Gleyre, are much
more vivile, and the subjects more sccular. We have
now Bacchus and Aviadne; the death of Atala; the slay-
ing of the sons of Niobe; an arch and dainty Cupid poi-
soning a flower, by Ocaranza; a charming fisher-baoy, by
Gutierrez. Some of the artists have had the advantage
of study also abroad. The strongest of them all, Felix
Parra, now cnjoying o grand prize of Rome, produced
the wmnasterpiece, o great canvas representing the friar
Las Casas protecling the Azlecs (from slaughter by the
Spaniards) —a work in sentiment, drawing, and color
worthy to hang in any exhibition in the world-—before
he had seenn auy other country than his own,

Velasco has sct a powerful lead in landscape. e is
especially a mnster of great distance. His favorite theme
is the curions, sienna-colored Valley of Mexico, which he
paints to the life,

There are some seattered works of the early gehool,
besides, i the houses of a few diettantt at the capitad
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and Puebla; and some few in the cathedrals of the same
places, though scarcely to be seen, from their disadvan-
tageous positions, (rood pietures need not be looked for
in the chorches. No doubt they were once numerecus,
but they have been sacked frown thie eountry by invaders
and others, and fonnd a profitable market abroad.

11,

In sculpture there is talent corresponding to that in
painting. The stately system of burial, in the panteons,
lends itself fo sculpture and furnishes opportunities which
with us are relegated to the commonplace tombstone-
makers. The panteon is a solid city of the dead, walled
in, paved, and with courts aud arcades tike a city of the
living. The monnment of greatest note is thaty by Man-
nel Islas, nt the Pantheon of San IFernando, to Benito
Juarez, “the second Whashington” of his country, old
Padre IHidalgo having been the first. 1Jis effigy in
marble, so vealistic and ecorpselike that it seems to have
been modelled from an actual cast in plaster, lies upon
a mausolenm, with a fignre of Yame bending over it.
The realism of the principal figure is ahinost vepulsive,
but it is vedcemed by the grace of fhe angel, and no-
body can deny to this Jarge work great vigor and diguity.

The bodies are not buried, but scaled up in mausolea,
ot in niches in a wall, which present somewhat the aspect
of a Roman columbarium, Sowe of the mounments are
of the lovely Moxican onyx, with Ietters in gilt. T noted
one bearing only the initials M. M. They were alluring
to the curiosity, and on inquiring I foand that it was that
of Mivaen, general-in-chief of Maximilian, who fell by
the exeeuntioners’ bullets, with his master, and General
Mejia, ab Queretero.
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There were no flowers on thiz one fo-day, but the
tombs of the patriots were claborately decked, for it was
the great festival of the Cinco de Mayo.

I walked oub and stood in the round- point by the
colossal bronze statue of Charles V. The Pasco de la
Reforiaa and the causeways glittered with bayoncts ; the
cadets were coming down from the Military School back
of Chapultepec, and the garrison from the Citadel, to join
m the processton, The troops were reviewed in front of
the National Palnce—us troops in smaller nnmbers scem
always being reviewed there. They are mainly of Indian
blood, and small in stature. The cavalry especially had
a rusty laok iu their outfit, and did not compare with the
dashing Rurales.  The officers, on the other hand, are
trimly uniformed and quite Irench in aspect. There
were patriotic speeches in the Zocalo ; the main thoroungh-
fare was strnng with lanterns; and onr Iturbide hotel was
very picturesque, with its three tiers of balconies draped
in the national colors—green, white, and red.

From time to time, as the procession moved, cannon
were fired in the Plaza, and the bells of the cathedral
tnrned over and over, like the wheels of machinery. I
never saw a better-condueted crowd. There was no fight-
‘ing, no inconvenient clbowing, no drunkenness. In the
evening the lanterns were lighted, and the great square
was filled with venders of fruits and knickknacks, around
little boufires of sticks, where they would hivonae for the
night. Later, red lights were kindled in the towers of
the cathedral, and every detail within stood oub upon a
Inrid ground as if they were burning.  Ouve could imag-
inc the ecamped venders in the square to be the ancient
Artees resting npon their armng, in order to attack Cortez
in his quarters on the morrow. :
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I11.

Secarcely the same improvement is to be got from Mex-
iean liternture as from Mexican art, but it is nol without
its interest, botl in itself and as an aid to kndwledge of
the people.

Journals are very numerous. They are started upon
slight provocation, and as casily disappear.  They attain,
as a rule, but a cireulation of a few hundred copies, It
is thought that the HMondtor Kepublicuna, by far the most
important, way civeulate from six to cight thousand. The
problem of existence for many of them would be difii-
cult without government awd.  Subventions are given,
withaut publie: objection, so far as 1 have observed, to
the greater part of those mwanaged with ability. The
systemn of subventions to the press was begun by our old
friend of school listory, Sauta Anna, and has been con-
tinued ever since by governments which conld not afford
to have anything more than the truth told abont thetn,
ab any rate. It is an encouraging sign, however, that the
HMonitor is not a subventioned organ, yet speaks its mind
temperately and withant apparent malice.

There 18 no eflicacious law of libel, since extreme vio-
lence of language is often indulged in by the periodicals
in their controversics with each other and outsiders. The
duel, whicll still survives, is somewhat of a corrective
upon this. The newspaper is abont such a one in appear-
ance us ab Paris, and includes a daily section of a serial
story. A Sunday edition is pnblished, with literary selec-
tions, and particalarly pocms, iu large supply.

Actnal literature as such is poorly paid.  The reading
public is small. A thousand copies is a good edition even
for a popular book. The chief literary lights are found,
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as a rule, not of the shy, scholastic order, but possessed of
lalent for oratory and bustling affairs. They take posts
in Congress, and are appointed as cabinet ministers.
General Riva Palacio, Juan Mateos, Prieto, Paz, Altimi-
rano, dusto Sierva, Peza, are deputies; PPayno, a senator;
Cuellar, who wrote under the pseadonym of #1’seundo,” a
secretary of legation.  These are the nalive writers whose
works are more frequently in the bhands -of the public
than any others.

Prieto, who is chiclly a poct, however, has written a
book of his travels in the United States, in which svine
amusing -things will be discovered. 1le finds that with
us “the totality [lo enlectivo] is grand and admirable, but
the individual egoistic and vulgar,” Ile saw Booth’s
Theatre, which is all of white marble (& Leatro de Both,
todo de marmol Manco); and, besideg our hotels, the es-
tablishinent which we eall a “ Boarding” (¢ Boarding).
The Hudson and East rivers, he says, are two arms of the
sca, which freeze in winter, and even tha immense quan-
tity of ice collected from these does not suffice for the
demands of the summer.

The poetical talent, of whicli we had & premonition in
Cuba, is that which principally abounds. There is plen-
tiful skill in versifying, with heve and there a strain
of somelhing vory much higher, in the volumes of the
numerons anthors.  DPricte, sbove-imentioned, is found
prineipally a poct of “oceasions” Ie writes for the
unveiling of siatnes, to steam, electricity, and the like.
Juan Matcos strikes a flerce patriotic note. Altimirano,
a fiery Indian orator, who wodels himsgelf in Congress
rather after Mirabeau, chooses as his themes for poetry
bees, oranges, poppics, morn, the pleasures of rural life.
They are excellent subjects tn therusclves, bnt it is an
artificial, and not a real, existence he deseribes. He

0%
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would like to be Horatian, snmmons nymphs to disport
with him in the shade, and abounds in florid terms, with-
- out thought

Carpio is inapired more or less by Bibl 1cal subjeets, as
Pharaoh and Belshazzar, In De Castro, Zaragoza, Gus-
tavo DBaz, and Cuenca are found charming conceits, of
peusive cast, and bits of deseription of a limpid purity.
Jewellers in words they may be called at their best, affil-
iated to the Venetian school.

The argument of Zaragoza’s “ Armonias” (Jlarmonies)
is briefly as follows: © When the flowers are dead, and
spring is over, the swallows take their flight; and when
again the flowers of spring adorn the mead, they, ‘oo,
return, bringing blessings on their wings.

“ But when the ilfusions depart and leave behind them
only the thorns of the passions, in vain we iuvoke and
wait for them to return. The illusious, the swallows of
the heart, return, alas! never.”

So Gustave Baz, brooding in the sere winter over some
heavy sorrow, reflects upon the return of spring.. But
the very contrast of its joyensness, the fresh rippling of
the brooks and melody of the birds, will but render his
sadness tne heavier. “Then most keenly,” he laments,
“will break forth my grief. Then weightiest will the
air be laden with my sighs.”

The gem of the Lyra Mexieana is undoubtedly a cer-
tain fugitive sannet, * A Rosario,” by an wmfortunate
young man, Acuiia, who ended by taking his own life.

"The poem expresses the charming ideals in love and the
bitterness of its disappointment, in a youth of finc and
sensitive vature. It has a poignauey and realism which
have, perhaps, never been surpassed,  Ile returned from
a long journey, as the story is told, and found his be-
trothed the wife of another. The shock proving unen-
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~ durable, he committed suicide, leaving to the faithless

one the poem, a part of whicl may be thus rendered:

“Well, then, T bave to say that I love you still, that [
worship you with all my Deing. I comprchend that your
kisses are never to be mine, that into your dear eyes I am
never to look. . . . Semnctimes I try Lo sink you into ob-
livion, to exeerate you. . .. Bnt alas, how vain it is! my
soul will nof forget you. What will yon, then, that I
should do, oh, part of my life? What will you that 1
should do with sueh a heart? . . . Ol figure to yourself
how beautiful might have been our existence together!
. .. But now that to the entraneing dream succeeds the
black gulf that has opened between ns—farewelll love
of my loves, light of my darkness, perfnme of all flowers
that bloomed for me! my poet’s lyre, my youth, fare-
well ¥

v,

If one try to select the most obvious trait in the na-
tive fiction it is undoubtedly patriotismm. This patriotisin
ts rampant in the press, and in the forms of official lfe.
The authorities are Citizen President, Citizen General,
and the like, a8 in the first French Republie, and they
conclude their official doemments with the formula:
“Liberty In The Constitution.” The usurpation of
Maximilian served to bind the country into o certain
unity and awake this fecling to its ntmost,

Two romancers, General Riva Pslacio, and Jnan Ma-
teos, have made use of the events of the French invasion
in a curions class of bulky novels, to call them so,
which have scored a popular suecess.  “ Tha ITill of Las
Campafias,” and “The Sun of May,” of Mateos, are re-
spectively more or less anthentic accounts of the final
defeat and cxcention of Maxiwmilian, and tho defence of
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Pueclbls, slighitly disguised. The ¢ Calvary and Tabor,”
Riva Paluacio, treals of the career of the Army of the
Centre in the same wars. Nuwumnbers of the characters
thorefore are persouns actually living, to be wet with
every Juy, which gives to this fiction a singular effect.

Thus, iy “El Sol de Mayo,” Manuct Payno, Altamira-
no, and I{li.\'a Palacio himself are meutioned and their
manners deseribed in the debate on the financial measnre
which brought on the Intervention. Lerdo, long since an
exile, resident in New York, was at that time “el pro-
Jeta msprrade de nuestra nacionalidad™ (the inspil-ed
prophet of onr naticnality).

I pick out from the same book this paragraphic men-
tion . of our own civil war: “And Kdmundo Lee shone
liké a star in the vietorics of Springfield and Bull Run.”
Perhaps the friends of General Robert E. Lee would
have some difficulty in recognizing him under such
description.

Thése novels are printed witii eaclt sentenee ag o sepa-
rate paragraph, for easier reading. They first began to
rival somewhat the vopular Fernandez y Gonzalez, by
some caled ©the Spanish Dumsas,” whose works are
printed in the jonrnals, together with translations of those
of Gaboriau and Dickcss. Another flimsy series; in
govers of green, white, and red, called ©Zpisodios Na-
ctonales,” aim to sugar-coat a didactic exhibition of the
events of the War of Independance. One individnal
after avother tells a long, dreary narrative about what
happened ; these full in with somebody else who tells
more, and so it goes.

These storiés are vead chiefly by the middle and lower
classes, the wpper cluss, as in most provineial states of so-
ciety, preferring books fromm abroad. Their favorable
reception may be acconnted for in part by the lack of
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regnlar histories and of newspaper intelligence, so that
the populace may to some extent be getting their infor-
mation for the first thne.

Riva Palacio has written also, with Manuel Payno, a
large work appropriately called ZZ Libro fgjo (The Red
DBook). It gives an account (and graphic illustrations)
of the heroes and other notables in Mexican history who
have come to violent ends. This is a fate that has over-
taken aspirants to distinction quite vegulaily, and the
plates from the book, hung up at the book-stalls in the
Portales, are a ghastly chamber of horrors. The three
fighting curates of the early insnrreetion, Hidalgo, More-
los, and Matatoras begin the series; and Maximilian,
Mejia, and Miramon, standing with bandaged eyes at the
Iill of las Camrpaias, for the present conclude it.

Several minor writers have feebly cesayed the- Azte{,
maferial for fiction. Riva Palacio has availed himself
also of the pictnresgue life wnder the Spanish vieeroys.
Of him it is to be said that, though of the sensational
school, and careless in plan, he has, not unfrequeuntly,
passages of genunine force, ana unhackneyed incidents
that enchain the attention. :
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XT.

SOME TRATFS OF PECULIAR HIBTORY, AND TiK
MENIOAN Y WARWICK”

I

Ir would scem that history in Mexico might be a some-
what confusing study; and so, in fact, it v There have
been fifty-fonr Presidents, one regency, and onc Emperor,
in fifty-six years, and a violent change of government
with nearly every one.

- Picking up the little volume by Manuel Payno, used
in the schools, aud opening it at randomn, I find—

“ Question.—~What events followed ?

“ Answer.—Truly imagination is lost, and memory-con-
foundsitself, among so many plans and pronunciamentos;
but we will {ollow the thread as best +-¢ can.”

The period referred to is that of the revolt of Texas,
which proceeded to constitute itsclf “ The Lone Star Re-
public.” Looking a little farther with interest to see how
this is accounted for, we find :

“The settlers were North Americans, a portion, as we
have said, colanized by Stephen Austin. They set up
the pretext that they were not permitted to sell their
lands, and, later, that the Federal Constitution had been
violated ; and they rose against the Government. The
latter felt it weccessary to put down the rebellion, and
took measnres o assail that rewmote and sterile State.”

These dispositions, as we know, ended in the defeat and
capture of Santa Anna at San Jacinto. ‘There is always a
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fascination in being behind the scencs, and I confess that
this little opportunity of finding ont what was thought
of itself by a country which has jarred so muelt with our
own was ouc of the attractions of being in Mexico. The
American war is acconuted for as a wicked atlempt to
sustain and annex the revolted provinee of Texas; and
equally good solutions are found for the vavious other
invasions by foreign powers.

What! is there no abseolute right?  Ave all combatants
alike striking for their altars and their fires, and resisting
wanton aggression? Will not these Mexicans even yet
admit, though beaten, and thougl it has passed into his-
tory, that they terrorized our frontier, and oppressed an
industrious and enterprising provinec? Why, then, per-
haps both sides were wrong; and let us aspire for the
day when all such guarrels may be settied by an interna-
tiona) arbitration. '

IL.

The young Mexican learns first about his Aztee ances-
try, the mild semi-civilized abovigines, who built cities
and temples, and were ruled by luxurious Montozuina dud
scholarly Nezhwaleoyotl, The latter, at Texcoco, was a
maker of vevses and stoical maxims like another Marcus
Aurelius.

Cortez conquered the Aztecs in 1519, Then followed
a government of ncarly three handred years by sixty-four
Spanish viceroys. A rebellion, of eleven years’ duration,
marked by many of the features of a servile uprising,
drove out the Spaniards in 1821. Gurasping and incon-
siderate in their colonial management as their way has
always been, the Spaniards had probably only themselves
to thank for it.

Tturbide, who commanded the revolt at the end, made
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himself briefly Emperor. IHis generals, notably the irre-
pressible Banta Anna, who first here comes into view,
rose against him, and proclaimed a Federal Repnblic.
Santa Anng, when the opportunity offered, made himself
Dictator, and changed the Ifederal Republic to a central-
ized republic, and the states to departménts. Santa
Anna had nnwmberless ups and downs, having obtained
possession of the supreme power no less than six times,
with intervals of overthrow and banishment,

The Federal Republic was reconstitnted in time, with
twenty-seven states, one territory and a federal distiict,
pretty much on the model of our own, and it still re-
tains this form, as it is likely to. There is no doubt
about the demoeratic tendency of the people, but perhaps
it ig something in the impulsive blood of the Latin race
which has prevented the leaders from conceiving a repub-
lie on the Anglo-Baxon plan. They have been inspired
alioost withoub exception by a eraving lor the sweets of
power.  Their rampant patriotismt has been like the re-
ligion of those persons who would dic for a cansc, but will
not live in accordance with the least of its dietates. There
seems to bave boen no conception until lately of that
larger patriotism whicl educates the people in their du-
ties, and constitutes a state of society where the rights of
all ave gnaranteed and people go about their avocations
without interference.

II1.

Would you recall, by-the-way, what became of Santa
Auna?t He, who had so indignantly shaken off the yoke
of Iturbide, wrote a missive of congratulation, while liv-
ing in banishment in the West Indies, to Maximilian, and
endeavored o take service under him. Iis aid was re-
jected, whereupon he turned to Juarez, only to be re-
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pulsed again. In a vage abt both sides, he fitted out an
expedition on his own account, landed in the country, and
was well-nigh being shot, after the model, and almost on
the same ground, as that Iturbide whom he had pro-
nounced against forty-two years before. The court-mar-
tial, however, spared his life, “in consideration of the
ancient services done to his country in Texas, at Tam-
pico, and Vera Cruz,” and sent him again, superannuated
and poor (for he Iad squandered an ainple fortune in this
attempt), to finish Lis days in banishment.

I cannot forbear going a little farthor into the ques-
tions and answers of the little history. Of the gallant
generals who fooght so well for the Independence, Vie-
toria was the first President.  Bravo pronouneced against
him, and wus cxiled to Sonth America. Guerrero, de-
feated as a candidate [or the snccession by Pedraza, took
op arms and seized it by force. He repelled, while in
office, a new attempt. by the Spaniards to recover the
country, ' '

“ Question.—1 suppose that with this triumph the gov-
ernment of Guerrero wasy rinly established §

“Angwer—rhis was to have been hoped, but that
happened which always happens in Mexico~just the
contrary.”

Bustamente, in fact, prononnced agaiust Guerrero; and
when the latter would have returned te the eapital from
an expedition designed to put down the revolt, he found
it elosed against him, and in favor of Bustamente also.

“ ). —What end had this revolution ?

“ A.—The most terriblo that can be imagined. The
Govermment at Mexico, fecling that it could not over-
come Guerrero . . . bought over, for $70,000, 2 Geno-
ese named Picaluge, who commanded a vessel anchored
io the habor of Acapuleo. Picaluga invited Guerrero
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to dine on board, and this manifestation of hospitality
was aceepted in good faith. Wien they had dined the
Gengese signified to Guerrerv that he wag a prisoner, and
-set sail with him to the port of Ilnatuleo and delivered
bim into the hands of his enemies. This great and
good man, valiant and worthy of the respect and grati-
tude of the nation . . . was shiot in the pucebla of Cui-
lapa, on the 15th of February, 18317

Tt was not till 1848, for the first time, that the
Presidency was transferred without violenee, aud under
the Iaw. The incumbent was General Ilerrera, and he
was succeeded peaceably by General Arvista. These two
administrations “will forever place themselves before
historiang, both Mexican and forcign,” snys the history
“as models of honor, economy, and order.” DBut Atista
was deposed in two years, and in the next three months
there were four Presidents, the last of them Santa Anna,
on one of his periodie returns.

Thus the turmoil of revolutions has countinued down
to recent times. A certain Don Jose Maria Gutierrez
.Istrada directed a lctter to the wuthorities in 1840, pro-
posing, as & measure of relief, that 8 monarchical gov-
ernment shonld be established in Mexico; and the idea, in
the distracting state of things we have scen, cannot be
considered wholly without reason. It caused great sean-
dal nevertheless, but Gutierrez Estrada stuck to it tena-
ciously, and, by a very singular coincidenee, hie was one
of those who, twenty-four years after, went to Miramar
to present the imperial crown to the Archduke Max-
fmilian.

If 1 cite a nnmber of such evehts from the past it is
not for the purpese of being disagreeable or arguing
that the same state of things is te last. It is partly
beecanse they are amusing, and partly to obtain a nore
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enconraging point of view for the present. It will be
sccn that the later administrations, thongh not withont
their faults, are 2 vast improvement upon their predeces-
sors, and do not constitute a declining ratio.

GENERAL TORFIRIO DIAZ, EX-PREZIDENT OF MEXICO,

General Porfirio Diaz oceupied unmolested a full term,
from 1870 to 1880, and handed over the place to General
Manuel Gonzales, who lolds it at present in the same
secnrity. Diaz began the enrrent career of improvement
by his liberal chartering of railroads, and Gonzales fol-
lows in his track. Both must be considered to have
made a most exemplary and premising nse of their
powers.  Dut, sinee we have arrived at “Tlon Porfi-
110,” let us see lhow hc entered npon office in the Dbe-
glll‘[llﬂg. '
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Iv.

Sinee he is, by general admission, the power behind the
throne, the Mexican * Warwick,” the President who has
been, is, and is to e, let us ingnire a little also who he
was. “1lis influence in the country,” snys the Monetor,
“is decisive, incontestable. Something more than en-
itez in the past, he is not only the great commoncr, but
the one man of the present.”

Porfivio Diaz was born in Oaxaca, in 1830,  Ilis family
destined lim for the law, but he took to soldiering in-
stead. DBeginning as a private, he entered the city of
Mexico as general-in-chief of the forces which wrested it
from the Irench. Once u these wars, when a prisoner
at Puebla, he let himself down by a rope from a tower
and made his escape. ILis career is studded with ro-
mantic incidents, but the carcer of what Mexican leader
18 not ¢ '

The Latin race admires the military type, and *“ Don
Porfirio,” or more familiarly ““Porfirio,” as the people de-
light to call hiw, bethouglht him to turn his prestige in
the field te account. Ie offered himself for the Presi-
dency against Juarez, on the platform of ne re-election,
in 1871. Lerdo de Tejada, Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court, was also in the field as a third candidate. Let the
figures in this remarkable election be noted, as an indica-
tion of the acute interest the Mcxican voters take in their
own Dballoting, In a population of 8,836,411 a total of
only 12,361 votes were cast.  Juarez veceived 5837, Diaz
8555, Lerdo 2874, and 95 are recorded ag “ scattering.”

“ . —Lclate to me what happened thereafter.

« 4. —Goeueral Porfiric Dinz issued, from his hacienda
of La Noria, a manifesto, hence called the Plan of Za
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Noria, repudiating the existing powers, and proposing to
retain military eommand until the cstablishment of a new
order of things.”

A bloody war of more than a year followed, in which
the Porfiristas were ufterly ronted. Diagz, amnesticed, pre-
seuted himself at the capital, and was affably received
by Lerdo, who assured hiin, on the part of the Govern-
ment, that he might live trancqail without fear of perse-
eution or harm. “Nothing,” breaks forth our historiau,
in enthusiasm about these times, “gives a better idea of
the coustaney and elevation of the Mexican character, a
heritage from its Spanish ancestry, than what passes in
onr wars, both civil and foreign. It appears that defeats
bat serve as stimulns and fresh aliment to the fray.”

Upon what possible theory these ambitions ehiefs have
always made their partisans so ready to be slanghtered for
them, is a speculation wiich I shalt not go into. Porfirie
now remained quict till 1876, when he issued the S2lan of
Palo Blanco, and rose against Lerdo, who had sueceeded
Juarez. Ilc captnred Matamoras by a bold stroke of
strategy; was himself captured ou shipboard; and es-
caped from the Lerdists by leaping inte the sea, throngh
the connivance of the Trench eaptain, whom he after-
ward made cousul to St. Nazaive. After a series of such-
like adventures his persistence won the day, and Lerdo
tock to flight, “Don Sebastiau” Lerdo is spoket of as
probably the most schiolarly and accomplished President
the republic ever had. He had been a school-master,
however, and tried to govern the country in the peda-
gogue spirit to which he had been nsed. Ie lost faver,
too, by his lack of military talent, and fled when his {oit-
unes were by no means desperate. The couniry people
were strongly on his side at first, but this singular thing
happened — that, finding him unable to protect them
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againsh the roving bauds of revolutionists favoring Diaz,
they joined them in disgunst, and went on with them to
the capital.

It is wpen such original guarantees that the authority
whicli Porfirio has devofed to the extension of law and
order and the benefits of cjvilization reposcs.

V.

The subjeet of these remarks is o person neither talk-
ative nor taciturn. Ile is of commanding height) a
swarthy, half-Indian complexion, a fignre stalwart but
not hieavy, and of a military yet somewhat nonchalant
bearing, all of which may form a part of his attraction.
IIe knows how to utilize the arts of peace as well as
war.  Perhaps he believes a little in the motto, “ Let e
make the songs of a nation, and I e not who makes its
Jawa;” for the ballad-singers at Santa Auita, on the Viga
Canal, whither the populace swarin on Sundays to indnlge
in dancing, pulgue, temales, and flowers from the floating
gardens, have many a leng-drawn refrain to the praises of
Don Porfirio Di-i-i-az. It is hardly fair, perhaps, to sug-
gest that these are subsidized, since they may rest upon
pure admiration of his merits, alter all.

The Mexican law prohibits re-election, exeept after an
interval of four years, and Porfirio Diax was too ardent
a one-termer to be able fo overstep tlus prohibition with
any consistency. e has placed his friend and fellaw-
soldicr Gonzales in office as his docwin tenens. Il will
assume it himself for the next term, dating from 1884.
After ihat—so the plap is.sapposed to be arranged--he
will give it to General Trevidio, hig companion in urmns
and strong auxiliary in his pronunciamentes. Trevifio
has wmarried the danghiter of an American general, Ord,
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and it may be supposed that American interests will not
suffer in his hands.

Porfirio is romantic even in hiz Machiavellianism.
The only source from which he might have had any-
thing to foar was perhaps a lingering Lerdist sentiment.

GENEAAL MANUEL CONXZALES, VRESITRNT (8 MEXICO,

1t represents, or represented, a conscrvative element, of
better social position than the ride democratic force in
power. IIe set to work to conciliate this Lerdist senti-
ment. Ifie has been able to take of late the cffectual
means of marrying into the very midst of it, having
chosen for his third wife the danghter of Senator Ro-
mero Rubio. Romero Rubio was the right-band man of
Lerdo, and his companion in exile. Tle is now president
of the Scnate, and the official who is empowered by law
to call and control a new clection, in case of a vacaney in
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the Presidency of the nation. Qonzales snffers from an
old wound, reccived at Paebla, and it has Leen thought
by some that Diaz might need to be ealled to the chair
even before the appointed linit of time.

Nor could ke have had any personal repugnance to
overcome ib this roateh.  1lis usval good-fortnne attends
him. The young lady is under twenty, accomplished,
and of a high-bred air, She will be reeollected by Amer-
icans as among the prettiest of the belles who fook part
in the vound of festivitics given in honor of General
Grant at his last visit, This, too, will be pleasig to the
people.  Don Porfirio means. that the peaple shall be
pleased. When Gewneral Grant, on his first visit to the
conntry in Jiis tonr around the world, was the curiosity
and hero of tho hour, Porfirio was his inseparable at-
tendant and courteous host. A eervtain resemblance was
traced between them. Doth had been illustrious gener-
als, both presidents. When Grant returned a second
time, and was now less popular, on account of his inter-
est in the railway conccssions, and a jealousy which had
meantime arisen of American aggression, Don Portirio
was nnfortunately obliged to be far distant, distribating
charity to sufferers on the northern confines of the re-
pablic. ' .

The work of conciliation has long been going on.  Old
functicnaries have been reinstated in place; veteran army
officers have been approached and offered new commands,
Oue of these latter told me that President Gonzales had
gent for him, after having kept an espionage on his con-
duct for some time, aml asked him, in a bluff way,

“Why do you continne o talk against the (Grovern-
ment, and pass your time in idleness—you who were
once so good a soldier?®’

“Rir,” he replied, “ you know my sentiments, and the
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cause for which T fought. I cannot deny that I hold
them still. T take the censequences. I have pawned
my valuables and clothing for food. If I rust in idleness
it is because 1 have no ocenpation to furn to.”’

“1 admire your manliness,” the DPresident replied.
“Tlere is your appointment to the command of a regi-
ment.  Your causc is dead, as yon know, and cannot be
revived. T nsk of yon no political services. I ask of
you ouly to be as before---a soldier.”

1t is needless to say that alter this there was at least
one Lerdist the less.

I do not wish to be understood as finding fault with
this policy of astnte coneiliation; far from it. The ham-
mer-and-tongs method has been so long in vogue that it
is a delightful relicf. The chicanory of matrimonial al-
hanees, and assnmption of {frank and seldierly manners,
will be weleomed by all the forcign eapital in the coun-
try as a great improvement upon throat-cutting.

From vast estates in Oaxaca, whiclh with a commend-
able economy he lias amassed meantime, tha Mexican
Warwick, controls the destinics of his eountry with an
case like moving one’s little finger, He pleases himself
in the interim 0 be governor, and cemmander of the
forces, of thig fighting state. In the absence of any
efficient clectoral system the country is under his abso-
lnte dietatorship; while, with the ostensible division. of
powers, there 1s no way of tracing the responsibility to
its sourece,

Not that there is the Jeast danger of anybody’s trying
to do so. There are apparent Drutnses in both Houses
of Congress, orators and pocts who have turned off many
a dintribe and many an ode to frecdom on the best elassic
and I'rench republican models, but they have nothing to
say against this Ceesar. They are not very free agents,

7
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to tell the truth. They are reully sent by the governo:

of the respective states, and these governors have bec.
manipnlated in advance. Dorfirio can undoubiedly mak:
threats as well as promises; and an unlucky representa-
tive, if content to forego a better place, may even lose
the one he has. Ie cannot depend upon adequate sip-
port, either, shonld he have a notion to resist. The
“boys” are much given to “going back” on one another
in Mexican history. .

I shall be found fanlt with by some persons, as likely
as not, for undne severity. 1le is a bencficent Cresar,
after all, compared with forraor times; be Las brought
baeck something like a Golden Age; he oppresses nobody,
at lcast, not the foreigners, and gives a stimunlns to every
worthy cnterprise.

So be it; and probably there is no more gonial gov-
ernment than a Cesarism of the benehicent sort, fairly
established. DBut it is too full of dangers. Porfirio is
doing nothing to educate the nation. “In effect,” one
of hir own papers says to him; “it is net alone with rail-
ways that a nation so disorganized as ours can reconsti-
tute itself; not aloue the Jocomotive and the telegraph
that can make us happy. There should emanate from
the regions of power something like an Impnlse of obedi-
ence to the Jaw and observance of the institutions upon
which the soeial and political well-being of the country
rests.”

It is not probable that there will soon again be serions
disturbances. “ All the grabbers have got places,” say

- gome critics of a eynieal turn, “and there will be no more

revolntions,” A better saying, however, is current: * A
bad government is preferable to a good revolution.”
There is a weariness of fighting. The conniry seems to
savor the littleknown luxnry of peace with a positive
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zat, gusto.  The railways diminish the chance of trouble by
o for the first time furnishing ample employment to the

o

idle, who formerly occupied themselves in plunder and
were ready to follow the banners of insurgent chiefs.
They will be a potent military engine in enabling the
Governiment to mass its forees at points of danger. The
fear, too, may be present of iuterference by foreiga gov-
ermucnts, should the enterprises of their citizens be
threatened with sericus damage by new upheavals.

Still, there are great administrative abuses. The civil
service: is nutoriously corrupt.  Opportunities for galling
oppression are open to the goverminents, both federal
and state, and, most ominous of trouble, redress by the
ballot is not possible. The anomaly is presented of a
republic in which there is no consus nor registration of
voters, no serutiny of the ballot-hox exeept by the party
in power. ‘Therc is hardly a ray of interest in the polit-
ical prachine By the people themselves, The nunber of
votes cagt at elections is pitifully small, as we have seeu.
It is not comsidered wortlr while to vote. The lower
classes read no informing journals, have no public speak-
ers. No organized oppesition cxists, Sueh opposition
as there is is purely personal. All contests for office are
personal, and not a matter of principles. The Govern-
ment-—that of the centre influcncing the states, and these
in tnrn the communities—sustaing and connts in what
candidates it pleases. Tlhere are no data for cobjection,
since nobody can point to the real number of volers in
a given place, nor their names.

When this is understood it seems to account for alnost
all that has happened. There is absolutely no remedy
for oppressive domination but in rebellion. With the
best of dispositions, the most entire patience, what has
happened in the past may happen again.
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If there be any statesmanship in Mexico, may we not
iope to sce some chammpion arise to remedy this, instruet
the masses in their rights, ennmerate and register them,
and insure them the first essential of a free government
—ai accurate and unfcttered suffrage?
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XII.

CUATITLAN, AND AROUND LAKES XOCHIMILCO
AND QCHALCO,

I,

Tur saying is current that “ Outside of Mexico all is
Cuatitlan.”

It shows that the eapital entertains a truye Parisian ce-
teem for itself, and a corresponding contempt for the rest
of the conntry. Cuatitlan is a little village twenty-five
niles to the northward, reached by a narrow-gange rail-
road, built by Mexieans, bt purchased by the Mexican
Central. It was at Cuatitlan that I saw my first bull-
fight. It is one of the two places in the vicinity where
the capital thus amuses itsell, the sport being prohibited
in town. In some states, as Zacatecas, it is abolighed en-
tirely,

There were five bulls killed that day, and three horses,
but no men—unfortunately, the novice in these cowardly
and disagreeable represontations is ineclined to think.
Each bull came in ignorant of the fate of his predeces-
sor,and ran at the streamers with a playful air. You felt
like seratching his back and calling him “good old fel-
low,” instead of waiting to sce presently his pained aston-
ishment and torture, bis glazing eye and staggering step,
and death like that of an actor in melodrama. The horses
were wretched hacks, allowed to be gored purposely as a
part of the spectacle. They were driven aronnd the ring
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afterward till they dropped, and their life-blood poured
with an andible noise, like the spatter of a rivulet. Upon
which the boisterous youth of Mexice, of the lower class,
eried “ Bello 17 ¢ Bellissimo ! in frenzied delight.

The gray old walls of the parish church, immense, and
of excellent design (as they all are), rise above the amphi-
theatre. Within are fignres of snints grotesquely adorned,
or realistieally horrible, in the usual style. The devount
Indians are not archeologists, and have no idea of paying
honor other than as they nnderstand it. I have it on
anthority that when left to themselves they have been
known to eguip the Saviour of the World in a twenty-
dollar Lat, chaparreras (a kind of riding breeches), spurs,
sabre, and revelver, sparing no cxpense to make him a
cavalier of the first fashion.

The houses of the town, built of concrete or adobe,
somctimes plastered and tinted, are of one atory. There
are some small portals for the use of out-of-door merchants,
a few pulguerias, and thread-needle shops, and » meson,
or inn, “of the Divine I’rovidence,” where enormous-
whecled wagons are corrailed in line, and muleteers sleep
upon their packs, as in the times of Lon Quizote.

This is Cuatitlan, this the Mexican village, which can
be dreary enough to one who does not look at it with the
fresh interest of a new-comer. You cannot take as much
comfort in the lower class of people as you would like,
on acconnt of their habits.- There is no denying that in
the neighborhood of Mexico at least they are very dirty.
They do not clean np cven for their festivals. I saw
them dancing at a puablic ball at the Theatre Hidalgo,
which, among other amusements, the municipality pro-
vided for them free, on the national festival of the 5th
of May. There were charccal dealers and such persons,
with their women, and they had not taken the paing to
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remove a single smudge of their working-day condi-
tion.

Cuatitlan was the birth-place of the simple peon Juan
Diecgo, who in 1531 suw thie miraculous apparition of the
Virgin of Guadalupe. Ilc¢ was passing the bavren hill
where hor claborate pilgrimage chureh now stands, and
she gave him rpses which had flowered where no flower
had ever been seen before. A banner with the image
of this miraculous Virgin was earried all through the wars
of the Independence.  Guadalupe is still one of the spots
to be visited, and you buy such sacred knick-knacks there
ag at Lourdes or Einsiedlen, but the churel is stripped of
its treasures now, and the surronndings have a shabby
aspect.

II.

At San Angel, Thalpam, and other similar points in the
vicinity of the capital, there was formerly an extensive
villa life. Tt has enrviously decayed, cven while the secur-
ity of living in such a way Iins inercased. There are no
fierce heats, however, to drive people to the country. It
is always comfortable in town. No watering-places nor
smowmer resorts in our sensc of the word cxist. Teople
who go to their haciendas visit them more to look after
their business interests than in need ov love of country
life. DBills are up in the grated windows of the long,
low, onestoried villas at San Angel, and the froits fall
untasted In the orange and myrtle gardens. The vil-
lagers endecivor to atone for this neglect of them by
feasts of flowers, and little fairs, which last a week at
8 thme. On these occasions, among other attractions,
existing ordinances against gambling are set uside, and
their small plazas are filled with gancs of hazard.

The Viga Canal, as far as Santa Anita, is a livelior and
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more unigue resort.  Santa Anita is the St. Cloud or
Bougival of Mexico. Thither go,especially on Sundays,
lively persons to disport themsclves on the water and
pass a day of the picnic order, taking lunch with them,
or depending on such chieap viands as the place offers.
The wide yellow canal is moere Venetinn than Freneh at
first. A mouldering red villa or two on its banks, with
private water- gates, might belong to the Irenta. Afl-
terward lines of willows and poplars are reflected in the
water, and then it is French again.

Flat-boats coming on, piled up with bales of hay and
wood, echo cach othcr peacefully from distance to dis-
tance. Swift, small chalupas (dug-outs) follow, managed
by the Indian master in poses for a seulptor, while his
wife-—or it is as often an Indian woman alanc—is en-
sconced among flowers and vegetables, with which it
overflows, This is the region of the chinampas, the
gardens from which the markets of Mexico are most
liberally supplied.  They are formed by the division of
what. was once a marsh, by narrow branch eanals, into
small oblong patches.  The patches are so small that the
owner passcs around the berders in his canoe, and keeps
all portions moist with water, which he throws out upon
them with a calabash. DBy this care, and the rich charae-
ter of the redeemed soil, luxuriant crops are produced.

The houses of the village are generally of bamboo, and
williont windows, suflicient light penetrating through the
interstices. The first business of the participants in the
Sunday festivities here is to provide themselves with large,
thick wreaths of lovely poppies and blue and white ecorn-
flowers, which are sold for the merest trifle. Thoy wear
these npon their heads, in their caperings, with a lrighly
classic effect. A general frizzling sound is heard, where
eatables, of which peppers form a large ingredient, are
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prepared an little charcoal furnaces without and primi-
tive fire-places within. “Come io!” the busy venders
ery ; “come in, sefiors, sefioras, and sefioritas, and be
seated! Aqgus los nafios ! llere is the place for the chil-
dren! Ilereis the place where they are appreciated, and
by no means considered a noisanee I”

“Tuwmales colientrtos ! dear little tamales, very nice
and hot!” they ery. In the same caressing way a cab-
man iu want of & job will call you patroncito, ““ dear little
patron,” though yon niay be as large as a grenadier.

They decorate their little stands with turnips and rad-
ishes ent into ingenions shapes of flowers, and with a
profusion of little birds in wax, and the Mexican Goddess
of Liberty astride of amic eagle. A swarm of flat-boat men

cluster at the cdge of the canal, bidding for yonr patron:”

age. Dancing is going on in almost every court-yard;
the ballad-singervs strike up laxy vefraing; and in the Car-
cely in a dirty little plaza, by a fountain, a single prisoner
monotonously rattles his wooden grating, and glares out
at the gayety like a madman. No selfrespecting Ameri-
can prisoner could be induced to stay in a place so easy
to escape from.  But there is no accounting for tastes.

I11.

But are there no real chinampas, no gardens that actu-

ally float, according to the tradition? Was all that, then,

amytl:?
Not at all. The soil hercabouts is solidified now, an-

cliored down, as it were; but it has in its time floated,

and in that condition borne erops. TFarther on whole
expanses are found only kept in position by stakes, with
four feet of water below, and yet strong cnongl to sus-
tain grazing catile.  An expedition was organized, in

1



156 orp MEVICO AND HER LOST PROVINCES,

which T was privileged to set off, under the hospitable
guidance of the Director of the Drainage of the Valley,
to witncss these marvels in person.  We had a large
row-hoat, rowed by five oarsmen; and in our party was
an amisble English traveller, whio has written a book
about Mexico,* and described, among others, this very
expedition.

We started abont seven o’elock in the morning from
the garita of La Viga, un old Spanish water-gate, at which
toll is taken from the market boats. The current was
against us.  The ecanal of La Viga, a streteh of abont six-
teen miles, is the ontlet of Lake Xochimileo into Texcoco.
Chaleo and Xochimileo are practically the same lnke, be-
ing separated enly by a narrow causeway of ancient date,
which is open af the eentre and spanned by a little bridge.

There are numerous hamicts along the way, built like
Santa Awnita, and each with a fow vencrable palm-trees in
its plaza. ‘The Jefe Politico of one embraced our Director
of the Desagiie and kissed his hand. At another a solid
little bridge had lately been thrown across the eanal, and
we heard of a banquet that had been given on the ocea-
sion. The orator of the day had delivered a rosounding
address on human progress, and declared that le was
proud to be a resident of a village which could accom-
plish such a feat, We lunched at a fort-like bhacienda
at Ixtapalapa, the point where the canal issues from the
lake, and there found horses awaiting to take us to the
top of the Hill of the Star. Upon this eminence, accord-

ing to Prescott, were rckindled the extingnished fires

and the lieantiful captive sacrificed at the end of cach
of the cycles of fifty years, when the Aztecs thought the
existence of the world was to be terminated.

* Ilrocklehirst's * Mexico To-day.” John Mwrray: London, 1883,

L]
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We [ound nothing on the summit but a few heavy
foundation stones, possibly remains of a sacrifieial altar.
Qur horses had to be walked actively abant, to” prevent
their taking serions cold from the rapid evaporation. Tt
is chicfly memories that are found on such places, I
plucked there, however, to send in a letter, a dark-red
conunen flower, and pleased mysclf with the faucy that
it might have drawn its sangninary hue from the ground
so steeped in slanghter.

Thengh at the entrance of thie lake, no shining expanse
of water was visible. The greater part of the surface,
in faect, is covered with a singular growth of entwined
roots and débris, supporting a verdant meadow. Pas-
sage through it is cffected by canals and shifting natural
channels, which change with the wind.

Two of our men after a timoe got out and tom_d the
boat. The ostensible terra firme sank under their weight
like the undulations of “benders” in thin ice, Now and
then one floubdered and went in waist-deep, whereat the
others langlied. The margins are kept in place along the
permancnt channels by pinning them down with long
stales.

We fell in with wandering strips of growing verdure,
called eintas (ribbons), and larger ones, bandoleros (ban-
dits), drifting about at their own sweet will. Our host
told us, though this he would not guarantes 1s of his own
experience, that in the earlior tines a garden of flowers
and vegetables was now and then wrecked along-shore
-after a gale of wind, as if it had been a bark.,. Contra-
bandists, robbers who occasionally beset the market-boats,
and political refugeos have somctimes found this a favor-
able place of refnge, and escaped pursuit by diving under
the illugive area and coming up elsowhere,

We dined el fresco at Mas Arriba, a place named qmte
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in the American style, literally Farther On.  The margins
were full of yellow waterlilics, and the clear spaces re-
flected distant mwountains. Evening drew on, and then
night, The frogs and erickets waked vp their lonesome
refrain, and fire-flies twinkled brightly in the morass.
A few drops of rain fell, which increased in time to a
shower.

Iv.

We reached the long canzeway between the two lakes
late at hight, in pitell darkness and torrents of rain, and
screened ourselves a while under the little bridge, which
barely accommodated the hoat. Ilere was Tlahnae, an an-
cient island town or village, at tho ecntre of the cause-
way. Waiting was useless. We landed in the rain, bought
candles at a wretehed #iende kept by Indians as solemn
as statues, and set out in senrch of a lodging. A mozo
preceded us, like a great fire-bug, shelterivg a burning
candle under a straw mat as best he could, to aid us in
keeping out of the deeper puddles.

We were recommended to the Padre, as the only per-
son capable of entertaining visitors of our distinetion, and
found himn in an ancient Dominican convent looming up
in the darkoess. He received us with many apologies,

~ gave us a good snpper, manifested an interest in the Jate
gossip of Mexico, and put us to sleep on the chureh ear-
pets on the floor of a vast, bare room, provided with a
few old religious pietures and bits of furniture.

Any temporary discomforts of this night of adventure .
were amply atoned for by the beautiful bright morning
of the next day. We found Tlahuae a kind of Venetian
island, a Toreello, as it were, on which some population of
New Zealanders might have put up their thatched huts.
The church rising in the centre had one of the nsual shin-
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ing tiled domes, and was preceded by a court and arched
gateway. Its onter walls were covered with a large pat-
tern of quatrefoils in red and yellow. 1 do not recol-
leet just such a design again till I came later to the
old Spanish mission of San Juan Capistrano, in Sonthern
California. The island has gunk, or rather the lake has
risen, in course of time, and the bases of the columns in the
chureh are some four fect below the leved of the ground.

Near by was the village school, and, as we got undet
way, we heard the sheill little voices of the children re-
citing their spelling in eoncert. All the shock-headed
adult residents, in their garments of white ecotton, looked
“as stupid as possible; but it is not always safe to judge
by appearances.

From here the view of the two great snow-clad vol-
canoes is nninterrupted and glorions. We were told to
feel with the oars at one place in the canal the pave-
ments of a submerged Aztee city. Cortez mentions such
a one in his letters. In 1855 the rumor of a new Pom-
peii spread abroad, based upon the finding of a few snb-
merged Aztee huts in Lake Chaleo, but no remains of
any rcal importance have ever come to light.

V.

On this day, in Lake Ohalco, we took our mid-day meal
at the Lase of Xico, a liitle island voleano now extinet.
It is of solid granite, without so much as a blade of grass
externally, and the ascent is smooth and diffieult. The
boatmen sometimes sce “ Will-o’-the-wisps” on its sum-
mit, which, they say, are kindled by the witches. We
climbed it, notwithstanding, and found a gently sloping
crater, filled with maize-ficlds, which eonld easily have
been approached from the other side.
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The water began to be charmingly elear, and the bot-
tom was full of a red weed like coral. We gathered
ferns, lilies, the [ragrant little white flower of St. John—
Jor de San Juan, sold iu large bunches in the market—
and other flowers, yellow, purple, and vivid scarlet, of un-
known names.

The clonds still hang throateningly about, and gave us
now and then a slight sprinkle of rain. DBut as we drew

“near to Chaleo and the end of our two days’ voyage they
cleared away.

The prospect from this point is the subject for a land-
scape painting of the grand order. The town of Chalco,
with an anclent snd noble church edilice, supplics the
element of human interest. Io front is the bine water
in spaces, with their reflection, and a wealth of marsh
plants, arrow and lance hoads, ferns, and flowers. In the
distance is the great smnow-clad monntains, upon whicl
wreathing mists throw changing lights and shadows.
Ixtacihuat], the White Woman, though the lesser, 1 con-
tinually find the more picturesque of the two, in its sharp
and rogged ountline. Popocatepetl, in the more perfect
symmetry of its cone, ig & little monotonous, like Orizaba.

We came, by a short branch ecanal, to the station of La
Compafiia, on the Morelos railway, and took the train
back to town. We were just in time to hear of a dis-
turbance near by by General Tiburcio Monticl, aud his
arrest by the Government forees. It was said that he
liad headed a communistic uprising of Indians for the

~ recovery of their lands. Fl¢ declared through thé press
afterward that he had but gathered a posse to”aid him
in the execution of satne logal process. Quaint risings of
a commuuistic sort, however, have not been unecommon.
Demngogtes have more than ouee told the simple-minded
peons that the lands of the country were theirs—bhad heen
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wrested from their ancestors by the Spanish conqderors
—and it was high time to get them back. An ingenious
hacendado, waited upon by such a- delegation, ndmitted
their view, bub met it with another,

“ Yos,” said he, “the Spuniards took your lands, it is
truo; but before that you Aazbees took them from the
Toltecs. Find me first, therefore, some Toltecs; T will
yicld my title only to themn.”
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X IIT.

70 OLD TEACOCO,

I

My next journey was by lake across Texcoco to the

old capital of that name. I had hoped to take 2 Vez-
hualeoyotl, which lay in the mud by the Garita of San
Lazaro, when 1 went to make preliminary inquiries.
There would have heen a cortain fitness in approaching
the ancicni capital in a boat named after the sovercign
who made it illustrious; but it was not its day for sailing.

The Nezhualcoyotl was clipper-built, as it were, a long,
rusty, gondola-like scow, devoted exclusively to passenger
traffic. We took instead a freight-boat of much larger
and heavier build, Za Ninfo Zncantadore, or “the En-
chanting Nymph.” She would have becn called the Mary
Ann or Betsy Jane elsowhere, but suceh is the difference
in the tropical imagination.

A cabin sheltered the passengers and some budgets of

goods which were done np in the incvitable pefates, rush

mats, and incleded two bags of silver., There were a
couple of young women going to pasear—take a little
_vacation —at Texcoco. “Tt will be ¢riste, of course,”
they said, “like everything out of Mexico; stiH, we are
going to try it for a while” They offered a part of
their lunch, as travelling cownpanions were continually
doing wherever I went, and the skipper offered us pulyue.
Two older woinen, in blue rebosas, sat like statues, hold-
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ing their p’ueels and an Indian baby in then' laps, from
one end of the long journey to the other.

The eanal of San Lazaro on this side extends about a
leagne to the lake. It is very much less attractive than
that of Chalco. Its terminus in the city is the point
of a most animated and Venectian-like market scene, but
one earns his pleastre in dealing with this canal at the
expense of many a bad odor. Six men put a sort of har-
ness on themselves and dragged us along, pledding on
the tow-path, as Russian peasants drag their boats in
sotie ol iheir rivers. A man on horseback with a tow-
rope also assisted, on the other side.

The water, shoal in the beginning, shoaled more as we
went on, till we were aground on flats in the edge of the
lake. The city scwage was aground with ws. Still, the
situation was rclieved by the striking prospect. The teo-
calli-lilke DPefiol, where there are warm baths, was close
at hand. Sky and water were of an idenlical blue; the
shallow expanse reflected the cireuit of dark and purplish
foot-Iills and great snow-peaks beyond as perfcctly ag if
it had been as deep as they were high.

Our crew walked for an hour in the mud, pushing
against long poles prajected from the sides, before we
could be said fo be fairly afloat. Then they came
aboard and poled the rest of the way. They walked up
an inclined plane, carrying the poles over their heads, and
came down, pushing, with them supported against their
shoulders, in & bold and striking motion. It was eight -
o’clock when we set out, and four when we reached the
month of the short branch canal which makes up to Tex-
coco. The distance must be about thirty miles. A eross
arose out of the lake half way over, and onr polemen
stopped at it and shouted three times, with startling ef-
fect, “Alabo al gran poder dz Dios! Awe Maria pu-
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- rassima [?— I1ail to the almighty power of God! ail,
Mary the purest!”

Unexpectant of anything of ithe sort, I hurried out
from the cabin, taking it to Le some detiance at enetnics,
or disturbance among oursclves. We met other packets
like our own, loaded with people. A considerable part of
the cargoes was the fine large red carthen jars and dishes
we saw at Mexico, which are made at Texcoco. The
piled-up bales and pottery, the strange figures, and the
flashing poles of one of these craft, coming on, make it
a highly original and sp"'itcd sibject.

Then we fell in with one of the curicsities of the
lake — disbelieved in by some—swurms of the mesca,
a little water-fly, so thickly settled on the water that we
took them for flats and reefs. They rescuihle mosquitoes,
but neither sting nor even alight ov the boat. They are
taken in finc nets and carried to Mexico, as food for the
birds; and they have eggs, which are sold in the market
and made into tortillas, which are said to be very pal-
atable.

The shores are encrusted with native alkali, which has
its share in the production of the disagreeable odors.
Pessants gather the crude produet and load it upon don-
keys, to carry to a salt and soda works, and a manufactory
of glass, situated at Texcoco.

Was it in this same branch canal that Cortez launched
his brigantines for the destraction of thie vaval power of
the Aztees? There is water in but a part of it now; and
traces of substantial locks are found, where grass is grow-
ing and cows feeding.

11

I spent nearly a weelk at Texcoco assimilating the quict
interior life of the country. I dined at the Restanrante
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Universo, both cheaply and better as a rule than at Mex-
ico, and found a chamber with the keeper of the princi-
pal tienda, there being ne hm. I cven became some-
thing of an expert in pulque. The true connoisseur takes
it miatad v mitad : half of ague meel newly from the
maguey field, and half the stronger beverage of longer
standing. I made the acquaintance of the Jefe ’obitico,
a polite, youngish man, said to be a terror to evil-doers.
He had made the roads safe. Ile had a way of shooting
at brief notice, and transporting to Yucatau, or if he con-
tented himself with a mere fine it was a sounding one.
The pulquerias must be closed at six o’clock, and other
ghops at nine. One day the Deputy retmrned from his
gead in Congress, and was given a eharacteristic reception.
A troop of twenty or so of his constituents mounted on
horseback, and preceded the ommibns in which he was
drawn, from the railway station back into the fown, at
the top of their speed, shouting and firing pistols. Crack-
ers and pistols were iired also from the omnibus,

I made the acquaintance also of the loeal druggist, an
intelligent person, who had a collection of antiquities.
He was of the pure Indian race, and professed himself
proud of being an ITndian, aud proud of being a Texeo-
can. Ile had lately bronght out a very strong distillation
of pulgue, a kind of patent medicine, and asked my ad-
vice about introducing it in the United States. Ile evi-
dently thought we were made of money, for I am sure
we never should have been willing to pay so much a
bottle. .

The place has now about six thousand people. Its
churcles are immense. It has a long, shabby plaza, with
a market arcade on one side, and an Alameda, also in
poor condition. The Jefe Politico might extend his pro-
tection next to a few interpal itnprovements. Hamlets

[
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cluster mear together in a fertile area round about. i
noted one day two peons soberly earrying on their shoul-
ders, among the magueys, what appeared to be a dead
body, It proved to Le instead the saint of the village
church, which they were quaintly conveying, ag a loan, to
one of the others, to assist in a festival of the morrow.

In the hmnlet of Santa Cruz the population are pot-
ters. Eacli has a little ronnd tower of a furnace attached
to his house, works on his own account, and scts ont
the large, ruddy jars on his roof to dry. 1le could ac-
quire a competence if persevering, but the moment he
has a dollar ahead he stops work till it is spent. In other
houses persons were seen at looms weaving blue cotton
stuffs for apparel.

Numbers of ancient carven stonoes occur, let into the
churell walls and pavement, and sct up in the Alameds.
Remaing of teocallis are also numerous, ag they might
well be in & place ance the seat of the Augustinian age of
Aztoe culture. They 4re treated with no respect at all.
They are worn down into mere kuolls, and planted with
crops. Trom the site of one now levelled a proprietor
was said to liave taken out a treasure. What with its
age, the destruction of haciendas in the wars, and the

practice of the Indians, still prevailing, of burying their -

money in the ground, there ought to be tréasure-trove in
Mexieo, if anywhete. Certain it is that my host at the
tienda, Seiior Macedonia, had in his till some beautiful
old Spanish coins, which he displayed to the gossips whe
came in the eveuing to sip beverages and play domihos. -

Among the gossips thus sociably fomando copas (taking
cups) ab the: fende there was one, a certain “ Don San-
tiago,” who told me that he was pulling down, in his
garden, the largest pyramid of the place, to sell the ma-

terial for building purposes. This was of real interest.
. :
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Going thither, his pyramnid was found to be indeed of
imposing size. It was Jaid up In regular couises of
sun-dried brick, and there were vestiges of a facing and
superposed pavements of cement, as at San Juan Teoti-
huacen. There was present in the place with me an
archsologis - archgeologist, I should call him.
He ternled himsell an “expedition 37 he had ah omnivor-
ous taste for uncarthing things, without knowledge of the
langudge, or apparent acquaintance with any previous re-
searches or theories; and his discoveries were intended
priicipally to redound to the fame of a journal which
had sent him out. Between us we brought to light a sce-
tion of a great bass-relief which now occupies a place in
the National Musewmn at Moexico. It was probably seven
feef in its longest dimension and five in the other, and
must have heen a quarter or so of the whole work. 1t
contained & calendar circle, no doubt cstablishing the
date, and part of the figure of a warrior in elaborate re-
galia, possibly that of old Nezhualcoyotl himsell. The
archwologist, whom perhaps T unfairly digparage for the
auspices under which le appeared, set to work with a
willy and svon had balf a dozen natives taking the snr-
face off the rest of the soil in the vicinity, for the re-
maining fragments, but without success. It was tho
fierce practice of the Spaniards to break the religious
emblems of the conquered pagans, to prevent them, as
far as possible, from returning' to their idelatrous prac-
tices, and most likely they rolled down one fragment of
‘the great stone onc way, and another another, to separate
them as widely as possible; so that they will be found
on dilferent sides of the pyramid. All day long it was
“Don Santiago!” here, and “Don Santiago!” there, as
the excavators plied their labors; while I spent some part
of it, shaded by an impromptu awning of mats, noting
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down in a drawing the peculiaritics of the “find” ive
had made. I do not profess myself an archeologist;
except from the picturesque point of view. It is my
private surmise that a great deal of good investigation ig
lavished upon these matters which liad much better be

THE Y RINp”

spent upon the present; but here was a ease in which the
sentiment of the pictnresque was amply gratified. Thete
was a genuine pleasure in being one of the lirst to salute
this intoresting fragmeut of antiquity after its long sleep,
to tenderly brush the dirt from it and trace its enigmatic
lines,

III.

There is a deeided resemblanee, to this day; in looks
and habits, between the Mexiean peon and the Cliba-
man. Writers on the subject have generdlly represented

8
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America as originally peopled from Asia, the Asiatics
having crossed over, perhaps, at Deliring’s Straits, and
made their way south. Oue Mexican writer stoutly
maintaing that Mexico was the cradle of lhe race, and
the migration was in the opposite sense. This accords,
at any rate, with Buckle’s genceral theory, that the thickly -
gettled portions of the carth were at first those where
climate and a natural food-supply rade the maintenance
of life easy. In these places, too, civilization began,
The warm and fortile area of Central Aanerica, there-
fore, wonld have teemed with inmanity before the waste
Noarth was peopled. There may have been sculptured
cities, one upon another, long before even Uxmal and
Palenque, the origin of which was lost in obscurity to
the Aztees.

However this way be, the Aztees themselves, whether
descendants of a race expatriated from the Sonth and
become rugged in tlre North, or having crossed ever from
Asia, came down from the colder regious, like the Goths
and Vandals gpon Italy. The tradition on this point is
clear. One day two leading personages, Iluitziton and
Tecpultzin, in their far-off northern regions, wherever
they were, heard a small bird singing in the branches
tr-hur ! tihus /—let ws go!  They listened intently and
took counsel together. “This is really very singular”
we may suppose Iluitziton saying, while Tecpulizin sage-
ly laid a finger beside his nose and listened again.  One
would lilce a historic picture by some competent humorist
of these two simple worthies dociding the fate of their
vation, Te-hwi! f-hui! piped the little songster inex-
orably, and that there seemed nothivg for it but that the
Aztee people should move southward, whicl: they pro-
cceded to do.

They overwhelmed the civilized Toltee eapital at Tula
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in their progress. They had a farther oracle saying that
they were to stop when they should arrive where an
eagle was sitting on a nopal plant; and this they found
at Mexico, on the very spot which now is the plaza of
San Idemingo. The whole district became filled in.time
with small kings and princes tributary to the Monte-
zumas. The most refined and peaceable type of them
all arose at Texcoco.

In the Cerro of Texcoecingo, some ten or twelve miles
back of the town, remain extensive vestiges of an archi-
tectural maguificence which show that the aceounts af
the historians arc not made of whole cloth. We bad a
trooper appoiuted us, as au escort and guide, by the Jefe
Politico, and rode out to visit them.

Ascouding the bill; of porhaps two thonsand fret in
height, overgrown with hardy nopal and magney, you
come to excellent flights of steps ent in the solid rock,
giving access to aqueducts, bathing tanks, cisterns, and
caverns, heavily sculptnred within and without, which are
remains of temples and palaces. '

Our trooper had little ambition in these matters, and
after showing us a part declared that there was ho more,
and went comfortably to sleep. Tt was only by climbing
alone to the top that I found the priucipal display. Here
the philosophic Nezhnaleoyot], in his retivement, hung in
the air, above the wide prospect of lis capital, the lake,
and his rival of Mexico. Andhere,in the deserted moun-.
tain, with a guide who had gonc fast asleep below, his
ghost might be half expected to be met with wandering
in the still sunshine, but unfortunately it was not. He
wrote poems of a pensive cast. 1lc reflected even in his
time as to whether life is worth living, aud his general
theme was the vanity of all things mortal.

*Where is Chalchintiet, the Chicameea?” he asks.
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“ Mitl, the venerator of the gods; Tolpiltzin, last of
the Toltees; and the Dbeautiful Xinlitzal—where are
they #”

These no doubt once famous personages can be the
better spared now, on account of their nnpronounceable
naines, but to the writer they represented something very
tangible and solid.

“ Very brief is the realm of flowers,” he continues,
“and brief is human life. . . . Our earecrs are like the
streams, which bul run on to excavate their own graves
the more surely. .. . Let us look, then, to the immor-
tal life. . . . The stars that now so puzzle us are but the
lamps that Jight the palaces of the heavens.”

Such, if he e properly presented by Spanish adapters,
were the sentiments of this early wonareh. Truly the
latent capacities even of tho natural man are not so far
below the surface; and it may be that no ageney will
be found so potent to nwaken them with a rush as the

modern facility in railway transportation.

1v.

On the return we visited 2 eountry residence, combined
with large mills for making paper and grinding grain.
It was called the Molino del Flores, and belonged to the
wealthy Cervantes family of Mexico. One of this Cer-
vantes family was the subject, in 1872, of a celebrated
exploit by the plagiarios, or kidnappers. Ie was seized
while coming out of the theatre ab night, o cloak was
thrown over his head, and he was bundled into a cab.
He was buried a leng time under the floor of a house, just
enotgh food being given him to sustain life. The plage-
arios did nob seenre the large ramnsom they demanded,
after all, but were finally apprehended, and shot—-three
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of them—apaiust the wall of the house, the Callejon ’Zn-
cate, No. 8, where they had detained their victim. .

The Molino del Flores was not only charming in itself,
but may serve as a text for mentioning the very different
sentiment thrown around anything in the shape of a man-
ufactory from that prevailing with ws.  Mills, residence,
granaries, and chapel, terraced up into a steep hill-side
from a little entrance court, are constructed upon the
sane motif, and form a single establishinent, It is set in
a striking little gorge. The water-power, after turning
the wills, is ntilized for lovely gardens, in which there
are & hundred fantastic jefs and surprises. There is an
out-of-door bathing tank, for instance, at the end of a se-
cluded walk, serecued by slirubbery.  The disrobing seat
is managed in a small cave in the cliff, and the shower,
ou pulling a ring, falls from the summnit, forty feet above.
[tis a place that might have scrved for such ah adven-
ture as that of Susannab and the Elders.

In the novel of ¢ Maria,” one of the most cliarming of
stories, with which I first made acquaintaved in Mexico,
thougll its sceue is luid among similar customns in South
Awmerica, the heroine is represented as preparing the bath
for the lero in sueh a tank by scattering fresh roses into
it with hier own fair hands. ' .

A rustic bridge, on which La Sounambula might have
walked, is thrown across the cataract to a quaintly fres-
coed, rock-ent mortuary chapel, where, among others, the
last titled ancestor of the honse lies buried. e had ten
distinet surnames—was Marques de TFlores, a General of
Brigade, sipner of the Deelaration of Independance, Cap-
tain In Iturbide’s (Fnard, Cavalier of the Order of Gua.
dalupe, Rogidor, Governor, Nofabile under Maximilian,
and more; from which it will bo sceu that the pomp of
the hidalgos well survived in Moxico.
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The same caressing way of looking at industrial estab-
lishments here noticed is wuniversal, and is, in part, no
doubt, due to their rarity and & thorongh appreciation of
their msefulness. I recolleet everywhere the sugar haci-
endas, “ beneficiating” haciendas, or ove-redneing works,
and cotton-mills treated in similar fashion.

One voyage across Lalke Texcoco was anite suflicient
of its kind, and T retnrned by diligeneia to the junction
point of the since completed railway, and thence by rail
to the capital. The pulling-gear of our diligeneia was a
thing of shreds and patehes. A Doy ran beside the mules
all the way to mend the broken ropes and snpplewent,
with whistling and flapping, the exertions of the driver
The houses in the villages are of wnwhitewashed adobe,
with palings of organ-cactus. Ib was like riding throngh
a brick-yard. TFine irrigating eanals, fed from the moun-
taing, frequently crossed our conrse, indicating the sub-
stantial scale on which agricultural works are condurted.
More than one monnmeuntal rmined hneienda, too, showed
that they had formerly been on even a more elaborate
scale than now.
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X1V,
POPOCATEPETI, ASCENDED.

I

I »o not know whether I advise everybody to eclimb
Popocatepetl.  There it is always on the horizon, the
highest mountain in North America, and one of the few
highest in the world—a standing inducement to the ad-
venturous. Ifew accept it, howover, though among those
who have done se are said to be ladies, 1 shonld some-
what doubt this, but, even if so, there seem to be some
features of this ascent which make it uncertain whether
the eflfort “ pays” quite as well as Alpine mountaineering.

At any rate, if one will go, let him have all the par-
ticnlars and the necessary outfit in advance, at the capital
itself. Little aid or comfort will be found elsewhete on
his way. The proper preliminary for ascending Popo-
catepetl is to find some one who has been there and
knows all about it, and to bear in mind besides the few
following points, for his informant will be sure to have
forgotteu therm.

The feet are to be kept dry and warm, for there are
lionrs of elimbing in wet snow. This is, perhaps, best
accomplished by superposed pairs of stont woollen siock-
ings. The guides wsually recommend strips of coarse
cotton cloth, to be bound arcund in Italian contadino
fashion; hut this is a delusion and a stiare, and they
mean it to be so.  They consider, very justly, that if the
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traveller can be made so uncomfortable as to quit the
ascent’ before it is half accomplished they shall collect
the price agreed upon and be saved a greab part of their
trouble. '

There should be shoes provided with some arrange-
ment of spikes in the soles, against the painful slipping
backward. Thcre should be a supply of food and warm
covering for camping-out, since absolutely nothing is to
be had, and the temperature is very cold at the shelter
of Tlamace, where probably two nights will have to be
passed.

I accomplished the ascent with two companions. We
had in the beginning such assurances of speecial assistance
that it scocmed about to be robbed of all its.ierrars. The
voleano is regulaly owned, and worked as a sulphur.
mine, by Geneval Sancher Gehoa, Governor of the Mili-
tary School. We were put in charge of one of his super-
intendents, who was to see that we had every conven-
ience, and that the melecate, or windlass, was put in
order for us to descend into the crater. T surmise that
this particular superintendent did not greatly care to ca-
counter the needed hardships on his own account, for
certain it is that in the sequel we were left shart of many
clementary necessities, and there was no smalacate for the
descent, nor any reference to it.

You arrive at Amecameca, forty wiles from Mexico,
by train, Everybody shonld go there. It is one of the
loveliest of places, and has iuns for the accommodation
of visitors. Amecameea will one day Le frequented from
many climes, if I am not much mistaken. 1t has features
like Interlaken. Cool airs arc wafted down to it from
the mountains, and its site-xescmbles an Alpine vale.

. There are points of view in the vicinity whence a sharp
minor peal geparates itsclf from the main snow mass of
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Popocatepetl, like the Silberhorn from the Jungfrau, at
Interlaken, The streets are clean, and the houses almost
all neatly line-washed in white or eolors. The market-
place is a scene for an opera- -a long arcade, full of bright
figures; behiod this is a group of churches and court-
yards; behind these the vast snow mountains, as at Chal-
co, but nearer. A little hill at the left, across & strip of
maize-fields, is called the Sacro Monte, and has a sacred
chapel of some kind. T climbed thither while the negoti-
ations for horses and guides were in their first tedions
stage, and found a qoaint Christ in the chapel, and a most
engaging view from its terrace.

II.

We sef off with a captain, or chief gnide, who ¢alled
himself Domingo Tenario ; a peon guide, Marcellino Car-
doba, wheo had worked for three years ut sulphur-mining
in the voleano. e also acted as muleteer. We had four
horses and a munle—the whele for cight dollars a day.
Domingo Tenario would also ascend the mountain for a
dollar more.  We wore to be gane threc days, the greater
part of wlnch the expedition consnmes.

Tite first part of the way wonud among softly undulat-
ing slopes, yellow with barley, out of which projected
here and there an ancient pyramid, planied with a crop
also. DBy the roadside grew charining white thistles,
tall blue lupines, and coluwbines. We crossed arroyos,
brooks, and darrancas, gorges. The aspect changed to
that of an Alpine pastnre. There were bunch grass, ten-
der flowering mosses, and cattle feeding. An eceentric
dog, who was attached, it scemed, to oue of the horses,
and had the ambition to ascend the mouniain also, instead
of saving his strength for it, here rai wp and down and

8*
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bit at the heels of the herds in the wmost wasteful man-
ner. It seems a small detail of an enterprise of pith and
moment to mention, bot “Perre,” as we called him, for
want of acqnaintance with his name, if he had one, con-
trived a score of sage and amusing devices to attract an
attention to himself beyond his deserts. The horses
were frescoed on the flanks with a kind of Lnstlake dec-
oration made up of the brands of successive owners.

The English landed proprietor in our small party oceun-
pied himsclf with collecting specimens, and soon had 2
kind of geological and botanical pudding in his satchel.
The American engineer took observations with his ba-
roingter and thermometer. Crosses are set up at intervals
along the way. Thesc indicate places where a death by
violence has occurred, but not always a death by the hand
of man. Did the custom prevail of setting up a ecross
in New York, for instance, wherever a violent death had
oceurred, we too shonld have a liberal share of these
emblems.

We entered the deep, solemn pine-woods; the night
came on, and a sharp cold scemed to peneirate to Lbe
warrow. DBuildings appeared in the gloom, with red
flames dancing merrily through the windows, Abal the
rancho of Tlamaca, with lospitable fires made up, no
doubt, expressly for our reception !

What a disappointment! The buildings proved to be
bnt some shelters of rongh boards, with plentifal inter-
stices, and not a whole pane of glass, The cabin devoted
to the uses of the saperintendent contained but a single
cot. The dancing flames were those from the process of
smelting the ernde sulphur, which is doue in brick fur-
naces in the principal structure. Two Indian boys stirred
the fires, and coughed in a distressing way all night long.
We threw ounrsclves down to sleep among the sulphu-



POPOCATEPETL ASCENDEIL. : 179

sacks. One was clioked by the fumes, if near the fur-
naces, and penetrated by the dranghts throagh crevice
and broken window-pane, if remote.  Tlammuca is itself
12,500 fect above the sea, and its thermometer ranges
about 40° Fahrenheit. Withont other covering than a
light rabbor ovetcoat—Tfor I liad not been instructed to
bring other—-it was impossible to sleep. I went ont and
paced the yard, sentry fashion, at three o’elock in the
morning, as the only resource for keeping the blood in
circulation. It was muonlight, and T had the partial com-
pensation of studying the voleano, bathed in a lovely
silver radiaunee.

Mountains are rather given to making their poorest
possible fignre. Tlere we are, ab this point, already 12,500
feek above the sea, and this is to be subtracted from the
total. Shall we ever mect with a good, honest mountain

riging its whole 19,673 feet at once, without these shuffling
evasions ¥ 1 fear not. They are only to be found in the
designs of tyro pictorial art.

I say 19,673 fect, beeanse so muoch General Ochoa in-
sists that Dopocatepetl is, by a late measurement with the
barometer of Gay-Lussac. e even cstimates 1700 feet
more for the upper rim .of the crater, which has never
been sealed. 1 do not know that this has ¢ver passed
into any official form, but I had it from his own lips.
The latest Mexican atlas makes it but 5400 metres, or
17,884 feet, which coincides with the measurenient of
Humboldt. I much prefer to rally to General Ochos,
for my part, and to believe that I have climbed a moun-
tain of 21,373 fect, instead of one of a mere 17,884.

The baromcter af our own expedition, anfortunately,
stopped at 17,000 feet, the limit for which it was set—
a limit which barometers are not .often called upon to
surpass.
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ITI.

We left the Rancho, at six in the morning, on horse-
back, and rode three hours toilsomely over rocks of
basalt, and black sand.  The poor animals suffered pain-
fully, but we needed all our own strength for the later
work, and could not spare them. They were left at a
point called Las Cruces, where a cross tops a ledge of
black, jaggedly- projecting voleanic vock.  The lines of
compositton in this part of the ascent werc noble and
magnuificent, the contrasts startling. Across the vast,
black undulations, on which our shadows fell purple-
black, appeared and disappeared in turn the rich red cas-
tellated Pico del Traile, and the dazzling white breadths
of the greater mountain cngaging our efforts.

Backward fromn Las Cruees lay a dizzy view of the
world below,  Aecross was the height of Ixtacilinatl, the
White Woman, keeping us company in our ascent. The
valley of Mexico could be seen in one direction, the val-
ley of Pucbla, and even the peak of Orizaba, 150 miles
away, in the other. Against the mysterious vastness
stood the fignres of onr men and horses on the ledge of
voleanie rock, as if in -trackless space.

It was here that “Perro” charged down the slope after
crows, which tantalized him and drifted lazily out of his
reach, and so wasted his forces that he was obliged to
abandon the expedition. Las Cruces was 14,150 feet up.
The climb now began on foot, in a soft black sand. One
of the leading diflicultics of the climh is said to arise
from the coxceeding thinncss of the air, which makes
breathing diffienlt. T cannot say that I discriminated be-
tween this and the shovtness of breath due to the natural
fatigue,
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Isolated pinnacles of snow stood np like monuments
in the black sand, as precursors of the perranent snow-
line. The ecool snow-ling was a luxury for the first few
mwoments. We sat down and Innehed by it, and from
there took our last views backward. Cumalos clouds
presently filled up the valley with a symmetrical arrange-
ment like pavement.  Such bits as appeared through fur-
tive openings reealled the eharming lines of Iloimes’s, in
which a spirit, “howesick in heaven,” looks back on the
garth it lias left:

“To catch perchance some flashing glimpse of green,
Or breathe seme wild-wood fragmnce, wafted throngh
The openiog gates of penrl,”

Up to this point—a little higher, let us say—the effort
is rewarded. A view of “the kingdoms of the world and
the glory thereof” has been had which could not be got
clsewhere.  But above this it has little more reward than
that of being able to boast of it to yonr friends. A few
steps in thie snow, and imperfeetly protected feet were
sodden, numb with cold, and net to be dried again till the
final deseent. There was a painful slipping and falling
in the snow, and blood - marks were left by ungloved
hands. The grade is excessive, the top invisible,. Who
can estimate when he shall attain it? The prospect con-
sists of jagged snow-pinnacles withount cessation, an end-
less staircase of them reaching up futo the gky. Some-
times, in the sun, all the piunacles glitter; again, thick
fogs, like a gray smoke, gather round. There is no more
casting yourself down now in warm scorim and sand, If
you sit you arc chilled. Yet rest you must continually.

Every step is a calenlation and an achievement. You

calenlate that you will allow yourself a rest after leb,
after twenty more. The snow is not dangerous; there
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are no crevasses to fall into, as in the Alps; it is only
monotonous and fatiguing. T seem to have gone on for
an hour after farther cndurance was intolerable. The
gunideg encourage you—when they find that yon really
mean to go up—with the adjuration, *eco d poco” (lit-
tle by littie); so that we paraphrased our mountain as
“ Poco-a-poco-catepetl.”

Finally, with sighs and groans of labored effort, instead
of the lightness with which one might Le expected to sa-
Inte a point of so extreme high heaven, we staggered over
the edge of the crater at about two o’clock in the after-
noon. I had doubted at one time whether the English
landed proprietor would Le able to reach it. Ie had
grown purple in the face. Perhaps T liad even hoped
that ie might nced a friendly arn to assist him down
again on the instant; but he said, with the true British
tenacity,

“Oh, bless yon, I am going to the fop, you know.”

And so he did.

iv.

It was a supreme moment. Oue sectmed very near to
eternity. It seemed easy to topple through the ice mina-
rets guarding the brink, and down into the terrific chasm.

There is no comfort ab the top when reached. It is
frigidly cold. None of tho expected heat comes up from
the interior. An clemental war ragee around, and it is
no place for hnman beings. There is a kind of fearful
exaltation. A slope of black sand descends some fifty
feet to an inuer edge, broken by rocks of porphyry and
flint, which the imagination tortures into fantastic shapes.
Hence a sheer precipice drops two thousand feet, a vast
ellipse in plan. There was snow in the bottom of the
erater.  Jets of stearmn sponted from ten swlfataras, or
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gources, from which the native sulphur is extracted. The
hands who wark there are said to live in the shelter of
caves, and remain for a month at a time without exit.
They are lowered down by windlass, on a primitive con-
trivance they call a caballo de minas—horse of the mines.
The sufphnr is hoisted in bags and shid down a long
groove in the snow to the neighborhiood of the rancho.
It takes the palin in purity over all sulphurs in the
world. A company has lLeen formed, it is said, for the
purpose of working the deposits more eflectually and
- utilizing the steam - power in the bottom for improved
hoisting machivery.

The men were on strike at the time, as it happened,
and the windlass was not in place, and was not adjusted.
If it had beon, and we had descended, we might have
found the warmth for which wa were well-nigh perish-
ing. Snow began to drive from the heavy clond-banks.
When it snows the erater within is darkened, roarings
are said to De heard, and strange-colored globules and
flames play above the sulfataras.

“What if there should be an ernption#’ suggested
the alarmist of the party, ag we began to beat our retreat
fronr the untenable position.

“There has not been an cruption for at least seven
thonsand yeais,” said the scientific member, with con-
tempb. A cortain kind of lignite in the bottom, re-
quiring that Jength of thuo to forin, establishes it

“So much the more reason, then,” said the alarinist:
it is high time there was another.”

With that we slipped and floundered down the snow-
mountain with the same celerity with which Vesdvius is
descended. We crossed again the black voleanie fields,
motnted our horses, and spent once more the night at
Tlamaca, having learned by experience how to make it
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slightly more comfortable than the other. The next day
wo rode back to Aunccameca.

When Seiior Llandesio, Professor of the IMine Arts at
Mecxico, made this ascent, as he did in 1866, he says that
he found two attempts necessavy before he snceeeded. |
Lave the pamphlet in which he descrilies it.  “ The guide
and peon whispered together continually,” he says, “ which
made me thinlk they were going Lo play us some {riek.”

Sure euough, they did. After a good way up they

represented that it was perilous, impossible, to go farther.
He descended, and had taken his seat in the diligencia to
return to Mexico, when lic met another party, with more
honest gnides, and, turning back with themn, this time
succeeded. Ife describes a young man so fatigned ou
the mountain that lie desived, with tears in his cyes, to
be left to die.  Another snecumbed owing to the singu-
lar cause, that he had fancied that ardeut spirits wonld
have no cffect in the pecnliarly attenuated atmosphere,
and had ewptied nearly a whole bottle of brandy.

Sefior Llandesio was told by the Indians that they be-
licved in o genins of the wountain, whotn they called
Ouantelpostle. He wag a queer little man, who dwelt
about the Pico del Iraile, helped the workmen ab their
labors when in a good humor, and embarrassed them as
much as possible when in a bad. They said, also, that
presents were offered by some to propitiate the voleano,
for the purpose of obtaining rain, and the like. These
were buried in the sand, and the places marked by a flat
stone. This practice may account for some of the disecov-
eries of Charnay, who unearthed about the foot of the
mountain much interesting pottery.

-
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XV.
A BAXQUET, AND A TRAGEDY, AT CUAUTLA-MORELOS.

~

I

Wy [ aaw Ainecameea again it was to pass it on hoard
a gala train going down to celebrate the completion of
the Morcelos railway to Cuautla, in Zierra Caliente. ‘The
Morelos railway is 2 native M{,mmn work. Tt was built
under the anspices of Delfin Sanchiez, a son-in-law of Pres-
ident Juarez, was roshed forward witls great expedition,
in order to sceare valuable preminims, added tg the regu-
lar subsidy by Government, and there was much deéfective
work in its construction, 1t is laid to the narrow gauge,
and projected ultimately to reach Acapuleo, but this lat-
ter need hardly be looked for in any predicable tiine. At
present it veaches ubout seventyfive miles—to Cnantla-
Morclos, capital of the state of Morelos. :

All oflicial and distinguished Mexico was aboaid that
day—the DPresident, the justices of the Supreme Counrt,
generals, senators, Zidlérateurs, and, groatest of all, Porfi-
viec Diaz.  “ Porfirio™ wore a felt hat with 4 tall top, dud
his manner with his friends was easy and wunpretentioits.
Had the aceident of a week later happened thab day in-
stead, the Republic of Mexico would have heeded to be
reconstructed from tlre botton upward, '

A locomotive exploradora, a look-out engine, went on
ahead of us to sco that all was snfe. Every little place’
had its music and firing of crackers, and the loeal detach-
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ment of Furales reined up at the station. At Amecs-
meea there were as wany as fifty of the latter, with drawn
swords, all on white horses, which the firing made plange
with great spirit. At Ozumnba was a battalion of mounted
riflemen, under command of a handsome young officer in
an eye-glass, who mwight have come fresh from the mili-
tary school of Saint Cyr. The Indian populations, who
conld never have scen the locomotive before, maintained
nevertheless, as their way is, & certain stoicism. There
were no wild manifestations of snrprisc, no shouts; they
even fired off their crackers with & serious air.

The line is u congerics of curves withiout end, fo over
come the threequarters of o mile grade perpendicular
from Amceamcea to Cunantla. Cuantla has seven thou-
sand people. Tor the ten years, up to this time, thetre
had not becn even diligence communication with i, and
the railway was an cvent indeed. The enterprise wha car-
ried throngh ehiefly by the exertions of a Sefior Mendoza
Cortina, who has great sugar estates in the neighborhood.

The streets were decorated with trinmphal arehes, atid
borders of tall banana-plants. 'They were shabby, and
the place more squalid thau is the rule in the temperate
elimates above. The Indians liad an apathetic look.
T'ew young and interesting faces were seet among thémn,
bnt an extraordinary number of hags. I found in fse
some very pretty pottery, which I was told was made at
Cuernavaea, forty miles away. Siinple bits of storo and

‘shell were impasted in the common earthenware with an

effcet like that of old Roman mosale. There was a dis-
tinetly Indian Christ in the parigh chnreh.  In the plazain
front stands a great tree, soimehow connected with & nocke
triste of the patriot Movelos. Like Cortez at Mexico, he .
was forced to retreat one mnight in 1812, after o gallant -
resistance of sixty-two days to a siege by the Spaniards.
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The extremely civilized eompany ponring down fo this
shabby little place had a grand banquet in an old con-
vent now adapted to the uses of a railway station, and
plentiful speech-inaking afterward. There were a num-
ber of merry young journalists of the party, and they
comported themselves as imerry young journalists are
apt to.  They rpped on the table and called *otre”
“otro I —another ! — with pretended enthusiasm, even
after the dullest speeches. It seemed typical of some-
thing curiously illogical in the Mexican mind that in fes-
toons about the bangueting hall were set impartially the
namces of the presidents and ather great men of the past,
from Iturbide down to Manuel Gonzales. Iturbide ad-
joined Bravo and Guerrero, by whom he was shot as a
nsurper and enemy of the pablic peace; and Lerdo Yor-
firio Diaz, by whom he was ousted as traitor and tyrant.
In the same way these personages, alternately one anoth-
er’s Ceesars and Drutuses, ave honored impartially in the
scries of portraits in the long gallery of the Nutional
Palace. '

There was naturally prominent hiers the portrait of the

Padre Morelos, with the usual handkerchief around his

head, and bold air of bandit chief. It is enrions that
priests shonld have taken snch a share in the early in-
surreetion. They recall those warrior ecclesiastics of the
Middle Ages, who used to put on quite as often the secn-
lar as the spiritmal armor. Probably the oppressiong of
the Spaniards were ofteun too intolerable even for ecclesi-

~astical endurance. Morelos, strangely enongh, when the

revolt broke out, was carate under Hidalgo at Valladolid,
in Michoacan, and followed Lim to the field. Ile came,
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in his turn, to be generalissimo of the Mexican Torces,
and to have the name of Valladolid changed to Morelia
in Iis honor. Ile had undoubtedly the military gift.
I1is defence of Cnantla is cousidered one of the most
glorious deeds of Mexican history. 1t was the third in
the trio of priests, Matamoras, his intimate and lHeuten-
ant, who broke the siege with a hundred horse and aided
his retreat when it finally became necessary,

Matamoras in dne conrse was taken and shot, at Valla-
dolid, by wo other than Itnrbide, the future liberator.
Itwebide, thew iu the Spanish foress, “had signalized
himself,” to quote our listory aguin, “by his repeated
victories over the fusurgents, and the cxcessive cmielty
of which he madre nse on frequent nceasions.” Ile routed
Matamoras at Puruapan, took him prisoner, and put him
to death, as haa been snid.  To repay this, Morelos butch-
ered two hundred Spanish prisoners in ¢old blood. - So
the strife of incathate cruelty went on.  Morelos himself
was made prisoncr by an act of treachery, and shot, after
the customary fate of Mexican leaders, at San Cristobal
Eeatapee, at fonr o’clock in the afternoon of the 21st of
Decembar, 1815. S

Iturbide’s aecount, in bis minutes, of the insurgent
chiefs whomn lie was so active in exterminating is very
far from flatteving.  Awnd here they are all apotheosized
together.  Verily it scems as if sane high court of in-
quiry and review sliould be constituted for apportioning
out a little the relative merits and defeets of the past. Thic
Mexican national anthem, a stirring and martial air, in-
vokes among other things the sacred memory of Itarbide.
But if Tturbide really descrved to be shet on setting foof
on shove after his banislineut, it seems much as if Amei-
icans shonld invoke the sacred name of Benedict Arnold.
Arnold, too, rendered excellent services to his cointry.

.,
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Nobody was a Lraver or betier soldier than he before he
atterupted to betray it to the British.

Well, T suppose the Mexicans understand it, but I don’t.
Ave they content with such a mixed ideal of good? Can
a person have been such a patriot at one time that no
stibsequent crimes can weigh against him? One very
simple lesson from it all would seemt to be a less impa-
tience with the ruling powers, on the one hand, and much
less haste with pewder and shot, on the other,

IIT.

I stayed a couple of days at Cuantla, to visit the sugar
haciendas. The sugar product is targe, and the district
one of the most convenient sources of supply for central
Mexico. A week afterward the newly inangnrated road
was the sceue of an accident unequalled, I think, tn the
- annals of railway herrors.  Five hundred lives were lost,
in a little barranca, an insecure bridge over which had
been waslhied out by the rain. A regiment in garrison at
Cunautla was ordered to Mexico, and started in a train of
open “ flat 7 cars, there not having been passenger cars suf-
ficient for the purpose. On otber flat cars was a freight
of bacrels of aguardiente. The start was made in the af-
ternoon. There was delay on the track. The shower
came on, the night fell, and the men, pelted by the storm,
without protection, broke open the aguardicnte, and drank
their fill. Somc say that the engineer reported the road
uneafe, but was forced by an exasperated officer to go on -
with & pistol at his hecad. They came to the broken
bridge, and the train weut through. ‘Fhe soldiers who
were not mangled and ingapacitated outright—drunk, and
crazed with excitement-—stabbed and shob one another.
The barrels of eguardisntz burst and took fire; the car-
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tridges in the belts exploded ; the swollen torrent claimed
its own ; and the fury of a tropical storm, in a night as
black as Erebus, beal dowun upon the writhing nrass ef
horror.

It was ab this price that the extra subventions for
speedy completion of the work were carned. A white
washing report was wade aflterward, I believe, but the
Govermment caused the road to be put in erder before
1t was again opened; and the case may serve as a needed
lesson to all railway builders in Mexico.
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XVI.

SAN JUAN, ORIZARA, AND CORDORA REVISITEDN.

- L

Tur impressions of the first journcy upward from the
coast are (oo vague to satisfy, yet it is better to push on
to the eapital and not fake off the edge of the novelty
by dallying on the way. The intervening places are
retnrned fo afterward.

ITow different the feeling now! The things that lad
seemed so formidable arc harmless enongh.  You take
now with guste the pulgue, hauded up at Apam. You
understand the motley figures, the interiors, the flavors
of the strange fruits and cakes, the proper expressions to
use, and prices to pay. The Jiclpless feeling of standing
in need of continual directions is got 1id of, and travel
has become a matter of confidence and ploasure. Our
Mexicans of the lewer class are not over-quick in the
matter of directions, to tell the truth. T recollect, as an
example, asking a small shop-keeper, one day, the way
to a neighboring street.

“There it 1s,” he said; “but” (insisting, in a flustered
way, on being puzzled by my accent, though he had com-
prebended what I meant) “no hablamos dmericano agui”
—“We don’t speak American here.”

I found a lodging at a tienda at San Juan Teatilinacan,
the ancient city of the dead. The owner had before en-
tertained Americans. le had a dog to which he had
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given, in pleasant recollection of one of them, as he
said, the remarkable name of ¢ Lovis,” which afterward
proved to be * Lewis.” Adjoining was a barracks of
Burales, whose bugles sounded a cheerful 276veille in the
morning. The contral plaza is perhaps three miles from
the station. On the way you eross a handsome stone
bridge built by Maximilian. The river San Juan had
vanished from nnder 16 and left amere goleh, as is the
way witlt most of the streams in the dry season.

The inhabitants have their houses, gardens, and al),
often above the cemeunt floors left by the cxtinet race,
and the cdges of these fleors erop out beside the road,
worn down throngh them. Nobody has frumed o satis-
factory theory of the place, but it 1s supposed to have
been a great pautheou, or burial-place, for the dead of
importance.  Maximilian enconrnged oxeavations, and a
great Igyptian-looking head, nnearthed in his time, is
scen.  Charnay dog there later, and go did my friend of
the newspaper expedition. Probably a commission ought
to be issued by the Government for tonnelling, witllont

Cimpairing their form, the two pyramids, to ascertain if
there be not something of importance within, It is at
present both conscrvative and apathetie in such metters,
The larger pyramid, that of the Sun, has an exeellent zig-
zag plane approaching its snmmit. A long road, called
the “Street of the Dead,” strewn on both gides with
heaps of weather-worn stones, indicating constructions,
extends from it to that of the Moon. Both are now
grown with scrubby nopals and pepper-trees.

A couple of children ran out froin a cottage at the foot
of the Pyramid of the Sun, to sell “cardias,” the little
antiquities, the day T approached to climb it. From the
top you sce other villages, ag San Francisce, Santa Maria
Cuatlan, San Martin.  The inhabitants of San Francisco

9
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have crected a cross here, where an idol, with a b
nished shield, onee stoud to catch the first rays of the
vising sun, and come in procession cach year, on the 3d
of May, to conduct a religions ceremenial and drape it
with flowers. The white summit of Popocatepetl barely
shows itsell above the intervening range of the Rio Trio,
The otficiators at the pagan altar may have hailed it spar-
Iling afar, like another sacrificial fire. The country round
about iz garden -like, abounding in maize and maguey,
sheep and eattle. I obscrved some large straw -ricks,
fushioned by leisurely employds, in the prevailing taste
for adornment, into the form of houscs, withs a figure of
a suint chopped ont in bass-relicf. It was a calmy lovely
Sunday. A fresh breeze played, thongh the sun was
warm ; cnmulus clonds piled themselves up magnificent-
ly ; and the tinkle of the ehurch-Lells came up from the
sarrounding villages.

The clonds~“luminous Andes of the air)” as a poet
has aptly ealicd theni—are of especial impressivencss, I
think, above this great plain. L noted them again with
great pleasure at Iuamantla, in the state of Tlaxeala. 1t
is & shabby placc of unpainted adobe, out of which rise
the fino domes and bolfries of a dozon churches, as if
they were enclosed in a brick-yard. Thither Santa Anna
retired for his last futile resistance, after the Awmericans
under Scott had taken the capital ; and there, according to
the schoal history, ¢ the terrible Amerian guerilla, Walker,
was killed in personal combat by an intrepid Mexican of-
ficer, Kulalio Villasefior.” Near by is Malinche, a moun-
tain dobbed with a nickname given by the Aztecs to
Cortez, which is a feature of all this part of the country.
It is not of great height, but of peeuliar, voleanic shape.
1t is a long slope, made up of knobs and jags, reaching
to a central point as sharp as an arrow-head. DPeons are

H
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ploughing, with oxen and the primitive wooden plough,
in fertile gronnd around its base, and its dark wmass is
threwn out boldly agaimst dazzling banks of cloud.

i1

At Orizaba you are down in the tropics again, but not
tropies of too oppressive a kind. A young friend from
Mexico was making a visit there in a family to which 1
was admitted, and I was glad to sce something of the
place in a dowestic way. It has, say, fifteen thousand
inhabitants. The Alameda, with its two fountains, stone
seaks, orange-trees, and other shrnbberics, i very charm-
ing; so is the little Zoealo, by the Catlicdral. There
grows in the gardens here the splendid tulipan, a slrab
in size like the oleander, the large flowers of which glow
from a distance like searlet lanterns.  Tall bananas bend
over the neatly whitened houses. My Ilotel de Diligen-
cias was white aud attractive. Next to it a torrent towm-
bled down a wild little gorge, amid a growth of bananas,
and, passing nnder a bridge, turned flonring and paper
mills. I had this under my eyes from my window ; and
I had also an cxpanse of red-tiled roofs, gray belfries and
domes, and the boll hill of il Borrego beyond. The eity
is cuelosed by a rvim of hills. Tt was now the sesson when
the rains were growing frequent; and a humid atmos-
phere, and wet clouds, dragging low and oceasionally
dropping their contents, kept the vegetation of a fresh,
vivid green. '

At the hotel table d’Adte 2 couple of young men of
very Indian physiognomy—lawyers, I sheuld judge, by
professioe —talked pantheism and sich-like dubjects in
the tone of Victor Hugo’s students. A lady whose hus-
band was a genersl officer told me that she had been in
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TIE JNLL OF ElL BORREGD, AT ORIZALA,

the United States—at New Orleans—acconnting thus for
a little Itnowledge of LEnglish. That mweant that she had
shared her hinsband’s exile there. Oue cowes to nnder-
stand and smile at it after a while. “Zomo ¢l rumbo d
la coste, y salio de la Republica, emdarcandose para Or-
leans "—* Ilc took the road to the const and sallicd from
the Republie, embarking himself for New Orleans ™ lias
passed almost into a formmla in the accounts of publie
men, New Orleans having always been a notable place
of tetnporary refuge and plotting for their retnen.
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There was a gay party, of station, who had come dowh
to pasear a little, In a private car, and were taking back
with them a great supply of the flowers and fruits of the
tropics. Shall I relnctantly admit that they all ate with
their knives, and with the sharp edge foremost? Onr
waiter gave us, siilingly, sonp without a spoon, this and
that other dish witliout a fork, and liastencd off for long
abseuces; or he would apathetically say, “No Aay”—
“There is none "—of a dish, but would bring it if it were
insisted on with decision. A feHow-guest Dformed me
at dessert that he had been in New York, and that the
American fruits and dulces—sweets—were all alike and
insipid. This shows that there 18 o natuval equilibrivn
in things, for it is precisely the complaint that visitors
from the North first make of those of the tropies.

My acquaintances in the place were the family of the
Licenciado—let us say—Uerrera y Arroyo. The names
of Doth wmasealine and feminine progenitors are thus
usually linked together by the “g”-—and. They told
me that there was very little formal ontertaining done.
They occupied themselves with embroidery, studying
English, and domestie matters.  Their house was roomy,
but had little furnitnre. The rocking-chair can never
again be called a peenliarly Yankee feature by anybody
who has seen it in the lower latitudes.  The typical Mex-
ican parlor, or living-room, has, like the one here, a mat
spread down in ‘tho centre, on a brick floor, and two cane
rocking-chairs on one side and two on the other, in which
the inmates spend much of their time.

We had a kind of picnic one day to the Barrio Nuevo,
a very pretty coffeeand-miik-like eascade of the Rio Ori-
zaba. Boys ran out from thatched cottages in the edge
of town to pick flowers and offer them to the seforitas,
expecting to be rewarded, of course, with a little consid-
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eration, Tlere is another caseade, cven prettior — the
Rincon Grande.

The next day we went to the sugar éngendo of Jalapilla.
A fine wide avenue of trees stretched up to it.  The lo-
custs were singing in them. The grass and frees werc
exquisitely green. The snow-peak of Orizaba, hidden af
the town itself, here rises above intervening hills.  There
were arcades, and monumental gateways, and a massive
aqueduct on arches, which brings the water fromn a fine
torrent. In tho sunless green archways of the old ague-
dnet the sefioritas found with rapiure specimens of rare
and delicate ferns growing.  Ox-wains brought the cane to
the mills. We watched it through the processes of ernsh-
ing in the machinery, and tasted the pleasant sap when
first expressed, and later at some of the stages of boiling
down. Aguardiente is also made on a large scale. The
peasants along the road sell you a dranght of it in its
unfermented state, with tamales. Tlig residence attached
is a large, two-story white house, with a high iron gate
between white posts. It was loaned to Maximilian as a
country rctreat by the counservative owners at one time,
At present it is shabby and unfarnished, but a single
room being cccupied by the proprictor, who has the
rough-and-ready tastes of a ranchero, and little taste for
display.

IIL

At one of the theatres at this time was playing, by &
Zarazucla, or “variety ¥ company, “ La Torre de Neslo
0 Margarita de Borgogno;” at the other, by a juvenile
company, “ La Fille de Madame Angot.”

Whoever would thoroughly enjoy Mexico must have
the taste for old architecture. Tlere is no end to it, and
it is often the only resouwrce. It is of that fantastic ro-
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coco into which the Renaissance fell, in the luxury and
florid invention of its Jater stages; but evenh where least
defensible, from the point of view of logic and fitness, it
ig redeemed uwow Ly its mouldering, its time-stains, and
auperposed Jayers of half-obliterated colors, Lilttle can
be said, exeept in this way, for the carvings and various
detail, bhut the masses are invariably of a grand and noble
simplicity, Thic material is generally rubblestone and
cement, and cannot be very expensive. The principal
lines of the style are horizontal. The dome, semi-cirenlar
in shape, plays a great part in it. 1 have counted not
less than eight, like those of 8t. Mark’s, at Venice, on a
single chareh.  The deme g hailt, if T mistake not, of
rubble and cement alse, on a centring of regular masonry,
perhaps even of wood. 1 is a reminiscence of the Moors.
These edifices were put up three hundred years ago, by
builders in the flush of the Dyzantine influenece, whicl
radiated from (Granada, then lately conquered. I know
of no school in which the niggling, potty, and expensive
character of our own efforts in this line eould be better
corrected. Vamenos! Will not some of our leisurcly
young architects with a taste for the pictnresqne travel
liere, with their sketeh-books, and bring us back plans
and snggestions from this impressive work, for use among
ourselves? ' _

Some of the old churches take an added interest from
their present fate. It would have been monotonous to
have them all alike in full ceremonial, and now they are
pathetic. 1 used fo linger to hear the buglers practise in
the cloistered church of Carmen, nsed as a barracks. 1t
is stripped of everything, the pavement broken, the walls
full of bnllet-holes, and painted with the numes of detach-
ments, as 18° de Infanteria, 1° Compafia de Grenaderos,
which have occupied it. In the smoke-stains, the damp,
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to which patches of gilding still adhere, and the vestiges
of scaling fresco, dim, mysterions visions are made out.
The bare chancel dais, still surviving, gives to the inte-
rior the aspect of some noble throneroom. In onr own
conntry such a monuwent would be inestimably prized,
and would beeome a pilgrimage-place from far and near;
but here it is siinply one of a great nmmber.

In the little public plaza cutside a few convicts were
repairing the paths. A pair of them would bring some
dict, about an ordinary wheelbarrow full, on 2 stretcher,
dump it in a leisurely way, and go back for more, all with
plentiful deliberation. They might have been laborers,
engaged by the city aldormen, on 2 New York boulevard.
A couple of soldiers with muskets lounged on the stone
benches to gnard them as they worked.  The puuishuient
of the prisoners could hardly have been in what they did,
but principally in the exposure—unless, indeed, they were
taken from a different part of the country. I wondered
if their friends cawe bore somefinmes and watched them;
and what a pain it must:have been for the sensitive to
work thius, hedged round by an invulnerable restraint and
infamy, in sight of the homes where they had lived and
all the ordinary avocativns of life in which they had
engaged.

An important cotton-factory at Orizaba has & fine ar-
chiteetural gateway, and o statuo of the founder, Mannel
Escandon {1807 to 1862), in the court, alter the practice
heretofore adverted to.  Paper is also made here. A se-
ries of fines is preseribed, in printed rales, for the hands
coming late in the morning and falling iuto other misde-
meanors. The sum of these makes up a fund for chari-
table use atmong themselves. A savings-bank department
is also condncted for the benefit of the operatives. To
encourage savings an extra liberal interest is paid when




em ST

QAN JUAN, ORIZABA, AND CORDOBA REVISITED. 201

the amount on deposit has reached fifty dollurs.” To
avoid in part the interruption of the frequent church
holidays, & dispensation had been obtained from the ee-
clesinstical anthorities, allowing work to go on, on most
of them, as usnal.

Iv.

From Orizaba the next stage was to Cordoba. Cor-
doba is in the [ull tropics, and there I first made acqnaint-
ance with the coffee eulture, the leading industry of the
place. The plant is less striking in aspeet than I had
expected. It is a bush, with small, dark, glossy leaves,
its stemx never over six or soven inches in diameter, even
at an age of fifty years. It is twelve feet high at most,
but usually topped and kept lower for greater conven-
jence in harvesting the product. It bears a little axillary
white flower, fragrant like jasmine, and the green berries
at the same time. A coffee plantation bas not the breadsli
of the platanaras, the fields of towering bahanas; but it
needs shade, and large oaks are left distributed through
it which accomplish this purpose. If left to the sun
wholly it yields large crops at first, then dies. The cof-
fee plant shoukl bear after tho fourth or fiftli year, and
yield a half-pound yearly for fifty or sixty years. It
ghonld have cost, up to the time of beginning to bear,
about twenty-five conts. This is supposing a high ealti-
vation, I3y the more shiftless method commouly fonnd
in usc here it costs but half as mueh, but; on the other
hand, yields no more than three ounces on an average.

Some few Amerieans, and other foreigners, have estab-
lished themselves at Cordoba, and lead a dreamy existence
in the shade. At one time it was the sceng of an exten-
sive coffee-planting by ex-Confederate generals, bint these
atterapts were not successful. I was fortunate enongh

. g
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to be conducted about by an old genilleman, of German
birtls, who had lived here forty years. 1le had the tastes
of a naturalist and farmer, and the existence pleased him,
Ile took in his hand a seachete fremn the wall, and we set
forth for a walk, with much fmproving discourse by the
way, in the fields aud plantations, The machete, a long
half ¢leaver, half sword, opens you a path through a thick-
et, cuts you a coffee or an orange stick, lops an orchid
from its high perch on the wigged tree-bark, or brings
down a tall banana, and splits open its covering to serve
as a protection to a bndget of botaunical specimens. Somne
small grandchildren of the house begged to accompany
us. They had hardy, ount-of-door habits, and ran by our
sides with merry clamor, finding a hundred things to
interost them slong the way.

My genial guide had planted eoffec himself. Much
money has been lost at it, it scems, and it cannot he
very profitable except under economical proeesses and an
improved market. When transportation becomes cheap-
er we shall have imtroduced into the United States from
Mexico also many choice fruits, notably the fine Ma-
nilla mango, not now known. The fruits of the country
grow on you with cxperiecnce. To my taste thn juicy
mango, which at its best combines something of the mel-
on, pine-apple, peach, and pear, is the wost delicious of
them all. Other fruits are the chirimoya, guava, mamdg,
granadita (or pomegranate), zapote, chazapote, tnna, agua-
cate,and many mote, the distinctive peculiarities of which
I could not describe in a week.

The best soil for the coffee is that of virgin slopes, ca-
pable of being well manured. Tt should be manured ovee
i two years. The planting takes place in the rainy
season, and the principal harvest is in November and
December. Women and childven cut off the berries,



SAN JUAN, ORIZABA, AND CORDOBA REVISITED, 203

which are then dried five or six weeks, and barked; or
are barked earlicr by a machine. The chief labor con-
sists 1n destroying the weeds, which must be done from
two to six timues a year. The plauts are set in squares,
at a distanee of about soven feet apart. The trees ree-
ommended for shade are the fresno, or ash, cedro {(cedar),
the huisachie, aguacate, nmxeatle, cajiniquil, and tepehinajé,
the characteristics of which I couid havdly explain, more
than those of the fruits, except that they are gencrally
dark and glossy-leaved, and many of them as Jarge as our
elms.  There is a theory, too, in favor of shading by ba-
nanas, and plantations are found where the two grow
{ogether.

But o native proprictor with whom I talked objects to
this. “The platano is a selfish and grasping plant,” ho
says, indignantly.  “It draws twice and thrice its propor-
tionate amount of nourishment from the soil. Ta it not
beaten down, too, in every storm?  And the ravaging
hedgehog comes in seareh of it, and, while he is about
it, destroys the coflpe as well. No, indeed, no combina-
tion of platano and eoffee for me!”

The poor platano! towever, it can stand abuse. How
quiclly it grows! Tts great leaves, more or less tattered
by {riction, flap and rustle above your head like banners
and sails as you walk about in the tropical plantation. It
is called the “Dbread of the tropies.” An acre of land
will produce eneugh of it to support fifty people, whereas
an acre in wheat will support only two. If the tropics
had had a good deal harder time in gotting their bread,
by-the-way, they would not have been in so down-trodden
and slipshod a condition.

I will not say that wo hiad the better cofice at our hotel
for being in its own country. Lt is the old story of * shoe-

maker’s children ™ again, I suppose. On the contrary, T
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recollect it as especially poor. The hotel—possibly it has
improved by this time—was wretchedly kept and served.
They gave wvs half a dozen kinds of meat in suceession,
without ever a vegetable, in such a luxurianee of them.
The waiters were snnk in apathy, the management even
more so. They seem often to say to you, with an iil-
concealed aversion, at a Mexican hotel, “ 1f you wiff stay,
if you will insist on bringing your traps in, we will do
what we can for you, but we are not at all anxions for it.”

Pack-mules were kept in the court, and noder a clois-
ter at one side women and girls were stripping tobacco.
Your room, al a proviveial hotel, opens upon a gallery in
which mocking-birds arc hung in wooden cages—always
one at least. It is the practice of the Mexican mocking-
bird to sleep continuously thronghout the day, so as to be
in health and spirits for the cxercise of the night. He
begins at miduight, and eontinues his dulect ingenuity of
torture till daybreak.  Naturalists have had nmueh to say
of the mocking-bird, comparing him to a whele forest full
of songsters, and the like. Tt may be unwise to set up in
opposition to so much praise, but there are times when
a planing-mill in the vicinity, or a whole foundery full
of trip-hammers, wowld be a blessing and rellef in com-
parison.

Shonld the mocking-bird have injudicionsly impairved
his strength during the day, so as to allow of a brief
respite, the interval is filled in by the sheill, gnavering
whistles of the street watcumen, who blow to each other
every qnarter of an hour during the night, to show that
they are awsake and vigilant.

You leave Cordoba at 4.30 in the morning; that is, if
you go by the up-train. I was awakened an honr too seon
at niy hotel, which, baving to call me, wanted it over as
soon as possible. I had leisure while waiting to colleet
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the views of one of these watchmen. Ife showed me
the Remington rifle with which he was armed. He said
that he went on duty at 7 v and finished at 5.30 aa,
and received three and a half reals—forty-two centz—a
day, which he did not think ¢nough.  There are no cabs
at Cordoba. It is a tram-car, making a total of two
trips a day, that takes you, bag and baggage, two dark
miles or so to the station.

V.

But I did not Jeave before first visiting the Indian
village of Amatlan. I do not insist that erudition of
incaleulable value has been bromght to light in these
travels, but they were a succession of excursions into
the actnal heart of things. I was pleased when I could
find something unmodified by the innovations of railway
travel, and witness the familiar, every-day life of the
people. Terhaps we never thoroughly understand any-
body until we learn his rontine. A stimulns to wlat we
usually negleet, and take as a matter of cowrse, is aroused
abroad.  Law-making, education, buying and sclling, eat-
ing and drinking, mauriage, aud the burial of the dead, all
yield enterfainment. The traveller who spreads before
us only the oufré and startling that he has seen nay siill
leave us very muoch in the dark about where he has been.
In Mexico, however, almost everything is oudré.

To Amatlan and back is & comfortable day’s excursion.
We found saddlc-horses for hire, and a young Indian as a
guide, and sei ofl, My companion on this excursion was
a cowpmerrial fravelier, a sprightly yonng American of
Spanish origin, Commercial traveller in machetes and
other cutlery: such was his profession. The machetes
were of Ameriean make. T have one hangiong in my room
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at this writing which eamec from Water Street, in New
Youle. This agont had taken his last order (having can-
vassed the little store-keepers in the plaza under my own
view, as if they had been those of 1Salamazoo, Aurora,
or Frecport), and was awaiting the sailing of his steamer
from Vera Cruz. Having nothing muore to do, he entered
into the examination of manners and customs for their
~ own sake with a cortain zcst, though perhaps compre-
hending for the first time that such things could be
worth anybody’s notice.

Amatlan is the richiest Indian village in—well, one of
the richest of Indian villages. Its plantations of pinc-ap-
ples are the finest in the state of Vera Cruz, to which all
this tervitory from Ouvizaba down belongs, Orizaba being
its capital. The pines grow about sixteen inchics in height,
and should last ten years. They are sct in narrow lines,
and the gencral aspeet of the field from a little distance
is that of large sedge-grass. You will buy three of them
sotnetimes for a #laco, one eent and a half. We met na-
tives driving donkey-loads of them to market. There
were some fields of tobacco, of fine quality, in flower.
The Peak of Orizaba is magnificently secn fron all this
district. It is Jovelier and bolder than at first npon famil-
far acquaintanece. Clinreh, the painter, finds the prefer-
able point of view farther up the railroad, using the wild
gorges of Fortin as a forcgronnd.  The village proved to
be composed chicfly af wooden and canc huts, shingled
or thatched, and the population to bhe exclusively Indian.
They do not wish any others to join them. They display
everywhere the same clannish disposition. If persous of
Tnropean origin who might come to remain could not
be got rid of hy chmlishness, it is thought that severer
meang would be resorted to.

The Indian race, ag a rule, is patient and untiring in
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certain minor directions. They make long, swift jour-
neys, for instanec, acting as beasts of burden or tmessens
gers, so that, seeing their performances, the words of Bhif-
fon cowe foreibly to wind: “The civilized man knows
not half Lis powers.” DBut in the greater eoncerns of life,
those requiring forethought for a permanent future, they
are very improvident. Perhaps, however, those of Amat-
lan differ from others, or perhaps the-general reputation
.may not be wholly deserved, for the Cordobans tell you
that Amatlan is even richer than Cordoba.

There are said to be a menber of native residents worth
from $50,000 to $80,000 cach. They buy land, aud bury
their surplus cash in the ground. 1t may well enough be
that the lack of savings-banks, or any more secure place
of deposit for money than the ground, has semething to
do with the improvidence complained of. The alealde,
the chicf of them, was estimated as worth a million,
thougl: this I should very much donbt. He had no large
ways of using his wealth, but was said te incline to ava-
rice and delight- in simply piling it up. There was a
projcet at onc time to build a tram-road henee to Cor-
doba, the capital to be supplied in purt by the Indians,
but it fell through. Some of the well-to-do send their
sovs to good schools, and cven to Moexico, to take the
degree of licentiate. These favored scions, on their re-
turn, must put on the usual dress, and live in no way
differently from the rest. The daughters, oh the other
hand, are never cducated, but set, without éxception, to
rolling tortillas and the other domestic drudgery.

VL

We dined at an open-air shanty posada, with dogs and
. pigs running {reely about under our feet. Coffee; with-
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out milk, sugar, and pine-apples were all supplied by the
fields about. - Bome {ew speetators were interested, but
not very mueh, in a slight sketeh I made of their build-
ings and costume. My commercial traveller, by way of
arousing greater enthusinsm iu this, represented that it
was to be “put in a machine” afterward, and showed,
by a dexterous chuckle and twist of the thumb, how it
would then be so improved that you wonld never know
it. But even thig stirred them only indifferently.

We visited the alealde in his quarters. Ie was
bristly-haired, alad in cotton shivt and drawers, and bare-
legged, like the rest. Official business for the day was
over, but he showed us the cell in which on occasion he
locked nup evil-doers. Ile was sald to administer justice
impartially to the rich and poor alike, and with a natural
good-sense. But for oceasional perversions of justice ef-
fected by a Spanish secretary he was obliged to employ,
lie bimself being iHiterate, it was thought that his court
averaged well with the mwore pretentious tribunals of the
conntry.

We rode back by a different way, through a large, cool
wood. It abounded in interesting orchids, and tlere was
an undergrowth of coffce run wild, the glossy green of
its lenves as shining as if just wet by rain. There was
not that excessive tangle and luxuriance supposed to be
characteristic of the tropics; our own woods are quite as
rampant. Alfthat is found, you Iearn, in Telinantepec, for
instance, and Central America. There tree-growths seize
upon a dwelling, crunch its bones, as it were, and bear up
part of the walls into the air; and it is vegetable more
than animal life that is feared. We forded three pretty
brooks, and came to an upland where cows were pastur-
ing, and the steeples of Cordeba were again in sight.
Our young guide lassoed a cow, led her to a shed where
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tobaceo was drying, and offered us the refreshment of a
draught of new milk.

Being aslked if this were quite regular and correct, he
auswered tliat the cows were theve at pasturage in charge
of his uncle. 1 trust that this was so.
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XVII.
PUEREA, CHOLULA, THAXCALA.

1.

You turn off from the junction of Apizaco, on the Vera
Cruz railway, to go to the large, fine city of Puebla. It
is the capital of the state of the sane name, and has a
population of abont seventy-seven thonsand. Many pros-
perous febricas (factories) are seen along the fertile val-
ley of approach; then the forts, altacked and dofended
on the great Cineo de Mayo, appear on the hills, looking
down, Jike Mont Valerien and Charenton above Putis.

Certainly everything out of Mexico is not Cuatitlan.
Puebla is very clean, well paved, and well drained.  The
strects are not too wide, as many of thew are at the capi-
tal. T thought onr hotel, De Diligencias, which was very
well kept, by a Frenchman, much better than the Itur-
bide. It had been a palace in its day, and hud traces yol
of armorial sculptares. Our rooms vpened upon a wide
upper colonnade, where the table was spread. It was full
of flowers, which shut out whatever might have becn
disagreeable to the eye below. T um bound to adwnit that
the remorseless mocking-bird sang all night among them.
I have mentioned herctofore the tiled frount of a shop,
“Ja Cindad de Mexico.,” A picturcsque mosaie-work in
tiles of earthenware and china upon a ground of blood-
red stone abounds. Sometimes it is o diagoual pattern,
covering a whole surface; again only a broad wainseot or
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frieze, Plaques, representing saints, which you take at
firsst for hand-bills, are let into walls. These tiles are
made at Puebla, where there are as many as ten fabricas
of them, the best in the country. I visited one of tliese,
fonnd the manufacture cheap, and brought away some
speciinens.  The workmanslip is rude and hasty, but the
cffeet artistic and adapted to its purpose. The most lib-
eral example of their nse, and one of the most charming
interiors I have ever scen, was that of what is now the
Cusa de LDementes, or lunatic asylum for men, of the state
of Puchla. Tt was forinerly a convent of the nnns of
Santa Rosa, and was decorated after their taste. En-
trance, vestibule, stairs, central conrt, and cleisters, with
fountain in the centre; balustrade, benches, tanks and
bath-tubs, kitchen furnace, and nnmberless little garden
courts, are all cncrusted with guaing ceramies. It is like
walking about in some magnified piece of jewelry. The
blue-and-yellow fountpin in its court is as Moolish as
anything in Morocco.

There are Torty-two patients in this institution, with an
attendant appointed to each ten. The rich among them
pay $106 a month, the rest nothing. Another one, San
Rogue, cantajns thirty-two woraen, also maintained by the
state. The general hospital, of San Pedro, another large
ex-convent, with a nice garden, was clean, cool, and well -
ordered ; and—curions feature to note—departments for
allopath and homceopath arranged impartially side by
side. These governments take, officially, no sides with
either, but give them both a showing.

The Cathedral at Puebla is equal in magnificence to
that i Mexico. There is the usual Zocalo, full of charm-
ing plants, before it.  Thr large theatre, “De Guerrero,”
entered by a passage from the portales, had but a scant
audienge on the evening of our attendance, but was itsclf
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worthy of inspection. Tt had four tiers of boxes and a
pit; the decoration was in white and gold, upon a ground
of blue-and-white wall-paper, the whole of a chaste and
elegant effect. The peasant costumes of women in ench
of the provinces vary in colors and malerial, though the
same general shapes are preserved. At Cordoba, white
and striped cotton stuffs werc in order; at Mexico,
Egyptian-looking blue-and-black woollen goods. Those
in all this part of the country T thonght particulatrly
pleasing ; and the great warket and gay Parian, or ba-
zaar, where they are principally displayed, were not soon
exhausted a8 a spectacle, The men are usually bare-
legged, aud in white cotton. In the warm part of the
day they carry their bright-colored serapes falded over
one shoulder, aud when it 18 cooler put them on, by sim-
ply inscrting their heads through the slit.

Now comes by a woman in white, with a red eap and
girdle; now two girls of fourteen, «ll in white, hnrrying
swiftly along nnder heavy burdens, Ilere are women in
embroidered jackets, others in chemises, with profuse
bands of colored beads, or rchosos of rayed stufl, Like the
Algerian blirnous.  Skirts are of white blanket material,
with borders of Dblue, or blue with white, or yellow.
The principal garment is a mere skirt of nnent goods,
wrapped around the hips and kept in place by a bright
girdle. Above this is whatever fantastic waist one
pleases, or a garment with an opening for the head, after
the fashion of the serape. To all this is added a profu-
sion of necklaces of large beads, amber, blue, and green,
and large silver ear-rings, or others of glass, in the Mex-
icau mnational colors, green, white, and red. There is a
‘universal earrying of burdens. The men accommodate
theirs in a large wooden cage divided into compartments.
The women tie over their backs budgets done up in a
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rug of coarse maguey fibre. Often they earry a child
or an eartheu jar in it; or, when full, pile a large green
or red water-jar on the top.

Affording so abundant material for the artist, they
were excessively suspicions of any attempt to turn it to
account, There were traditions among them that bad
luck would be encountered should thoy allow pictures to
be taken. Tt was to take away something from them-
selves, and they would be left incomplete---probably to
waste and die. Nor could their costnmes be bought from
them cxeept with great diflicuity.  Mach as still remaius,
there has been a great change, and disappearance, since
the close of Maximilian’s empire, of local peculiarities in
dress. There has been a disappearance, too, with the ad-
vent of machincry and imported notions, of many protty
hand-made articles that formerly adorned the markets.
Among these were earvings in chareoal, once of a pecul-
iar oxcellence. Of those that remain still of great in-
terest arc life-like puppets, in wax aud wood, of figures
of the couutry, costiumed after their several types.

On the evening of May 19th, as we sat at dinver in
the hotel corridor, down camec the rain in the court, Tn
a few moments a row of long gargoylds were sponting
strenms  which were white against the blackness, and
crossed one another like a set display. “Ve/! for the
rainy scason !’ said the host. It wsually begins by the
15th.  “Voila/! ten wontls past in which we have had
searcely a drop!”

As almost any desired climate can be had by varying
‘more or less the altitude, the rainy season is of variable
date in different parts of the ecountry. At Mexico it is
very imueli Jater. I did not find it, either here or elsewhere,
so incommoding as might be fancied. 1t rains prinecipal-
ly at wight, and the succeeding day is bright and elear.
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In Mexico, as in California, the rainy season means that
in which rain falls about as with us, while the dry sca-
son ig that in which there is none at all.

II.

ITave any forgotten the tragic advent, and preliminary
agitations, of the cutry of Cortez into the sacred city
of Clolula? Ile asscmbled the caciques and notables in
the great square, and,; at a given signal, ttumed his arms
upon them antl slew thewn, to the number of three thou-
sand. Ile Dhad discovercd an artful plot among them for
the destruetion of his army, and it was liis aim in this way
to strike such a terror into the country that he should
liave done with such things once for all. The god wor-
shipped at Cholula was a far milder one than the bloody
war god at Mexico—the peaceful Quetzalcoatl, God of the
Air. e iustructed the people in agrienltnre and the arts.
Ilis reign was a golden age. Cotton grew already tinted
with gorgeons dyes, and a single ear of maize was as
much as a an could carry.  To his honor the Jargest of
all the teocallis and temples was erected. He was repre-
sented with painted shield, jewclled sceptre, and plumes
of fire. Could Cortez have waited till now (such are the
changes of time) he might have gone into Cholula from
Puebla, to the foot of this very pyramid, in a beautiful
horse-car. A tram-way, ultimately fo be extended, and
operated by steam, reached to this point, a distance of six
miles, and cur conveyance was a lLorse-car with a glass
front (New York built) which I have never scen equalled
elsewhere. The diiver of it was a Tennessce negro, who
had married an Indian maid and scttled, immeh respected,
in the counbry. e had formerly been body-servant of a
Mexican general, had travelled with him in the United
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States and Europe, and picked np several languages. He
called upon us afterward at our hotel, to politely inguire
our impressions of his tram-way.

The principal features of the trip were exquisite views
of Popocatepetl and Ixtacibmatl across yellow grain-fields;
a dilapidated convent turned to an iron foundery ; an old
aqueduet crossing the plain; a Spanish liidge, sculpt-
ared with armorial bearings, across the river Atoyac;
and a fine grist-mill; and farther on a cotton-mill; turned
by the water-power of the same river. ' :

There has been a controversy as to whether tlre great
mound was natural or artifictal in origin. I do not sece
how there can be doubt about it now, for where numerons
deep cats have becn made in if, for roads or cultivation,
the artificial structure of adebe bricks is plafuly visible.
Such a place as it is to lie npon at ease and dream and go
back to the traditions of the past! You may cast yoursclf
down under large trees growing on the now ragged slopes,
or by the pilgrimage chapel on the crest, where the God of
the Air onee reared his grotesque bulk., Thers is a seulpt-
ured cross, dated 1666, at the edge of the terrace, and
rose-bushes grow ont of the pavement. I know of no
prospect of fertile hill and dule, scattered with quaint vil-
Iages, in any country that surpasses it. An American
was there that day with the purpose of buying a haci-
enda, if he could find one suitable, and I for one thought
there were many plans mueh less sensible.

Cholula had four hundred towers in its pagan times,
and it may have Lad round about it alinost as many spires
when the Christian domination suceeeded. Let me recite
the names of a few of the villages seen from the top
of the great pyramid, all with their churches, by twos
and threes, or more: San Juan; San Andres; Santiago;
Chicotengo; La Santissima; La Secledad ; San Rafael;
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San Pablo Mexicaleingo; San Diego; La Madalena;
Santa Marta; Santa Marta; San Isidoro; San Juan Cul-
vario ; San Juan Tlauntla; San Mateo; San Miguelito
(Little Saint Michael); Jesus; San Sebastian.

One of the old churches Iying deserted in the fields
might be purchased, ne doubt, and wiilized for thie basis
of a pleturesque manorhouse. Suppose we should take
yvonder ouc, for instance, down by the Ilaciendita de-
Cruce Vivo—the Little Hacienda of the Living Cross?
A cloud is just now passing over, marking the place
with a dark patch. A Drook is leaping white through
the meadow, trees stretch back frowm the walls, and the
rest lying in streng light is divided by patchies of an ex-
quigite culiivation with tlie regnlarity of market-gardens.

We dined, at Cholula, at the clean Fonda de Ja Re-
forma, in a large, brick-floored room,invaded by flowers
from a court-yard garden. No people ean fashion snch
charming homeés without excellent traits; so much ia pos-
itive beyond dispute. We were adinttted, I think, to the
residence portion of the honse, the owner of which was a
doctor, and we exarained, while waiting for our repast, a
lot of his antiquated medical books, some dating from
1760.

The plaza is as large as at Mexico, but grass-grown—for
the place is of but wmodest pretensions now—and lonely,
except on market-day, when the scene is as gay and the
costumes oven prettier than at Puebla itself. In the cen-
tre is a Zocalo; at one side a vast areay of battlemented
churches. That of the Capilla Real, consisting of three
in one, is now dceayed and abandoned. On the other is
a fine colonnade devoted to the Ayuntamienta, or town
council, with the jail.  What a pity it is that we have so
scant accounis lelt us of the life of Mexico when all this
fendal magnificence was in foll blast!
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1
ERISONERS WEAVING SASHES AT CIIOLULA,
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I cannot say just why I visited so many prisons. DPer-
haps because they were always under the eye, adjoining
the public offices, and the prisoners were a cheerfnl lot,
who did what they could to attract attention. At Clo-
lula we found them weaving, on a primiiive kind of
hand-loom, bright sashes of red and blue, which are sold
iu part for their own Dbonefit. Their accomuodations
cammpared favorably with the barracks along-side. When
we nsked questions about thewn they stopped work and
listened attentively. The gnards, I faney, thought we
were trying to identify some persons who had robbed ns
~—not coneceiving of such a visit for the pure pleasure
of it.

111,

When I inguired the way to Tlaxcala there was such
an ignorance on the subject at my hotel, at Puebla, that it
almost seemed as it I was the first person who could ever
have bLeen there. A laxarious Englishman abandoned
me at this part of the expedition, claiming that nobody
knew whether tliere were conveyances from the junction,
whether there were oven inns. Tt scemed to him a casc
of sitting on a Tlaxcalan deor-step and perishing of hnn-

-ger, or being washed away by the torrents of the rainy
sgason, 1 found, however, that thers was a choice of two
trains a day, and went on alonc. What thent? I suppose
Cortez did vather more than that.  Tlaxeala was the most
nndannted and terrible of all his enemies. He made his
way to it after insuperable obstacles, and it was only by
the alliance of the warlike Tlaxcalans, when le had finally
won them over to his cause, that he cffected the conquest
of Mexico.

The recollection had involuntarily given mo rather
dark and depressing ideas of Tlaxcala, as a place of
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gloomy forests and gorges suited for martial resistance.
Who that has not seen it, I wonder, has the proper con-
" eeption of Tlaxeala?

Iv.

It is not gloomy; there are no forests; the country is
open and rolling; and the name “Tlaxeala,” it now ap-
pers, is fortility, the “Tand of Bread” Ileft at 11 Am,
and arrived at the village of Santa Ana, on the railroad
to Apizaco, in a couple of hours.  After a time a convey-
ancc was to be bad, in the shape of a dilapidated hack
drawn by three horses, in the lead, and two mules. This
was run as a stage-line to Tlaxeala; and in an hour mors,
largely of flonndering over mts and following the beds
of swollon brooks—for nobody ever thinks of mending a
road in Mexico—we were there. We met, on the way, the
carriage of the state Governor, an anecient coupé, improved
by the addition of a boot, and drawh by two horses and
two mules. I was deposited on the sidewalk at the upper
side of a plaza, and serutinized keenly when there by the
shop-keepers of the surrounding arcades and loungers on
comfortable stone henches.

Tlaxealan allies, i the shape of a small boy and a
larger assistant, seized upon my satchel, and we set out
for a personal inspection of such houses of entertainment
as were to be heard of.  The Posada of Gening was alio-
gether too wretched and shabby, as is apt to: be the way
with genins. The Meson of the—1 have forgotten its
paime—was too full to offer accommodation, and had a
morose landlord, who seemed to rejoice in the faet, T
came at last fo a house where sinply chambers were to
be let. It was highly commended by my smaller Tlaxes-
lan ally, a very rapid-talking small boy, with the air of
one much in the habit of dodging missiles.
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“Tt will be two reals” (twenty-five cents) “the night,
as you see it,” said the proprietor, waving a hand in an
interior Lare of furniture,

“ Al two reals the night!”

“But perhaps the gentleman wounld desire also a bed,
a wash-stand, and a Jooking-glnss 7

“ Yes, let us say a bed, wash-stand, and looking-glass.”

“ Then it will be four reals the night.”

The Jarger Tlaxealawn ally, who had had nothing to do,
established a claim far services by offering praise of each
suceessive wrticle of furniture as it swas brought in, as,
« Muy buena cama, sefior!” < My bonito cspejo!"— A
very fine bed, seffor!” “ A very charming mivror, sefior I
——and the like. ‘ '

V.

Now, all this is all exactly as it happened, and one
should hardly be compelled to spoil a good story by add-
ing to it. Yet this appearance of amusing stupidity is
dissipated, after all, by remembering the methods of
travel in the country. Many, or wmost, journeys are
made on horsebacly, and the gucst is likely to want only
a room where he can lock up his saddiec and saddle-bags
and sleep on his own blankets, or, if luxurious, on a light
cot, carried with other baggage on a pack-wule. This is
all the accommodation provided at the general run of
the mesones. '

At the Fonda y Uafe de Ia Sociedad I supped, by the
light of twe candles, with a gentleman in leng riding-
boots, who had a paper-mill in the neighborhood. Ilc
told me that lie had learned the business at Philadelphia.
He was of a friendly disposition, and declared that L was
to consider him henceforth my correspondent, so far as
I might have need of one, on all matters, commercial and
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otherwise, at Tlaxcala. And to that extenk I may say I
do so consider him to this day.

My roowm had, first, a pair of glass doors, then & pair of
leavy wooden oncs, and opened on a damp little court,
in which the rain was falling. ‘I'here were no windows
ner transom, pesitively no other opening than a eounple
of diminative holes in the wooden door, like

“The fiery eyes of Pauguk glaring at him theough the darkness,”

as one awoke fo thewm in the early morning, An-
other streak under the door figured as a sort of mouth.
There was a clashing of swords in a corner of the shady
and landsome Zoecalo when I went oot, and T fancied sk
first a duel, but it was only a couple of Burales going
throfigh their sabre exercise under direction nf an oflicer.
The nmruing was bright and beautiful. Hucksters were
putting np their stands in the areades for the day’s busi-
ness. A new market elsewlhere, consisting of a series of
light, open pavilions, was one ol the best in arrangement
I have ever seen.

Tlaxeala reealls some such provincial Italian place as
Estc, scat of the famons historic house of that name. Tt
has onee been mare important thau now. The persons
of principal consideration are the state employés. It is
the capital of Ehe smallest of the states, the Rhode Island
or Delaware of the Mexiean federation. I entered the
quarters of the TLegislature, and found there the Gov-
ernor, a small, fat, Indian-looking man, scarred with a
deep cut on his cheek, conferring with a committee of
his law-makers. There are eight of these in all, and they
receive an anuual stipond ol $1000 eaclt. In the legisla-
tive hall a space is railed off for the president and two
secretaries, There is a little tribune at this rail; from
which the speeches are made. The members face each
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other, in two rows, and comfortably smoke during their
sessions, after the custom of the Congress at Mexico also.
The rest is reserved for spectators.  Ou the walls are four
quaint old portraits of the earliest chiefs converted to
Christianity, all with «Don " before their names.

The seerotary of the Ayantamienta has in a glass ease
in his office some few idols, the carly charter of the city
and regnlations of the provinee, and the tattered silken
banner earried by Cortez in the conquest.  This last, once
a riell erimson, is faded to a sbabby coflee-color, and the
silver lms vanished from its spear-head, showing copper
beneath. Tossed into corners were two large leaps of
old, vellam-bound books from the convents. This is a
common enough sight in Mexico. Treasures are abun-
dant here which our own connoissours would delight to
treat with the greatest respect. Apart {vom this there is
no other muscum nor especial display of antiqnity. The
town, kept nicely whitewashed, looks rather new. It con-
taing, however, the oldest chnrch
in Mexico. The chapel of San
[ranciseo, part of a dismantled
convent, now used as a barracks,
bears the date of 1529, and with-
in it are the flvst baptisinal fout
(the sane in which the Tlaxeca-
lan chicfs above-mentioned were
baptized by Cortez) and the first
Christian  pulpit in  Ameriea,
The ceiling is of panelled cedar,
picked ont with gilded snns and
the like. The approach is up an inclined plane, shaded
with ash-trecs. Through three large arches of an entrance
gate-way, flanked by a tower, the town below appears as
through a series of frames. A assive churcli in the

QLD FONT AT TLAXCALA.
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town plaza was cracked and wofitted for use by an earth-
quake in the year 1800, and its ruins stand untonched,
with the bells still hanging in the steeple.

TIE FIRST CUHRISTTAN PULPIT TN AMERICA. TLAXCALA,

To counterbalance this a modern chuich, very white,
and 2 landmark to all the country round aboiit, has besn
pat up on the high bLill of Qcatlan, a conple of miles
back. I elimbed there aud looked down npon the pros-

pect.  'Women and girls were going up to the sancinary

with bunches of roses, on some religious exrand. There
were wild pinks by the wayside, the air was full of the
twittering of birds, and the chimes rang musically.
Looked down upon from the height, Tlaxcala was seen
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TART OF CONVENT OF BAN FRARCISCO. TLAXCALA.

to be a compact little place, flat-roofed, low, almost ex-
actly square. The wide bed of the Zatnapan River, now
very shallow, wound by it. The opposite hills, hung
over by vapors and rhin-clonds with changing lights
among them, were now purplish and vow indigo black.

VI

On the floor above me at my lodging resided, in a
comfortable way, a doctor. Ile had with him a friend,
French by nationality but long resident at Mexico, who
was at presont paseando o little here for his health.  This
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gentleman confided to me, mysterionsly, that, since spend-
ing some time here, he had reason lo believe that there
werg mines of silver and gold in the vicinity. In fact,
he knew of some. ““An Indian, some years ago,” he said,
“bronght to the padre of one of the ehnrches two pa-
pers containing a fine dust. It was poudre d’or—-gold-
dust—-nothing less.  What do you think of that#?

I thought highly of it—as 1 always do of treasure
stories ; nothing is more cntertaining,

“There are iudieations, in reading history,” he went
on, “that mueh of the supply of the precious metals in
the time of the Conquerors was taken from here. You
are aware that most of the valuable mines were aban-
doned by the Spaniards in the terrors of the War of In-
dependence, and have never since been worked.. Often
their very loeation has been fargotten. I have n friend
here who las certain knowledge of a place where poudre
&’or can be found.”

He paused, perhaps to allow dn offer to be made for
an ititerest in the attracbive euterprise, but none was
made. '

ITe continued, alluvingly : *“ 1t is my futention to enter
into thorongh explorations, now that I have leisuie, as
goon as my bealth is slightly more restored.”

I took the seat beside the driver on the ancient convey-
ance, going back to Santa Ana. We went along sandy
lanes, in which the rain of the night before was ahuost
dry, and between hedges of magwcy. Maize on the right
—tall bat slender, and withont the large ears we are ac-
enstomed to; barley and wheat on the left. All the
couniry fertile. Malinche boldly in sight, and a sky of
rolling clouds, as in Holland. Shock-headed Indian c¢hil-
dren, with & Chinese look, holding babies, and peering at
us out of rifts in palisades of organ-cactus. Dright skeins

10%*
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of wool in door-yards, and glimpses of peasants weaving
serapes in interiors. I recolleet that morning as one of
a few of unalloyed content. Perhaps it was because, in
being at Tlaxealn, T had gratified a curiosity of an exeep-
tional cagerness. '
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XVIILI.

MINES AND MINING TRAITS, AT PACHTCA AND REGLA.

1.

Wi bought tickets for Inchuca at the ITotel Gillow,
in Mexico. DPachnea, one of the earliest, and richest, of
the mining districts in the country, notable for both its
earlier and Jater history, is, fortunately, also one of the
niost accessible to the traveller from the capital.

We took the train, from Bunena Vista Station, at six in
the morning. At Omeltusco, forty miles down the Vera
Cruz Line, a group of diligences stood in waiting. Our
own proved to be drawn by eight mules—two wheelers,
four in the centre, and two leaders. We jolted along exe-
erable roads, turned out where the mud-holes threatened
to engulf us, and rode instead over high maguey stemps
which threatened to huel us back into themn. The coun-
try was covered with magneys. The driver, by whom 1
sat, on the box-seat, for the better view of what was pass-
ing, asked tne, in & patronizing way,

“Ilave the Norte Amecricanos also pulquef and do
they se borrachar (got drunk) with it, like people here ¥?

We reached San Agostin, & shabby adobe hamlet, at
eleven o’clock, waited there a while for the Philadelphia-
built. horse-car on the tramway, of whieh I have hefore
spoken, and were at Pachuca about snndown, - As to sce-
nery, historically, and from the point of view of its re-
turns, Pachuca is rivalled among mining districts perhaps
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only by Guanajuato; but the place itself is shabby, and,
lying nine thousand feet above the sca, its atmosplicre is
raw and penétrating even in Joly. Regularly every after-
noon blow up a breeze and a dust like those which have
attained celebrity at San Francisco.

There were said to be ten thousand miners at work in
the district. Derhaps five hinndred are British subjects,
originally from the tin mines of Cornwall.  They mani-
fest in their new surrcundings a rude independence of
character amounting to swrliness. I heard here of my
Fronch engineer who had been sent over to examine
mining property. He had cocentrieally given his left
hand, after a way some Frenchmen have, to the eaptain
of one of the mines, on his descent, and the celony talked
of nothing but this. They had banded together to guy
and mislend hin in his inquiries as much as possible, and
one of them told me, with a bitterness the trivial cirenm-
stance hardly seemed to warrant, that if he came again,
witli his supereilions way of treating people, they would
try to tumble him into some pit. Qur poor friend, I
fear, went away, if he believed what was told him, with
some very singular items of information.

II.

Pachuea has become a gond-sized eity within a compar-
atively modern period, while Real del Monte, adjoining,
once more Important, still remains a village. The Eng-
lish elemnent is not new Iu either. There was probably
more of it toward 1827 than cven now. Onu the close of
the War of Independenice an impression went abroad of
most brillinnt profits awaiting whoever would furnish
capital to reopen and work the old Spanish mines aban-
doned and rained in the disasters of the long struggle.
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The idea was scized npon with especial avidity in Eog-
Jand. It was represented that but two simple things were
necded : tle puneping-ont of the water which had ae-
cumulated in the disused shafts, and improved machinery
for working at lower levels, than those whieh had been
within the reach of the primitive appliances of the coun-
try.  Seven great Fuglish companies were formed, which
proceceded to pour out milliens upon millions of pounds,
distributing the money among the several wmining dis-
tricts of chicf repute; and these half depopulated Corn-
wall for lnborers {or the new interests. The idea was
in itself & good one.  Mexico had produced in three hun-
dred ycars of mining, according to the cstimate of Hum-
boldt, $1,767,952,000 of value in the precious metals.
The yield had been going on before the Revolution at
the rate of $30,000,000 yearly. It was an induslry of
the greatest regularity. From 3000 to 5000 mines were
in operation, and constituted its chief wealth. Its towns
were mining towns; its greal families mining families.
The foands from this source had built the churches, the
dams for irrigation by which the great agricultural
estates were brought under cultivation, and had supplied
the gifts and loans to the King by which the mnobility:
secured their titles. DBy the Revolution this source of
wealth was exhausted and dried up. The new Congress
of the country felt the imperative need of doing some-
thing to rcopen it, and cuconraged the advent of foreign
eapital by a legislation which is still felt as a liberalizing
inflnence in mining matters.

The idea was a good one, as I say, but the foreign in-
vestors did not sufficiently cstimate the diffioul¢les of their
undertaking, the novelty of the country, language, per-
sons, and processes, and the physiesl obstacles with which
they hed to deal. Almost withoni exeeption they lost
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menay. Fhe “hoom” of 1824 was followed by a panic
in 1826, a general depression at home, and, in conrse of
time, the transfer of the interests to cheaper hands.

Among the English companies inentioned was the Real
del Monte Comnpany, which bought up, among others, all
the mines of the Count of Regls, at Real del Monte and
Pachuca. These had produced in fifty years $26,500,000.
The history of the growth of the Count’s magnilicence is
bricfly this. TIIis principal vein, the Biseaina, had beon
worked eontinuously from the middle of the sixteenth
century. s yicld in 1726 was nearly $4,500,000. In
the beginning of the eighteentl century it was abandoned
in consequence of the iwmpossibility of drainage with the
defective appliances of that day. A shrewd individual
toole up these mines aiew in later years, and associated
with him Don Pedro Tereros, a small capitalist, who be-
came hig heir,  In 1762 Tereros struck a honanza, and in
twelve years took out $6,000,000. Ile procurcd the title
of Comet of Regla Ly his munificent gifts to Charles I1L.,
and, investing lis money judiciously, entered upon the
career of splendor to which reference has heretofore been
made.

By 1801, however, he found himself at such a depth
with his levels that the yield was insuflicient to pay the
expensea of extraction, and the mincs were agaiu disused.
Tt was in this condition that the English company took
them, knowing full well that there was treasure in the
deeper levels, and proposing to bring it out with its
improved machinery and Cornish labor.

The director took a salary of $40,000 a year, built him-
self a castellated palace, and rode out with a body-gnard
of fifty horsemen. A magnificent road was built to Reg-
la, six Joagues away. Tho only aceess thither, for the six
hundred mules of the Count of Regla, had been by a dan-

YEd

[T T

b e ¢ et e

L e

L.



P

MINES AND MINING, AT PACHUCA AND REGLA. 931

gerous bridlepath, Ilive Jarge steam-engines aud lesser
wachinery were dragged up from the coast at Vera Cruz,
occupying the labor of o hundred men and seven hundred
mules for five months.

In all this probably a million pounds was consumed.
Treasure was not found as cxpected—whab there was ap-
poearing instead in new mines.  After struggling hope-
lessly a while the management passed into other hands.
The parade was dispensed with, and the costly machinery
sold out, to & Mexican company, for about its value as
old iron, and then the property began to pay.

An English “Anglo-Mexican Company” aleo owned
mnines at Pachuea, and in like manner came to grief,
There was an clement of luek in all this too, it must be
admitted. Loess than a Taundred feet from where work
was stopped in the Rosarie, for instance, one of the mines
of the latter, the ncw company struck a bonanza, which
has been paying muunilicenlly ever since.

The present director, Seiior Llandero y Cos, a brother
of the Seeretary of State, lives in the same eastellated
palace, but on a simpler scale. T had reason to know
that cven he had had not a little to suffer from the
fierce independence of his surrounding Cornishmen. I
descended into two of the richest mines, Santa Gertrudis
and San Rosario. Of these Sante Gertrudis has paid in
a brief space thirty-nine dividends of $20,000 each.

IIL,

The interior, even of the richest Mexican silver-rine,
is hardly what the noviee might expeet. You put a can-
dle, pasted by a lemp of 1nd, on the top of your hat and
crawl through all sorts of dark and dripping holes. Now
and then a guide flashes his Jight on some black and gray-
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ish discolorations with a look of professional pride, but
you do not exactly fall down in ecstasy over these. There
are no forks and spoons hanging ready to your Land, no
presentation plate, nor even ingots. The heaps of ore
about the shafts do not glitter, and secmn good for little
but to mend the roads. The prineipal shafts are about
sixteen feet in diamcter, the galleries five by eight, and
spaced about cighty feet apart. At the San Pedro mine
the pumping-engine was of one hundred and fifty horse-
power, antd another of the sane power drew up the mal-
acate, or skip, full of ore in bags of nmgucy fibre. In
some of the old mines, at Guanajuato and San Luis Po-
tosi, they tell us, peons siill tote the ore up the intermi-
nable ladders on their backs; but this, I think, must be
rare. The depth of the Santa Gerfrudis is abont six han-
dred feet. The material is marl, hwestone, and gnartz,
all of a soft eharacter and easy to work, but requiring a
heavy timbering-up. The clothing of the laborers is ran-
sacked for nuggets by three separate scarchers in turn, ag
they emerge from their work.,

There is a Government School of Practical Mining at
Pachuea, to whick stidents are sent after finishing the
theoretical conrse at the Minsria, ar school of technology,
in Mexico. The dirvector, an affable man, showed as the
process of beneficiating, or extracting the metal from the
rough ore, iv minjature. You see the rock {irst crushed
and rceduced, with water, to a paste, then mingled with
sulphate of copper, common salt, and quicksilver, which
get hold of the metsl. The guicksilver is afterward with-
drawn and reservoed for continued use. Ile gave me, also,
a paruphlet of his on a pew forin of application of “Ta
Accion Mechanica del Viento”-—the wechanical action
of the wind. A large wind-mill was moving in the
conrt-yard made in accordance with his principle, which
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substituted large zine cones for the ordinary sails and
slats, .

The extracting proecsses were more entertainingly scen,
however, at the beneficiating haciendas themselves. The
“Loreto™ is onc of the principal. The ore is crushed
either by the Cornisiu stamyp, which drops a succession of
iron-shod beams upon it; the Chilean mill, whieh grinds
it by means of superposed revolving stones; or the ar
rastra.  The last is the most primitive, cheapest, and still
most in use. The crushing is done by common stones,
hung to the arms ef a horizontal cross, dragged round and
round in a civenlar bed by mule-power.

Then follows the making of fortes, « the patio system,”
which had its origin herc in 1557, Numerous large mud-
pies of the powdernd ore ani water are laid oat on u vast
open eourt floored with wood.  The chemicals mentioned
are thrown in in suceessive stages, and troops of broken-
down horses are driven avomnd in the mass for from two
to three weeks in succession, tharoughly mingling it to-
gether. It is then brought in wheel-barrow Joads to wash-
ing-tauks, where men and boys puddle it bare-legged till
the metal falls to the bottom and the detritus runs away.
“Rebellions” vres ave trented by first caleining, then sep-
arating with merenry by *“the barrel process.” This last
is done chicfly at the hacienda of Velasco, on the way to
Regla. : c
Of thie two hundred and sixty-seven inines in tiie dis-
triet, seven are worked by the Real del Monte Company.

-The paying mines are comparatively new, discovered

within the last twenty or thirty years. The old Spanish
mines do not pay, and are, in fact, little worked. The
stories of old Spanish mines, abandoned, perforee, at the
date of the Independeuce, and ready to yield splendid
returns to whoever will reopen them, serves very well as
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romance; buat it must be remembered that sixty years
have elapsed since the Independenee, and there have been
plenty of prospectors with a shrewd cye for gain in the
country in the mean time. The Mexicans thenselves are
good miners, 1t will not do to look on with amnsed con-
temph even where very primitive processes are largely
retatined, for these are often better adapted to the peenl-
iar conditions than any others. Thus the puddling of
the fortas by mules and human legs, with labor at but
thirty eents a day, is deliberately preferred to machinery.

Whoever might care to make purchases in sueh a place
wonld do well to buy among the newly discovered mines.
Or one may yet prospeet for himself, for the district ap-
pears by no means exhansted. Ilobbers in the state of
Hidalgo long served as an hmpedinicut to freedom of
prospecting in out-of-the-way places, and 1t js only of late
that their power has been broken. The last Governor
is said to have shot three hundred of them, Wild-cat
properties and pitfalls of the usual sort await the un-
wary here. That perversity which, by samc natural law,
scems to take hold upon dealers in mines as well as in
horses possesses them in Mexico not less than elsewhere.

The Mexican mine is divided into twenty-four imagi-
nary cqual parts, barras, and fractionnl parts of these are
bought and sold as its stock.

Iv.

As to the mining laws of the country, I have leard
them deseribed by some Americans as better than our
own. In certain respects this is true. The renrchensi-
ble looseness with which ‘our American “district record-
ers” receive conflicting claims covering the same property
many times ovor is nuknown. An official goes to the
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field and settles the equity of the case at onee; and never
rocords bub ove title. Litigation about the original title
of a Mexican mine is alinost unknown, while that of an
Aumeriean mine of any vale is invariably in litigation.

On the other hand, there are some drawbacks, While
a foreigner may hold property in mines in Mexico with-
out being subject to the obligation of residence, 18 in re-
spect to other real estate, provided he have a resident
partner, nobody in Mexico, foreigner or otherwise, can
acquire & mine outright and in absolute ownership. e
cannot own it in fee, no matter what siom lle pays for it.
The legal theory is that the title to a mine is only tlat
of “conditional possession,” and in the nature of . usu-
fruct, which is “the right of using and enjoying a thing
of which the owner is another”” On violation of the
conditions the title reverts to the sovereignty—formerly
the Jing of Spain, now the Republic of Mexico. The
body of the Ordinances as at present followed was pro-
mnigated by the King of Spain in the year 1783, To
allow a mine to stand idle is assumed to be an injury to
those who might otherwise work and extract profit from
it. 1t is enacted, therefore, as follows:

“T (the Xing) order and command that any one who
shall for four consecntive months fail to work a mine,
with four operatives, regularly employed, and ocenpied
in some intorior or exterior work of real utility and ad-
vantage, slall thereby forfeit the right wldeh he way
have to the mine, and it shall belong to the denouncer
who proves its desertion.”

The miethod of acquiring title fo 2 new and original
mine is to go before the proper officer in the district
in which it has been discovered and register a clain.
Ninety days is then allowed to any other persons who
may advance pretensions to it also, to appeat, after which
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it is confirmed to bLim whose ease is best established.
Abandoned and forfeited properties are “ denonnced ”
by & similar formality. Veins or mines may be de-
- nounced not only on ecommon lands, but those of any
private individual, on payiug for the surface occupied.
In ovder, however, to obviate malicions or idle destruc-
‘tion, the scarcher may be made to give sccurity, before
beginning bis trial, for any danage he may oecasion to
the owner of the ground. Sites and waters for redue-
ing works are included in the same permission.

The denouncer must take possession and begin the
prescribed work withio sixty days. The discoverer may
have three perfenéncias, or claiws, continnous or inter-
rupted, o any principal vein which is absolutely new.
The pertenencie causists of two Inmdred mitres along
the line of the vein and one hundred on cach side {or as
the miner may desire), as weasured oun a level. A per-
son, not the discovercr, can denounce two contiguous
mines, on the same vein, but one may acquire as many
others as he likes by purchase.

The ancient code created a General Tribunal of Min-
ing for New Spain, and gave it cognizance of all mining
matters. Tt was composed of a P’resident, Directorgen-
eral, and three Depnties-general, clected by tlie Rewles,
or mining districts, and two Deputics besides, elected by
each eal. The fleal had to be a place containing a
chnreh, six mines, and four redueing establishments, in
actual operation. The qualifications for holding office
were, that one should have heen engaged in practieal
mining for ten years, that he should be an American, or
Europsan Spaniard, free from all inferior blood, and that
lie should agree to “defend the mystery of the Immacn-
late Conception of Our Lady.”

It would seem that offices were not always in as active
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demand as in our days, for heavy fines are enacted for
non -aceeptance on election, besides being compslled to
serve afterward.  An honest and straightforward puarpose
appears in the roics of procedure quite worthy of imita-
tion elsewliere. et us cite some examples.

“As sald classes of causcs and suits,” says the King,
“onght to be determined between the parties briefly and
summarily, according to manifest trath and good faith,
as in commercial transactions, without allowing delays,
declarations, or writings of lawyers, it is my will that
whenever any persons appear in said Royal Tribunals . ..
to institute any action, they (the tribunals) shall not ad-
wit any complaint or petition in writing until after they
have cited the parties before them, if it be possible, so
that, hoaring orally their complaints and answors, they
may sctile with the greatest despateh the suits or dispute
befween them ; and not being able to suceeed in.this, and
the watter in question excceding the valuc of twa hun-
dred dollars, petitions in writing will be admitted, pro-
vided they be ot drawn up, arranged, or signed by law-
yers. . .. In the judgments which may be prenoanced no
consideration shall be paid te any defanlt in observing
the minute fornmlitics of the law, or fo inaccuracies or
other defeets; but, in whatever stage of the proceedings
the trnth way be ascertained, the causes shall be decided
and adjudged.”

The legal fraternity had scenved a repnte for some-
times misleading justice, it is scen, even so far back as
this, There appears to have been a Consulado, or Tri-
bunal of Comumnerce, upon pretty wmuch the same plan.
This ancient system has been swept away by vatious
stages. Since the dny of the republic the power ‘once
vested in the old tribunal has been lodged with the ordi-
nary civil courts and political authorities.

-
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It is doubtful whether mining has ever been pursuved
to better advautage, made more productive and regular,
and mare effectively freed from the element of wild-cat
spectlation, than in New Spain of the period considered.

There wero decrees to prevent miners, cspeeially those
of afflnence, from wasting their snbstance. Negligence in
tunnelling, imperfect ventilation, and the like, by which
life and health are endangered, were severely punished.

Criminals and vagabonds were wmade to labor in the
mines, but the main bulk of laborers in carly tiwes con-
sisted of the Indians, apportioned to proprictors as repar-
tamientos, and held in a kind of slavery.

V.

The gorgeous Count of Repla was a great mine-owner
here in his day. It wag hence that he would have taken
the ingots for tho Iling of Spain to ride upon from the
coast to the capital, should they have been ealled for by
an actual acceptanee of his splendid invitation before
mentioned.

His ancient beneficiating hacienda of Regla, say eigh-
teen miles from Pachuea, is of great interest. A most
excellent wagon-road, constineted by the Real del Monte
Company, at large cxpense, leads to it. As many as
eighty heavily loaded ore-wagons, cach drawn by from
cight to a dozen mules, traverse if. in a single day.

Sehior Liandero y Cos kindly provided wus, for this aud
the remaining part of onr expedition, with horses and a
mozo, to be kept at our convenience. White posts of
sabstantial wasoury dotted the abrapt slopes, by way of
locating the various claims. Some lonesome-looking
wooden structures, not unlike Swiss chalets, generally
marked the shafts of the smaller mines as we went on-
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ward, while & small @rrastra or two was turned by mule-
power in the neighborhood. One, called the Fortune, if
what wag said were true, should rather have been the
Misfortunc or the Lil-fortune, for it had never produced

- a tlaco of profit.

Convolvuli and fragrant flor de San Juan touched
with a trace of beauty the sterile hills. Real del Monte,
einbowered in rich woods, presented a seene like a fiue
Jandseape in Pennsylvania. We stopped first at the old
Presidio, above the Tereros Mine, where the conviets
drafted for mining labor were formerly kept; then dis-
mounted and went down a ravine, to see the mouth of »
tunnel, seven thousand yards in length, built to drain the
works of the original Real del Monte Company.

Iamlets were set near together along the voad, and the
conntry contivued bold and generously wooded. At the
abandoned Movan Mine, one of the Count of Regla’s prin-
eipal treasurestores in its time, we found picturésque re-
mains of walls and colimns, with a round tower, which
had once countained a hoisting drwn. It was obliged to
be abandoned, like the Sanchez, in the vicinity, for lack
of water. Ncar the Sanchez is the month of the gen-
eral drainnge tunnel constructed by the Connt. Esteemed
very important in its day, it has beeu wholly eelipsed by
works on a Jarger seale prevailing in the mean tine.
Velasco, where ¢ rebellious” ores are treated, is presided
over by an English snperintendent. Ie had in use &
crushing-tachine of still a different pattern {rom those
described. Heavy iron rockers, driven by steam-power,
were worked back and fortl: upon the ore in a bath of
water. It was claimed that ene-fonrth more work eould
be done with this at an equal expenditire of power than
by the Chilean mill. Attaclied to the establishment in
the usual way were a charming villa and gardens. The
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superintendent at Paclhinca somctimes came there to pass
a fortnight’s vacation, _

The immediate approach to Regla is along the side
of a deep tropical harranca. Bananas grow generonsly
within it, and a palm-thatched Indian village crowns its
opposite verge. The lacienda itself is set down in a
most impressive natural formation. It is encompassed
by grand colummniated cliffs of basalt, like tlose of the
Giant’s Causeway. The celumns are liexagonal in shape,
with an average diameter approaching three feet. At
places whole areas of them have Deen disturted and
twisted hither and thither in the cooling, with & most
wild and singular cffect.

A cascade like a little Niagara tumbles roaring down
among them, and furnishes the strong water-power
for the works. The hacienda belongs to the Real def
Monte Company, and it is chicfly ores of that company
which are brought to this strangely attractive scene to be
treated. Troops of horses were going reund in the usual
way in a greab walled patio, making the tortas. Con-
neeted with this were smelting-(nrnaces and kindred
buildings of many sorts. Madame Calderon de Ia Barea,
who also visited Regla, found it such a place as might
have been conjured nup by magie, by some giant enchant-
er, for his own purposes. Medimval-looking towers,
gateways, terraces, a chapel, and prison garnish it.  Op-
posite the chapel is a preity residence, Moorish iu aspeect,
surrounded by vines and flowers. The whole is said to
have cost some two willions of dollars.

We spent a night lhere with the superintendent, Don
Ramon Torres, a youngish man, who lad lcarned his
-avocation in the mines at Guanajuato. Te seemed but
too .delighted, in Lis comparative isolation, to entertain
company and honor the introduction of his chief, Seror
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Llandero. Ile dwelt in.his talk npen the lack of ambi-
tion ameng the Iundian laborers. He said, among other
things, that in the Tierra Caliente the women wera better
workers than the men,

iyl

SUTERINTENDENT'S MOUSE AT REGLA.

Our next stage from here was to be the hacienda of
Tepenacasco, near Tulancingo, where Mr. Brocklehirst -
and myself had been invited to visit, in order to witness,
the manner of life on one of the great country estates:
Regla is rather famous for thander-storms, and on the 5.
day of our departare we had one of the tradmohéﬂ ‘séut.
Within a fow minutes after its commenceimstit Bk fedst
eade was blood-red with soil torn wvut by fhe- swolled
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stream.  The storm abated at first, but we cncountered
it in renewed fury on wide green uplands like an Ilinois
praivie, known as the Plains of Mata. As we galloped
in the midst of it, the rain pouring in torrents from our
rubber blankets, the lightnings (rayes) darted into the
ground, now on this side, now on that, in a way which
I can only compare —perhaps too trivially-—to spearing
for olives in a jar with a fork. The rayos ave dan-
gerous in this region, as naturally on open plains every-
where, and erosses mark places where lherdsien have
been stricken down among their flocks. One of these
vietims had been found reecently, with his animals gath-
ered around in a circle at close quarters staring at him
cariously, while he lay stark on his face.

The vain liad its lulls and relapses, and twice in sucecs-
sion we took shelter under the sheds of isolated ranchitos
which we fell in with. We were joined here by an occa-
sional plouglinan, wearing the leng cloak of course woven
grass, which diverts the water from the wearer. We were
joined, too, by all the domestic animals of the neighbor-
hood. The wait at the last retreat scewied as if it would
never end. At last a pig ventured forth, and we said, idly,
that if he should return we would acecpt it as an angury
that the deluge was over and the waters had ceased upan
the face of the earth. Sure enough, he came back pres-
ently, munching » green carrot-top; and, receiving this
like the olive-branch brought to Noaal, we sallied farth.
Our confidence proved well justified. A lovely prismatic
bow of promise was presently set in the sky, the clouds
rolled away, scattering their last lingering drops, the rills
babbled merrily, and the face of the country sparkled
with an cuohanting freshness, We paused again briefly
at & hacienda which belonged to the Governor of the
state. The main building was large, plain, and yellow-

e —p—r
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PLOGGIIMAK IN GRAZY CLOAK.

washed, and had before it an enclosed threshing- floor,
on which grain is tramped out by the feet of horses. A
young American girl bad been omployed as governess
iere up to a recent date,
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It was now toward evening. The sunset glowed warm
upon the little hamlet of Acatlan, through which our road
was seen winding below. In its midst lay a distcantied
convent, with belfries still standing, which from a dis-
tance rescmbled an Euglish ruined abbey. It was found
on being reached, however, unlike the Jalier, to be built
of bricks and adobe. I had at first taken this for ounr
hacicnda itself, but the hacienda proved equally attractive
in a different way. After a couple of miles farther oun
we sent back our horses and guide with a warm wissive
of thanks to their owner, and were hospitably installed at
‘Tepenacasco.
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XIX.

A WEEK AT A WEXICAN COUNTRY.-HOUSE

1.

Wrrir a taste for country life, so novel a domain to
explore, and constantly agreecable weather, I found a
week’s stay at the hacienda one of the most agreeable of
experiences, Irom a distance the cxtensive habitation
has a stately air like some ducal residence.  In approach-
ing it you pass {irat throngh fields of maguey and blos-
soming alfalfa, then by a long stone corral for cattle,
extensive barracks and liuts of laborers, and .4 pond
bordered with weeping willows, It is built of rabble-
masonry and plaster, whitewashed, and consists of 2 single

- liberal story. The dwelling, with nnmerons connected

o)

buildings, makes in all a fagade of abouk six hundred fect.
A Delfry, with two tiers of bronze bells hung in arches,
sets off the centre. The large windows are defended by
cage-like iren gratings. A door, flanked by holy-water
fonts, at the left of that forming the main entrance,
opens into a family chapel. In a gable above the main
entrance is inseribed this inolto—which lias not, however,
prevented the hacienda from being the secne of more
than one sack by revolutionary forces: _

“lon aqueste destierro iy soledad disfruto del tesoro de
la paz”—“In this retivement and solitude I enjoy the
treaswre of peace.”

Immediately in front of the buildings is laid ont, after
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a usual custom, a substantially paved and enclosed area,
semicircular at one end, used as a threshing-floor. Troops
of running horses are driven around liere npon the grain,
like those in Lhe palio process, only in a very much live-
lier fashion. The long facade was wade up in part of
massive {rojes, or granaries, comprised under the same
roof as thie honse. Each #roje has a special name of its
own inseribed upon it. There were, for instance, the
“Troje de lu Fspigero” (“ Uorn in the Ear”), the « Troje
de le Toja” (“Tiled Roof”); and the “ Troje de Limbo
and “ Lroje de Nuestro Seitor del Pilor?” The walls
of these granaries were of greab thickress, in order to
prescrve the contents cool and at an eveu temperature.
Heavily huttressed, and with their Jong lines of picrs, a
yard squave, extending down the dim interiors, they are
more like basilicas of the early Christian era than siniple
barns. The central cluster of buildings aloue, not count-
ing those detached, covers perbaps from four to five
acres. Mounting to the roof and looking over its cx-
panse, broken by the openings of numerous courts, you
seem to be contemplating, as it were, some agricnitural
Louvre or liscorial. Its rear wall is washed by a presa,
or artificial pond for irrigation, which stretches away like
a lake. Beyond this rises a charming grassy hill, called
the Cerro. We eliinbed the Cerro, and lounged away
more than ono afternoon there in sketching, and contem-
plating the beautiful Jevel valley of Tulancingo, spread
out below, ' :

The white hacienda with red roofs lay. in front, re-
flected clearly in jts pond. Tulancingo was a white pateh
at a distance, and other white patches nearer by were the
ltamlets of Jaltcpee, Awmatlan, and Zupitlan-——the latter in
roins.  Straight, lane-like roads led from one to another,
The mountaius on the horizon afforded glimpses of ba-
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saltic cliffs of the same formation as those at Regla, and
of the white sinoke of charcoal-burners rising from their
forests. Cattle wandered iu fine lierds in the grassy past-
ure, cach tended by its herdsman and dog. We saw =
troop of them at twilight comne te drink at the pond, and
the complication of all their moving forms was curiously
picked out in silhouelte against the gleaming brightness
of the watcr.

At evening there returned to tho court-yard of the ha-
cienda, to dishand after their day’s labor, soinctimes as
many as forty ploughmen. If it had rained they wore
their barbarie-looking grass cloaks. They drove yokes
of oxen and bulls harnessed to the primitive IEgyptian
plongh, and carried long goads to prod their animala
Alter them rode in now aml then an armed horsoinan,
wrapped in his serape, who overlooked and guarded them
at work. At the same time eame iroops and droves of
the other animals needing to be housed: black swine from
the grassy slopes of the Cerro; mules released from har-
ness; young horses and mules wot yet put Lo work;
mileh-cows, and young steers and heifers, each wending
its way sedately to its own department.

Most of the ecattle, I observed, were hornless. This is
brought about by a practice of paring the young horns
when first sprouting. It would seem that this might be
desirable among ourselves, both on the farm and espe-
cially in transporting caitle in the ears ordinarily in vse.
Milking-time camc only onee a day—in the morning—
and not, as with us, twice. The hind-legs of the cows
are lassoed together when being milked. The calves of
tender age are slso lassced to the side of the mother,
and it is a quaint and amusing sight to see Lheiv impa-
tient demonstrations while awaiting the conelusion of the
proecess.
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I sat down one day with * Don Rafael,” the administra-
dov, or salaried manager, of the estate, to make a rouglumap
of its general distribution aud extent. The property proved
to be some eighteen miles in length by twelve in its great-
est width, and of very irregular pattern It had no less
than eleven large presas; formed by dams atb convenient
poinis for Irrigation. Tbe princioal dam was a mile in
Iength, and by means of it had been formed a lake of two
miles in its principal dimension. On the borders of this
stands the feudal-looking ruined bamlet, with church and
hacienda, of Zupitlan, before mentioned. The bulk of
the estate was in grass, but irregular patehes of ground
had been taken ont here and there for various erops, and
to eacl was giveu its speeial name. Thus the ficld of
San Tablo was devoted to maize and alfalfa; Las Animas,
San Antonio the Greater, and San Antonio the Less were
given up to maize; Del Monte und San Ignacio el Grande
to barley.

The magucyales, or maguey fieids, were of cansiderable
extent. The making of the pulgue from their product
was coufided to s special functionary ealled the tlachi-
quero. The heart of the maguey is cut ont at a certain
stage of its growth and a bow! thus formed, into which 2
gnantity of sweet sap continues to run regnlarly for sev-
eral months. DBy the end of that time the plant is dead,
and is uprooted and replaced by another. The sap is at
first called agua miel, or honey-water, which it resembles.
The tlachiquero makes a daily pilgrimage to the ficlds,
and draws off the agua miel by means of a Lulky siphon
formed of a gonrd. Sometimes he bears simply a bag,
made of undressed sheepskin, like the wine-skins of Old
Spain, on his back ; again, he ig accompanied by a donkey
loaded with a number of thesc skins. Ilc transfers the
sap to these bags, and reburns with it to a department of
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his own, calicd the Tinccal. Lhere he pouts it into shal-
low vats of undressed skin, where it is allowed to ferment.
Without describig the proeess farther in dotail, in a fort-
night it is ready for sale or for home consnmption.

The pasture fields have their distinctive titles also.
There were, for instance, San Gactano, San Ysidro, and
San Dionysio; and, again, the corrals of San Ricardo,
San Gactano, and Las Ialmas, where cattle were enclosed
at variouns times.  Dairy-farming was the prineipal indns-
try of the estate. Lts neat caftie numbered seventeen
handred head. The pay-roll showed a total for the week
of eight hundred and fifty men and boys,

The living apartments of the dwelling were set aleng
two sides of an arcaded court-yard, which had a disman-
tled fountain in the centre.  Offices annd store-rooms ocen-
pied the otlier two sides. A department for the butter
and clicese making had a special court to itself in the
rear.  One of the store-rooms contained an amnple supply
of agriealtnral implements. Thoese of the slighter sort, I
learned, suci as plonghs, spades, picks, hammers, and the
coa, a peculiar cutting-hoe, are made in the conntry,
at Apuleo, not far distant, where are also iron - works.
An iron pleugh made at Apuleo costs §7, while the im-
ported American plough costs $10. There are wooden
piteh-forks and spades among the implements. The
wooden, or Egyptian, plough is mueh more in nse than
that of iron. It cansists simply of a wooden beam shod
with an iron point, and has an adjnstable cross- pieco
for serviee in case the furrow nceds to be made wider.
The purpose to which it is most applied is that of turn-
ing shallow farrows betweeu rows of corn, and for this it
appears well enough adapted. At Pensacola, in the state

of Pucebla, such larger picces of agricultural machinery as

reapers, mowers, and separators arc manufactured.
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IT.

We lappened, amoug other accommodations, in onr ex-
ploration of the corridors, upon a prison, deseribed as for
use in locking up the refractory peons when they will nok
work.

“Can you do that? Ilave you, then, such an absolute
power over them ' [ asked our lost, in some surprise.

“Why, no,” he replied, in effect, deprecatingly, I sup-
pose not; but, you see, now and then it is the only way to
manage them, and we have to. It is not civilizated, that
people,” he continned, in an English which left something
to be desired, “and we do the best what we can.” .

This seems sowething very like a feudal control on
the part of the hacendado, but his numerons dependents
do not seem to complain of it, Cases of protest before
the agistrates are rarely known, and shonld they be
made it is not likely, since the muagistrates are friends of
their masters, and of the same social station, that they
would meet with any great attention.

We found this laboring population living it squulid
stone huts, often six and cight persons in a room. The
floors were simply the dirt of the ground, and there was
sometimes not even so much as the usonal straw mat to
sleep or sit upon. We were told here again that the peous
are avaricious. They are believers in a general way, but
not greatly given to religion. Few attend the services at
the chapel, even on Sunday. They smnmon the priest
when about to die, but not otherwise. But few of the
children go to schicol.  As a whole, they seemed about as
wretched as the poor Irish, except for the advantage over
the latter in climate. In every interior is seen a woman
on her knees, rolling or spatting the interminable tortillas.
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The laborers ou the pay-roll were of two classes: these
employed by the week, and those cmployed by the year,
The former “found themselres;” the latter were “found”
by the estute, and paid a cerlain smn at the cnd of the
yeur. Wages ran from six cents a day for the boys to
thirty-seven for the best elass of adults.

IIT.

The admiuistrador was assisted, in the management of
the hacienda, by the mayor-domo and the sobresaliente,
who acted as his first and second lientenants; a caporal,
who had general charge of the stock ; and a pastero, who
had eharge of the pastuves. " The pastero it was who in-
dicated the condition of the various arcas of pasturage,
that the animals might be moved to one after another of

‘them in turn. These minor officers were of the native

Indian race. They were dark, swarthy men, very bandit-

looking wheo armed and mounted on hoerseback, but in

reality, when you came to kuow them, as mild and ami.
Lle persons as need be wished for.

One, “ Don Daniel,” supervised the butter and clicesé
making interest. A bool-keeper, #“ Don Angel,” kept an
account of all the property of the estate--—receipts, and
disbursements, and an inventory of stock—upon a system
which secmed a model of commniercial accuracy. Every
week a report wus forwarded to the owners, at Mexico,
apon a printed iijank filled out in the most exhanstive
detail, so that they conld sec at a glance how they stood.

The administrador, Don Rafael, was a steady-going
man of middle age, a native of San Lnis Potosi. lle
had land and easites, little houses, of his own, which he
rented. o bad aleo a house in the city of Tulancingo,
near by, occupied by his family, whom he visited once a

*
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weck., Ilis salary reached about 1000 a year, and he
could be called a person of substance. A conspicucus
scar on his forehead led it to be supposed that he wight
have scen servige in the field; bot he spoke with con-
tempt of the wars of his country when questioned abont
it, and said that e had got his scar in breaking a horse.

“ A sensible man can always find better ocenpation than
fighting,” lie said. I have busied myself with regular
industry. The North Awericans, now, nnderstand that,
They have good ideas.  There everybody works and gets
a littie aliead in the world.  Withont money in his pock-
et what is 2 mau good for? e might as well take hin.
self over to the ccmetery yonder at once and have done
with it.”

Don Angoel was young, mild, tacitarn, painstaking, and
a native of Old Spain, Ilis handwriting was small and
neat, and he had a great head for details. Ilis salary
was the sum of $400 a year. The revenues of the estate
which it was his province to cast up amounted, I was
told, to $20,000 a year.

Don Daniel, the hutter and cheese maker, was young
also, but large, handsome, rosy, and had exccllent teeth,
with coal-Dlack hair and beard. He was a model of ro-

bust health and lively spirits. He too had a wile at Tu-.

lanecingo, whom he visited every Snnday, returning Lefore
daylight on Monday morning, to be in time for the milk-
ing. Ile was given to strumming on a guitar in the even-
ing, and assembled around him in his room such gonviv-
tal spirits as the hacienda afforded. Nonsensical refrains
like
: « Amarille si, amarille no,
Amarillo y verde, me ho pinto,”

were heard proceeding from there long after more staid
and decorons persons werc in bed.




A WEER AT A MEXICAN COUNTRY-HOUSE  2b7

Another member of the household was, let us say,
“Manucl,” a boy of eighteen, looking younger, who had
formerly been a eadet at the natianal military school, He
was here Jearning the business of a hacienda, or, as some
said, he was a young scapegrace whom it was designed
to keep out of mischicf. At any rate, he was an aide-de-
eamp to Don Rafael, and took his orders abont on hotse-
back. Ile dressed, like Don Rafael, in a substantial suit
of buff leather, e was o very garrulons and communi-
ative person, and, as our attendant and gnide--in which
capacity he offered himself, T thiik, somewhat as an cx-
cuse for cseaping more oncrons labors—lic furnished us
much useful information. Ilis elders took a tone of rail-
lery with him, representing him as a very eallow youth,
wheso views were of no consequence, and who should
be seen but not heard from. They ridiculed his IFrench,
which he had learned at the military school, even allect-
ing wot to believe that it was French at all.  Our visit
was the eceasion for a strennoue effort on his part to set .
liimself right on this point.

“ Vaije pas bien dit?” he eried to us, across the gen-
crous dining-table where we sat together, streteliing at
the same time a bony, schoel-boy arn for aid in putting
the scoflers down.

One day we mounted to go to a beautiful clear spring
of water, which was admired cven as early as by Hume-
boldt in his travels. On others we visited the adjacent
hamlcts, or Tulancingo, from which, later, we were to
take the diligence homeward.  Again, wo made our ob-
jective points the various crops, & damn undergoing re-
pairs, or the remoter pastures and corrals.

The herdsman and a boy-assistant ai these corrals slept
at night in their blankets under a mere pile of stones.
The apper irrigating dams are discharged of their wa-
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ters, when it is desired, by the primitive device of lift-
ing up one cross-beam after another from a narrow gate
in the ecentre. Tn some of the maizcefields are look-out
boxes, aloft on high poles, as a device against crows and
other marauders, The genoral surface over which we rode
was the grassy plain, afording a delightful footing for
the Lorses. It was of a fresh, soft green, and enamelled
besides with flowers, like violets, the blue maravilla, and
many varieties of a yellow flower resembling the dande-
lion, but prettier.

Iv.

The reem {irst entered from the main corridor in the
hounse itself was devoted to the nses of a despacho, or of-
fice. Iere was the department of Don Angel, and the
master himself sometimes took his place behind the long,
baize-covered table, strewn with matters of business de-
tail, to hold aundience with the peons of the estate, who
came, with wide-brimmed hats iininbly doffed, to make
known various wants and complaints.  In the corners
stood rifles, spades, and the long branding-iron, which
is heated in the month of August to brand the young
cattle with the device of their owner.

. A fat dark peon enters, and proflers a request for an

“.allowance to be made him for a baptismn in his family.

“ A baptisin #* gays the master, briskly. * Well, now,
come on! Speak up; don’t stand mumbling there! Let
ns see what your ideas are.”

The man snggests, deferentially, fo begin with, the sum
of §3 for a guajolote, or turkey, as a pidce de résistunce
for his feast.

“You are always wanting a guajolote, you people. You
don’t need anything of the kind. IHowever, let us say
$1.50—twelve reals—for the guajolote. What next?’
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“The pulque—-about forty cuartillas of pulgue”

“Twenty cuartitlas of pulgue,” suys the master, ruth-
lessly cutting down the cstimate by hall. ¢« Well, what
next? Speak npl”? -

The peasant, onc of the laborers by the year, perse
verces, in his humble, soft voice, regularly making his
estitnate for cach article twice the real figure, and having
it as regulavly cut down.  Me eaps the whale by demand-
ing four reals for a sombrero, well knowing—and kuow-
ing perfectly well that his master kuows also—that the
kind of somhrero he would be likely to want costs but
one real. )

We had proposed to witness the festivities of this christ-
cning, but unfortunately delayed too Jong at table on the
evening of ita occunrrence, and lost it.  But the sky was
gloriously full of stars as we went out among the huts
and barvacks. A woman came out of one of the tene-
ments and made a complaint of a neighbor with whom
she had had 2 row, bnt got no great sympathy, and
hardly seemed to expect any, They are admirably po-
lite, these poor rustics—nobody can deny them that, As
we sat by the road one day at Amatlan, sketching, some
of the wotnen called to us as they went by :

“ Buenay dias, sefiores!  Como han pasado, ustedes,
la noche ?  Adios, sefiores I”-—* Good-day, sirs! How did
you pass the night? Good-bye, sirs {”

We liad not in any way first addressed thew, and they
did not stop, but went swiftly onward, scarcely turning
their heads to look, These and many more of the sort
are but their ordinary salutations.

The imnediate family at the hacienda consisted of one
of the several heirs, ¥ Don Eduardo,” his wife, mother,
and two small children, and their Indian nurses. They
were in the habit of spending but a small portion of the
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year hiere, and, when they came, lived in quite informal
style. Servants and cinployés, equally with ber inti-
mates, called the young mistress ©“ Cholita,” a diminutive
of her naine Soledad. There was Jittle or no reeeiving o
paying of visits, owing to the great distances to be trav.
ersed and the scarcity of neighbors.

V.

Social life in the conntry is hardly known. We had
piaho music and singing in the evening in u stately, din-
Iy-lighted salon of the style of the First Enmpire. One
day a large farm vehicle, gayly decorated with bonghs,
was brought around, all bands got into it, and we pro-
ceeded to the lake at Zupitlan for a pienic.  The provis
fons were carried on a litter by a couple of men, and 2
guard on horseback, with his rifie, rode along-side for onr
protection. Such a precaution was not absolutely needed,
perhaps, but:there had been a titme—before the Governor
of Hidalge had taken his sumimnary measnres—when the
brigands would bave swooped down from the adjacent
hills and seized npon such a procession with little cere-
mony. Afterdining @l fresco we amused ourselves with
shooting some of the ducks and erancs which abound on
the lake. '

We had choceelate and buns on rising in the morning,
and two over-liberal repasts, resembling cach other in
character, at noon and nine in the cvening. The dogs
swarmed in and out over the house, which presented the
aspect of a generous farn rather than a vilia.

It was designed in its day for much greater state. The
furniture, thongh battered and ruined now, was of the
charming artistic pattern of the First Empire, and all
the rooms were large and of fine proportions. In one of
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HULSE AN CHHLIREN AT TN LIACIENDA.

the two principal bedrooms the bed is raised npon a dais,
ascended by steps. In the other the corners are cut off
by columns, so 2s to give it an octagon shape. In threc
of these corners the beds are regularly built in between
the columns; the fourth is taken for a door. It so hap-
pened that I bad not read Madame de la Barca before
leaving home. Perhaps T had but a rather disparaging



2092 OLD MEXICO AND HER LOST PROVINCES.

idea of a work descriptive of Mexico coming down no
later than 1889. On taking it up after mwy retura I had
an opportunity to find how little the country had ¢hanged.
She too visited this hacienda of Tepenacasco.  She noted,
among other items, a quaint wall-paper, of a Swiss pat-
tern, on the octagon room. That very paper is there to
this day.

The proprictor was of guite a dilforent sort in those
times. He used to give bullfights in the counrt before
his portal, which is now a threshing-floor, and is said to
have entertained half the population of Tulancingo at
his table. Ie finally rnined himself by lis extravagance.
Tt is said, among other things, that if he took a sudden
notion to go to Mexico, a hundred and twenty miles
away, he: rode his horsos so hard that they sometimes
dropped dead under him,
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X -X -
ON HNORSEBACK AND MULEBACK T0 ACAPULCO.

1.

Tur time came at length-—all too soon—for my final
Mexican journey-—to the Pacific coast at Acapuleo, where
I was to take the steamer for San Ifrancisco.

I was adviscd not to go te Acapuleo.  There are always
persons veady to advise you not to do perfectly feasiblo
things. It was now August, and the rainy season had
begun in town itself. It began one afternoon with a
rush. I had been reading at the National Library, and,
coming out af four o’clook, found the streets 8 couple of
feet decp in water. The eabs, now at a preminm, and
some few mon on horseback, who could give a friend a
lift, gerved as impromptu gondolas upon these impromptu
canals. There were also cargadores, who, for a medio,
carried you on their backs from corner to corner. I was
told that ladies in the balconies, watching the animated
sight, now and then slyly held up a real, in consideration
ot which the cargador dropped some gallant in the water,
presenting a ridieulous sight. Such inundations last sev-
eral honrs before the sluggish sewers can carry off the
surplns water, and they leave the ground.floor habitations
of the poor in"but a cheerless condition, as may be im-
agined.

If this were to be added to the other embarrassments
of life every afternoon, it was not interesting to think of



264 QLD MEXICO AND HER LOST PROVINCES.

remaiving longer at the capital.  And yet, with Macbeth,
there scemned “nor fiying henee, nor tarrying here”  The
journey to Acapulco was represurted as very difficnlt and
dangorous. The route was a mere trail or foot-path, a
buen camino de pajaros-—a good road for birds. No
wheeled vehicle cver lad passed or ever conld pass over
it.  All this was, indeed, the case.  Three large rivers
were to be crossed, and these unbridged.

“ Suppose,” said the advisers, pulting the case fu that
bold and alarming way in which advisers delight, “that
these should be swollen by the fivods, as Is naturally to
be expected now in the rainy season. Yon wounld then
be delayed so long on their banks as to miss your steamn-
er, which touches at Acapuleo only once a fortnight.
Again, the road lics, for days at a time, in ravines and
the beds of streaws; bnt when the waters cecupy their
channels what room is there for travellers 7

If to this were added the natural reflections of the nov-
ice an the score of danger to property and persan in en-
tering apon so wild a section, the prospect was not at all
a pleasing one. Nevertheless it would e almost too much
to expect that & persoun bhound for California shonld come
back to the United Staies again in order to go there, and
I had a [irn conviction that the Acapnleo trip could be
made. '

11,
- I had negotiated a little already with an mrriero, or
muletecr, naned Vineente Lopez, in & street ealled Parque
del Conde. IIe wounld furnish a horse to ride, and a
munle to transport my baggage, each for $20--all other
expenses to be defrayed personally along the way—which
makes the three hundred miles come & good deal higher
than so much railway travel. I had thus dallied with
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the idea, and wy decision was precipitated by the sud-
den coming down of the rain. I hurried to Pargue del
Conde Street, and closed with Vincents Lopez. [ was
glad to learn from hiwm that he had also znother pa-
tron who was going, in the person of a colonel of the
army. The jouwrney, under the most favorable auspices,
constnes ten days on horseback, besides the day ocenpied
in going down by stage-coach to the provineial ¢ity of Cu-
ernavaca, where the bridle-path begins. Cousidering all
the ciremmstances as stated, there were many companions
oue would rouch less prefer to have than so presumably:
bold and well-informed a persou as a Mexican regular
officer.

Iie proved to be a veritable military man, a eolonel
who had seen twenty years' sorvice in difforent wars of
his conntry, and bore bullet-holes in his body as the re-
salt of them. Ile had begnn in the War of the Reform,
which overthrew the Chwreh and aristoeratic party; he
had fought against the French and Maximilian in the
second War of Independence; and, laslly, for the govern-
ment of Lerdo against Porfirio Diaz.  To the party of
the latter he was, however, now reconeiled, and he was go-
ing to take a command on the disturbed northern frontier.
If more were needed, he had Intely fought a duel, as he
told me, in which the weapons were sabres, and had so
slashed his opponent, a brother officer, that the latter was
laid up in & gricvons state at the hospital. A vacant bar-
acks had been set apart, by the War Department, for this
proceeding.  Avmy duelling, as on the Continent, is con-
nived at. The case secems to be that, if you fight, you are
afterward reprimanded; buf if you do not, yon are Likely
to be cashiered as pusillanitnons.

Not that the colonel was in all respects the most agree-
able of travelling companions. He was much wrapped

t2
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up in his own affairs at first, and later displayed sone
traits of a certain childish selfishness. :

Vingente Lopez collected our baggage at the appointed
time. Tle was a plausible person, and when be desired
the full amonnt of his bill in advance 1 had well-nigh
yielded to him, I sabmitted, however, as more equitable,
that one-half should be paid down and the remainder on
the completion of the jourucy according to contract.

“That would be equitable, indeed, for ordinary arie-
ros,” said Vineente Lopez, “but 1 mm one of especial
probity. [f is my habit to wateh aver the persons whe
confide themselves to my care with a tender solicitnde,
aud in the present instance I have intended to multiply
even my usual pains. I am one of those who have never
Lkoown whab 1t is o encounder on the way the slightost
delay or annoyance.”

Ie scemed wonnded in Iis finest sensibilitics by an ap-
pearance of mistrust, which was to him hitherto unknown.
Thers were considerations in his favor.  He said that the
colonel, at another hotel, had paid the full snn in ad-
vanee, and this proved true,  Whatever money was to be
takeu, besides, mnst be in the heavy silver coinage of the
country, $16 to the pound, and to e rid of the weight
and jingling of even a part of it was desirable.  Still,
on the whole, the contract was drawn in my way, by
the advice of the dark secretary of the Iturbide 1lotel.
Though it seccined almost crnel at the time to act in
this formal manner with so good a man, the precantion
proved in the sequel te be very useful.

IIT..

My colonel was accompanied down to Cuernavaca in -

the diligencia—in which we were all extremely jolted,

By e e
ST M
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dusty, and uncomfortable together—by two generals.
They had apparently come to give him parting direetions
about his mission. One of them was a thick-set, black-
bearded 1nan, with a husky voice, and a conspicuous scar
npon his face. T must not branch off tco much into side
issues, but the history of the scar was that, while com-
manding in Yueabtan, he had ordered to be shot, on some
of the ordivary revolutionary pretexts, a momber of the
powerful family of Gutierrez Estrada, a family with com-
mercial liouses in Paris, Mexico, and Mervida, and noted,
among other things, for the beauty and intelligence of its
- women. A brother of the victitn came over from DParis
as an avenger, sought out the general in question, met
him In a duel, and left this mark, which) at the time of
its infliction, brought the recipient to death’s door.

The city of Mexico is some 7500 feet above the sea,
and, having comne up, we now followed a great downward
slope. It abounds in bold poiuts of view, froin which the
prospects spread visiva-like at vast distances below. Cu-
ernavaea presents one of the most thrilling of these.
What is yonder singnlar detail in the valley 2 A haci-
enda set in the open side of an extloet volcanic erater,
of which the whole interior has been brought under sinil-
ing cultivation. And yonder yellowish spot? The sugar-
cane ficlds of the Duke of Monteleone. Ile is an Italian
nobleman of Naples, who inheritg, by right of descent, a
part of the estates reserved here for himself by Cortez.
The Conqieror was made * Marquis of the Valley,” with
his port at Tehuantepec, and an estate comprising twenty
large towns and villages, and 23,000 vassals.

Nowhere is there a guainter group of old rococo
churchies than that in this solid little city. They have
flying buttresses, of two arches in width, descending
quite to the ground; domes, and other inlay in colored

s
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porcelain tiles; and they are all clustered together, with
tombs and a battlemented wall about them. A student
of architectre coming this way with his sketch - book
in his hand could find material here for a mouth. I am
not sure that the trip could not be made enjoyably, as it
certainly conld economically, on foot, with an attendant
to carry a knapsack, as we met somne German naturalists
and prospectors making it farther on. Close by is a gar-
den on a great seale—the Jardin Borda-—to which one
obtains adwnittance for a fes. It has a stone fish-poud as
farge as a lake, terraces, urns, and statues worthy of the
most luxarious prince in Europe. I was told that it
could be bought for $5000. I asked the custodian abont
the owner—what he had been remarkable for.

“1lo had allos pesos,” veplied the man, which is Span-
ish for “a pile of movey.” DBushels of delicious man-
goes were rotting untouched along the walks. Irom
the outer terrace you look down inte the barranea which
Alvarado crossed by a fallen trce wheo sent by his iude-
faligable general againgt the disaflected Gonzalo Pizarro,
ITere arc guava, niango, pine-apple, banana, and plenty of
other froits, but not yet the coeoa-nut, which only flour-
ishes lower down.

Boliold us ready to set forth on the trail! Vincente
Lopez 13 not present, strange to say, to cask about us the
fostering carce he has prowised.  On the contrary, he has
quietly sold out his contract and gone baek to the Pargne
del Conde with his profits, We are in the hands of a
new muleteer, “ Don Marcos,” who has pever made the
journey to Acapuleo Lefore, and » fourteen-year-old boy,
“Vincente,” who is depended npen to find the way.
LEvery cavaleade in Mexico is bizarre, and onrs, ordinary
enough there, wonld attract attention elsewhero. Tirst,
upon the nule “ Venado ” rides the colonel, a tall, spare
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man, in military boots, wide hat with silver braid, and a
linen blouse, through which project the handles of huge
revolvers. Ile is aiming, not at display, but comfort. Of
wyself I shall say nothing. It is a privilege of the narra-
tor to let it be sapposed that he is always gallant and im-~
posing in appearance, and exactly adapted to the cireum-
stances of the case. 1 rode the rather large hay lhorse
“ Pajaro.” Don Marcos, a depreeating, tricky person,
with a purpose, soon cvident, of making np fromn vs his
bad bargain, wore a crimsou poncho and cotton drawers,
and bestrode the small white horse % Palomite” (¥ Jittle
Dove”). Thas appreciatively had he thought fit to namne
all the animals, though he had but on the instant come
into possession of therm,  The trunks, first securely sewn
up in coeoa-mats, were tied; the colohicls upon the back
of the mule “ Nifia,” and mine upon “Aceituna.”  Vin-
cente, the boy, ran barefoot most of the way to Acapuleo
behind the wmales, crying, “ 754/ machos /” and cracking
at them with a comlination whip and blinder. With this
satmo bliuder their eyes were covered while their loads
were being put on and taken off, at morning, noou, and
night. :

Tliere was a bit of wagou-road at first, as there is out-
side of cach of the more important places along the way.
Tlis scon merged in the trail, which was of increasing
wilduess. The lhuts and hamlets we fell in with were
of ecano, well thatehed. There were ficlds of cane,
trains of mules laden with sugar-loaves, and an occasional
stately sngar hacienda, Now and then there were the re-
mains of one ruined in the wars. At noon the mules
were unpacked at some favorable point, and the expedi-
tion rested for several hours. It was the custom to take
a siesta during the extreme heat of the day. At night
there were oceasional mesons, or rude inng, but generally
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our stopping-phee was such accommodation as could be
offered by the Inbabitants of the villages. The baggage
was piled up under a thatelied pavilion. DBeds, consisting
of mats of stiff cancs resting upon trostles, were arranged
for us along-side, ov in open piazzas.  These, in the warm
mights, were more agreeable than might be supposed. A
e guerre comme & o guerre!  Sleeping almost under the
belle élorle, you could study the constellations, the out-
lines of strange, davk hills, your own thoughts, and hear
the dogs bark, down at remote Sacocoyuca, Rincon, and
Dos Arroyos, and there was not n lttlo pleasant novelly
in the situation.  Af the gray of dawn we were off.

The people, all of Aztce blood, were gentle with us,
honest, and not much less confortable in their cirecnm-
plances than fariners newly ostablishod st the West,
The predicted difiicultics of the undertaking largely
melted away. It rained chicfly at night; there were but
one or two showers in the daytime, though of these one
was very hard.  The food obtained along the way was of
rastic quality, and occasioually scanty, but, on the other
hand, it was often excellent.  Chickens were generally to
be had, with fried banaunas as the most frequent vegeta-
ble accompaniment. The national dish of frijoles (black
heans) was always palatable. There was milk in the
morning, but not at night, the cows being milked but
once # day. Wo foraged more or less for oursclves.
The colonel would demand a couple bl eggs under the
offl-hand forinuia of wn par de languilles, whicl can
hardly be translaled, but is as niuch as to say, “ A pair of
little white "une”  Ile declared it “a miserable popula-
tion” where they were not to be had.

On the very first day out Don Marcos came to say that
be had no money with which to buy feed for the ani-
mals. 16 was with the reserve I had retained, doled out
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little by little, that this necessary purpose was thereafter
accomplished, aud the arriero perhaps kept from leaving
us in the lurch.

It was a propos of this incident that my first glimpse
into the peculiar natnre and inclinations of the colonel
was obtained. It was now cvident that it wounld have
been bLetter not to have paid the man in advance. Dut
the colonel refused either to regret that he had done so
or to regard it as a lesson for the future.

“I am a philosopher,” he said. “The philosopher
makes no account of such things.”

These views he professed also on other oceasions, and
seerned, with a bravado of stoicism, alinost to go in search
of inconveniences.

“But is it not rather philosoply,” I arguced, “to avoid
such inconveunichecs as one cau by a little exercise of
forethought, and then endure the incvitable with equa-
nimity ¥’

“Noj that is the civilian’s, not the saldier’s, point of
view,” he persisted, with obstinacy.

v,

This rounte, prolably ne better, and certainly no worse,
was travelled, as now, nearly a hundred years before the
Pilgrims Janded at Plymouth TRoek. It was the sole
highway between Acapulco, the only really excellent
port on the, Pacific Const, and the capital. It has seen
the transit of convoys of treasure, slaves, silks, and spices
from the Indies, bound in part for Old Spain. A reg-
ular galleon used to sail from Acapulee for supplies of
Oriental goods. It has seen the march of royalist troops,
under the sixty-four vieeroys, and of many a wild insur-
gent troop. Morelos operated here, with his Landit hand-
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kerchiel round his head, and kept the district clear of
Spaniards down to the sea at Acapulco. Iy one of the
rivers still lies the massive stone-work for a Uridge, the
construction of which was abandoned in the War of In-
dependence, seventy years ago.

Most momentous of all the processions it has secen,
however, mmst be counted that of Itifibide, who returned
along it, with his new tri-colored flag of the three guar-
antees—Religion, Union, and Independence—to the cap-
ital, to make himself, for a brief season, Emperor. This
brillinnt figiire, of such an ignomimous end, is still great-
ly honored in Mexico, and there is something rather typ-
ical of Mexico, or of Spanish America generally, in his
history. Taking the pesition which wonld have been
that of a Tory here, he fought against tho carlier insur-
restion of his country, from its outbreak, in 1808, till
1820, Sent in ecommand of an army against the rebel
chief Guerrero in the latter year, he united with instead
of attacking him, scized a convey of treasure to scrve as
sinews of war, and drew up at Iguala—a channliig little
city on the route—a plan of independence of his own.
The Vieeroy, in despair, tried to buy him back with
promises of pardon, moncy, and higher commaud, but
without success. ke made a trinmphal entry into the
capital in September, 1821, In May of the following year
a sedition, whiel ho had without donbt artfully set on foot,
roused him at his hotel at night, with a elansor that Le

~should become Emperor.  Ile appeared upon his baleony

and affected to reluctantly counsent to the popnlar will.
e modelled himself after Napoleon, nearly his con-
tempordry. There is a portrait of him at the National
Palace, in the same gorgeous corenation robes affected by -
the latter, though in his own whiskered countenanee he

is more like the English Prince RRegent of the same date.
19%
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In Angust he imprisonwd some Deputics, and in October,
still following his illustrious prototype, put his tronble-
some Congress out-of-doors. DBut in October also the
country rese against him, and he was obliged Lo leave it
and take refuge in England.  1le veturned again in July
of the next year—another Napoleon from Eibaj but, iu-
stead of sweeping the comnlry with enthusinsm, he was
seized upon landing, and ordered to prepare for death
within two hours. Iour days of grace were finally given
him, and then he was shot. '

Ttnrbide was a person of a highly politie twrn, as has
been seens, A thorongh devotee of expediency, be wain-
tained {(and there was not a little trutl in this) that a peo-
ple made up so largely of Indian serfs suddenly released
from tyranny was nob rveady for scli~government. Ile
said that he had meant the Emnpire to be only temporary.
ITe had shown no personal valor in the service of his
country, as there had been no oceasion for it; all his act-
~ual fighting had DLeen against it. Yet he is commemo-
rated in the national anthem,* and a ecertain hold, in the
Napoleonic way, which he had upon thie popunlar imagina-
tion, was relied upon by the Frencli when they endeav-
ored to establish Maximilian in Mexico. A grandson of
Tturbide still lives who was adopted by Maximilian, in
order to give his dynasty a more indigenons effect, and
mnade heir to the succession. The Loy's nother, who at
first acquiesced in the usnrping order of things, later
repented, and endeavored ‘to get him away. This was
finally effected throngh the mediations of Secretary Sew-
ard and Mr, Jolin Bigelow, then Minister to France.

* *8i 4 1o 1id conira hueste encmigs
Nos convoca la frompg guerrern,
De Tiarbide In sacra andera,
Mexicanos valicntes, seguid I”
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Ircreine was the subject of confab between the
colonel and myself ns we jogged along the way; and
this led natarally up to Maximilian. My companion
had served nnder Tacobedo in tho campnign in which
Maximilian was overthrown, and had witnessed his exe-
cutton at the tragie Cervo de las Campanas.

“1le died like a true soldier)” said the colonel. “Ile
was not afraidy though he deserved hig fate, and I would
not have lad it otherwise.”

It seems to bo the general verdiet that this ill-stavred
ruler was not without the physical fortitude which is es-

“teemed a pact of the beritage of princes. Dut he was
better fitted for wany othor things than the task of {ast.
ening a monarchy upon belligerent Mexico. I drew the
conversation, when aun opening appeaved, to the present
novel relations of Mexico with onr own countiy.

“IMad [ the aunthority,” said the colous], frankly, “I
would never have granted the railroad charters which are
making this great bustle. T fear tho aggressions of the
Awericans.  The conservative Mexican policy is to grant
you such privileges ouly when they are balanced by others
to Kuropeans. 'This was the consistent policy of Juavez
aud Lerdo. 16 was Porfirio Diaz, during his presidency,
who first broke it dowwh and brouglht this invasion npon ns.”
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“We, on the eontrary, incline to make it one of his
merits,” I sald—*a proof of his superior culighténment.
He stepped over the boundaries of narrow prejudice and
jealousy; and allowed a beginning to be made of develop-
ing the eountry by those who swere ready to do if, with-
out waiting farther for those who wonld not.”

“1Lis encinics say hic was bought,” rejoined the colonel,
who had evidently no great love for Porfivio. “1le has
not been wholly above corruption in his time.  Ile made
fabulous sumns out of the liguidation of the miltary ar-
rears, for Instance. 1le paid a million dollars for his
magnifiecnt hacienda in the state of Oaxaca. Where
did that come from$¢ That is a great wealkness among
us for official corruption. * There are too many exarsples
of it. A defanlting person in a high place is ravely pun-
ished. When I see a case of that kind treated with se-
verity I shall begin to conceive new hopes.”

“But,” [ argued, “the Americans certainly have no
other designs than that of commercial prafit. They do
not want your country. What Americans have anything
to gain by taking it? Who would pat his hand in his
pocket to pay the expenses of a war ol annexation? Woe
look ottt for ourselves as judividuals, and we fail to see
where the profif comes in. We are large enongh now
to gratify our own vanity on that score. Love of glory
and territorial aggrandizement is not onc of onr national
traits, Spoliation might rather be feared at tise hands
of some ambitious prince, 1f you had any snch for a
neighbor, who could tarn it to personal account.”

“You will not annex ns with bayonets,” he returned;
“yon will annex uvs with dollars. I feel it; I know it.
Your great comnercial enterprises will insensibly get
hold of the vitals of our country, and the rest will follow.
Perhaps there may be disturbances, and your government




CONVERSATIONS WiITH A COLONEL 277

ealled in to proteet the property of investors, There will
naturally Le sympathy for them at home, and they will
move heaven and earth rather than lose. A thounsand
times better that our country were not developed at all
than at such a price.” ,

As I still insisted upon the unreasonableness of this
notion, the colonel continued : *“ Kven granting that yon
are sincere In what yon say of the wishes of your people,
T feel that it is the manifest destiny of Mexico to be taken
by the United States. In former times the Latin races
tiled the world, but in this and the coming ages the Sax-
on race will do it. You arc a strong, commereial people,
and commerce is the breath of the nostrils of.modern
civilization, Look at what you have done in California
gince it ceased to be a Spanish province, I huve been at
San Franeisco—a great, splendid eity ; I looked upon it
with amazement. ¢ This was once Mexican,’ I said to -
mysell. € Al, what a different genins from that of Mex-
ico?  Yes, yon will get us. It will be the amelioration
of many abuses, and our greater prosperity, without
doubi; but I hope I shall never live to see the day. As
a patriot, as a soldier, I would give my life fifty times
over rather tlian consent to it.”

“Dut, since you concede sach benefits as probable,” I
ventured to say, “ what is this patriotism npon which you
so strongly insist? Wo do not want you, and have no
designs upon you, lmt-—puyely for the sake of argument,
and talking as enlightened persons—is it not rather fan-
tastic? Is a boundary-line such an object in itself? May
nob a good deal that has stood for patriotism in the past
be & mere provincial narrowness? Snpposing that Mex-
ico, or Canada, without foree, but in its own judgment of
what was for the good of its people, should desive to De-
come a part of the Union, maintaining its organization in
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states and its local self-governmeut as now, and merely
sending delegates to Washiugton to represent it in na-
tional affairs, would you, as a Mexiean eitizen, feel bound
to resist, as if it were the cousummation of something
scandalous and reereant? Is not the enjoyment of life,
liberty, and the pursnit of happincss to the greatest ad-
vantage, the object of a rational being? Ts there any
virtue in an cssontial Mexicanism, Americanis, or An-
glicism, that it should be preserved at all hazards?

And, having asked many such-like questions, I endeav-
ored, farther, to explain a view that wo may be all ap-
proaching & great coswopolitan period, when we shall be
members of & republic of nations, and foreigners, as
such, shall nowlhere any longer be cither dreaded or de-
spised.

“That is all very well,” said the colonel, stnbbornly,
“gince the advantage ia to fall on yowr side; buat [ tell
you I would give my heart’s blood rather than sec it.”

Ag to the value of his prognostication I have no opin-
ton; but this serionsness of convietion abont the plaus of
the Americans from such a source was full of interest.
Tt in held by the bulk of the Mexican people, and it
means trouble ahead for the enterprises, since it must
increase with their very success.

“Has any party ever been heard of, with yon, in favor
of annexation ¥’ I went on to ask.

“There is ne such party,” he replied. “There ave
none who conld favor it— nnless, singularly enough, it
inight be the Chureh party. Protestant country thongh
you are, with you they could enjoy a greater freedom
than here. Slnee their suppression under the War of the
Reform there can bo no convents, religions orders, nor
monastic sehools; but in the United States, I nnderstand,
they could have as many as they wished.”
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The- colonel was rather fond, as stated, of dwelling
upon the soldicr’s point of view. One day, when he had
been writing, as he said, to bis mother, he declared, in a
gloomy mood, not without its pathos: *“That is the only
tic that binds me to life. At forty-four, s you see e,
I have passed through many disappointments and cha-
grins. T have little pleasure in tho present and no great
hopes for the future. Well, that is a proper state of mind
for the soldier.

“The soldier,” he went on to say, “shonld be one who
either sets little value upon life, and looks to death 2s a
release, or one baving a supreme sense of honor, of pride
in his profession,and duty to his government, e makes
n contraet, as it were, with anthority. Ile is well paid and
highly considered; in return, he must be remly to spill
his blood whenever his employer demands it.”

II.

The display of childish selfishness on my conrpanion’s
part to which I have adverted econsisted in getiing up
one morning and riding off on my horse, without saying
80 much as “ By your leave.” Ile had cast eyes on it as
we wont along, judged it to be ou the whole preferable
to bis mule, and in this direet way took possession. The
matter was adjusted, bat not till it had assumed at one
time an alnost international aspect. It was in the cool-
ness resulting from this incident that I rode on alone
and first saw Iguala. .

The expedition had stopped, alter its uswal day’s mareh,
before sunset, at the tropical hamlet of Platanillo. I
was anxious, iowever, to pass the night instead in the
notable city named. The twilight shuts dewn very rap-
idly here, and from the estimates of casual informants I
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had misealeulated the distance. © Adelantito, sciior,”
they said, after the inacenrate way of such informants—
“ Just a little way ahead ;7 “Aea bajito, no mas”— Right
down there; a merc trifle, that is all.” 1 had a distant
glimpse or two of it from the pass, while the sun glowed
like a beacon-fire on the crests of vast mountaivs encom-
passihg its [ittle valley. A sinall lake sparkled in its vi-
einity, and plantations of cane near it showed a brighter
green. Of the town itsclf, which might Lave been a
mammoth hacienda, only a dome and a few white spots
appeared out of the midst of a quadrangle of foliage
marked off on all sides to an even line. Then night
came on, a dark and cloudy one, though without rain,
My horse slipped with me on the steep over rolling
stones, It waa no Jonger safe to ride after that, and 1
led hiw most of the way, picking out the path in the
dark. The view had been very deceptive, and we had
many miles to go.

Lovely gulches, brooks, and bits of wood were passed.
Cows had gone to sleep in upland pastures, aud oue ocea-
sionally loomed up, a mysterious shape, in the path and
took lierself out of the way. The rays of a clonded moon
gleamed now and then on a white patch of the lake, but
the city seemed to have vanished out of existence. At
last, however, o dim light in a dome, then a barking of
dogs, and andible human voices.  All this time there had
‘been ncither house nor hnt. It was after nine o'clock.
I came close up to one of the formal lincs of trees,
opened a gate in it, and was in the midst of Tgnala.

I do not know whether the place has quite advantages
enough to offset so much discomfort. What there is to
be scen could easily have been taken in the next day on
the march. There is no other vestige of Iturbide yiclded .
to inquiry than the honse in which the I’lan of Iguala is




o

THIVANL LV ATFITFAYD F10

UONTVERSATIONS WITH A COLONEL.

281




282 QLD MEXICQ AND HER LOST PROVINCES.

said to have been signed—the oldest, as it is one of the
shabbiest, in the place. Tt is of one story, like most pro-
vineial Mexican houses, with the whitewash badly rubbed
off its adobes, and is now a poor fmule, or restaurant,
without so much as a sign.

But Tguala is charming. A row of elean, white colou-
nades, wade up of square pitlars of masonry, supporting
red-tiled roofs, extends around a eentral plaza.  The win-
dows of the better residences are closed, not with glass,
but projecting wooden gratings of turned pbsts, painted
green.  The market, a little paved plaza, opening from
the other, consists of a serics of double colonnades, light,
comnodious, and very attractive. The chureh, of a no-
ble, massive form, made gay by an azare belfry and elock,
stands in a grassy enclosure surrounded by posts and
chains. . Across the way is the zocalo, with brick beneles,
deep, grateful shade of tamarindos, as large as elms, and
arbors draped with sweet-peas in blossom.  Such a park,
steh a chiurel, and sneh a warket could be counseicntions-
ly recommended as worthy of any populace in the world.
The lieads of palu-trees star the heavier, Northern-look-
ing folinge. Grass sprouts plentifully between the cob-
ble-stones, and gives a rural air. A band played in the
zocalo in the evening, though there was bat a simall seat-
tering of persons to hear it.

As I was making a sketeh of the zoealo from a portal
some very well-dresscd young men and a professor came
out. It proved that this house was a sehool, and a pleas-
ant onc it secemed. '

“ Amigo”—{Iriend—they said, in a rather patronizing
tone, ©“ what is your interest in this place? What iz yonr
picturing designed for?”

Three days fartlier on is Chilpancingo, to which also
complimentary terms-—in a lesser measure than Iguala—
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may be applied. Tt is the capital of this rugged Guerre-
10, a state named after the patriot gencral, who was once,
like our own Marcos and Vineente Lopez, a muleteer, It
cotitaius an ornate Government-house, a zocalo with a
music-stand ; and we met here a colonel of the detach-
ment of eavalry guarding the country, gotien np in sucly
dapper civilian riding-dress as if for a promenade in Cen-
tral Park.  Topulation—but populations are hard to get
at in Mexico. I should say, at random, for either place,
about three thousand people.

At Chilpancingo you see the place in which the orig
inal Declavation of Independence of Mexico was pro-
claimed, in 1813, It had to be fought for many a Jong
year till the day of Itwrbide. This is mevely a white
housc with & tablet, and not of farther interest. 1t was
a wild and problematie eanse, truly, when rewnote Chilpan-
eingo was resorted to by the first constitueus Congress,
assembled by Padre Morelos, to throw ofl the yoke of
Spain.

Bot how hag all this been done? These little bits of
ornate civilization are like cnchanted places which we
happen upon in penctrating the fastnesses of the moun-
taing.  Terhaps we had better take out at once some
sneh commission as that of the Adelantado of the Seven
Cities; and yet greater discoveries may await us, never
before heard of by man.  Bach lies in its minjature val-
ley, smiling and fertile, with wagon-roads for a liitle
space around; but their inhabitants can hardly be con-
ceived as going over the wild trail to supply themselves
with the fasliions and comforts they possess.

Candid judges fren without waunld pronounce it im-
passable, and think it a practical joke that they were
asked to cousider it a road. We crossed and recrossed
swift, small streams, the water reaching to the animals’
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shoulders. The colonel had a way of dangling his niilitary
boots on such occasions in the water, to let me seec how
execllently they were made; but one night, I observed, lie
could not got them off, and the next morning he could
not get them ou.  All of one day we traversed the cafia-
da, or gorge, of Cholitea, over a sandy bed of which the
flood had not yet taken possession; another day, the
Cafiada del Zopilote. Our old {riend of the North, the
ailanthus, was comuion where other natural features were
dreariest, and often filled the air insufferably with its
odor. The three rivers crossing our way were swollen
indeed, as had been predicted. When we came down
to the wide Meseala ib was opaque with red soil, and
tearing past at twenty miles an hour. We were trans-
ported across it in a flat skiff gnided by an oar. There
was po plank to aid in the cmbarking of the horses, and
one of them fell into sach a panic as crused a terrific
combat of well-nigh half an hour. 1le was finally thrown
on board, more dead than alive, with lassoed legs.

“ Ah, what a soul yon have! (AA, gue alma tienes!)
cried Marcos ferveutly to his animal, which had wellmigh
kicked us all into the river; and losing all policy in his
rage, he begred to borrow my revolver, that he might
despateh such a brute, of the owunership of which he was
ashamed.

The Papagallo River suceceding, we crossed in a dog-
out, and the animals swam. I asked the colonel, in my
simplicity, if this were not more or less like war, weaning
the manner of travel, our foraging, half open-air way of
sleeping, and the like. lle smiled in disdain, and gave
me a sketeh of his campaigus in the day of the Irench
usurpation. ‘The rightfal government had had at one
time so little foothold in the eonntry that it was called
the Government of Paso del Norte, from the farthest
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town on the northern fronticer, to which it was driven.
Eating and sleeping seem hardly to have been the custom
at all till, by an wnremitting gaerilla warfare, the tide
was turned. :

When we cane to “the Cajones,” however, he admit-
ted that this was a little like war. We slipped and slid
all one day down the Cajones—natural, or rather most
wofually nnnatural, steps in the solid rock, in the midst
of a dark forest. The perpendicnlars are three and four
feet at a time, and often there are mud-holes at the bol-
tom; and besides, there are vines that aim to take you
under the chin. The sagacious steadiness of the pack-
mules, picking their steps unaided in the most critical
situations, was wonderful to sce.

We met peong, in white cotton, coming up with barrcls
of ardent spirits on their shoulders, and wo eame to a full
stop to allow the passage of jingling mule-trains of goods.
The water ran in the path with ns, courteonsly sharing its
right of way. At one place it increased and eonverged
from every side, and the wond was fnll of its murmurs,
as if another universal deluge were coming to overwhelm
ug. It was full, also, of patches of pale-green light upon
moss-covered stones, aud limpid pools, and delieate ferns,
like snow crystals tnrned vegetable. Now and then some
white cascade stood out of the semi-ohseurity like a beck-
oning Undine,

Among vegetable growths on the way was the gum-
copal, not unlike our white birch. There was a tree, the
cuahuete—if I may trust the pronunciation of Marcos—
smouth, bronze-colored, aml often of a repulsive red, as if
full of blood. We saw a good many charming red-and-
yellow flowers on a high bush, like butterflies alighted,
and once or twice a sprig of heliotrope and a calla-lily.
The amape, found in the villages, and somewhat like the
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chestnut, was the finest shade-tree. There was a notable
absence throughout the journcy of what we are aceus
tomed to deem the essentinlly tropieal features. Very
often one might have been riding in the woods of Con-
neeticut.  There was not even a rank Juxunriance of
erowth, just as there were no serpents nor the swarns
of pestiferons insects {other than a few gnats) to have
been expeeted.  We saw onee a couple of coyote wolves
trotting demurely along, and, again, a large zguana, a
harmless reptile, one of which I also noted later, gliding
around an old bronze gun at the fort of Acapulee,

Birds I hardly recollect at all; exeept a white heron or
two, charmingly reflected in an upland pool oue early
morning, and the tecuses, a kind of black-bird.  Vincente
pelted at these latter with small stones, by way of trying
his aim. The organ-cactus, however, should be exempted
from the eomplaint of a want of tropicality. It abounds
thickly about the gorges and on the mountain slopes.
Rising twenty-five fect and ore in height, the plants
are like seven-branthed candlesticks of the Mosaic law,
or spears of the gods hurled down and yct quivering in
the earth. The fun-palm, too, must be excepted. 1t
crops ont on the bleak hill-sides as common as mnllein-
stalks with us. I e¢an never respect it in the conserva-
tories, again. To sce it thus was a kind of shock : it was
like seeing some exotic belle of socicty masquerading as
a kitchen wench.  Ior one day before reaching the coast
we had the cocoa-nut-palins. Nobedy tn the hamlets
would get the frnit down for us except on a wholesale
order, for munificent priecs, which brought the cost above
what it is in New York., There was often a shortage of
the other fruits and commodities, as sagar, in the sune
way, in or near the very places where they grew,

Toward the concluding stages of the march we fell in
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with another travelling-companion, an ofticer in the Cus-
toms service. When lie Jewrned that the colonel was
going to the frontier, witlt & view, among other things,
to suppress the exfensive smuggling carried on there,
he said, *“You had better wake your little $20,000 or
£30,000 by protecting it.  That will he wuch less trou-
ble. The smugglers will buy up your soldiers, anyway;
50 it amounts to the same thing.”

I innst not represent that the colonel was always of an
oppressively serious carriage.  On the contrary, Lie devel-
oped a vein of humor, the more amunsing from the simple
good-faith of those at whosc expense it was gencrally ¢x-
ergised. )

“Ia you clarge no more than this to persons of our
consideration, ny good woman 2 he said to a peasant,
whose hill was modest, thongh bnt in keeping with the
primitive natnre of the accounnodations, It is a species
of affront, as one miglt say. Do you comprehend that {
am a colonel in the army, and this gentleman a learned
traveller, noting down the manners and customs of for-
eign Jands? When strangers of our position come this
way again understand that double what you lLave de-
manded is the Ieast that you should take.”

The woman, abashed, received donble her fee, and re-
plied that she would bear the lesson in mind for the
benefit of frtnre comers,

Again, meeting three honest-faced Indian maids, witly
pitchers on their heads, going to the spring, he said,
“ Good-day, Mavias!” and tarning to me, in an aside,
“Not that I know, from Adam, whether one of them
i3 Maria or not.”

Mo praised glarigly, to her face, a8 of exceeding come-
liness, a servant-maid who wore gold ear-rings and neck-
lace, and was, perhaps, not of more than avorage dumpi-
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ness and plainness. She waited on us at table at Ticrra
Colorada. The colonel desived to know her nawe.

“Victoria.”

“ Well are you named Victoria I he cried, in simulated
enthusiasin.  “ QJue care simpatica!” (“ What a syunpa-
thetic face ) he repeated at intervals,

Mecekly, and with no suspicion of raillery, she replied,
each time, “MHil gracias (“ A thousand thanks ), sefior.’

“Give thanks rather to Ileaven, which made you so,
and not us, who do but recognize it,” rejoived the eolencl,
piously.

At La Venta de Peregrino the night was hot, and it
still rained, after having rained all day. A garden of
bananas twenty foet tall grew next the basket-like house
of canes where wo stopped.  We hung up our wet gar-
ments and propertics on the poles of the thatched porch,
or pavilion, till it resembled ove of those very numer-
oug national establishiments, the empefios, or pawn-shops.
Dogs, cats, doukeys, horses, pigs and fowls—“shooed ” out,
when they became too familiar, with an emphatic Qock-¢ 7/
—gathered under the same shelter, as if i6 had been a
Noal’s ark.  We supped on pepper-sauce, tongh chicken,
frijoles, tortillag, creamm-cheese, and coffee without milk,
spread oyt npon a mat on the ground. The proprietor in
person—a man iu an cmbroidered shirt and cotton draw-
ers, wlose talk was not of the wisest sort—held pitch-pine
gplints to Jight the feast.

“ Now, how docs it happen, hombre,” inqnired the colo-
nel, as if in a speculative way, “that a person of your fine
appearance; 4 person of manners, intelligence, education,
hospitality ; & stalesman, as one wight say, who goes to
Dos Arroyos to see who is going to be elected mayor” (the
man had been there that day, as he told us), “ with a fine
house like this—how does it happen, I say, that you have
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not a table of any sort fo serve two travellers a supper
npon ¥’

“ Pos bien,” said the illilerate host, both pleased and
flustered, seratching his head. “Tables? Yes, tables, now,
to Le save,  All that you say is very true, but there is a
great scarcity of carpenters in this part of the country.
S8, escasen muncho (Yes, they are wmighty scarce), I can
tell youn.”

IIT.

Two days after this we came dawn to Aecapnleo. It is
a town for the most part of straggling huts, with a strag-
gliog thirty-five hundred of people. It has no vestiges
of its antiquity but an old Spanish fort, after the order
of Morro Castle, dismantled by Maximilian’s Ifrench on
their abandomnent of the place.

Near the fort lay a couple of rusted ralls in position on
a bit of washed-ont embanliment, the beginvning of a rail-
road inaugurated here with a flourish on the 5th of May,
1881, Taving passed over the line, one wonld judge that
it might be much more than dread of American aggres-
sions which would prevent its specedy completion.

Hhere was no small pleasnre in discovering at last, like
ancther Balboa, the Pacific Ocean, in boarding the fine
steamer of the Paecific Mail Company, the City of Gren-
ade, which had come her long jaunt from Panama north-
ward,and re-cstablishing connection with the onter world.

With this, too, began an acquaintanee with the western
ports of Mexico. Onc of the semi-monthly steamers,
rightly chosen, each month puts into them all.  An idea
of the country can thus be got which would nat be possi-
ble otherwise without much greater fatigue and expense,
but it is not at all as favorable ag that presented by the
interior.

13
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Neither of the three lower ports is of great size. Aca-
pulco has the most complete and charming harbor. Man-
zanillo is a small strip of a place, ou the boaeh, built of
wood, with quite an American look. The voleano of
Colima appecars inland, with a Jight cloud of smoke

above it.

T NELLE OF Bal BLAS

San Blas is larger, but still hardly more than an exten-
sive thatched village. On the blnft beside jt exist the rains
of an ancient, substantial San Blas, shaken to pieces by an
earthqualke. Some old bronze bells from its church have
been brought down and sct up on some rnde wooden
trestles, on the ground in front of the poor chapel, with-
out a belfry, which now fills the ccclesinstical needs of
the place. This arrangemnent is sometimes referred to

sativically ag I@ forre de San Blas—the stecple of San
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Rias. My slight sketch of these bells, made on a fly-leaf
of my note-book in the first instauce, came to have an
importance far heyond its own merits. 1 have the grati-
fication of knowing that it proved to be the source of
nothing less than the last inspiration of Longfellow. The
great and good poet died on the 24th of March, 1882.
In tus portfolio was found his final work, “ The Bells of
San Blas,” dated Mareh 15, which afterward appeared in
the Atantic Monthfy.  1hs memorandum-hook contained
a reference, ns a snggestion for a poem, to the number
cand page of Haiper’s Magazine of the same month, in
which the sketeh was pnblished.

At Mazatlan we are in a bustling harbor, and a well
and Bandsomoely built little city, with fwprovensents and
shops of the betier sort, which other countries than Mex-
ico might be satisficd with. 1t seeins surprising, until we
comprehond the extensive back country whiceh ig tributary
to it, how a city of bub fonrteen thousand people can be
justified in maintaining so elaborate a stock of goods.

We steam finally across the Gulf of California and up
the coast ol that peninsnlz which seems one of the re-
motest points of the globe.  The days ave calim and blne;
thie bold outlines of the shores offer-constant novelty. Aun
arbitrary line is passed: we have lost Mexieo, but gained
Californin—the vichest and most marvellous of her prov-
maoes.

It is remarkable now to recall that, upon the accession
of the Emperor [turbide, Mexico boasted of being, with
the exception of Rnssia and China, the most extensive
empire in the world.
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NAN FRANCISC0.

I.

[v is the way of sen-consts, a8 observed from the water,
to maintain 2 closc reserve. I they allow ns a cliff or
two, a suggestion of green {orests, or & monntain in the
backgrownd, it is as much as they do. Al their patural
projections, from a steamer’s deck, retire into a straight
Hine. “You have chosen your element,” they seem to say,
“and you shall not enjoy at once the pleasmres of both.
1f yon ean do without me, so ean I withont you, and unn-
til you take the pains to diseinbark you shall know noth-
ing of the attractions 1 purposcly keep out of sight just
over the surf-whitoned margin.”

The coast of California scems of even an especial mo-
roseness in this respeet.  Yon pass some few islands, in-
lets at San Diego and Wilmington, the Santa Barbara
Chanuel, and the bays of Santa Monica, S8an Luis, and
Monterey ; but for the most part the eoast of the land of
gold stretches on unbroken, low, brown, and bare. Search
is vain for any suggestion of orange-grove or palm, It is
foreign-ocking to onc who arrives from the east of the
United States.  Lions might come prowling down such
slopes. It might be Morocco, and we, on onr travelg
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soitte new Crusce cscaped in the long-beat, with Xury,
from the Ilover of Sallee, avd afraid to Jand for the
howlings of wild creatures.

If, in our Pacific Mail steamer, we were discovering
the country for the first time—as cvery traveller does
discover a new country for the first time, no matter what
acconnts he may have heard of it---we should try along
without finding a single good harbor for four hundred
and {ifty mileg, from San Diego, at the Mexiean fron-
tier, to San [Francisco. _

Then all at once coines an opening throngh bold Coast
Range ab the water’s edge, and we are in the far-famed
“Golden Gate.” It is a mere eyelet-—a strait, giving ac-
gess to a wide expanse of bay. So happy is the opening,
and commodious the siuelter afforded, that the reversal of
the churlishness prevailing up to this point scems miracu-
lous.

There is no doubt, when onece the site is unduerstood, as
to why San Ifrancisco is located just where it is. It has
the ouly natural harbor between Astoria, Oregon, to the
north, and San Diego, to the soutlh. Tt bears, Lesides,
with this advantage, such & relation to the resources of
the back country, that it conld not escape a destiny of
greatness.

It is not simply a bay upon which we have entered, but
an inland sea, with a great commereeo of its own. lmme-
diately in front rise round-backed Goat Tsland and Angel
Islavd, resembling mousters asleep; apd terraced Alca-
traz, with its citadel, as picturesque as a Lit of Malta.
Vistas open beyond on many sides, with gleams of light
falling on white citics nnder lowering abmospheres of
smoke. San Francisco, close at hand, piles up impres-
sively on steep hills, its bristling strnctnres covering their
undulations sharply from nnmerons hills. The water-
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front is full of shipping. French and Russian and DBritish
frigates, and a Mexiean gun-boat, are lying at anchor.
Craft of all shapes and sizes cross oue another’s wakes
in the harbor. The lateen-sails of Genoese and Maltese
fishermen and the junks of Chinese shrimp-calchers nre
among them. TFarge ferry-boats, superior, us a rule, to
those we me familiar with at the Iast, ply to Oaklaud,
the Drookiyn of the seene—a city already of fifty thou-
sand people; Alameda, with its csplanade of bLathing
pavilions; Ilerkeley, with its handsvine university and
institution for blind, deaf, and dumb; San Quentin, with
its prison; and rnstic Sancelite and San Rafael, under the
dark shadow of Monnt Tamalpais.

Trom Oakland projects an interminable pier, built by
the Central Pacific Ruilway. A mile in length as it is,
it was to have gone on to a junction with vacant Goat
Island, which would then have been wade a city also, and
become the terminus of all transcoutinental journcys.
This project was stopped by violent opposition from
property-holders on shore.

Patehes of yellow, nnder the Presidio, are taken by our
novices on the steamer for the “Band-lots,” famous in
the Kearneyite agitatious. The Presidio is a barracks,
which was a fort and mission in the time of the first sct-
tlement by the Spaniards-—to what slight extent they
ever seftled the place—in the year 1776, The man who
bas “been here hefore” plants himself squarcly on the
deck, pulls down a silk eap over his eyes, and explains
that the Sand-lots arc not the DPresidio, hut nothing less
than the large yard of the new, unfinished City-hall, in
the centre of town. But Kearneyisin is dead and buried,
he says—as the case proved—and there will be no chance
to sce one of these traditional assemblages.

ITe names for ws the various hills, and points ont the
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Pulace Hotel, the Marlet Street shot-tower, and the homes
of some of the great millionnaires who have made auch a
stir in Lheir day and gencration.  Three or fonr of thess
latter top California, or “Nob,” 1Lill, with a prominence
in koeping with their owners’ station.  They are those of
the railvoad kings, Crocker, Stanford, and Hopking—the
mining kings having up te this time expended their prin-
cipal bnilding efforts in the country, “Nob” Hill is
three lundred feet high, plebeian Telegraph Hill nearly
as muel, and Russian ILill, to the west-~the latest pre-
cinct taken into [avar for fine residences—three hundred
and sixty. BMurmay Hill, New York, be it noted, is but
seventy-eight. The riff-rafl of Telegraph IHill climb, asg
is seen, by a multitnde of wooden stairways; but how in
the world do the Creesuses get up to their habitations,
which cut the sky-line so imposinglyt We shall see.

The city does not begin direetly at the ocean, but a
mile or two within. It follows the inner shore of a
long, narrow peninsula which comes frow the south to
meet one coming from the north, and forms with it the
strait and bay.

It is, indeed, an inland sen, this bay. You go south
ward upon it thirty wmiles, northward as fir, and thirty
miles north-eastward to the Straits of Carguinez—which
has Benicia on one side, and Martinez, the poiut of de-
parture for ascent of the peak of Monnt Diablo, on the
other. Through these straits yon pass, again, inte Suisun
Bay, which receives the waters of the Sacramento and
San Joaquin rivers, and is itself some fwenty miles in
extent.

11,

You are struck, on coming ashore from Mexico, with
the excessive thinness of everything Auerican. Our be-



302 OLD MEXICO AND HER LOST PROVINCES

longings seem ull of a picee with our light-ranning ma-
chinery, with the spider lines of you Americau buggy
wailing for its owner. We evade Natare by a deft trick,
and do not obstinatcly oppose her. There the old walls
were as solid yet as the everlusting hilis; here we seemed
to be Jiving in flying-machines.

How strange, arriving from the other side of the world,

to find people lining the dock dressed in the common
way, and chaltering the common speech, even to the lat-
est bits of slang! A China steamer, however, had come
in along-side just beforo us, and supplied a novel eleinent
of foreignmess. Almond-eyed Celestials, in blue blouses,
swarmed her decks and poured down her sides.  Groups
were loaded into express-wagons, and driven away up-
town in charge of fricnds come down fo meet themn,
Others trudged stoutly on foot, with their effects depos-
ited in a pair of wicker baskets, at the ends of a long
bamboo on their shoulders. This way of carrying burdens
is constantly met with. The vegetable dealers hawk thus
their wares from house to house, and present the aspect
of the figures in cuts of the tea-fields. It is poor trav-
elling when the curiosity alone and not the imagination
is gratified, and San Trancisco promises ample material
for both.
- Iad we come in the gold days of ’49 we should have
landed some Lalf-dozen blocks farthor inland than to-day.
By so inneh has the waterfront since been extended and
bnilt into & solid eomncreial guarter. The *Forty-niners
found but a scanty strip of sand at the basc of the steep
hills.

Why, then, did they stop bere, and build their city at
such infinite pains and expense, instead of seeking a more
convenient site elsewhere? Tlere is, or wag, soime even
more serious objection to all other locations. At Oak.
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Iand, insufficient depth of water; at Saucelito, where
whalers, Russian and other, had been accustomed to refit,
Tatnalpais, 2700 feet liigh, as against Telegraph FLLL, Tut
300, Distant Benicia and Vailejo-~the latter now the
naval station of the Pacific Coast, and once briefly the
capital of the State—were much too far away. Steam
was little in use. The greater part of the ships came
under sail, and thers were no tngs to pull them. Tley
must be able to get fu and ont with all greatest attain
able expedition.

Such ships as these were, according to the accounts
we have of them! The most antiquated and dangerous
hulks were furbished up once more for this last voyage,
The eager humanity they carvied took little heed of per-
ils and discomforts so they were but on the way to the
goual Lo which all adventurous spirits turncd. When the
port was still but a beggarly scattering of huts and tents
it conld muster two hundred sail, good and bad, at once.
Many of them never got ont again. It was not on ac-
count of nautical difficalties, but partly becanse they had
no retnrn cargocs, and principally because their erews ran
away from them to the mines the moment foot tonched
shore. Certain craft were beached and econverted into
dwellings; others, utilized for a time as wa:ehouscs, rot-
ted at their moorings, and to-day form “ made -ground.”.
The remarkable city to which they eame, which had
eight hundred and fifty souls in 1848, and twenty thou-
sand in '49, has now, in an existence of thnty four
years, three hundred thousand.

The buildings on the level made ground stand gener-
ally on foundations of piling. The practice prevails, too,
of tying them weil together with iron rods, against the
jar of the occasional earthquake, which is among San
Francisco’s idiosynerasies. It is proposed to iimprove the
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water-front with o continnous, massive sea-wall, and a
portion of this is already built. Extensive yards of at-
“tractive redwood lwmber, which resembles cedar, and
warchouses for geain, are seen. The elevator system,
owing to lack of ships for properly earrying grain in
bnlk, is nowlicre in nse throvghout California.

We reagh next an arca given up to heavy traffic in the
fruits and preduce of the conntry. Dattery and Sansowme
streets succeeding are lined with large wholesale dry-
goods houses situilar to thoese in the greater Eastern cities.
Montgomery Strect shows stately oflice buildings, ex-
changes, and lotels. Kearney Strect has been litherto
the ehief site of the more elegant retail trade. Its pres-
tige is passing, llowever, to Market Street, a wide thor-
oughfare which récalls State Street, Chicago. Ilaving
unlimited room for extension in the north and south di-
rection of the peninsula, whereas the others named are
contracted, Market Street is to be San Francisco’s Broad-
way of the future.

The financial centre is contained in the aren of two
blocks, between California and Busly, Sansome and Mont-
gomery Strects. Ifere ate those institutions whose great
transactions and singular history are urknown now to but
few parts of the world.

The Nevada Dank, financinl lever of the Bonanza
Kkings, and peint from which has been supposed to em-
anate all the weightiest influences connected with mining

matters, is a fourstory and Mansard iron building, with

the usual classic “orders.” The Bank of Califoruia,
whence the brilliant IRalston rushed forth from his
troubles to drown himself in the bay, is two stories, of
“blne stone,” of a pleasant color, and exceedingly sharp,
agrecnble cutting. The Merchants’ Exchange, crected
so long ago as 1867, is a very ornate, town-hall-looking




DOSIONTHI NYS ‘LETHIS vINNOJITYD







SAN FRANCISCO. 307

building, of iron and stone, dark-colored, with a clock-
tower in Lhe centre.  If is adjoined by the Safe Deposit
Coupany, i1 a similar style, in the basement of which a
glimpse is to be had of a splendid steel treasure- chambel
with a dozen lifesize men in armor, gilded.

The large and agreeably proportioned Stock Excbange,
on Pinc Street, is of gray granite, with numerous pol-
ished columus. The board-rovin within is an amphithe-
atre, and a bronze railing protects the circle of seats,
With its agrecable illuinination and neat fuinnitore, in-
eluding Axminster rugs, it presents a mueh nmiore home-
like aspeet than is the rule with sncli places. Mining
stocks exclusively are dealt in, .

It s quiot cnough now. We have fallen upon ovil
days. Capitalists have withdrawn their millions to the
Fast; ships cowe only in ballust, for grain, instead of
with valuable exchange cargoes, and charge rates almost
prohibitory ; there is not one “turn-out” now on the
Cliff Ilouse road where threre were formerly a dozen;
and real estate hag ghrunk fifty per cent.—if in some
places it have any valie at all.

This board was once the theatre of s speenlative move-
ment which took hold upon the community like madnéss.
The aggregate value of the mining stocks on the list, at
the period of highest prices, in the year 1875, wag, in
round numbers, $282,000,000. The aggregate value of
the same stocks in the summer of 1881 was but $17,000,-
000. There bad ocernred a shrinkage of $265,000,000,
or more than fifteen times the total valne surviving.

What had happened? The “bottomn had dropped out”
of the famons “Camnstocks,” perhaps tho rishest mines
known to history. * Consolidated Virginin,” valued at
$75,000,000, was now worth less than $1,000,000, “Sier-
ra Nevada? fell from $27,000,0600 to $8245,000. DBut the
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greatest shrinkage of all was in “California.”  This nn-
happy stock shrank froin $84,000,000 to $351,000.

These fignres explain a depression the vestiges of
which, though the ruinous erisis has loug passed, still re-
main.  The stoek-gaiublivg mania possessed the commu-
nity without distinction of station, and hardly of age or
gex, and when the bubble broke there was reason enough
for gloom with all whe had Taid up their treasure in such
unstable form.

Some of the earlier buildiugs, now flat, thin, and un-
ornamental, were ‘ebtained at expense quite out ef pro-
portion. The stone for the old City Hall was brought
expressly from Australia; that of the Wells-Fargo build-
ing, and the Union Clob, from China. The gravite of
the Branch Mint, a fine, classic design, was dressed in
Oregon, The newer structures exhibit all the varieties
of formn and color in which the wodern decorative taste
delights. The wnaterial for most i3 procared in the State
itself.

The idea of being in a venote part of the world is
kept before you in many ways. llere is a sign of the
“ New Zealand Tusurance Cowpany.”  [Fauey New Zea-
land, where & cannibal population was Iately eating mis-
sionaries, sending us over its insurance companics! Ifere
is the Alaska Commercial Company, the Bank of British
Columbia ; and here, its inseription gilded in Chinese as
well as English, the ITong-Kong and Shanghai Banking
Company. An occasional building is without the usual
entrance-doors, its stairease, in the comparative mildness
of the clitnate, left as open as the street.

A syste of alleys passes among the colossal structures,
and these abound in vefreshment resorts—* The Dividend
Saloon,” “ Ounr Jacob,” “The Comstock Exchange,” and
“The New Idea™—to which the hastening business men
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repair in intervals of their labors. The San Francisco
boot-blacks, « model to their class, are neatly uniformed
men instead of ragged urchins. ¥avored by the elimate,
they establish their rows of ensy-chairs on platforms un-
der a canvas awning, have » newspaper and the gossip
for you while you wait, and somewhat usurp the place
so long sacred to the barber,

TR MOGUNTAIN,

The corner of California and Mounigomery Streets may
be considercd one of two foeal points in San Francisco;
the “ T.otta Fountain » is the other. :

The Iotta TFountain—a tawdry, little, cast-iron aflair,
presented to the city by the actress after whom it is
named—has been given a place of distinguished honor,
Five important streets radiate from it.  Its pedestal is
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a place where the timid seck refnge when entangled in
the throng of vehicles. Market Strect extends to the
Oakland 1ferry one way, and past the Mechanics’ Insti-
tute and pleasnre resort of Woodward’s Garden to the
distant Mission Hills in the other. Geary Street takes
you, by a “cable road,” westward to Lone Mountain,
aronntl which all the cewneteries are grouped, and Golden
(Gate Park, stretehing to the ocean.  On the top of Lone
Mountain stands up to view from far and wide a dark
eross, which weirdly recalls that of Calvary. Third Street,
a thoronglfare of working-people, abonuding in sral res-
tanrants, markets, and “tin-type” galleries, leads to the
water at a different angle from Market. Finally, I earney
Street debouches alse at the FLotta Foantain, and Mont-
gomery terminates but u few steps below.

The Palace Iotel, vast, drab-calored, of iron aund stue-
cocd brick, looms up nine storics in height on Market
Street, and cluses the vista from Montgomery. Studded
with bay-windows, it ls the air of a mammoth hird-cage.
The San Francisean, wherever met with, never fails to
boast of it as the most stupendons thing of its kind in the
world.  With the conviclion that size is not always the
particular in which our hotels, like some of our communi-
ties, most need Improvemnent, I should say that perfection
. had hardly yet been reached.

Within it is more satisfactory. At night an clectrie
light strikes upon many ticrs of eoluinns, as white as
paint can make them, in 2 large glass-roofed eourt, with
au effect gnite fairy-like and Pavisian. " Twice a week a
band plays there, and the guests promenade up and down
their galleries or look over the balnstrade. In the bottem
there are flowers, people sitting in clinirs, and carriages
stand in & eiveular, asphalt-paved driveway.

Though the resident of San Francisco feels ealled upon
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to complain of its present stagnation, the bare existence
of such a place strikes the new-comer with amazement.
Tts air is not epiicmeral, but of a jine, massive gravity.
Its shops are filled with costly goods, its streets with
comely, beautifully dressed women. It has an art and
literature. Private galleries contain foreign inodern pict-
ures of the best cluss. Sotme local artists have made for
themselves a more than local reputation. Tlere is a well-
attended “Sechool of Design,” which has already gradu-
ated soveral pupils whose talent has been recognized
abroad. The “ Mercantile Lilrary” is the most handsome
and cowmplefe in its appeintments of any Ameriean city.
Ban Fravcisco “society,” though a trifie bizarre in the
use of its newly acquirved wealth, has an under-stratum of
unexeeptionable refinement.  Its most bizarre side, too, is
certainly approved of in Jurope, where its magnates en-
tertain kings and give their daughters in marriage to

Jofty titles.

The European traveller who visits “the land of Dar-
num > and “of Washington” with literary intent must
be cruelly braken up by what he will find here. Such a
place should be a vast, motley camp, ag it is known to
FEuropean travellers that most American eitics should be,
With its thirty-three years, and its heterogeneous ele-

 meats, it should exhibit a combination of squilor and

mushreom splendor. The wretched shanty should elbow
the volgar palace, n demoetatic boorishness of manhers,

_ blazing in diatnonds, the faint, refined natures that by any

chance have ventured into such a Babel. But, alas! we
live in an age of expedition, of labor-saving inventions.
With unlimited means, such as here enjoyed, thé worl of
years is condensed into months. Camp there i8 none, but
a luxurious city, presenting all the ordinary chalactel istics

of civilization.
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An association comprising in a genial way most of the
best elements of San rancisco is the Bobemian Clnb. It
is found taling a very ercditable intercsl in literatnre and
the arts—it nwmbering the professionals and amateurs in
these branches in its mombership—and entertains and
weleomes distinguished strangers. A mounthly entertain-
ment of a light, composite character is held, known as a
“Jinks.” The grand festival of the year, however, is
A “Iligh Jinks” which takes the form of an exeursion
into the country. The principal ceremonial of the ITigh
Jiuks lias sometimes been held at night, in masquerade
costume, anong the I3ig Trees, the cnorinous redwoods
of Sonoma County, to the northward. It wmay well be
believed that the doings on these oceasions are as fantas-
tic and amusing as the merry inventions of w couple of
hnndred bright social spirits can make thom.

ITL

A population of three hundred thousand souls is not
extraordinary now, as popnlations go, but there are cer-
tain things which male San IFrancisco cosinopolitan be-
youd its actual size. An entirely new commercizl situa-
tion gives rise to a new milzew. San Prancisco faces
toward Asia, the great English - speaking ecolonies of
Oceanica, and the islands of the ses, as New York faces
Europe. It enjoys already a trade with the Urient
amounting to ten millions per annmum in imports and
eight millions in exports. The possibilitics of this trade,
extended among the teeming populations in the cradle
of the hmman race, scem almost limitless. A way will be
found sooner or later out of the imbroglio into which our
incxperience has plunged us on the Chinese question, and
communication will flow unimpeded. In ceuntries sepa-
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rated by water, and demanding each other’s productions,

. cities arise at the places of transfer, and proportioned to

its volmne ; and fur all this San Ifraneiseo lias one of the
most remarkable of situatious.

The Qriental trade is but a small item in the total, [t
has ships; bestdes those bound for the Iastern and Euro-
prean ports, going out ta the British amd Russian posses-
sions in the North, Mcxico, Central and South Amer-
ica, Tahiti, Feejee, Manila, the Sandwich and Fricndly
Islands—to all those far-ofl points in the South Pacific
which now in their turn promise to shine with the light
of eivilization and Lecome powers of the carth,

Couls are burned at fivesides—not of the most desira-
ble quality, it must be conlessed-—which como from the
coast onece eharacterized by the poet in the line—

**The walf’s long howl on Gonalaska's shorg.”

Seventy millions pounds of sngar a year are brought from
those Sandwich Islands whiel slew Captain Cook, now a
civilized, modern state. But it is particularly Australa-
sia, and our coming relations with it, that awaken admir-
ing specalations.  Melbourne, Australia, has dlready more
than 280,000 people, Sydney 225,000, while along the
coasts of that once cannibal New Zealand, now seading
ns its insurance companies, scatter also a line of flowr-
ishing cities: Dunedin, with its 48,000 poeople; Auckland,
with 40,000 ; Christehureh, 32,000; Wellington, 22,000 ;
and I know not bow many others.

Astoria and Portland, in Oregon, San Diego, and, ne
doubt, ports to be created in time aleng the Mexican
shores, will receive a share of these new influences in -
the world, but at San Francisco they touch us first and
nearest. :

There 15 a definite fuscination in coming to the ¢ jump-
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ing-off place,” the final verge of the latest of the conti-

nents. An excellent situation in which to feel it 15 to Jie .

on the brown heather at the peint abeve the Golden Gate

—thongh it is x raw and gusty place in which to Jic teo
long—or to luak down frem the parapeted road or piazza
of the CHIE House.

Iere practically nothing iutervenes between yon ani
Japan, except we make mention of the clump of Seal
Rocks, upon which the gronty sea-lions are {lonndering
and roaring, down there in the surf in front.

“ Ali! when a inan has travelled,” says Thoreau, “when
he hias robbed the borizon of his native fields of its inys-
tery, tarnished the blue of distant monntaing with lis feet,
he may begin to think of another world.”

Very well. Perbaps it may do a man no harm to think
of another world now and then, if not npon ene pretext,
on another. At evening the Golden Gate is the way to
the sunsct. The orb of day seitles into the sea at the
end of the gleaming strait, preeisely in that Tast where
we always fignre it to onrselves as rising in the morning.
The great circle is at Jast complete ; and, as the extremes
of every kind, even of love and hate, arc said to be iden-
tieal, the old, quicscent East hag become the bound of the
new, impetuons West. :

“What is a world to do,” you idly ask, “when it has no
longer a West? How is it to get on withoat that vague
open fegion on its borders, always the safety-valve and
outlet for surplns population and uneasy spirits ¢

“But when the race has guite arvived at this farther
shore, will it stop here? or will it possibly start round
the world again? Will it go on yet many times more,
always beginning with the bhighest perfection yet at-
tained, weaker types dying out in front to make room,
till it shall become in its march a dazzling army of light ¢

R
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Is a millenninm, perchance, to be reached in this ciinu.
lative way, as the power of a magnet is increased by the
number of turns of the helix ¥ -

“The soutiment of gain,” T say, continuing these wise
speculations, “lias heen the leading factor in drawing the
vations around the globe. Gold has been dangled as a
Lait: first, the hope of it by conquest; later, in mines of
the precious metals. Ik lias daneed, Aricl-like, will-o™-the-
wisp-like, before them.  Tantalized, disappeinted, after
floundering on a ways, they have pansed to develop the
fauds upon which they foutul themselves.

“But now at length, when the vacant spaces are Iu
and the need of qnhtelfngc exhausted, the bait is east
down, te be gorged upon by those who find it. Never
before, till ’49, were its followers rewarded with such un-
stinted liberality. The treasure of the earth seemed piled -
up o the fastnesses of the far Pacific.”

I recall that their yicld since the year 1848 has reached
the swmn of $2,100,000,000, and is still going on at
$80,000,000 a year. Gold, scattered at first in the very
sands, was later washed out of the gravel-banks, by the hy-
dranlic process, and later yct got by erushing the quartz
rock. When gold began to diminish it was followed by
gilver. The great “Donanza” mines of Nevada were
discovered.  “ Consolidated Virginia” alone produced
$65,000,000 in seven years.

IV.

What fabulons sums besides—to go back to town——the
managers made by the ingenious process of “milking the
market ” I do not undertake to compute. The prices of
this celebrated stock at successive dates, not far apart,
were: first, $17 a share; then $1; $110; $42; $700; and
then, in the final coliapse, fn 1875, little or nothing at all.
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I have seen a poor saloon called the “ Auction Lunceh,”
on Washington Strect, near the IPost-ofhice, suid to have
been kept by the ounce barkeepers, Flood and O'Brien,
who attained such & splendid prosperity. There is no
historie tablet over the door, but one naturally Jooks with
reverence at the place where the beginning of sueh things
could be. The proprictors of the “ Auetion Lunch” were
in the habit of taking gold-dust occasionally in a [riendly
way from miners, Tor safe-keeping swhile the owners were
énjoying themselves about town. 1t was from such per-
sons that they obtained the ¢ points” which resulied in
their getting possession first of  Hale and Noreross,” and
then of the greater part of the properties of the Con-
stock lode.

I fell in with o professed friend of thels of early times,
whose fortuncs had not mended at all at the same pace.
ITe descanted on the inegualities of fate, and what he
terined “bull-dog ™ luck.

IIc conld prove that Flood and O’Brien were not even
good business men—*“thongh Jimmy Flood does go about
with a wise air,” he said, “and Billy O'Brien left, at his
death, half a million dellars to each of eight or ten nieces.”

There is hardly.a limit to the exceptional characters

and cxeeptional doings to be heard of in SBan Trancisco.

Though the city affect—or has been driven into—a quies-
cent air now, it has hardly ever done anything like any
other place. It Legan with the wild Argonsuts of 49,
whom Bret IHarte has so strikingly portrayed. It had
had six great fires, which destroyed property to the
amounnt of $23,000,000, when yet less than threc years of
age. It was ruled for months, ln the year 1856, by a vig-
ilance committee, which rid it of eight hundred evil-doers
of one sort and another, the worst by sammary execution,
the rest by banislhiment,
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The politics of the State before the war were Demo-
eratic, with a rather strong Soutbern bias, There was a
long feud between the thvo great Senatorial paladivg,
Broderick and Gwin, which resulied iv the death of
Jroderick by the duelling-pistol of one of the partisans
of the latter.  There was the long fight and a final deliv-
erance from an incabus of forged Spanizh land titles, the
mannfacture of which “had Lecowe a business and a
trade,” and which covered the area of the city many
times over.  Then eame the war, and the peculiarities
growing ont of the retention of a solid earrency, while
the rest of the country was defuged with a deprecisted
paper.

The brilliant period, hter, when the Bonanza mincs
were pouring oub their floods of riches, and the favorite
stocks were ranning delightfully up and down the gamut
from $1 to §700 a share, was followed, as T have said, by
a depression of the deepest dye. 1n the unbearable dis-
appointment of their losses, and the stagnation of trade,
a part of the community snatclied at a theory held out
to them by demagagues, that it was their political institu-
tions which were somnchow to blame.  Upon this basis a
singular new party, wild and half-eommunistic in eharac.
ter, arose, and met with a brief success. The truckinan,
Denis Kearney, was its Caius Gracchus or Watt Tyler,
and set it in tmotion with Llaspliewons mouthings from
an improvised tribune in the Sandlots, It eclected a
mayor who was at the same time a Baptist preacher.
This mayor’s son—preacher, too—rode np one day and
assassinated at his own door an cditor who had passed
strictures on their course. The party voted a new con-
stitution, which was thought to be a prelude to wniversal
conliscation, and eapitalists fled belore it in alarm.

And, finally, this remarkable city, having Lecome the

' 14%
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recipicnt of a Chinese immigration which has given fo a

part of it the aspect of a portion of the Flowery Kingdoin,-

hias been agitated by fears of complete snbversion under
Orjentalism, and has originated new problems for politi-
cal economny and international law,

After but a tithe of such violent and novel experiences
any city wonld lbe glad to rest awhile. Ban Francisco
seeins entering npou a new period, and likely to do things
henceforth more in the normal way. There has been a
time of contemplation, and the lessons of the past have
struck in.  As things have slowly improved the gloom of
the renction has disappeared after the nnhealthy inflation
that gave it birth. The new politieal craze was of but
short duration. I ncver saw anywhere so quictly con-
ducted an clection as that of the list autwmn, which
dismissed the Kearney-Kalloch faction from power. A
speeial provision prevents the approach of any person but
the voter immediately cogaged within onc hundred feet
of a polling-place. I had rather expected to see dead and
maimed Clhinamen Jying at every corner, or fleeing before
infuriated crowds. Dut thongh San Franciscans enter-
tain Leliefs of their own as to the undesirability of a
great Chinese immigration, during a long stay I neither
saw nor heard of an atteropt to molest any individual on
aceount of it

The new congtitution itself proved a harmless hugahoo.
It is a gratifying tribute, in fact, to nativo commmon-sense
and Anglo-Saxon ideas that this instrument, prodnced in
a time of great excitement, and, as was charged; with the
most sabversive intentions, should not enly contain se lit-
tle that is dangerons, but so much in a high degree com-
mendable. It does not harm property, Irightened eap-
ital may return with entire safety. 1 profess myself so
far a person of inceudiary opinions as to hold that an
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honest dircetness of purpose in this new constitution, its
effort to simplify legislation and sweep away embarrass-
ments, often maintained mach nupre in the iuterest of leg-
islator and Inwyor than the publie good, is well worthy of
imitation elsewherc.

Plhysical and commereinl conditions are also changing.
Life icreafter will depend less upon spasmodie “finds,”
aud more on the humdrum and legitimate industries.
Mining, thongh the supply of treasare, with improved
machinery, still holds ount in a uniform way, takes a less-
er rank.,  Agnenlture and roannfacturcs come every
day more to the [ront. Culifornia produces an annual
wheat crop ol 50,000,000, a wool crop of §10,000,000,
wines to the amount of $4,000,000, and fruits worth ag
mueh more, though these last two branches are but in
their infancy. Ol the greater part of all this San Iran-
cisco is the endrepdt.

The smoke of the soft coals of Alaska, Oregon, and
Australia too may be allowed to thicken the wir to some
purpose, since it produces manufacturcs ta the amounnt of
$75,000,000 per annum.
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XXITT.

BAN FRANCISCO (Condinved).

I

Krarvey Srrewrr (sharing its distinetion now with
Market Street) is, in sunshiny weather, the promneunade
of all the leisurely and well-dressed. It abounds in jew-
ellers, who often combine the business of pawnbroking
with the other, and are fond of prefixing “1ncle” to
their names. Thus, *“ Unelo Johnson,” “ Unele Jackson,”
or “ Uncle Thompson,” all along the way, muke a genial
proffer of their hospitable service. There are shops of
Chinese and Japanese goods, though this is not the reg-
alar quarter, and “Assinwull and Wassiamall” invite vs
to inspect the goods of the Kast Tndies.

Perhaps European foreigners of distinetion—English
lords, M.Ps, and younger sons, German barons and Rus-
gian princes—oun their way round the world, are not mare
numercns than in New York, but they secin more nu-
merous in proportion. The books of the Palace Hotel
are seldoin frec of them, and they are detected, at 2
glance, strolling on the streets or gazing at the large
photograplis of the Yosemite Valley and the Big Trees
which hang at prominent corners.

There is a genial feeling about Kearney Street, which
arises, I think, froin its being level—at the foot of the
steep bills. The temptation is to linger there as long as
possitle. The instant you feave it for the residence por-
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tion of town you have to begin n back-breaking climb.
The ascent is like going up-stairs, and nothing lcss.

The San Frauciseo lLionscholder of means is *like the
herald Merenry new-lighted on a heaven-kissing Lill.”
ITow in the workl, I have asked, does he got up there?
Well, by the Cable road. 1 consider the Cable road one
of the very foremost in the list of enripsitics, though I
have refrained from bringing it forward till now, Itisa
peenliar kind of tramway, useful also on a level, bat in-
vented for the purpose of overcoming steep elevations.

Two cars, coupled, are seen moving, at a high rate of
speed, without jae and in perleet safety, up and down all
these extraordinary undulations of gronmd. There is ne
horse, no steam, no vestige of machinery, no ostensiblo
meang of locomotion of any kind. The astonished eom-
ment of the Chivaman, observing this marvel for the first
time, may be worth repeating once more, old ag it is:

“ Melican 1nan’s wagon, no pushee, no pullee; go top-
gide il like flashee.”

The solntion of the mystery is an endless wire cable
hidden in a box in the road-bed, and turning over a great
wheel in an engine-honse at the top of the bill. The fore-
most of the two cars is provided with a grip, or pincers,
running underneath in a continnons crevice in the box
with the cable. When the conductor wishes to go on he
clutehes with his grip the eable; when he wishes to stop
Lie fets go and puts on o brake. There is no snow and
ice to elog the ceutral crevice, which, by the necessities of
the case, must he open. The systemn has been applied,
however, with emendations, in Chieago, and ig about to
be on the great Drookiyn Bridge, at New York,

The great louses on the hill, like almost all the resi-
dences of the city, are of wood. It scerus & pity, consid-
ering the money spent, that this shonld be so, Tt is
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attributed to the superior warmth and dryness of wood
in so moist and conl a climate, and also to its seenvity
against the shock of earthquakes. Whatever be the rea.
son, the San I'rancisco Croesuses have reared for them-
selves palaces whichi might be swept off at a breath and
leave no trace of their existence.  Their architectnre has
nothing to commend it to favor. They are large, rather
over-ornate, and of no particular style.

The Ilopkins residence—a costly (othic chiteau, ear
ried ont alse in wood—uay be excepted from {his deserip-
tion. The basement storics, however, are of stone, and
there iz enongh work in these and foundations to build
many a first-class Bastern mansion.  To prepare sites for
habitations on the steep hills has been an enormons Jabor
and expense.  Tle part played Ly retuining-wallg, ter-
races, and staircases ts extraordinary. ‘Tha merest wood-
en cottage is often prefaced by works which ontweiph its
own importanee a dozen to one.

When a peerage is drawn up for San I'vancisco, the
grader will follow in rank the railroad-builder and the
miner. To hardly anybedy eclse has such an amount of
lucrative employment Leen open. What a cutting aud
filling! what gravelling and paving!

Striking freaks of surface and arrangement result.
The city might have been terraced up, like Genoa, or
Naples above the Chiaja. It is pictaresque still, in the
thin, American way, through the absolute force of eir-
cumstanecs. You enter the retaining-walls of stone or
plank through door-ways or grated archways like the

postern-gates of castles. You pass up stone steps in tun--

nels or vine-covered arbers within these; or zigzag from
landing to landing of long, wooden stairways, without.
Odd little terrace strects and “ places,” as Charles Place,
with bhits of gardens, are found sandwiched between the

f..-i ﬁ
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regular formation. A wide thoronghfare, Second Street
—cut through Rincon T[] the Nob Il of a former day,
to afford access to water for vehicles-~has been the oc-
casion of leaving isolated, high and dry, somne few old
houses, with eypresstrees abont them, approached by
wooden staireases almost interninable. Dark at sunset
against a red sky, for instanee, they present effects to
delight the hemt of an cteher.

TMIAT-GRADR KESIPRKCKS,

In this line, however, nothing is equal to Telegraph
1131}, which bristles with the make-shift contrivances of a
much huwbler population. Dret Harte lived there at
one time, and asserts that the goats nsed to browse on lis
pots of geranivm in the sccond-story windows. They
algp pranced on the roof at night in such a way that a
new-comer thought there had Leen a fine thunderstorm,
Llsewhere, instead of precipices, you meet with chasms,
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Looking down from the roadway, you will see some poor
figure of a woman sewing in a bay-window which was
onco filled with atr and sunshine, but now commands
only a pateh of mildewed wall.

The views from the hills are of no common order.
As you rigse on the Cable rond yon hang iu the air above
the body of the city, and above the harbor and its envi-
ronment. The Clay Street road, onc of the steepest,
passes through the Chinese quarter. Ilaif-way up an
cnsign, of a blne-and-cgrimson dragon on an orange
field, on the Chinese Cousulate-general, flies, a bright bit
of color in the foreground. The bay, far below the eye,
has an opagne look. On some rare days it is very blue
in coior, but oftener:it is of slute or greenish gray.  Dass-
ing vessels erisscross their wakes in white upon the
~green like pencils on a slate.

The atmosphere above it is ravely clear.  Some Inrking
wisp of fog at best is generally stealing in at the Golden
Gate, ar under dark Tamalpais, watching to rush ovor
and seize upon the city. An obsenrity, part of fog and
part of smoke, hovers in areas, now euveloping oniy the
town, again the prospect, so that nothing can be seen,
thongh the town itself be free. Now it lifts momentari-
ly from the horizon for glimpses of distant islands and
cities, and the peak of Mount Diablo, thirty miles away,
and shuls down as suddenly as if these were but-figmorts
of a vision. _

The view down upon the lights at night is particularly
striking. Set in constellations, or radiating in formal
lines, they are like the biveuac of 2 great army. It
might be the hosts of Armageddon were ecueatped
round about awaiting the dawn. Tor several days, from
California Street 11ill, there was the spectacle of o devas-
tating fire in the woods of Mount Tamalpais. Its dark

A
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smolke rendered the sunsets lurid and ominous, and at
night the burning mountain, reflceted in the bay, was a
more terrible Vesavius or Ilecla.

IL

One is hardly snpposed to “travel” as yet in America
ag in Burope.  We make our jouvseys here for definite
objects, chicfly on business. No doubt, if we could bring
ourselves to the sare receptive frame of mind, the same
readiness to be amused by odds-and-ends of experience,
a good deal the sme kind of pleasure could be got out
of it as there. San Irancisco at least appears to afford
n few of exactly the smne details which reccive the atten-
tion of the leisurely abroad.

Ttalian fishermen eab wnacaroni, and drivk red wine,
and wait upott the tides, about the vieinity of Broadway
and Front Streets. The Italian eolony, for the rest, is
pretty nnmerous. The part that remains on shore is
chicfly ecomposed of grocers, butchers, and restaurateurs.
Chivese shrimp-catchers are found in the cove at Po-
trevo, behind the large new mannfacturing bnildings of
that qunarter, and again at San Drano Point, twelve
miles down the Lay. Their boats and junks are not
on o targe scale, but display the usnal peculiarities of
their nautical architecture.

The Freneh colony is also numerous, and the language
heard continually on the street. Taking advantage of
the variety and excellence of supplies in the markets,
Freneh restaurvants furnish repasts—including a half-
Lottle of wine of the conntry—of extraordinary cheap-
ness. A considerable Mexican and Spanish contingent
mingles also with the Italians, along Upper Dupont,
Vallejo, and Green Streets. Shops with such titles as
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La Sorprese and the Liende Mexdcona adjoin the Unita
& Ltalie and the foma saloon. A Mexican militia com-
pany tarns out, nnder the green, white, and ved tricolor,
on every anniversary of the national independenee, the
16th of September.  During the Carnival scason a form
of entertainment known as ¢ Cuscarone partics” prevails
among the Spanish residents.  The participants pelt one
another with egg-shells filled with gilt and coloved pa-
pers. Somctimes a eanvas fort is erceted in the street,
and attacked and defended Ly means of these missiles
and handfuls of flowr.  Soclr Spanish Tife as there is can
hardly e said to have remained frem the early days,
“since the Spanish scttlement at best was infinitesimal. It
has been attracted here in the nean time Jike other im-
migration. A dusky wmother, smeking a cigarctte, in a
hammock, in a palm-thatched Loty on the Aeapaleo trail,
told me of a sen who had gone to S8an Fraveisco twenty
yearsg before and becowmne a carpenter there.  Ile had for-
gotten now, she heard, even how to spenk his native
language.

The Latin race seams to have Leen espeeinlly atiracted
to the conntry of a mild elimate and original traditions
like their own. Buf German and Seandinavian names
too on the sign-boards—Russian Ivanovich and Abramo-
vich, and Hungarian Haraszthy—show Uhat no one Llood
or influence has exclusive sway. There appears to Le
an unustally free intermingling and giving In marriage
among these varions components. They are less clannish
than with us. Lady Wortley Montagn remarked, at Con-
stantinople, sowe hundred years apgo, n similar fusion,
and believed it a resson for a debased and mongrel race.
But a very different class of blood mingles here from
that of Orientals at Constantinople, Qur nuch more
cheerful theory is, that we are to combine the best qual-
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ities, the hardihood and good looks of all; while eliminat-
ing their defects. Certainly the bright, intelligent aspect
of the children of San Fravciseo docs nothing as yet to
diseredit such a theory.

Such vestiges of 49 as yet remain arc extremnely few.
I confess to surprisc as well at the slightness of the his-
torie records at the Picneer Society. 1 make little doubt
that they could be easily parallcled in many other libra-
ries of the country. “ Novth Beacl,” under Telegrapls
1Lill, may Be visited both for its memorics and present
aspeet of pictoresqne ruin, It is where the pianeer ships
landed. Ilence, also, the ill-fated Ralston swmn out into
the bay, and here are the reimains of “Ilarry Meigs's
Wharf.?  1larry Meigs was o famous protoiype  of
Ralston’s in the Filtics. Defeated in Lritliant financial
schemes, and having endeavored to save his dofeat by
forgery, he was obliged to take flight. lle chartered a
schooner to tuke himn to the Soutl Sea Islauds, which kay
off the wharf for Iim at midnight.

“This is hell,” he is reperted to have said as lic
stepped on board, expressing thus his Lucifer- ]11{(, sense
of humiliation and downfall.

ITe did not remain long at the Soutl Sea Islands, bnt
sailed for Peru. There he Legan the world again, built
all the railways of that repnblic, became a great inillion-
naire, sent back and paid all bis debts, and was divested,
by act of Legislatute, so far as legislation could do it, of
the stigma of his crimes. Ilis story is by no nicans a
good one to hold up to the emulation of youth, but it is
romantie, and in sowne sense characteristic of California.

The blackened ohl pier is a dumping - place for city
refuse now, and swarms of chifoniers gather around it
to pick out snch seraps of value as they may Lefore they -
are washed away Dy the daily tides.
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The leading streots of San Irancisco commemonrate the
pioneers of State or place. A newer series adopts the
names of the States of the Union, and simple numbers,
which are carried already to Forty-fifth, for avennes, and
Thirticth Tor strects.  The Fst-growiog, tongh, fragrant,
but serawny, encalyptus is much in uvse as a shade-tree.
In the door-yards grow cypresses, the Spanish-bayouet,
and the erdinary flowers, needing a great deal of sprink-
ling to keep them in good order. '

The San Francisco school of writers, developed in the
successful days of the Qeerland MHonthiy, have not made
much uwse of the eity itself in their literature.  Bret Iarto
confined lis local range to the doings of certain stmall
boye, some “Bidewalkings,” and tho disagreeable {eatnres
of the elimate, in “ Neighhorhoods [ [Tave Moved From.”
It was from Jolsom Strect that the adventurous Master
Charles Sunnuerton; aged five, scb out for his great expe-
dition to Van Dicman’s Land, by way of the Second and
Market Street cars. I had oceasion to visit Folsotn Street
sometives, and even this slight incident—euch is the po-
tency of the Jiterary touch-—lhas given it a genial interest
which many others, as good in appearance, and even
stately Van Ness Avenue, on the other side of town—
very much better—Dby no means share,

III.

Ban Frauncisco offers, in my view, the advantage of

saving a trip aroond the world.  Whoever, having seen

Europe, shrinks from farther wanderings way derive hete
from a compact Chinese city of 30,000 souls sich an idea

of the lifc and doings of the Celestinl Empire as may

appease ciriosity and talte the place of a voyage to the
Orient.
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The Chinese imumigrants, it is true, rarely creet build-
ings of their owwn, but it themselves to what they find.
They fit themselves in with all their peenliar industrics,
their smells of tobaceo and eooking-oll, their red and yel-
low signs aud band-bills, opinm pipes, bigh-soled slippers,
sticks of Indin iuk, silver pins, and packets of face-pow-
der, their fruits and fish, their curions groceries and wore
curions butcher’s meat—ihey have fitled all this into the
Yankee buildings, and taken sueli absolute possessiou that
wo are no longer in Awcrica, but Shanghai or 1long-
I{ong. The restaurants make the newest approach to the
national fagades, but this is brought about by adding
liighly-decorated balconics, lanterns, and inscriptions, and
not building ontright.

I had theeuriosity to try oue of the best of the restan-
rants —quile u gorgeous affair, at the head of Connnereial
Street—and found the fare both neafly served and pala-
table. There was a eertain monotony iv the bill, which 1
aseribed to a desire to give us dislics as near the Amer-
ican style as possible. We had chicken-soup, with flour
paste resembling macaroni; & very tender chicken, sliced,
throngh bones and all, in a bowl; a bowl of duck; a pew-
ter chafing-dish of quail with spinach. All the food is set
ont (v Lowls, and each helps himself, with ebony chop-
sticks, to sitech morscls rs he desires.  The chopsticks, held
in the fingers of the right hiand, somewhat after the man-
ner of castanets, are about as convenient to the novice as
a pair of lead-pencils.  We drank saki, or rice brandy, in
infinitesimal enps, during the dinner, and at dessert very
fine tea.

The upper story of these places is reserved for guests
of the better class. Those of slender purses are accow-
modated below.  To these is served a second drawing of
the same tea which Tas been nsed, and such meats as re-

e
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main in a toletable state. The upper story is decorated
with carved work, painted scarlet, and heavily gilded, and
gereens, Janterns, and teak-wood tables and stools; while
below pine-wood tables are deemed good enough.

A BALCONY 1IN THE CIHNESR QITARTER.

Dropping in late one evening for & enp of tea, I had
the fortune to witness & supper-party—=a novel, genre pic-
ture, glowing with color. There were a dozen dignified-
looking 1men, dressed in handsome silk clothing—black,
blue, and purple.  With them were as wany women-—

young, slender, and pretfy, of their type, while the women
seen walking about the streets are very coarse and clumsy.

15
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Their Llack hair was carefully smoothed, and looped up
with silver pins, and their complexions were daintily made
of pink and white and vermilion, realizing exactly the
heads painted on their silken fans. The most interesting
girl was of Fellalr or lebrew aspeet, and was probably
not without an admixture of other blood in her veins.
The men occupied carved teak-wood staols ahout o large
table, spread with a white cloth, and covered with charm-
ing china. The women stood by and served them. Now
and then ono of the latter rested momentarily on a corner
of astool,in a langhing way, and took a worsel also. The
whote was a bit of bright Chenodserie worth a long jour-
ney to witness.

They were very merry, and played, among other amnse-
ments, a gmne like the Italian 20ra. Tn this one wonld
hold up fingers in rapid succession, while the others
shouted the probable number at the tops of their voices.
What with this, their langhter, drumming on the table,
and gencral hubbub, besides an orehestra of their peculiar
tnusic adding its din from beliind a screen, they were not
very unlike a party of Darisian canotiers and- grisciles
supping at Bougival.

The temple and the theatre of the Chinese emigrant
have an identical character wherever lie goes. 1 found
here the same acenes in both T had witnessed in Ilavana
at the beginning of my journcy. The temple, economi-
eally set up in some upper rear room, abonnds it gandy
signs and somc good brouzes, but is little frequented.
The theatre is far wore popular. The dresses used here
are rich and interesting. The performers are continn-
ally marehing, fighting, spinning about, pretending to be
dead and jumping np again, and singiug in high, eracked
voices like the whine of a bagpipe. A doughty warrior,
who may be Gengis I{han or Titnoar the Tartar, and hear
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himgelf with the “most haughty stride and withering
pride,” will sing you his lines in this same puny, whining
voice, and no other.  The slightness of the means of illn-
sion is a niive feature of interest in the Chincse drama.
As one of the simple rustics in the Midswmmer Night’s
Dream holds up an arm to represent a wall, across which
Pyramus and Thisbe are supposed to talk, so licre, if it
be designed, for instance, to represent the march of an
army through the woods, a screen is put up at one side
of the stage, bearing an inseription which no doubt says
“Woods,” and around this the military betake them-
selves,

The cemetery is more enriows even than the theatre of
Chinadom in San Francisco. I eame npon it in the conrse
of a long stroll one afternoon, and was almost the only
speetator of some peculiar coremonial rites in propitiation
of the dead. It is not gronped in the general Golgotha at
Lone Mountain, but adjoins that devoted to the city pan-
pers, out among the melancholy sand-duncs by the seean.
1t is parcelled off by white fences into a large namber of
enclosures for separate burial guilds, or fongs. These have
large signs upon them—* IPook Yam Tong,” “Tung Scn
Tong,” “Ye Ou Tong,” ete. Oune has almost difficulty
to persuade himself that hie is awake witnessing such do-
ings asa here take place in the broad sunlight of Yankee-
land.

It is the practice to convey the bones of their dead to
China, but there are preliminary {unerals in regular form.
All the “hacks” in San I'rancisco are often engaged.
The bones are left in the gronnd a year or more before
removal,

Toward three in the afternoon a nwmber of express-
wagons of the commmon sort drove up with freights of
Chinamen and Chinawomen, and curiously assorted pro-
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visions. The “lhoodlum” drivers conduneted themselves
peaceably enough, but seemed to have a certain sardonie
air at the idea of having te draw their profits from pa-
trons of such a class.  The provisions were unloaded, taken
up and Jaid on small wooden altars, of which there is one
at the front of each fong. DMost conspicuous were whole
roast pigs, decorated with ribbons and colored papers.
There were next roast fowls, rice, salads, swectments,
fraits, cigars, and rice brandy. The participants set to
work to fire revolvers, bombs, and erackers, kindle pack-
ages of colored paper, make profound genuflections befnre
the graves, and scattor libations upon them of food and
liquors. Ouly the roast pigs were reserved and taken
Lome againj all the rest was scattered about. The din
and smoke ifuereased apace; the strange-garbed figures
pranced about like sorcercrs, and the decorated pigs
loomed out with a goblin atr. It scemned a veritable
witches” Sabbath. Some of the fruits and cigars were
hospitably offered to me as 1 looked on; and I will say
that parsimony docs not scem a vice of tho Chinsman,
thougl he lives upou so little, and is content with mod-
crate returns,

Coming back the same way in the eveoning, I noted
prowling figures of swhite wmen among the graves, gath-
ering up the fragments cast down by the improvident
lLieathen. '

I am glad, on the whole, not to have the mooted Chi-
nese question to settle in person. On the one hand, a
great Iaw of political cconomy—the natural right of man
to scek happiness wherce e will; on the other,a view that
the best good of a community does not necessarily consist
in mere size and value of #improvements.” The reflect-
ive mind will find it rather in the greatest average distri-
bution of comfort. I should say that there have been no
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evils of consequence experienced from the presence of the
Chinese population as yet. Without them the railroads
could not have been built, nor the agricitltural nor mio-
ing interests developed.  With all the eomplaint, too, of
competition, the wages of white labor are better here than
at the Iast, and the cost of living is eertainly not more.

A proper male costume for San ['rancisco is humnor-
onsly said to be a linen duster with a fur collar. The
variability of the climate within brief spaces of time is
thus indicated. 1t varies Jargely, m fact, in diflerent
patts of the same day, thongh the mean for the year is
remarkably even. Tle mean for January—the coldest
montli—is but fifty degrees, and for Septeinber—the
warimest—fifty-oight. It is a famous climate for work,
but the average temperature, as is seen, is pretty low for
comfort. People go away for warmth in the summer
quite as mucl as for coolness. The rainy scason-—the
winter—is really the pleasantest of the yecar. The air is
_elearer theiwr, while the prospects are verdant and best
worthy to be scen. At other times fogs prevail, or bleak
winds arise in the afternoon, and blow dust, in a dreary
way, into the eyes of all whose misfortunce calls them to
be then in the streets. '

We return o town from our Chinese ceremony along
wide I"oint Lobos Avenue, the drive to the OIff Honse.
It is skirted on one side by the publie pleasure-gronud,
Golden Gate Park, an area of half a mile by three miles
and a half, which is being redeemed from an original eon-
dition of drifting sand in a wonderful way. All the outer
tract near the ccean is as desert and yellow as Sahara. A
few scattered dwellings appear in the sanrls, each with its
water-tank and wind-mill, a yneea-plant or two, and some
knots of tough grass about it. The city appears ou the
edge of the steep, as if it were looking over in surprise,
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T map marked out as a ficld of travel Southern Cali-
fornia,

It is not casy to decide on the instant just what South-
ern Culiforuia should be decmed to comprehend. Most of
the State, leaving ont the wining and Jumbering districts,
displays some of those tropical features in which the idea
of Seuthernness to the imagination of the temperate cli-
mates cousists. You see orange, fig, and pomegranate
trees surroanding pleasant homes at Sonoma, well to the
north of San Francisco, Oune of the most important dis.
tricts for raisin-cnlture is near Sacramiento and Matys-
ville, north-west. At the springs of Calistoga, seventy-
five miles north, is Tonnd a group of tho finest palm-trees
in California. Tt is safe to assuine, however, that all this
will be fonnd in the greater perfection as the low lati-
tudes are approached.

San Irancisco lies not far from midway of the State, and
Southern California may conveniently be taken as all that
part south of the scaport and motropelis. It was upon
the area just below, aronnd the DBay, that the Rev. Starr
King lavished his most polished eulogies, deseribing the
“flowers by the nerc, flowers by the square mile,” wliich
he saw there, in the spring.  To the vicinity of San José,
fifty miles down, Bayard Taylor proposed (if hie should
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live to be old, and note his faculties fuiling) to retire in
order to rencw his youth, And but seventy-five miles
farther sonth are the smmnmer resorts—and winter resorts
as well—of Santa Cruz and Monterey.

I set out in mid-autumn, the time of the county fairg,
when the products of an agricultural country should be
seen to particnlar advantage. There was held at San
José the combined fair of the counties of Santa Clara
and Santa Crnz, and that I made my first objective
peint.

There are no means of exit from San Franciseo by land
except to the sonthward, the long, narrow peninsula on
which it lies being surrounded on all other sides by water.
One may cross, however, by ferry to Oakland—the Jersey
City and IHoboken, as well as Brooklyn, of the place—-and
go around the bay on that side by a road which reaches
San José also. In doing so you traverse Alameda Connty,
which raiscs nearly a million bushels of wheat a year
from a single township, together with tons of sugar-beets,
and more hay than any other county in the Siate. It
comeg third also in rank for grape-vines, and has tropical
pretensions of its own, making an exbibit of orange and
lemon trees in certain favored nocks. Dut the more di-
rect way is the coast division of the Southern Iacific
Railway, down the peninsula.

Let us glance at topography a moment. California is
fenced off into valleys by two long north and sontli
ranges—the Sierra Nevadas, immensely high, and the
lower Coast Range. These meet in acute points, north
at Shasts, and south ai the Lejon ’ass, and hecome one.
They enclese between them the vast central space known
in its upper portion as the Sacramento Valley, and its
lower ag the San Joaquin Valley, from the two main riv-
ers by which it is drained. The granite Sierra Nevadas
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contain the peaks of from thirteen to fifteen thousand feet
elevation which have ohtained an cxtensive fame in the
world. The Coast Range, of softer matarials, averages
only from two to six thousand feet.

The Sicrra Nevadas do not greatly divide their strength,
but the Coast Range throws ont frequent spurs paralicl
to itself. These take separate names, ag Sierra Morena,
Santa Clara, and Santa Cruz mountains, and form numer-
ous long, narrow valleys anc benches of table-land be-
tween themselves and the Pacific Ocean.

Down the large Santa Clara Valley, one of those formed
in this way in the midst of & diversified region, our first
excursion takes ns.

By the time the files of freight-cars constituting the
tnmediate environs of all Amcrican citics ave passed we
find ourselves running through a tract of small vegetable
gardens and windmills. Clusters of buildings in white
enclosures, that looked from town, on their hills, like
Mexican haciendas, are “institutions” of various sorts.
A long arm of Ban Francisco Bay accompanies ns thirty
miles sonth, and is seen gleaming to the left, with a wide
stretch of marsh between, Ark-like stroctures on piles, at
intervals along the water’s edge, are guard-houses, keeping
wateh over beds of the small California oyster, which has
never yet been either coaxed or driveninte a grandenr com-
mensurate with the pretensions of everything else about it.

The couception thaf has gone ont about Southern Cali-
fornia is that it is an carthly Paradise. I will say at once
that it is very charming, even in the dry season, bhut it
is an carthly Paradise very different from the best idea
of it one has been able to get by previous investigation.
I found myself there, in short, in the dry scason, and
most writers have spoken of it only as viewed in the
season of rains and verdure.
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The guide-book promises, “after a few minutes’ ride,
orchards, viucyards, elegant farm-houses, prospects tfo
charm all who love the beautics of nature”  But, really
~—on¢ rubs his oyes—where are they? The ground is
mournfully bare and brown. Ilardly a tree or a bush is
scen j not a green blade of grass. At length some simall
trees, a varioty of serub-oaks, at a little distance resem-
bling the olive! Iarm-houses are few, and not at all
“elegant.”  The hills are of the color of cainel’s hide,
and not unlike the eancl’s lnimps.

At Millbrae, finally, there is a glilmpse of the wooden
towers, in the American style, of a villa, and a large
dairy bharmn. At Belmont the low hills are elose at haud,
At Menlo Park a charming flower-hed is cared for, by
the track, as at foreign railway-stations. Wo are in
tite chosen site for villa residences of the San Franciseo
millionnaires,  The surface is flat, and with its growth of
oaks reealls the outskirts of Chieago, as at Iyde Park or
Riverside. :

The valley widens till the hills are distant and veiled in
blue, with tawny grain-fields between; but still no ver-
dure!  And where are the wild flowers? One hardly
expects them now *“ by the acre and by the square mile,”
it is true, sinee it is autamn; bat of all the primroses,
the larkspur, the.Jupin, the poppies of tradition, not one !
Not a narcissus! not a ohryswf}l(,muml Oh, my prede-
cessors! what shall I think of yon?

In the spring the flowers bloom and c*upet the earth
as grass carpets it clsewhere.  Speaking of the spring the
culogists do not say a word too much. But it is my
originality to have scen Southern California in the au-
tumn and winter-—as it is for seven months of every
year, and as it may be, in oxceptional scasons, the wlole
year througls.
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Not to wake a great deal of this bareness and dryness
would be to neglect a most essential featnre. The an-
nual rains begin in December, January, or Febroary, and
continue till June, diminisbing in May, which is some-
times itself a dry month. In the autuwmn the leaves fall
—what comparatively few there are to fall—as elsewlere,
and are not rencwed.

“But you set up to be a Iand of perpetual summer,
you know,” one arguces with the Californian, in the first
state of surprise.

“S¢ we are,” ho replies; “Dbut that does not necessari-
ly mean perpetual verdure. ILook at the thermometer!
look at the fertility of the land! You have but to run
water on it by irrigation, and it will do whatever you
please. Contrast this brown season with your own white
one. 'The land is dry and easy to get about on, and the
gky above is uniformly pleasant. Do you prefer your
fields of sheeted snow, under the howling blasts? your
quagmires of mud and slush, alternately freczing and
thawing

“Very true,” I admit, accepting this diffcrent point of
view.

Then, perhaps, by way of finishing touch, he adds,
rising to a dignity well justitied by the facta, ¢ California
sets np to be a land of relations, commereial, agricultural,
mineral, and social, which have made it a power in the
world. It hae revoiutionized valnes, struck the key-note
of new social conditions, and begun & new commercial
era. California has arrived at a point where she takes
her place in the Union on the ordinary terms. We no
longer depend upon a repute for astonnding beanties and
cecentricitica—though of these, too, there is no lack, as

you will find.”
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II.

San Josd, a eity of twenty thousand people, contests
with Sacramente the honor of being third in himportance
in the State.  You alight there at the small station. In
the vieinity arc a waiting horse-car, & blacksmith’s shop,
and rail-fences printed with advertisements. These have
a very Ameriean look, to begin with, for a place with 2
romantic Spanish namwe—a place to which yon are recom-
mended to come in search of the elixir of life. And so
have the small picket-fences an Amerieau look, and the
comfortabic little clapboarded wooden houses behind
them, with scroll-suwed ornaments in their piazzas,
With the oxcepiion of an mnwsual munber of French
and Ttalian names on the sign-boards, and some large,
elean tuns in front of the shops of dealers in native
wines, it is as downright a little Yankee town as ever
was. There is mneh shade in the streets, and in a pub-
lic green, but the trees arve yet too small and lov.

Lt is a clean, prosperous city, the centre of a yich agri-
enttural distriet. It has excellont schools and all the
other econvenicnces of life. A good deal of money has
been spent on the prineipal business buildings. As in
most other provincial towns throughout the Stdte, they
are much covered with bay-windows, in what might be
deseribed as the Sair Franeisco style of architecture. An
iron trestle-work tower was going up at the intersection
of the two main strects, to rise to a height of two hun-
dred feet, to contain an clectric light and illuminate the
town. The white Court-house, in the classic style,
though not large, is agrecably proportioned, and quite
a model of its kind,

The week’s doings at the Tair Grounds regolved them-
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selves chiefly into trotting-matehes. T was told that the
combined display of the two countics was poorer this
year than either was in the habit of making alone.
There was racing and ornamental rviding, one day, by
young women, and thuse who took preminms were girls
of but fourteen and sixteen. Another popular feature of
these connty fairs was «firemen’s tourhaments,” in which
different companics held contests of speed, equipped with
all their paraphernalia.

There was but a seattering display of live-stock, and
little or no fruit. The two-lundred-ponnd equash, the
twenty-six-pound turnip, the beet five feet in length and
8 foot through, the apples and pears commensnrate with
these, were not shown. I had seen thein before, and Jid
not much regret their absence. I nave a lurking sus-
picion that there 1s a standard of the vegetable as of the
human race, and that the Tom Thumbs and General
Bateses of the one are not more fortunate in their de-
parture from it than those of the other.

The capacity of the country to prodnce fruits, not
simply of abnormal size, but fine quality—excepting the
apple, which requires extremcs of heat and cold, and
remains insipid-—hag, perhaps, been too well tested to
need competitive exhibitions. What better county fair
than the daily display of fruits and vegetables in the San
Franecisco market? The regular season for any and all
of them 18 twice as Jong as on the Atlantic coast at cor-
respounding latitudes.

I traversed the mnch-enlogized “ Alameda,” an avenue
of willows and poplars, of three tiles, set ont, in 1799,
by Spanish friars. These founded a mission among the
Indiang at Santa Clara, to which town the avenue ex-
tends. There remnins at Santa Clara the chapel of the
nrission, with its adobe walls, five fect thick, and flat
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wooden ceiling, rudely painted, It is now'a part of a
flourishing collegiate institution. Across the way is a
cinmp of rainous old adobe cottages of the same date;
but we are adjured to pay no great heed to these, since
we are going presently to Mouterey, which has, as it
were, a grand specialty of all that kind of thing.

The Alamuda poplars and willows wake but a moder-
atc showing for their age, and can hardly be rated cgnal
to New Ilaven elms, for instance. Behind them, along
both sides of the road, are houses of a bourgeods comlort,
as in the town. There arc said to be residents of wealth
and leisuire who have been attracted heve to pass the re-
mainder of their days in peace, The Coast Mountains,
they say, cut off the fogs and winds of the oeean, and a
higher range ou the otlier side bars out the heats of the
country eastward. We cndeavor to diving, in some si-
perior refinenient of tastc and sentiment, the abodes of
these particular ones. 1t is a pleasant conception, that
of coming here to live for the pure physical delight in
living, and highly intcresting. Derhaps their daughters
will stand by the gates with a certain. repining mingled
with their air of superior distinction, as if they, for their
part, had not guite so willingly consented to abandon a
world of larger opportunities. Bnt we do mot succeed.
Some of these residents are gimply rude mining men who
have Dbroken their constitutions in Nevada and Utah;
and, after all, the desire to live a life of physieal con-
tentment does not imply tastc in architectnre and land.
seape gardening. '

IIT.

One had expected a good deal of novelty and pic-
turcsqueness from these towns, of ramantic “San” and
“Banta,” and “Los™ and “Del)” and feels rather ag-
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grieved not to get so much of it.  Its abeence is explained
in part by tho fact that there were rarcly original soitle-
ments corresponding to the present names. These are
taken rather fromn ranches, springs, or mines in the neigh-
borhood. On the arrival of the Americans in California
there were but thirteen thonsand Spanish, or Mexicans,
all told, while the territory was as large as New York,
Pennsylvama, and the six New Lngland States put fo-
gether,

Let us believe that the pleasing designations will act as

s stimulus, and these esmmnunities will live up to their
names in time, as they never could have donc were they
simply Smithville and Jonesville.

The iwpressions at San José, and in the country at
large, resnlting from a second visit a month later, were
more agreeable. Something like the proper point of
view had then been attained. The face of nature was to
‘be parched, and the towns rather commonplace; but the
continued cloudlessness of the sky, and quality of the air,
“were more, and the peculiar forin of pleasure wag setlled
where it belonged.

The district of villa residences of the millionnatres,
when peuetrated, gained iuch in attractiveness. There
are white-onks and chestnut-oaks, as well as sernb-oaks, in
groups of a park-like appearanece, and live-oaks, with long,
gray Spanish moss depending from them. If there are no
wild flowers, there are plenty of the eultivated sort, with
lawns kept green by fountaing and hose.  Where there is
water, the winter, or brown season, need never extend.

As a role, long stretehes of white picket-fence surround
the places, and the houses themselves are white.

The bonanza kings have been invested with a greater
air of magnificence than really belongs to them. Their
places cost them immmense sums, it is true, but & rednction
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should be made to Eastern standards. The outpouring of
untold millions put up the prices of land, labor, and every
comwmodity entering into the result, so that less was ob-
tained for the money than an equal expenditure would
have procured here. The Menlo Park district is inferior
to Llewellyn Park, Englewood, Irvington, and others, in
the neighborhiond of New York,

The builders have struck out a kind of style of their
own, perhaps in too great lhaste to wait for imported
idens. The houses are chiefly of wood. Ilood, of Flood
& O’Brien, and “ Consolidated Virginia” when the great
bounanza was struck, had just completed one of great size,
on an estate of five huudred acres, at Menlo Park, There
was a terraec, with a fine bronze fountain. Tho main
steps were of polished marble with bronze sphinxes, and
bronze dragons studded the ornate stables—the whole
glaring, white, and over-gorgeous, like listening to the
noise of a brass band.

Thore are some gentler, more home-like places, and re-
calling the tone of rural life at the East. Such a onc is
that of ex-Governor Leland Stanford, at Palo Alto.  Tlere
is a breeding farm for horses, one of the most complete of
the kind in the world. Of scventeen hundred actres one
hundred are occupicd by stables, barns, and small pad-
docks, which, at the foot of a gentle rise of ground, make
a small city by themsclves. It is inhabited by a popula-
tion of wearly five hnndred animals, who return hither
from business, as it were, in the pastures and race-tracks,
and have two handred persous employed in their domes-
tic service. Tho spacious stables are wniformly floored
and eceiled up with redwood, strewn with the freshest
straw, and kept as necat as the most unexceptionable
drawing-rooin.

Seions. of the stock, representing the best thoronghbred
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and trotting strains
in the country, are
an important influ-
enec in improving
the breed of horses
throughont the Ta-
cific slope. It was
here that the curicus
0 experiments were
Y T e conducted, at the
PALG ALTO, cxpense of (Gover-
nor Stanford, for ar-
riving at a better understanding of the speed of horses
by photographing them in motion. The photographer,
Muybridge, of San Fraucisco, succeeded, by an ingenions
arrangement of electrical wires, communicating with cam-
eras, in scenring twelve distinet views of a single stride.
The attitudes are of the most unexpeeted sort, and somne
of them even coruic.
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 From the time of foaling the colts are geuntly handled,
and nade as familiar with the touch of harness as with
that of human hands. As a eonsequence they are tawne,
geutle, and even affectionate, and never need formal
breaking.,  The effect of the system of training bas been
apparent in some notable records of speed.  On the Day
Distriet Association frack, ab San Franeisco, 11 1880, the
two-year-old Fred Crocker lowerced the record for a one-
mile trot to 2 204", Last ycar Bonita, a two-year-old
filly, eut it down to 2° 2447, At the same trotting exhbi-
bition Wildflewer, another two-yenr-old, made the mile
in 27 217; and Ilinda Rose, & yearling filly, added to the
fane of the fann by entting down the yearling record to
9’ 363",

The interiors of these fine villas are, as a rule, better
thau the exteriors, The Mills house, at. Millbrie, resi-
dence of a banking and railway magnate, now of New
York, is a notable collection of portiéres atid Oriental
rugs, and bed-chabers done in the finest woods, with a
picture-gallery of works ol Gérdme, Detaille; and Bou-
gnereau, while from all the windows are vistas of fan-
palms, flower-beds, greensward, and bronzes. '

Ralston’s old heouse, at Belmont, now the property of
Senator Sharon, is of those of the greatest interest, throngh
interest in the remarkable man who built 16, Starting
from humble origin, he rose to be a great capitalist and
the promoter of brilliant schemes of improvement, both
public and private. 1le conducted to suceess a hundred
projects which in other hands wounld have been folly, and
arrived thus at such an unbonnded confidence in his star
that he thought he conld not fail. Ilc wasg entangled at
last, however, in sehomes beyond his confrol.  Strong and
athletic, and in the prime of life, e went down to “ [Tarry
Meigs’s”? whatf, in San Francisco-—almost the very point
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swam out half a mile into the bay. It was for refresh-
ment in his troubles, as some say, but, as the gencral
opinion ig, with the purpose of suicide. At any rate he
wag never seen alive agaiu, '

The house that was his is notched into the hill-side, in
a rolling coiintry, mueh pleasauter than the plain at Men-
lo Parle. A pretty gorge behind it is dammed to furnish
i water-supply. "There are gas-works, a bowling-alley, and
an elaborate Tnrkish bath among the ont-buildings, and
a grange-like barn of solid stone, ivy-grown, which cost
$80,000. The hmmense house is wood, white, in the usnal
fashion, and, with it numerouns stories and windows, i
not unlike & large country hotel. A peculiar arrange-
ment ani grest spaciousness give it a palatisl aiv within,
The principal rooms epen into one anotlier by glass par-
 titions, which can be rolled away, so that in large gath-
eriige there need be no crowding through doorways.
There is an arcade above, around a grand staircase, with
tribunes projecting, in which young women in colors, at
an evening parly, for instance, would look particularly
houri-like. What in another house would be the ordi-
- wary veranda is here a delightful promenade, glazed in,
and provided with easy furniture and a parquetry floor.
Behind a row of such main aparturents as drawing-room
and. library comes a parallel vow, of which one is a great
ball-room, entirely faced with inirrors. Pianos, mantels,
and stair-posts avre of California laurel—a new induostry
encouraged by the owner among many others.

We drove from Belmont back through a snceession of
cup-like della in the lower mountains, a number of them
dammod to form pretty Jakes, the sonrces of supply for
the Spring Valley Water Company —a corporation of
great prominence at Ban I'rancisco. The slopes at first

1
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were tawny with grain stubble; then scattered with the
thick bush kuown as chaparral; then bare. We passed
an occasional lonely farm koown as a“wilk ranch,”
or “chicken ranch.” There are no farms in California;
no matter how small the tract is, it is always a ranch,

In the strong, warm swashine chanco oljects on the
bare slopes cast intense, purplish shadows. That of a
distant tree is as dark as if a pit had been dug under it.
That of a bird, flying low, is followed as distinctly as the
bird itself. You are reconciled at last to the brown
tone. It is like Algeria. White stands out in brilliant
relief against it. One would rather like it to be a dif-
ferent white, however, than that of the little wooden

~houses. The falconers of Irementin might carcer or
the rival Arab ehiefs of Pasini liold confercnees among
such hills.

i
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TUE VINTAGE SEARON, AND MONTEREY.

1.

Ir was the pleasant viutage season ab Sun José,  Santa
Clara County, of which San José is the capital, boasts
of a number of acres of grape-vines under cultivation
{over eleven thousand) scecond only to Sonema County.
Napa, however, to the north, and Los Anugeles, to the
sounth, greatly surpass it in gallons of wine and brandy
produced.

I visited, among others, the Le Frane vineyard, which
dates from 1851, and is the pioncer in wmaking wiie-grow-
ing a regular industry. Ifere are about a hundred and
seventy-five thousand vines, set ont a thousand, perhaps,
to the acre. The large, cheerful farm buildings are upon
a gentle rise of ground above the area of vines, which is
nearly level.  An Alsacian foreman showed us through
the wine-cellara, A servant-maid bustling about the
yard wag a thorough Freuch peasant, only lavking the
wooden shoes.  The long tables, sct for the forty handa
employed in the viniage-time, were spread with viands
in the French lashion. Searcely a word of English was
spoken.

At other places the snrroundings are as exclusively
Italian or Portugnese. One feels very much abroad in
such scenes on American soil. The foreigners from
Southern Burope take matnrally to wine-making and go
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into it, from the few hundred gallons of red wine made
by the Portuguese and Italian Iaborers for their own
families, to the manufacture of an American champagne
on a large scale by the Hungavian, Arpad Ilaraszthy, at
San Francisco. The Americans, who have not acquired
the habit. of looking upon wine as a necessity in the
family, are vot yet, as a rule, very active in its produe.
tion.

A certain romantie interest attaches to this ancient in-
dustry. The great tung in the wine-cellars and all the
processes were very clean. It waa re-assuring to see the
pure juice of the grape ponred out in such floods, and to
feel that here was no necd-—~founded on secarcity, at least
—for adulteration.

Teeming loads of the purple frnit were driven np, and
across a weighing scale. The econteuts arve lifted to an
upper story, put into a hopper, where the stems come
off, and the grapes fall throngli to a crusher. They are
lightly erushed at first. It is somothing of a discovery
that the earliest product of grapes of every hue is white
wine. The red wine gets its hue from the coloring mat-
ter in the skins, which are utilized in a subsequent ruder
squeezing.

I shall wot enter upon all the various processes—the
racking off, clarifying, and the like—though, so muck in
the company of those wheo spoke with authority and were
continually helding up little glasses to the light with
a gusto, like figures in popular chromos, I consider

" myself to yield in knowledge of sucl abstruse matters

to none. Imimense npright casks, containing a warm,
andibly fermenting mass, and others lying down, neatly
varnished, with concave cnds, are the most salient feat-
ures in the dimly lighted wine-cellars.

They are not cellars, properly so called, cither, since
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they are wholly above-ground. The ecasks rest on
wooden sills upheld by short brick posts. In the cellars
of General Naglee, a successful waker of brandy on a
large seale, the cobwebs have been allowed to increase
and hang like tattercd banners, Through these the light
penetrates dunly from above, or with a white glare from
a latticed window, upoen which the patterns of vine-
leaves withont are dcefined,  The buildings ave brown,
gray, and vine-clad, with ¢naint, Dutel-pavilion-looking
foots, and dove-eotes altached, A lofty water-tank, with
a wind-mill—a feature of every California rural hotne-
stead—here is more tower-like than usual. '

Round about extend long avenues of cucalyptus, pine,
tamarind, with its black, dry pods; the pepper-tree, with
its scarlet berries; large chunps of the nopal cactus, and
an occasiondl maguey, or centary-plant.  All is glowing
now with the tints of autumn. DPoplar and cottonwood
are yellow. The poach and almond, the Lawton black-
berry, and the vineyards themsclves, touched by frost,
sipply “tho scarlet and crimmson. The conotry sccms
bathed in a fixed sunshine, or in hues of its own wines.

The vines, themselves short and stont, and needing no
gupport, yicld cach an incredible number of purple clus-
ters, all growing from the top. They quaintly suggest
the uncouth little men of Heudrik Hudson who stagger
up the mounntain, in “Rip Van Winkle,” with kegs of
spirits on their shounlders.

No especial attention is given to the frosis now, but
those of the early spring are the object of many precau-
tions. - The most effectual is to kindle smndge-fires about
the vineyard toward four o’clock in the morning, the
sinoke of which envelops it and keeps it in a warmor
atmosphere of its own tiil the sun be well risen,

Three to four tonus of grapes to the acre are counted
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upon ; while farther soutl, where irvigation is used, they
expect from eight to twelve. Dut it is claimed, in the
standing controversy on thie subject, that the irrigated
grapes are watery, while those of lesser yield excel them
in quality. The best resnlts, we were told, are got from
such vines as the Mataro, Carignane, and Grenache, im-
ported cuttings from the French slope of the Pyrences.
Tliere were al Le Franc's not less than sixty varieties,
under probation, many of which will, no doubt, give an
excellent account of themselves, They arc assembled
from Greece, I'taly, Palestine, and the Canary Islands, so
that we have all the chances of the devclopment of
gomething suited to our peculiar conditions.

I1.

I left San Jusé to drive along the dry, shallow bed of
the Guadalupe River to the Guadalupe Quicksilver Mine,
a more remofe and less visited cowpuanion of wellknown
New Almaden. The mine is in a lovely little vale, with
a settlement of Mexican and Chinese boarding-bouses
clustered around it. Some bold ledges of rock jut out
above, and a superintendent’s house surrounded by flowers
hangs vpon the hill:side. A weird-looking flume conveys
the sulphurons acid from the caleining furnaces to a hill-
top, npon whicl: every frace of vegetation has been blasted
by its poisonous exhalations.

Then I made a little tonr by rail southward through
the immense “ Murphy ” and “ Miller and Lux ” ranches,
comprising a grain country as flat ag a floor.

We turned west through the fertile little Pajare Val-
ley, the emporium of which for produce, and fine red-
wood Inmber, cut in great quantities on the adjoining
Sauta Cruz Mooutains, 3s the thriving town of Watson-
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vill. We ran along a rugged coast, past wooded gorges
aud white sea-side cottages, at Aptos and Soquel, to the
much-frequented resort of Santa Cruz. Santa.Cruz has
bold variations of level, the vsual commonplace buildings,
a noble drive along cliffs eaton into a hundred fantastie

’ A DT OF OLD MOKTEREY.

shapes by the waves, and shops for the sale of shells, and
its snmmer boarders, who become, with change of seasons,
winter boarders in turn. Thence finally to the long-an-
ticiputed Monterey. '

Here at last was something to commend from the poiut
of view of the picturesque without reservation. -Mont-
erey has a population which still, in considerable. part,
speaks Spanish ouly. It retains the impress of tlie Span-
ish domination, and little else. When you are told in
your own country that somebody does not speak Ernglish,
you natnrally infer that it is brokealy, or enly a little.
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But at Monterey it means absolutely not a word. There
are Spanish signs on the shops, and even SBpanish adver-
tisements, as, for instance, the Whecler & Wilsom Magui-
aas ¢ Coser, on tho fences. '

My Mexican expericiee was a liberal edneation for

. Monterey, and I made the most of it. I was taken to
call upon an ancient sefiorita, in whose history there was
BOINE TOIMANCE.

“ Las rosas son muy secas”—{(* The roses are very dry 7’}

‘ghe mid, apologetically, ag we entered her little garden,
laid out in regular parallelograms, behind an adobe wall
topped with red tiles. Large yellow and red roses were
blowing to pieces in the wind before her long, low adobe
house.

She was one of those who spoke nd Englisl. It seems
as if there were some wilful perversity in it, after having
been since 1846 a part of the most bustling State of the
most active country in the world. It scems as il it must
be some lingering hatred of the American. Dut the
sefiorita is far too gentle for that. There is, perhaps, no
reason beyond a general mental incriness by virtug of
which the Mexican survivors have suffered all their other
interests ns well as this to go by the board.

The sefiorita is a little, thin old lady of fifty. Ifer ro-
tance was with an American officer, it is said, Chirty
years ago, and she has never sinee married, but has with-
ered, like lier roses, at Montcrey.

As seen from a distance, scattered loosely and white
on tlic forest-crested slope of the fine bay, the little city,
which has now perhaps two thonsand inhabitants, does not
show its unlikeness to other places. But wlien outered
it consists almost exclusively of whitewashed adobe houses,
and the stragghing, mud-colored walls of enclosures, for
animals, knewn as “corrals.” Many of them are vacant.
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At fregnent
intervals s
encountered
too some
abandoned
LOOKGUT ATATION. o]d adobe
barracks, or
government bouse, or military prison of historiec fanie,
with its whitewash gone, holes in its walls, and Dbits of
broken grating and baleony hanging aimlessly on, wait-
ing only the first opportunity to let go. ’

The travellers of my youth had a fashion of talking
glibly of adobe, without explaining what adobe was, Let
me not be guilty of the sawe error. Adobe is bricks
made of about twiee the usual size, and diied in the sun
instead of Leing Laked. Walls are made of great thick-
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ness, in order that, thongh outside and inside crumble off,
there may be a good deal left. Like a number of other
things, it stands very well while not assailed; and in this
climate it ig rarely assailed by violent extremes of tem-
perature. :

The typicsl adobe house of the bLest class is stuccoed
and whitewashed. It is large on the gronnd, two stories
in height, and has verandas, Again, it is of but one story,
with an interior conrt-yard. It has green doors and shut-
ters, and green, turned posts, in what we now call the
“Queen Anne style,” and it is comfortable and home-
like to look at. .

One of them contains the first piano ever introduced
into California, and the owners are people who made haste
to geil out their all at San Francisco and invest it here, in or-
der to reap the greater prosperity which was thought to be
waiting upon Monterey. Two old iron guns stand planted
as posts at the corners of thé dwelling. In front of others
are somec walks neatly made of the verterbrae of whales,
taken by the Monterey Whaling Company. The comn-
pany is a band of hardy, weather-beaten men, chielly Por-
tuguese, of the Azores, who have a lookout station on the
hill by the ruined fort, and a barracks lower down. They
pursue their avocation from the shore in boats, with
plenty of adventure and no small profit.

Monterey, which is now not even a county seat, was
the Spanish capital of the province from the time it was
thought nceessary to have a capital. The missionary fa-
ther, Junipero Serra, came here from Mexico in the year
1770. " It was next  Mexican capital under eleven suc-
cessive governors.  Then it became the American eapital,
the first port of entry, the scene of the first Constitttional
Convention of the State, and an outfitting point for the
sonthern mines. Money in those early days was so
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plenty, I liave heard tell, that store-keepers hardly
stopped to count it, but threw it under the counter in
bushelfuls.

A secret belief in the ultimate revival of Monterey
scems always to survive in certain quarters, like that in
the reappearance of Barbarossa from the Kylfhduser
Berg, or the rostoration of the Jews. Dreakwaters have
been ambitiously talked of, and it is said that the bay
could be made a harbor and shipping-point and the rival
of Ban Francisco.

The only step toward such revival as yet is a {fine hotel,
built by the Southern acific railvond, which may make
it, instead of Santa Cruz, across the Bay, the leading sea-
side resort. Though not so grandiose a direction as some
others, this is really the one in which the peenliar condi-
tions of the old eapital are most likely to tell. Tho sum-
mer boarder can get a tangible pleasure out of its historie
remaiug and traditions of greatness, thouglt they be good
for nothing elsc. The IHotel del Monte is a beautifal
edifice, not surpassed by that of any Aunerican watering-
place, and uneqaalled in the charming groves of live-oak
and pine and profusion of cultivated flowers by which it
is surrounded, and the air of comfort combined with its
elegant arrangements.

This is the way with our friends of the Pacific coast.
If thoy do not always stop to follow ISastern ideas and
patterns, when they really attempt something in the same
line, they are 2s likely as not to do it a great deal better.

The climate at Montercy, according to statistical tables,
is remarkably even. The mean temperature is 52° in
Janitary and 58°-in July. This strikes ene as rather cool
for bathing, but the mode is to bathe in the tanks of a
large bath-house, to which sea-water is introdneed, arti-
ficially warmed, instead of in the sca itself.

A e
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A T o

CLIFFS AND FOQURIT AT MONTERET.

Tu other respects the place sceins nearly as desirable at
one time of the year as another. The quaint town is
always there; and the wild rocks, with their gossiping
gulls and pelienns; and the drives through the extensive
forests. There are varicties of pine aud cypress—the
latter like the Italian stone-pine—peculiar to Monterey.
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The more vencrable trees, hoary with age and hanging
moss, are contorted into all the fantastic shapes of Doré’s
“Inferno.”” They grow by proference on the most savage
points of rock, and the wild breakers toss handfuls of
spray up to them high in the air, in amity and greeting.

Along the beach on this far-away point of the Pacific
Ocean we find a Chinese fishing scttlement. Veritable
Celestials, without a word of Tinglish among them, have
pasted the usual crimson papers of hieroglyphies on shan-
ty residences. They burn tapers before their gods on the
quay, and fish for a living in just such junks and small

- boats as may be seen at Hoong-Koug and Canton. They
prepare avallonia meat and avallonia shells for their home
market. One had rather thonght of the Clinese element
“as confined to San Francisco alone, but it is a feature of
gnaint interest throughout all of Southern California.

- At Monterey is found an old mission of the delight-
fully ruinous sort. It is in the little Carmel Valley,
which i bare and brown again, after the green woods
are passed, four miles from the town. The wission fa-
thers once had here ninety thousand cattle, and other
things to correspond. There are now only some vestiges,
resembling carth -werks, of their exteusive adobe wais,
and, on a rise overlooking the sea, the yellowish, low,
rococo church of San Carlos.

The Mexican traditions in design and proportion ac-
companied them here, but the workomanship as they went
farther from home became curiously rude, and speaks of
the disadvantages under which it was done. A dome of
concrete on the bell-tower is unequally bulged ; a star win-
dow in the front has very irregular points. The inferiov
does not yield, as a picture of sentimental ruin, to Muck-
ross Abbey or any broken temple of the Roman Cam-
-pagna. The roof, open now to the sky, with grasses and
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wild mustard growing from its crevices, was of stone
arches, supplemnented with timber-work tied with raw-
hides. The whole body of the church—pilasters, capi-
tals, frieze, and all—is set on a curve springing from
the floor—a pecnliarity T liave never scon elsewhere.

SAN CARLOS’S-DAY AT THE OLD MISSTON,

There are grasses growing wilhin, sculptured stones
tumbled down, vestiges of a tile pavement, tombs, bits
of fresco, and over all the auntograph seribblings of a
myriad of A. B. Smitlis and J. B. Joneses, visitors here
in their time like ourselves.
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Onee a year, on St. Charles’s-day, in eatly Novewmber,
a memorial service is held, attended by all the shably
Spanish-Indian life remaining . in the c'ountrjy round
about. The plice 1s uwnigne. It secins even more Jone
ly than rutus of the same kind in the wmother eountry,
through standing amid surroundings of such a different
class. Nothing is more condncive to pensivencss of a
pleasant kind than, lying within this ruined enclosure, to
watch the waving in the wind of the long grasses on its
walls and listen to the plash of the sea on the shore, but
a few steps distant.
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XXVI.

A WONDROUS VALLEY, AND A DESERT TWHAT BLOSSOMS
LIKE THE ROSE

I

Tnz Yosemite, currently spoken of as the “ Valley,” is
eomprised in the belt formed by drawing lines across the
State from San Francisco and Monterey respectively. 1t
is a wild, strange nook among the Sicrras, one of the
few places not only not disappointing, but worthy of far
more praise than bas cver been bestowed upon it. Tt is
like one of those mysterious regions on the outskirts of
the fairy-land of the story-books—a standing resource of
adventure to all the characters who entor it, and it is
proper enongh that our earthly Paradise of Southern
California should bhave such a region of enchantment
also adjoining if. '

I reached it by stage-ride of sixty miles, from the South-
ern Pacific Railroad, at Madera, to Clark’s Station, and

thence by stage and horseback of twenty-five miles to the

Valley. The autumn days were lovely there. The foli-
age, turned by a local climate quite as severc as that of
New Ingland, glowed with a vivid richness. The Mer-
ced River, a gentle stream, pursning a devious way in
the bottom, which is as level as a floor, reflected the
color from many a mirror-like pool and sudden bend.
Walls of rock rise on either hand to aun elevation of
thiree-quarters of a mile, varying {rom one-half to one-
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~eighth of a mile in width. It is rather a chasm than &
valley. At night the radiance of a full yellow moon in-
vosted all its wonders with an added enchantment. The
cliffs are cxactly what we think cliffs onght to be, but
what they seldom are. They are of the hardest granite,
pleasantly gray in color,and terminate in ecastle and dome
likke forms. The precipices are sheer and unbroken 1o the
Lase, with almost none of those slopes of débris that de-
tract from precipices in gencral. 1t is & little valley suit-
able, without & hair’a-breadth alteration, to the purposes
of any giant, enchanter, or yellow dwarf of them all. Tt
is sueh scenery as Doré has imagined for the “Idyls of
the King.” One half feels himself a Sir Tancelot or Sir
Gawain, riding along this lovely and majestic monntain
trail; and as if he should wear chain-armor, 8 winged hel-
met, and a sword npon whicl: be had sworn to do deeds
of redoubtable valor.

It was the cvast valleys and some coast towas that we
took on our first journey. This tiine we have come down
the main line of the Southern Pacific Railway throngh
the central plain of the State. The railway is traced
along the great central valley known as the San Joa-
guin, on a line nearly midway between the Sierra Neva-
das and the Coast Range. _

The road is still comparatively new,and the scttloments
have attained no great dimensions. It did not as a rule
touch at the older towns existing, but pursued 4 direet
course throngh a country where all had to be opened np.
- As some of the places passed by were of considerable
- size no little dissatisfactivn ensued, and the mutterings
are still heard. Frequent mention of this' grievance
is heard by the traveller through Southern California.
Bome of the neglected places even maintain that they
wonld have been Wetter without any railroad ab all.  TRef-
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crences are thrown out to former glories of a dazzling
sort which it is sometimes difficult to credit, thouglh a
vailroad naturally effcets great innovations in trade. Lo
the ordinary observer it wonld appear that the introdue-
tion of a splendidly equipped railway, even if it distribute
its blessings a little wnequally at fivst, and its tarifl be
lnigh, mast be a great and permanent advantage to cvery-
thing remote as well a8 near.  Jfor the first time an ade-
quate means has been afforded for the fezusport of imn-
migrants and supplies through the whole length of the
State. _

The Sonthern Pacific Railway has completed eonnee.
tions which give it a trauscontineatal route from San
Ifraneisco, acress Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas, to
New Orleans. Inumigrants arc to be brought in by
steamer from Liverpool to New Orleans, and thence by
rail at a rate not to e¢xceed that to the contral West. The
fares to Callfornia herctofore have heen almost proliibi-
tive, which is onc of the reasons why so riclh a country
contains as yet less than o illion of people. The languid
movement hither of the valuable class of immigration
which pours mto the West, thouglh ascribed by sowne
alarmists to the presence of the Chinese, is due o the
cost of travel and the lack of cheap lands for settle-
ment. The Chinesc are certainly nat rivals in the mat-
ter of land, since they acquire little or none of it,

The new opportunities opened to transportation, the
depression of the mining interest, and rapid increase of
the Chinese, bave awukened of late an exceptional inter-
est in white immigration. A committee of some of the
most promineot persons in the State lias opened an in.
quiry into the most cffectual weans of promoting it It
will no doubt set forth more clear]ly than has ever been
done before an account of such territory as is open to set-
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tlers, whetlier offered by the govermment, the railroads,
or the great ranches, its advantages and the wethods of
reaching it.

It scems a little singular at first that lack of suitable
Jands can be adduced as a reason for lack of population in
so vast a region, with the elimate and other natural advan-
tages of which so tuch has been said. It can only be un-
derstood by taking into’ account the unusual atmospheric
dryness, and the important part played by water, which
has to be bronght upon the soil Ly costly contrivances.
The lecations where therve is suflicient natural moisture
for the maturing of crops ave of simall extent. They were
among the first taken up. In much of the central and
southern pocrtions of the State the annual rain-fall is
almost Infinitesimal ik quantity. At Bakersville, the
capital of ern County—whither our jonrney presently
leads us-—it is no more than from two to four inches.
Light crops of grain and pastnrage for stock may occa-
sionally be got even under these conditions, but the only
certain reliance is irrigation.

The springs and small streams were early appreeiated
at their value, and scized upon by persens who controlled
with themn great tracts of surronnding country, valueless
except as watered from these sources. These tributary
tracts are uscd chiefly as cattle and sheep ranges. A per-
son owning five thousand acres will eften have for hie
stock the free run of twenty thousand more.  Cultivation
is confined to the springs and water-courses, and becomes
a succession of charming oases in a desert the superficial
sterility of which is phenomenal.

The tennre of land by thousands of acres nnder a sin-

-gle ownership is a tradition from the Spanish and Mexi-

can times. It has heen tmuch deeried, as a great evil, and
it is said that the State would be mueh more prosperous
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_in a series of small farms. This is probably truc, and the
system as it exitsts may be aseribed in part to the greed
of individuals, but it:arises principally ont of the natural
features of the country. The wealth of the large holders
alone enables them to underiake works of improvement,
such as canal-making, drainage, and tree-planting, on an
cffectual seale. DPerhaps the State will have to lend its
assistance, and cstablish a pablic system of hrigation and
drainage, before the land ean be fully prepared for the
small settler.

Water! water! water! Ilow to slake thie thirst of this
parched, brown country, and turn it over to hovnest toil
and thrift, is the great problem as we go sonthward, and
the proeesses of irrigation are the most distinetive marks
upon the landscape wherever it is improved.

1T,

It is in early November that we begin to traverse the

~long San Joaquin Valley from Lathrop Junction, just be-
low Stocleton, southward.  The side tracks of the railroad
are crowded with platform-cars laden with wheat for the
sea-board. The “elevator” system is not yet in use, and
the grain is contained in sacks for convenient handling.
Hercabouts are some of the most famous wheat ranch-
es. A man will plongh but a single furrow a day on his
farm; but this may be twenty milos long. There is guffi-
cient rain-fall for the cereals, but not for the more exact-
ing crops. The Jand gives but few bnshels to the acre
under the easy systew of farning, bat it must be remem-
bered that there are o great many acres. The stubble of
the grainficlds is whitened with wild-fowl. At a way-
station a small rustic in an immensc pair of boots gocs
over to a pool and Dblazes away with a shot-gun.  Pres-
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eutly he returns, dragging by the necks an immense pair
of wild-geese, almost beyond his strength to pall.  The
tawny color of the ficlds, and the great formal stacks of
straw piled up in them, reeall some aspects of the central
table-land of Mexico. Many or spacious bnildings are
not nceessary in the mild, dry climate of California.
The presperous ramches have, in consequence, & some-
what thin, nnfurnished appearance compared with East-
ern farms.

The most prominent object at cach station is a long,
low warchonse of the company, Tor the accommodation of
grain. Liko the station buildings generally it ia painted
Indian red, in “metallic ? paint. The station of Merced
is one of the two principal points of departure for the
Yosemite Valley, Madere tho otler, At Merced an im-
mense wooden otel, for travellers bound to the Valley,
overshadows the rest of the town. It rises beside the
track, and the town is scattered back on the plain.

At Madera appeuars the end of z V-shaped wooden
aqueduct, ov flume, for rafting down Iumber from the
mountains fifty miles away to a planing-mill. Some of the
hands also vecasionally come down the flume in temporary
boats. As the speed is prodigions these voyages abound
in cxcitement and peril.  The structure, supported on
trestles, according to the formation of the ground, stretch-
es away in interminable perspectivo to the mountains,
which are rose-pink and purple at sunset. The scene is
suggestive of the Roman Campagna, with this slight, ‘es-
sentially American work as a parvedy of the broken aque-
duets and temples of the elussic ancients. The lumber
flume, however, is a beld and costly enterprise, though
we bc pronc to smilo at jt. :

By degrees we draw away from the wheat ratclies,
more and more on tho uncultivated plain. The town

17
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of Fresno, two Lundred miles below San Irancisco, and
about midway between fwo important streams, the San
Joaquin and Kings Rivers, is in the midst of a partica-
larly desolate tract, known, up to a very rccent period, as
the San Joaguiu Desert.  One should alight heve.  There
is no better place for examining the marvellous capabili-
tics of a soil which appears at first sight inhospitable (o
the last degree. Fresno is in the hands of enterprising
persons, who push and advertise it very actively. We
heard at San Francisco of the Fresno Colony, the Uentral
Colony, American Colony, Scandinavian Colony, Tem-
perance Colony, Washington Colony, and others of simi-
lar names clustered around Iresno. 1t is advertised as
one of those genial places, alluring to the imagination of
mobt of us, where one ean sit down under his own vine
and fig-tree, sccure from the vicissitudes of climate, and
find a profitable ocenpation open to Lim in the cultiva-
tion of the soil, and all at & moderate cost.

.- The aspeet of things on alighting is very different from
what had been expeeted, but all thie substantial ad vantages
claimed seemed realized, and the process of founding a
llome may be witnessed in all its stages.

~ The town has a population of two thousand, most of
which it has gained in the past five years. Tt is seb down
on the east side of the railroad highway, with a thin scat-
tering of foliage slightly veiling the formality of its lines.
It consists of a fow streets of two-story wooden and brick
buildings. The streets cross one another at right angles,
and have planked sidewalks. A slight eminence above
the general level is the site of the County Court-house,
which somewhat resembles an Italian villa in design, and
has Jtalian cypresses in front. The court-houses of half a
dozen counties down:the line, from Modesto, the capital
of Stanislaus, to Bakersficld, capital of Kern, are identical
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*COULRT-TIOUSE AT FRESNG.

in pattern, so that it iz both typical of its kind and evi-
dence of an economieal spirit.

A sharp distinctness of outline is characteristic of these
citics of the plain. Separated from the main part of
Fresno by the railroad, as by o wide boulevard, 18 a row
of low wooden houses and shops, as clearly cut out against
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the desert as bathing-houses on a beach.  This is the Chi-
nese quarter. It tells at a glance the story of the peen-
liar people who tenant it: the social estracism en the one
hand, and their own indowitable elannishness on the
other.

There is now hardly any hamlet so insignificant, even
in the wastes of Arizoun, that the Chinese bave notb pene-
trated it, in search of labor and opportunitics. Every
settlement of the Pacific slope has its Chinese quarter, as
medireval fowns had their Ghetto for the Jews. Tt 18 not
always without the place, as at FFrosno; but, wherever it
be, it constitutes a close corporation and a scparate unit.
In dress, language, and habits of life it adheres to Ori-
ental tradition with all the persistenee the new conditions
will adwit.

The Celestials do not intrednce their awn architecture,
and they build little but shantics. They adapt what they
find to their own purposes, as has been said, distinguish-
ing them wilh such devices that the character of the
dwellers within cannot be mistaken. _

A great incongrnity is felt between the little Yankee
wooden dwellings and the tasselled lanterns, gilded signs,
and hieroglyphics upon red and ycllow papers with which
thoy are profusely overspread. ITerc Ah Coon and Sam
Sing keep lanndries like the Chinese lanndry the world
over. Yuen Wa advertises himself as a contractor for
laborers. llop Ling, Sing Chong, and a dozen others
have miscellancous stores. In their windows are junk-
shaped slippers, opinm pipes, bottles of saki, rice-braudy,
dried fish, goose livers, gold and silver jewelry, and pack-
~ets of face-powder and bair ornaments for the women.
The pig-tailed merchants themselves sit within, on odd-
looking chests and budgets, and gossip in animated cackle
with customers, or figure up their profits gravely in
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brown-paper books, with a brush for a pen. Women
—much more nwmneroug in proportion to the men than
is commonly supposed—oceasionally waddle by.. Their
black hair is very smoothly greased, and kopt in place by
long silver pins. They wear wide juckets and pantaloons
of a c¢heap black « papor cambrie,” which inerease the nat-
ural awkwardness of their shorl and ungainly fignres.

Up-stairs, in unpainted, cobwebby, sceond stories, are
the joss-houses. 1Jere hideous but decorative idols grin
as serencly as if in the centre of their native Tartary, and
as if there were no spires of little Baptist and Methodist
meeting-hounses rising indignantly across the way. Das-
tilles Dburn before the idols, and criinson banners are
draped about; and there arc wsually a few pieces of an-
tique bronze upon which the eye of the connoisseur rests
enviousty. '

Other interiors are cabarets, which recall those of the
French working-classcs. A boisterous animation reigns
within. The air is thick with tobacco-smoke of the pecu-
liar Chinese odor. Games of dominoes are played with
magpie-like chatter by excited gronps around long, wood-
en tables. Most of those present wear the customary blue
cotton blouse and queer little black soft hat, and all bave
queues, which cither dangle behind or are coiled up like
the hair of women. Some, however—{eamsters, perhaps
here only temporarily-—are dressed in the slop clothing
and cowhide boots of .ordinary white laborers.

The Chinamen are servants in the camps, the ranches,
and the honses of the better class, track-layers and section
hands on the railroad, and laborers in the factories and
fields. What Southern California, or California gener-
ally, could do without them it is diflicult to see. They
seem, Tor the most part, capablo, industrions, honest, and
neat. One divests himself rapidly of the prejudice against
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them with wlhich e may have started. " Let us hope that
lIaborers of the bLetter class, by whom they are to be sue-
ceeded, inay at lesst have as many prajseworthy traits.

The towi of Fresno is as yot eliiefly a supply and market
point for the numerous colonies by which it Is environed.
These colonies stragglo out in various dircctions, hegin-
ning within a mile or two of the town. The Intervening
Tand still lies in its natural condition for settloment. It
is diffienit to convey an iden of its seemingly hopeless
barrenness. lIustead of complaining of dry grass here one
wonld be grateful for a blade of grass of any kind. The
surface is as arid as that of a gravelled school-yard. It is
even worsg, for it is undermined with holes of gophers,
owls, jack-rabbits, and squirrels.  To ride at any speed is
certain ta bring one to gricf throngh the entangling of his
horse’s legsin these pitfulls. As the traveller passcs theve
is a scamnpering on all sides.  The gray squirrels specd for
their holes with flying leaps, the jack-rabbits witls kanga-
roo-like bounds. They run toward us, If they chance to
have been absent fromn home in an opposite divection.
Not one considers bimself safe from onr clearly malicious
designs till Lie has dived headlong into his own proper
tenement.

Ilere and there are tracts white with alkali.  Flakes of
this substance, at once bitter and salt to the taste, can be
taken up in an almost puré condition, Klsewhere we pass
throogh tracts of wild sunflower—a tall weed, cuarming
in flower, but now thoronghly desiceated, and rattling to-
gether like dry bones.

This description applies, for the greater part of the
year, uot only to Fresno, but in an almost equal degree
to DBakersficld, Los Angeles, and necarly the whole of
Sounthern California.  Without it the wonders which
have been produced by human ageney could not be un-’



A WONDROUS VALLEY, 301

derstood. The face of nature in all this district was 2
Llank sheet of paper. The cultivator had absolately
everything to do. Ile discovered on trial that he had a
soil of remarkable capacity, and, with the aid of water
and the genial climate, he could draw fromr it whatever
he pleased.

Water ia the salvation of the waste places, and makes
the desert hlossom like the rose.  One’s respect for this
pleasant clement is, if possible, increased upon seeing
what it is here capable of. It scems that, if used with
sufficient art, it might almost draw a crop from cast-iron.
The vegetation of Southern California is thoroughly arti-
ficial. 1t consists of a series of seattered plantations cre-
ated by the nse of water. In these the traveller finds hia
flowers, palms, vineyards, and orange groves, and, burying
himself among them, like the ostrich with its head in the
sand, he may refuse bricfly to recognize that there is
anything else; but, as a matter of fact, only & small be-
ginning has been made. What has been dane, however,
i an earncst of what can be done. It is found that,
as irrigation is practised, the Jand stores up part of the
water, and less is needed each year. In wells, too, the
water is found nearer the surface, proving that the soil
acts ag a natural reservoir.  As time goes on, and canals
and vegetation increase, no doubt important climatie
changes may be looked for. In the end Southern Cal-
ifornia may be as different from what it is at present as
can be imagined.

The scveral I'resno colonics for the most part join one
another, and form a continuous belt of enltivation. On
entering their confines the change is most agreeable.
Close along-side the desert, the howe of the gopher and
jack-rabbit, only separated from it by a narrow diteh of
rapning water, are lovely vineyards, orchards of choico
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fruits, ornamental flowers and shrubs, avenues of shade-
trees, fields of corn, and green pastures of the alfalfa, a
tall and strong clover, which gives lalf a dozen crops a
year. Embowered among thesc are the homes of happy
families, larger estabhishments for the drying of fruits
and converting the munificent crops of grapes into wine.
Many of the homes arc as yot but modest wooden cot-
tages. Others, of a Detter class, are of adobe, treated in
an ornamental way, with piazzas and Gothic gables.

The most important residence is that of a late member
of the San Frauciseo Stock Bourd, who lLas gone into the
cultivation of grapes here on a large scale. It is a hand-
gome villa that would do credit to any town, The im-
provements of the Barton place were in Bub an incipient
state at the time of our visif. A great array of young
vines brightened the recently sterile soil, but timidly and
a8 1f not quite certain of approval. Youug orange and
lemon trees in the door-yard were muffled in straw till they
should have gained a greater hardihood to withstand the
frosts. Elsewhere water was being run ouf from irrigat-
ing ditehes over fields in preparation for the first time.
It is the custom to soak them, in order that they may be
perfectly levelled. Knolls or auy other inequalities must
not be Jeft to hinder the equal distribution of water to the
crop. A wide canal stretched back from the numerous
out-buildings toward the horizon. On the verge of the
wide plain showed the hlue Sicrras, vailed by a slight
chronic dustiness of the atmosphere.

In the more established portions of the colonies some
charming bits of landscape are found. The Chinese farm-
hand wears a blue blouse and a wide basket-hat which he
calls mow. He pronounces this hat “heap good” if com-
plimented upon it. Ile prunes the vines or collects the
- getierous clusters of grapes; or else he digs a vegetable
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garden by the side of a canal, in whieh himself, his vege-
tables, his cabin, a row of poplar-trees, and the blue sky
overhead are all reflected together:  Poplars, willows, and
cottonwoods are planted along the canals to strengthen
their hanks. At Eisen’s wine-making place, for a consid-
erable distance, oloanders in flower are scen spaced be-
tween the trees. The water runs elear and swift. At
Eisen’s 1t tarns a mill.  No donbt devices for bathing in
it night also be contrived if desired.

The long, synunetrical lines of trees have a foreign, or
at least un-Ameorican, air. It is not diflicult to reeali to
mind the mulberries and elins that bend over the irrigat-
ing canals of Northern Ttaly and drop their yellow leaves
upon them in autumn like these. It might be Lombardy
again, and the glimpses of ilistant Llue tlnz Alps instead
of the Sierras. The locks and gates for the water are of
an ephemeral structure as yet, imade of planking instead
of substantial brick and stone. The smaller ditches are
often stopped with mere bils of board let down into
grooves, instead of gates with handles. It is urged, how-
ever, that handles offer inducement to idlers to lift them
up out of pure mischief, and waste the water,

The colonies are not quite colonies in the usnal sense;
that is to say, they were not founded by persons who com-
bined together and came at one and the same time. The
lands they occupy were distiibuted into parcels by an
original owner, and, after being provided with water fa-
cilities by an irrigation company, put upon the market at
the disposal of whoever wonld buy. No doubt a certain
general consistency rules them in keeping with the names
respoctively set up, but it is not rigorous. Probably noth-
ing necd prevent a native Amecrican froin joining the
Seandinavian Colony, or a Seandinavian the American
Colony, should he desire to do so.
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As to the Temperance Colony, it must be sorcly tried
in a loeality the most liberal and profitable yield of whieh
is the wine grape. It seems haridly a propitious place to
have cliosen. Scoffers say that in some instances while
settlers will not make wine themsclves they will sell- their
grapes to the winuanaking catablishinents. This I merely
note as “important, if true.” '

The standard twenty-acre lot, as prepared for market at
I'resno, has its main irrigating diteh, of perhaps four feet
in width, conneeting with the gencral irrigating system.
For twelve and a half dollars a year it receives a water-
right entitling it to the use of whatever water it way
need. The biryer must make his own minor ditches, and
prepare his ground from this point. IJe vsually aims to
establislt in his fields a nwnther of slightly differing levels,
that the water may be led to ouc alter the other. Tor
ground in the preliminary eondition described about fifty
dollare per acre is demanded. Most of the earlier settiers
bought for less, and the price named strikes oue as high,
considering the newness of the comntry, and the excellent
farming land to be had in the older parls of the country
for less. Prices are less here, however, than at Los An-
geles, Riverside, or Ban Diego, farther south.

It is argued in answer to objectors that thongh land be
not nominally it is really cheap, in consideration of ifs ex-
tracrdinary productiveness. It isheld that an investment
here gives better retnrns than anywhere, and at the sawme
time that the climate and other conditions promise n more
pleasurable existence than could be enjoyed elsewhere.
This Fresno land, for instanco, yields four and five crops
of alfalfa a year. Vivneyards planted bul two and a half
years are shown which produce five tons of grapes to the

“acre. Tive years is the period required for the vines to

come into full bearing. 1t is cstimated that an acre of
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vines in that condition will have cost one hundred aud
twentyfive dollars, allowing fifty dollars as the price of
the gronnd, and it is then counted upon for an annual
yicld of ten tons of grapes, ab twenty doliars a tou.  The
rate of growth in vegelation is one of the things to note.
Froit-trees are said to advanec as far in three yoars as in
scven on the astern sea-bonrd.

The personal storics of the colonists are often interest-
ing. They have generally hiad some previous hard expe-
rience of the world.  Such a mnan, working sturdily in the
field preparing the gronnd aronnd a new cottage of his
own, lost a fortunc in the Sun Franeisco Stock Doard.
The funds for his present enterprise were provided hy
his wife, who had turned to keeping boarders, and sent
him her small profits manthly until he should have made
ready a place for their joint occupancy. Instanees were
heard of where mnice properties hiad been secured with
no other original eapital than a pair of brawny hands.
These, however, were exceptional.  The country appears
to be one where it is most desirable for the new-comer to
have a small capital. _

In the Central Colony a comfortable estate was owned
by four spinster school-teachers of San IPrancisco. They
llad combined to purchase cighty acres. Oue of them
lived on the place and managed it. The others contrib-
nted from their carnings until it had reached a paying
basis, -passed only their vacations there at present, but
looked forward to making it their ultimate retreat.

The idea seems both a praiseworthy new departure in
the direction of female cmancipation and charming in it-
self. T had the pleasure of making the acquaintance of
the rcsident manager of the experiment. Ier experi-
ences, writien out, would, I think, be intercsting and in-
structive. Tlere was an open piano in the pleasant cot-
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tage interior, and lute hooks and magazines were seattered
about. Tt was a bit of refined eivilization dropped down
in the midst of the desert, :

This Jady had come, she said, for rest.  She took pleas-
ure, tou, in the conntry, and jn seeing things grow. She
had anade mistakes in her management at first, mainly
through trusting too much to otherg, but now had things
in good control.  IFour farm-hands—Chinamen—were
employed.  The cighty acres were distributed into vine-
yard, orchard, and alfalfa, about onc-half deveted to the
vineyard.  Its produet was turned, not into wine, but rai-
sing.  Apricots and nectarines had been found up to this
time the most profitable orchard fruits. Almonds were
less s0, owing to the Joss of time in husking them for
market. There was among other crops a ficld of Egyp-
tian corn, a varicty which grows tall and slender, and rins
up to a bushy head instead of forming ears. The sight
of it carried one back to the Biblical story of Joseph and
lig brethren, and the picture-writing in the Pyramids.

The grapes for raisin-making are of the sweet Muscat
variety. There was a “raisin-honse™ piled fnll of the
flat boxes in which raisins are traditioually packed. The
process of raisin-making is very simple. Tle bunches
of grapes are eut from the vines, and laid in trays in
the open fields. They are left there, properly turned
at intervals, for u matter of a fortuight. There are
ueither raing nor dews to dampen them and delay the
enring. Then they are removed to an airy bnilding
known as a “sweat-house,” where they remain possibly
a month, till the last vestiges of moisture are gone.
Tlence they go to be packed and shipped to market.

Onc must walk rather gingerly at present not to dis-
cern through the young and scattering plantations the
barencss beyond, but in another fen years the scene can
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hardly fail to be one of rich luxuriance. The site is flat
and prairielike, and I should prefer, for my part, to locate
my carthly Paradisc nearcr the hills.  8till; the taste of
the time vuns to earthly 1?aradises which are at the same
time shrewd commercial ventures, and the cultivation of
the plain is much casicr than that of the slopes.
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XXVTII.

VISALIA, BAKERSFIELD, AND LIFE ON A SPACIOUS RANCIL,

I

Visaraa, eapital of Tulare County, thirty- four miles
south of Tresno, is onc of the older towns loft aside by
the railread. 1 put it in the most obvieus way, bat o
patriotic Visalian, on the other haud, said to me with
warmth, “Left by the railroad!  Visalia left by the rail-
roadd! I gness not. It is tho railroad that is left by
Visalia, as it will find out.”

Visalia is reached, fron the junction of Goshen, by a
short branch-road of its own. It is larger than Fresno,
but less animated. 1t has perbaps twenty-five hundred

people, & court-house of the pattern deseribed, and a .

United States land-offfce.

When the epithet “old” is used of any Oalifornia town
not of Spanish origin it simply means an approximation
to the year 1849. The building of most hoary antiquity
in Visalia dates only from the year 1852. It has been
government-house, jail, and store in turn, and. is now
decorated with the legend «“ Mooney’s Brewery” The
town was founded by onc Vise, an erratic person, who
came across the plaing from Texas, and had followed in
his life snch various professions, besides that of pioneer,
as preachet, trader, gambler, footracer, and jockey. It
happened that the quarter scetion of land apon which he
scttled was at the time unsurveyed, and net legally open
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to pre-emption,
This irregularity
was nobt  discov-

later, when the
town had grown
up on the site.
It was brought to
light by an em-
ployé of the land-
ofliee, who there-
upou ingeniously
undertook to pre-

FIRST BUILDING IN VISALLA, elnpt the gwund

- Tor himsell.

4% And what came of this bold attempt upon vested in-
teresls 7’

“The party was prowptly fired ont of town,” was the
reply. '

Visalia is rather prolific in stories, if an “old-timer” of
the right sort can be bappened up to tell them. Cattle
kings, whose lierds once filled the San Joaquin Valley,
have vetired hither. You may hear how Cattle King
“Pat Morray ” won his wife. She was a fascivating
person in her youth, the daughter of a landlady with
whom I’at Muorray, then struggling and impecunions,
hoarded, in. company with nuterouns mates. There was
gredt aspiration and rivalry for ber hand. Pat Murray
stole a march in this wise. As they were setting off in
company oh an expedition be said, “The trip is a rough
and dangerous one, boys. T propose that we leave our
money and valuables with the old lady for safe-kecping.”
The rest agreed, and handed over to him their property
to deliver to her. The shrewd Pat Murray represented

ered till years
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it a1l as his own, and obtained in this way such consider-
ation in her cyes—as a person exceptionally well-to-do in
the world - that she advised ber daughter to “set lLer
eap® at him, and all was happily accomplished before
the ruse was discovered. o . .
On ancther occasion—whether in this same courtship
or not the chronictes do not say—Dat Murray disposed of
rivals, who visited in the evenings a comely dameel of
the gencral acquaintance, by soft-soaping the log servirg
as approach to her cabin across a sinall stream. Ilaving
thus arranged, he ~
sat calmly enjoy-
ing the fair once’s
socicty, and lis-
tening  with * ap-
preciative ear to
the splash of the
successive vielims
as they slid off
into the water.
Stories are told
of Spanish Dban-
dits and treasure
of precious met-
als in the mount-
aing, and of the
wild - administra-
tion of justice in
carly times, when
offenders  wete
occasionally exe-
cuted first and
sentenced  after-

yard. ’ ' AN OLD-TIMER. T .
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The first treasarer of the county is said to have earried
the records of his office in his hat) and, being a person
given to travel and of an absent mind, he scattered these
documents far and wide behind him, even to the conflines
of Utah and Arizous,

At Visalia T first observed Spanishtown,” a eommu-
nity which begins to appear regularly alongside of « China-
town” ag wo go southward. It is composed of persous
of Mexican Dblood, poor, shiftless; and not always of the
most reputable character,

Charming views of the high Sierras, now powdered
with the first snows of winier, are had. The surface is
more rolling than at Fresno, and strewn with fine clamps
of chestnut-oaks. There are big trees back iu the great
mountains equalling in size those of the Yesemite.
Lumnbermen at work there cut down numbers which,
thongh insignificant as compared to the very largost,
are monstrous in themselves.

The water for the itrigation of this district is drawn
ont of Kings, Tule, and Kaweah rivers by cowpanies,
who give to their principal canals sneh names as the
People’s Diteh, the Tast Chance Ditch, the Mussel
Slough Ditch, and the Lower Kiugs River Diteh. - The
main ditches or canals range from twelve to forty fect
in width. Wing dawns confine and direet into them such
portions as are desired of the wide, meandering rivers.

A Chlifornia river of tho sonth is something of a
curiosity. Extravagantly wide, it is In compensation
preposterously shallow. Only a few last over the dry
season at all; the most evaporate and wholly disappear.
Their dry beds, variegated by a few islets studded with
sycamores, are more like wagon-roads than the beds of
rivers. Sometimes these exhausted water-courses differ
in color from the surrounding soil, and are aeen stretch-
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ing as rivers of gray or silvery sand through the general
yelow of the desert.

Though irrigation be yet in its infaney its belongings
have attained great dimcusions. There are three hun-
dred miles of canals of the requisite size in Tularve
County, and more than threc thousaud miles in Califor-
nia all together. One main canal; that of the San Joa-
quin and Kings River, bas a length of seventy-four miles
and a width of nearly seventy fcet.

il

A branchroad westward from Goshen, a continuation
of that from Visalia, conveys the traveller to the bns-
tling, fast-growing little towns of Hanford and Lemoore,
in the BMussel Slough country. This district, adjoining
Tulare Lake, was recently part desert and part swamp.
It has been redeemed se as to rank now among the best
farming land in California. Its chicf product is wheat.
The inhabitants raise hardly the vegetables necded for
their own use. Malaria s rather prevalent, but it is zaid
to arise, as in many other irrigated districts, from the
carcless use of water rather than the fundamental sitna-
tion. The water, instead of being carefully drained off,
is too often allowed to lic in stagnant pools.

The Mussel Slough was the scone, in the month of
May, 1880, of a bloody conflict between the settlers and
ailroad anthorities which has become celebrated. Ofhi-
cers of the law, acting for new claimants, attempted to
take possession of the land under a railroad title. Le-
gally in the wrong, though perhaps morally in the right,
the settlers organized to resist, put out stirring manifes-
tocs, which read like the declarations of oppressed people
struggling for their liberty, and called on gods and men
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to witness the justice of their cause. In the fight that
ensued five settlera lost theiv lives, all at the hands of a
singlc man—ouce Crowe, a United States marshal, who
displayed a prowess and coolness uuder five never sur-
passed in any of the narratives of sensational literature.
Crowe himself was despatched. A number of tho sur-
vivors were tried for their part in the affair, condemned
to eight months’ imprisonment, and served out their term
in Santa Clara jail.  They had but jnst been released,
say a month before our arvival.  Their bretlreu and
well-wishers had received them on their return with
an ovation, the noise of which hardly yet ceased to ring
in the air.

I11.

Bakervsficld, eapital of Kern Coanty, seventy-five iniles
farther south, somewhat smaller than Visalia, boasted at
one time the distinetion of a malady peculiar to itself.
The Bakersficld form of malarial fever, whatever the fine
diflerence that distinguished it from others, had a posi-
tion apart in the medical works.  The sanitary condition-
of the place, however, has been greatly Improved by the
extonsion of drainage and irrigation works, and can; no
doubt, be made all that conld be desired. ' '

Of the three lakes, Tulare, Buena Vista, and . Kern,
which make so large a showing on the map, the laiter
two, with their snrrouriding marshes, have been diied up,
and the former is on its way to extinction also. These
lakes had for wme, on the map, o mysterious and import.
ant air, T seized the first opportunity to penctrite their
mystery, by riding down to Tnlare Lake on horseback.
Yau cannot reach the margin, for fear of niif'illg.' Nor
is the approach on foot much ecasier. The  tules, or
rushes, rise high above your head, and are infested with
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a dangerous breed of wild hogs, descended from vagrant
deserters from the ranches. Io such fragmentary ghimpses
as arc had between and ever the tules an expause of
dreary surface appears which may be either wator or the
alkali-whitened bed from which the water has receded.
The vicinity swartng with wild fowl. Their multitodi-
nous chatter has a kind of metallic clang in it. Now
white, now dark, as they are before or against the sun-
light, they flutter above the reeds and stubble-flelds like
autwinn leaves blown by the wind,

The drying up of the lakes is oceasioned by the diver-
sion of the surplus waters of the Kemn River for the
redemption of desert lands. This gave rise to a contro-
versy, lately scttled by a legal decision whicl is a step in
the crystallization into shape of a systemn of water juris.
diction for California. The great firm of real-cstate men
and ranchmen, Miller & Lux, owned the lauds below;
the alinost equally great firm of IHaggin, Carr & Tevis,
those, for the improvement of which the water was taken
out, above. The {irst-named complained of the diversion
of the waters as a detriment to them, and an infringe-
ment of their riparian rights. Ripavian right, it will be
remembered, in the English common law, gives to the
resident on a stream the right to have it flow as it was
wont through his grounds without diininution or altera-
tion. :

The contest at first promised to be one of physical
foree. Miller & Lux endeavored to close the sluices at
which the water was taken out. Just, as in Seripture,
the herdsmen of Gerara strove against the herdsmen of
Isaac, saying, “It is onr water,” the hardy waguercs of
Haggin, Carr ‘& Tevis were mustered in opposition to
them, with orders to lasso and throw into the canal any-
body who should interfere with the sluices. This deter-

g
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mined show of resistance prevented a conﬂld: and the
case went to the civil courts,

The dscision spoken of holds that the dectrine whieh
provails in Cualifornia is not that of riparian right, hut
that of “ prior appropriation for benefieial wses.”

That is to ray, the greatest good of the greatest num-
ber is consnlted. The point had been raised before in
controversics about the diversion of water for mining
purposes. In these cascs the ruling was, that the doc-
trine of riparian right is “inapplicable, or applicable only
in a very limited extent, to the necessity of winers, and
madeqnate for their protection.” It was farthermore
held that all of the Fnglish conmon law ig not in force
in California, but only such portions of it as are adapted
to the peculiar conditions of the State, The agrienltural
and mining interests, therefore, ave now put in this re-
spect, on the same footing.

Bakersfield takes ity tone essentially f:om live stock.
It has special resorts for drovers and sheep-herders.  Its
streets are generally full of horses, caparisoned in the
Spanish style, tied to hitching-posts and awaiting their
owners before the stores and taverns. The sheep-herd-
ers, a lonely race, become morose and melancholy in their.
long wanderings with their flocks apart from the habita-
tions of men and hnman speech. They are far removed
from the shepherds of Boucher and Wattean.  Souie are
gaid to go insane through the monotony of their lives;
and it is an occupation taken up only as a last resort, and

- unfitting him who pursues it for any other.". Strangely

enough, there is a rather English tone among them.
Young prodigals of good family are found who, after
trying their fortunes in Australia, India, and elsewhere,
are eating the husks of repentance here in trne Seript-
ural fashion. :
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1

The shops in Bakersfield, as thronghout our travels,
are kept principally by the Jews, who are great pioneers.
No people are growing up more ardently with the néw
West; and where they are found business is pretty sore
to be good. ' '

The Chinatown is a distriet of compact little strects, of
an extent that indicates a population almost cqual to that
of the rest of the place. An irrigating diteh surrounds it
like a moeat. The cabins along this, pictnresqnely re-
flected in it, arc gray and weather-beaten, varied with
patehes of bright Orienfalism, and shaded Ly a line of
tall poplar-trees. The Spanislitown, close by, is a cluster
of dance-houscs and corrals, between which swarthy Josés
and Juanitas are seen passing.

As if this were not foreignness cnough already, we
stumble npon a cawp of strolling gypsies, their tents
pitched on the borders of Spanishtown. They are Lug-
lish, and have come from Australia, dropping their “1’s”
all along the way, no doubt, as liberally as here. They
are like types of Cruikshank and Diekens. Amn apple-
faced Mrs. Jarley appears in a large velvet bonnet with
plumes. A very tightly-dressed, slender individual, with
a weed on Lis haty inight pass for Sam Weller. Ile is
a horse-tamer and jockey. At his heels follows a bellig-
erent bull-dog. Behind one of the tents a cbild of nine,
Cassie by vame, with line, dark eyes, is making a toilet
befaie a bit of cracked mivror. She pastes down her wet
hair into a semblance of the ““ water-waves” of fashiona-
ble socisty. - When interrupted with a compliment on
‘the arrangement she affects displeasnre, and tosses it all
abroad again with a native coquetry.

The Mrs.-Jarley-looking woman is the fortune-teller.
She declares that there are persons whose forfuncs she.
would not tell for twenty—no, not for fifty dollars.

e
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"3 . Mine, however, through an especial liking she affects to
“hitve taken to me, and the dulness of trade, she promiscs
* to tell, in the most effective wanner, for two dollars only.

IV,

The posscssions af some of the great land-owners are
prodigious. It is a favorite story that certain oves can
drive a herd of catble from the northern counties of the
State to San Diego, its sonthern limit, and ¢uarter themn
every night en their own groind.  Iaggin, Carr & Tevis,
whose property T was privileged to examine in detail,
have at Bakersfleld four hundred thousand acres nearly
in onc body. Muoceh of this was sccured for o trifle in
the conditicn of desert land, and has Leen redeenod,

One ranchman who had acquived a great estate of this
kind chiefly while surveyor-general of the United States
was the occasion of drawing lortlr one of the best don
srots of Lincoln,

“T eongratulatc you,” said our martyred DPresident.
“You have become monarch of about all you have sur-
veyed.”

Tiie owners do not often live upon thelr estates;
they leave them in the hauds of managers, and draw
the revenues. The TIaggin, Carr & Tevis property is

. divided into a number of separate ranches, each with its
resident superintendent. The “DBellevue Raveh” is the
centre and focus of authority. Ilere are the residence
and office of the gencral manager, and a forco of book-
keepers, engineers, and mechanics, who keep the accounts,
map, plan, sapervise, construct, repair, and give to the
whole the clock-work regularity of a great commereial
enterprise.  The namerous buildings constitute a consid-
erable scttlement. There is o “store™ of genecral ner-
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chandise and supplies. A dormitory and a dining-hall
have been erccted for the Jaboring hands. A towerlike
water-tank, surmonnted by a windmill, and acconnnodat-
ing a milkroom below, rises at one side. There are
shops for the mechanies, eapacious barng, and long sheds
filled with av interminable weray of agrienltural hople-
ments. It is worth while to take a walk past this collee-
tion of reapevs, threshers, sulky-ploughs, and rakes, and
study ont their uses. The lmmense “header and sepa-
ator” vises from the rest like a leviathan. A whole
deparbment is devoted to “road-serapers,” * buck-serap-
ers,” and ploughs of various sorts used in the construe-
tion and dredging of the irvigating ditehes.  The soil is,
fortunately, free from stones, and the work, for the most
part, easy. One enormous plongh is scen which was
designed to be drawn by sixty yoke of oxen, and to cut
at once a furrow five feet wide by Four deep.  Like the
famaus. Great Lstern, it has defeated ifself by its own
mass, and its usc has been abandoned.,

More than 500,000 has been expended in the item of
feneing alone.  An average of fonr hundred laborers is
employed, and, in the harvest scason, seven Lundred.
The rate of wages is from two and a half to three dollars
per day for mechanics, and-a dollar per day for common
Lhands, This scews low as compared with information
from other sources, and the chronic complaints of the
gearcity of farm labor, in the California papers.

No great portion of this domain appears to be in the
market for settlers of snall meaus, though the intention
is avowed of offeriug some of it in this way when thor-
onghly reclaimed. ‘Tracts, however, are occupied on fa-
vorable terms by “ renters,” who take from 120 to 600
acres.  Veory mauny of these are Portuguese and Italians.
They are nsnally unmarried, and work in companies of
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from six to fiftcon persons. You see them, dark and
swarthy, going about in the traditional Garibaldi shirt,
with hardly a word of English among them.

The renter is pmvldcd with o house, artesian well,
eredit to a,moderate amount at the store, and the #ise of
somic cows. 1l has the milk of these, but must give
their increase to the cstate.  1lis lease runs three years,
and he pays in rent one-third of his erop. Instances of
large profits are [requent among these persons, and the
same opportinities are opon to others who wish to follow
their example.

The superintendents and upper employds on the place
are largely Sonthern men.  California was-a favorile
point for Southern hnwigmtbion at one time, so much
that the couese of the State in the war, influenced by the
historie Judge Terry and Senator (hwin, was considered
problematical.  These that I speak of, however, are gen-
tlemen who have come leve Lo repair their fortunes at o
later period. They have for the most part titles from’
the service of the extinet Confederacy, and the gentle
voices and friendly courtesy characteristic of the South-
ern type,

A typical rawch-house, that, for instance, of our Lospii-
able friend Major MeClung, on his section of the snbdi-
vided property, is a long, two-story dwelling, painted in
the Indian-red so popular threughout the comniry. TIf is
raised on posts considerably above the gruund, to allow
of a free cireulation of air ninderneath., There 18 an open
hall through the centre for the same purpdse. An irrf-

gating ditch resembling a moat passes in fr ont crossed by
a little rustic hridge.

Traces of alkali yet show white in the soil of orehard
and gavden, but do not prevent a plentiful growth of
oleanders, roses, pear, peach, cherry, almond, and apri-
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cob trees. The
}'Ollng Ol'?l]]g(‘,'
trees were, a8
at Iresno, put
up in mufflings
of straw for
the winter.
The weath-
er is very
hotat noon-day,
bnt so cool ak
morning and
evening . that
A TYPICAE RANCH-TIOUSE, wood - fires ave

‘burned.  The

chill in the air is of a penetrating kind, felt the more by
contrast with the heat of the day, and fire is a neecssity.
The honse-servanis were elean, white-aproned Chinamen
those out-of-doors, Mexicans. One of these latter had
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trained a goose, “ Dick,” to follow him like a peb dog,
and nothing was more curions than to see the pride of
both master and Liped in this ridicnlous relation,

Cattle-vaising is the leading industry ; alfalfa, for earry.
ing the stock over periods of scareity, is the leading crop.
Stacks of alfalla of great size, ouo containing seven hun-
dred tons, were seen. It is the ordinary color of hay cx-
ternally, but wihen cut into is green.

A successfnl experiment has also Leen made in the
raising of cotton. The hands were in the ficld going
about among the white pods for the second picking.

Though out of scason, a redeo was organized for our
benetit, to show the method of handling the toving cattle
on a large geale. A number of vaqueros rade out in vari-
ous directions till lost to sight. Preseutly traces of dust
arose on the several horizons.  The plain, on which a few
cows had been peacefully fecding, was filldd with stamp-
ing and lowing herds, driven toward the centre by the ca-
reering vagueres.  When gathered in sufficient nambers
feats of lassoing the animals, by cither leg or horn, sepa-
rating special animals or elasses, and the like, were nnder-
taken, and carried through with marvellous dexterity. As
a culnination, bats and ropes were picked up fromi the
ground, the rider going at full speed. A silver half-dol-
Jar, placed on edge in the dust of the roadway, was seized
after several attewnpts by a swarthy Aztec.

The herders are usually Mexicans, eqnipped in the
Moxican style, but with the greater part of the finery
left out.  The bosses, who ofien even excel them in pure
liorsemanship, are gencrally Aericans,

The ranch known as the Livermore borders I{ern and
Ducna Vista Lakes, and is the southernwmost in the ticr.
The herds are gathered there in the early spring, and
driven to the ranch of San Emldio, in the mountains.
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They pick up their subsistenee at San Emidio till the
middle of September, when they are conducted back
again.  Such migrations from plain to monntain past-
ure, and back again, recall some features of the Nor-
wegian pastoral life of DBoyesen’s eharming romance,
“ (Funnap.”

At the Livernore Ranch you are at the apex of the
San Joaquin Valley. Here the Sierra Nevada and the
Const Range cffect a junction, and oppose & natural bar-
tier to farther progress. The railroad bas to eross this
barrier by a wonderfnl picce of engineering, the Tehach-
api (Te-hateh-a-pey Poss. At one place five different
lengths of track pass and repass at different levels. By
the singular “ Loop ™ the road cnters a tunnel, emerges,
twists spivally round the mountain, and reappears direct-
Iy above itself.

At San Emidio we are on the boundary-line of San
Lais Obispe County, and eonld make our way directiy,
ne doubt, to its pretty, mountain-cncompassed capital.
This is more casily reached, however, with attractive
Santa Barbara below, by steamer, or stage-road along
the coast.

Returning to Bakersfield, you may ride west to the wild
caiion of the Kern River, and the mining towns of Kern-
ville and 1iavilah. The mining industry has never taken
the same developinent south of the San Joaquin River as
north. It is probable both that there is less ore and that
the ventures have been managed with less skill, At Kern-
ville is & quartz-mill, with a hundred stamps, which after
many vicissitudes has fallen into the hande of its former
workmen for debt, and ig nosw ran by them on the co-
operative principle.

The relling country by which the Kern River Cafion
is approached ig, if possible, even more desolate than the

18%
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plain.  There is alinost a necessary connection in our
usial fmpressions Letween hills and trees, and when fo-
liage is missing from hills its lack is doubly notable. An
atberly parched, verdnreless surlace, with a textuve like
that of gravel, here fellows all the ineqnalities of the

TII: KERN RIVER CAI‘;ION.

groand, up hill and down dale, to the savage and splin-
tered granite gorge. - :

We fell in with an isolated sheep ranchman, “Captain
Jack Barker,” an enterprising man, who had created 4
garden spot in the wasle, and showed what even this is
capable of. ITe was engaged on a project for leading the
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water, by means of & flume and ditches, from the river at
the caiion’s mouth down wpon several thousand acres of
land ander caltivation. In the spring-time, he told us,
all this bavenees is hidden by a perfect carpet of flowers,
chiefly a simall orange-searlet poppy.  Ilis sheep at pres
ent secmed living on air. lle had among them some
Angora goats, a hardy aninial, once very profitable, but
pow, since the deeline in alpaca goods, being used by
him for food.

The Kern River tumbles down a gorge four wiles in

length, between granite walls six huvdred feet higl.
Its water is translucent green in deep, untroubled pools,
again churned into milk-white floods, with black bowl-
ders among them,  The eafion is all hut impassable. Tt
acts like a funnel, and produces a local distnrbance of its
own on the atmosphere. While all aronnd is still, a col-
umn of air will blow out of it, and, striking the table-
land a quarter of a wile away, raisc a chronic dust at the
point of contact, like a cannon-shot.
- Driving across the [rout of it we were ucarly blown
out of our wagon. We descended into it, ncvertheless,
and npon this experience returned to dine on ribs of
Captain Juck Barker’s Aungora goats, and then fake the
railway and cross the Tcehachapi Pass.

VY
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XXVIIT.
LOS ANGELIS,

I

Ovir the Lehachapi Pass, we are in Sonthern Califor-
nia proper.  We have met already, it is true, with pretty
Spanish names, old wissions, leather breeches, jingling
spurg, vineyards, raisin-making, and occasioual orange and
palm trees.  DBub when the dividing mountain-rauge, four
thousand feet above the sea at Tehacliapi, is passed, nll
these ave found in their greatest development. The coun-
try is older, the Spanish names arc more imnsical; or-
ange and lemon are not grown for ornament, but as a
prinecipal crop; and the climate is of that genial mildness
which is wmost to the tnste of seckers for health.

TFamed Tos Angeles, City of the Angels, is the termi-
nus of the first day’s journcy which brings us into it
The watering-place. of Santa Moniea aud the important
points of Ban Duenaventura and Santa Barbara are not
far distant to the west, widle San Diego lies at a moderate
remove to the southward, near the Mexican frontier. In
the intervals scatter colonies ol vine and orange growers,
the numbers and dimensions of which are rapidly in-
¢reasing.

The mountain barricr across the State is deemed by
some to be of such hmportance that it shonld be a politi-
eal as well as a natural division, They eall for the con-
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struction of a
distinet new
State, to be
called South
California,
its capital at
lgs.

different peo-
ples,” writes
one of them
in the Cale-
Jorntan. “We are differ-
ent in pursuits, in tastes,
manner of thought, and
manner of life; . . . onr
hopes and aspirations for TEUAUTARE TASS,

the futnre are different.

The restless, uneasy population of the North, ever drift-
ing, withont local attachments, has no counterpart in
Southern California; neither has the wild spirit of min-

1 179
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ing speculation ever flourished here. With this peace-
able life, possibly in part as a result of it, there has
grown up in the people an intense love of their land.

“And it is for their own scetion of the State,” he gocs
on, * that this Jove exists,.  They call themselves, not Cal-
ifornians, but Southern Californians. The feeling is in-
tense. L ean only liken it to the overnmstering love of
the old Gireck for the sunny shores that lay around the
Aigean, ' _

“ [for mysclfy I feel morve and more each titne that 1
vigit the upper portion of the State that I am going inte
a strange land.  And the impression never leaves me till
apon wy refurn I lock down from the erest of the Te.
hachapi over the warm Sonth-land.”

I have thonght it worth while to quote these passnges,
partly beeanso they are amusing, partly beeanse they ac-
centuate the topographical sitnation, and also becaunse
they attribute a character almost the opposite of that
which exists. Everywhere is bustle, push, and enterprise.
This people will scll you a corner lob or quarter-section
of land with as great a gusto as any other, and at its full
value. Whatever cffect lapse of time may have upon
them, the present inhabitants, fow of whom are born
hore or even dmfted from indolont climes, if 10tus~
eaters, are of a very wldo-(uml\e sort.

iT.

The Uity of the Angels is, in general, obly another
San José, npon a more hilly site. Its population must
be about fourteen thowsand. The long thoroughfare of
Main Sirest proceeds, from the depot, at first through a
shabby Spanish quarter, locally known as “ Sonora,” con-
sistibg of onc-story, whitewashed, adebe houscs. Passing
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a small Spanish plaza, set with pointed eypresses, and the
prineipal hotel, the Pico Mouse, it becotnes lined with cx-
~cellent buildings of the modern pattern.  Of thesp the
handsome * Baker Block” is inost notable.  Continuning to
the ornate “lLos Angeles Bank,” Spring Streel diverges
at a small angle, and contributes, with Main Street, to
give the commercial skeleton of the town the shape of
a Y with a very long stem.

On Spring Street you find a ecommon Iittle post-office,
the municipal offices, and a brown, Duteh-looking, brick
building, standing free, originally constructed for a mar-
ket, and now the Court-house. If you look into the lobby
of the small adobe jail you will find that some Jeisurely
prisoner of the frescoer’s trade has couverted it into a
reseinblance to a dungeon scene at the theatre. These
two strects, with a shorter onc, Los Angeles Street, par-
allel to Main, containing fruit aud produce commission
houses, comprise the commereial portion of the city,

New buildings are seen going up; the shops are large
and well-appointed, and placards offer, in the usual shib-
beleth of trade, “To Reduce Stoek " ¢ At Wholesale
Slaughter,” and “For the Next Sixty Days.”

A serfons depression afllicted Los Angeles in 1875, at
the time of the general depression throughout the State,
but that has becu succeeded by & new reign of activity.
Trim, Jargo residences of the more prosperons merchants
are seen in the outskirts of the town. Ifarther out yet
these become villas, in the midst of plantations of orange
and lemon, ruled off into formal plots by ditehes for ir
rigation. The class of modest means abide in the side
streets, in fraloe cottages. The German Turn-hall serves
also the pnrpose of theatre for such companies as come
this way.

It is held that Los Angoles, with its port of Wilming-

-
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ton, thirty miles :
away, should be
now, upon the cowpletion of the
Sonthern Pacifie railroad, the en-
trepdt and Paeifle terminna of a
new commercial departnre.  San
I'vaneisco, it is said, has too long  MAIN STREET, LOS ANGELES.
sat at the Golden Gate “levying

toll on every pound of frcight that passes through,”
and this sclfish greed is to be properly rebuked by the
diversion of a part of its trade. Iinthusiastic San Diego
expects also to have its share. The wickeduess of the
proceeding would seem to depend largely npon- who it is
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that takes the toll. Tos Angeles, it is held, is to be the
Lyons, and San Dicgo the Marscilles, of Lhe State, San
Franciseo still remaining its Daris.

The pepper-tree, with its searlet berries and rem hlu?
leaves, forms the leading shade and ornament of Los
Angeles sticets.  Apart from these a clumyp of palms
grows on San Pedro Strect, and, before au odd, octagon-
shaped house on Main Street, o Mexican nopal of the
size of an apple-tree.  In the court-yard of the principal
hotel droops a single ragged banana.  Tropical features
in the vegetation are scarce, but it is evident that this is
not the fault of the climate, but of failure to encourage
them. Ju the door-yards are the Mexican aloe and the
Spanish Layonet, from the adjacent descris of Mobave
and Arizona. The castor-oil plant grows a tall weed in
veglected places.  The extraction of castor-oil was at onc
thino av industry of the place, bnt is now abandoned.

111,

The Mexiean element must be something likke one-third
of the entire population of the place. In the Spanish
town, *BSousora,” the recollection of Mexico is revived,
but a very shabby, provincial Mexico. Yon liud snesced
and fequile, the two varictics of intoxicating liquor dis-
tilled from the maguey, or aloe. The dingy Jittle adobe
shops contain samples of dingy little stocks of gouds in
their shuttered Joop-holes of windows. A few swarthy,
lantern-jawed old-timers hang about the corners, aud gos-
sip in patois, and women with black shawls over their
heads pass by. - Much of the quarter is in a rainous con-
dition. * There remain vestiges of the arcade system of
the kmd known in some form to all tropical or semi-trop-
ical climates.. ' The arcades of Sonora are not of massive

Fofhanin
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brick and stone, but are wooden roofs, such as are put out
by our corner grocers, on light wooden posts.  Ilere and
there only the batfered skeletons remain, attached to.
ruinous honses.  Most California municipalities have
borrowed sowmething of this Spanish idea. At Sacra-
mento the thriving but flab and not attractive capital of
the State, you ean walk nearly all over the business part
of town nnder cover. ‘

There 1s o very respeetable-looking restanrant—a vine-
embowered cottage—opposite the Pico IHouse, where the
fawiliar foréilias, or pancakes, and frijoles, or stewed
beans, may be had. Alongside is an adobe ehurch,
gnaint in pattern, bué modern and devoid of farther in--
terest.  Fron its helfry the ehimes jangle loudly several
tinies a day in familiar Mexiean fashion.  Out of Sonora
cmerges, on the 16th of Scptember, the Juarez Guard,
which escorts a triwmphal car bearing the national colors
of red, white, and green, and, aided hy a cortége of dark
little maidens, in white muslin and slippers, proceeds to
celebrate with appropriate ardor the anniversary of Mex-
ican independeunce.

Fhis people, who have gone so much to the wall,
wear no very pathetic aspeet in their adversity., They
are for the most part engaged in coarse labor, are im-
provident, and apparently contented. It is only rarcly
that a Spanish name—a Pachace, a Bepnlveda, or Estudil-
lo—rises into prominence in the public affairs.of the State
of which they were once owners.  Old Don Pio Pico, the
Inst of the Spanish Governors, resides here, impoverished,
in a little cottage, in sight of property of great valne
which was formerly his, and of the plnz(t once the centee
of his anthority. .

. Don Pio is onc of the pickuresque featires of Los An-

gelcs, and with his histery wouald be esteemed interesting
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anywhero. Above cighty years of age, with stoeky figure,
square head, and bright cyes, contrasting with his bronzed
skin and close-cropped white hair and beard, he has a cer-
tain resemblance to Victor ITugo.  1e has a rather florid
taste for jewelry. Ile carries himself about town, in his
short overcoat with velvet collar and cuffs, with a bearing
still erect avd stately. It is strange to tell; but true, and

nax I'to pleo,

it 1 evidence of the conservatisin and Iack of adaptabil-
ity of his race, thak the old gentleman, though once Gov-
ernor of the State, and a coutinuous resident of it, as an
Ameriean eitizen, siuce he surrendered it to I'remont and
Stockton in 1847, docs not yet speak a word of any other
language than Spanish. The tatk of this historie person-
age gave but a rude picture of the state of society in his
yonth, Was there anything in the world so remote as
the California of the years 1810 to 18482 '

e
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“J am but a plain and unagsuming person,” he said to
ime. %My father did not Jeave me a inule nor a vara of
ground. I worked for the padres at the San Gabriel
Mission when I wuas a boy, mid 1 had little oppottunity
to learn book knowledge.”

{Te disclaimed being an authority cven on the events
of his own fall and the encroachments of the Americans,
“'I'here are mauy,” he said, “ who have a better head for
those things than I, and whe will tell you better than 1.”

.o “1 was a just man, however. I treated tho rich
no betler than the poor.  leuze when they asked who
was Io wmag justo v honrado—the most just and honest
man— for Governor, it was answered with one accord,
Don Pio Pieo”

There are differences of opinion about those anecient
officials.  Some of them liave been charged with a whole-
sale 1ssue of land-patents after the American occupation,
which patents ostensibly belonged to their respective ad-
ministrations,  Edwin M. Stanton, sent ont to look into
these matters by the Attorney - general of the United
States, reported at the time that “the making of false
grants, with the subornation of false witnesses to prove
then, has beeome a trade and a bnsiness,””

The treaty of Guadalupe 1Tidalgo, in 1847, by which
the war with Mexico was eoncluded, made valid and of
fult foree whatever had been done before the American
occupation.  Spanisly governors were numereus in those
last days, and went in and out of offiee with extraordinary
frequency, by rcason of plots, counterplots, and the in-
ability of the home governinent to enforve its own will.
Alvarado, Carillo, Micheltorenn, and Pio Pico reigned
separately, or together, or by tnrns, in a revolutionary,
confused, and overlapping way, which furnished excellent
opportunity for frand.  Oue prefers, however, vot to lin-
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MONCOLLIAN AND MEXICAN,

ger upon unpleasant suspicions, but rather to esteem these
fallen dignitaries, few of whom now survive after their
misfortunes and romantic histories.

Itven the Chinese, singularly enongh, sliow greater en-
terprisc than {lic Spanish.  Perbaps they may have :
somewhat botter warrant for coming in here than else-
where, since a Chinaman is fonnd in the list of the twelve
original settlers of the town,in 1781. They bhave pushed
into the best of the old Spanish adobe houses, once the
best of their kind in the State. They oceupy all those
which flank the little plaza with an entive street, others
debouching from it.

The populace, however, have not always heen the et

- 1»'“(..:?;
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ter reconeiled to the hapless Mongolians.  In an ontburst
of deadly prejudice, in the year 1871, they were dragged
out of their Spanish houases and hang to Inmp-posts, wag-
ou-tongues, and thelr own door-ways, to the nunber of
cightecn, of all ages and sizes.  The riot was oceasioned
by their vesistatice to some process of a deputy-sherifl.
My informant described them to me as hanging like
Lusiches of carrots.

At presest they were pantting up, near the site of these
sanguinary scenes, an ornate open-air theatre or temple,
for a tricomad rehpgioas festival; to lust a week or more.

IV,

Oue of my pleasantest days st Los Angoeles was that
which I spent in o drive with the Zanjero.

The Zanjero, indeed ! who or what iz a Zanjero?

1is title is derived from the Spanish zenje—diteh-—
continued down from the times of the original settle-
ment, and he is the oflicial overscer of water and irei-
gation.  1le took me about with liim to obseive this
important and entertaining part of the cconomy of civ-
ilization in these thirsty regions. Not that Los Angoles
is so dry in comparison, for it Las thirteen inches of rain
against two at DBakersficld, but it is in abundant heed of
irrigation. ‘

Tie Zunjero is elected by the Clity Couneil annually.
Six deputics wid him in the suwmmer, redncoed to three
in the winter, when the rains render irrigation hardly
necessary. All are invested with the authority and
hadges of policetnen,

The city, the Zanjero tells us, as we vide along, con-
trols in its corporate capacity all the waters of the Los
Angeles River. The Los Angeles River is o Southern
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California strcam of the typieal sort. It has a wide,
shallow Dbed, almost dry at the moment, but in spring
and winter it brawls in dangerouns lashion, and often
carrics away its ridges. We ride up to the point near
a certain railvoad bridge where the water is first diverted.
It is taken ont by two small canals, onc for the city
proper, one for the thriving suburlb of Last Los Angeles.
We find that the dam by which the river is ¢heeked for
this purpose is coustrueted of carth, with a facing of
stout posts aud planking. At the beginning of winter
the planking is removed, and the stream allowed to
BWECp away the rmmpart of carth, which is replaced by
a new one, the succeeding spring.  Clain-gangs of con-
viets from the prison are sct upon this labor,

A canal s taken out of the sune river twelve miles
above, which supplics water for dvinking and hvigating
the higher levels. There are bwo very diffcrent levels
in the confignration of the eity, onc rising from the
other with great abroptness, as at Santa Cruz.

Upon the height ave remuains of the fort buile by Fre-
mont when he entered the eity.  Dircetly at its foot is
the cottage of Plo Pico; the big hotel, still bearing s
name, in which he sank a handsome share of his fortune;
the little eypressstudded plaza; and the shabby white
quarter of Sounora. The mass of the city lies to the right,
withont striking featurcs.  DBeyond ity toward the river,
stretelr breadths of 2 russel bloom which we know to be
vineyards, together with lines and parallelograms of
orange and cucalyptus, as formal as the conventional
trees in boxes of (German toys. Aecross the river,
“ Prooklyn IHeights” and *Boyle lleights” rise to a
wide, rolling table-land (meesa), which extends back to Lhe
blue Sicrra Madre Monntains, Toward most of the
horizon stretel expanses of a garden-like vegetation of

g
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a mysterious gnality — the dreamed-of orange:groves in
11288, _

The city has created a cousiderable part of its debt
by its water system, in whicli it has spent. probably
£200,000, Tho works are of an ophemeral character,
which will in time be replaced by somecthing more sub-
stantinl.  The shuple trenches and wooden flnmes permit
of wasted water, and are costly to keep in repair.  One of
the principal ditehies, however, is carried through a hill
some three-quarters of a mile in a tunnel of six feet in
scetion.  There bavo been formed also numbers of dora-
ble reservoirs or artificial lakes for the storage of addi-
tional water in winter to sapplenent the viver at ils
lowest.

We rode out among the villas and gardens and ob-
served the practical appliention of the water. The main
ditches are three fuct by two, the Jesser about two by
one. The “liead” is the nominal standard of measure-
ment of the babbling fluid.  The head should be & sec-
tion of one hundred sgnare inches, delivered under 2
cerfain uniforn pressave, bal it is in practice loosely
administered.

“The trrigators want their work done,” says the Zan-
jero; “that is the main point. Some lands take more,
others less, according ag they are sandy or liold water.
A head of fifty inches onr the cast side will do as mueh
as one hundred and twenty around the city.” _

Fau-palms, Tndia-rubber-trees, aud tall bananas grow
freely on the lawns where a little pains is taken. Yon
stop now to exelalin at a comfortable Liome embowered
in myrtle, orange, and vines, the dark, glossy folinge
starred with golden fruit avd red roses, a sput for any
romance. Again, it is a long areade or temple of arbor-
vite, extending across the whole front of a garden, and

19
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framing in its arches delicious views of distant Dblue
mountains, their fops now powdered with snow.

This Iand of running brooks shorld be a famous place
for the children to sail their Loats, though as & matter of
fact we do not see them doing it.  Perhaps there is a law
against it. ‘There ave laws, at any rate, against stealing
tlic water, wantonly raising the gates to waste it, or trans-
ferring ic to irvigators outside the city limits. These
latter are entitled to it only npan an extra payment aud
after those within the eity have been supplied.

As all irrigators cannct be supplied at onee, the man.
ner of serving it out is as follows: Applications have
to be made in the last week of cach mouth. The Zan-
jero thon apportions the supply so that it wmay go round
among the applicants in the most convenient way.  The
complete cirenit takes about twenty days.  The applicant
receives a ticket, on the payment of a fee, entitling Lim
to reecive the water on snch a day ab such an hour. The
right for that time is exelusively liis.  The rates are so
fixed as to reimburse the public treasury, and arc mot
intended as a source of profit.  The average charge for
water is about filty ceuts an hour, two dollars o day, and
a dollar and twenty-five cents a night.

The subscriber has the water delivered to him by the
deputy at his conneceting-gate. At all other times the
gate st be kept fastened with a padlock.  The wooden
aate, sliding smoothly in its grooves, is like a little gnil-
lotine.

Chop! pgoes the guillotine, when it has been raised
long enough, and off goes the head, as 1t were, of the
little streath, Thus surprised on its way among the
orchards and gardens, it writhes and twists a while,
rises again in its gonfining box, and is soon ready to
begin lifc again on a new basis.

et b T A B N Nt
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V. .

Log J’\”g(}](:s is the nlgtr(}l]olis of the Orangoe tmde, but
the gl'c:ttei‘ part of the culture itsclf is in tracts of the
surrounding country, each with a thriving settlement as
its nnelens. The lands are usna!ly lnid out and subdi-
vided by capitalists, under the © colony” system, as de-
seribed.  Ten or even five acres in a erop of such value
are a comfortable property. On Lake Goarda Lalf an
acre in lewons is suflicient for the support of a family.
It is in evidence here that retizrns of from $500 to $1000
an acre are bad from orange, femon, and lime, after the
trees have arvived at full bearing.

The piazzas of the orange-planters command attractive
views; rose and heliolrope bloom round themn ; and anee-
iniens of all the fruits are offered for our tasting with
Iavish hospitality and honest pride in their perfection,

We begin with Pasadena, which is reached by a drive
of ten miles from Los Angeles.  Pasadena, the Indiana
Colony, San Gabriel, the Lake Vineyard tract, the Al
hambra, Sauta Anita, and Sierra Bladre tracts, and others,
all of the smme general character, adjoin one another,
The dwellings in them are those of people of meana and
a cortain taste. Even the least show ambition. There
are pretty chapels in the Gothie style, and neat sehool-
Liouscs. Well-dressed children of a city alr are met
with on the reads. The roads are excellent. No vio-
lent storms or thawing snows in this climate tedr them
up, and they are kept in order with little trouble. =

Thie door-yards arc enclosed with hedges of lime, arbor-
. witm, or rose-bnshes.  Curicus sinall cireles from time to
time attract attention, cither filled with water, or dry,
like the vings of & depavted eirens.  These are reservoirs,
supplementing the irvigation system. They are usnally
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filled by artesian wells, which flow frews iron pipes a
few fect above the ground, the water overspreading the
top in a thin film, Iike a globe of glass, reflecting neigh-
boring objects. Such globe-like [ilms, sparkling from a
distance, are a frequent item in the prospect.  As thore
has never been any forest, no unsightly sturops indieate
recent clearings.  The country, in consequence, does not
luok new. Where settled at all, it has a surprisingly old
and civilized air.

The temperature, this late November day—on which
there arc telegrams in the papers of snow-storms at the
North and Ilast- ~is perfection. It is neither hot nor
cold. A sybarite would uot alter it. ees hmn in the
profuse clusters of heliotrotpe about the porches. A sin-
gle Jacreminot rosc on a tall slem, a beauty whose sway
will not Dbe gainsaid, makes its vivid crimson felt frdm
the greensward a long way off.  Amoug the older cs-
tates this is pointed out as the home of “ Don Benito,”
that of “Don Tomas,” so and so, the family name being
usnally American. Audacious in love as in other things,
enlerprising Americans have married into the Spanish
familics, both before and since the congnest, and sne-
ceeded to their acees. Very fow of Spanish stock still
retain any property of note. '
I there be or ever existed any real carthly Paradise, 1
think it might bear some snch comnplexion as that of the
Sierra Madre Villa, oun the {ivat bold rise of the mouutaius
at San Gabriel. T eannot voneh for it as a hotel, for lio-
tel it is, but I vouch for it as a situation.

The nir was heavy with the fragrance of extensive ave-
nues of limes as [ eame up to it.  The orange-trees were
propped up, to prevent their hreaking nnder their weight
of fruit. Forty oratiges on a single bough! lsaw it with
my own eyes. Soue of the trees, by the freak of a recent

¥
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FPAWADISE.

gale, had been denuded of their leaves, which left only the
elobes of golden fruit, a lovely decorative effect, on their
bare stelms. A view of thirty wiles is had across the gar-
dendike San Gabriel Valley, to a strip of blue sea on the
horizom.  On the strip of blue sca reste a slight brown
spot, the jewel of Santa Catalina Island.

Flowering vines clustercd along a piazza, part enclosed
in glass, In a warm nook a couple reclined in steamer-
chairs, one reading alond a novel in a gentle murmur.
They were a couple of recent date, and as the place for a
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- honey-moon it was ideal. The orange bears a close resem-
blance to the formal tree which the medigeval painters
uset to represent as the “tree of the krvwledge of good
and evil 7 of Genesis. It is approprintely placed, there-
fore, in our carthly Paradise.

Iist! 'The youug woman who had hieen reading takes
her stand archly at one side of such a tree,  The wman
who had been listening vises also, and, with a slight yawn,
places himself ou the other. Oh, what is this? 1Is she a
new Eve? Bhe plucks a froit, and hands it to him. Oh,
this is terrible I s there to be a fall again in Bden, and all
itg direfol conscquences?  There should be some Cranach
or Diirer here to take down once more the particulars of
the distressing scene.  What does ive wish Adam to do?
Perhaps she wishies bimn o buy lands—above their value
—and go into orange-planting himself.  Alas! he will be
lost forever to the higher financinl life. . Derbaps Satan !
is the invidious real-cstate man, ;

But really there is no pressing need of such a display
of faney becanse a young matron offerg her husband a
fresh orange before dinner, '

Certain drawbacks—drawbacks attending upan an inju-
dicioung entering inte this apparently fascinating kind of
life—should not be overlooked.  The orange-tree grows
all the time, and ealls for ineessant eare, winter as in sum- ‘
mer. Not a few invalids who had looked to its culture
as a pastime have broken down threngh this enuse, and f;;
throngh having taken up more Jand than they could man- :
age. The lesson of snch cases is, not to attempt too mmeh,
but to kucp to the five, or ten, acres, as tho case may be,
within one’s capacity. Nor has it been politic to put

- everything inte the single crop of oranges. The smaller
fruits—peaches, plums, and especially apricots—{or can-
ning, which comc into bearing quickly, ave uscfnl in tid-
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ing over the tedions period of waiting for the orange-trees
to mature, and are alivays in profitable demand.. To start
existence comfortable here the new-comer should have a
eapital of frow five to ten thonsand dellars, thongh pecul-
jar energy may do with less,

It requires abont nine years to bring an orange- tree
from tho sced into full bearing.  Oun the other hand, it
is found that by deftly inserting an ovange-bud into the
bark of a lemon-shoot slitted fn an X, and setting this-in
the ground, o tree can bo obtaived which bears market-
able frait after the second year. The controversy rages
as to whether it is worth while to do this, since the prod-
uet is dwarf, like the dwarf pear-tree.  Though it yield
carly it will never yield much, and its froit does not stand
shipment ag well as that of the scedling.  Against this it
is waintained that it lives longer than the scedling, and
yields clioicer varictics of fruit, and that the fruit is more
uniform in size and qualily, antl not subject to & singular
form of destruction whiel somotimes overtakes that of
the secdling—being dashed npon its ewn thorns.

In the same way conflicting theories of irrigation pre-
vail. A porson whio bonght grapes in large quantities for
the puipose of making them into wine told me that over-
irrigation was rendering them watery and insipid. o
proposedd to meet this by establishing a stundard. 1e
would pry twenty dollars a ton for grapes containing twen-
ty-three per cent. of sugar, and for those below standard
less. Plentiful irrigation, however, is relied npon to coun- -
teract thut fatal pest of the vine, the phylloxera: Some
advoeate the theory of irrigation in the winter or rainy
season only. Al the water possible is to be condueted
npon the land at the time it naturally falls, leaving the
soil to act as its own reservoir, and store np a portion for
the dry scason ahead. Others cven deny the need of ir-
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rigation altogcther. Tlicy. write to the papers that jt is
only necessary to keep the surface well scratched with a
cultivator, and a supply of moisture will always be found
a few inches below it.- It is certain that crops both of
grapes and the cerends have beeu prodnecd from uniri-
gated ground, even for a'series of years. But then comes
a dry year,in which everything, animals ag well as plants,
is seorched frown off the face of the earth.

% Cortainty is what ts wanted,” says  lively informant.
“Yon may vot nced water, as you may not a revolver,
all the time; but when you do, you need it awfuol bad.”

VI

In the plain, just undor the mountains, lies the old vil-
lnge and mission church of San Gabricl. The mission
dates from 17681. It was [ounded, like the other missions
of Califoruia, by friars senf out from the college of San
TIernando, in the city of Mexico. I recollect well the
original San Fernandoe. It stands on the strect which
was the scene of Cortez’s disastrons retreat from the
eity, and is marked with an ingeription commemorating
the famous Leap of Alvarado.

The Mission of San Gabriel is worthy of its picturesqne
origin.” It has the same massivenoss, color, aud quaint ro-
coco details, including the peeuliar baktlement, or Spanish
horn of dominion, Six old green hronze bells hang in as
many niches together. - The fernlike shadows of a line
of pepper-trees print themselves in the sunshive agninst
the time-stained wall. " No more than the chureh edifice
now remains.  Great agricultural establishments con-
neeted with all these missions were swept away, years
before the American oceupation, by ediet of the Mexi-
can government. Some bits of broken aqueduet, and a
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few orange-trees, above a hundred years old, in what was

once the mission garden, are the only vestiges of former:

prosperity. The interior of the ehurch contains a fow
battered old religious paintings, the worst of their kind.
It is doubtful if the luxwry of really good picinres was
ever superadded to the excellent architeeture, for which
therc was a natural instinet. It is o commentary on the
popular estimate in whieli the poor old mnasters are held,
T fear, that I was told by the neighborhood:

“You must sce them. They arve all Raphaels and
Michael Angelos”

The village is piquantly foreign. Its single strect is
coinposed entirely of white adobe houscs.  One of them,
with a tmnbling, red-tiled roef, is so full of hules thai jt
looks as if it had been shelled. All the signs are in
Spanish. Here is the zapatero, or shoemaker, and here
the panaderia, or bakery. The south walls are hung
with a drapery of red peppers drying in the san fo pre-
pare the favorite condiment. The population ate a hum-
ble class, who gain their livelibood for the most part by
day-labor on the surronnding estates. They are not too
poor, howevor, to retain their taste for festivity still.  Oun
the occasion of some notable wedding among them they
will manage to mount on horscbuck, aud, surrcunding a
bridal carriago, driven postilion-fashion, retorn from the
ceremony, at the old mission, whooping and firing pistols
in the airy in the most gallant and hilarions fashion.

Near by is the large ostate of Sunny Slope, known as
one of the most successful instances of the putting in
practice of the sanguine theories about the conutry. It
has been acquired, and developed, from very small begin-
nings. Tt consists of some nincteen hundred acres of
land, most of it in vines and oranges. There is a large
wine and brandy inaking establishiment. Tight thonsanud
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boxes of oranges and Iemons, fowr hundred thousand gal-
lons of wine and one hmldlu] thousaud of blm]dy, have
been produced in a year.

The dwelling-house was approached by o stately avenue
of orange-trees, in double lines, three-quarters of a mile
in length. The road to the large, substantial buildings
of the winery was bordered by an orchard of orange on
one side and olive on the other.  The vineyards stretehed
out in distant cilect like vast reddish-tawrniy meadosws.

THE YINVAGE, SAN GABKLEL.

At the winery, blacksmithing and cooperage were going
on on a large scale, and a deft Chinaman was construet-
ing the orange-boxes. The rich juics of the grape
peured in floods, and its more concentrated form - as
brandy came fromn its still as clear a3 water. All dis-
tilled spirit s natnrally colorless, and the hues it obtains
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for market arc given by burncd sugar, to gratify an arti-
ficial taste.

The hands are Chinamen and Mexicans, The super-
intendent tells ng that the former do the most work and
got less pay, but that there are certain things which they
eannot do. They eannot plough, nor prune the vines,
and thay ate awkward in the management of animals,
Indeed, a Chinaman on horseback, or even in a wagon,
seems almost as incongruous as Jack Tar.

‘We visited, one evening, the Chinese quarters, and it
. would have been hard to lind a wwre clean, domestic-
looking interior among men of any other nationality in
the same circumstances of life. They sceined mueh
more orderly in their arrangements than the Mexicans;
cither those from the village or those who had a settle-
ment on a bold slope of the estate above. '

There is much native Indian blood among these latter,
and their dwellings were half wigwams, patched np of
ritbbish.  Mongrel dogs, 1 donkey, and a foundered horse
wandered at ease among them. A veddish-brown ureliin,
with large, liqnid eyes, coming out, pansed to gaze at us.

“ Cor-r-re, demonio de muchacho /7 (R-r-run, demon of
a boy ) eried a slatbernly mother, swho appeared behind,
endeavoring to urge him upon sowe crrand of peculiar
expedition. _ '

But the demon of a boy, exemplifying the traits of his
race, had no idea whatever of being in a hurry, On the
contrary, having removed to a safe distance, he dawdled
in the wost exusperating way, and continued to stare
rotind-eyed during all of our criticul tour of inspection.

The work of the year was now the pruniug of the
vines. Stripped of every superfluity, the ragged little
stocks, regimented vetorans, were to stand bare il the
exuberance of a new spring should again break forth in
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" leaves. Taustino, Gaelano, Inearnacion, and the rest, for
so they are called, appear to picturesque advantage in
this work. Their swarthy faces are framwed in slauch
sombreros. They wear red-and-blue shirts, and bright
handkerchiefs about their necks.  They move forward iu
a line, pruning-knife in hand, and a small saw at the belt
for the tougher knots. The spots of color twinkle npon
the russet of the vineyard; the proning-knives flash as
they turn to the sun; the ground has a geuntle, agreeable
fall} and spiintered granite mountaing, with deep cafions
among them for exploration, softened by a veil of atmos-
phere, back up the whole.

The orange-tree, even at a great age, is not as large as
one may have expected. Even those of a hundred years
in the mission garden are not above two fect in diame-
ter. It is gratifying to be at full liberty to examine this
altractive vegetation, known heretofore only in its tub
in the conscrvatory, or on thie staircase at a ball. There
scems but one drawback to an orange-grove, and that is
that it cannot have greensward below to lie upon. It is
very exacting—requires all the nourishment the soil can
give, and the soil st be kept loose and open around
the roots. It is irrigated about once a month, and the
surface gone over with a enltivator afterward, to prevent
baking np in the sun.

The orange-grove "is lovely at all times, mysterions
whern. the long alivys are dark against the red sunset, the
frait glimmering like a feast of lanterns af twilight; and
in the pleasant mornings sparkling among the glossy
leaves like little suns newly riseny while we catch the
perfume of Llossoms lieralding in a new erop, though the
last still hangs wpon the bough. Iere and there is an
example of the coormous shaddoek, which resembles the
orange in appearance but the lemon in character. The
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lomon is less hardy to rear than the erange, and i8 not
caltivated on as large a scale. Chinamen, with ladders
and baskets, gather the frnit, and chatter to one another
from the trees like magpics. It is irrigation-day, and
all at once thoe waler is let on. Twisting and turning
this way and that, it yans onf upon the thirsty soil, as if
with an cager curiosity in the cmbrace. Chinamen with
hoes follow it, here throwing up little dams, which it tiies
to evade; there, swhen it rans sluggishly, opening little
channels, and leading it where it should go. The whole
orchard is soon babbling musically with running water,
and in process of being thoroughly soaked.
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XXI1X.

TO BAN DIEQRO, AND TIHE MEXICAN FRONPIER.

L

Tuzse and kindred scencs are to be met with in fifty,
I know not how many maore, localities of a similar sort.
San Fernaundo, IFlorence, Compton, Duwney City, West-
minster, Orange, Tustin City, Centralia, omona, and
Artesin may be mentioned as leading examples. The
“colony »* government is of a simple sort, and consists
of a justice of the peace, coustable, waler overscer, and
school trustees, Anabeim, settled Dby Gormans, was
one of the first established coloies, anud has beeowme a
town of importance. Santa Ana had a speeial bustle
at present, ag the terminas, for the time being, of the
railroad in process of bunilding froin Los Angeles to San
Diego.

Perhaps, however, the greafest general aiv of distinetion
is worn by Riverside. This colony sccms to have been
songht to an exceptional degree by persens in good cir-
cumstances. It is fifty-soven miles lower down than Tos
Angeles, and reached by a drive of seven miles southward
from the Southern Pacific Railroad at Colton. Ifour
miles north of Celten, on the other hand, takes you to
San Bernardino, an important place of six thonsand peo-
ple, originally settled by Mormons. The regnlar Mor-
mons withdrew to Utah by order of Brigham Young on
the threat of the coercive war there in 1857, and only
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a few “Josephites” now remain, whose practices do nol
differ greatly from those of other people.

At Riverside is found a coutinuous belt of scttlement
and enltivation twelve miles long, by two miles in average
width. Tt will be twenty long when all complete. The
population is not large, but revels in a great deal of rooin.
The goneral situation is a valley of about forly wiles
square, at an elevation of twelve hundred feet above the
sean. The access to thris valley is by four several passes,
one each on the north, sonth, east, and west, as il so many
doors had been providentially left open in the encom-
passing mountain ranges. The sottlement forms an casis
in the midst of the desert, after the general plan, Tts
fresh greenness, and canals of clear water, along which
sylvart glimpses, almost Knglish, are met with, derive

"added ebarm and interest from the desert. The rest of

the high, quadranguiar valley, capable, no doubt, of as
great development, if water can be bronght upon it, re-
mains in its natural condition.

A lovely drive, called Magnolia Avenue, planted with
double rows of pepper and eucalyptus trees, extends
through the length of the plice {rom north to south.
It is berdercd with homes, making preteusions to wnch
more than comfort. The best of these are at the division
ealled Arlington, four miles below the post-office of Riv-
erside proper.  The native adobe, or snn-dried briek, sup-
Hemented with ornamental wood-work, has been used as
material with excellent effect.  Tn the interiors are found
rogs, portieres, Morris’s wall-papers, and all the parapher-
nalia of the latest Rastern eivilization; and there is an
archery club and 2 “ German.”

Invalidism is heard of with considerable frequency as
an excuse for the wmigration hither.  Certainly many ad-
vantages offer to the invalid. The climate permits him

e T e e
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ADOHE RESIDERNCE AT RIVERSIDE,

to be ahmost constantly out-of-doovs. The sky.is blue, the
sun unclouded, nearly every day in the year, and he can
go into his orchard and concern himself about his Navel
or Brazilian oranges, his paperrind St. Miclinels, and his
Tahiti scedlings, with little let or hinderance, Orange
cnlture affords him both a carcer and a revenue. 1f the
unchanging bluc of the sky grow sometimes monotonons,
there are other distractions in the noble mountain ranges.
Riverside has in this vesource a tonch of the charm of
Switzerland.  Your entertainer points ont to you frora
his piazza the great peaks of Greyloek, San Bernardino,
and San Jaciuto, from ten to twelve thotsand feet in
height, and crowned with snow for a considerable part
of the yoar, just as the Junglran iz pointed ont from
Interlaken and Mont Blane from Gencva.

1t is a description that applics to all of Setithern Cal-
ifornia, that, however great the heat by day—in mid-
suminer often a Lwadred and five in the shade—the
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nights are always cool and refreshing. Sunstroke is not
known. Nor are tho violent thunder-storms with which
Nature, with us, endeavors to restore equilibrium after
having cxhausted its most oppressive warmth, The
great drawback lere, as there must always be some
drawback, consists in oceasional heavy *“northors,” which
gather up the dust from the dry sarface and produce
painful dust-storms of two or three days’ duration.

ADGEE RESIDENCE AT RIVERSIDE,

In sutumn and winter the temperatare is chilly enongh
to make fires a necessity morning and ovening, and even
all day long in aparbtinents shut off from the influence of
the sun. I was astonished to find the air so keen at
these times, and a scum of ice forming upon water in the
mornings even as far down as San Diego. The cold has
a penetrating quulity beyond its register by the ther-
mometer.  This, thongh usmally overlooked, is impor-
tant, since fuel is very scaree and correspondingly dear.
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Tagots of the prunings of the cottonwoods, sytamores,
and mesquit-trecs along the beds of the streams are the
principal resowrce.  Such coal as can Le obtained is both
costly and of poor quality.

Tho water for the irrigation of Riverside is takeu from
the swift little streamm of the Santa Ana River, which
falls so rapidly within a short compass that it is feasible
to take ont two separate canals with a differeuce of thirty-
five fect in their levels. On all sides lands are held at
200 and 300 poy acre, and when the orange-trecs have
come into good bearing, at 1000, which but a few years
ago were purchased at o dollar and a quarter an acre.

All these places have their local rivalries, though
Sonthern California as a whole is ready to unito in vin-
dicating its peculiar claitns, against the outside world.
All have their panphlets to distribute, containing their
tables of mean tewperatures, altitodes, analyses of soils;
and claims to regard, as based upon nearncss to, or ab-

sence from, some particulnr natural feature. Thus the

coast countics take leave to pride themselves upon a
genial average of teinperature, owing to their proximity
to the sea. They are Iree, they say, from the extremes
of hieat ami cold afflieting those which are shnk in behind
the meountain barriers. The inland counties, on the other
hand, congratulate themselves that their lot is cast where
the mountains forin an eflicient defence against the raw
fogs and gusts which must necessarily affict those direct-
1y exposed Lo the ehilly ocenn. :

Thesc petty rivalvies ave a part of the history of all
new countrics, and pass away with the devefopment of
population and trade. There scems no uped of - jeal-
ousies, sinee there is encouragement enough for all in
their several ways.  The Teritories of Arizona and New
Mexico have just been epened to transportation by rail
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from this quarter. The lands snitable for the cultivation
of the “ecitrns fruits” ave linited in extent. The mar-
ket is much more likely to improve than deeline, even
when production shall have largely increased beyond its
present rate.  Iigh railroad freights were ab one time a
canse of alarm.  The making of an “orange wine” was
proposed as o resonrce for wsing up the surplus crop of
this kind. The experiment was not a suceess, but it is
not likely to be needed. Treights have declived, and
will decline more with the building of projected new
roads. Shipanents of oranges have been successfully
made from this section as far away as Denver, Chicago,
and 3t. Louls.

II.

Great things arve predicted for Wilinington, a little
port twenty-two miles to the sonth-west of Los Angeles.
The extensive works undertaken here by the railroad and
the United Statés government are stifl incoinplele, and
it is but a dreary little place in its present condition.
ITowever, great ports have never been selected primarily
for pieturesqneness, but in accordance with such commer
cial necessities ns short lines of transit, easy grades, and
couvenienee for shipping.  Wilmington had few natural
couveniences to offer, Uhere were originally but eight-
gen inches of water on its bar.  This has been lncreased
to ten feet. An enornous jetty, 6700 feet Jong, cxtend.
ing out to what is called Dead Mau's Island, is under
consteuction. It is to force the tide itself to do the duty
of scouring out the bottom, so that a ship chanuel sev-
eral miles long will eventnally be sceared.

Santa Monica is another small port at the end of a
branch railvoad {roin Los Angeles, sixteen miles diveetly
west, and somewhat famed as @ sca-side vesort. Tt Lias a
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liotel of considerable size, and a bold situation on a prel-
ty lovseshoe bay. The beach is of fine, bard sand ; and
the temperature admits of bathing, if one be inclined for
it, all the year round. The hopes which were at one
timo entertnined by capitalists, like Senator Jones, of
Nevada, of making the place a great shipping point,
have been for the present abandoned. It was to have
been the I’acific terminns of a new through line. from
the Ttast, coming by way of the Cajon Pass. A wharf
1500 fect long was built, and a breakwater proposed.

OLD MISSION AT SANTA DARNAKA,

From here, or from Wilmington, you sail tip the coast
to San Buenaventura and Santa Barbara—favored by in-
valids. These places have as yot no railroad, bub must
before long come into the general system. Both are on
that sheltered streteh of the coast which, from Point
Coneeption, makes a sharp turn to the ecastward; and has
direct southern exposure and a view of the islands of
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Santa Barbara Channcl, Santa Barbara, on its practical
side, has devoted more attention than most places to the
cultire of the olive—an fudustry still miuch in its infan-
¢y- Soms of the culbivators have provided thowmseclves
with a machinery, which costs about a thousand dollars,
for expressing the oil.  As a condiment the fruit is not
pickled green here, like the Spanish olive, buf ripe and
Llack.. It may be that a special education is needed for
" liking cach variety of olives, as it is for acquiring the
taste in the begitning.  Those here are of a small varie-
ty, descending from the ald mission times, and it is hard
not to find them either inmsipid or bitter. The leading
shipment from San Buenaventura is honey. A million
pounds per annuim from Ventura County; of which it is
the capital, is not an nousual product.

I11.

I sailed from Wilmington to San Diego. I embarked
in the evening in a small tng, which steamed down the
tortuous windings of the channel, past black lighters that
Whistler would have liked to etch, aud past Dead Man’s
Island, and transferred ns on board a coast sleamer wait-
ing without. Next morning we were at our destination,
& hundred iles below.  San Diego, rising on a gentle
slope, makes a pretty appearance from the water. A
United States barracks (yellow), with a (lag-staff rising in
the centre, is the most prominent object in front. You
round an immensely Iong, narrow sand-spit of a penin-
sula, which contributes to form the exeellent small har-
bor, and make fast to an immensely long mooring wharl.
It is a feature of all California poits to have imnicnsely
long wharves. To the left is “Old Town,” its beach
where Dana once loaded hides in his famous “Two
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Years Defore the Mast,” now the site of a Chincse fish-
ing village. To the right is braud-new * National City,”
the location of the shiops and cxtensive depot grounds
for the new railway. In the centre, at about fowr wiles
from cither, lies “New Town,” Sau Diego proper. All
together have a population of about five thonsand.

“As wo came up to the wharf a locomotive, starting
from National City on the new track, made the ecircuit
of the water-front, with one long, shrill seream, which
was taken up by the hills and echoed back. Gods and
men were no longor to remain ignorant that San Diego
had at last ecanght up with its future and had its rail-
road.

It was cruelly disappointed when it was o be the ter-
winus of the Texas Pacifie, transcontinental, road. The
panie of '73 prevented the capitalist « Tom Scol’.h” from
negotiating the foreign Joan which was needed for its
completion. That enterprise was abandoned, and a half-
mile of graded road-bed alone remains as a sort of tumun-
lus to the blighted hopes and Dlitter memories of the
time. The name of the unfortunate “Tom Scott”—
since defunct—remains also a byword and a reproach.
Now, however, the © California Southern” is actuaily at
work, and under contract to complete the one hundred
and sixteen miles necessary to meet the Southern Paeifie,
at a point near San Berovardino, within a short time. 1t
ig to be a link in the new “ Atlantic and Pucifie,” which
is to follow the thirty-fifth parallel, and become a trans-
continental road by meaus of connection with the Atehi-
son, Topeka, and Santa Té.

The capital and management of the California Southern
are largely supplied by the same Doston company direet-
ing the Mexican Central, the line to Guaymas from the
Acrizona frontier, and others. A fartler road is projected

s
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by them eastward from San Diego to Calabasas, passing
through Port Ysabel, at tho head of the Gulf of Califor-
nia. This can be more cheaply built tolow the Mexican
fronticr than on this side, owing to special cxemptions
there to be lLiad from taxation, and the lower rates of
Tabor. Tt is thought that the Southern Pacific will also
be eompelled by competition to build across from Yiuma,
Hopes are still entertained also of the derelict Texas Pa-
cific. With all this in prospeet, it will be seen that San
Diego has justification for making a good deal of stir. Tt
claims to be hundreds of miles nearer, than San Francis-
co, to New Orleans and New York, on the one hand, and
the Orient on the other, and is correspondingly cheerful.

A hand-car on the long wharf conveyed our baggage
into the town while we walked beside it. The town, be-
ing reached, is found a place of loose texture. It hasa
disproportionately large hiotel, the Horton House, built in
anticipation of the rapid arrival of its future greatness,
and 2 loss to its oviginal proprictor. Tho blue shados
wore down and the plateglass windows dusty also, with
an expeetant look, in much of the «Ilorton Block,” op-
posite.  After 78 half the shatters in San Diego were
put up. They have come down now, however, and prob-
ably to stay. _

There is a charming view of the harbor and blhe ocean
from the upper slopes of the town. Part of the view is
a gronp of bold Mexican islands, the boldest of these,
Coronado, a solid mass of red sandstove, which Amer
icans have tried to get for a quairy, without sncdess,
Yes, here is Old Mexico once more; we have come bick
toit. The high, flat-topped peak of Table Mountain marks
it unmistakably. 1t is customary to drive down to “the
Monumnent,” set up on the dividing line of Baja (Lower)
California, but the excursion is without special interest.
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The chronic condition of shutters in San Diego “ Old
Town 7 is to be “up,” thal is, so far as it can be said
to have any shutters yot remaining. It dates from
1769.  Disadvantageously situated in regard to the bay,
it began to be descrted in favor of the newer site abont
ten years ago. ~ Nothing could scem more desolate than
it is now. The usual old wission, with a few palns and
olives about it, stands in a valley, vp the pretty San Diego
River, and the carthworks of Commodore Stockton, who
threw thewm up one night before the encimy knew he was
ashore, are seen on a hill.  Rents should be eheap in Old
Towr, but, according to the gossips who slill sit around
the decayed old plaza, they are not. The owners hold
them stiffly yet, on what theory Ilcaven ounly knows.

QLD MTSSEON AT SAN DTEGH,

The plaza has u toppling flag-stafl, a decayed music-stand,
and vestiges of a number of burned edifices, which have
never been worth anybody’s while to build up again.
The “Merchants’ Exchange” will never supply cocktails
to thirsty soul again; the Cosmopolitan Hotel is withont,
a guest; whole rows of weather-beaten adobes-—whole
.quarters—stand vacant. It shonkl be a great plice for
ghosts. DBut perhaps they do not carc for one another’s
society. The childven, coming from school—for there is,
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it seems, a school—amuse tliemselves with knocking at
and rattling the vacant doors; then they peer in at the
broken window-pancs and shout, and ran laughing awsy’

IV.

In Jeaving San Diego I traversed the surveyed line of
the new railroad almost due northward, A thirty-mile
seetion of the railrond was already built.  The rest of the
jouwrney was made by wagon, with an occasional half-day’s
pedestrianism, for which the dry, smooth surface of the

NON JUAN FORSTER.

ground is well adapted. It afforded opportunity of mak-
ing the acquaintance in a leisnrely way of sonie of the
ranchmen, small and great, of the old school.” The prin-
cipal one of these was Don Juan Forster (deceased since
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this visit), well known in his section. IIe was English by
birth, but sailed with his father in a trading vessel, and
became a Mexican subject and resident of Califoraia Tong

EENORA FORSTER.

before the American conguest. It was so long before
that he had wellnigh forgotten his English, and had to
learn it over again when the Amecricans arvived. The
Sefiora, a sister of Governor Pio Pico, never learned it
at all, any more than her conscrvative brother.

Don Juan’s estate, the Santa Margarita Ranch, com-
prised an area of twenty-seven miles by fonrteen, or one
hundred and forty-five thousand acres of land, There
was one fence seventeen miles in length, and another
ten. The owner had made two distinet efforts to col-
onize a portion of his land, witheut great snccess. e
had offered in London to give forty acres and the use of
three cows and two horses to whocver wonld punt upon

e
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the Jand improvements, in the shupe of houses, vineyards,
cte., to the amount of $L000.

The Santa Margarita ranch-house is of adobe, vory
thick-walled, with a terrace in front, and an interior
court. The waiting at table was by a broad-faced In-
dian womnaa in calico. All the domestic service was per-
formed by mission Indians, except the caoking, {fer which
a Chinamah had lately been sccured, with the view of
having meals on time. The mauner of living on these
great places was fonnd comfortable, but withont the
“princely” features attributed to it in some of the highly
coloréd narratives of former travellers.

The greater part of the available land 1u the scction
was devoted to pasturc. The cereals were cultivated, but
not mueli fruit.  DBarley is the favorite cereal, as less lia-
ble to “rnst” and spoil than wheat. Ilay is made, not of
grass, but of wheat and barley straw, cut green, with the
milk still in it. Bee-culture is an important industry., A
nnmber of varieties of wild- sage, wild buckwheat anid
sumac, furnish the bees exeeptionally good provender.
Rows of the square hives, painted in colors, were often
seen distrieted into little streets on the hill-side, or al
the mouth of some smail eafion, like a miniature city.

Before reaching :Don Juan Forster’s the old mission of
San Luis Rey 1s encounterced, in the hamlet of the same
name. 1t is almost Venotian in aspect. The whole ex-
terior was at anc tiwme faced with a diagonal pattern re-
calling that of the Ducal Palace. The pile was ruined
by & Mormon contingent of the American forees engaged
in the conquest of the State. Parts of the heavy adobe
walls and buttresses have fallen in, and resolved them-
selves Dack into their original element as mere earth-
heaps. The images liave been shot and hacked down,
and a yawning cavern was excavated behind the main

k.
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altar in search of fancied treasnre, Upon a floor strewn
with snch débrie and with fragments of red tiles the day-
light falls curiously, through heles in the broken roof
and dowmne.

RAN TIUIE REY.

The railroad traverses some striking natnral seenery.
Most notable is the Temecula Cafion, a gorge of a wild
and grand description, ten miles in Iength, throngh the
Coast Range. A brawling stream runs down its centre.
The gorge was filled with a busy foree, as we passed, ter-
racing up the track along its sides, sometimes on the
natural rock, sometimes on a eyclopean retaining-wall of
immense bowlders. Toward cvening cvery day the firing
of heavy blasts reverberated up the defile like a cannou-
ade. The wmain part of the laboring foree consisted of
Chinawen.  They had utilized the shelving ledges and
random nooks by the strenm for their tents and cooking-
avens with great ingennity. The Mexicans and Indians,
who formed the contingent next in importance, were in
every way less provident. The surveyors were found
pleasant and hospitable fcllows, as surveyora at the scene
of their lahors arc apt to be. Compactness and conveni-

a0
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ence had been veduced to the lowest terms, but & pleasant
existence scemed possible in their small tents. A Chi.
nese cool was attached to each camp, and the provisions
and farc wero exeellent.

While comivg up in the construction-train over the
- geetion of alrcady completed road we had the distine-
tion of being waited on by a scrvant of rather uncoin-
mon pretensions. This was a certain “Charley,” a shock-

A TICHBORNLE CLAIMAMNT.

headed boy of fourteen, son of a later Tiehborne elaim-
ant, whe had strangely arisen at San Diego just then,
and announced his purpose of again contesting the title.

et et e A
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Though scrving v a menial capacity~~while his father,
who claimed to have good and sufficient reason for hav-
ing kept quict till now, was taking tho necessary steps to
geeure the long-lost title and fortnme—* Charley ” was
deaf to all banter on the subjeet. IJe was supercilious
and firm in the faith that he too was a Tichborne.

“ And don’t you forget it,” he threw out to us by way
of a parting injunetion,

Qut of the cafion, at tlie van of the construetion work,
we were on the Temccula Plaing, a part of the Upper
Santa Ana Valley. The course of the road was marked
henceforth only by an oceasional surveyor's stake. We
rode over fifty miles of absolutely treeless, verdurcless
desert. It was desert, however, with a certain fascina-
tion in its sterility. It had a distinet beauty of coloring.
The brown, drab, and Dblackish waste, catching sparkles
of light on its flinty surface, shimmered in the sunshine.
The heat was tempered by a gentle breeze. Crags of
hlack, water-worn rock, which had onece been reefs in
an inland sea, rese in bold, fantastic shapes, and noble
mountain ranges stood up aleng the distant horizons,
their rogged harshness softened into blues and purples
by a delicious veiling atmosphere. _

Half-way across we fell in with a single sign of human
life, in the shape of an abandened pine shanty. On go-
ing around fo the rear the boards were found to have
been knocked off, probably to be used for fuel. Some
former travellers, halting lere like ourselves, had ocen-
pied a part of their leisure witly writing inscriptions in
lead-pencil.  One had written a direction about drink-
able water in the necighborhoed. Anecther, apparently
finding this crroncouns, had inseribed below it, with much
mcre vigor than regard for adopted usages in spelling,
€ IJ)'OI‘! !” ) .
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The sole piece of furniture remaining was a rusted
cooking-slove, standing on three legs. It had a certain
almost diabolic, knowing air. You suepeeted it of hav-
ing lost its other leg in waltzing about and holding high
carnival, as no doubt it did, with the coyotcs, gophers,
tarantulas, and lizards who dropped in to pay it visits.

il
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ACROSS ARIZONA.

I

Tr there be anything politically disrnpting in mere to-
pography, the section cut off by the range below the Los
Angeles and Riverside conntry should also be made a
separnte State. 1t should clumor at any rate to be joined
to Arizona, since it is Arizona that'it {ollows in climate,
and not California. Sonth-cast of the low San Gorgonio
Pass the seasons are the same ad those of Mexico; that is
to say, the rains fall in suinmer, while northward they fall
in the winter and spring. Thander-storms on each side
of the mountains muy be plainly visible from the other,
but do not pass the hmit. ‘ :

I myscl saw, from the Arizona side, in Deeember, in
hot, clear sunshine at the time, murky clonds billowing
above the range, und the lighinings playing in them, and,
on returning to Los Angeles, found it drenched ‘in its
first showers of the season, .

" There is one cxecellent roason why the inhabitants of-
the section do not raise such a clamor, which ig, that there
are 1o inhabitants worth mentioning. Ior a hundred
and fifty miles, from the pass, to the Arizona frontier at
Yuma, the railroad hardly knews any local traflic. Its
route is over the celebrated “ Colorado Desert,” in com-
parison with which previons deserts are of small impor-
tance. There arc varions stopping-places, with designa-



470 OLD MEXICO AND HER LOST PROVINCES

tions on the map, but these are ravely more than signal-
stations where the locomotive, like the passengors, stops
to slake its thirst at a series of artesian wells,
The plain is not of great extent laterally. Dlack and
purplish mountains are always in sight, and spurs cross
the track. Bowlders and pebbles are seattered thickly on
the surface at first, among patches of bunch-grass. Theu,
near Seven Palms, the jaws of the black and purple monu-
tains open and receive us into the genuine desert. It is
strewn with bowlders still, but is itsclf & waste of dvifting
wliite sand, with large dunes aud hills of sand.  One might
be riding on the shores of Coney Island or Long Branch.
- A singular depression below the level of the sea for a
hundred miles, and at ifs lowest point uearly thwee hun-
dred feet, is traversed. At Dos Palmas, in the very bat-
. tom of it, a board shanty, covered with signs in amateur-
ish Iettering, indicating that it is a saloon, stands entirely
alone, Saurely the bar-keeper mmust consame his own
drinks, and lead an existence unprecedented among his
kind. Noj; a horserman in Mexiean accoutrements dash-
es across the plain—though where he should dash from,
and how he should ride anything, here in the bottom of
the sea, but the skeletou, say, of a dolphin or a sea-liorse,
is a mystery—pulls np, and enters.
And it appears, on a better acquaintance with Dos
Palmas, that a stage starts every other day for points
ou the Colorado River, and Prescott, the capital of Ari-
zous Territory, and that this ig but a faint survival of
bustle which once reigned here before the advent of the
ratlvoad. The route of the Southern Overland Mail then
came this way, and long traing of immigrant and freight
wagons, carrying water in casks for two and three days’
supply, were passing continunally over these wastes.
Nothing, on geueral principles, would appear morc de-

|
i
!
1



s et s

Py e

ACOROSS ARIZONA. T 471

prossing than such a country, but as a matter-of-fact it is
a stimulus to the curiosity, and furnishes real entertain-
meut. Ome would not wish to be abandoned there with-
out resources, it is true, but lie does not tire of looking
at it Trom the car-window. Its blazing dryncss is dis-
infeetant and preservative. There can never: exist the
last extremue of sadness where the element of decay by
damap and monld is not present. Chemieal processcs
are those which ave principally going on. Wonders of
altmost any sort may be expected, and you almost look
for phautams not of earth among the shifting mirages.

A considerable part of Arizona, as well, is of the sama
character, but it is estimated by competent authority that
with irrigation thirty-seven per cent. of that Territory can
be redeemed for agriculture, and sixty per cent. 28 pastur-
age. It will be called to wind that even the apparently
hopeless Colorado Desert, which is below the level of the
gen, is also below the level of the Colorado River, from
which water miglit perhaps be spread over it with com-
parative easc. '

The truly patriotic Arizonian in their neighborbood
is nof ashamed of his cncompassing deserts, but rather
proud of them, and with a certain reason. The desert is
in reality a laboratory of useful produects.. ’aper is made
from the yucea, or Spanish-bayonet, which abounds in
parts of it. There ave tracts of salt, borax, gypsum, sul-
phur, asbestos, aud kaolin, and quarries of pumicé-stone,
only waiting shipment. It is maintained, also, that it
has deposits of the same precious tnetals wlnch, mined
in places where water is more accesmblc have glven the
Territory most of its present fame. :

Our train rans ont upon a long wooden drawbridge,
across the Colorado River, and we arrive at Yuma. The
company has placed here the first of its series of hotels -
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of uniform pattern. It is both station and Lotel. Such
provision on an equal scalé of comfort would hardly have
- been judicious yet as an investment for private persons.
These structures therefore become not only a typical
featare of the scenery, but an indieation of the extent to
which the railroad hds had to, aud has been able to, by
reagon of it ample resonrces, take this bare new country
into its own hands. They are of the nsual reddish-brown,
two stories in height, and surrcunded by piazzas of gener-
ous width-—an indispensable adjnnet under the dazzling
light and heat ‘of the éountry.

1L,

The heat of Yumwa is proverbial. The thermometer
ranges up to 127° in the shade. There is an old story
of a soldier who died at the fort and went to the place
which Bob Ingersoll says docs not exist, and, finding it
chilly there by comparison, sent back after his blankets.

Great heat, nevertheless, is not equally forinidable
everywhere. It is well attcafed that there is no sun-
stroke hore, and no such suffering as from a much low-
er temperatwre in moister elimates. = Distinet sanitary
properties are even claimed for this well-baked air. So
near the sealevel, it is said to be less rarefied, and to
comprise, therefore, a greater quantity of oxygen to a
given bulk, than that of mountain districts, whieh, in pur-
ity and dryness, it resembles. It is thought to be beneli-
citl in lung troubles. Yuma, among its arid sand-hills, has
aspirations to be a sanitarinm, Civilized people also may
yet resort there to engage in a sensible sun-worship, bask-
ing in the genial heat, and then plunging into the river,
after the fashion of the resident Indians, who make of it
in this way a kind ol natoral Tarkish bath.
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A transition state may have disadvantages, even when
a step toward soracthing better. Ywma has now ifs rail-
road, and 18 to have a shipping-port of its own, by the
construction of another to Port Ysabel, on the Gulf of
California. Still, it laents a greater sctivity it once en-
joyed, as chiel distributing point for the mines and upper
river towns. Tt expeets the Port Ysabel Railroad to have
the offect of doubling its population in two yeara. It will
not be a very stupendous population cven then, as it is
but fftecn hundred at present.

The town is a collection of inferior adobe hauses, a few
of the very best being altered from the natural mud-color
by a coating of whitewash. The ordinary part of it re-
seinbles more the poor tropical hamlets on the frail to
Acapnizo than even the ordinary viliages of Mexico.
The houses cousist of a framework of cottonwood or
ocotilla wattles, plastered with wmud inside and out,
making a wall two or three inches thick. The roof is
thatehied, the floor is the bare ground. Around them
are generally high palisades of ocotilla sticks, and corrals
of the same adjoining. '

The waiters in a Yuma hotel are of a highly miscella-
neous characier.. Yon are served, in the same dining-
room, by Mexicans, Chinamen, Irish, Amerigans, and a
tame Apache Indian. One and all had a certain as-
tounded air, ending in something like confirmed depres-
gion, on finding that we were to remain, wounld dine at vur
leisure, and did not wish to have the dishes shot at vs asg
if out of a catapult, after the practice with the ordinary
traveller pausing here his allotbed half-honr, One does

not expect too much of his waiter in Arizona, however. -

There are reported instances in which he makes you eat
your steak with his hand on his pistel - pocket, and the
threat of wearing it out on you if you object.

3 l{ii p’fii
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The Colorado at Yuma makes about the same itpres-
sion as to width as the Sacramento at Sacramento, the
Obio at Pittsburg, or the Connecticat at ITartford. It
iz a turbulent ycllow stream. It cuts into higlh sand
blafls on the Arizonn side, and spreads out their contents
in wide bars on the Culifornia side. It is without wharves:
The light - draught, high -decked steamboats, ot barges,
that ply up and down its intermninable reaches tio up
when necessary to the banks.

Mountains of a jagged, cccentric formation follow its
general course northward. Deaks impressively counter-
feiting human work, Castle Dome, Chimney Peaks, Pi-
cacho, and Cargo Muchacho, loom np along the horizon,
s fitting prelude to the marvels of Arizona.

Tt was at the close of an Indian war that this visit was
made. It had been said, in rumors much exaggerated,
that the whole white civilization of the Territory was in
danger by the outbreak, and troops—but now on their
retnrn—had been hurried thither from all sides. The
first view of Indians, therefure, at Yuma was of a dosble
interest. They were not Apaches, it is true, but a
subsequent acquaintance with the general field proved
them to be even move picturesque. They afe of that
highly satisfactory style of savages who Wea;r but little
clothing, and nove of it European. They are to be seen
in numbers about the mr}way station by the most casual
passcuger. The railroad is still new to thom, and they
have not satiated their curiosity, They bring friends
from & distance to sec it, and are obscrved deseribing to
these visitors how the drawbridge swingd; and how the
cars are switched frow one track to another:

They are wet with coming across this bridge from the
pateh of river-bottotn near the fort on the California side,
where their prineipal settlement is.  The young tnen run
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ot stride at great speed, so as to throw out behind them a
long red sash or band, depending {vom the breech-cloth,
which is, in smmmer, the prinecipal part of their attire.
To this is added, in winter, a closeitting gray or erim-
son undershirt. They wear their thick, coal-black hair
“banged ” low on their forcheads, and bushy about their
necks,” The offect at a little distance is not unlike that of

PASQITAL, UMEER OF TITE YIIMAS.

the Florentine period, when the young gallants wore jer-
king and trunk hose fitting them like their sking, and just
such bushy locks, which they crowned, however, instead
of going bare-headed, with jaunty velvet caps.

The fort is without guns, othor than a howitzer for fir-
ing salntes, and has no sirength, as it no longer needs to
have, except [rom its position on a commanding bluff.
The wilitary policy of the government now is to station
its troops along a railroad or other easy line of communi-
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cation, where they can be quickly massed for mutual sup-
port. All the Arizona posts, such as Camp Lowell, with
its grassy paradc and fine avenue of cottonwoods; Camp
Grant, on its table-land; and Camp Apache, at the june-
tion of two charming trout streams, in the White River
Cafion; and the others, have only this strategic inipor-
tance, and no intringic strength.  The barracks at Yuma
consist of a serics of comfortable, Targe, adobe houses, plas-
tered, and painted green, around an oblong plaza.  They
have in front a peeuliar sercen-work of green -blinds,
which shuts out the glare arising [rom the yellow ground,
and makes both a cool promenade and comfortable sleep-
ing apartments for the smmmer.

The ehief of the Yumas, on whose settlement the fort
looks down, ehooses ltis sub-chiefs, but is hiwnself appointed
by the military commmandant. The last investiture was
made as long ago as 1852, by Gencral, then Major, Heintz-
clman, Tle conferred it upon the now wrinkled and de-
crepit Pasqual, described at the time as “a tall, fine-Jlook-
‘ing man, of an agrecable disposition.”

Pasqual’s people cultivate little patehes of vegetables
and bay in the river-bottom, fertilized by the annual
overflow. Their prineipal sustenance, however, is the
swect bean of the mesquit-tree. This they pound, in
mortars, into a kind of flour. Sowetimes, when on the
move, the Indians float their hay acvoss the river on rafts,
which they push before them, swimming. They propel
the small children in the same way, placing them in their
large, Egyptian-looking oflas, or water-jars.

The crop of mesquit beans was so large one year as to
be beyond their unaided capacity to consume, and they
hospitably invited in their friends, the Pimnas, to aid them.
Old Pasqual describes with graphic gestures how hag-
gard and lank were these visitors on their arrival, and

ek e
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what an mnctuous corpulence they had attained in the
ond, when, after nearly eating their hosts ot of house
and home, they were only got rid of at last by Torce.: '

I11.

Few things are more curious at this time of day than
to look back at the old maps of our Western poesessions
previous to the annexation of Texas. Texas was not then
owrs ; nor were a covsiderable part of Indian Territory,
Kansas, half of Colorado, all of Utah, Nevada, Califor-
nia, Arizona, and New Mexico. All of this belonged

~ to our sister republic of Mexico, which, ag I have said,

was within an ace as large.-ns ourselves, and, oxcept for
its intornal dissensions, conld by no means be considered
& puny ant.ngomst )

An impressive vagueness attended tho delineation of
most things west of the Mississippi. - There were great
tracts bardly more kuown than the centre of ~Africa.
The upper regions of Moxico were distinguished ds In-
terna; New Mexico and Arizona were simply Apacherid
—Apache Land. Our frontier ran along the lins of the
Sabine River to the Red, from the Red to the Arkansas,
and from the Arkansas, on the 49d Parallel of latitude,
straight west to the Pacific Ocean. By the 'peace of
Guadalupe Hidalgo our frontier becaie the Rio Grande
and Gila instead, ‘nd the lino had dropped from Paralld
40° to Paraliel 32°, .

I have called this territory hmetofo: e, by way of flgme
of speech, an Alsace-Lorraine of Mexico, thongh it ia not
probable, vacant as it was, and Americanized #s'it nnw is,
that a scrious grudge is still borne us for it, or that thete
will ever be momentous wars for its recovery., Ilow-
over this may le, it has been the making of us. We
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should be in but sorry shape indeed had we to go back
to the limits of the thirtcen original Dritish Colonies,
or even to these with Florida, purchased [roin the Span-
iards, and Louisiana, pnrehased from the French, added.
The Mexican acquisition gave uws one-third of our do-
main—that which is now mest open lo the leeming mill-
ious of Europe and that which avails us our repute for
cssential Americanism abroad. It gave us the ficld of
the DBret Harte school in literabure, owr chicf marvels
and wonders, onr mincs of the precious metals, and the
command of the Paeific Ocean,

" The lower belt of Arizona was not even comprised in
this. An area of 460 miles by 130, below the Gila River,
wag not obtained till “the Gadsden Purchase,” in 1853,
By the payment of the sum of $10,000,000 under this
treaty we obtained a number of decided advantages.
We reetified onr boundary line, confused through the in-
accuracy of the map of one Dwinelle, on wlich it was
based.” We got rid of an embarrassing engagement, of
the treaty of Guadalupe ITidalgo, to protect the Mexican
frontier from Apaches—Ileaving them to regulate this ser-
vice for themselves, We secured the right of way for a
railroad across the Isthwmuos of Tehuantepee, which was
thought desirable for speedicr communication with our
new possessions of Califorpia.

But above all we acquired, in the easy levels below
the Gila, the natural ronte for a Southern Pacific trans-
continental railway. The files of the Congressional
Globe of that -date are full of the neeessity of binding
our Pacific acquisitions sceurcly to the rest of the coun-
try, and the most effectual of all the means proposed was
considered to be a transcontinental railway.

Well, we are bowling at last along that now actual-
ly constructed Sounthern Pacific Railroad, once discussed
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in musty debates of the Congressional Glode. It increases
our respeck for predecessors to whom we may not have
given any great counsideration herctofore to find how
sagacious they were. We reach Stanwix, with its lava
beds; Painted Reck, naned from hiuge, mysterious]y-dec-
orated bowlders; Casa Grande, from its architectural
rmions of the Toltees ;) and Tueson.

Adopting the policy of Ieaving Tueson to be examined
on the return; let ug pnsh on to the extreme end of the
Territory—to the ceeentrically-named Tombstone.  Ben-
son, the poiut of departure, from the railvoad, for Totnb-
stone, is 1024 iles from San I'rancisco, and probably
2500 from New York.
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N XI.
TOMBSTONE.

I

Tomnrsrons s the very latest and livelicst of those
mushroom civilizations which so often gather avound a
“find ” of the precious metals. They live at a headlong
pace; draw to them wild and lawless spirits ; confer great
fortunes here, the grave of the drmnkard, the suicide, or
the victim of violence elsewhere. A scliool of literature,
with Bret Tlarte as its exponoent, has arisen to eclebrate
their doings. At the present rate of advance of popu-
lation and conventional nsages weslward they wust short-
ty disappear as effectually as the dodo of tradition. While
things go well with them the prices of commaodities are
hardly considered. Nobody haggles. The most expen-
sive of cverything is what is most wanted.

“ Diamonds—two-hundred-dollar watches and chaing—
Lord! we couldn’t hand ’em out fast enough,” says an
ex-jeweller, deseribing liis experience at one of the eamps
in its palmy ddys. “Champagne wasn’t good enongh
for me then,” says a secdy custoner, vecalling his doings
after the discovery and sale of a rich mine. Ie sighed
for n repetition of the cvent, not to make provision for
his old age, which sadly needed it, but that he might
have “one more glorions spree ™ hefare he died.

Oftentimes this rush of life departs as quickly as it
came. Some fine day the “lead ” is exlansted, there is
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found to be no more treasire in the nmines. The hetero-
geuecons clements scatter, and the fown, be it never so
well built, is left as desolate as Tadmor of the Wilder-
ness.  In a cerfain Nevada mining town, which onee
numbercd some thousands of inhabitants, Indians dre
living in rows of good brick honses, having adapted
them to their peculiar couditions by taking opt doors
and windows and knocking holes in the roof.

A six-horse Coneord coach carried us, not too specdily,
over the tweniy-five miles of dusty road to Tombstone.
It was called the “Grand Contral,” aftor ono of the
prosperous silver mines of the place. A rival line was
named the “Sandy Bob,” from its proprictor; who pre-
ferred to bo liimsclf thus Jknown, instead of by a conven-
tional family appellation such as anybody might bave.
We should certainly have taken the “Sandy Bob Line”
for its greater suggestiveness, except that it seemed fo be
coming down when we wanted to go up, and always com-
ing up when we wanted to go down.,

Our own proved to have plenty of suggestiveness too.
A guard got up with a Wincliester rifle, and posted him-
sclf by the Wells-Fargo Ispress Lox, and the driver be- .
gan almost at once to relate robber stories. Ilis stage
had been stopped and “gone throngh” twice within the
past 8ix months. The affair had been enlivened on the
one occasion by a runaway and turnover, ahd on the
other by the shooting and killing of the driver; Of this
last item his suceessor spoke with a nataral disgust. If
the line conld not be drawn at drivers, hé said, things
had indeed come to a pretty pase. Ile respected » man
who taok to the road and robbed those who conld afford
it. At least, ho considered it more honorable than bor-
rowing money of a friend which you knew jou could
never repay, or than gobbling up the cainings of the
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poor, like & large
firm  lately sns-
pended in Pima
_ County. Dot as
t‘zf . to shooti.ng & driy-
I eryeven in mistake
for somebody else,
lie had no words to
express liis sense of

its meanness.
e threw stones
DISTANT VIEW OF TOMBSIONE, at his llOl‘SOS, as in
_ Mexico, that is, at
the leaders, beyond the reach of his long lash. The
sane stone was made to “carom ” from one to the other,
such was his skill, and startle them both. Long string-
teams of mules or Texas steers, sixteen to a feam, with
ore-wagons, were met with along the road. Mexicun-
looking drivers tradged beside them in the deep, yellow
dust, cracking their animals lustily with huge “ black-
snakes.” Mesqnit—bushes, aud long grass dried to hay
—not as good as it looked—covered portions of the

surface; the rest was bare and stony.

We rode for a certain distance beside the bl‘mch rail-
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road in course of construeiion between Benson and Tomb-
stone. A series of Jateral valleys along the tributaries of
the Gila, nareh and south, as the Santa Cruz, Salt River,
San Carlos, San Pedro, and San Simon Valleys, afford ex-
cetlent stock ranges, promise of a flourishing agriculture,
and easy routes for tributary railways. They have already
begnn to be utilized. The San Pedro has the Southern
Pacific branch above mentioned, and the Santa Cruz will
have the Arizona Southern, connecting the centre of the
Territory at Jlorence, on the Atlantic and Picific, with
Mexico at Calabasas. The transcontinental road — or
roads, when the Atlantic and Pacific shall have been
built—will draw through thesc tributary valleys, as the
Gila draws its waters, a trade frem Northern Mextco,

‘where mining enterprises in particular, in the hands of

Americans, are making great headway.

The route began to be very mnch ap-hill. We changed
horses and lunched at Contention City, Oue mnaturally
expected 2 certain belligerency in snch a place, but none
appearcd ou the sarface doring our stay. There were
plenty of saloons—the “Dew-drop,” the “Ileadlight,”
and others—and at the door of one of them a Spanish
scfiorita smoked u cigaretic and showed her white teeth.

Contentiou City is the seat of stamp-mills for erushing
ore, which is brought to it from Tombstone. The-latter
place is without an efficient water-power. The stamps
arc rows of heavy beams, which drop wpan the mineral,
on the mortar and pestle plan, with a continuouns dull
roar, by night as well as day. :

“ That’s the music I like to hear,” said our driver, gath-
cring up his reins, “ponndin’ out the gold and silver.
There ain’t no brass bands ekils it.” o

The route grow steeper yet. On the few wayside
fences that exist were painted flaring ahnouncements, as.
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“Go To DBangley and Schiagenstein’s At Tombstone,
They Are The Bosses, You Bet.”

Then over the edge of bare hills appoarod Tombstone
itself, a large, civcnlar watertank, big enough for a fort,
painted with advertisements, the most conspicuous object
in the foreground.

II.

At the Leginning of the year 1878 there was not so
muel as a tent at Tombstone. One “1d” Schieflelin
and his brother started thither prospeeting, It was snp-
posed to be an adventure full of dangers. At the Banta
Rita silver mines, in the Santa Cruz Valley, for instance,
nothing like so far away, three superintendonts had been
murdered by Indians in rapid snceession.

Iis friends therefore said to Jd, “ Better take your
coflin with you; you will find your tombstone there, and
nothing else.”

But Ed Schieffelin—a young man yet, who has not
discarded a picturesque way of dressing of which he was
fond, nor greaily altered lis habits otherwise— found in-
stead the Tough Nut and Contention Mines. Ile made a
great fortune out of them, and was so pleased at the dif-
ference between the prediction and the result that lie
gave the namne of Tombstone to the town itself,

One of two well-printed daily papers has assumed the
corresponding title of the Zpitaph. The unreliability of
epitaphs—if the remark may be safely ventured even at
this distance—is proverbial. Nevertheless, they may oc-
cagionally tell the truth. I'rom appearances it would
seem that. this was one of the oceasions. Almost any
eulogy of its subject by the Zpitaph would seem justi-
fied. The eity, but two years old at this date, had at-
tained to a population of 2000, and a property valmation,

b
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apart from that of the mines, of $1,050,080. A desirable
lot of 30 by 80 fect, on Allen Street, between Tourth
and Sixth—sueh was the businosslike nomenclature used
alveady in this settlement of yesterday—wus worth $6000.

YED ™ HCNIMFFRLIN.

A shanty thal cost $50 to baild rented for $15 a m'_(mth:
-~ A nnclens of many blocks ab the centre consisted of snb-’
stantial, largesized Dbuildingg, hotels, banks—Sehieffclin
Hall, for meetings and amusetnents—and stores stocked
with goods of more than the average excellence in many
vlder and larger towns.
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The mining claims ran under thic city itself. Irom
the roof of the Grand ITotel you look down at the shafts,
hoist-works, and heaps of extracted ore of the Vizing, the
Gtilded Age (close to the Dalace Ieodging -honsc), the
Mountain Maid, and other mincs, opening strangely in
the very midst of the buildings. This circmnstance has
given rise to disputes of ownership, so that whoever
wonld bLe safe purchases all the eonflicting titles, both
above gronnd and below. On a commauding hill clese
by, to the southward, are the Tough Nut and Conten-
tion, and above them many others later discovered.  The
_larger mines had extensive buildings, of wood, and in
handsome draughting and assay rooms within were rog-
nlarly educated scientists, ex-college professors and the
like, in charge. The lesser mines put up in the begin-
ning with commoner sheds and poorer appliances of
every kind. Abont thewn all lie leaps of a blackish
material, resembling inferior coal and slate, the silver
ore in its wmative condition. A laborer above-ground
eatned $3.50, and below-ground $4, for a « shift” of
eight hours, and the work went on night and day, Sun-
days and all.

I leave to others to estimate the bulk of treasure in the
place. I was told that it was “the biggest thing since
the Comstock,” and there were flovty million dollars in
sight. I was offered, daily, fractional intcrests in mines,
now by a yonng surveyor who was going to be married
and needed money for his wedding outfit ; now by new
friends who were straitened for assessment funds to
carry out the provisions of the law; and again by others
who wonld kindly make any sacrifice for the pleasare of
associating a traveller from a distance with the interests of
the place; and yet it will be well for the novice to be wary
of tliese seductive openings at Tombstone, as clsewhere.
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This 1 know, however, Uhat I descended: fodr hundred
feet or so into the Contention BMine, and found great
chambers hollowed out, from which mineral had been
taken, showing a generous width in the vein. The
yield, from its discovery np to March, 1881, had been
$2,000,000. The Tough Nut, with the Lucky Cuss,
Good Euough, Owls Nost, and Owl’s Last Hoot—
the racy vernacolar of their names will be observed—
had yielded $1,000,000.

The outskirts of Tombstone consisted still of huts and
tents. A burly miner could be seen stretehed upon his
eot in a windowless cabin, barcly large enough to contain
him. ‘There were some tents provided with wooden doors
and adobe chimneys. New as it was, the business por-
tion of the place had been once swept out of existence
by a devastating fire, which originated from a character-
istic ineident—the cxplosion of a whiskey-barrel in the
Oriental Saloon. Within fourteen days all wag rebuilt
far better than before.

T took the paing to count the number of establishments
in a single short block of Allen Street at which intox-
ieating liquors were sold. There were the bar-rooms
of two hotels, the Eagle Brewery, the Cancan Chop-
house, the Trench Réfisserie, the' Alllambra, Maison
Doré, City of Daris, Brown’s Saloon, Fashion Saloon,
Miners’ Ifome, Kelly’s Wine-house, the Grotto, the
"Pivoli, and two saloons apparcatly unnamed. At these
places gambling also went on without lct or hinderance.
The absence of savings-banks or other opportunity for
depositing money, in these wild cowinunities, and the
temptation arising from having it always under the eye, -
ne doubt has something to do with the general passion
for gambling. Whiskey and cold lead are named as
the leadlng diseascs at Tombstone. What with the

21%
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leisure that seems to prevail, the constant drinking and
gambling at the salovus, and the universal praclice of
carrying deadly weapong, there is bt one source of
astonishment, and that s that the cold-lead discase
should claim so few victims. Casualties ace, after all,
infrequent, considering the amount of vaperish talk in-
dulged in, and the imminent risks that are run. The
small cemetery, over toward Contention Ilill, so far from
being glutted with the slanghtered, is still comparatively
virgin ground.

111,

A farther element in addition to that of the miners is
te be ciled a8 having a good deal to do with the exeep-
tional liveliness of Tombstone—the ¥ Cow-boys.”

The terim cow-boy, onee applicd to all those in the cat-
tle business indiseritinately, while still including some
lionest. persons, has been narrowed down to be chiefly
a term of renroach for a class of stealers of ecattle, over
the Mexican froutier, and elsewhere, who are a terror in
their day and generation. ITxceptional desperadoes of
this class, such as “ Billy the Kid,” “Curly Bill,” and
“ [nssian George,” have becn the scourges of  whole
districts in Coloiado, New Mexico, and Arizona, and
have had their memorics embalined in yellow-covered
literature. '

I bought on the train, on leaving, a pamphlet purport-
ing to be an account of the exploits of Billy the Kid.
He had committed, it appeared, at least a seore of horrid
murders, but “so many cities have claimed the honor of
giving him birth,” said my pamphiet, “that it is difficnlt
to locate with any accuracy the locality whete he passed
his youth.” It was finally deterinined, however, in favor
of New York. It was on the Bowery,” said the author,

Pt "y o
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whose idcas of morality were peculiur even for 4 sonsa-
tionalist, © that his mates lcarned to love him for his dar-
ing and prowess, and delighted to refer to him as Billy
the IKid.”

This prowising lilc was cut off at the early age .of
twenty-two. “Curly Bill,” also died young, and so did
“ Man-killer Johnson.,” I remarked upon this pecnliar-
ity, of their yonth, to & philesopher of the region itself.

“Yes,” he satd, “ithey don’t secem to live to be very
old; that's s0.”

'111(, recipe for n long life in this conntry was described
as being very quick and getting “the drop” on an antag-
onist; that is to say, being ready to shoot first. Unless
this can be done, it is the custom even to put up with
some ignowmiuious abuse at the time, and await a more
favorable opportunity.

The cow-boys frequenting Tombstone were gcnerally
from the ranches in the San Pedro and San Simon
valleys. There were said ta be strongholds in the San
Simon Valley where they concealed stolen cattle until
re-branded and sent to market, and where no officer of
the law cver dared to venture. They looked upon the
running off of stock fromn Mexico, as far as that was
concerned, only as a morc dashing form of smuggling,

though it was marked by frequent bloody tragedies on
both sides.

Not to fix upen all the misdecds of but a fow, no
doubt there were on the strects of Tombstone plenty of
* cow-boys of a legitimate sort, whose only faults wera
oceasional boistereusness and too free lavishing of their
money. There appeared to be something af a standing
feud between the miners and the cow-boys, and there was
besides a faction of “town cow-boys” organized against
the “ country cow-boys.”
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The leading cattle-men had a Soathern eut and aceent,
and hailed originally from Missouri or Texas. Some ap-
peared in full black broadeloth, accowpaniced by the usual
wide sombrero. The landlord of onr hotel deseribed
them as “porfect gentlemen,” some of them good at the
bat for as high as $20 or §25 aay.

The great object in life of the various factions, or of
individuals whe arose from time to time in scarch of
notoricty, was to “run the town” This consisted large-
Iy in the privilege of Linstering in the saloons, whooping
and firing oeeasional pistol-shots, if thought good, in the
streets, and having a wmoderate seenrity from arrest, iu-
spired by dread of their prowess.

This was neceessarily a very insecure predminence.
New aspirants and rebels were continually piqued iuto
appearing against it whenever it seemed fairly attained.
Our visit happened upon the heels of a conflict making
the most tragic page yet written in the annals of Tomb-
stone. Opinions scemed dividod abont it—even official
opinions. The sheriff extended his sympathy to one
side, the city marshal, who was, in fact, its leader, to the
othor.

- City Marshal Earp, with his two brothers, and onc
“Doc Holtiday,” a gambler, had coine down the strect,

armed with rifles, and opened fire on two Clanton brotl-

ers and two McLowry brothers. The latter party had
been practically first disarmed by the sherifl, who [leared
such a meeting, and meant to disarm the others as well.
Three of the assailed men fell, and died. “Ike” Clan-
ton alone eseaped.

The slayers weve imprisoned, but released on bail,
The Grand Jury was noew in session, hearing evidence
in the case. It was yrumored that the town party—the
Earps—would command s sufficient personal influence
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to go free of indictment. The cow-boys were flocking
into town to await the result, and on a certain quict
Sunday wore an ominouns look. It was said that, should
justice fail to be done them, the resolutelooking men
conforring togother darkly at the edges of the sidewalk
would take the matter into their own hands. “The jury,
T have since learned, did not find an indictment, and the
remaining partics to the affair, with many others, T be- .
lieve, have since died with their boots on in the samne
cause. If anything conld recoucile us to the untimely
taking-off of these palading, it would bo partly their own
contemptuous indifference to it. '

1t would scem that we ought to have at least half a
dozen lives apicee, to account for sueh an indifference,
but to be ready to toss away the only one on any and
every pretext or no pretext is not at all so intelligible.
Tt is eertainly not the desperation of poverty by which
it is oceasioned. Many of them are in very good cir-
cumstances. The younger McLowry, a boy uuder twen-
ty, had $3000 in his pocket, the proceeds of a eale of
cattle, the day he fell.

The elder Clanton had played cards most of the night .
before with two of his deadly enemies, both. parties keep-
ing a hand on their pistols meanwhile. When ¢ Billy ”
Clanton, a boy, like MeLowry, lay prone on the ground
in the fight, dying of his mortal wound, he still managed
to get out a pistol, steadied it on a shattered arm, and
fived onee more at “Doc Tolliday,” saying,

“T’Il get onc of you, any way.” _

“You are a daisy if you do,” replied Doc Holliday,
continuing to advance as coolly as if at target practice,
and emptying another barrel of his own into him.

And the last words of Billy Clanton, in the Nibclungen-
like contest—which T am qnite aware will not-be gnoted,
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1
A TOMNUSTONE SMAERIFF AND CONSTITDENTS.

in school-readers, with those of Lawrence, Nelson, and
Montealm, since there was no sense ak all in this fren-
zied display of pluck and tenacity —were: “For God’s
sake more cartridges !”

_Meantime the whisties of the mining works were shrick-
ing notes of alarm, the miners pouring forth from un-
derground, and the reputable citizens, who wight have
exclaimed, “A plague o both yonr houses!” arming
themselves in hot haste, and coming to their doors, to
prevent the spread of general anarchy.
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There is a grimly humorous element in it all. It
seeng such an excellent joke to idly snuff out the most
precions of hmnan possessions. A cow-boy shoots a tum-
bler {from the hand of another, just raised to his lips, say-
ing, “When you drink with me I will teach you to take
whiskey plain, and no mixtures.”

A group of others sit arownd in a saloon where lies
a fresh-made corpse.  An officer of the law eunters, and
gays, “ Who claims this man > whereupon all jump to
their feet to dispute the honor.

There is a large supply of these amusing stories. To
kill your man seems a way of winning your spurs, as it
were, and cstablishing yoursclf on a proper footing in the
community. Ilven the defanct, in variouns esscs, could ho
be heard frot, would probably find nv great fault with
the manner of his taking off, but only with the ¢ luck »
of it which had gone against him.
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XXXIT.

CAMP LOWELL, TVCSON, AND SAN XAVIER DEL BAC.

I.

Teue night journcy returning by stage to Benson was
enlivened by more shooting stories. I heard,among oth-
erg, of the doings of the late Brazelten of Tueson, and
at Tueson I bought his photograph, taken, after death,
in his mask and other paraphernalia of his eraft. Ile
robbed stiges for years while apparently working quiet-
Ly as a hostler in a corral.  He was finally tracked to his
fate through some peculiar marks of the horse he rode.

Oune of our passengers had jost recovered from wounds
roceived in a fight over cards with a Mexican, whom he
had killed, and was now able, with the aid of morphine,
to pursne his journey toward his home in New Metico,
The train men at Benson were chary of carrying their
lanterns about the depot yard, a babit having arisen, it
seemed, among the cow-boys of trying to snnfl out these
moving targets with revolvers from a distance.

There scemed a certain tameness even in the Apaches
after this wild product of the bigher civilization of the
~whites. The principal group of prisoners taken after tho
attempted massacre of General Carr’s cominand was found
‘in eonfinement at Camp Lowell, nine miles north of Tue-
son. There were forty-two of them, with Sanchez, their
chief. They were of fairly regular featnres, and their
expression, with the war-paint washed off, not unamiable.




T bt RO |

CAMP LOWELL, TUCSON, ETC, '49‘;

They were handeuffed together in eouples, their Iegs alsg
manacled, and now wore gray army under-shirts and eot:
ton drawers, the rags in
which they had coms
having been taken from
them. Their long black
hair hung about their
ears, not frowzy, like
that of the Yumag, but
stnoothly parted in the
middle, and brushed
“back. A number twore
red bands or kerchiefs
around their heads,

ACACHE TRIBONES AT CAMI" LOWELL,
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Scen obscurely in the chief prison-room by side-light
from a grated window, they had a certain rescinblance to
Greck insul'gélrts, or the sons culotles of 1793, or, again,
the wild Voendean poasants who fought with Rochejague-
lein and Jean Chenan for religion and the king.

They were taken out for an airing in the mornings,
and allowed to squat in the snn at the edge of the pleas-
ant parade-ground, flanked by its well-shaded row of
officers” dwellings. The recent rising had been the re-
sult of a fanalical delusion. A medicine-man’ persnaded
them that lic iad reccived a revelation to drive all the
whites frowm the land. As svon us the corn was ripe, Lie
said, thelr dead brethren would arise and take arms to aid
them in carrying ont the deeree of Heaven. ITe had, as
many prophets have not, the comrage of hLis conviclions.
Though taken in charge himself by the troops, he gave a
signal agreed upon for the massacre of bhese to begin, eall-
ing to his people pot to be concerncd about his fate, as
he wonld come to life and join them again in three days.

The bluff Arizonians are apt to indulge in a derisive
way of talking of the army and its relation to the savages.
They would malee but short work of these latter, they say,
if they took the matter into their own hauds. . They im-

"ply that the armny does not wish to kill off, or even wholly
put down, the Indians, but rather to preserve them, as a
gentle stimulus to public dread, to lhastem promotions,
and also to furnish oceasion for profitable supply-con-
tracts, Ilowever this may be, it would scem that after
the repression of this revolt, and the rapid penetration of
railroads into the Territory, Indians need no longer be a
deterring influence of great moment with the intending
sottler. This old historic sourec of apprehension seems
as good as abolished from its last stronghold,

Eight miles to the north brings uws to a ranch -called

—_— e o~
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AN ARIZONA WATERING-TLACE.

Fuller's Hot Springs. This is one of the few places
where a boginning of systematic cultivation has been
made, and interesting besides as a typieal Arizona sum:

mer resort. There was a young orchard of {fwenty-five
acres, sheltered by a wind-brealk of three rows of ash-
trees, doing very well in an alkali soil. The buildinges
eonsisted of a number of unpainted adobe houscs, each

of a single large, comfortable reom, roofed with strips of :
cactus. :



500 OLD MENTUO AND [IER LOST PROVINCES.

There was a “summer dining-room” mads of ovotilla
sticks, the intervals open; and a “winter dining-room,”
with tight wallg, and a fireplace, in which a wood-fire
was burned mornings and cvenings. The hot apring, a
clear, plensant water, said to resemble Tnglish IHarrogate,
an ont from below a bath-house, consisting of a patched
canvas tent. It became, below, a pretty broek, a pond for
the cattle, and sonrce of sﬁpply for irrigating thc orchard.
The mountaing bebind the place, the Santa Catalinas, are
like the Sierra Madres behind Los Angeles. They are of
the sume sharp fracture, but higher and grander, jutting
up here and Lhere into as perfect ecastles as those of
ITarlech, the Trostherg, or Rheinstein. TForests of pine of
large dimensions arown a part of tlicir smnmits,  South
and sonth-west, aeross the wide plain, appear the Rmcons
and silver-bearing Santa Ritas.

There was a fasmmt;on in being able to examine at
leisure the strange growths of the plain, and not merely
to know them in glimpses from the car-windows. 1
made haste especially to cat down for inspection an ex-

; 1€ enaorm AR re 1€ orean-cactils. HARICT o
ample of the enormous saguara, ti jos t Tali

than that on the hill-sides of Guerrere along the Acapuleo
trail, it often rises Lo a height of sixty feet, bristles over
the landscape like masts or columns, or, again, like the
gseven-branched eandlestick of the Mosaic law. Inside it
cousists of a ‘white, juicy pilp, imbedding a buundle of
fibres in the form of long wands, which, when dried,
serve a nambér of useful prirposes. 1t has a palatable
froit, which the Indians colleet from its top in Augnst
with forked sticks. _

The odotilla is simply a ghrub growing as a waitle of
sticks, fifteen-ot twenty together, only waiting to be cut
down and turned into palings. The bisnaga is a thorny
cactus like an Tinmense waterinelon growing on end. One
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need never die of thirst where it is found.
The cholla is & mass of spines, which are even
barbed, on the fish-hook principle. It is consid-
cred funny to hear of somebody’s fallitig into a
cholly, and uothing could botter represent the
traditional “bramble-bush” in which the
mwan who was so wondrons wise met with
the famous adventure of scrateliing ont
his eyes. The “deer-brash” somewhat
rescmbles the horns of the animal. The
palo verde—green stick—grows as large
as an apple-tree, with the texture-of a

TACTUS GROWTHI OF TIUE DESERT.
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mammoth sea-weed.  The “ grease-wood ” is a large bush,
said to burn just as well when green as dry. Most of
this vegetalion iz Jealless, or vather the plant seems a
leaf itself, since coarse bark is Incking, and the green of
‘chlorephyll and the tenderncss of strncture seem equally
distribated throughout.

Thiere are homely legends and superstitions about these
plants of the desert. A certain one, lor instance, poisons
any white spot on a horse, but not one of any cther
color, . Another, eaten by horses, makes them lazy and
imbeeile.  The loco, or ritle-weed, on the other hand,
drives them raving crazy, and they try to run thewmn-
sclves to death. L do wot know whether this last be
wholly ‘a superstition, for I rode in California a horse
whose cceentric proceedings conld hardly be accounted
for on any other basis.

Tueson, from a digtance, in early morning or late after-
noon, is level, low, square, and brewn, with a mellow
light upon it and the castellated monntaing behind it.
In the foreground you see lazy ox-waius, a prospector,
perhaps, with his pots and kettles, and a mounted Mexi-
can towing by a lariat a bull, which ducks its head in
vain resistance. From a distance it iz thoroughly for-
eign, and of attractive promise. There is something of
the Dead Sca apple in tlie realization of this promise.
If Ruskin be right in holding that a house shonld be of
the general color of the soil on which it stands, Tueson
may lay claitn to great artistic merit. It ig ontirely of
adobe brick of the natural mud-color. Violent rain-
storins occur, to the detriment of paint and kalsomine,
on such a friable surface, and their use beecomes a seri-
ous question of economy.,

Tucson has groat antiquity as a mere corporate ex-
istence. It was founded by one of the early Spanish ex-

i .
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peditions that came up the Santa Craz Valley in quest
of the reputed treasure of the Azlecs in the fabled ¢ land
of Cibola,” but retaing no visible trace of age. If there
were ever any inonements of importanee, they have effee-
toally vanished, Lven the church is new.  Such foreign-
ness as there is vousists of a very provineial BMexican
sqoalar.

The considerations of interest aboat it arc of a purely
utilitarian character, as: how it is to be paved, drained,
lighted, provided with an adequate water supply, so as
not to have to pay four conts a bucket for it, as at pres-
ent; and how it is fo get rid of its malarial fevers and
shabby rookerics.

A writer in one of the papers one day paid a glowing
eulogy to its peculiar sitnation, in the desert. Ile held

that this was a matter not only of those material prod-

~ucts which I lave meutioned, but alse of the highest
moral and intellectunl advantages. It was apropos of the
establishment of a public library. No great idea has ever
been evolved in the usual seenes of human habitation (so
the argninent ran), and that there is no place for study
and contemplation like the desert. Christ, Makomet, Zo-
© roaster, and Confueius all forinulated their erecds in the
:desert. 1 gathered that we are to espect from Arizona,
‘at the proper time, some new prophet or sage, to sway
again the destinies of men in the same way.
The correspondent was satisfied, at any rate, that, with
a public library, Tucson could shortly become another
Alexandria of the desert, “a seat of learning and foun-
tain-head of ideas, to be songht by students from Mexico,
from the Pacific Islands, from China and Japan, and the
mountains and valleys of the Rio (Jr’mde ” and I for one
shall be very glad to see it so.
It is the commercial centre of the important Southern
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wnining district, and has an cligible situation for futnre
development. It has derived in its time considerable
profit from [urnishing supplics to the aray, and [rom a
smuggling trade with Moxico.  The goods for this Latter
were taken oub in teams, then © packed ” over the moun-
tain passes, on donkeys, to the objective points of Altar
and Magdalena, in castus-grown, arid Sonora.

The traders at Tucson, again, arc largely Jewish, A
certain kind of “life” provails freely, as at Tombstone.
Roulette, faro, and other games of ¢hance are played in a
large way in the leading saloons, while the poor Mexicans
gamble for small stakes at fondas of their own, where
“some wretched lithogreaph of Tidalgo or Zaragoza looks
down on them from the walls. Fhere is lacking, how-
cver, the chaleric and dapgerous air of "Pombstone,
Pcople make way for you to pass if yon wish, and do
not seem exelusively oceupied with looking about for
somebody to fread on the fails of their coata.

If Tucson be without historic remains of its own, it
has one of the lovelicst possible in its vicinity, the old
mission ehurch of San Xavier del Dae.

San Xavier is on the reservation of the Christianized
Papago Indians, in the Sauta Cruz Valley, ten miles to
the southward. It 18 a new sensation even for one from
Mexico who may have flattered himself that he knew the
style completely. This anciont landmark of a frontier
civilization which, sinec its destruction, has not been even
faintly approached in its kind, is not surpasscd either in
Mexico or out of it for the quaintness, the qualitics of
form and color, and the gentle sentiment of melancholy
that appeal to the artistic sense. Old Father Thine las
trodden with heavy step on green wooden balconies in
its front, broken out their floors, and left parts of them
dangling free. The original sweet-toned bronze bells

T S
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still hang in one of the towers. The space, terminating
in a serolled gable, between the towers is enriched with
cgentclicons and rampant lions, wreathed 1n {pliage.
Niches hold grotesquo broken statunes, and complicated
pilasters flank tho entrance doorway, the whole formed
in stueco upon a basigs of manlded bricks.  Where a por-
tion has fallen awny it ean be scon that the pilasters are
constructed upon or held Logether by a centre consisting
of a stick of timber.

The designor, whoever he whay have boen, was inspired
by Venetian.Byzantine traditions. It iz roofed with
numecrous siinple domes and half-domes. The interior
of these, frescoed withrangels and cvangelists, the chan-
cel walls, alinost covered with gilding, but stained and
battered, and the painted and gilded lious on the chancel
railg, recall to the least observant Saint Mark’s at Venice.
The style is not quite consistently earried out, however.
A later rococo decoration, as exuberant as the vagaries of
East Indian work, mingles with and at places overrides
it. A Henri IL candlestick will give a certain idea of
the pattern of the columns.

The date has disappeared from the fagade, but it is be-
lieved to be about 1768, and the present edifice was Luilt
on the ruins of a former one, going back much nearer to
1654, when the mission to the Papagos was first begun.
Large angels, with banncrets, their draperies formed of
papier-maché or gummed muslin, are attached to the
main chancel piers; and a painted and gilded Virgin,
with a long face, and hair brushed up from a high fore-
head, as in the sculptures of Jean Goujov, looks down
from a high altar niche.

All within is of a medieval richness and obscurity.
All without is broad suushine falling upon the peaceful
Papago village. A few old men trudge ubont, concern-
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ing themselves with their bake-ovens and some water-
jars and strings of dried sqnashes, and women pass by
with tall Toads of hay and other produce carried in the
%ijo, a singular hamper of sticks and netting, on their
backs. Nobody conccrns himsclf about visitors, except
a foolishly smiling Loy, one Domingo, who has brought
ns the key.

To have ecome from that spasm of aggressive modorn-
isin, Tombstone, and to be at ancient San Xavier del Bae
—it seemed to me that contrast could little farther go.

TIE END.
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254 OLD MEXTICO AND HER LOST PROVINCES

IT.

We lappened, amoug other accommodations, in onr ex-
ploration of the corridors, upon a prison, deseribed as for
use in locking up the refractory peons when they will nok
work.

“Can you do that? Ilave you, then, such an absolute
power over them ' [ asked our lost, in some surprise.

“Why, no,” he replied, in effect, deprecatingly, I sup-
pose not; but, you see, now and then it is the only way to
manage them, and we have to. It is not civilizated, that
people,” he continned, in an English which left something
to be desired, “and we do the best what we can.” .

This seems sowething very like a feudal control on
the part of the hacendado, but his numerons dependents
do not seem to complain of it, Cases of protest before
the agistrates are rarely known, and shonld they be
made it is not likely, since the muagistrates are friends of
their masters, and of the same social station, that they
would meet with any great attention.

We found this laboring population living it squulid
stone huts, often six and cight persons in a room. The
floors were simply the dirt of the ground, and there was
sometimes not even so much as the usonal straw mat to
sleep or sit upon. We were told here again that the peous
are avaricious. They are believers in a general way, but
not greatly given to religion. Few attend the services at
the chapel, even on Sunday. They smnmon the priest
when about to die, but not otherwise. But few of the
children go to schicol.  As a whole, they seemed about as
wretched as the poor Irish, except for the advantage over
the latter in climate. In every interior is seen a woman
on her knees, rolling or spatting the interminable tortillas.
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