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PREIFACLE,

A work of cexplapiiion may be deemed neecssary befora
presenting the following  pages to the public.  Firsily, to
explain the eireumstances wnder which the journcy was made.
Secandly, the paucity of sciewtific information, and Thirdly,
the time whiel has clapsed between the journey and the publiea-
tion of the nartative.  The fivst point clueidatod will measurably
explain tie seeond.

Barly in the winter of 1845-0 | wag ordered to take passage
in the * Lexington' from the coast of California for New York |
but, unwilling to pass o much tine idly on board ship, and not
agxious to double Cape Jlorn for the (hird time during three
years, 1 soligited, and obtained permission to leave the ship in
Valparniso, awl rejoin lier 2t Rio de Jancivo.

After crossing tho continent, and embarking at Bucnos Ayres
in an Amervican vessel, T il sicle with a biliens fever, abaut two
days before the brig sprang o leak, and between the two dangers,
my narrative was nearly anticipated by my dewise.  The skill in
seammanship and calin cournge of my friend, Caprrare Ctanwe,
raved me from tho second danger, while onr joiub skitl in

medicine, and various ewpirical essays, saved me from the frat;
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" apd after & tedious passure of twenly-lwo days, we arrived al Rio
- dé Janeiro. The brig kept aliove water by constant praaping, and
3 kep ¥ prmping

I, a hright yellow from the elfects of disewss, and so weak as o

walk only with assistauee.  In the sequel, however, 1 fared best,
as I recuporated, while the hrig was condenmned and sold. Fhe
' Lexington” had sailed four days before onr arrival at the
entrance of the harbour, and after my health was restored, I
returned home in the U, 8. brig ¢ Peery,” acriving o6 Norfolk on
the 11eh of July, after an absence of nearly six years. The
aireumstances nnder which my journey was made, will explain
the second point. I could obtain no instenments, and had no
time to tarry for the purpose of obscrving.

Soan after returnlng home, T was detailed for Special Sevvice,
which eaiployed my time uniil withiu a month of the receplion of
orders for the Coast of Afvien, This duly involved a frequent
change of residence, and prevented iy sebtling myself down fo
write the narrative. Tt is trua thak much time which might. have
been thus employed, and was empleyed even less profitably, rises
in judgment against mo; and 1 can only excuse mysclf by re-
ferring to the fact that for ncarly five conscoutive years I had
been confined an board ship, and had passed the greater pard, of
another year in the wildorness.

The temptation to idleness, when ance free from the restraints
ol military diseipline, and in an enlightened and refined ecommu-
nity, after such an ordeal, will exense me to those who have heen

similarly eircwnstanced, or have suflicient tolerance to
" Compound for eins they have no mind to,”

This explanation acconnis, and I hope satisfactorily, for the

delay in publication, erpecially ax the eountries which i attowpt
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to deseribe, nre nnty as with us, making such gigantie strides:]

progress; that n deseriplion will wot seeve for two or theee yczi_lgg. ;

As for the sidijoct wmatter, U wust speak for itself.  Ju af-
tempting (o compile a Iwiel” hisiory of Chili, T have availed
mysell of the best autharities, and feel assured that in no Buglish
ov Spagish author ean the sune amount of juforination be found
embodied, as pann that Thave met give a continuaug history of
the cauntey, feamy its fiesh s=ttlement, ta bhe present tima,

Of my personal narrative 1 can only regret that it should not
eontlain incidents of a more thrilling nature, ** which do so greatly
abound in the works of some travellers,” and have cndeavoured
to supply the deficiency by describing, as aceuralely as possible,
the manners and enstomx of the people, the loeal seencry, and
the mode of travel,

As far as regards mysell as an aatlor, in the whole Iist of
travellers given by Sterne In lis Sentiniental Jowrney, [can find
no elassifiention which cwbodics exactly my own deseription. T am
nob aw 2dfe or hermrions Lraveller (or T should have seleeted a
different ficld than Seullt Awmeriea, amd one in which 1 conld
have journeyed with a more espeeial reference {o my personal
comfort.) Nor an imguisitive traveller, ax | studiously nveided
the tacit ackvowledgement that T eame to spy out the nakedness
of the land by askiog tmpertinent questions,  Nor the travefier
of mucessity, hecause (ho ¢ Lexington™ would have conveyed me
howre more econendically and more eomfortably, without an effort
on my part.  Nor a fymng fravelfer, i€ {fov o helter veason, that
I have ol writhen Lo support o preconceived opinien, or theory,
and had no interest to be subserved, by distorting or perverting
the truth, and that my memory has more retentiveness than my

inagination fertility.  Nar a grond travefler, heeanse T am not
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i;-__'_;?:n Iinglishman. Nor o vain traveler, for reasons best known to
ixvnyself.  Nov a delinquent traveller, for I was submissively wend-
’ ing my way home in aceordance with a sentence of my so-called
peers.  Nor an unforiunate iraveller, unless I can be so con-
sidored in having mot with no great dangers, and hair-breadth
escapes, with which to astonish my friends, and add interest to
my narrative.
Upon first inspecting the list I thought I might perchanse be
an innocent, or a simple fraveller, but find mysclf ecxeluded upon a
close cxamination of the qualilications required.
Unable to docide to what class of travellers I do pertain, |
must leave it an open question for the deeision of the reader.

J. d. 8.
1. B, Flaz-Bhlp " ficrmnnlown,” .
Porto Trays, BL Jagn, Capo de Yorde Archilpelage {
- Fobruary 004, 1652, S

Marintar s |



QI OF VALPARALIAD

I OITY OF VALPMPARAISO

JOURNEY TOQ SANTIAGO

| SANTIAGO

| SANTIAGO

\nuvm,lrrmn IN €t
f

BARLY INSTORY OF CHILI

CHAPTER 1,

CIHAPTER 11,

CONTENTS.

CHAPTER (11,

CHAPTER V.

CHAPTER V.,

CHAPTER VI.

CHADPTERR VI

13

34

4

42

84

78




X CONTENTS,

Mapa
OHAPTER VI

HISTORY RINCE REVOLITON ny
CIlAPTER 1X.

QROCRAFI VA0 VERNMENT—DEPARTMENTIS G FORKIGN

AFFAIRS, FINANCE, AND INTERIOI . . . . 111
CHAPTER X,

DREFAITMENTS OF JUSTLGH, RELIGION, WAR AND MARINE . 130
CHAPTER XI.

SKETCIIER IN CIIILY . . . . . . . L4

- N

CIAPTER XiI.

THE CORDILLERA . . . . . . . . 16
CHADPTER XIIIL

MENDOZA . . . . . . . . 15
CHAPTER Xiv.

A OALLI ACROSR TR IPAMUAR . . . . . 2_[
CHAPTER XV,

HAN LU[& . . . . . . . 23

CHAPTER XV,

A GALLQE ACIROSS TUHE ©PAMI'AF . . . 5

A



T

ARSIV N X

CHAPTER Xv(r

THE PaMpax

CHAMTER Xviin,

NUENOS AVIRES

LI

Py

L]
xi
I*age ¢

R
2490
273






CUILI AND THE ARGENTINE PROVINCES.

CITAPTER L
PORT OF VALPARNALRO,

I the month of Pebruary, 1819, I arrived at Valparaiss fromt
San Irancisco, after o protracted passage of seventy-four days,
in tho United States ship Lexington, a store-voasel or transport.

11abity acquired by nearly twelvo years? service in tha navy, did
not in the least decrease way anxicty to place my feot ones more
on *“ terra firma ;" and although tho amisbility of my messmates
had made it onc of the leasi tedions, though oue of the ladgest
paseages which I had ever wmado, yet thoro wasa focling of relief
and satisfaction in onco more finding the varicus comforts, as well
as luxuries of life, within our veaeh, which would hava convinced
us, had that link in the chain of cvidenco been wantiog, that
neither the syster of living ab sea, nor in our newly acquired tor-
ritory of California, was in oxact conformity with tho true nature
of man.

Accordingly, the ship had no soomer anchored than thred
follow pnssengers and myself, availing oursclves of our preroga-
tive, as ruperfluous members of the body politia, had Ieft the ship,
and wers rapidly appronching the shore in n four-osred boat,
which we had surreptitionsly obtained, by bribing tha boatmen of
& geptleman who came on board Lo eall upon an acquaintance,

The bay presented, as usual, the farge assmnllage of ships
which mwarks it ag the commicrcial emporium or depot of th
Paolfie coast and Islands.

3



4 CIULL AND TUF ARGENTINE PROVINCES,

Almost every maritime pation appearcd to lave their repre-
sontatives, and the gaff-ends would have furnished the rough
materials for a coat of many colowrs, nat only for the patriarch
son of the favoured wife, but for his less deserving brethren, and
half a goneration of their descendands.
i+ Nor wore the pelice of the scas wanting, 1s, independent of the
linge black, wall-sided, lumbering armed storcship which we have
just left, there were many pennants flying in the bharbour—Ing-
lish, Ifrench, aud Chilian—among which was the flagship Asia, of
o|ghly guns, famous for having borne the flag of Admirl Cod-
ringlon, at (lie battle of Navavino ; the French frigate Poursui-
vante, beming also a rear admiral's flag; and the Chili; a forty-
four, bearing the bread pennant of & commodore, and displaying
the single slavof the Chilian republie.  American pennants, too,
wero moro than usually numerous, a8 several trauwsports, con-
taining the Second Regiment of Tnfavtry, and detachments from
the First and Third Artillory, had called in for refresliments on
their way to our still distant lerritories of California and Oregon,
Of the four comprising our party in the beat, three had visited
the port previcusly, and bad volunteored to initiate the fourth
into tite comforls and pleasures of Valparaiso, and bad promniaed
him a hearty wolcomo and excellent fare, from our fricnd and
host of the Chili Hotel, whose style and attentions had, upen tho
occasion of our former visits, raminded us fo forcibly of our own
country. Acvordiagly, wo asked po questians, but proceeded by
tho shortest voute to' seek at the Chili, not only the weleomo
which ““ minc host > usually accords his guests who are compe-
tent to pay his dharges, but that of an old acquaintancs aud
oountryman, which the traveller soon leatns lo approciale, while
roaming abraad in the world.

To our surprise, however, wo fouud, upon entering the houss,
nono of that bustle which is oharacteristic of an Amcrican hotel,
in & commercint port like Valparaiso; and, though wo listoned
nttentively, henrd none of the Joud and cheerful conversation
which marks the proximity of the bar. Surpriced, we wandered
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through the vacant and open rooms, and fiaally, meoting with
somo 1agons who weve repairing tho walls, inquirod the wheres -
abouls of Mr. Thibanit, and were civilly inforined that he had
gone ta Californin.

'I'hig announcement, to which we were not so well nccnstomed
ag we have become since, fell upon our cars with s startling
effeet, a8 many of our plans had been laid in direct reference to
the reverse of such contingency. T'here was o remedy, how-
ever, but to seek agpther hotel, and, in order to facilitate this
search, I inquired for two of my former acquaintances, expecting
to obtain Lhe requisite information.  They also had gone fo. Cali-
fornia.  Afterwards wo inquired for no one, taking it for granted
that all our countrymen had followed the same course ;- and
wlhen, by aceident, we met an acquaintance, it was with a foeling
of surprize that they had not Leen swept by the curreat of com-
mereial ayeculation, to the shores of the Nortbern 13t Dorado. -

Valparaiso being the principal marb from whence California
was supplied, all business men wore actively employed in ship-
ments Lo that desirable but precaviouns market; and as our coun-
trymen appeared, as & general rule, to feel the timo lost in shak-
ing bands n sufficicnt sacrifice to politencss, we wero at liberty
to make our own selection of o hotel at our leisure, ‘¢ sans?
ndvice and “sans ' counsel on thal, to a sojouruer, all impor-
faut subject.

Our first visit was to the Star, kept in the American style,
with an cxoclicat table and a froquented bar-room; but it was
rejected, as tho rooms were infevior, whilo ilie numbers of
Fnglish and American mariners, whe occasionaliy tarried too long
ovor theie tipple, gavo it a character too boisterous to bo pleasant,
and which the ngrecablo manners of the host, and his dacided
“dispasition to oblige, could net countorpoise. The French hotal
wag next reconnoitred aud rejected “fon a raison we had,”
which reason, by the way, had reference to an appropriateness
of the dismal looking cells, by courtesy termed bedrooms, for tho
propagation of certain jnsecly, whaso mede of Jife render them




19 CUILI AND TIE ARGENTINE PROVINCES.

inimical to sleep or wakeful comfort. Upon a fourth essay, weo
found thnt the ITotel de I'Enrope satisfied most of the couditions
tequired, and to this establishment, accordingly, we removed our
baggage, after it had undergonc a numinal examination at ihe
Custom House. In this hotel, which was kept by a Frenchman,
wo remnioed during our stay, mecling at the table d'héote some
thirty well dressed and gentlemanly persons, who appeared to
represont every commercial and maritime nation.

The port of Velparaiso has been so frequently deseribed by
travellers and authors so mueh superiov to myself, that T wonld
hesitato in pincing myselfl in competition with them, did | not
feel that my sketeh would be rendered still more imperfect by
tha omission.

The combination of the two Spanish words Tal-paraise, it is
well known, means the Vale of Paradiso; but why it should
have been applied to this parlicular locality, has sadly puzzled the
braing of many who iusist upon appropriatenesy in appellalions,
as the vicinity, so far from fulfilling the conditions which its pame
requires, has really o very sterile aud parched appearance.

The bay, ug it is ealled by courtesy, upon which the city is
gituated, is o deep wide-mouthed indentation in the land, and
completely open to the morthward, whenee, during the winter
months, from June to August inclusive, heavy gales are expe-
rienced, whish render the anchorage insecure, Fortunately,
however, thess winds seldom * blow home ;” that is, they do not
reach into the bay, yet vessels have to cadure a vory heavy sos,
which not only cuts off the communication with the shore, but
renders their position, at times, one of considerablo peril.

Formerly, nceidents were very fiequent,and attended wills loss
of life; but the improvements in cables, arising from tho general
adoplion of iron chains, has diminished greatly the dnngers of the
anchorage.

Tho waler, except close to the shore, being deep, has limitod
the available surface of the bay, which appears very extensive ;
yel, notwithstanding all these natural disndvantages, which art

e ey . s -
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has notb aticrapted to remedy, Valparaiso has improved more
rapidly than sny Pacific scaport, and at prosont contains some
60,000 inhabitants. Tts convenient location, as the first available
port for procwring supplics after passing Cape Horn, combibed
with the effects of the eivil wars, which bave for many years
desolated all the republics Iying to the northward, have made it
an ¥ entrepot 77 for Touropean and American, as well as Chinése
and Kast Indian produce and manufactures, which have beon
exported thonce in national or forcign vessels during the intervals
of pence, or aceording to the demand in the neighboring marlkets.

The Chilian government, aware of the advahbages thas derived
from making Valparniso & cowmmereial mart, aod in fomenting
their mercantile marine, have adopted n system of bodding, by
which wmerchandisa remains afloat; or in stone housee, paying
duties only when entered for internal consumption; nod fe-
exportabloe nt tho discretion of the owuors, subject anly to a small
transit duiy.

Tho advaninges of such o system to tho nalives and foreigners
cannot but be important, as the distance from whende merchan-
dise was despatched to the wost const af Amerioa, and tho paucity
of information, preveoted the sbippers in Furope and olsewheré
from informing themselvea of cither the political or tommeteial
condition of those coutttries for which their cargoes wete destidad
and thus, upon the misfortunes of the neighbouring rephblics;
Valpavaiso has been built up, and continnes to flourish. '

In 1836 the government adopied a policy, somewhat question-
ablo in point of morality, lo sustain dnd augmeat ite sommercial
imporlance, in commencing hostilities against the Peru-Bolivian
sonfedoration, which, under tho anlightened ndministration of
General Santa Cruz, was rapidly developing the resouroes of
Lthese conntries, :

The fay-sceing and intellizent Portales, then first ministar in
Cliili, was well awara that the continnanee of peace iu the neigh-
bouring republics, which was nttrihutable to the personal influente
nud military force at the disposal of Santa Cruz, must, by in.
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creasing the commereial importance of Callao, inevitably deprive
Valparaizo of the monopoly of the Peru-Bolivian markets, which
would diminish its commercial importance.*

The questionable faith, but uitimately singulnr suceess with
which hostilities were conducted on the part of Chili, will be
briefly narrated in subsequent pages; yeb, notwithstanding the
military success, the object of the war was fully attained, as aftar
a few convulsive throes, which suceceded the dissolution of the
confederation, Peru, the most important of the two republics, has
settled down into n state of tranquillity, under the Presidoncy of
General Castilla, and instead of receiving her supyplies by tran-
shipments from Chil, tmports them directly through her own
" port of Callae, which has a greater natural adaptation to com-
mereial purposes than its rival. The great incrense of pros-
perity in Peru did not however aperate ostensibly in diminisbing
tho importance of Valparaiso, as many markets have recenily
been thrown open among the Pacifie islands, and on the west coast
of North America, which have supplied the place of those which
bave beern measurably lost ; while withio the lust few years the
blockade of Buenos Ayres by the French and linglish has caused
the exportations of foreign goods through Chili to the Argentine
provinces of Mendoza and San Juan to be more important than
wsual.  TValparaiso was the fivst port to derive considerablo
advantage from the discovery of the gold washings in California,
on account of its proximity, and ths fact that n large store of
the articles required for consumption of the miners was always on
hand. Upon my arrival at this poert the supply, generally so
ample, appeared exhausted, while many merchants were pre-
paving to start for 2 Dorade with their remaining stoek.  ¥et,
notwithstauding tho temporary advantage which Valparaiso has
thus derived, and still derives, from the increasing emigration to
California, most of which is directed through that port, it will be

* The decrease in {ranshipments had alréady aliracted the nelice of the
Government, prier to the impulse given by the great demand produced by
the opening of the California tnarket.
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erushed, and that too within & fow years, by & mors formidable
rival, rapidly growing up on the magpifiecnt Bay of San Fran-
¢isco, by which Chilian commerce, which has only flowrished
owing to want of rivals, with cqual advantages from contiguity 6
market, will be driven frem the Pacific, as her own coasting trade
can pever attain mucl importanee, owing to the limited extent of
coast, and of the population to be supplied. As emigration to
California must spon decrease, and ag vessels loaded only with
merchandise, with no wnuswal pumber of passengers, will not be
obliged to call for water or supplics, tho people of Vaulparaise
will codure the mortifieation of seoing their port deserted, and
find that the “ concentrated busile,” whiclk has oxcited the admnii-
ration of ail voyagers, has disappeared, and for ever. As.heither
the exports of the Republie, nor the demand of her limited popula-
tion, can support the existing state of commeres, sugh will, in all
human probability, be the future fatc of Valparaiso, as 2 com-
mereial port; and she will thus share the fato of Tyro, Sidoa,
Carthage, and innumerable cities which, built up by commeros,
have sickened and died, by the diversion of the nourishment on
which ther prosperity depcnded. As this part has been, for
many years, the prinecipal atation for veoruiting vessels of all
classes, whalers aad vessels of war included, all- supplies can bs
obtained with facility, and a floating watcr-tank renders the prd
cess of filling ap with that neocssary, an easy operation. _
Hrom the bay of Valpavaiso, we will now cast our eyes towards
the Jand, and atiempt to deseribe the city aa ib appears from
the water, which view, altheugh sivgular, is far From imposing,
and will by no means give n correct idea of ity oxtont aud popu-
lation.  The eity is built partly on o narrow shelf, at on elevation
of u fow foet above high-water mark, and partly on the hills upon
which this shelf, or sccond beach, abats. Tho latter aro not
continuous, but separated from eaeh other by ravines, to which
the name “qucbradas,” v breaks, is given by the Spanjards,
T'o the suuhmit of these hills, which form a first range, and ave
backed by a higher, atfaining soma 1,200 feet, houses have boan
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erccled, somo of them in situations which give the strongest
impressions of insecurity o the mind of the observer. ‘As an
evidenco of the nautical and commercial character of this ecity,
it may bo mentioned thab three of these hitls—the whole sides of
‘which are studded with houses, and are apparently inaccessihle—
ave by foreigners known as the fore, main, and mizen tops, and
are oceupied by grog-shops, sadors’ boarding-houses, and houses
of still more questionable character. Another hiil, the * Cerro
Alegre,” nearly abreast the only wharf which the port possesses,
is occupicd by tho habitations of the rich and foreign merchants;
and althougli the ascent, which is principally a flight of wooden
stairs, is tedious, the view of the bay and lower town, obtained
from the summit, amply repays the exertion ; while the ** cottages
ornées,” with their gardens filled with flowers, throw an air of
rural luxury over the whole seene, whlch we could scaroe expect
go noar ihe lusy thoraughfares of a commercial town, and con-
trasts favourably with the miscrable appearance presented by the
““Tops.”” The lower town, of course, i3 the seene of commorce,
and prosperity having cxtended its limits mmch beyond those which
were anticipated by the founders, it has been found neecssary to
eut away a porticn of the Cerro Alegre, to open a street by which
the old town ean communicate with the Almendral, built also on
the beach, and following the curve of the bay. This portion of
Valparaiso, formeely a suburb, bns become the most extensive
portion of the city; and as it displays unfavourably from tho
water, gives n preat inercase of population for which the casual
ohserver is not prepared.  The houses of the lowor town, which
are Spanish in architecture, but Fronch in most of their intermal
arrangements, arc built of stone covered with stucco, and tiled,
the flat, or azotea roof, for some reason, not having found favour
in Chili, as in the Spanish South American Republics generally.

The straets, though not so wide as in our own country, ave
suffieicatly so for circulation, and are well paved—a duty with
which the Government encharges itselfy, znd upon which it
employs large gangs of convicls in chains, who are guarded by
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a portion of the naval brigade, or marines, to whoin the scrvice
on the sea coast is confided, The Custom-house, which is near
the Mole, though not extensive, is well built, with a neat, thoush
not imposing mterior. On its belfry is a large elock, by which
tho business hours are mensured.

The duties collected on imports in tlhe port of Vulparatso,
during the year 1845, amounted to $1,326,810, whereas the
whole amount of duties callected in the eieht sea-ports of tha
Republic, in addition to those upen importations from the Argen-
ting provinces, through the passes of the Cordillerns, was not
greater than $1,353,935, which comparison will give & sorrect
idea of the relative commeraial importance nf that port. Whoat
in grain, flour, and metals, aro the prineipal articles of export.
Tl value of the former, which is of a fine quality, and of » flavour
unsurpassed in any part of the world which I have visited, I
have not been able to learn, bat it must be very considerable, as
from this country nat only the ncighbouring republiog but the Pa-
cifie islands arc mostly supplied. During the latter part of 1848,
the rapid increase of population in Californin produced animmenso
demand far Chilian flour, which will probably continite to supply
that market without competitioe until the circumstances of the -
conatry permit the inhabitants of Oregon to cngage miore ex-
tensively in agriculture.

The duties npon exports from sea-ports during 1845, antourted
o $218,970, of which $91,421 were collected at Valparaiso ;
the proportionable difference botwesn the imports and exports
being attributable to the greater amount of copper exported at
Cliiapo, Serena, and Hnaseo, which, situated nearer the miaes,
are more eligible points for embarkation.

The amount of silver exported through the eustom-liouse of thiy
port during 1845, was 61,463 marks, while the sum total of tha
exportation of silver in coin aud bullion, during the same period,
was 178,051 marks, -

The value of the gold exported during the same period sk

2‘-
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1,762 marks, 353 of wbich passed through the custum-houw atb
 Valpacaiso.

As there is an export duty of six per ecnt. on the precious
metaly, and their value, in proporiion to their bulk, affording
ample apportunities, a large amount must be smuggled out of the
cotiaery, which will always, nnder the prosent system of levying
high dutics, prevent the custom-liouse tables from giving even an
approximation to the value of the exportation.

The whole value of the metals exported from the Republic,
which passed the custom-houses during the four years ending in
1847 inclusive, was $2,077,343 fur 1844 5 $3,853,933 for 1845 ;
$4,634,506 for 1846 ; and $4,495,677 for 1847,

The whole value, therefore, of the metals exported during that
period was $15,861,564, of which $8,483,843 was copper in
various forms, bar-copper being valued at $6,288,212, and
copper ore ab $1,184.814,

Silver and gold, after copper, are the most important mineral
productions ; and the whole value of the former which passed
the custom-houses, (an important distinction,) during the four
years already specified, was $6,494,467, while the latter amount-

ed to §854,641.

The sagacity of the goverament has been displayed by Ievying
only one-half per ccnt. on gold, which, under a heavier duty,
wauld afford no revenue,

The export dithy is six per cent. on all othier mincrals, exoept
arsenite of copper, copper ore, wrought and old copper, and
gypsum. ‘Tho first two of these articles pay 7} per cent., while
tho Jast are free.  Arsenite is yet lnsignificant as an export; hut
duting the four ycars already referred o, wrought copper was
cxported to the value of $63,296, old copper $42,726, and
gypsum $4,517. |

The sum total of the receipis in all custom-houses in the Re-
public duriog the year 1845, including port charges, wharfage,
Jight-house dues, municipal charges, deposits, &e., &e., was
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$1,763,739, of which $1,776,263 was rcecived through Val-
paraiso,

The total value of imports during 1846 was 10,149,135, and
in IR47 $10,051,580; the greater portion of which cotered
through Valparaiso, and during the same years the cxports
amounted to 6,340,384 for the first, aud $7,021,334 for the

Tagt. ™
The value of naturalized merchandise exported during the same

years was $1,744,904 and $1,420,737,
Note—The olher sources of revenue will be eonsidered in Chapter YIII.

* (ireatest amnunt through Serena and Huasco.



CHAPTER II.
CITY OF VALPARAISD,

Tire public buildings in Valparaiso are remarkable neither for
size nor archilecture. This is especially the case as regards
churches, in which it eontrasts unfavourably with Lima, a city of
nearly the same size, and marks the distinction between thoso
cities which grew up during eolonial times, and those which have
been comstructed since the cstablishment of the Republic.
Within the last few yoars, a very pretty theatre bas been built,
about equal size, thovgh superior in decoration, to the old Park,
in New York. Upou the oceasion of two former visits in 1846
and ’48, I found a very respectable Italian opera troupe, which
makes its head-quarters at this place, performing oceasionally at
Santiaga, Copiapo, and even ab times extending ita operations
up the coast as far as Lima. Upon the occasion of this visit, as
the opera trowpe wag at Copiapo, its place was supplied by a
good dramatic company and *“ corps de ballet,” the latter, I think,
superior to any stoek company which I have seen elsewhere.
Amang the plays represented, which were geaerally of Chilian
origin, and quite recent, numerous allusions were made to Califuc-
nia, which invariably produced plaudits from the audience, and illus-
trated the enthusiasm which has caused so many natives and stran-
gers in this, and otker parts of the Republie, to emigrate to that de-
sirable region—an emigration, which, during iny stay in the ecountry,
amounted to two hundred and fifty in 2 single day, and by one ves-
sel. This theatre has all the arrangemcots of a Ilurepean opera-
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house, and an invarinbly well-dressed and well-bebaved audience,
Inthe boxea and Ioblies, I met with many Chilian officers, both
of the army and navy, and was struck, as I have been before, by
the contrast in their personal appearance to all Youlll Awnericans
that T have seen hitherto. Their complexions are ag fair ng the
Lnglish, while they possess the same healthy oolour and rotun-
dity of figure. In uniform, which they wear invariably, that of
the nrmiy appears to have been eopied after the Freoeh, while
that of the navy closely resemblea the Faglish.  So closely, in-
deed, that taken in conmection with their personal appearance, I
have often found myself at a loss to decide to which navy they
belonge duntil close enough to recognise the butbon. If there was
a difference obvious to tho superficial obsorver, it wng that the Chili-
ans were. better dressed and more polita in their deportment, and
less frequently wader the influence of strong drink thao those
they hove adopted as their prototypes. To gratify the public
fondness for dancing, the theaire is frequenily fitted an o ball-
room, by extending the stage over the orchestra and parquette,
and upon those oecasions the sceno is gay and novel to one un-
aceustomed to the Spanish masked balls. T attended ome while
in Valparaiso, there, in common with some hundreds of -others,
abd cannot bubt commend the order and good behaviour of all
preseat.  The women were generally very well dressed, and they,
as the nen also, in opera ar ball costume. The music was exoels
lent, and the dancing of course good, as all Spaniards and their
descendants dance well and gracefully. I can scarcely enumernte
the dances, wallzes, and gallops, which I witnessed, bub what I
enjayed the most waa the national dance, ‘¢ Sama Cueca,” which
lias boen so frequently deseribed by travellers and voyagers.
There appears, by the way, to bo an orroncous impres-
sion existing amoug mwany who have alluded fo this damosy
that it is indecent,—ah impression arising from the fact of
theic having scen it only at the fandange and among the
lowest elass of people. There, it, as well as most other
dances, is cerfainly far from modest, but when the ¢ Sama
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Cuece” i3 danced, as I have frequently seen it, among tha most
respeatable people iu Chili and the other side of the Cordiileras,
it is as pleasing and more expressive than any other dance I lLave
secen, and tenfold more so than citber the waltz or the sensual
polka, whichk has attained so Ligh a degree of popularity in
Burope and both Americas. The masked males at these balls,
which oceur alinost weekly, comprise many of the most respect-
able persons in Valparaiso ; for the masked females I canniot say
so much, and from what I gaw and heard, am afraid that the ma-
jority wero of that clasd which so much abound in frequented sea-
ports, and *“ not so good as they ought to be.”” The better class
of women, however, da not deprive themselves of the amuscinents
of the evening, being perfectly safe from annoyance owing to the
efficiont police ; and although they do wot mask, or join in the
dances, are found sented in the boxes, where they enjoy the pay
scene whieh is passing around them, which is more amusing, as
every individual, npon adepting & costume, makes the same cffort
to support the character as_if upon the stage performing for an
~andience. This fact, upon the occasion of the ball which I at-
tended, nmrowly escaped being the cause of a serions difliculty,
a3 one of my friends, who was masked, was once or twice par-
tially tripped, while waltzing, by an active young lad, who perseni-
fied the juggler, and being indignant thereat, took his partner to
her seat, and watched for his tormentor. It was not long before
he saw him in the act of throwivg himself at length upon the
stage to trip » pair who were waltzing. My fiiend had him by
the collar in an instant, and gave him a shaking which was likely
to drive all juggling tricks from his mind for & scason, at the
game time explaining his offence to the bystanders in the most
fluent but not tho most olassical Spanish. Tearful of 2 scene,
tho .terminus of which my imagivation suggested would be the
watch-house at least, if net the town jail, I intarposed, and after
some cxplanation, the whole matter was settled as a mistake, the
harlequin kindly overlooking the shaking to which his tricks had
subjected him. Tt had, however, 2 gaod effect upon him, as he at-
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tempted no more pranks with the walizers.  Though he know his
countrymen wonld submit to it, as an immomorial custon, he did
not feel coriain, that ng all the dunecers were masked, ho might not
rouse another forcigner who might trent him even more roughly
than the first.  The police of Valparaisa has deservedly received
the encomiums of all reeent travollers, Its organization agsimi-’
Iates to the military, and its members are armed and distinguished
by uniform, thongh entirely independent of the army, and under
the cantrol of the muunicipal anthorities. 'The uniform and arms
have given offence tn somc over scmsitive writers, who mistake
the shadow of liberty for the subdtance ; but for my own part,
should I wish to exercise my prerogative as o free and indepemdent
citizen Ly making a row in the streets, I should infinitely prefer
a collision with a polico force armed with awords, which ars never
used cxeepb in eases of emergency, than with the batons, maces,”
petsnadurs, cte., of our own country, which are used wnoparingly
and unnecessarily,
The eflective force, tndcpendout of the staff, at the poried of

my visit, was thirty-four foot and twenty-cight horsemen.®

% The uniform of the police seems to have given ofience to the fastidioud
Commander Wilkes, in whose Xxploring Fxpedition nnrrative appear the
fullowing opinions, which follow upon & panegytie upon their cotps: *It {s
to be regretted thal this police should conlinu® to wear the military und-
form, as it scems unbecoming in a republican form of govemnment; af lesst
we ﬂlought g0 '=Vol. i. p. 160,

It is & subject worthy of remark, the number of customns which American
travellers, and 1 regret to say, American officers especiaily, find in loreign
countries, which conflict with their higlily-wrougzht repnblican tendencies.
The uniform of the Chilian pelice is intended, and serves admirably as a dis-
tinguishing mark by which they may be known, aod called upon when their
services are required; and even Commander Wilkes teslifies to their general
usefulness, Their wnifarm, netwithstanding the high authority quoted, ls
pot a military uaiform, as it is not worn by men pertaining to a military
profession.  Why dees net our author object also to Lhe uniforin of
his own profession, which has the smne objact in view, viz., to designate
the profession and rank of its wearer? I would also like to inquire which
in the most republican, lo have the municipal agents distinguished by a uni-
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Among tho most interesting objscts which I saw during my
weel’s stay in Valparaiso, were the American transports convey-
ing the 2d Infantry and detachments of tho 1st and 3d Aclillery,
on their way to garrison pur new possessions in Oregon and Cali-
fornia. The sbreets are erowded with the soldiers on liberty, in
theit neat undress uniform. Theiv deportment was good, it

form, so that agerieved citizens may call upon them far their assistance and
culpable cftfzens may avoid their neighbourhaad, ar a secret police undistin-
guishable by the citizens at large, and which is frequently no more than an
extended system of espionage of the rulers, While apon this subject, I
would refer the reader who may be eurious in tracing out the consistency of
ultra-republican prejudices, ta a letter addressed to Commander Wilkes, and
numbered xxxviii. in the appendix to his first volume, by his oflicers, asking
his mercy upon cerlain offenders who had merited his displeasure <by haing
engaged in & duel. It contains the lollowing expressione which we consider
* unbecoming in & republican form of government,—at least we thought so.”’
“'Wa the undersigned, &c., &ec., under your comrand, 1especténlly take the
liberty of addressivg you on the subject of those oflicers who have incurred
your displeasure in consequence of having been engaged in a duel, and whom
it is understood you intend sending to the Uniled States with a recomnmenda-
tion to the proper anthority that they may be dismissed the service. Ws
ate very far from arrogating to ourselves the right of discussing the propriety
of any course you may think proper to adopt, &ec., &e.," followed by, “and that
the decided expression of your displeasure will be suflicieni to deter others
from the commiission of e similar errar, &e., &

The letler wants nothing save the preamble, “if e might speak and yet
live! to be as prelty a form for a petition to an Eastern despot, as ever yot
came under my notice; yet so far from its having roused the republican
spleen of our eritic on foreign encraachments upan republican simplicity, in
his general order he graciously accedes to the request conlained in this re-
markable applicalion. Every one will caommend the spirit which actuated
the memorial, theugh faw will npprove its style. If the officers iu whase
favour it wae wrilten had violated tha resulafions of the navy, the com-
mander had power to punish or parden, limiled by the provisions of said
regulations, and hig displeasure had nothing whaleverto do with the subject.

Had some of our naval commanders, like the Roman Prmtor Caius Ver-
res, a Ciceto to Liting them hefore the bar ef publie opiniou, for their own
arbitrary acts while abroad, they would notoffer an autrage (o the good sensa
of their countrymen, by striclures upon a police uniform as repugnant to
their delicate sanse of the proprielies of republicanism,
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boing a rarc occurrence to sce one guilty of intozieation, 8 habit
to which soldiers ave so frequently addicted, and in which they .
are more’ than usually liabls to indulge, after coming from a long
© Bea-voyage. Asthis was the first considerable body of American
troops which had passed through Valparaiso, they excited much
altention, whilo the crect bearing, soldier-like appearance, and
handsome, though plain uniform of the officers, excited univorsal
admiralion, especially mnong the Chilian Iadics. [ saw & great
deal of the officers, particularly those belonging to the detach-
ments from the two regiments of artillery, during my stay, sud my
preconceived ideas of the herocs of thy Mexioan war were ooi-
roborated. Their gallantry and devotion to their country history
has recorded, and could I iu the short space allowed me give my
countrymen a more just appreciation of the value of thesa gallant
fellows, and of the institution which makes them whal they are,
I would willingly devote much time and Jabour. These were the
men who bad served through the war, and many had left Moxioo
in the month of Awugust, sad here I found thom in February,
after o tedious sen-voyage, on the other side of the econtinent, ahd
on their way to the wilds of Orcgon and California. These ate
the mien whe are 8o frequently accused of being a useless tax
upon their countrymen by factious demagogues, who are cither
Jealous of their superior education and acguirements, or desirous tb
make political capital, by attacking existing institutions. When
listening to such unmerited nbuse, few care to remember the ser-
vices rendered, not only during the war, but when other citizens
are onjoying the peace and prosperity in many cases secured by
their privations and dangers. How seldom in thoso attacks arg
considered their protrasted campaigns in Indian torritories, or
their tedious stays of years ab the frontier posts, whore they are
nob only deprived of: the socicty of their own families, but utterly
beyond the reach of all socicty whatever, except that of their
fellow suffercrs! Their pay is barely suflicient to support thern,
and yob this small sum is mnde a subject smatter wpon which to
found n tirade of abuse. The injustice of the demagogues is un-
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fortunately at times, and indeed frequently, imitated by not only
the exccutive, but the legislature, upon the principle apparently
that men who are not edueated for a particular profession are
mare campetent to perform the duties perlaining to it than those -
who have been. General officers are ferreted out of lawyers?
offices to command veteran colonels, and even brigadier generals,
whose claim for distinction rests not only on thirty years’ active
end arduous service, but upon the gallantry with which, during
the last war in which the country was engaged with England,
they encountered more formideble oppoments.  After half a life-
time meritoriously passed in the serviee, which unfits 2 man for
civil pursuits, it is too late for the veteran to resent the affront,
nnd necessity forces him to degrade a noble and scientifie profes-
sion, by serving under an ignorminus, or at least a man whoso
ouly claiim to his exalted positiun cousists in his politieal influ-
ence, or his personal friendship with the Bxecutive. When Con-
gress, too, votes an incercasc of the establishment by an addition
of a regiment, instead of availing themsclves of the services of
officers alrcady in the aviny, fully competent from cdueation and |
the exerciso of their profession for many years, under eircum- -
stances which would discourage most men ; again, the Jizeculive,
with a view perhaps to a reéleclion or some otlier reason which
I canneither understand wor appreeiate, officers the regiment from
civil life, with no reference whatever to the capabilities of the
persons thus sppointed, but with dircct reference to the recom-
mendations of prominent polilicians of their own party, and tho
claims of parsonal friends who wish to be provided for ; and thus
officers, who have devoted their lives to the country, expending
many years in acquiring a2 koowledpe of a profession which re-
quires Lime to master, are frequently placed under the command of -
mere adveaturers, without education or charactor ; frequently the |
black sheep of same influential political families, who are thus
provided for by their provident kinmmen, upon whom Providence
and the Fxeoutive have swiled.

Yeb notwithstanding those acts of imjustice, in themsclves |
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palpable to the most humble capacity when properly expldinéd;
I liave never hicard an officer in the army complain. Thaey havd
bacome accustomed to contumely and injustice y their past ex:
perience leads them to expent it.  One would suppose that the
Tixecutive of a great wation like our own might be free from the
influence of this petty clectioneering focling, at least when about
to leave his cxalted station and political life foreveri but, wa!
bappily, such dnes not appear to be the case; and the last Mes:
sage of the late Dresident of the United States, nenr the close of
1848, would fain give not their duc share, but aif the credit of
the brilliant vietories gained over the Mexicans, to the volun:
teers, without ailuding to the services of the regulur troops aud
officers.  This, then, is not the gratitude—republics have beer
conceded as ungratefal—but this is the justice of a republid and
ita chiof magistrate, the commander-in-chief of the armics. 1
have no wish to depreciato the services of the voluntecr traops!
on the contrary, I believe they behaved as well ag oould havo been
expecbed during the war, and to them even I would be williag to
refor the claimsa of the rogular army ; but T would inquire which
species of force have borne the brunt of all baitles in which our
troops Liave been engaged—which was the most economical to the
government at home-—which the most useful during the actitity
of a campaign, and the wonotony of a gorrison § and whicki; by
their deportment, most likely to disarm isolated resistance, and
elevate our national character, not only in the eyes of disinterestsd
foreigners, but those of our enemies? Theso questions I would
fearlessly propound to the voluntcers themselves, belicving firmiy
that men who have gallantry enough to brave the dingers of
battlo and discase, to fight their country’s battles, will also have
candor enough to acknowledgo the claima of their companions i
arma, whose gallantry and diseipline it was thoir highest ambition
to emulate. Notwithstanding our late President, my lats com:
mander-in-clief, thvows the whole ercdit of o croditable war into
the scale of our eitizen countrymen, it will not be perbaps dis-
respectiul to inquire, whero wore ths velunieer troops nt the
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battles of “ Pale Allo” and “ Resaca de la Palma 7'—baitles
which gave a preslige to the whole subsequent war. It was only
when the Mexicana bad been boaten, that enthusissm rose to its
height, and voluntcers crowded in to sharo the Inurels of the
army ou the Rio Grande. Who planned the campaign of the
Rie Grande ?—the assault of Montercy ? but an officer, whose life
had been passed in the carcer of arins; and who were the most
promigent in cxocuting his plans of attack, but the generals,
officers, and wen, whose cducation made them most competent
to understand them ? To the artillery of the regular farce, who
supplied thir want of numbers by their devoted gallantry, was
due the success of the battle of “ Butna Visla,” or “Angus-
tura.”? Tor two days the volunteers fought well, with oocasional
cxeeptions. There was an enemy in their rear, as well as in
front, which perhaps prevented those who fled from leaving
the battle-ficld eniircly ; but en the third day, when the com-
mander-in-chief wished apgnin to display his troops in line-of-
battle for o last effort, should the Mexicans again aitack them,
they could rot be brought on the fleld ; and had the contest re-
commenced, defeat, which hiad been for two days prevented by
the efforts of the 1st Artillery and heroism of the commanding
genoral, would hnve been tho inevitsble consequence. The
volunteers are said to bave been much ashamed of their deport-
mont for soma time after the battle, but fieding that publie
opinion and its newspaper exponenis bad mede them heroes,
they, in turn, aspumed the eredit of the vietory, while those who
had fought the battle wero spoedily forgotten not only by the
publis, bt by the Rxeculive, their natural protector.

At the siege of Vera Cruz, the government, instead of availing
themselves of the services of a lawyer recently travsformed into
a ganeral by executive favorilism, sent the colonel commanding
the Xogineer Corps to conduct the operations, while in all
strategical as well as tactical operations during the war, it was
the genius, knowledge, and cxperience of the educated officer
which presided ; and it was upon the regular troops that he de-
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pended, during tho protracted movements in the field, as volun-
teers, though by no means ineflicieat in the face of an enemy, ha-
come totally demoralized jn a long campaign, or when coofied
to the ordiuary routine of z garrizon.

If the subaltern officers and privates of volurtoers, who served
during the Mexican war, would not, in the event of again taking
the ficld, prefer to be commanded by officers belonging to the
regular militury establishment, who wauld ensure efficiency snd
kind treatment, rather than those scleoted from eivil life, who
have neither the tact to make the men happy and comfortable, nor
the kpowledge necessary to make them efficicnt soldiers, I am
greatly mislzken, and have been greatly deceived by the many
with whom I have conversed on the subject, '

]
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CHAPTER II.
JOURNEY TO SANTIAGO.

On about the 18th of Webruary, 1 commenced looking out for

& conveyance to Santiago, and very soon found myself surrounded
by individuals who were ambitious of the honour and profit to bo
derived from my transportalion, as three of my compapions, mer-
ohants from San Franeisco, on their way to the United States by
the steamer, liad also iniended to while away the week which yet
remained to them, by passing it in the capital of the republie. I
was under the necessity of contracting for two birlochas, as one of
theso vehicles will accommodate but two persons. After con-
siderable chaflering, the best terms I conld obtain, was at the
rate of an ounce and a half for each wchicle, being nothing more
nor less than $52 50 for tho transporting four persons a distance
of ninnty wiles, over o good road. After tho contract had been
closed, which I did ouly when I found that nothing botter could
be done, the capitaz or head man left one-fourth of an ounce
in my hands, a3 a sceurity that ho would fulil bis engagement—a
- superfloous form, as it wns too much his intorest, or that of his
employer, to suppose for a moment that he would fail in his
stipulations. On the following day, accordingly, the two birlochas
wore ot tho door of the Iotel de Muropa some time before the
appeinted hour.  An unexpected circumstanee, the atrival of an
old sad intimate friend of one of my compaunions, on his way to
California, prevented our having the pleasurc of lis society in
Bantiage, and on tho read; a circumstance which I personally
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regretted the move, as hio was nob only one of the finest apeci+
mens of the Ameriean gentleman I had met abroad, but obs’
with whom an intimate acquaintance had been the mneans of ob-

taining my warmest friendship.  Notwithstanding our disappoint-
ment, we could obtain no reduction on the part of our “capitesz,”
who insisted upon the fulilinent of the contract; so, after taking
8 kind leave of our friends, whom I was not likely to meet for
§ some timo, if over, we started from Valparaiso on our way to
§ the capital about 3 o’clock ». m., previously notifying our Wworthy’
B host, that my iwo friends would retwrn to Valparaiso, and his

house, at the cxpiration of a week. Through the strects of the!

city we proceeded at a moderate pace, and with only two hérses,
but as soon as oatside, we were joined by another peon,’nnd
borses enough to raise the whole number to twenty, for the two -

rehicles—eight for each being driven by the extra peon, while two
only were abtached to the .carriange, except in ascending a hilly

when one of the drivers, first sending the horses abead, would at-
tach an extra trace to & ring in the saddle, and assist in dragding’

us up the ascent.  As, however, this deseription may be somewhat
vbscure, I will, before procceding further, deseribe the birlocha and -

its nrrangements, external and internal, as well as it3s means
of Jocomotion. The birlocha, then, is nothing more nor less than
s rough imitation of the gig used in our own country, though pey-
haps somewhat more strongly built, and more rude in workmiuu-
ship. One horse i3 placed within the shafts, npon whom devolvas
the support of the vehicle and passengers, as woll as a large pro-

portion of the propulsive force. Another horse s atiached by a-

single trace on the left of the shaft horse, and on him is seated
the driver, who, with powerful bits, controls the movements of
both noimazls. Upon ascending a hill, however, nnd sometimes
on level ground, a third horse is attached to the velicle, by means
of a trace on the right of the shafts, which is hooked to & ritfg on

tho girth of the horse belonging to anothor peon. This trace,

when not in use, is hooked on to the gear of the shaft horse.  As
the horses would frequently live during the distance, and relays
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not being understood or adopted, ten horses are driven with cach
vehicle, two under ordinary circumstances being attached to it,
one mounted by the peon, who drives spare horses, and assists
whils ascending a bill, and seven at large. These spare horses
are substituted for those attached to the birlacha, at various
periods of the journey.

Wo wore very far from being in an amiable mood with our
conductors when starting, nor was our disposition much molli-
fied at'finding that our “ enpitaz’ had supplied the weight of our
friend, who was left in Valparaiso, by lashing behind the birlocha
a large box, which Le was doubiless conveying on freight to the
capital, and when just outside of the city, we were called upon to
pay the peage or toll for the two carriages, which wo felt well
assured, from previons inguiries, should he paid by the proprietors
of the vehicle. Against this: imposition, which was insignificant
in amount, I made a most steady stand ; but in the end, however,
it tekminated as might have heen anticipated, and wo were obliged
to satisfy the demands of the toll-gatherer, whom we had reason
to believe as great a rascal as our counductors, as he would not
decide in our favour, when the question of the payment was refer-
red to him. Leaving tho oity, we immediately commenced as-
cending the range of hills by a zigzag read, which was well con-
structed and firm, though steep,—rather too much sg, I should
suppose, to be safe for four-whecled vehicles.® From the summit,
which was garmished by divers windmills, whose enormous arms,
leisurcly revolving in the genial freshness of the constant south-
east trados, gave a vivid impression of the *“ dolce fur niente,’” wo
. had & beautiful view of the bay and eity which we had just left.

As T turned to take wy last look of the Pacific, upon whosa
bosoin, owing to the caprices of fortane, and those in authority, I

* This road was constructed by Brigadier D. Ambrose O’Higgins, of Bal-
lenar, in Ireland, who became Governor of Chili in 1788, and remained
until 1802, when he was promoted to the Vice-Royalty of Peru, then the
metrcpolls of the Spanish possessions in America. To him also is due the
carriage road frony Valparaiso fo Quillota and Aconcagua,
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Liad passed some of the most disagrecable months of wy naval
Carcer, I could still discorn the massive black hull of the old
“Iexington,” between which and myself wag comineacing a
race to Rio de Jancivo. The chances of vietory were in my
favour, as I had several days’ start, and had not more than one-
fowrth the distance to travel, while she was by no means noted
for her speed 5 lior head winds and cabms might be considered
an offset to my delays on the road.  Thoeugh T confidently antici-
pated vejoining ber ab Rio, it was not without regret [ took
what might be wy last laok of the now distant vessel, in which X
had passed some cighty pleasant days, and which contained seve-
ral gentlemen, who knew so well how to fulfil the rites of hos~
pitality, and to make o sojonruer’s time pass agreeably to bim.

In these feelings my companions sympathized, as none of -us
could part, even for a scason, from those agreeable compamons,
without feelings of %tlong regret.

The buluchm 03 of CLili are famous for (heir skill -nnd
rapidity in driving ; of this, until our arrival on the summit, we
had no specimen, as through the eity our prograss had been slow,
owing to the police regulations, and in the ascent, owing to tho
steepriess ; but the tine bad now arrived when we were to be con-
vinced that common rumour, and the opinions of travellers, had dona -
them no more thau justice,  Without stopping, the spare horse;,
which bis rider seeured by a single trace to the vehicle, to assist
in the ascent, was unhooked, aud the trace thrown over the dash-
board, while they dashed off like Bedouin horse and rider, to as-
sist in driving the spare-animals,  Meanwhile the driver was not
jdle, but plying his whip on the shaft howse, and bis spurs upon
that on which lic rede, and oceasionally by a dexterous turn of
the heel, on the flanks of the other, away we dashed st a gallop,
up and down the gentle ascents which we met afterwards, no
pity for the horscs, and no mercy for the unfortunate inmates of
the vehicle, our sole objeet Leing to retain our seats, ag a shock
might at any mowent precipitate us over the heads of the horses,
at the furious rate at which we were now travelling. Generslly

[a]
(1)
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both horses galloped, but at times only that of the rider, while
the shaft horse, which 3s sclected on aceount of Lis speed, would
only trot—on arrangement not only convenient for the heast, but
for the drivor, s on a Jong jouwrnecy, as 1 have sufficient cause
to know, the gallop is much the casiest pace of the two. Nor is
it by any means an ungraceful mode of driving, as while the
shaft horsc i3 trotting rapidly, the horse upon which the driver is
seated, is prancing by his side, somewhat after the manner of the
Ieading horse in a tandetn, the length of kis trace, and the faot
of his having but one, allowing that peculiar sidclong gait.

Owing te lhe rate of travelling, our observations on the sur-
rounding scenery were somewbat Jimited. No one ihat Iam aware
of, bns undertaken the descriptich of & country after traversing
it in tow of a locometive ; and cur rato of travelling was some-
what of tho sasme character, the deficicncy in speed being more
than compensated by tho abeolute necessity of paying constant
attention to o more important subjeet, viz., keeping our seats in
the vehicle, which was, at times, no easy matter. TPassing thoe
mills, however, “cn volant,” 1 noticed a straggling village coutain-
ing some two or three bundred inkabilants; and owing to a
glimpse obtaived of o sign in passing, was indnced to believe that
its name had some reforence to the mills above mentioned. |
saw also, in plain Tinglish, upon a sign in front of a small house
in this villnge, & broad Irish name (O'Calligan, I think), pur-
porbing that there was entertainwent for mdn and baste.  The
country over which we passed this cvening was undulating, and
though thickly inhabited, did not strike me as cither very fertile
or well culiivated, until near Casa Ilanea, where we arrived an
hour beforn simset. Lhis village, which is thirty miles distant
from Valparaiso, is, according to Wilkos, at an clevation of five
hundred and nincty-cight foel, and according to the sama authority,
contains five lundred inhabitaunts; we were informed, however,
that ib contalned more, bl as the inhabitants of Chil, in
their estimato of a town, juclude the whole municipality, I
sm inclined to adopt the estimato of Comwander Wilkes, as
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being, at least, an approximation. It is a straggling village, the
greater portion of which is on a single strcet. The houses aro
pencrally well built, each hiaving a garden atached, in which
Lombardy poplars were the most prominent production, Beforo
leaving Valparaiso, we had been rocommended to tary all night
at Casa Blanca ; and, as an additional recommendation, we werd
informed that the hotel was kept by an Englishman, to whom a
message was sent, that he might give us a good veception. Thig
arrangement, however, upon which we had determined definitive-
ly, did not accord with the arrangements of our peones, who had
made up their winds to pass the night at Curucubi, a village sbout
six hours nearer Santiago ; but afier a protracted dispute of half
an hour, which terminated cnly when I threatened to knock thn
' capitaz ¥ down, wo carried our point, and lad the vehicles
drawn within the square npen which the hotel was constructed.
Our pertinacious perscoutor then applied for money to foed his
horse, kimself, and oompanions, stating that Curuoubi was his
regular baiting-place, and that he had no authority from his mas-
ter to pass the night clsewhere. Knowing this to bo untrue, T
reminded him of the contract, which ho was so pertinacious in
exacting while in his favor; threatened to make him leave tho
freight which he had taken in lien of the passage for whith we
paid ; finally dismissed bim with whab sailors term a left-handed
llessing, and the positive nnnouncement that we would not pay
him a single cuartillo,* for cither him or his horses,—=a decision,
however, which we were induced to anodify, when our host in-
formed us that it wag by no means unfrequent for the drivers
who wero dissatisfied with their fares, to tilt them accidentally
into some diteh, hy which translation, legs, arms, &e., were fro-
quently damaged.  In carroboration, ho mentioned a recent oo-
currence, in which two Frenchwmen had been severely injured,
nor did his announccment that both © capitaz * and driver were
sent to the galleys fa the erime, cntively relieve my mind.  So,
as a sort of compromise for our own safety, and with due refer-

* A quarter of a real; three cents.
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ence to onr dignity and the inviolability of onr decisions, T sent
for the drivers, and, announcing mysslf parfectly satisfied with
theiv conduet, granted to them what we had rvefused to the
“ ¢capitaz,” for whom we did not pretend to eaneceal our disgnst,
and hinted vaguely, that if theic condnet continued to give us
satisfaction, thay might veeeive some lurther compensation.  This
was a sop to Cerberus, whiel T aninduced to believe was at least
prudent; heeause these raseals, riding themselves in perfect
safety on their horses, have an exeellent opportunity of eapsising
passengers who liave made themselves disagreeable; and unless
they have heen so imprudent as to threaten to do so beforchand,
with porfeet impuuily, as it wonld pass eurrent for one of the
accidents to which theiv rapid rate of driving renders them Jiable,
Our hotel, which, having carried our point with the ¢ Capitaz,”
and “laid out an anchov to windward? for our future sccurity,
wo lad now leisure to oxamine, was an extensive edifice, or rather
colleclion of edifices, enclosing a squarc, into which all vehicles
wero driven and left for security during the night. A large gate
opening frowmn this square lod to a court-yard, iute which the horses
were driven, and where they were fed.  All the oflices, kitclicns,
ete., belonging to a vegular fuvm-house, are upon this square,
which, while it possesses advanlages in security agaiust theft,
and compactness in the whole establishiment, has, as we had
reason lo believe, before falling asleep, certain inconvenicnecs
which would prevent our adopling it inea country infested as
Chiliy by fleas.  This is the ordinary avrangement of not only ali
the Posades, or hostelries, in Chili, but of their farm-houscs also.
Althougli wo had left a sweltering population in Valparaiso, and
though the warmest month in the yenr, the elevalion we had
attaived caused the temperature to fall far below the comfortable
poiut, as soon as the day clesed; and we were fain to imitate
some travellers wlio had arrived soon after ug on horseback, and
clueter round & really red hot stove. This pudden decrsase of
temparature appears greater than is due to clevation, and we
were assured by mine host that it was the rule and not the excep-
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tion, as we first supposed, and that a fire was kept burning in the
stove almost every night in the year.  Quar fellow travellers were
Inglish, apparently on o Saturday night and Sunday excursion ;
but thoueh evidently much at home in Case Dlanca and with
mine host and his family, with the modesty or wrogauce, which
ghall 1 call it ? of their nalion, they were careful to show ne
civility to the strangers whom civcumstances had thus thrown in
their way. We aceordingly ate onr suppers scparataly, the
whole aroup having divided into partics, whom the considerate
scrvants, cilher aware of mnational characteristics, or laving
noticed the attraction of repulsion, had placed as far distant
from ecach other as the long dining-room table would admik,  As
our host was ncither disposed o be civilnor to communicate the
local information he possessed, we had no motive after our sup-
per and cigar, to keep Inte liours and accordingly rotired across
the square to a bate-walied, unfinnished apartment, which was
destined to contain the three of us; and having in viow tho fast
that we were to start carly in the morning, wo vigorously
attempted to fall asleep, notwithstanding the practical- phleboto-
mizing to which we were immediately subjected.
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A obout half-past two in tho morning we were aroused by
our ovor-walteful peons, whom cither the cold or fleas nust Lave .
Icept slort during the night, and informed that we must dress, and
géart, so as to reach Santiagoe before the heat of the day, of which
wo had, on our own account, about as much dread as the French
philosopher who told the priest that it was useless to attempt to
frighton bim with the flames of hell while he was absolutely
freezing to death, as it was really so ocold that cur teeth chat-
tered while making our toilet and performiog adr ablations. At
length, however, wo emerged, and finding both vehieles already
in the street, wo delayed only to pay our bill to the Major Domo,
and were off at a gallop before the clocks of the establishment
had told 3 A. M. If it was cold within doors, it was infuitely
moro 8o without, as our rate of travelling, combined with a smart
broeza in onr faces, chilled us most cffectually, notwithstanding a
henvy cloth cloak which I bad taken the precaution to bring, and
with which Mr. W. and myself covercd ourselves while cowering
in n cormer of thoe vchicle, where we had retired to enjoy tho
mutual warmth arising from each other's persons. As it was for
a long time dark, we could arrive at no very definite conclusions
in regard to the couniry over which we passed so rapidly. Woe
observed only, that it was thickly populated, apparently well
cultivated and fortile, and that the roads upon which we travelled
were smooth and firm, with no considerable clevations or depres-
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gions, ag 3t followed the course of the valley of Casa Blanoca.
Bafore it was quite light we had left the valley, and attnined by
a zigrag road the summis of the Cuesta de Lapata, from whicl
we had a pretty view of the valley we had just left; although ib
was yet toa dark to derivo the greatest advantage from our fine
point of abservation.

As the temperature was still low, and the horses fresh, we
ascended the Wll aba beisk trot ; and, upon atbaining the summit,
gob off in a round gallop, which, owing to tho stecpnoss of the
road, and its height above the valley, inte which we would have
rolled, made our position less agrecable than many which may ba
imagined. The number and extreme abrupthess of the turns,
which not unfrequently Ied off from tho former course at wuch
less than a right angle, gave me a nervous feeling at each one
a3 wo approached ; and more than once, during our rapid de-
scent, did I bless the lucky thought upon which I ascted whea I
gave the drivers their suppers, and hinted a future recompense.
As things, howaver, must have an ond, so did my anxiety, and
the ascent of the hill, after which & rapid gallop of a few miles
brought us to the straggling, popfar-shaded villaga of Curuculi,
where we were to ebange horses, avd perform the more impor-
tant oporation of breakfasting.

The posada was nearly similar to the last, while t}m food and
infernal arrangemoiit was mora deoidediy Chilian,  Qur new hoat,
however, was not a Chilian, but an old Spaniard, and, as he in-

- formed me, a naval ofliecr in the Spanish scrvice during the reign
of Ferdinand VII. The prejudices of our host against Chili,
and in favour of Spain, were strong, even after twonty years® hos-
pitality on the part of the former governmens, nnd utter neglect
and wanb of prateeiion from the labier ; yeb he had adopted the
Chilian style of coeking in all its ramifieations, Qur breakfast,
in consequenee, consisted of the invariable caswila (home-made),
of which, as the reader wiil bo obliged to cab frequently, if he in-
tends to accompany me in my journeys, he may ba allawed to
understzod the ingredients. Tho casuila, then, is nothing more
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or loss than chicken, or chickens, divided into all the fractional
parts which the distribution of joints and sutures may permit,
hoiled with salt, ChLili pepper, and any vegetables which may he
ab hand, awl served up in its own gravy.  Though not rich or
delieate, it is far from unpalatable, espeeially as ik is genernlly—
ab least so T found jt, spiced with hunger, produced by a lung
fast and exercise.

As the clickens, upon which we were destined ta breaklast,
were sadisfying their own appatites when we arvived, of conrse
some time had to clapse before our vopust was ready ; which time
we divided between the very pretly and well-ierignted garden, the
prelty danghter of our host, and Lis own long stories relative to
the fudis of the Chilians, and the virtues, as well as magnifi-
eenee, of his own country.

It is & somcwhat ewions fuct, and one which our countrymen
might do well to bear in mind, while wiithing under the abuse,
desarved ov not, of the Buglish tourists, whe have dono us the
honour to gain money at owr expense, by prndeving to the viclous
prejudices of their own countrymen, that we are, In this respeet,
by no mcans exceptions to the rule, as the old Spanizrd—as in
the case of owr host—will invariably inform the stranger, with
much sedi-gratulaiion, that £eis not Chilian, not an Argentine, nor
a metber of any olher republic of Spanixh erigin, in which yon
may wmeeb him, bub that he is an *“old Spaniard.”® The Porta-
guese in Brazil also will, alter depreciuling to strangers the na-
tion whose lwospitality he enjoys in all its vamificalions, announce
with a self-sutisficd air, that ho is fromn Lisbon, Oporto, T'ras-
montes, or some other portion of the meost contemptible eountry
boasting civilization. There is nothing move common, and ap-
parcutly more nataral, than to fiml fault with a country in which
we reside, and draw unfavourable comparisous between it—having
all its faults hefore our eyes—and our own, whose faunlts are
softencd by distance.  QOFf this I remember what T could not,
wilh my feelings on the suljeet, but consider as a remarkable in-
stance. It wag in Rio de Janeivo, jn 1842, I having heen de-
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tained Inte in the theatre, found mysell locked ont upon my re”
tirn, and not knowine how to obtain cntrance, wandvred about
the streets for some Lime, with a strong iden of putting myself
under {he charge of the guard, in erder to sceure a night’s rest
under cover, 1 was not, however, drivon to this cxtremity, as
meeling a stranger, and anneuncing to him my situation, inquir-
ing how it might he remedied, he informed me, that he knew of
no hotel which would admit me at that time of night, but that
he was himseli in the sawe entegory, and hoped to obtaib a bed
by waking a friend in the neighbourhoold—in which case a shake-
down conld he also provided forme. We wero not disappointed, ag
his friend willingly concoded us o portion of his accommodations,
making for me a tolerable camp-bed in his shop, and shariog lis
own bed with bis friend. A bottle of wine was also produced ;
and T was oxhorled to make myself perfectly eomfortable, and
not to have any fear, ag they wore %ol DBrazilians, bud Nalians.
If T had been at all fearful before, which I was not, this an-
nonncement, made with mueh self-satisfaction, would bave beon
for from re-assuring me, as my cstimale of Italians was not very
high 3 and T presume that assassinations nnd robbories, in almost
every state in that peninsula, are as ten to ono compared with
Brazil, in the ratio of the population. One of my entertainers
proved to be a sign-painter, and the other & horse-jockey ; and
from the morning that I parted from them T saw them no more,
a8 the former changed his residence; but I freduently thought
of the circumstance, ag illustrative of that particular modi-
fication assumed by our national pride, whilo we are nbroad, and
the disposition shown by a foreigner upon mecting another, aven
though belonging to a differont, and perhaps antagonistic nation,
to abuse the country in which he resides, and moro especially

when himself a native of o country of which his residenco was
formerly a colonial possession.

At length otin breakfust was prepared, caten, snd palti for,
when we took leave of our host, whose enduring patriotism and

long stories of the arsenals at Scville, Barcclona, and Carthi-
g%
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gona, had rather disgusted me. I thought the former wmis-
placed, believing that a man ewes allegiance not so much to the
country which accidentally gave him bicth as that which pro-
tects him in his lawful iodustry, and enables him to fulfil the
purposes af creation by rearing his family in comfort ; while his
stories relative to the latter I did not believe, although prepared
to credit much in favour of those once wonderful dock-yards. As
we had now fresh horses, we travelled rapidly, emerging at a dash-
ing gallop from the village of , and  keeping the same pace
a3 we followed this walley, which resembles that of Casa Blanca,
toward the Cuesta del Prade, a very considerable hill, which we
lad yet to traverse liefore reaching the valley in which Santiago
is situated. The scenery in this valley was pretty ; and the
abrupiness with which the hills on either side rose from the
plain, aro strongly corroborative of the theory of Darwin and
othors, that theso valleys, notwithstanding their great elevation
above tho sen, were bencath its waters within s recent geological
period. '

Tho country over which we now passed was thickly settled and
woll oultivated, snd, it being Sunday, many prrties, male and
female, were met on horseback in their Lest bibs aml tuekers,
evidently enjoying their holiday by paying visits to their neigh-
bours and friends. DBoth males and females rode well ; and many
of the lattor guasifas, ng they term country girls, were quito
pretty, and with a good healthy colour on their checks, heightencd,
in many ceges, by the effeet of the sun, which showed that the
Chilian females are not excused entirely from labour pertaining in
gome countries exclusively to the other sex. I observed farther
—and the same remark will apply to all the Argentine provinees
which I traversed—that the women invariably use a side-snddle.
In this respect it is very different in DBrazil, whero the women
ride almost invariably ‘ en cavalier,” after the manner of the
women in France at the epoch of Goldsmith’s Chinese traveller.
I cannot, perhaps, on account of early prejudices, bub look back
upon this as an adyance in civilization on the part of Chilians and
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Argentines 3 nor do I consider this improvement, at least in

Shili, as due to the example of foreigners, as I saw many of & con-
siruction without a parallcl in Burope, and so ancient in style,
that onc could casily belicve them contemporatics of Pedro de
Valdina, the conquestador.  Iew vehicles were met during our
jouwrnay, except tvo-wheeled ox-earts, on their way to eed from
Valparaiso, laden with the productions of the country for expor-
tation, or foreign goods for the conswmption of the interior.
They are massive, awkward affairs, with little or ao iron in their
construction—a faet observable at a distauce, as the creaking of
the wheels upon the axles marks the absence alike of that material
and of grease, which would heasurably modify this ear-piercing
sound. The cargo contained, i3 seeured from tho weather by a
roof of cither hides or thatch, on which is sccured the hay or
forage intended for tho avimals during their journey. The
drivors are cither on foob ov on horscback, armed with s goad,
The team cousists of six oxen under ordinary circumstances;
but they ave almost invarizbly accompanicd by a socoad team,
as a relief, which assists iu ascending the hills,  All these oxen
are yoked by tho horns, instead of bearing a yoke over the neck,
28 with us—a system not without its advantages, as it onables
the animal 4o exert bis whole strength without pain or injury to
his shoulders. When not required for draught, the spare teams,
with their yokes, traces, and all their aimple haroess in ity placs,
are securod finmly to the fail of the cart, in which position thoy
render good service in holding back, while zscending a hill—~thus
supplying the place of locks to wheels, a contrivance unknown in
Chili, it being, as is well kuowa to the practical, the “ nature of
the beast fo hold back” when secured in this menner, with the
further advantageons peculiarity of holding back the harder the
faster he may be dragged by the vehiele.  Whether this arrange-
ment is intended or aceidental I did not learn; but, be it as it
may, it certainly answers that desivable end. It was afier ten
A. M., when wo commenced the ascent of the Cuesta del Prado,
and it wes then we found owr driver’s predictions by no means an
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exaggeration, ag it was julensely hoty and the air, filled with fine
dust, made respiration pammful and diffienlt. The ascent iwas
slow and extremely tedicus ; the road, consisting of zigraxs,
which appeared almost ismunerable.® A thines, however, have
au end, and we finally found onrselves at the swmmit, rewarded
with & beantiful view af the fortile valley which we had just laft,
studded with ifs groves and well cultivated ficlds s the deep yel-
fow of ke yipe grain on the latter forimmg o pleasing contrash
with the bright green of the Yombandy paplars; clustering along
the road, and fiequently forming avenues of greal lenath, reach-
ing 1o the farm-houses, which accupy a ecntial position,  On the
other side o view wus more exfended, and with move of gran-
dewr, mingled with the quict, rnral beawty af the valley we had
left, and which is so chareferisiic of a Chilian landseape.

In the view now opeued to us from the summit of Cuesta del
Prado, which is clevated 2394 fect above sea-level, we had
the immense basin or valley of Sautingo, enclosed on all sides
save one Dy Dills of considerable clevation rvising abroptly like
islands out of the sea, there being no debris to give to them a
gradual slope. Bounding the castern side of this valley was tho
majestic Andes, standing like an inpeactrable harrier, beyond
whieh man should not pass. Peaks of the range appeared to
plerce the heavens, rising to tho height of wore than 23,000 feet,
and were covered, for half their height, by a perpetual garment
of snow, which may, for aught we know to tho contrary, have
been the result of the fivst snow-storm which fell in this region
aftor the Deluge ; for although judging Dy our own experience
in temperate climates, we arc given to consider this metcor ag
perislinble and femporary, coming and going like our swmmer
buds; but in inverse order, here it is as imperishable and perma-
nent a3 the rocks upon whioh ib rests. Nor was this valley want-
ing in the less imposing, though mwore pleasing, requisites for a

* The_ number of zigzags, or caracels, as they are called in Chili, is said
to be ninety on the west side of the hill. T did not count them, but can
easily credit the stafement.



SANTTAGO. 49
view of rural scemery, as, like that which we had just traversed,
its surface was clothed with the green and yellow of groves,
meadows, and the ripened grain,  Our ablention, however, was
soan rocalled, at least measuvably, from this fairy scene to the
realities of life; ag illustrted by down-hill travelling in Chili.
The road on this slope differed eonsiderably in congtruction from
that which we had just azcended, as, owing to the peouliar con-
formation of the bill, it reqnived fewer zigzags, and fellowed for
the most part a spur of the hill; having the bank on one side,
- apd a preeipiee on the other.  Whethor its slope was in reality
greater han that on the other side, which Tam inclived to be-
lieve, or whether it appeared so becanse we had a Iarge con-
tinwous extent in view at the same moment, it presented a very
formidable appearance ; and 3 was difficult to conoceivo how horses
und carviage, after obtaining an impetus in the firat descent,
could possibly step before reaching the plain below,  As usual,
at the summit, the spare horse was untraced, and we commenced
our rapid descont; but our shafi-horse, which I afterwards
learned upon particolar inquiry was new and unaceustomed to
havuess, Deeame fractious as soon as the spare horse was taken
away from his sight.  The first zigaag was suceessfully turned,
but at the sccond he forced the driver and his horse so near the
precipice, that nothing but reining up prevented a visit fo the
valley, some nine hundred feet below. Quiding the horses info
the niiddle of the road, we again staried to accomplish another
zigiag ; at the termination of which the same secene was re-
peated, and a sudden draw-up only saved us. Although some-
what alarmed by the pranks of this horse I did not wish to dis-
play wmy anxicty, but when the same trick was repeated at the
third tarn, and the wheel brought within a foot of the precipice,
I juniped out, advising my fricud to follow my example, as with
sn wnbroken horee therc could be no safely, and wo had nét even
the satisfaction of feeling that tiie driver must share our fate,
28 he being on horseback would probably cscape. My friend
maturely considered the matter, bub, having a new pair of glazed
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boots ran the risk of breaking his neck ratlier than that of spoil-
ing, Liis boots, although he acknowledged biwself in great bodily
fear. After walking half a mile, the descent having beeoms
more gradual, and the horse somewhat more docile, I took my
seat aud proceeded safely to the foot of the hill.  One advantage
ab least I derived from disinonnting, as [ discovered the singalar
contrivance by which the dvivers lock the ecarringe in the deo-
seent,  The vider of the spare lorse had uneoiled the lasso at
his saddle-bow, and fastening it around the axle of the birlocha,
it was his duty, and that of the hovse, to hold back ab steep de-
scents and sadden twrns. Ounce at the foot, however, we were
safe, and had n rapid transit over a beantifyl and level road,
through a highly cultivated champaign country, until cur arrival
at Santiago,

Approaching in this direetion, the capital of Cliili presents any-
thing but an imposing appearance, a9 it is sereened by numerous
trees, and the mean mbd-dwellings which are characteristic of
this suburb; but, as we advanced, we found the architecturo
gradually improving, until finally we stopped before a large and
handsome buildiog, which the aunouncement of our drivers, and
that of the sign upon the corner, convinced us was the present
terminug of our journey—the “ Hotel Ingles,’’ or English Iotel.
Its appellation and frequent advertisements, which we had scen
in our vernacular, had induced us to expect English proprietors,
Euglish style and servantg; but iaall this we were destined to
bo disappointed, a8 we ourselves spoke all tho Tuglish which
wag spolen in the house. All the internal arrangements were
essentinlly Freuch, as was the cooking and style of service; and
why it wag called the English Ilotcl I was never enabled to learn,
unless it was in a spirib of contradietion, because there was
nothing Buoglish about it. As the edifice, however, was one of
the fincst in the eity, the rooms unexcepiionable, the table well
supplied, the socicty select, and finding » strong disposition on
the part of our host to make us comfortable, we contented our-
solves without being too particular in our inquiries as to the origin

-
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of the name. The dining hour was three, that for breakfash be-
Lwcen nine and twelve, and toa botween certain hours during the
evening, the limits of which T nover defined during my stdy.
Altogether the English Hotel was so far uncxeeptionable that 1
should establish mysolf there, should I ever return, in prefetence
to risking a new hotel of which T had no knowledge. Afier din-
ner we sct out to visit some of the lions of the eity, The famous
Alemeda or Cafiada,* as it is termed, certainly merits its
celebrity.  Tts whole extent I should judge to o more thana
mile immediately through the heart of the eity. The width of
the prineipal promenade is about forty yards, enclosed by stately
poplars, planted on a straight line with mathematical precision.
Outside this, the principal dvenace, there are two others marrowor
than the first, and like it, onclosed by poplars, while outside of
all, on either side of the Alemoda, rups a rapid stream, lacking
purity and clearness only Lo be beautiful, and which, as it is but
a short distance from its snowy origin in the mountains, cam-
binod with the shade, renders the air cool and rofreshing.  Inthe
main aveuue seats of masonry are placed at equal distances for
the benefit of the fashionable evening loungers of Santiago.
When the picturesque Alemeda is erowded by the beauty and
fashion of not only Santiago but Chili, I can searcely imagine a
more pleasant promenade ; but such; uafortunately, was not the
casc upon the occasion of our visit, asia this eapital, like many
others, it is not thought fashionable to remain in town duaring
summer, and those who can afford it repair to the const for
sea-bathing, or fo their estates in the country; and it is said that
those who cannot afford the former, and do not possess the labter,
shut nu theic nouses, and feign tho enjoymont of 2 luxury be-
yond their meang or inclinations. As such innocent deceptlions
arc practised elsswhere, it would not be at all surprising that
they should be practised in Santiago ; and that they are, I waa
nssurcd by scveral respectable natives, whose official position re-

* Cafiada Yiterally signifies a glen, and this appellation is by no means
inappropriate, although situated near the Leart of a larga capital.
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tained them in the city. Theve was certainly a great dearth of

female soeicty visible in the eapital; and if I have not deseribed
the fuir Clilians the reader must atéribute it 4o this cause, that |

have secu fow to describe. The oceasional stragglers we met

appeared, like ourselves, strangers who had come to the famons
Alewcda only from motives of curiosity.



CIHAPTER V.
SAVTIATO.

Wg rose eavly in the worning of the 26th, and with the zen
of new arrivals, sct out to visit Santa Luzia, a fort situnted on a
rocky eminence, in the cenbre of the eapital, from the battlements
of which we anticipated a fine vicw of the city and its environs.

We had not been wisinformed, and weve not disappointed, as
the whole c¢ity of Santiago was laid out like a map before our
eyes.

Tis tiled houses contrasting with the folizge of the numerous
gardens, its numerons spires, and continued line of greenm, which
marked the position of the Alemeda and the Taja Mar, was in
itsclf a beautiful picture ; while the ornamental cottages, on the
ofhier side of the river,approached by long avenues of poplars,
sucrounded Dy grassy lawns, and embowered in the richest foliage,
presented a sconc of suburban beauty which I have seldom scen
cqualled, and never surpassed. '

But that which most pleased me, was the beauty of the sut-
rounding fertile and highly cultivated plain, of which wo had a
most advantageous view from this point. Such views reminded
me of the more cultivated portions of my own country, and
recalied to my mind a period, before my wanderings over the
ocean had coramenced, when I lived guietly, and in seclusion,
wpon 2 farm, fur from the stir and Lustle of the world, and of the
highly wrought thongh beautiful deseriptions of yural life in the
Eaglish elassios, which then entranced my youthful imagination
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and loft upon my memory an impression as indeliblo as it was
pleasing.

Such scenes of fertility and carcful cultivation are rave in
South America, and are, indeed, seldom met with out of Kurope;
and it is on account of this, the least unpretending featuve of a
landscape, that 1 prefer Chili, aud Chilian seenery, to that of any
country in which I have sojourned, while absent from my own.

As far as the eye could reach in twe divections, exteuded a
Iovel plain, every portion of which was i the lighoest state of
cultivation, Flere was a farm-house, peering from among the
ornamental trees Ly which it was swrrounded, and with a long
avenue of poplurs, by which its approach was marked ; there, was
an extensive wncadow, covered by lowing herds, and contrasting
its bright green with the light yellew of the fields, whero the
husbandwan was collecting and stoving big ripened grain.  The
whole valley was care(ully and skilfully irrigated, and impressed
upon our minds the ideas of industry, wealth, and happiness.
Nor was the grand and sublime wanting in the landscape ; and
we lad thus at our feet, 2 large and prosperous city ; near us,
suburban laxory and taste; and in all direetions around us, 3
beautiful champaign country, whose quict and repose could not
but delight the mind at peace with itself, with nature, and man-
kind ; ‘while above all, at tho distance of some fifteen miles,
frowned tho. colossal Cordillera, its svowy summits glistening in
the rays of the same sun which ripened Lhe fruils of the carth in
all divections.

Tho fort, which still exists on Sants Luzias, is neither remark-
ablo for extent, nor for perfection in military architecture. It
consists solely of a flagged ¢¢ terréplein,” and a parapet, with its
battery of seven light guns * en barbefte.”

Its position would mako it formidable only #o the eity; and
alilough we were informed that it had been crcofed in former
times, a3 a dofence aguinst the Indians, it has doubtless been kept
in repair for the purpose of overawing the capilal, which conld
bo advantageously battered by its artillery. The guns werc old,
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and mounted on superannuated carringes, and ils garrizon
appeared to consist of the rapidly increasing family of the man
who had it in charge.

One thing, llowever, in this fort, struck us as new aad peculiar,
which was an arrangement, by which tho rays of thic sun at mid-
day, converged by a convex Jens placed in a bex, communicating
with o tube containing gunpowder, fired a gun to inform the inha-
bitants of tho castle of the hour of noon.

The gun being loaded immediately after its discharge, requires
no further care until discharged again, as the powder 1 the train
and priming is g0 sccurcd as not to deteriorate from the effects
of thc weather.

And thas, every day that the sun shives with sufficient power
at the meridian passage, the apparent noon iz loudly proelatmed
to the good citizens, the greater number of whom, I doubt not,
consider its announcemcnt infullible, although the knowiug ones
are aware that the sun, notwithstanding Virgil's first Greorgic,

“ Above the rest, the sun who never lies,”

can be right but twice during the year¥

We availed ourselves of the sawe morning o visit some of the
churches, which are always open at an early hour, but found fow
remarkable for tho architectural taste displayed in theitr con-
struction, though rich in their internal decorations, much gold
oand silver being lavished on their altar-pieces, most of which are
claborately carved and gilded. ¥

* As a branch of our National Observalory has been recently established
in Santiago, the announcentents of the gun will lose their reputed infallibility.
I, however, the Olservatory should fail in arousing the people to the dis-
tinction between apparent and mean time, the gun and the chronometer, an
invasion of Yankee clockmalkers wili apeedily econsummate {he work. No
pnint iz so remate in these days of progress,as to afford s refuge for the
pleasing delusion of ignorance.

t The Catholie religion certainly produces one practical advantage fo the
devout, by encevraging early rising ; the Mahometan, nlso, when the Muezzim
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The Cathedral, which forms one side of the Greand Plaz, iy,
‘however, an exeeption to the first remark, as its vchmcium,
though massive and heavy, is imposing, and in my opinion, well
adapted for the purpose intended. The material of which it is
composed i3 porphyry, and its internal architecture is as fine as
anything 1 have scen.

Though enorntous in extent, compared with the charches of
our couniry, it is not so large as the Cathedral in Lima, whicl,
however, it exeels {n solidily and chastoness of style.  The name
of the architect of this very creditable work, U did not learn,
but the plan of the frontispiceo was made by an Ttalian engineer,
Joaquin de Ias W'uescas, whoe planned and constructed the _Miut,
and planned mest of the architectnral ovnanents of the capital,

IHaving returncd frem our visib to Santa Tuzia and the
churches, we took n late breakfast, after which we ealled upon the
Chargé des Affaires of the United Stales, to whose politoness and
hospitality, and that of his amiable and accomplished lady (a fair
Chilian), wo were much indebted during our stay.

After this first zealous effort at sight-secing, we resicd from our
labours, and I must confoss that afterwards, in the enjoyment of
this pleasant capital, and In the society of our nawerous acquain-
tance, there was so little method in our investigations, that they
will not bear to he submitted to the severe ordeal of journalism ;
and I will, for this reason, compress the informalion we obtained
into this and the following chapters, without reforence to date, or
to the mode and manner in which it was obtained. ‘

Santingo las been for a long time, and I belicve justly,
esteemed as the mwost beantiful Sonth Ameriean ocapital—a dis-
tinetion which it owes in a high degree to its position, and the
beauty of the surrounding country. It is regularly laid out, and

calls the faithful to prayeis at sunrise, with the waris, ¥ God is great,” ¥ God
is great,” “Come to prayers,’ “ Prayer is better than sleep.” The pow-
erful influence of the Propbet over his fellowers is most filly evidenced by
the fact that he convinced thewn of the truthof this last dogma, which would
prove a shibboleth to most drowsy and comfort-loving Christians.
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the streets sufficiently wide for comfort and convenicnee, and is
well paved with small rounded stoues or pebbles. The housed,
whicl are for the mast part of adabe, or large sun-dried bricks; 3o
nuch used in Seuth Ameriea, selilom cxeecd one story io height,
which ensures grenter safety during the frequent earthquakes.
The roofs arve tiled, while the interior arvangement is that derived
by the Spamiards from the Moorg, an open and ornamental court-
}-:1111 in the centre, enclosed by the various apartments, Tlhe
enfrance to this court, in the houses of the wealthy, is by a
“porto cochére,’® while thal to the humbler sort ig through the
“gatn,”? or principal apartment. ‘The Mint, which was erected
in 1787, during the adninigtration of Don Ambrosio de Benavides,
occupics a whole square, and is deservedly csteemed the architec-
taral ornament of the eapital.  Its machinery--ncoording to the
report of a commission appointed by the Minister of Winance, in
1848, to cxawine critically into its comlition—is antique and
ineficient,

In relabivn to this subject, the comwissioners siate that the
establishment has three fly-presses, antique in style, and imperfect
from eontinved use—elective in power, and slow in theit opera-
tion. Ifor the eoining of ounces and dollars, six men are required
to manage cach of them, while two are suflicient to coin peselas
(20 cont picces). Jach press will coin from 21 to 24 pesetas id
a minute, and only 15 or 16 cunces in the same interval: - They
state further, thai the Improved French press, which had been
provided by the government, was uiterly useless, for want of a
good mechanic to repaiv it. New furnaces, and presses of a simple
construction, sic recommended by the commission, who cobsider
the employment of a working stean engine, and ithe most
improved press, as loo expensive, and too liable to disarrangement;
for the existing state of the inances, and the mechanic arts in thé
country. The danger of a large steam engine is also considered
by the commission abjectionable, wnless some  gkilful foreign
mechanic jg employed to take charge of it, especially as the
government offices and avchives are in the same edifice,
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A re-organization of the administrative depariment, and the
adoption of the systen in force in the Mint in Philadelphia, is
niso advised.

The other public buildings of most importanse are the
Tresidential Palace, formerly oceupicd by the Royal (Governors,
the Cabildo, and the Muscum, all of which are respectable, but
not remarkable for size ur architeclure.

The river Maypocho, which traverses the confinos of the city,
is, properly speaking, a mountnin torrent, inconsiderable as a
river, sxcept during the freshets. At the time of my visit, the
quantity of watcr in its bed wounld warrand the appellation of 2
large will-stream, which indeed it is, supplying the reotive power
to several fine flour-mills, some of which arc owned by Awmeri-
cans, in the immediate vieinity of Santiago. Tt is traversed by
two bridges—onc quite modern, of woed, and the other of atone—
eounstructed by D. Luis Manuel Tafartu, during the administration
of Don Augustin Jaraque, hetween the years 1780 and '87.

Iu cooncetion with the Maypocho is found the Taja Mar, ov
brork-water, one of the most cxtensive constructions of the
eapital, which was raiscd by O’Higgins, in aboub 1791, to prevent
the overflow of the river, which a few years before had inundated,
and destroyed a large portion of the northern part of the cily.
Itz use is the same os that of the levees on the bauks of tho
Mississippi, but it is handsomely constructed of stonc in such a
menner as to forin o fine promenade, with an esplanade in front,
planted with poplara. The Museum, though au uopretendiog

. edifice, containg a fine collection of all branches of Natural
History, and especially a good cabinet of mincrals. Some
monstrosities, thongh certainly curious, might bo transforred fo
an anntomical collcetion withowut detriment to the Museum, which
being open to the public, is doubtiess visited by many females and |
young persons, whose sensibilitias ought no$ to be shocked by the
sight of such abjects.

The wall of the prineipal saloon is ornamented by the shield -
containing the single star of the Republic, supported by s stuffed
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condor on one side, and a quadruped on the other, in imitation of
the national coat of arms. The latter, which is about the size
of = deer, is believed to be extinet, and some naturalists bave
even considered it fabulous. I mention the fact of the existence
of this specimen, to convinoe the incyedulous, and to point out
{he opportunity for an investigation.

The theatre, which I attended regularly during my stay, is
small, somewlat out of repair, and does not ecompare fa?Durai)]y
with that of Valparaiso, where the influx of strangers affords
means of supporiing a more extensive establishment, The per-
formance, however, was always respectable, and the * ballet
corps” remarkably good, as almost Javaviably oceurs where there
is a Spanish audience and Spavish performers. 1 witnessed the
representation of o nalional drama founded upon the Chilian
campaign in Peru, in 1839, and terminating with the decisive
battle of Yungai.

The theatre being erowded to excess, prevented my having an
opportunity to jndge of the merits of the picee, which, to say the
truth, * smelt in my nostrils somewhat too strong of guopowder ;7
but ene, and T believe the most pleasing feature of the play, did
not eniirely escape me. A vivandiére, finding s battalion
of her countrynien retreating under the fire of the battories of
the Peruvians, scized the sword of a dying officer, placed hergelf
at its head, and followed by the iroops, whom she effectually
rallied, carried the position. This cireumstance is historical, and
the heroine of the play, Sergeant Candalaria, who has rank, and
pay or pension ia the Chilian army, was said to be present at the
performance.

The enthusiastic reception of this play by a large audience,
displayed the patriotism and military bias of the people, the
existence of which has been elearly proved in the history of the
- tepublie.  As in Valparaiso, the upper tier of seats was ocoupied
by females, an advaneement in the refinements of olvilization
which I have not elsewberc obsorved in South America, and
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which brings Chili up to eur own practical standard of the pro-
prictics of life.

Among the acquainianees whom we were so fortunato as to
make dwring our slay, was a captain in the general staffy {hrough
whose instrumentality we obtained pernission to visit the arsenal,
wiich has been established in the artiflery barracks, within {he
city. It contained about (ifty thousaud stand of arms, admirally
Jopt, and tastefully disposed. Inartillery alone, they were some-
what defioicat; but it appeas from the report of the minister of
wyar, which will ba hereaftor disenssed; that mensures have been
takeu to supply this deficiency, ‘

In hotels, the city is by no means deficient, as it has two of
the first class, which are safficieut to accommodate the travels
lers who find their way Lo an interior city, with little commerce—~—
the Hotel Fongles, in whicli we were donsiciled, and the Totel de
Chili,  The Jatter is alse a great resort for the fashionablle, whe
at certain scasous repaiv to it fur the purpose of eating ices made
from the snow which isamply supplied by the neighbouring moug-
tains.

My visit being made near midswumer, the fashionable were
generally absent from the city, at the springs, at the seaside, and
on their estales, which prevents wy giving a deseription of the
gecicty of the capital. 1 conseled wyscll, however, for this de-
privation, amd the reader may zafely follow iy example, by (he
reflection of Goldsmith in bis Chineso lIotters, *'That the wise
are polito all the world over.,””  Judging from my previous experi-
ence, I should have expeeted to meet a xefined and agrecable
people, as 1 have fonnd the educated elasses in all parts of the
world I bave yeot visited. As far as goncral worality is con-
corned, Santiago is; I presume, little better or worse than other
citics of ils class, and I certainly saw nothing which would war-
vant the severe strictures of Sir Irancis Head. ¢ The lower
rooms” (he says, speaking of women of 2 certain ¢lass) ‘‘of
tho most respectable houses are let fo them, and it is really




SANTIAGO, 6i

shocking beyond description, to sec them sitting ab their doots,
with a candle i the back part of the room, burning before sacred
pictures and images.’”’  That such persons are by no means rare,
is true, but they are certainly respectable, cobsidering their
position, and never fall so low as those of Englandand the United
States. I fact they are by no means held to he so degraded in
Spanish or Portuguese countries generally, as o some thers;
and & woman, who through want or civewmstanees may have lost
her virtue, does not hecome utterly abandoued, and still retaing a
cerbain amount of sclf-respeet and oulward respectability.

While this class of poople exists, which they have doue through
all ages, sinee the capture of Jericho atb least, ik is questionable
whether the coarse parsued towards them by the religious
teachers, and by the public at larre in Catlolic countries, is nat
preferable to that of our own, by which, to discouatenance vice of
ana kind, those who are guilty of itare driven to every to hor erime
in the ealendae.

The markets of the city are well supplied, and held in open
spaces, where each vendor crects his tomporary screen, or tent, to
protect himself and articles of sale from the sun.  The beef is ex-
callent, as are also the garden vegetables; while the fraits peculiar
to & temperate climate, especially the strawberries, are justly
celebrated. _

ITorses and mules, many of which arve brought from the exten-
sive plaing o the Argentine provinces, are cheap aud abundant,
the usual price for ordinary animals varying from seventeen to
twenty dollars,  Ior two mules which I purchased, I paid fifty-
four dollars, but have every reason to believe myself cheated, tho
vendor bLaving fulfilled tho letter rather than the spirit of the
saered text, I was a stranger,” &e., &o. The horses in Chili
are remarkably well broken, and when mounted, are kept under
admirable control by their dexterous riders, who perhaps excel
any horsemen in South America, even the daring guachos of the
Buacnos Ayrian plains, who pass their lives on horscback. Tho
distinguished Finglish savan, Darwin, states in Lis journal of a

4
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natoralist, that among other feats of rhorscm:mship, he saw a
Chilisn gallop iu a circle so small, that he kept his finger always
ou i post in the eenire; and then suddenly reining up his horse,
ke performed, a dewivolte, shilting his finger at the same time, and
continued his carcer around the post in the opposite dircetion.
This identieal fent, which displays most clearly the traiving of the
horse, T have never scen, but I have witnesscd others so remak-
able, ng to prepare mo to beliove almost any thing which may be
narrated of the traimed Chilian horse and his fearless rider.  As
an evidence of the esteem in which the guasos are held as horse
tramers by their transmontane neighbors the guachos, [ may
mention that horses are frequently sent to Chili from Mendaosa fo
bo broken, and Chilian labourcrs ave always employed for this
purpose, when it is possible fo obtain them, even by the guachos
themselves,

For breaking in a wild horse which lhas naver boen bitted, the
rough and crucl method pursucd by the gnacho may be the most
cffeetive ; but for hisporfect training, 1 have met no one who will
compare with the guaso.”

The police of the eapital, horse and foot, is under the same or-
ganization as that of Valparajso, and appears to be admirably
regulated. I never saw an instance of any disovder in the sbrect,
nor any rudeness on the part of the police, but on the contrary
fonud them obliging and polite, especially so to strangers.

With the execption of the theatre, already alluded to, there ap-
pear to be few public amusements. That which sces to find
most favor with the common people is dancing.  With wy two

companions, and a Chilian officer, I attended a karana, a species of
fandango, where we passed an agrecable cvening. The music

#% Inthe narrative of the United States Exploring Expedition, the country
neople of Chili are called guachos. instead of guasos. This is an error. 1
am not aware of the derivation of either word, but in use they are kept per-
feelly distinet, as appellalions of very diflerent classesof people. The guacho
ol the plains i3 a herdsman, holding all maneal labour as beneath him; -
while 1he Chilian guaso is a peasant of any kind, and may b ea farm
fahourer, or & miner, as well ay a herdsman.
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was o harp and a couple of guitars, the daucing good, and the
dances characteristie, and unlike the unmeaning quadrilles, &e.,
&e., which distinguish the terpsichorean art in more highly re-
fined communitics. Although the party, especially the fomales,
were by no means the most respectable, there was uo indecorum ;
while to ns, 15 styongers, every atiention and civility was shown
by all present.

During owr stay [ made an excursion through the subwrb on
the oppasite side of the river, in company with one of the Eura-
pean Consuls from Vaiparaiso, and found that its beauty, when
nearly appreached, excoeded our anticipations, formed from the
glimpse whicl we obtained from Santa Luzia.  After passing tho
river we 1ode about two miles throngh a beantiful avenue of pop-
Iars, whieh were planted so closely as to form a complete hedge,
aml passed mumberless smaller avennes leading to coltages,
which were gencrally some distance from the main road, and in
(he centre of ornamental grounds.

These cottages were generally of frame, painted whike, and fre-
quently su cutbowered in the folinge of the surrounding trees ag to
be searce visible from the road.  In the case of one, pertaining to
a wealthy and hospitable countryman, which I visited, I observed
that the kitchen and oubhiouses were separated from the main
luilding, aud so well coneealed by shrubbery as to pass unob-
served, nutil attention was especially called to them—an arrango-
mwenb which found much favour in my cyes, as it dounbtless will in
all those wlio have, in the course of dining out in subuchan cot-
lages, lad their appetites destroyed by the fumes of a din~
ner, long befove it was brought wpon tho table. After owr
retuvn from this excursion, T concluded that though the vicinity
of Rio dv Janeiro was uncqualled in its combipation of the sub-
Jime and beautiful, there was a quiet and unpretending beauty
in these suburbs, which addressed itself more dircetly to the
heart; and that ““love in a cottage,” so much Janded by pocts,
sod so much ridiculed by the erities, could not but be desirable, if
that cotlage were onc of these which I saw in the neighbourhood
of Santiago.



CHAPTER VI

CARLY MISTORY OoF CNLLL

Ciirt was discovered by adventurers from PPern, where the
Spaniards first oblained intelligence of the existence of the rich and
fertile country of that mawme, lying to tho sewth, a portion of
which, it wonld appear, had formerly "becn conquered by the
armics of the Ineas, and with which a partial eommunication had
been kept up, by means of the great military road extending
southerly from Cugeo.

The history of the Peruvian conquest is fureign to the subjeet
under ceusideration, ag are also the causes which led to the
Expedition of Almagro. 13oth have been placed within the reach
of the Itnglish reader, in Mr. Prescott’s claborate and classieal
% Conquest of Perw.” It will bo therefore sullicient to rewnark,
that after the supreme command had been bestowed upon
Francesco Pizarro, notwithstanding tho cfforts of his rival and
tho maliontents composing his party, Alwagre consented io Jeave
Peru, and scek elsewhere, with a small foree, a wore brilliant
fortune in new congquests.

In tho year 1535, he took his departure for the south, and
entering Chili by one of the passes in tho Cordillera, visited the
present sites of Coquinho and Sautiago,—and even penetrated as
far south as Raveagua.  Finding no metallie treasure, of which he

was in senroh, and tired of baliling with the Indiaus, who were

vot only invelerate in their hostility, but warlike and formidable,

he returned to Peru, hoping to avail himself of the growing dis.
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mtisfaction in that country, to place himself 2t the head of the
pavernmnent, by the overthrow of his old companion in arms, and
leader iu the condquest.

The Excursion of Almagro was therefore no more than &
Military I9xploratiou of a limited portion of the country.

The next attempt was move successful, as Pizarro, after the
farlunate tennination in 1539, of civil strife, between his faction
and that of Almagro, dispatched a second army to Ohili, under
the command of his Maecstro de Campe, Pedre Valdivin—a brave
and distinguished officer, who had learsed the art of war ia Italy,
wnder Gonzalve de Cordova, the Great (aptain.

The colony of Valdivia consisied of two hundred Spaniards, a
laree number of Peruvian Indinps, somo friars, and women,
tngether with donesticated animals, intended to stock the new
rornest.

Fntering Ohili, through the pass of Uspallata in the Cordillera,
Vuldivia followed noarly the same route as that pursued five years
before by Alwnagro; but finding a streng and conkral place of
re-nnion necessary to defend his now colony, he founded, in 1641,
vn the bavks of the Maypocho, the city of Santiago, which bas
existed, ag the capital of Chili, up to the present time.

Hostilities continued between the Indians and infant settle-
ment ; and in the following year, the colonists, disappoeinted tn
not obtaiming the gold which they coveted, fomented a mutiny,
intending to wurder their Jeader, and return to Pern.

Valdivia, having discovered the designs of the mutineers,
intended at first to punish the attempt most condignly ; but hav-
ing established a civil government, by which he eaused himself
fo be proclaimed governor, he contented himself with this
scknowledgiment of his power, and suppressed the mutiny, without
wsorling o capital punishment.  With the view; lowerer, to put
bis people in a better humour with their new acquisition, he had
the mountain of Quillota examined for o gold wine, said to oxist
io the neighbourhood ; which being diseavered, the Spaniards soon
frgot, while extracting its products, their former dangers, mis-
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fortuncs, and gricvanees. In 1644, he communicated the state
of the couniry to Vaea de Costro, who (Pizwro the Congueror

_being dead) now governced Peru, and requested reinforcements,
which being sent him, he explared the coust as far south as the
Straits of Magellan, in search of good sea-ports.  Aboub the same
time, he founded the city of Coyuimbo, in order tn possess a port
through which he could keep up his cormmuuications with Peru.
ITis next wandertahing, however, terminated unfortunately, as,
encouraged by his former successful explorations, and combals
with the Mapochinos and Promaucacs—two Indian tribes in the
vicinity of Santiago—he endeavoured to explore the cenutry by
land ; but being attacked by the savages, suffercd such severe
losaes, that he was obliged to return to Santiage.

In 1547, Valdivia visited Peru, where having attached himself
in tho oivil wars, then raging between the two paties of the
President (asca and Ganzelo Pizarro, to the former, who proved
successful, he was cstablished in his aunthority as governor of
Chili, and returned with reinforcoments of mon and warlike
resourecs, to pursue his conquest. After the return of the
Grovernar from Peru, he wade consignments of lands to his com-
panions in srms and the colonisls, assigning, alsn, conquered
Indians for their eultivation. Tn 1850, he again uadertook an
expedition to Lhe south, during which he founded (oneeption—
o city which was destined to be dustroyed and rebuilt wany
times, 88 fortunc favoured the Spaniards or their invetorate Indian
enemics.. It was during this campaign, and in the same year, that
the Spaniavds first mat the Araucanians, the most untamable of
all the Indian tribes of ¢ither Americn.

The information they had previously obtained relative to the
Spaniards, was, for tho barbavians, “casus belli)? and they
nttacked them with o force of nhout 4000 wavriors ; and showing
no unmanly fear of the terrible and navel weapons wiclded by
their adversaries, fought with such fury, that the Spaniards,
though ultimately suceessful, were so mueh discouraged, that they
falt little Inclined to follow, when they had retreated aftec the
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doath of their intrepid chief.  Thus commenced a war which
lasted ninety years, almost without an interval of pende s was
re-commenccd by onc party or the other, at various times, even
since the cstablishment of the Republie—and yet the Arauca-
ntans remain unconquered.  Valdivia, aceustomed to a feeble
resistanee from  the effeminate Doruvians, was sucprised by tho
valour and constancy of this now coemy, aud saw the neceessity
for o fortifiention to dofond his infant colony ; and seaveely was it
eampletod, when the Araucaniang, under a new chief, Lincoyan,
attacked him behind his walls, and at the renzales of big avtillery.
In this attack tho Indians were heaten, a fact which the eredulos
Spaniards aliributed to the exertions of the Apostle Santingo,
shom they saw, mounted on a white horse, brandishing his sword,
snd pursuing the enemy.  IFrom 1530 tn 1553, Valdivia was
seenpied In founding eitie, eonsolidating Wiy conrjuests, encbur-
aeing the arts and agricultare, and in cxaminations of the coasts
aud the Stiaits of Bagellan, hoping to establish by this route »
maore dirceb communication with Europe.®

In the same year; Colocolo, an aged chief of the Avaucaniang,
actuated by the same inotives which inspired Teeumseh in our
own country, passed from tribe to tribe among his nation and
théir allies, urging o war of extermination agninst the Spaviards,
and the necessity of holding a grand council, for the election of
a chief wlio miglit control the movewments and dircot the lostili-
ties of the combined forces.

A grand aad solemn assemblage finally mef: on » vast plain in
the Araucanizn tertitory, when, alter the banquet which in all
parts of Americn precedes a council among the aborigines, tho
balloting commenced, and resulted in the clection of Canpolican—
wmmortalized by Jircilla, in his Avaucano—as their goncralissimo.

Theiv first attack was directed against the eity of Araueo,
which the Spaniards wore obligcd to abandan, those wha cseaped

* The first ronte to the Pacilic was by the Isthrus of Darien, ta which
we have retivned after a lapse of three centuries.?
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being indebted to the speed of their horses. This place was
utterly destroyed by the savages.

Valdivia, notwithstanding the openly cxpressed fears of his
best officers, again took the ficld agninst the Araneauians, who
cut his vanguard utterly to picees, not lenving a single man alive :
a disaster which still further intimidated the haughty and warlike
invaders, who bad, ot length, after a long carcer of conguest,
found their masters in this remote cornor of the continent.
Variaus skirmishes preceded the battle of Arauco, the most firmly
confested and most disastrous to the Spaninrds which had yeli been
fought in South America. The slaunghter was immense en both
sides, and ab one time, duriug the day, vietory scemed to Lave
declared in favour of the hrave and desporate Spaniards, and the
Promaucaes, their Indian allies ; when the tide of battle was turned
by the conduct of Launtaro, an Arzucanian, page of Valdivia, who,
sceing his countrymen routed, deserted lis master, and throwing
off his Iiuropean cosiume, placed bimself at the head of the
savages, whom he encournged, by his cloquence and exawple, to
mseko another attempt, in which they were entirely successful.
The youth was ab this time about sixteen years old, and having
been taken prisoner, had beeu edueated by Valdivia, to whomn he
appeared sincerely attached, and bad never shown any disposition
to rejoin his countrymen, until the moment that he saw thewn
deleated.

"The battle of Aranco was fought on the 3rd of Deeowber, 1533,
and of tho whole force of Spaniards and their allies, there cscaped
only Zwo Indians, who succecded in concealing themsclves in tho
bushes. The geoeral himself fell alive into the lhands of bis
cnemics, from whom he asked his life, offering to abandon the
whole eountry if it was conceded. Tautaro, who, though his
patriotism bad induced him to abaudon lhis master, was by no
means unmindful of past favours; and perhaps aware of the
importanes of preserving so inportant a hostage, used all the
influence which his signal services on that day had given him
among his counhymcn, to save Valdivia, But while the subject
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was yet nnder discussion, an aged savage, with that reckless disre-
gard for the chicf of his own election, which not uwefrequently
claracterizes men 1n eivilized commnitics, dispatched the unfor-
tunate Spaniard with a single blow of his mace.

Thus died Padro Valdivia, the diseiple of the Great Capta.m, :
ihe companion of Pizarro, and the founder of the colony of Chili.
Although his discoveries nnd conquests do not wear the same
brilliaut exterior as those of Mexico and Peru, this doss not .
detract from the eredit to which his brilliant services and
achicvements entitle him.

The least known and most unpretending among the Spanish
conquerors, Valdivia was perhaps the best soldier, the most enter-
prising explover, and the chiel whose character is stained with
the fowest crimes as Chili, apparently the least important among
the numerous acquisitions of Spain, has, tn the course of time,
become the bast cultivated, hest governed, and nost flourishing
of all the Republics which owe their origin to that peninsula.

The result of the Batile of Arauco was, that the Spaniards
were obliged {o abandou their southern seltloments, and fleo to
their fortified cities for refuge : nor were they cven there safe,
as the boy Laotare, who now commanded a division ef the Arau-
eanian army, after defeating the force which the new goveraor,
Villagran, opposed to him, laid sicge to Conception, which the
Spauiards were obliged to abandon, the women and old men
embarking ou board vessels, which were fortunately in the port,
while the Governor retreated, with thoe rest of the inhabitants and
the remmant of bis army, {o Santingo.  Lautare consummated the
utter ruin of Conception, which, owing to commerce and the
mines, had beeome a place of wealth and importance.

From 1583 to 1655, the Spaniards enjoyed comparative quiet,
relieved oceasionally by eivil dissensions among the different
candidates for gonvernorship, wolwithstanding  which, Villagran
managed te retain his authority, with, however, only the title of
Corregidor, in lieu of that of governor, whieh had been held by
hig regulacly n.pprintnd predecessor.  In the latter year, in oba-

4 3
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dienco to an order from Lima, Counception was rebuilt, and cighty-
five families transported to it, notwithstanding the objections which
cxisted to such course, owing to the peculiar circumstances of
the country. Lhe rebuilding of this city was 2 signal for the
renewal of the wat; and the Spaniards, who were left hy Villa-
pran to check the Indiams, were defoated by Lantare, and the
eity apnin destroyed, the inhabitants saving themselves by a hasty
cmbarkation. Not satisfied with his success in the south,
Lautaro determined, by attdeking the conkral point of the Spanish
scttloments, to extirpate the race, so hated, and so formidable to
his own.

Tirst punishing the tribe of Promancacs, whow he looked npon
a8 traitors to the cause of the aborigines, le advanced on Santiago,
and after two considerable advantages over the Spaniards, was
defeated and slain in 1536, by Villagran.  The death of this
formidublo ehief, who conld not liave been more ¢han ninoteen
yoars old, was considered of 80 mucl impoctance that it was
eclebrated in all the Spanish colonies,

The gnvernor nominated by the king wpon hearing the death
of the chivalrous Valdivia, never reached his destination, as the
ship in which he cmbarked, with 600 regnlar troops, was burned,
owing to the carclessness of his sister.  Alderete, the governor
clect, and three soldicrs, were saved from this eatastrophe, but
he died, it is said, of sorrow and mortification, at Panama, before
reaching the territory which Lo was appointed to govern. The
Viceroy of Peru, Don Antonio de Mendoza, becoming aware of
this necident, appointed his son, I). Garcia ITurtado di Mendoza,
to fill the vacant post, previding bim liberally with soldiers and
munitiong of war. Tho new governor arrived at the descrted
Bay of Conception, in 1557, when the Indians displayed their
inveteracy, by sallying out in their canaes to abtack the ships.
Repelled by the artillery, thoy retreated to the shore, where they
stood on the defensive. After a futile atbempt to negotinte,
Mendoza fortified biwmself, and sallied out to abtack Caupolican,
whont he defeated, but stained the brilliancy of bis achicventents
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by his eruelty, and added to the hovrers of o war of extermination
by introducing the custom of mutilating prisoners, which produced
tertible reprisals, in which neither age nor sex was spared.

After a battle, fonght during tlis year, in whiel vietory, after
a very severe conlest, declared fur the Spaniavds, all prisoners
who fell into the power of the cruel governor were torbured 4nd
hung, and, ainong others, the inflexible patriot, Galvarino, swho
had returned to the defence of his country, notwithstanding he
had baen previcusly mutilated, by lasing hoth his hands,

The mest important eveuts whieh accurred duriug tho
administralion of Mendoza, were a defeat of the Arauncanians iu
1557, the re-building of Conception, and exploratioh of the -
Chilian Arehipelaga, in 1558, 1n the samc year, treason placed
the daving and indefatigable Caupolican in the hands of his enc-
mies,  llis senteoce, which was inunediately coxecuted, was
shooting to death with arraws, and inpalement ; net, however,
before he received the benefit of a Christian baptism from tho
hands of o priest who accompanied Alonzo Reinoso, the cobn-
mandant into whose hands the wifortunate ¢hief had fallen.
Thus died Caupolican, the greatest of the Araucaniansg, whose
loug and successful yesistance of the Spaniards was marked by
many traits of & noble and generous nature, aund stained by fewer
crucliics, than his eivilized and Christian antagonists. The pun-
ixlment of this abrocious erime was immediate and sigeal, as
Reinoso was attacked, and twice beaten at Conception, by the
cldest son of the deceased chicf, whoe had been elected ns leader
of the Indiang in the task of avenging bis father’s death. So
closely was Conception besieged, that it must have fallen, had
nob the return of Mendoza from Chiloe, with a large force, divertod
the attention of the I'ndiuns, who advaneed to meet him, and aftor
obtaining some partinl advantages, were utterly defeated in 1560,
at o place ealled Quipeo, where they had fortificd themaelves.
Thuie youny leader, Caupolican, died by his own band, when

The warrior poet, Ercilla, sccompanied (his expedilion, and, like a trve
vetary of Pornassus, left soma verses inseribed on the forest trece
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resistanee hiad becomne useless. As Mendoza was relieved in 1561,
his last public act of any importance was an expedition beyond
the Andes, in which he founded the city of San Juan, and perpe-
tuated his name by the establishment of Mendoza.

Villegran, whe had been replaced by Mendoza, by urging his
clims at the Spanish Court, received the appointment of Governor
of Chili, which he held until his dcath, which eccwrred two yoars
afterwurds. During his short administration, the Araucanians,
under a new chief, re-commenced the war with great success, and
destroyed the city of Caiiete, where they killed a son of the
Governor. In 1565, Rodrige di Quiroga swag appointed governor
by the Viceroy of Liwa, to replace the temporary appointment
made by Villagran. The intevval betwoen his accession in 1565,
and his death in 1580, was marked by no incident nf much
importance in a historical point of view, at this remote period.
A royal Audience was cestablished in Chili, which deposed
Quiroja, and was in itself deposed and abolished, when CGreneral
Quiroja was re-cstablished in the government, which lic retained
until he died, leavisg as his successor, Rui Gamboa.  During
this period, the wnr continued against the Araucaniana with suc-
cess, while the island of Chiloc was conquered, and the city of
Castro founded. .

During all this period, the north of Chili, free from the scourpe
of war which desolated the south, lad progressod in eommerce,
agiiculture, and the arts, while viches had acoumdated, and with
wealth and securily, knowledge Lind been rapidly disseminated.

In 1583, the Marquis of Villa ITermoua arrived from Spain as
governor, with six hundred troops ol the line, and opened & can-
paign ageinst the lndians, in whick he was genordlly suceessful.
He defeated and hanged a half-breed, who, cducated mnong the
Spaniards, bad abandoned themn,and beeanie general-in-chicf of the
Indians. During his administration, in 1587,an Eaglish piratical
expedition under Cavendish mmade a descent npon the coast, but
were obliged to ombark, alter sustaining some loss.  Among the
Indian leaders who distinguished themselves, during the adminis-
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tion of the Marquis of Villa Ilermoaza, ene of the most celobrated

was & syoman named Janaques, whe fought bravely and dextar-

ously at the head of the army . *

In 1693, bis administration terminated by the appointment of

a nephew aof the famous founder of the sompany of Jesus, Don

Marlin Loyola, who was slain five years afterwards in the new oity

of Caya, which ho bad founded.  The death of the governor wag

the signal for a general rising of the Indians, who burnt Coneep-

tion and Quillan, laying siege at the same time to cight other

citics, killed many Spaniards, and secured an immegnse booty. So

great was the terrov inspired by these new attacks, that the pro-

pricty of abandoning the capital, und retreating to Peru, was seri-.
ously considered, The new povermor, Quinones, who arrived.
from Pern, in 1599, with powerful reinforcements, could not pre--
vent the utter destruction of Arauco and Cafiete. Valdivia was
taken by assanlty its houges burned, and even tho veasels in the

arbowe attacked, and obllged to make suil to escape.  Tho booty .
obtained by the Indians in this campaign amonnted to pear two

millions of dollars 5 and to add to the misfortuncs of the miserablo

settlers, the Dutch, with five vessels, sacked the Island of

Chiloe, and destroyed its garvison, but were afterwards beaten by

* The Chilians perpetuated 1he name of this hereine, and 1hat of Colﬂco]o,-
two of their most inveterale enemies, by bestowing thers upon national ves-
tels. [t is obrervable that in alf the Spadish American revolutions, the Creoles
professed to make a common cause with the Aborigines, whose injuries they
nstensibly desired to avenge, apparently overlooking the fack that the jn-
justice and barbarity which they suflered, hwl not been perpetrated by the
distant and inoilensive Spaniards of the Peninsala, but by their own immedi-
#le progenitors.

The proudest and most influentinl families in Sonth America are those
derived from the early conquarars.

'This professed union of causes was never promulgated in the Nerthern
States, where the races have never been crossed to any extent. The true
eause of this different conrse must be songht in the fact that we are a inore
practical and Jess imaginalive people than the Spaniards. In onr case it
was the mother country which inveked the aid of the savages in the war
of Independence, as well as that of 1812-15.
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the Tndians, when they disenbarked on the Island of Talea. Dis-
couraged by the terrible contest in whicl he found himself engaged,
Quinones resivned in 1600, and was succeceded by Don Alonzo
Rivera, an officer of much eredit, who arrived from Spain with a
veinforcement of troops. Notwithstanding this inercased furee,
in 1602 and 1603, tho Ivdians took and destraged the citics of
Villarica, Tmperial, and Osorno ; and thus, afier a contest of one
buodred years, the progress of the Spaniards was checked at this
point, no advance having bicn made since the campaign of Pedra
Yaldivia. Gareia Ramon succceded Rivera, aud established a city
among the Borous, which was destroyed in 1606, and the army
cut to pieces. In cousequenee of these misfortuncs, which were
without pﬁ.ral]cl in the history of Spanish oolonization, the
king ordzined that the treasury of Peru should supply annually
§292,279, to pay and provide for a regular foree of two thousand
men upon the southern frantier of Chiliy which decree was car-
ried into operation in 1608. In the succcoding year, the
" Audicuce was re-cstablished, which was the most important event
which occurred until the accession of D Francosco de Zuiiiga,
Marquis de DBaides, which took place in 1G41. Daving this
period, the war had continued with varied siiocess, and several
governors had been replaced. In 1612, a Jesuit, under rogal
sanction, and aided by the governor, made an unsuceessful al-
tewipt to negoliate a peace with the Tndians. Tn 1629, the war
raged with redewed vigour dwring the administration of Fiis do
Cordova, Lord of Cuarpio; whilo in that of his successor, Don
Francisco de Traso, in the year 1638, the Hollanders made another
incursion upon the coast of Chili, but without sucoess, as their
fieet was injared by a storm, and their troops attacked by the
Araucanians, with whom they were unabla to cstablish amicable
relations,  The administeation of the Marquis de Baides, which
extended from 1641 to 1647, was marked by an extraordinary
eveni—a peace with the Aranvanians. Thusin 1641, after ninely
years implacablo hostilities, the temple of Janus was closed by
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the policy and sagacity of a distinguished waprrior, who had served
with much eredit in the wars in Italy, and the Low Countries.

Among other stipulations in this highly advnntageous treaty, the
Aravcantany promised to defond the const against the encuies of
Spain, a provision which soon approved the wisdom of the Mar-
quis, as the Dutel, having now possession of 4 province on the
coast of Brazil, organized a formidable expedilion against Chili,
and toolz the port of Valdivia, which they commenced fortifying, ab
the same time endeavouring to seduce the Tndians fram thei®
nlegiauce.  In this, lowever, they were disappointed, as the
Arancaninns and Cancoz attacked them with such fury, as con-
vinced them of the niter impossibility of rotaining their foot-bold
when their savage antagouists should be assisted by the Spanish
troops, now on their route to attack them. They ascordingly
abandoned. the port, after having held it for three months. From
the end of the administration of the Mwrquis of Baides, in 1647,
until 1720, only three notable cvents accurred to disturh the even
tenor of Chilian prosperity—an earthquake in tho year of his
reticement, which ruined a large portion of Saatiago ; the
breaking ont of the war with the Avaucanians, which was termi-
nated in 1665 hy a favourable trcaty of peace during the adiminis-
tration of Don Franeisco Meneses; and in 1720, a revolution
among the generally peaceable inhabitants of Chiloe, which, how-
ever, was easily suppressed by the Spanish forces. From 1720
until 1810, although Chili was sapidly advancing in prosperity,
few cvents of historieal importance are recorded, as the specifica-
tion of the different governors can scaree be considered go, at
this remote period. The most important cvent was a war
shich again broke out with the Tndians, who were {says amodern
Chilian historian) “incommoded by the advancing settlemonts of
the Spaninrds, and vexed by the missions which they were obliged
to reccive, and whicl gave rise to seandalous robbories.” Chili
was, however, no longer in lier yonth, and the five thonsand troops
of the line which slic could now bring into the field, speedily
tompelled them to sue for peace.

[
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Thus in 1723, after an alinoyt continnal contest of more than a
contury and a half, duaving which period success was nearly
equally balanced, peace was rencwed with the Araucanians, and
from that time we find victory always incliniog to the inercasing
power of the Spaniards. _

In 1753, D. Domingo Ortiz de Rosas, grandfather of the pre-
sent governor of Buenos Ayres, and political head of the Argen-
tina coufederation, succceded as governor of Chili, and creoted
govoral towns, among which were Casa Blanca, already mentioned,
and colonized the Island of Juan Ternaudez, which had Deen
hitherto a recrniting station for pirates.

In 1766, the governor, D. Antdnio Guill de Gonzago, en-
deavoured to oblige the Araueanians to reside in villages and
towns in 2 social state, which gave rise bo & long war, at the tor-
mination of whiclt by a treaty of peace, the Indizns announced
their Intention of having a sort of diplomatie agent, who should
reside constantly in the capital, and represent their interests. In
1780, this governor haviug died, was succeeded by Don Augus-
ting de Jauvigui, during whose administration mueh improvement
was made in the social state of the country, and many edifices
plunned, which are to this day the best cfforts of Chilian architee-
ture. The militia were organized, a collese was established for
the education of Indian youth, and the stone bridge ercoted across
the Blaypocho, which, as has been before mentioned, passes by
the eity of Santiago.  Tn 1787, having beon nromoted to the vice,
royalty of Peruny Jaurigui was suceeeded by Don Ambresio De
Benavides, a contemporary of the laarned Abbe Molina, the histo-
rina of Chili. During bis admivistration, the Italian ewgineer,
Joaguim de las Tuesens, erected tlie mint, tha finest edifice in
Chili at the present day, the Cabildo, and made plans also for other
publio cdifices, whieli were built in sueeceding administrations,

In 1788, Brigndicr Don Awbrose O’Iligeing, a name after-
wards eclebrated in Chilian listory, arrived from Spain, encharged
with the government. llizging was an Irvishwan in the
Spanish scrvice, » man of great foresight and inteiligenee, whose
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efforts will be long vemembeved with gratitude by the Chilians,
a3 not only do they owe to him the voad from Valparaiso to the
capital, but those from the same point to Quillota and Aconeagua.
Neither must the importance of these communications be eon-
sidered as his only merit, as he taught the people the art of road-
making, and the utility of such communications ; and to him in a
high degree is owing the fact that Chili has good ronds for
vebieles, and o disposition to extend thowm, while cvery other stato
in South Ameiica appears sabisfied with the existing mule paths.
(Higging, whose views appear to have been cxiended, aware of
the necessity of good communications with the transmontane
Provinces for commereial and wmilitary purposcs, repaired also
the roads in the Andes, and the Casuchas, or houses of refuge, to
be noticed hereafter, and whiel: are so necessary to thase who
teeverse thad lofly vange of mowntaing.  To him also was due the
paving the strects of the eapital, the building of a fork at Valpa-
raiso, the amelioration of tha condition of the Indians, and, na
hag been mentioncd, the eonstrnction of the Taja Mar, which ob-
viates the danger of another innndation to the city of Santingo.
In 1802, he raceived the reward of his serviacs In being protnoted
Io the vice-royalty of Dery, after which no cvents of hmportance
oconrred in Chili until the breaking out of the revolution duving
the administration of Trancisco Antornio Carrasea, who succeeded
io the government in 1808,



CITAPTER VII
REYOLUTION IN CIUEL

Many causes combined, induced the Chilinng to aspire to
independence.  The Spanish throue had, in 1808, been usurped
by Nupolcon, who placed the crown npon the heal of his brother
Joseph,—un measure so unpopular, that even the victorious French
columns which preeceded und accompanied the new monarch,
could not enforce obedience to his authority. The heads of the
government, in the persons of the king and leir appareut,
were in the hands of the French Emperor, and subject to his
will ; while the Spanish voblesse, dissatisfied with the projected
regime, established “ Juntas” in varlous parts of the kingdom,
among which that of Seville elaimed pre-eminence, as the ceatral,
As these Juatas, alike with the dethroned king, and him whom
Napoleon had pluced upon the throne, claimed the prerogatives
of sovereignty, it was, in the remate colouics, a matter of some
difficulty to decide to whom it would wltimately belong de faclo ;
and aflorded a fair opportunity, should such be desired, to disavow
any sovereignty claimed by authoritics residing in, and clatming
obedience by vivtuc of their positions in the mother counlry.
Unfortunately for Spain, she had given enuse for the desire for
emancipation now openly expressed in most of ker transatlantic
possessions.  During her days of power and prosperity, she had
made her colonies only a matter of convenience to the parcnt
state, scldom affording them the assisiance which they required
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in the hour of danger, and directing her sole attention to making
them profitable to herself, through their revenues, and as supply-
ing vacant officcs, to be filled by scions of her decayed and
impoverished nobility.  All xesteictions imposed by ecelesiastieal
intolerance in Spain, had boen brought to hear with additional
force in the Colanies, whant it appenared the desire of the Govern-
mend. to keep as much as possible ignorant of the recently diffused
opinions then so prevalent in Burope, ia respect to religion and
palities. A state of ignorance, however, which was perfectly
practicable during the early pariods of colonial history, had now
hecome inpossible, as tho colonists, with the increase of wealih,
had, notwithstauding the efforts nf government to pré"vent any
from attaining more than a purely scholastic education, informed
themsolves on the theories regardivg the social system, and the
newly broached relations betweon the people nnd thoir govorn-
ments.  The success of the Amnorican revelution encouraged
them to an cffort at independence, while that in Frauce, which
had terrvified even the legal anthorities in a country so remote as
China, could not be cancealed iu the various Spanish vice-king-
domsg in North and South Awmeriea, whose aspirations soon rose
to the same independence which had already made the United
States ane of the huportant nations of the cavth,
Notwithstanding the rigidity of the colonial system, education
had iuspired the Spanish Americans with a desive for travel, and
wealth had enabled them to indulge it; and thus they saw tho
changes in empires and kingdews, to which new opinions had
given risg, and returning to their bivth-places, spread through the
country an avdent desirve for seif-gnvernment, o theory at ail times
attragtive, and which at that time, move tian aay in history,
“enjoyed unbounded popularity in the minds of the people. To
attain self government, they must first obtain the choise, which
could ba dane only by freedam from the dmninian of Spain, for
which her internal epmmotions, and invasions from withont, gave
a fair opening.  ‘F'o Spain they owed origin and existence onty—
a claim upon theiv pratitude, which oppression had long since
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worn out. In the ypresent position of the mother country, few
abstacles could be presented to their cmwancipation, as, contend-
ing amid war aod faction at home, she could ill spare troops to
ach against the colonists; while among the latter there swas no
hereditary nobility to break dewn—no rulers, with personal ov
family jufluence, to depose, aa they were all Spanish-—while the
ereoles, or natives, hawever great their personal claims, conld not
obtain a prominant position in the governmment of their own
country.  The nomber of troops gquartered among them was
insignificant, in comparison with the population; and the most
formidable influenice with which they would have to contend, wagy
that of Spanish resideuts, mercbants, and others, who had, a3
they considered, expatriated themselves, in order to gain a forfune
in the colonies, to spend in the Peninsula, which they claimed as
tho Jund of thetr birth, and that to which only they owed alegi-
ance.  The desire for independence manifested itgelf openly in
1810, when several of the Viee-Royaltles, disclaiming the legality
or legitimacy of the anthorities in Spain, which attempted to con-
trol them, cstablished ¢ Junias,” or Commissians, to govern
themselves, ostensively temporary, until affairs should be adjusted
in the mother country; but, in reality, intended by the master
spitits of the movenient as o prelude te national independence.
‘The resident loyal Spaniards themselves bastened this movement,
by denouncing these Juntas ns rank rebellion ; as did also the
authoritics, who attempted by force to erush the rising disposition
to think for and govern themselves. A movement against the
patriots callod forth the strength and coergy of the creole popu-
Iation, of neeessity the largest portion of the inhabitants, and the
question hecame at ence a national one.  The result thronghont
the Spanish colonies no one is unacquainted with @ our proviace,
* ut present, does not extend beyond Chili.

'Phe fist movement in this country owed its ovigin to an
arhitrary act of Careasco, the governor, who, aware of the gencral
disaffection, and asmived of the leaders, had {hem scizod suddc'nly,
with: the intention of sending them as prisoners to Lima—an out-
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rage which immediately produced a popular comnotion, seconded
by the Cabilde, who summoned the governor before them to
nceount for such excess of authority. Iustead of obeying,
Carrasee ordered that this body should be dissolved, a decrro
which, finding public opinion strong in their favour, they refused
to obey, making it the same time a formal and threatening com-
plaint against the tyranny of the governor to the Royal Audience,
who, better acquainted with the feeling of the peopls, and their
determination, sent. a commission, recommending his eoncession
to their demand.

The resalt of this interview twas, that after having in vain
attempted te bring the troops to his support, Carrasco liberated
the suspeeted persons, and reecived 28 his socretary another
patriot, and was obliged to agvee that all his acts, which did not
bear the signature of this seerctary, should be invalid. The
news, soon ufier received, of the deposition of the Vieeroy of
Buenos Ayres, oaused new agitation in Chili, when the governor
felt the necessity of a vigorous movement, I order to sustain the
royal authority, and endeavoured scoretly to collect n body of
troops, and military resources, by which a counier movemeirt
wight be supported. Notwithstanding his care, the projéct could
not bo concealed frow the Argus-cyed scorctary and his com-
patriots, who imuediately hell another session, in which Carrdsco
wag obliged to resign, aud a native of Chill, the aged ** Count of
the Conquest,”” Don Mateo do Toro, elected to supply his.plzce.
The troops, in this movemecut, lent their influence in favour of
the patriots.  The next important step was the organization of a
Junta of government, which was established in the same year
(1810), of which the * Conde de la Conrquista’ was presideot.

Aware thab the steps alveady taken would bring upon them-
sclves ihe whoele disposable force of the viceroy at Liwa, they
hastened to organize their govemminent, and form a military estab-
lishment, in which they eould confide; and with this view, they
encharged Don Juan Mackena, an able engineer, with the military
preparations, which, owing to hig talents and exertions, were soon
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In an advanced state. The first of April, 1811, was named for
the clection of the deputies for the general Congross, which was
Prevented by & mutiny of a large body of veteran troops, who,
dissatisfied with the new regime, had placed at their head their
former comwmander, Figncron, and availed themselves of this
opportunity to attempt a counfer vevolution. IFortunately a
Mmajority of the froops remained faithful, with whom the Repub-
Yiean authoritivs attacked and defeated the nmutineers.  Figueroa
was made prisoncr, and shot the next day, while the Royal Audi-
enea, which enconraged his designs; was dissolved,  The attenpt
in the first Congress, which met on the Gth of May, to legislate
on the orgunization of the Kxeculive, gave rise to a heated dis-
cussion, which terninated in the withdrawal of a large number
of deputies, headed by one Rosas, why protested amainst the
Congress in the name of their respective provinces, and retived
toe Couception, intending to cstablish a government independent
of Banlingo. The Congress, however, coulitued their labours,
and formed an Exocutive consisting of three porsons named hy
theiselves.  On the 24th of July, of this year, a young Chilian,
Jose Miguel Carvera, arrived in Valparaiso, from Burope,—a
nan, whose taleuts and cuterprise were combined with considerable
Jznowledge of the mode by which revolutions are consummated,
and who was destined to effect great changes in the state of Ihe
now republic, nud eventually to coucentraie the whole power in
his own hands,

Sdeing the existing state of affaivs, the unskilfulucss of
the Iixceutive, and clumsiness of & Congress vepresenting various
provincial jnterests, he availed bimself of his powerful Family
iufluence, and the services of his two brothers, who were officaiy
in the army, to organize a military movement, by which a new
1Sxecutive was created, at the head of which he was placed, and
afterwards to dissolve Congress, which left htn the sole adminis.

-athr of the alftivs of the gnvernmens.  Ilis official acts, afier
abtaining power, were of such a cliaractar for wisdown and philan-
thropy, as to cause the means by which he had elevated himself
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to be temporarily forgotten. Ile decreed a sustenmance to the
clergy from the natiopal treasury, the liberty of slaves, abolition
of life offices, monapalics, the suppression of useless employments,
the establishment of supreme tribunals of justice, of schools, the
organization of the militiz, and other measures to develop
industry, and place the conntry in an active state of defence.
Townrds the close of the same year, by intrigue, he destroyed
the government which the dissenting deputies liad actually
established in Coneeption, where prepavations had been mada to
Lake the field against the legitimate party in Santiago. Ilaving
sow the whole country under bis control, he prepared to give it
2 constitution, in whick labour he was employed at the elose of
1811, |
Tho new government, which had now acquired some stability;
w3 suxious to propagate. the ideas of the age, and to foment the
spirit of independence, republicanism, and rvesistance to the
Spaniards ; and to effeet this object, imported a printing press,-
wd ertablished a political journal in 1812. The same year was
narked by a revolution in the remote city of Valdivia, whick,
Yeing successful, left no foothold for the Spaniards in Chilian
triitory, exeept in Chiloe, where the spivit of indepeadence
tever penetrated, and by the arrival of the first diplomatic agent,
Mc. Poinset, Consul Grencral of the U. States,—** a great friead,”
ngs the Chilian historian, *“ nod decided fomenter of our politieal
ﬁtmaucipation.” ' _
The cvents which marked the course of the year 1813, were,
fr Chili, of much political importance, and threatencd its poli-
Neal existence.  The Vieerey of Peru learning, though tardily,
$¢ important movements in Chili, decided upon decisive mea-
tes for crushing their progress; and with this end ia view,
pointed Brigadier D, Auntonio Pareja, Governor of Chiloe, sup-
ing him the menus to place the necessary military force in the
14 pgainst the revolutionists. In February, he disembarked
100 troops at Taleshuano, which he captured, after defeating
gatrison, and then marched upon Conception, where the
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garrison capitulated, and were travsforred to the ranks of his
army, which struck terror into the hearts of the revolutionary
party, to whose misfortunes at this period must be added a
mutiny on board a corvette and brig of war in Valparaiso, which,
at a blow, deprived them of the services of thelr infant marine.
Cirrera, iu this emergency, showed bimself competent to the task
which he had imposed upon himself, and hastily orgarizing o
numerous army, sallied foxrth to meet the enemy, who was direct-
ing bis march on the eapital. The opposing armies encountered
in'the river Manle, which Dareja wished to eross in order to anter
Talca, but was surprised by a division of the patriots, on the
morning of the 28th of April, and so severcly handled, that be
deeided on reliring to Chillan. Tlis action is known in Chilian
history as that of Yerbas Buenas.  Availing himself of the moral
inflnence of the dcfeat and subsequent retreat of his adversary,
Carrera pursued the Spanish forces rapidly, and having avertaken
them in the Villa of San Carlos, attacked them with such impe-
tuosity, that they were beaten, and owed their escape from com-
plete disosganization only to Colonel D. Juan Francesco Sanchez,
who commanded during the illuess of his general.

Accomplishing a retreat, Sauchez catered Chillan, where he
was rapidly follawed by the victorious army, now divided by
Carrera into three divisious, two of which were to close in upon
Chillan, while the third, under command of O’Higgius, was
encharged with the re-capbure of Taleahuano and Conception,
which he accomplished. The mounth of March was unfortunately
employed in attempting to reduce the royalists in Chillan, which
place bad been most skilfully fortified by Sanchez, who finally
foreed lis enemy 1o retire to Conception; while he, availing him-
self of a central strategical position, was increasing his conquests
in cvery dircetion, having his communications canstantly open
with Lima, whence he expected all bis supplies and reinforce
mehbts, while hie intercepted his antagonist’s communivations with
Sanliaga. A gallant, though unsuecessful effort was made by the
Chilian general to relieve himself from this inactive position, by
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an atlack upon Chillan; but being dofented, he was obliged to
fall back wpon Oonccpblon with his foroos almost entirely dis-
couraged and disorganized.

The misfortuues of this campaign produced much discentent
nnong the people against Carrera; cven that mighly engite, the
press, which lie had talteu the trouble to introduce from Burope,
was turned’ against the unforturate and absent chief, who, with
his colleagues, was deposed by a decreo of the Junta, dated De-
cember 10th, 1813, D, Bernardo O’Higgias, (who was suspeoted
of having conspived against his chief;} was appointed genora! of
tho army, and he, Carrera, believing it for the interest of hig
country, quictly resigned the command. The Junts, which was
then abt Talea, haviag deposed Carrera, returned to Santiago,
where they were dissolved by the people, who convinced, as
many other communities before them have been, that the « wis
dom of the many” is more than compensated by the single will,
nubingsed deeisious, and responsibility of one clear-headed man,
tiad determined to consign the dutics of the government into tho
hands of a supreme director, the first election falling upon
Colonel D. Ifranciseo de Ja Lastra. Meanwhile s suscessor to
Parcja had arrived from Pevn in the person of General Doan
G. Gainza, accompanied by 2 covsid:vable body of iroops, who
repaived to Chitlan to commence a new series of operations.. Ona
of his partios surprised and made prisoners, the ex-gedoral Car-
rera, and his brother, who weve travelling as private individuals to
Santiago.  The operations of Gainzn were generally fortunate, and
Talea, Talealuana, and Conception, yielded to his arms, althoigh
during & brief campnign, he susbained somo roverses from the
patriot forces wnder the command of O'Higgins and Makenoa.
An armistice attetbutable to the mediation of tho Iinglish com-
modore was signed on the 5th of April, 1814, whioh was agread
to.more readily as neither party had, at the momont, the means
of proscouting active hostilities. By the sbipulations of the
armistice, all prisonors were delivered up, but ag cessation of war

wecorded ab that time witl the views of noither pavty, it was soon

A
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terminated by actual hostilities in the month of Augast, when
Genoral Osorio arrived with & reinforcement of troops, and an-
nounced that the formor adjustment had been disapproved by the
viceroy at Lima. The Spanish interest, at the recommencement
of hostilities, was supported by a veteran army of 3000 men,
who held the whole of the province of Conception, while the
Chilians were pob only without effective forees, but were again
divided by intestine quarrcls. Cmrrera, who had beon released
by the armistice, had retwrned to Santirgo, where his influcntial
frieuds effected 2 pronunciamenta, by which the supreme director
Lastra was deposed, and he again placed at the head of the
government, Tho defeated party appealed to O’Higgins, who
marched immediately upon Santiage, but wag defeated, and com-
pelled to retire by the forces organized by Carrern. A peremp-
tory summons from Osorio, the Spanish general, to surrender,
denouncing the severcst penaltics upon those who refused, effected
the dcsivable object of reuniting the conflicting interesls, as the
chiefs began to be conseious of the truth contained in the quict
jest of Dr. Tranklin, after the signing of the Declaration of In-
dependence in our own country, that ‘“we must now hang to-
gether, or hang separately.”  Ag saon as the reconciliation was
effected hetween the rival chiefs, O'Higgins took position with
liig troops at Rancagua ; while Qarrera, taught I suppose by for-
mer cxperience of the danger of leaviug the capital, and the
Jargest city in tho republic, open to the machinations of his cne-
mics, took the commarnd of Santiage in person. O’Higains de-
fended his post most gallantly, and lost the flower of his army in
attempting to prevent the enomy from passing the river, butin
vain, as he wag overpowered by numbers, and so situated that Car-
rera could nok rolieve or reinforee him. Finally, after sustaining
a terrible cannonade for thirty lours, and having lost his Lest
troops, there remained po resourco but to surrender, or attempt io
foree a passage through the cnemy, who had now invested him in
every direction. Like a brave and desperate man, he clhose the
latter alternative, and cut lis way through the oppesing force, to
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the astonishment of the whale Spanish army. The patriots had
stakod their all upon the position 2t Rancagua, and it was lost,
end with it bad fowed the best blood In Chili,  No one longer
spoke of hope ; despair, ant eseapo from their unfortunate coun-
try, was the order of the day; aud forsome timo after the battle
the passes in the Cordilleras were crowded by tho miserable and
suffering iuhabilants, who were secking safety in the Argentine
Proviuces, which had been more fortunate in their attempt to
throw off the Spanvish ‘yoke. This movement of the population,
to all appearance the termination of their aspirations for liberty,
was but the dawning of a more happy period, when, chastened by
adversity, they would be prepared to enjoy more vationally that
liberty to which they aspired. Tho military exeesses of the
Spanish soldicra at Rancagua, whom flushed with a dearly-bought
victory, the best efforts of the officers could not reatrain, nnd the
more systematio orucltics practised by the general in confiscations,
itmprisonments, and banishments, it is unnecessary to dwell upen.
Tew rulers have been mild when treating with defeated rebels ;
and the Spaniards have, at no time ia their history, beon famed
for tenderness to cocmics s0 thad cvents in Chill, during her
darkest hour, may well pass undeseribed in detail. Tho ontire
country again fell under the dominion of Spain; but while this
was the case, the conduct of her rulers siill farther . alion-
ated the learts of the people. The Chilian revolution now
changed its ground, and ingtead of being confined to her own ter-
ritory, is to be found beyond tbe Andes, on the plains of Men-
dnza, where most of hor best defenders had found refage.  Prior
to the attewmpt at independenae, the result of whioh hag been already
deseribed, the Buenos Ayrian, the mosi powerful of the new Re-
publics, had watched, with much anxicty the progross of tho war;
. being aware of their own danger, should Spain, proving succes-
 ful, establish a stroug military force in Chill, from whenee they
themselves might be invaded through the passes in the Cordille-
ms.  To obviate this danger the governmeut had encharged the
provinces of Cuyo to Saz Martin, their most eclebrated general,
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who was ordered to organize and discipline 2n army, which would
be cotupetent to repel an invasion in that divection.  San Martin
had Dbut commenced his labours when the defeat of the patriota
at Rancagua, and suppression of the Chilian revolution, crowded
Mendoza with refugees from that country. It was the desire of the
Chilians to obtain their independence, and the suggestions of their
leaders which probably induced San Martin to plan and
execute his campaign in that country, the boldness and success
of which have given him a reputation sceond fo no South Ameri-
can general.  The refugecs were accordingly organized with the
troops of the Cuyo provinces, and the general-in-chief, aided by
able men, such as O’Higging, Las Ieras, Necochea, and others,
dedicated their whole attentidn to tho disciplining of their troops
and of other warlike preparations. The emigrants, however, bore
with them to Mendoza the same party spirit which had actuated
them in their own conntry. At tho head of anc party was Carrera
and the other O'Higmiug, who accused the fermer of wilfully
allowing him to be sacvificed at Raneagua. 8o decidedly
was this hostility of parties pronounced, and so inveterate were
the oppesing factions, thot San Martin folt obliged to take a
decided stand in favour of one or the other, as his attempts to
reconcile their conflicting interests had failed, and motives of
policy induced him to favour the party of O’Higgins, while that
of Carrcra was persceuted, and expelled from Mendoza,  Irom
1814 until the connuencement of 1817, hostilities wore suspended.
San Martin was organizing an army with whieh to invade Clili,
while the Spanish authoritics ruled the whole of that subdued
colony with a severity which prepared the minds of the remaijning
inhabitants for the invasion which they anticipated from the other
sido of ths Andes.

On the 17th January, of 1817, the liberaling army moved
upon Chili. The main body, which took the ronte ealled Puta-
endo, was divided into three eolumns, commanded respectively by
San Martin, Soler, and O’Higgins. Besides these divisions,
otherg followed, whick acted independently, and pursued different
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routes, heing commanded by Colonals Lag Herns and Freirvg, who
wero to cater Chili by the pass of Los Patos, nnd that near Talea,
respectively.  T'wo othor divisions, which were to follow, had orders
to enter Chili by the Planchon, and by Coquimbo, It tras fhuis that
the attention of thoe Spanish commander wag diverted Yo various
points of attack; aud uncertain as to the real point of danger, the
disposition of his troops was faulty, and the consequercs disas-
trous, notwithstanding the preponderance of force, which was about
seven thousoud, while the liborating army amounted ta only three
thousand men.  The position of the Spanish general in Chili
being eentral, would have given him with this force 4 great ad-
vantage, had he nob Dbeen aware of the dissatisfiod state of the
_country, and that wherever San Martin was able to plant hig
standard the people would flock to it, abd soon place hind at
the head of a foree superior to his own.  Had this not becn the
case the diviston of force by the Arpentine gencral would havo
beon fatal, ag the Spanish commander might have remained with
the main body of his forees at Santiago, while a few Light troops
increased the natural obstacles of tho passes in the Cordillera, de-
fending them ag long as possible, thus cmbarrassiag the move-
incnts of the army; and cven after these obstacles had been
passed, the Spaniard from a centval point could have #truek bt
cither of the divisions of his cnomy while separated, shd defedied
theth with Lis superior farce. As this disposition of his fotces
owing to the feeling among the Chilians, was impossible, Marco»
the governor, ationpted to defend svery threatenéd point, hnd
thusbis eoerny almoat invariably presented to himn a preponderdting
force. The first battle was thats of La (uardia, where tho
Bpaniards had availed themselves of a naturally strong position
near {he foot of the Cordillera on the Patos road, abd opposed
themselves to Coloael Lias Ileras, who, after & scverc eombat, de-
foated thew on the 4th of Webruary with much losy, and cot-
tinaod his narch towards the plains of Chili. Necoched, 4 cavalry
officcr, liad also ar encounter with an cnemy’s division of all
arms, on the 7i, in whieh he broke them completely by a gal-
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lant charge. The Spanish leader, Coloncl D. Rafacl Maroto,
(recently distinguished in the Christino and Carlist war in Spain,)
now beeoming awaro of the true point of attack, made every exor-
tion to conecattate the whole royal force at the hill of Chacabuco,
& strong and defensiblo pass betwoen the capital and San Felipo
do Anconcagua, and over which San Martin would of necessity
pass ; but the great dissemination which had been made of the
troops befaro the command was given to him, made this impossi-
blo in the limited time which the rapid movements of the enemy
bad Ieft him. Before a concentration could be cffected on the
12th February, the enemy were in front of his position, where,
after some able mancnvres, the Spaniards were utterly dofeated,
snd the road thus left open to the capital. Many prisoners were
taken, and anong others the President Marco, who, with the pub-
lie treasures, was endeavoring to escape to the nearest seaport.
Awaro of the necessity of rapidity in the movements of an invad-
ing army, San Martin, immediately after his vietory, marched on
Santiago, where he arrived on the 14th, although it is distant
fitty miles from Chacabuco. Two prisoners, San Bruno and Vil-
lalobos, notorious for their erimes, were declared beyond the pale
of the laws of war, and publicly hanged; which it would appeat
from the records, were the only acls of quesiionable vetaliation
practised by tho Chilians who had been so long expelled from
their couutry, or by their Argentine allica, With a promptness
whioh distingaished all the movements of San Martin, a national
government was created ou the 16th, the second day after his
errival in tho capital, over which O’Higging presided with the
titlo of Supreme Director. _

Notwithstanding the brilliant successes of the patriots, much
yeb remained to be done, as the Spaniards, under Colonels
Ordoficz and Szmchez—both gallant and skilful officers—con-
trolled the southern provinces. Thesc chicfs had, upon the
first intimation of the Argentine invasion, endeavoured to unito
their forces with tho other royalists at Chacabuco; but hearing
of the defeat of the army uader Maroto, before their arrival, they
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concentrated upon Conception, where they were pursued by the
patriot chicl, Las ITeras, and obliged to full back upon Talea-
huano, which had been so strongly fortified as to be almost
tmpregnable against the defective battering trains of the pairiots.
Notwithstanding the strength of the place, it was immediately
besieged Dy Lag Heyas, when ensued a serics of operations, which,
for daring courage and intrepidity, find few parailels tn Chilisn
annals,

While waiting for O’Iligging, who was to assume the command
in chicf, T:as [{eras ropelled a terrible sally made by the enemy,
who had been reinforced from Lima; and upon the arrivil of lis
goeneral, he lieaded an assault, from which he would not retire
without orders, although he had left six hundred of his command of
a bhousand men in the ditehes of tho work. In this assault, Geaeral
Bulues, the actnal President of the Republic, sorved as a subaltern.
While the siege of Taleahuano was slowly progressing, it was
determined that the oath of independence should be taken on the
12th of Tobruary, 1818, when Chili presenied herself, and claimed
admission infto the fratervity of nations,

Mecanwhile, San Martin, whose adwinistrative falents appear
fully to have equalled his military skill, was using overy exertion
to establish & Chillan army, and to recruif, fromn the other sido
of tho mountains, bis Argentine regiments, being well aware that
the struggle for liberty was by no means concluded. Nor was
the Vieeroy at Lima idla as Osorio : the victor at Rancagua was
gent with reinforeements to ‘Taleahusno, where, upon aking com-
wand, ko found himsclf at the head of about 5,000 troops of all
arms—a sofficient force to oblige (’liggins to raiso the siege of
that plnce, by taking the field against him. Sau Martin bad,
meanwhile, taken the field, for the purpose of arganizing his atmy 3 -
and, aftor lying & fow months in camp, at the Tlacienda do las
Tablas, nesr Valparaiso, found himself at the head of near 9,000
troops, in an offective condition, and headed by competent officers,

Osorio lind advanced beyond the river Maule, when ho found
himself, owing to the skilful movements of San Martin, so com-
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pletely involved by the columns of the enemy, that lic eould ant
retreat, being completely cornered on the bauks of thab river, and
in auch a position that he would he obliged to give battle on the
following day, the 20th of March, to forces so superior, that sue-
cess could not be anticlpated. Calling a couneil, a surprise was
determined upon, to be attempted that night, which, owing to the
fact that tho patriots were at that moment changing the order of
their camp, was completcly successful. This surprise was nearly
4s unfortunate for the Chiliang as the baltle of Rancagua, as the
whole army—except the division of Lias Ileras, who, upon this
occasion, obtaincd his title of the Ilero of Cancha Rayada—ivas
destroyed and disorganized.

Apain tho scenes which foliowed the battle of Rancagua were
re-enacted, and the emigration again streamed toward the Argen-
tino territories, and all despaired of tho frecdom of their country,
The ndvance of tho enemy’s victorieus eolumns npon Santiage
commencel upon the 24th of Septomber, 1818, Ior a time San
Martin was undecided whether to wait his arxival or retreat upou
Mendoza, but, influeneced by his principal generals, whose inte-
rests were Chilian, he determined on the former alternative 3 and
having once determined, he threw all the influence of a miod
naturally powerful, and full of resources, upon the organization
of a new army, to be formed from the wreck of that he had
slready lod into the ficld—some battulions of which fortunately had
not shared in that disaster—and from the recruits which, or the
impulse of the moment, he was able to crganize. 1lis camp wag
pitehed to the southward of the capital; and when the gallant
division of Las Heras came to incorporate themselves with his
command, they were received with salutes of artillery, and all the
military honours which could be bestowed—a deserved and judi-
cious compliment, the effeet of which was not only to reward the
troops of this gallant leader, but to stimulate the ambition of
others. Having organized his forecs, he maved his camyp taward
he enemy, whose movemenis he commenced to observa ; and to
prevent the Spaniards from taking possession of Valparaisa, he
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ehose a position on the plaing of Maypu, determined, if necés-
mTy, to risk a general battle, rather than permit such conduin-
mation. On the 5th of April, the Royalists tade their
appearance, and at tid-day the two armies joined in & general
battle—that of Maypu—one of tho most famous which has been
fought in South America. The rogalists wers defeated and
driven from the field, but again presented 2 front with their
infantry and artillery, in the Iacienda of Espejo, where they
placed their batteries in position to defeud the approaches, and
fortified themsclves within the houses. But all efforts to retrieva
the day were fruibless, as the patriots, flushed with victory,
fighting for hote and their country, and anzious to Wwipe off tho
stain of the surprise at Cancha Rayada, were iavineible; nad
from this, their last hold, the Spaniards were marched as prisonors
of war. General Osorio had the good fortune to eseapo in disguise.

Thus terminated the battle of Maypu—the Yorkiown of
Chilian independence—as the dominion of lhe Spaniard was
destroyed, nob to bo again restercd. Osorio, upon reaching
Conception, appointed Sanches governor of the Provinue; after
which lie dismantled and deserted Talealiuano, and embarked for
Pern.

The patriots, however, did not attompt ab this time to follow
up their successes, but turned their attention to the rée-organization
of their troops, and the establishment of a naticnal marine, so ne-
cessary for the defence of their own coast, or should an oppor-
tunity offer, for operations againgt tho Spanish forces in Peru,
which yet reinained the central point from whence emsnated all
offensive oporations on the part of the Royalists. The first
exploit of the infank marine—which was placed under the com-
mand of Vice-Admiral Blanco Encalada, a distinguished artitlery
officer, who had served with credit in the battle of Maypn—was
the surprise and eapture of the Spanish frigate Isabel, which hiad
couvoyed 2,000 troops from Cadiz. DBlanco captured also nearly
the whole of this expedition, and most of the transports.  In
Noventber of the same year, the famous Lord Cochrane—whose
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efforts in behalf of liber[‘-)"ﬁ'ould eptitle him to a high stand in
public opinion, bad not bis avarice and sclfishness invariably
destroyed his claims—arvived in Chili, and being employed by
the Government, hoisted bls flag as a Chilian Vice-Adwiral, on
board the “ O'Iliggins,” the latc Spanish frigate Isabel.  Trom
that time until 1822, this enterprising and skilful scaman gave
the Spaniards no rest at sea—their only shelter, and thal not
always effective, being under the gnns of the Castle of Callao.
In 1820, Coclirane’s squadron, with land troops on board, attacked
and completely defeated the Spapiards in Valdivia, which left
the Chilians masters of all the territory pertaining to the former
eolouy, with the exception of the Archipelago of Chiloe. IFrom
1820 to 1822, the assaults of the Chilian squadron, under
Cochraae, continued against the Spanish eruisers and commerce,
until tho Spanish flay was nearly banished from the Pacifie. So
daring was this adventurer, that bo even cul out the Spavish
frigate * Esmeralda,” while lying under the guns of the formidable
Castles of Callas. In 1820, General San Martin, in his turn,
aided by the Chilians, weighed anchor from the port of Valparaiso
with an army of 4,000 mon, and soon afier landed in the nerth
of Peru, where he kept up a sevies of successful operations in the
‘heart of the Spanish influence, until the independence of that
eountry was finally consummated by Bolivar and Sucre, in the
batiles of Junin and Ayacuclo, fought in 1824. Aective hostili-
ties in Chili having concluded in 1823, the Directoral Govera-
ment, to which the peoplo had submitted during the war, became
abnoxious, as it was, in reality, nothing more nor less than a
military déspotism, with no constitutional Jegislative bodles to
temper its absolutism. The Chilians began to consider that they
had fonglht for a free representative government, and nota change
of rulers; and the dissatisfaction with the Directoral Government,
and the dispositlon to depose O’lliggins, became very general
throughout the Provinces. T'he dissatisfaction which caused the
Chilians so soat to forget the signal services of their most distin-
guished revolutionary hero, may be measurably explained by the
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Met that (P’ITigaing was the leader of 2 party ; and that his eppo-
nents, whom he persceuted, though the weakest, were far from
contemptiblo, and were abla by theiv infuence, aided by the
general dissatisfuction with the existing form of government, to
effect his removal.  This was effected toward the end of January,
1823, when the Cabildo, supported by the most influential ditizons
of Santiago, and the troops of the garrison, informed the Supremo
Divector that his continuance at the head of affairs was inadmis-
sible.  Iaving assured himself that this was the public will, he
ahowed nono of that tenacity in retaining power whiokh has fro-
quently been displayed to a lemiliating oxtent by distinguished
men. Stripping himsclf of the insignia of his office, hd tendered
his resienation, and parking in couvtesy at loast, if not in friend-
ship, with the triple Juata nominated to succeed him, sot out for
Lima, where he remained until his death, notwithstanding’ an
wyilation from the Ohilian govormment to return.  Such waé the
political fate of the most distinguwished Chilian gencial, whost
unceasing cfforts attained the independence of his country. He
hadt Lig faults, doubtless; he was arbitiary, and displiyed a vin-
dickiveness toward his rivals and opponents, especially the Carrora
fanily, which must detract much from his reputation as a digia-
ferested patriot, Ilis eulogy is the narration of his militacy
exploits, whicll ave heen already briclly recorded ; and the gujet.
dignity with whieh le retived (rom power must ¢ommeand the
respect of all wiro peruse his whale history,

As generally occurs with the multitude, the change of govern-
ment soon coased to satisfy ; and before the end of the year, the -
office of Supreme Directar was again created, nnd the dignity
coferred on General Treire. Oune of the first acts of the new
Director was to reinforco the liberating army in Peru by 2,000
men, who were dispatched from Valparaiso, toward the close of
1823, under command of General Piuto, with orders to touch at
inteemediate ports. Before arriving, they lecarned that the
patriots liad been totally routed by General Valdez, upon which
they voturned fmmediately to Chili, afording the Director an
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opportunity to avail himself of this force for the conquest of
Chiloc, the only point in the Chilian territory now held by the
Spaviards. The Expedition under Colonel Beauchef arrived al
tho Archipelago, in April, 1824, and took the field against the
enemy ; but notwithstanding all the efforts of the gallant leader,
. their invasion wag repelied, and the troops oblized to retiro ta
Conception. Tho importance of this island to the Spaniards,
who continuelly fomented disorder and dissatisfaction in the
southern provinees, was sulliciently apparent to alll; and as the
national honour wag compromised, apother expedition was organ-
ized, with more earc, during the year 1825, which arrived i
San Carles, in Chiloe, in January of the yeur following, under
command of the Supreme Direetor, and taking the field, succceded
in utterly destroying the BSpanish forces under Quintanilla, and
hoisting in the Arehipelago the Chilian flag, which now floated
undisturbed over every portion of territory governed by the
Spanish President of the ancient Colony, hut now the free and
independent Republic of Chili. Thus terminated the seeord, and
most glorious epoeh of Chilian history : the third is little more
than & history of parties, and rccord of civil strife ; but being
necessary to complete the sketeh, and display the slow process
by which the Republic nttained its prescnt respectable position,
we will review it briefly, bringing it wp to the existing state of
things.




CHAPTER VIILT
HISTORY SINCE REVOLUTION,

ArrER a popular administration of three years, General Freire
resigned the Divectorship, in 1826, No less than six Presidents
fucceeded between 1820 and 1830, under the now conslitution,
each one serving but 2 short time, and resigning with disgust,
when he wag, in conformity with the provisions of that instrument,
succeeded by the Viee-President, and he,in turn, by the Presideot
of the Senate. Duaring this short poriod, dissatisfaction was
general, and some revolts ocenrred among the military, which
was the veal power by which the country was governed. In 1830,
Congress was declared an unconstitutional and bedy 5 the President
Vicunia, who had succeeded to that office from the Presidency of
the Senate, was ot issue with the Junta Governativa. Geaeral
Prioto, who was in command of the Southern army, declared in
favour of the Junts, and commenced marching upon Santiago,
but was met at Ochagavia by General Lastra, who adhored to the
President, when o battle ensued, in which tho success was so
cqually balanced, that both partics claimed a viotory, Freire,
who attempted an unsucosssful medintion, aftorwards joined the
President with all the forees who wonld acknowledge bis claim
to their ohedicnee as Captain General, but was defeated by the
Southern army under Pricto, and banished in 1830. Tayle wag
now olected President, but resigned, and was succceded by the
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Yice-President, who also dying, was succeeded by the President
of the Senate, who acted until Prieto was elected in 1830.*

With the clection of ’rieto, who.was assisted by Dicjo Povtales,
Minister of War and the Inberior, commenced a better order of
things, when roformation and unflinehing improvement beeame
the order of the day. The constitution having been considered
faulty, another was proposed by Prieto, which, having becn ap-
proved, was promulgated in 1833, and being that actually n
force, will be discussed under the head of ¢ Goverament,”” in the
next chapter. Portales, perfnctly aware that no government
could be stable, 8o long as liable to a complete revolubion by
means of the military force of the country, which was at the dis-

- posal of many aud rival chieftaivs, determined, as a ficst step, to
Hmit their influence, by establishing a- counterpoise in the organ-
ization of the militia, whose ellicicucy soon destroyed the over-
weening power of the regular cstablishment. Not salisfied with
-this radical change, and with a view also to economy in the
administration, the army was reduced, and many useless officers,
civil and military, struck from the lst. .

Tortales, who was perfecily acquainted with the character of
all the politicians of his own couniry, was one of those men who,
like Tacon, in Cuba, was by natuve eminently calenlated to master
the inferior but turbulent people avound him 5 and perhaps there
were few of the leading men of that day who were not more or
less in bis power, and whom he could not, snd would not have
crushed, had they altenpted opposition to his measures, which
were undoubtedly intended, as they were adapted, for the benefis
of his country and the masses, as well ag the respectability of the
government abroad.  I'o him Chill owed its public eredit, which
had been low—the dovelopment of many of its resources—and
the establishment of a police unequalled in America, the benefit

* There appears to have been a singular mortality among the Chilian
Presidents during this stormy period of her lnstory, which is not clearly
accounled for,
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nf wlich he himself evjoyed in watching and cheeking the tar-
bulent. It is truo that his attempts at forcign negotiation, and
interference with other powers, led his country into a war; but
owing to Lis cowbinations, which were reted upon oven after his
death, it was o glorious and beneficial contest for Chili. The
practical advantages derived from it have alrcady been alluded
to in discussing the commerce of Valparaiso, in the first chapter,
The policy of the Chilian Admiuistration, which brought about
the rupturc with Pern, was moro than questionable. A treaty
had been megotinted, highly advautageous to the former country
but before it was fully sanctioned, the Peruvian President, Obe-
Joso, was dviven from the execulive chair, by a rcbel chieftain
mmed Salivera, with whom, at the head of the government de
facto, ratifications were exchanged, even while Obejoso’s agent
tontinaed to reside near the Chilian governmont, and while thd
legitimate President was still in arma againet the usurper. It is
st all times difficult, particalarly for a stranger, to obtain the
true sentiments of a subordinate in an administralion upon a
delieate subjcet ; but I have overy reason to belicve, from infor-
mation received fiom his contemporaries aud personal friends,
that this step never mel the approbation of the enlightened Por-
tsdes. Soon after this exchange of ratifications, Obejogo, aided
by Santa Cruz, President of Bolivia, defeated the rebels, Salivern
sd Gomarra, ai the battle of Socabaya, after whiclh the latter
eseaped to Chili, and the former, with his prineipal officers, wos
shot. Obcjoso was now re-cstablished in his government, and feeling
the stight which he had enduredat the hands of tho Chilians,
moulled the treaty by n decree, conceding four months for its
tenewwal, which time having been allowed to pass by the latter
wsithout taking any action in the premiscs, discriminasing duties
were placed on their products and merchandise transhipped from
any of their ports. The Perm Bolivian Confeduration placed
Sapta Cruz, awid expressions of fervenb gratitude on the
part of Peru, at the head of the twe governments as supreme
Protector—ODejoso heing, in reality, little more than his tiled
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ament.  To his inflacnce was atbributable a commereial resula-
tion wunquestionably beneficial to Pern, by which double duties
were charged upon importations from any vessel which had
touohed at Valparaiso; & measure by which Chili could notl but
suffer, as she had been hitherto & doposit whenes I’eru had re-
cgived her morchandize ix proportion to demand, alter fiest pay-
ing transit dubies in the former sountry. Chili now saw that she
had much to feur from the Teru Bolivian Confederation and its
clear-headed supreme chicf; 2nd hostilitics, which were doubtless
intended, wore hastened by an invasion attempted by General
TFycire, from the Port of Callao, at the hiead of the Chilian emi-
grants who had been banished aftor thoe defeat by Prieto in
1830. That this expedition, which, owing to the encrgy and
talent of Dortalea teeminated without bloodshed, was connived s

by Obcjoso, there can be no reasonable question ; but that Santa
Cruz neithier advised nor was cognizant of it | think no less cer-:
tain.  Freire was again banished, but no one was capitally oxe-

cuted, as the tendors of assistance from all quarters to the gor-

vernment during the attenapt, convineed the President and lis
sagacious minister that they could afford to show their contempt ¥
of such ill-concerted and ill-advised enterprises by lenieney toward ;

the perpetrators. ‘The Chilian government, couscious of the advan-
tages they must losc owing to the new state of things brought about
by the infloence of Santa Cruz, and jealous of the power of the

Deru-Bolivian Confederation, which it was deemed their interest |

‘to digsolve at nll Lazards, availed themsclves of the exeuse
afforded by Freire’s expedition to make 2 demonstration upot
Peru. A mimster; accompanicd by a squadron, was accordingly
dispatched in 1836, td make reclamations on the Peruvian goet
ernment {or injuries attributable to that czpedition, ag well as the
diseriminating dulies upon transhipped merchandize.

That the original intention of this mission was hostile there canbe
no reascnablo doubt, ag the fivst act of the squadron was £o surprie

and capfure all the Peruvian vessels of war which were lying ia

Callao roads, and place them under the guns of their own ships,
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whieh were anchored near San Lotenzo and out of reach of the
guns of the onatles. This aet of aggrossion was ostensibly in-
tended to prevent a repetition of an attempt to invade their
territories, and was measarably justified by the fact that Obejoso
previonsly had chartered the Peruvian vessels of war for com-
mereial purposcs, and that iwo of them had been obtained on
false pretensea by Freire for his expedition against Chili.  Soon
after this act of hostility a conference was agreed to, tho resalt of
which wag, that the Pernvian vessels should remain in the hands
of the Chilians—that bLostilitics should be suspended on hath
sides, each party being also precluded from making any warlike
preparation.  Santa Cruz, upon this oceasion, most solemuply, and
ns T beliove, most truthfully disavowed all parlicipation in
Freire's attempt to revolutionize Chili; and expressed his willing-
ness to refund to that government all the cxpenses which it liad
incmred in sappressing it—an offer which he could make without
compromising his dignity, as the cxpedition had saiied froin
Callao, o city pertaining to the Confederation, where the local
asuthorities ought to have been assured of its innocence hefore
permitting it to leave the port. Although the minister could nat
sigo a definitive couvention, Santa Cruz bourd himself to fulfl the
conditions which it imposed upon bim ; and at the same time
took every measure in bis power to convince the agent and his
government of his desire to cultivate amicablo relations with
Chili. . That he acted in perfectly good fuith no one can doubt;
us his protestations upon this occasion were corroborated by his
conduct subsequently, when the advantage was clearly on his
side. Upon the veturn of the Chilian agent, the government,
which had now determined o regain their commercial supremnaey,
and destroy the influcmee of Sants Oruzm, commenced warlike
preparations ; aud fitting out all their vessels, among whicli were -
ths prizes taken from the expoeditiou of Freire, and those gome-
what treacherously capturcd at Callao, the fleet was sent to Pern
with their ¢ ultimatum?’-—the dissolution of the Confoderation and
reatoration of sovercigety to Peoru and Bolivia. To this, Santa
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Cruz positively, and with much propricty, refused to acecde,
more especially ns 6 was accompruied by a threatening display
of force. In December, 1836, Chili deelored war againsé the
Confoderation, and commenced, under supervision of the inde-
fatigable Portales, to prepure for hostilities. The DPresident as-
sumed extraordinary powers, provided for in the constitution, and
troops were coocentrated at Valparaiso, the whole expedition
being placed under the command of Admiral Blanco Encalada,
while that of the land forces was cneharged to Colonel Vidame,
an officer who had a high reputation for gallantry and falents.
In addition to the Chilian army, a division of banished Pernvi-
ans, under command of Geneval Lia luente, an exile from that
conntry, who it was intended should play the same part, to a
certain extont, in dissolving the Peru-Bolivian Confederation,
that our worthy and philanthropic ancestors, the English, have
assigned to a ceréuin black boy, whom it suits their purposecs to
style Hing of the Mosquilas, in these attonpts to obtain territory
in Central Americe. DBefore the sailing of this expedition Chili
met with a loss which wag irrcparable, and for which the ulti-
mate success of the war did nob compensate. This misfortune
was attributable to ithe treachery of the commandaot of the
troops, Vidame, who, after the forces were corcentraied al
Valparaiso, ungratefully made Portales prisoner, and attacked
Valparaiso, when he was beaten off by Admiral Blanco and his
cousin. Vidame, who was governor of the eity. When the result
of the attack became known, Poriales and his secrelary were
shot by the step-son of the mutineer. Vidame and his accom-
plices fled after the battle was lost, but were afterwards oap-
tured, when ho and eleven of his officers were shot, an act of rotri-
butive justice, however, whieh was a poor compensation to the
country for the loss of the most unflinching patriot which Chili
has prodireed, and to whose foresight and wncompromising ex-
ertions she owes, in a bigh degrec, hor prosent prosperity. The
land forees, to the number of three thousand wmen, which were
now placed under the command of Gencral Aldurate, sailed for
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lslay, and took possession of the important interior city of Ave-
quipa, the seecond in Peru, where La Pucnée was declared So-
preme Chief by the Chilians, ard commenced organizing his
government.  The forces of the Confederation retived befors the
ivvading army ; but, contrary lo their anticipations, mo discon-
tented Peruviaps joined their ranks. ‘The sucecss of the cam-
prign depending essentially upon sueh aid, the position of the
Chitinns soon became extremely eritical, and Santn Cruz was
concentrating his forces, and threatoned to cut off their com-
munications with the sen coast. The Protector of Peru soon
consummated his plaos, coclosing the Chilians with double their
force, leaving no alternative but the desperate chances of a
battlo, or submission, when their encmy, with a clemency which
displayed the truth of his previcus assertions to their Plenipo-
lentiary at Callao, offered to treat for the ovacuation of the
Peruvian territory on terms the most liberal and honourable to
them. As the Chilian forces were accompanied by a Plenipo-
tentiary, o treaty was effected, which is kaown in the history of
South American diplomacy ag that of Paucarpata, after which
the kindest hospitalities were oxtended to the iuvadors until they
had embarked for home. Upon the return of tho cxpedition,
general dissatisfaction was expressed by the government and
the people, who considered the convention as disgrnceful, Blanco
was deprived of his commund, and g court-martisl ordered ; the

 treaty disavowed ; and another army of six thonsaud men pre-

pared to embark, and placed under the command of General
Buines, a youog and dashing oflicer, a mephew of the President,
sho had acquired a reputation by a successful eawpaign against
tho Arsucaniuns. This expedition was accompanied net only by
Ia Pucnte but by Gamarra, an ex-president, who had attempted
munsuceessfu] rovelution ngainst Obejoso, and who it was believed

- would be better received by the Peruviang than was Lo Puente

vpon the former occasion. The policy of Chili iu thus forcing
» neighbouring state into & war, and then atiemptiog to intro-
dues dissensions among them by aidiug with their troops thess
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revolutignary chiefy, i8 inexcusable ; and the morbid sympathy
lately expressed, covertly Ly the government and openly by the
people, for their Mexican brethren during their contest with the
United States, and their dissatisfaction cxpressed towards the Iatter
eovntry, comes with a very bad grace from a people whose his-
tory contning such episodes as that which T have just sketched.
The explanation, however, may bo found in the fact that the war
Detween the United States and Mexico was a war of races, and
that the Spanish Arericans, whose quareals rvesemble thase of
man and wife, fight among themselves like the famons ** Kilkenny
Cats,” but arc immediately roused in o genoval erusade should
a nation not boasting peninsnlar origin find it necessary to casti-
gate any ane of them. This feeling has npon more ocacasions
than ene developed itself, and quite reeently it produeed much
commotion in the Spanish Amecrican slates, when 16 was
rmmoured that French and Irish emigrants would aseist Flores
in making himself President of Kquador ; while none of these
governments find cause for reclamation in the fact that the most
excellent government of Buenos Ayres, with which they have the
most friendly relations, has been since 1841 attempting by foreo
of arms and diplomacy to foist upon the Montevideans a Presl-
dent whom they expelled in 1837, and whose legal term of elec-
tion hag long since expired. Before the arrival of the Chilian
Tixpedition at Lima, where they intended to disembark upoa the
oceasion, Obejoso, with a want of faith which so frequently ehar-
asterizes the prominent men in this hero-ridden continent, de- |
clared against his friend and ally, Santa Cruz, and pronounced
the Confederation dissolved, in which movement he was assisted
by General Nioto, He, however, refused to act in conjunction
with the Chilians, whom he informed they must seek elsewhers
for Santa Cruz, and organized his forees to observo their move-
ments.  Balies disembarked his troops beyond the reach of the
famous Callao castles and encamped on the plain near Lims. !
. The next morning Obejoso, ohserving a movement among the
Chilians which he supposed to be the prelude to an gttack npon
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the capital, determined to {ake tho initiative, marching oub to
give battle, aud ordering Nicto to follow. 'hig General imita-
ting the recent treachery of his ehief, held back with the troops
ander his eonmmand, which defection led to the total defeat of the
President, and the eapture of Lima.  Obejoso secereted himself
i the city, and afterwards escaped to the castles of Callao; bub
finding that be would, by remaining, fall into the hands of Santa
Cruz, embarked for Guayagail, thus terminating, at least for tho
time, his political careor.  Nicto, a8 is usually the coge with de-
feated rebels in South Ameriea, obtained protection on hoard a
foreign mau-of-war.

The day after the entrance of the suceessful Chilians, Ga-
marra, their ready-made President, was put at the head of the
Government, where he remained, however, but a short time, ag
Santa Cruz, then in Dolivia, hearing of the state of affaira in
Limn, collceted bis forees, and after effecting o junction with
three thousand troops, under command of General Maoran, the
Murat of Tcru, eutared Lima on the day after it had been
evacuated by-ihe Chillaus, Dulnes, upon the approach of Santa
Uruz, embarked bis troops, aud Janded again in the departnent
of Truxillo, where they were pursued by the enemy, and over-
laken near Huma.

Santa Cruz, baving encamped in o strong position, intended to
give battle as soou as hig troops had rested after their uawonted
exertion ; and aware that the cuemy werc in much distress, he
had no doubt of defeating them with ease, although the numeriosl
differenee in force wag very small, each army numbering some-
thing more than four thousand men. Ile did not, however, count
upon the desperation of the Chiliang, nor treachery which was
bugy iu his ranks; and before he bhad made his dispositions for
battle, he was himsclf attacked jn his trenclies. The battle of
Yungai, which ensued on March 20th, 1839, was one of the
most despoerate ever fought in South Ameriea, lasting six and
a half hours, terminaling in the utter defeat of Sants Cruz, and
dissolution of the Confederation. 1t was, however, by no 1means
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2 bloodless vietory for the Chilians, as they lost fificen hundred
killed, while the loss of the Peru-Bolivians amounted fo iwo
ihousand men. The army of Santa Cruz was completely anat-
hilated ; two generals were killedd, and three made prisoners,
while he barely escaped with his life, accompanied by some
twenty soldiers, At Lima he was joined by Moran, whom he
placed in command of the castles of Callao, with orders to hold
thegr four wonths, when he would dring relief, and refmstate
himsclf in authority. He divceted his course to Arequipa, where
he was most popular; bub while on his way, news was fiest
received of a revolution and his own depesition in Bolivia; and
next, that Arequipa had also deserted :him. Fis life he saved
with diliculty, ag all men turned agaiust the uefortunate chiel
tain, who, accompanied only by three or four faithful followers,
among whom was Gen. Miller, ab this time H. 3. M. Consul-
general in the Sandwich Yslands, hie cseaped to Islay, where ho
had just timo, by ecmbarking in an English vessel of war, to save
himsclf from capture by a body of cavalry which had pursued
him, Thus for the time terminated the political carver of Gen.
Santa Cruz, one of the most liberal-minded and lhonourable of
the chiefs who Bave figured io South America, and 2 man more
caleulated than any other to clevate his country to the exalted -
position which it might hold among nations. In his whole carcer,
political aud wilitary, T can find no stigma attached to his name—
no treachcrous desertion of a leader or a faction for his own
clevation—no eruclty to his enemics—no faithlessnoss to his
friends, nor bad conduct as a military leader. Ilis misfortunes
were due to his trust in the good faith of others; for had he
crushed the Chilian army under Aldanate, it would not have
returned augmented in numbers to attack bim when unprepared ;
and had he retsined the Bolivian army in Peru, neither the de-
fection of Obejoso, nor the revolt of Baldiviah (the general who
pronounced against him in Bolivia during Lis absence), would
have oceurred. The small remnant of oficers who remnined
Sithful to him, including Miller, Moran, Garcia del Rio, and
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Cardeito, is a striking commentary apon the dependence to be
placed upon South American faith and gratitude.

In 1836, the Poruvian Assembly had declaved him Supreme
Protector for iife ; the invincible pacificator of Peru decreed an:
equestrian statua on the field of Sccabayn, $30,000 per annum
as a selary, and that his portrait should be suspended in all
public offices, including the halls of Congress. To 1839, he, with
three faithful friends, was fleeing from his encmies, and every
mau was his enemy ; and life was oaly assured when he was no
Jonger within the limits of his Supreme Protectorate, and when
he sought the asylum afforded by o foreign man-of-war. These
are the people whose glorious cfforts for liberty we are expected
to admive. I wm a republican by hirth and from conviotion; but
rather than see my own country resemble these vacillating, eruel,
and wugrateful communitios, which we are expeoted to reeognizo
a3 otir sister institutions, I would a thomsand times welcome a
despotism. Despots persecute the few, democracies the many,
Despotisms may corrupt the wmoralg of o few, but when demo-
eracy yuns riot, 23 it bas done in many South Amorican States,
it spreads its blighting inflacuce over all classes. Ti is always
said, speaking of the disturbed state of those countries, that they
are mot true republics, but military despotisms, and that armics
have no right to deliberate. Of what do the armies consist but
of the wavering, changeable people, with arms and uniforips,
mnd influcneed by the specious arguments of every demagogue,
ewvil or military !  An army ceases to be suoh when it assumes
2 right to deliberate. Tbis then, in different degrees, according
to the extent to widel its pretensions nre earried, cither the peo-
ple or the maob in uniform, While touching, however, upon tho
destiny of Santa Cruz, I may allude to the fale of his rivals,
nnd the traitors who betrayed him. Valasco was declared presi-
dent at his deposition, by the military pronunciamento of Daldi-
vian during his absence from DBoliva., Afterwards znother rave-
lution placed Daldivian in the presidential chair; and in 1847,
just belore my own arrival in Valparaise, he arrived in Chili a
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fugitive, having been driven out to make yoom for the same
Valasco whom he Lad deposed.  Thus it is with South American
revolutions; and thus it is that the natural mede of government
is brought into eontempt among nations. Santa Cruz was a far-
sighted man j he wished to establish a government so atrong that
the pronunciamento of the eclonel of & regiment in some remoto
point in the republic might not affect its stability, as had been
Litherte the case; and his eommercial views were so extended,
that lie saw no necessity for the eitizens of Peru first paying a
transit duty on morchandize in Valparaise before it reached their
ports. e wished, also, to open a free eommeree with forcign-
ers, &g an hmportant clement of prosperity to the nation over
which circumstances ealled him to preside.  This was the true
eause of the hostility of Chili. Tor the time they were success-
ful, and by destroying the Confederation they retained much of
the commerce of Pern and Bolivia in their own bands; bui
rircomstances which their limited though well-organized forces
could not control, gave to the United States a good port in Cali-
fornia ; and almost ab the same time, by the discovery of a gold
region in their territory, gave a powerful incentive to emigration,
by which the time bas becnimuch hastened when Chili will he no
longer an *“ entrepot? for the cowmmerce of the Pacifie. Such
wore the objecis of Chili in their successful war, and such the
fate of the Suprems Protector, who was thus forced fo abandon
South America. His more recont bistory has been rceorded,
whether truly or falsely I canuot say, in the journals of the day,
in connection with the projeeted expedition of Flores ; but of
one thing I am well assured, that no chief who has hitherto
figured in Peru or Bolivia, is so well calculated to ensure their
prosperity as Gen. Sauta Cruz.  After the battlo of Yungai,
where the Chilians are aceused of having slown great cruclty to
the wounded, whom they slaughtered indiseriminately during the
rout, Bulnes returned by sea to Collaic where, bofore re-
cmbarking for Chili, he not only imposed upon the Peruvians the
President Ganiarra, but a Coustitutiony aflter which he retived,
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ad wag soon after eclected President of Chili—an office which
he still holds. As Gamarra has figrwed as a Chilian or their coad-
jutor in the preceding sketel, i may not be considered inappro-
priate to follow his history (o its speedy termination.  In 1840,
Bolivia, now haviog Jost her waster-spiot in Sauta Cruz, beeaine
the prey of rival factions contending for the presideney, when
Gamarra was requested to setile the dispute with an armed foree,
Arriving i Bolivia the two pariies united, and alttacking him at
a disadvantage, he was completely defeated.  In his flight from
the ficld be was killed, snd had not Chill mediated, Bolivia in
twn would lave invaded Pern. Thus {erminates tho wars of
Chili with the Peoru-Boliviin Confoderation, and witht it termi-
nates Chilian history, ns since this period she may be said to
have been progressing rapidly in prosperity. ¢ Happy is the
coustry which has no history.”” e who destroyed the spirit of
wilitary inswmrection in Chili, Dicge Portales, the statesman and
patriot, is dead, but bis work lives after him, and o hiis combi-
nations is duc the prosperity which Chili has enjoyed since hig
first appearance o ber adminisbration.  Bulnes, the  successful
general, is now scrving Lis second term as President of the Re-
public. O’liggins died in voluntary exile. Sapia Cruz is an
exile, and the General Freire, who suceeeded O'Higging, and
attempted from Peru a revolution in Chili agninst the authority
of the constitutional President, is now living quietly in Santiago,
slthough it is supposed by some persons that he would be willing
to relieve the monatony of bis life by another attempt to place
himself at the head of the government, wore ibs strength not too
great, and the chance of Exceutive clemency which ko experi-
enced during tlic presidency of I’rioto, too small i that of his
prompt and decisive nepliew.

Whether or not so long an episede in a work which professes
to bo 2 narrative of a journey, may not be justly considered ill-
placed, is a question which 1 leave the reader to decide for him-
self. It has been, and is my own opinion, that a sketeh of the

' 6
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history of tlio most prosperous of Spanish American Republics,
cannot but posscss some interest to Americansd, capecially when

broupht into a condensed form frem the cpoeh of the conqueat
to the present time.




CHAPTER IX.

EROURAYIY —GOVERNMENT—DEPARTMENTS OF FOREIGN AFFAI N3y
FINANCE, AND INTEHIDR,

Tk geographical position of Chill is casily appreciated by a
rugle glance at the map of Suuih Awerica. Tt s a loog and
narrow skrip of Iand, bounded on the west by the Pacifie, which
bathes its shores during its whole extent ; on the north, by o
impassible desert of Atacamn; on the cast, by difficult, at some
reasons, hwpassable Cordillera ; and on the south, by the territory
of the uneonquered Arancanians. To these natural boundarics,
which have prevented the Chilian population from disseminaling
jtself over too wide a field, the country owes its high stato
of caltivation and much of its prosperity. The whele length
of Chili is about eighteen hundred miles ; and its breadth, which,
however, virics greatly as the Cerdillere ndvances lo, or recedes
from the coast, is abott two hundred miles. Independent off
their continental terrilory, the Chilians also possess the far-famed
wland of Juan Fernardez and the Archipelago of Chiler, oon-
taining sixty-four islands; all, however, exeept Chilos propor,
insignificant in cxtent and sparsely populated. Recently the
government lias attempted fo extend its possessions, by establish-
ing a colony on the north side of the Straits of Magellnn j bub as
yot it Ling proved only n source of cxpense, and hay led morever
to & reclamation from the Argentine govermment, which also
thims that territory. The conlinent proper is divided into ten
provinces, which are ench governed by an Intendant, who is
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appointetl by the supreme government. The provinces them-
sclves nre, for greater convenicnce, divided into dopartments, the
rdininistration of whicl i3 cncharged to an jufwmior authority,
who is styled governor. The most northern of these provincesis
Atacama, the capital of which is Clopinpe, one of the most impor-
tant seaports.  The great wealth of this province coosists in its
minerals, of which copper is the most important.  The nekt pro-
vinoe in order is Coguimbe, of which Serena is the capital, which,
independent of mineral wealth, produces grain, fruits, and liguors,
The port of this province 1s Cloguimbo, one of the most seeure in
Chili.  The next provinee is Aconcagna, extcoding from
Coquimbo to the hillz of Chacwbuca, which separate 3t fram Sen-
tiago. On the cast i is bounded by the Cordillera, whenco
issua numerous streams, which make this one of the most fertile
and productive of the provinees. s resources are principally
agricultural ; althongh it possesses considerable mincral wealth,
Its capital is the city of San Lelipe. ‘The province of Talpa.
razso is less fertile than mast other regions in Chili, agd derives
its principal impertance from its port, which, though niot so good
08 cither Coguimbo or Talcaluans, has become the commercial
emporium of the country. Tt must not be understood, liowever,
that this province is sterile, as it produecs grains and fruits in
tonsiderable quantitics, and supplies most abundantly the mar-
kets of its capital. Suntiage is cxtremely fertile and well
watered, the beautiful valley already mentioned in the desevip
tion of the Chilian capital, extending nearly through its whol
extent. Its prineipal wealth consists in grains, cattle, and froils,
although metals are found in various localities. T'he capital of
the province of Colchagqua is San Ternando, and its wenlth
principally mineral and agricvlbural. Marble is found in this
province,

Talca, with 2 capital of the same name, is comparatively s
new district, but is rapidly progressing iu prosperity.

Maule, whose capital is Conquienes, is fertile, producing grains,
fruits and minerals. At the capital thers are warm springe,
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wshich arc much resorted to by invalids.  Temperature, accord-
ing to Danrin, varies in the dilferent springs at different scasons,
In 1835, during the great earthquake, it suddenly fell from 118°
to 029 Fabr.

Conception, with a capital of the sane name, the part of which
8 Tafcahvann, s an extensive district, vich in timber, uscful in
the arts, grains, eattle and wines, which latter atiain an exeel-
Iemee not found clsewhere in South Ameriea.  Thero is algo
mincral wealth in this proviuce of which a coal bank is probably
(he most important.

Faldivin, the most sonthern of Chilian provinees, is yet almost
ina state of natore, and inhabited for most part by Indians, It
possesses mineral wealth which is not yet developed.  1ts produe-
tina nre cercal graing and wood for construction, the latter
having been thus far the most valuable export.* '

While apon the sulject of the polilical divisions of the coun-
iry, it may not be Inappropriate to toueh upon the division of
land and the condition of the people roriding in the country~—the
{fuases or peasantry.  Owing to the Jarge grants made to the
falowers of Valdivia and the carlier governavs, and which for tho
most part remain in the families of the first donataries, the land in
the cultivated districts is almost invariably held in fee simple by
large landed proprictors.  When received by the first settlors,
the grant of Jand was almost invariably accompanicd by an encom-
mienda or grant of a certain number of Indians, who were, necord-
ing to the Spanish system in those days, obliged to labour for
their proprictors.  As the Spanish pepulation increased, and the
‘mingling of the people, and the matural effect of contact with a
superior race had thinned the Indiang, and seon after, when,
owing to the exertious of certain philanthropists, which the in-
terested proprietors could no lenger oppose, the system of enco-
mendas was abolished, it became necessary to supply labour from
mnother source. A scanty supply of negroes weasuvably flled
up this deliciency ; but as slavery was also abolished by Carrera,

#* D. F. Lopez, Historia de Chile.
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while 2t tho Liead of the revolutionary government in 1811, this
source of Inhonr wag also withdrawn from the propriclors.®
Meanwhile, even Dbefore the abiolition of Iudian servitude, a
new class of men were rapidly inereasing in Chili—the poor
who had no landed possessions, and who Lecame so numorous that
employment could he no Ionger found 1 the citics as laborers, or
i the few mechanie arts whieh were practised in Chili.  Thew
persons at present form the labonring class, under a system quit»
closely resembling the fendal, as the landed proprictors give to a
peasant who applies to him for permission to reskle on lis estate,
a small portion of land, upon which he creets a cottage, and by
the careful cultivation of the limited field which has been given
him, supports hinsell and family.  Wor this right to veside on the
estate, and for this assignment of land, he is obliged te render
certain servicos to the proprictor, differing only from a feudsl
tenure in the faet that these services are nob military, bat agri-
cultural and pastoral. The uguiline, or tennnt, must assist his
master's immediate servantsin deiving in and in wmarkivg cattle (the
flodes ), in getting in avd threshing the harvest, and, in short,
any ol the more imnortant services of an cstale, which require
greater force than that ordinarily employed.  As the limited cx-
tent of cultivable soil assigned by the land owner is seldom suffi-
cient Lo support the tenant and bis family, he is at liberty, when
not required by the proprictor, to ask scrviee elscwhere, which
they invariably do, as the Chilian peasant is by no meang idle,
and in pursuit of employment, which density of population makes
difficelt in their own country, finds bis way to the adjoining
Argentine Provinces, where they are employed as labourers in

# 1 often had oceasion to remark upon the limited number of negroes in
Chili, particularly in the interior, which in this respeet contiasts not enly
with Brazil, but Buenos Ayres, Monte Yideo, and Peru. Upon inguiring of a
very intelligent Chilinn, whose cxalted official position, thorgugh edueation
and experience gave him a good opportunity of judging, I was informed
that most of the Chilian negroes who had been freed by Carrera enlisted in
the army of St. Martin, and were left by him in Peru and Buenos Ayres,
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awns, or upon grazing and other farms, So numerous are the
Chilians at Mendora and its vicinity, that any labourer is oalled
Chilenoe whether he be a native of that country or not. The
peasant in Clili, of course, can possess but little education—the
'l'v'malc pottion (Gluasiies) still less—yet they appear bappy,
industrious, and are vory polite o strangers. As might be
expected; the effect of this fendal system is to malke them subor-
dinate and very respectful io all wheom they consider their
speriors i social postbion or in wealth.  All such they address
as *“patron,’? employer, or masier, and while in their presence,
they generally stand uncovered.  Such state ef politesse, among
many will doultless be considerrd as in a high degree derogatory
to the dignity of human mature; as the predisposition unfortu~
nately among these who are influenced by the arguments of the
detnagogues, is to consider that in tho intercowrse betwoon the
poar and rich, the ignorant and educated, the former oannot
uphold their dignity as free and enlightencd citinens, save by o
digplay of rudeness, intonded for assertion of equality, Vet
these samo sticklers for the dignity of buman nature, can, ns wo
hieve often sean, assume the most abject humility wlhen their
intorest dietates. The independence which they preach, thero-
fore, is only applicable in all those cases in which they require
nothing of these whe may have it in their power to oblige them,
as no mat can be more servile than the flatterer and servant of
the mob.¥* Iu my opinion, thercfore, the respect shown by the
Chilizn peasant to those whom education, or wealth, or both, have
placed abeve him, has in it more real dignity than the alternations
of servility, as occasion offers or requires, and rudencss, mistaken
for independenee, which I have observed in samnc other countrios,
The dwellings of the pessantry are almost invariably to be found
by the road sides, while the grent houso is sitwated in the contro
of the estate, an arrangement not only nseful to the peasant, who

# “ Wherever this word occurs in our writings, it intends persons without

virtue or sense, in al! stations ; and many of the highest rank are often meant
by it TFiclding's History of a Foundling. Nete to chap. IX.
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has thug an opportunity to dispose of superfluous fruits or vewe-
tables to passing travellers, but to the preprictor, who lhas thns
a barrier against depredators, and gives many cstates the appear-
ance of a village, owing to the mumber of tenants who are located
on its margin.  In general terms, therefore, the rural popalation
may be divided into land-ewnars and feudal tenants—the fornier
giving the Innd, and the atter supplying labour required ab cer-
tain scasons, ng a compensation ivr this favour.

GovernmenT.—The general govermment of Chili consists of
an Executive, elocted for five years, cligible for a sccond, but not
a third tern unless an intermediate term has meanwhile transpired.
Ilig duties and prerogatives ace similar to those of our own
Exeentive, and to assist his deliberations, an Iixeculive Council,
consisting of the Presidenis of the Snpreme Court of Justice and
Cowmt of Appeals; the Bishop of Santingo, Apostolic Viear, o
General of Division, Minister of Fstaneo,™ two cx-Ministers, two
Judges, and a Seerctary of the Conucil. The Ministers of the
government are four: Foveign and Iuterior Affaivs, Justice,
Religion, and Public Instrwetion, Treasury, War and Marvine.
The existing President is 1. Manuel Bulnis, General of Division,
who ehiered upon his seeond term on September 18th, 1846,

The egislature consists of two houses-—the Senate and House
of Deputies. The former represent the provinees in the ratio of
two to each Continental Provinee ; the whol: number is conse-
quently twenty.  Their term of service is nine years, and the
mode of eleciion in triple Jists, which are renewed every three
years,  During the first two terws, seven Seanators are eclected,
and in tho third term six, compleling the number.  Scnators and
Deputivg may be clected indefinitely.

‘The ITouse of Deputies is composed of members clected by
direct suffrage, one for every twenty thousand somls. Tn the
cvent of o fraction remaining, not less than half or ten thensamd,

* The functionary here alluded o, presides over the administration of the
menopalies which are veserved by the Government, the amount of which
will be discussed under the head of finance,

R
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it is also represented by a Deputy.  The term of serviee is three
years, and the last elections took place for this ITouse, alike with
the Senate, in 1846.

Annual expenses for salavies and contingents for the iwo
houscs, $7,75%.

The Judieial power in Chili consists of two Superior Courts,
the Supreme Court of Justice, ond that of Appeals. They cael
consist of a Dresident, five Ministers, a Iiseal, two Helatores,
and a Scevetary.

Fomurge Arvamms.—Chill s at present at pence, and is
generally in amicable relations with all nations.  The most -
portant negotiations on foot diving (848, were those Lending to
a long projected meeting of Plenipotentiarics of South American
States, to determine upon a confederation between them, and
estahlish a convention for purposes of commerce and navigation.
Many years had clapsed sinco the Ameorican Congress at which
the Uuited States were represented, had et at Ponama, and
niany of the causes which made it desirable at that time, had
been removed ov madified, and when, owing fo the cxertions of
the States bordeving on the Pacific, it was finally re-convened,
only five Plepipotentiarics appeared in Lima, representing the
Lepublies of Chili, Pern, Bolivia, Equador, aud New-Grenada,

In 1848 the Represeuntatives of these Republios signed a treaty
of Confederation, onc of Navigation and Commerce, a9 wall na
two pacts termed Convention of Mails and Coasular Convention.
The ratifications, which were subject to the decisions of the respec-
tive Qovernments, were to have been exchanged in Limain August,
1849. As might be anlicipated, the Mioister of Foreign Affairs,
who appeaved much in favour of such Congress, announced to the
Chambers in his Report in 1848, that the Government intended
recommending fo the Congress certatn modifications of impor-
tance in the existing Conventions, and that certain ethers should
be found, the attaimment of which he did not consider difficult,
but as cach State will, in all human probability, recommend eon-

flicting modilications, it can searee he anticipated that any stable
fi#
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or uscful arrangemient ean be effected. Ta truth, it strikes we
vory rrongly as a diplomatie game, in which five gavernments
are nlfempling (o overreach each other ; and az of coursr they can.
not all attnin their enda, they will not aatify the eonvention, and
the Congress of Nations at ZLimae will terminnin Lke the fameons
congress ahove athuded taat Pavama. Vhe objecls o he attaine
lly this Cengresa, as anhounerd ]ry the Chifian Government to the
Yeonees i 1813, ix the preservation of exterior and interior
peace, the amicable solntin of quoctions which wizht arie
among the confidderate states, the reanbition of the rvicht of re-
fuge and asylum, the estabiishment of wmore bhenivn prineiples of
intrrantional jusisprilenes, the Lietter enjoyment of aquatie epm-
munitations, the polica of the frentiors, seemity and promptness
n t'piﬁfﬂhn'y (?tn'l't‘r«‘]mmlt‘m‘:', anid the rm‘i]pm(:nl pl'u'lr!<‘.ti--n fn e
ronceded {a citizeng of the respeetive gtatos.  T'he Chibian Seero.
tary also recommended to the eonsideration of the conrress of
plenipotentingics fuch imtual fivour and protection of their rising
commerce a8 might be compatilde with existing treatics and son.
ventions with atlier nations. It st be acknowledged that such
a pact anong the Sonlh American States, it it could he agreed
upon, might he ndvantageous (o all nat anly in & conumereial view,
It on aceount of the mutual strength arising from suely alliance,
which could not bat tend €o liberate them front the fusulting and
offoniive eneroachiments npon their sovercionly which is not un-
frequently practised by poweefal maritime nations, and espeeiatly
by the English, Yot notwithstanding these obvious advantazes,
1 eannhot bat Jook upon the attempt as a pleasing chimera, whose
reafieation a8 impossible, and am indeed murprised that the five
plenipotentiaries should ever have eome fan definite eonclusion
on any of the pointa which were diseussed in the Congresa.
Neighboring statos are alinost invariably rivals, and contizaity is
by no moeans equivalent o identity of interesls, and the confede-
ration will propably bo shipwreeked even before it is well organ-
ized ; and even edmitling the possilility of (he ohjeeta in view, the
disturhed stato of most of these Republics would effectually pre-
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vent & eontinnanee, as a change in administralion due to revolu-
tion in any on¢ of them might be the means of breaking up their
pelitieal and connnercial relations, and would probably lead to
hostilitics.  The unfortunate fata of the Peru Bolivian confads-
ration eught to warn all these states of the great diflionkty of re-
coneiling conflicting intarests between nations. The Chilian
government has also attempted unsuccessfully Lo establish similar
relattans with other South Ameriean siates, A cocrespondanco
transpired Detween it and the Brazilian government during tho
year 1548, mitiated by the former with the desive of entering iuto
some definite arrangement by which the commercial relations
might be placed on a footing mere advantageous for both parties,
and that for this purpose Brazil should accredit a diplomatic
agent, who should be autheriz-d by his goverament to treat with
that of Santiage. The imperial government declised, but bas
since ncerodited a “ clharga des alfuives” to Chili; whose minister
of (ovcigh velationa in his last messago slatea that though the
government ia unwilling to intraduce adious distinetions, it is not
disposed to countennnce inequality without compeusation under
the outward semblance of reciprocity between Chili and  Brazil.
In short, it threatens to cstablish upen Brazilian products differon-
tial duties with a view to equalize the advantages of the commerco
between the two countrics.  That such inequalily exists is appa-
rent from the report of tho Miuister of Finaneo, tn which it ap-~
pears that the valuo of the produce of Brazil introduced into
Chili during the years 1815, %46, and 47 was $1,179,605, whilo
the exportations during the same years from Chili to Brasil
amounted to no more than $371,900, The products of Bresil do
nob mect the rivalry in the Chilinn markets that Chilian products
do in their owu ; in the article of flour, fur example, the principal
agricultural export, Chili haa at tho same time o competo with
tho flour from Kuropo and the United States, each of whom can
sfford to sell ohoaply, oy the cargo is little snnre than ballast, the
profits of tho voyage arising from tho return cargo of coffve. Of
the importations made from Chili into Brazil during the periad
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above alluded Lo, 59,000 wern in ounces of gold, which is net fo
be considered ns affecting the balance above mentioned, which ia
in favour of Bragil lo the amonnt of §R07,515.

It could not be expected that Chili should not have had
ila Lrubles with ita eaptious neighbar, the Argentine Confedera.
tion. Such indeed is the case, as the latter has protested against
the catablishment of the Magellan colony, on the ground that
ihe territory helongs to Buenog Ayres, and demandred satisfaction
for an invasion of the provinee of Meowiozz by an Argontine
ehief, named Rodrignes.  This person, it appears, after an un-
suecessfl attempt against the existing authorities, eseaped to
Clili, where he was placed under surveillanee at the request of
the authorities of Memlosa, but havioe by soma means eseaped,
retarned to the Argeatine tevritory, where he was defeated and
executed,  In a diplomatically insulting note the povermmnent of
the Confederntion necused that of Chili of bad faith and conni-
vance.

There slill exisls nnr open question between Chili and the
United States relative to individual elaims, but the Minister of
Foreign Affairs “hopes that the Cabinet at Washington disem-
barrassed from the urgent attention required by the war with the
Mexican States (whose termination, so ardenily desired, will Le
without deubt a motive of congratulafion to the Chambers,) will
twn ils attention to the discussions pending with this Republic.
Irom ila justico nnd wisdom, we cught fo promisn ourselves a
entisfnctory result." Jiven the compliment to our jrsfice and
wisdom docs not counterpoise the diplomatic expression of dis-
gatisfaction at our war with the Mezicans, with whom the Chilian
people have sympatitised during the contest, not only on account
of tho ties of common origin which bind them together, but from
jealousy to the United Stateg, whose commercial rivalry in the
Pacific must inevitably decrease their importance. Touching
upon this feeling T may also ailude to tho superier popularity of
England over our own counlry it Clili, as it presents an anomaly
nat cagily reconciled at first sight, and of which I have sssared
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myself in three visits to this country,  Tn the coirso of a voyago
round the world and visits paid to eauntries in Asin, Africa, and
Ioth Ameriens, not ta wention divers islands simnf»cd in various
parts af different oceans, [ have faund my cauntry and country-
wen nvariably vespecled and even doved, wherena the Inglish,
rither throngh the agressive poliey of (he g.wcrnrncnt or the
hawtenr of individuals, bave manaeed o make themsclves su-
premely disliked *and immeasuinbly doepised.”  ‘T'o this gencral
rule Chili is the only exception which has yot comve under my
natice, It is trae Fogland has never liad oceasion to eommit
aels of an arhitvary nature, in this Republic, 2s has been tha easo
with almost every nation which was @int in a situation to resist or
resent, yeb tlis alone cannot aeeount for the anomaly to whicl I
allode,  The only explucdion which T ean mnke is, that tho
Fnxlisl wining companiczrwith immense eapitals and commereinl
hanses, which ave minerons i Velparaisn, have for meny years
conlrolled the commerea anl exchange of Chili, while the natives
have generally been their delitars for merchamlise fmported from
ingland and sald to them ouevedit,  Favors rendered and credit
given alike to the government, whose rxteraal debt is e Fngland,
wmay thog aceount fur the popularity of a nation the farbearance
or justice of whose government suod sovial deportment of whose
citizeny certainly could never have secured it,  “I'o the naval ad-
ventnrers, of whom Lord Cochrane stands first in rouk oand
achievements, the Chiliaus have owed something, although not
their independence, which was achicved before thoir arrival, but
as they were ealled upon to pay so liberally, especialiy so to the
distinguished persanage alrendy named, we can scarce imagino
that Itnglish popularity should owe its evigin to this source. If
it does, we must confess that ¢ bk causes do not aiways produco
similay effeets,” which we were formerly tanght to believo ns tha
acta of the Murguis of Marankam, (Lovl Cuchrane,) and hig
naval adventurors in Brazil, amd the Lord High Adwiral of
Ureeee, (Lord Cochiraae,) eertainly dil wot elevate tho charncter
of his countrymen in cither of these countrics,  Quita the con-
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trary, especially in the former, where sowe of his achicvements
are branded as piracics. The exteriov relations of Chili with
other nations do not possess snfficient interest to merit a detailed
account. ln every quarter they are amicabic, and present ap-
pearances promise alike peace abroad and freedom from revolution,
which before the period of Poriales prevented the development
of its resonrces at home.  Theoffice of Foreign Relations, with a
patriotism and sagacity whinh docs it eredit, has recently availed
itself of the presence of their diplomatic and counsnlar represen-
tatives abroad to endeavor to introduce nmprovemcnts into the
conntry and to benefit and develop theiv commerce.  In further-
ance of the former bbject, a proposition was made to the Royal
Gas Company in London, to ilhuninete the Chilian eapilal, which
offer was deelined on the ground that their continental operabions
had boen unsalisfactory, and on account of the remoteness of
Chili, but hopes were entertained that their propositions 1 the
United States would be more suceessful.  Jor the purpose of de-
veloping their commercial, agricultural; and mining resourcoes, tho
foreign office proposed to contribute to the support of a line of
stearmrors to ply bebween Furope and Chili, by way of the Straits
of Magcllan, and touching at Brazil.  Although the proposition
was not accepted in Brazil, hopes are entertained that ik has met
& fuvorable reception in France and Spain, and that the projuct
which would be donbtless advantageous to Chili, nay be consum-
mated when quict Is once mare restored in Hurope.  In conclud-
ing this brief sketeh of Chilian foreign relatiovs, we caunot for-
bear expressing our favorable opinion of the sagacity, patriotism,
and firmness by which the government and legislature seem alike
actuated in their intercourse with forcign powers, and the ccon-
omy and strict accountability with which this, as well as the other
Chillan departments of government are condueted.

The diplomatic agents by which the Republic was represented
in September 1848, were a plenipotentiary in Rome and ong in
the United States. A “ Charge des Affaires,? in Paris. A
Consul General in Mexico and Rio de Janiero. HHer commercial

|
|
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interests are encharged to twonty-six consuls and three vice-con-
suls, residivg at the ports with which hor vessels and citizens have
nost intereourse.

Ixpense of this department during the year 1845, amounted
to 62,371

The diplomatie representatives of foreign nations residing near
the government of Chill, consist of three * Chirges des Affaires,”
representing Spain, United States, and Peru,® aad four Consuls
General, representing Savdinia, Equador, France, and Bngland.
In addition there resides in various ports of the Republic seven-
tcen consuls and six viec-consuls, representing the interests of the
principal maritime powers.

FINANGE AND THE INTERIOR.

The sources of revenue in Obili are land tax, tithes, excise,
articles monopolized by the government, stamps, Jicenses, dutics
of importation, of exportution, loll on reads, post-office, and aue-
tion licenees. The mint during some years is profitable, while in
others 16 is an outlay, and eannot be calculated upon ag a certain
source of revenue.  The sum total of the public revenue derived
from these various sowrees during the three financipl years pre-
ceding my visit was as follows :

845, - - = =« -~ . $3,293039
1846, - - - - = - « - . 3523018
1947, - o~ = = - . o 3,714,078

The amount produced by cach souvee of revenue during the
three years above specified will be seen by glancing the eye over
the table subjoined, which displays the gradual but steady in-
ercase of revenue from almost all the sources specified :

% Since publication of above list, 8 Brazilian Charge has been aceredited
to Chili, while the United Stales have raised their legation to a full mission.
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Cusrou Tousss, incLupINg bUTIRS oN Exvorrs anp IMrorys.

1315, 1844, 1547,
$1,763,739 £2,009,GuS $2,103,076
Monopolies, 663,336 699,352 721,349
Tithes, : 378,300 4071 868 438,737
{.and Tax, 75,078 72,385 71,542
Excise, . 102,175 115,744 = 122,799
Licenccs, 38,594 38,510 10,865
Stamips, i, 725 08,273 48,171

Mint, 23.050

Post Ofitce, 46,258 47,036 48,071
Toils on Roads, 30,508 A1,0:48 37340
Auelians, 6,100 G.025 6,073
Other sources not specified, 31,235 37,2419 5,101

The system of tithes lias been abolished by law, and the de-
ficieney in the revenue supplied by an additional fax npon land,
the whole impost heing ineluded in the tatter tax. The government
has also taken measures to estimate the value of the Capellanias,
or rural chapels, which are numecrous, with the intention of im-
posing a tax upon the land pertaining to them in common with
all otherg in the ‘Republic, n plan in which the government an-
nounces its intention of persisitng, notwithstanding the opposition
which the nreasure has met. The stamp daties are upen legal
papers, ships’ manilests, passports, &e., and as may be scen by
the preceding table, Is quite productive as a source of revenue.

The staps are not sold dirceily by the government, but are pur-

chased in the shops of the various towns and viilages. There are
seven classes of stainps, ranging in value from one real (125 cents,)
to $16. The most productive are the stamps for two reals. |
am not jnformed upon the snhject of the monopolized articles;
tobaceo, however, is one of the most important. As appropri-
ations are made without reference to the income duting the
finnneial year for which they are intended, it sowctimes occurs
that It is insufficient to meet the annvel cxpences.  In this ease,
however, the deficiency s supplied by the savings from previous
years, as the public expenditures are almost invariably less than
tha revenuc.
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The foreign debt remaining in 1848, which was for most part
due In Ingland, was one million five hundred and eighty-cight
thousand pounds sterling. The interior debt at the same time,
which paid three per cont. interest, was $1,745,950. Both
these debts are being extinguished, 2nd should no foreign war in-
crease the cxpensos of the government, Chili will in a fow yoars
ho free from national debt.  As the exchange in Lurope owing to
the state of the balance in trade is against Clili, the government
has proposed through their ministers in France aed BEngland to
encharge themsclves with the payent of the cxpenses of their
respective squadrons, receiving in return bills of exchange, by
which the debt or its interest may be remitted.  As this will pro-
bably be advautageous enly to Chili, it 3s not probable that tha
proposition will be accepted, but X mention it as an cvidence of
the prineiples of strict economy hy which tho administration is
goverued.

The government is urgent in its veenmmendations for the es-
fablishment of a hank which may ““satisfy the want so generally
felt for institutions of credit.” Their diplomatic representatives
in Washingten and Paris have beeun directed to enter into some
arrangements with capitahists for the establishment of an institu-
tiow of this kind in Chili,  The Minister of Pinance in his annual
report to the Chambers in 1848, states that covsidering crodit ag
the most valuable of national properiies, he would not have hesi-
tated in fonoding a bank on account of the government but for
the opposition which he was aware the proposition would meet
from many distinguished citizens, and the danger which the insti-
tution would encounter from the inexperience of those who alone
could be appointed to manage it.  The experionce and practical
knowledge to be acquired by a private bank would be desirable
before attempting the establishinent df a pational one. The
grvcrnment, alive to the industrial and mining interests of the
country, makes several recommendations for their respective de-
vlopment. “ The industry of America,” snys the Minister of
Finance, *“ cannot develop and thrive by itsclf alone, as a plant
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does not prosper which rises at the foot of another which absorbs
all the sustenance arising from the carth.”?  On the principle
above stated, protective duties are recommended for Chiliun
manufactures. To the judicious application of sach protection,
says the minister in continuation, the United States owes its in”
dustrial prosperity. Eugland, as well as Spain, prohibited her
¢olonies from oecupying themsclyes in manufactures, and thus i
is that the starting point of fabric industry in the American
Union coincides with the cominercial restrictions of 1803, while
it increased and took root with the protection afforded by the
tariffs of 1816, 1824, and 1828. Aecting upon these principles,
the government recommend an exelusive privilege to be conocded
to the manufasturers of certain important articles for the term of
oight years. Itis also recommended that certain important avti-
cles of consmmption in the manufactures above mentioned shall
be admitted free of duty.

for the development of the mining inlercsts cectain rocom-
mondations have been recently made, aud in part executed by the
goverpment, Firstly. T%at mines skall be secured from vexatious
suils at Low, whick it appears is not wnfrequent when the resull of
thelr labours fins besame productive. Secondly. 7Y tmprove lhe
police of the mines, e. Thirdly. To tmprove communications.
Fourthly. Tmprove ports and construct moles.  Tifthly., To face-
litale the aoquisilion of mecessary arlicles for mining purposes,an
objeet measuvably attained by pormitting native and foreizn ves-
gels to diseubark bricks, coals, ivan, &c., ab the bye-ports mast
convenient to the seenc of operabions. Sixthly. 7% awgment the
number of wvessels for cuportation of munerels. Scventhly. 7o
perfect the instruments vmployed tn working Lhe miues. It is also
recommended (o hestow a premiam for the introduction of Arte-
sian wells, and the use of cotton gunpowder in the working of
the mines, :

Tho agrienltural industry, for reasons whieh T mentioned in the
first chaptbor, is precariously and unfortunately sitnated, as cach
year the increase of the crops, and the want of markets, sugment
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the exeess and diminish the price, while the diffienlty is fncrensed
by the high interest on money. No government bas probably
laboured more assiduously than the Chilian to open markets, both
by fair and insidious menns, as has been shown in the recent his-
tory of the country, and in the sketeli on Forcign Relations. In
a comparison of the state of agrienttural and mining interests,
the advantage is much in favour of the later, as the metals
always mect 2 rcady mumket, which is not Hie case with the
foviner, and strange 1o say, the export duty is least on the most
saleable article; which cannot well suflor from competition. Dur-
ing the latter pavt of 1848, the agricultural praducts become
saddenly in dewmund; and mueh flour was exported to California
to supply an immense ewigration which the discovery of the gold
washings brought fo that hitherto unproductive and unconsnming
territery.  This demand, however, is purely epheameral, as Cali-
Joravs and Oregon will soan sapply that Lerritory, and meanwhito
Chili will have to compete with the flour from Guaymas in Mex-
ico, and with that of the United States. The manufactare of
oil and wine, as also that of the spirits made from the grape in
the southern provinees, deeays daily, says the minister, befora
forcign competition, and the productive duties ean be raised no
highar without affording enconragement to contraband, while
bemp is only cultivated da small quantities in the Pravince dof
(Quillote.  AIl that is possible, it would appear, has been done by
the governinent, (except in ditninisbing, or entively removing
export duties. Roads have been construated and repaired, bridges
built, biye ports madve cligible tn enable the farmer to embark his
products without the expanse of a tedinus land carriage, o treaty
offected with Peru, aud whalers enconraged to visit the ports, to
eonsume the preduce of the eountry. Amidall these cfforts to en-
rourage agricultnre, it appears somowhat surprising that the
- export duty should not be cntircly romitied upon products of the
soil, yet when the cleseness of relation belween demand and sup-
ply in expences of the government and revenue, with whislt it is
met, is considered, it is lcss astonishing thnt the government do
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not dare to rccommend it. Whon a revenue is small and rearly
equalled by expences, such experiments are unsafe, and failing,
might ruin the standing of an administration.

The atienlion paid by Chili to her internal communications, I
cannot but consider the nwost ercdilable feature in her adinistra-
tion, and highly bencficial for all classes in the country, especially
agriculturists in the inferior. In the Argentine provinees and
the Bande Oricntal, nature has supplied open communleations in
the plains, which comprise o greater portion of their territories ;
but as far as regards regularly constructed roads, upon which
wheeled vehicles can travel, Chili has a greater extent in her
limited tereitory than there are in all the Spanish Somth American
States. The great cmpire of Drazil might be also ineluded in
thiy cstimate, as like most of her neighbours of Spanish origin, she
appears satislied with the primeval bridle paths, there not being
in the whole empire, excluding the cities and their immediato
suburbs, three hundred miles of exrviage road, cxcept where it
has been provided by nature in the form of plains similar to those
of the Argentine Confedoration alveady alluded to. The pre-
sence of good roads is now considercd as one of the salient evi-
denaes of civilization, and jn this respeet Chili ranks favourably,
Yet unwilling as T an to detract from the ercdit given to a nution
almost by common consent, and seek abroad for the arigin of im-
provenents, a couwrse of reasoning so cssentially English, T must
ackuowledge that carrfage ronds in this country owe their origin
to Ambrose O’Higgins, (an Irishman) alveady favourably men-
tioned in the eolonjal Dhistory as the governor who suceeeded in
1788. Until the period of lLis administration, Chili, like other
South Americen States, possessed only bridie paths, and the agri-
cultural products were, like those of the interior of Brasil, nearly
uscless, on account of the difficulty or impossibility of conveying
them to market or to the sea coast for exzporfation, Dat
although we cannot in view of listorieal facts and analogieal
reasoning, concede to Chiliaus the originality of their invaluable
cominunications, yet we cannob but give them much credit for
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the improvement upon the customs of theit ancestors, and their
perseverance in overcoming greab uatural obstacles. In flne, as
may be uferred from the above sketch, the ministry of finance
aud the interior, perfectly alive to the interests of its country,
has availed itself of every opportunity for the development of its
resources and the economical admivistration of the affairs of tho
nation.

The total cxpence of the departinent of finnnce for the year
1845, which 1 suppose may be assumed as the average nonual
expenditure, was $734,923, while thab of the interior, for the
same period, was $347,710,




CHAPTER X.
HEPARTMENTS OF JUSTiCR, RELIGION, WAR AND MARIKE.

Trire Ministry of Justice comprehends also tlab of Religion
and Publie Instruction, in neither of which branches of the ad-
ministration we to be (ound information possessing more than
a provineial interest.  The two most Impartant points referved
to by the minister in Dis annual report in 184G, was the con-
tinuation of the labours of & commissiou employed in compiling
b new eriminnl code ; and the non-conformance of the govern-
ment to 2 decrce of the Cougress authorizing the establishment
of two more courts of appeal. The cbjections which it urges for
not having cstablished these two tribunals, was the additional
cxpense of some 40,000, which it would not be difticult to
expend more advantageowsly, and the extremc probability that
their establishment would augment instead of dimiuishing the
evilg they were proposed to porrect. The arguments probably
had their weight with the Chambers, as neither of these cauris
had been estoblished at tlie period of wy visit in 1849, The
lawa whick resivict tho lberty of the press, require, says the
minister, urgent reform, as the publieation of ideas through the
medium of the press, while it is a powerful means of aggrandize-
ment and enlightenment to which civilized nations owe many
blessings, may be counverted into fnstruments of disorder and evi,
more especially in new countries just founding their institutions,
and where backwardness in civilization makes it a matter of little
dificulty to blind and lead men inbo crror. That the limitations
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mentioned would be beneficial, T cannot for a moment doubt,
* lthough inclined to believe that the central and nervous govern-
ment of Chilt Las never admitted such excesses of this privilege
as has been perpetrated with so much hnpunity in her sister, the
model Republie, and in Great Britain.

The prison system in Clili is imperfect, but improving, not-
withstanding the difficulty of bringing ignorant subordinates jnto
the views of the cnlightened government, for according to the
report of the minlster in 1846, *“ To construct prisons in that
country is to construet large halls and dungeons where the great
eriminals are mingled with those who are ineareerated for the first
time and for a sbght cause, and in whick the novices acquire
knowledge in n school of ovil, upon whieh to practice uponw a
future occasion.”  To obviate the defecta arising from this sys-
tem, the government has announced What it will approve of no
prison, still less assist in its construction, in which the system of
isolating the prisoners is not provided for. One prison upon this
system has been already built, while two others are in the process
of eonstruction. There existy a IHowse of Correction at the
capital, and & penitentiary recently cstablished on the system of
isolation, adopted from the Umied States, so immeasurably supe-
rior to the former. A Spamsh prison mauost be seco in order fo
appreciate itg horrors and tho truthfulness of the minister’s stato-
mont relative Lo their demoralizing influcnce. It has, however,
often oceurred to mo that imprisonment in cither Chili ot Peby
must pessess additional horrors o the prisoners under any practi-
cable system which might be propesed. Dactor Jobnson ra-
marked of a ship, that it was a prison withont its security from
danger. This remark, which is measurably truo where if was
made, as well ag in our own country, is by no means the case in
Chili, where the frequency of earthquakes, sometimes ferrific m
{heir effects, destroys not only onr confidence in the stability of
all edifices, but in that of the carth’s crust itself. It is a fact
sufficiently notorious that residents of & country whero earth-
quakes are frequent become more timid and cnsily terrified than
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those who arc witnessing the phenmnena for the frst or second
time. Taving in view this fact, and that upon the first rumbling
which generally announces the approach of an carthquake, every
inhabitant rushes frantically in a square, strect, or zome other

* vpen space to save himself from death beneath his walls, and
that many fear to close their doors when asleep, Iest they may not
obtain speedy egress, ik may eusily be hmagined the horror of a
man at fnding himsell’ shut up for years between four ponderous
walls, with ne chance of cseape in the cvent of a shock. As
severe earthquakes are of rare veewrrence even in Chili, their
unfrequeney might lead a prisoner to consider it o danger so re-
mote that the mind would soon cease to dwell upoun it, were it not
for the fact that it is almost constantly brought before bim by
minor shoeks, which happen frequently. At the commencewent
of every shock, and even during its continvance, the miserable
criminal would not be assured that he was not about to be
crushed and buricd bencath Uwr ruins of his prisen.  Successive
minor shocks at times accompany o great one, such as utterly
destroy cities. This is natural. The same causes being in action,
may casty produce in a greater degree what we actually expe-
rience in a less ; and what would not be the anxiety of a prisaner
during such a period, which frequently lasls for wecks. Oun the
other band, as I myseif witnessed while in Santiago, & long inter-
val without a slight shock also terrifies, as it is then supposed
that, the next one will be unusually violent.  And thus time after
time will an unfortunate endure all the bitterness of death, while
ihe continnal anxicty ab all times musé prey upon his health.
Combincd with the absolute solitary and silent system, the mind
must give way and madness cosup, especially when a erhminal i
condemned for a long term ; and I really consider that the addi-
tional and terrible punishment arising from a constant fear of an
wwful death in confinement ought to be considered in findiag the
sentenee.
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RELIGICN.

Chili has an arckbiskop residing in the capital snd Acverdl
bishops.

Convents are rare, as the people are entircly too utilitariag
and practical to cncourage hives of drones who choose to dedi-
cate themselves to religion for the sole benefit of their own souls,
and to the detriment of the pockets of others. Theological
seminaries are cncowraged, ag there is said to be a deficiency of .
priests to perform the duties required in the various parishes. A

want of missionaries is alse felt on the Araucanian frohtict",
among the partially civilized tribes, to supply whibh a proposttion
wag made by the government some four years ago to the Uoth-
pany of Josus, but the negotiation was broken off, becausé thé
government could nob consent to their canditions, which thd
minister of justice declares by no means nocessary for the ful-
filment of the objects for which they wore called. A sucoceding
attempt was made to obtain missionarics by application to his
oliness through the plenipotentiary in Rome, the success of
which I did not learn.  The ill success of the Indian missions id
the South doos not appear to have discouraged the goverameont,
whicl spares no cfforts within its reach to Christiznize and oivilizd
these intractable savages. I doubt, however, whether the mis-
sionaries are really so disintercsted as the government ileelf is,
and supposes thein to be, and believe that they arc more desirous
of personal comfort, than for the conversion of the Iundians.
The whole number of missiousin Valdivia, {the fronticr provines)
I did not learn, and the number of Indians contained in what is
termed ‘a Roduction, ranges from fwo and threo hundred 1o twd
thousand. As the Indians cannot be made to live in towns or
villages, another system of tcaching is adopted in bringisg then
by turns into the mission, where the amount of their teaching i
prayers by rote, and confession, The proposed converts, male
aud female, who ave kept separatc, remain until some old native
condjutor of the padre has taught them a fow pragers, and dur-
ing this stay they receive their food from the mission for which

7
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it is compensated by their labour during their stay, The Indians
complain that they are frequently retained in the missions for a
month and more, and of other aets of injustice on the part of
{lic iissionary, which compluints the Iniendant of Valdivia, who
acted a3 governthent visitor, thinks are unfortunately teo fro-
quently well founded.  This official appears also to have arrived
at o conclusion relative to the Indians which is much in accord-
ance with the experience of all other parts of Amerien, viz,
that the opposition to civilizabion is au evil inherent to the race,
and that the progress of improvement will be always impercepti-
ble until the race is mingled with, and absorbed by others.  One,
and I am inclined to belisve the only benefit devived from these
missions wag the yecent publication of an Araucanian dictionary
and grammar, which thougl ib may be of little use in propugat-
ing Christianity and civilization cannot but be inferesting to the
plilologist.

The gole remaining and most important branch of this min-
istry, public instruction, appears to be progressing steadily, if pot
s0 rapidly as might be desived.  Uniform works have been pub-
lished by the government and sold at a cheap rate throughout the
country. Normal schools have been established, and young men
introduced from various provinces who ave inlended as teachers
of the youth. Independent of the primary instruction in the
common schools, lyceums havo also been established in various
interior citics aud towas in which the course of Flumanities is the
sao that has been established in the National Institute of Chili.
The capital boasts a university and national institute, while the
citics and principal towns possess their colleges or ligh schools,
Lducation is very generally diffused among the ligher classea
Among the lower, especially the peasantry, this is unfortunately
not the case as yet, although the cnlightened exertions of the
government, and the concentrated stale in which the rural
population generally cxists, affords a prospeet of great hnprove-
ment.

The University at Saniiago altewpled a few yeavs ago lo
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modify the Spanish language, by dropping the silent lebtors.
For n time this chaugs was gencrally adopted, and had the ap- -
probation of the government and press, but by dogrees the
Chiliaus have become aware of the fact thnt & hoguage spoken
by some sixty millions of people cannnt be changed ot onee by a
decree of an academy, ov that the example of & remote Repub-
lic, insignificant in’ecxteut, could for a moment influcnoe the
dialect of tlm mother country. This system, which owes its ari-
gin to an Argentine, not a Chilian, posscsses mo advantage save
the omission of a few silent letters, whils confusion cannot hud
ensue, owing to the fact that the vmissions thus practised destroy
distinetions between words which though similarly pronounced, -
are distinguished from each other by the presence of this ailent
lettor in print.  Giradually the attempt has been abandoned, and
1 bave noted the gradual change during my three visits in 1846,
8, and *49.  Tn the first of theso years all books, newspapers,
and government documenls were printed in the new atyle, while
in the last I found it had been nbandoned by the government
presy, and all save o few cnibusiasts, The absurdity of thiy
attempt to legislate down a language, ought to linve prevented its
heving ever been cncouraged, as it really was, by an intelligont
publie and government. )

‘Ihe publie library, which is increasing every year, i3 very val+
vable, and contains many rare books anit manusecripts. Tho
number of volumes I did not learn, but belteve it the largest
in South America, cxeept those of Rio de Janeiro and of Buenoa '
Ayres,

The expense of the Minisicy of Justice, Religion, and Publio
Instruction in 184G, amounted to 513,814, witich I think some-
what above the average per annwn cxpense, owing to the assis« -
tance given by the government to the building and repair of thir-
teen churches, some prisons, and the new penitentiary.  Of thig
sum $198,206 was devoted to the Departmont of Justico, $179,517
to that of Religion, and $136,080 for public instruction.
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War aid Marine,—Naval and IMercantile.—Since tha ad-
ministration of President Pileto, and his ablo minister Partales,
the army of Chili, which was formerly a potent instrument uf
cvil, bas been kept within mederate limits on the peace establisk-
ment, an object easlly and seeurcly attainable, owing to the geo-
graphieal situation of the country, which is bounded by barriers
making an invasion too dilficult to be attempled by their turbu-
lent and warlike neighbours. At the period of my visit it con-
sisted of 2991 men, who are divided among the threec arms of
infantry, artillery, and cavalry, in the following proportions.
Infantry, three battalions of the line, numbering respectively
three hundred and sixty-niue, three hundred and cighty-four,
three hondred nod ninoty-five, and one battalion of light infantry
numbering three hundred and ninety-six men.  The total number
of artillery is three hundred and ninety men forming a single
corps.  The cavalry consists of two regimonts, ono chasseurs,
pumbering three bundred and thirty, and one of mounted grena-
diers of two hundred and fifteen smen.  There appears to be no
organized body of engineer troops or mililary artifieers, a corps
5o essentizl to the operations of an army, and so difficult of
attainment when wanted m the field,

Gencral officors are more numercus in proportion to the num-
ber of troops, and of a higher rank than are found elsewhere on
this continent, except in Drozil, and consist of two captain-gene-
rals, une lcutenani-general, six generals of division and four
brigadier-generals.  The ravk and number would certainly appear
disproportionate to the regular military establishment, but it is to
be considerad that these nre the officers who cormmand the whale
military force of the conntry in the event that it should be called
upon to lake the field, and that a high rank abtainable by gal-
lantry and good conduct, is the most powerful inccntive to the
oflicer, and one which every sagacious government would do well
to bold out to those empioyed in Its mikitary establishments.®

* Ag much elnquence has recently been wasted in this country on the
other side of the (uestion, we may be excused for quoting the opinions of the
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Attached to the Chilian army ave twenty-two colonels, forty-
six licut.-colonels, sizty-two majors, one hundred and thirly
captaing, twenty-three adjutants, nincty-two licutenants, cighty-
slx ensigns, six corncts, three surgeons, snd four chaplains.
There are no invalid officers borne on the army-list, and but four
buodred and fifty-nine rank and file. .

In 1847, the projected cxpedition of Gen. Flores produe-

-ed no small alatm. The Spanish American republics oalted tho

attention of tho Chilian government to the state of defence on
the sea-coast, when the minister of war reported that the garrison
artillery, on account of its age, ns well as owing to the improve-
ments in modern ordnance, required to be renewed ; and dn
ordet was sent to Yrance for a cortain pumber of pleces - of
heavy calibre, and mounted in accordance with latest improve-
nents, S

In nddition to tho seca-const hatterics of iron, s mountain and
field battery of brass were rlso ordered. These additions.to the
defensive and offensive military material, gave rise to no ad-
ditional expense, as the old brass picces belonging to the forts,
which were mo longer serviceable, were, with the sagacious
economy which characterises the administration of the publia
affairs of this enterprising liitle statc, exchanged fof a wmoro
serviceable and cheaper material,

MILITARY ACADEMY.

The Chilian Military. Academy of Santiago is under the saper-
intendence of a brigadier-general, wlo is assisted by a corps of
professors, consisting of six captains and a ¢haplain.  The organ-

greatest soldier-statesman, whose earcer history has transmitted to us:
“ Yoliaire called soldiers Alexanders at five sons a day. He was right;
they are really s50. Do vou believe that you wauld ever malte mep fizhi Hy
abstract prineiples? Never. Such views are fit only for the scholar in his
stully. For the soldier, as for all men in active life, you must have glory
and distinclion ; recompenses are the foald which nonrish such gualities.”—
Napoleon 1o the Council of Siate relalive to the establishment of a Legion

of Honour in 1801, .fhson, vol. xi. p. 199.
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ization ix purely military, aud much time appears to be devated
to practical exercises and the duty of the soldier in garrison and
in ' the ficld. The students are divided into two classes—a see-
tion of cadets who study for commissioncd officers, and a section
of corporals whi prepare themselyes for the daties of non-com-
missioned officers. The number of eadets at the cstablishment
in 1848, was forty-five, while the inferior school consisted of
thirty-six. The course of studies for the two acctions is different,
That for the cadets cousists of religion, practical geomotry, de-
seriptive geometry, spherical trigonometry, right-angled trigono-
metry, elementary gecometry, algebrn, arithmetic, geography,
Spanish grammar, French language, tactics, military system and
regulations, writing, drawing, gymnaestics, fencing nad mihtary
exercises. The course for the mferior school, which is more
Bmited and appropriate to their fature duties, consists of religion,
algebra, arithmetic, Spanish grammar, writing, deawing, gymuas-
tios, fencing, and military excreiscs.

The tabulated report of the professors, presented by the min-
ister to the Congress, speaks very favourably for the proficieney
of the students of both sections. The advantages to be derived
from a scliool of non-commissioned officers, has already been felt
in the Chilian army, and cannot be too highly estimated. Were
it practicable to introduce it infe our own, its advantages would
be felt immediately, and the necossity which now so frequently
exists of employing forcigners to fifl these positions would soon
cense to exist. . '

The minister of war, in reforring to this establishment in his
report at the close of 1848, remarks, *“ I will nob pass in silenee
the Bilitary Academy, which, for so many reasons, merils the
special attenlion of the legislatove and the government. The
rigidity of disciplino to which this cstablishment is submitted is
notorious, and the morality and respectability which, thanks to
its influence, is displayed by lts popils. Those who, in a farmer
year, were sent to Furope in order to complote Lheir scientific
education, continue to give proofs of their assiduity, and it is to
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be believed that they will not disappoint the hopes to which their
advancement in Chili gave rise. They have been assipned to

. different arms in schools of reputation ; and a portion of them,

after terminating the eourse of studies in military engineering,
will acquire the necessary keowledge in analogous brnuches,
which will adinit upou their return of their useful employment in
civil architecture. Last year cleven eadets and twenty-five cor-
porals and sergeants left the academy in order to fill vacancics in
the army. Siz cadets have also heen assizned to the naval
service, and it is satisfactory to announce that they have all dis-
played an aplitude for the service.” _

The donestic econotay of the iastitution rppeats {o bo mast
judicionsly managed. What tle anuual cost may be, I had no
lmeahs of aseevtaining. By the report of the mivister it appears
that the monthly rabion amounts to four dollars for cadets, and
two dotlus thirty-seven nnd a half cents for the mfarior scheol,
I'rovisions are cheup in the jaterior of Chili, and notwitustand-
ing ihis allowance is so small, the rations, as preseribad by regu-
lation, ave of a good quality aud ample in quanlity

I regret that the vacalion during my visit to Santiago pro-
vented my viewing the practical working of this ikslitution.

FATIONAL CUARD.

The National Guard of Chill is divided into artillery, infantry,
and cavalry. '

The artillery cousists of five brigades and two companies, malk-
ing an ageregate force of one thousand ano hundred and forby-
nine non- comnuaqmncd officers aud privates, The namber of
officers is thirty-five, including onc field officer, while four oom-
pany officers, cight sergeants, and nioe musicians belonging to
the regular army serve with this corps. .

The infantry consists of forty-four babtalions and sixtecn com-
panies.  Total number of field officers twenty-one, company
officors nine hundred and cighty-six. Twonty field oflicers
thirty-cight company officers, and two hundred and nincly-reven
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non-commissioned offisers and. musicians Lelonging to the regulay

. establishment, are on duty with this corps as instructors. Total

" foree rank and file of infantry, twenty-cight thousand six hun-
dred and nincty-eight. '

The cavalry consists of ono hundred and fifty-five sduadvons
and two companics, containing an aggregate rank and file of
thirty-six thousand ene hundred and thirty-five. The number
of field officers is eighty-one; company officers, seven hundred
and forty-seven. Seventeen ficld, twenty-eight company officers,
dighty-two non-commissioned oflicers and musicians  belong-
ing to the regular axmy serve with the cavairy of {the National
Guard. '

Total rank and file of National Guard amounts to sixty-five
thousand mine hundred and eighty-tivo ; and the number of regu-
lar officars serving as instructors is one bundred and thirty-six,
including one general as inspector, and three lamdred and niucty-
six nen-commissioned officers and musiciuas.

In addition to the three corps already specified, thore are two
brigades of firemen, ranking as engineer troops, one of which is
employed in Valparaiso, and the other in Sautiago. The minis-
ter of war, while expressing himsclf in his report well satisficd
with their eflorts, remarks that being a speeies of service little
practised or understoed in Chili, it should aflord mo cause for
surprise that their diseipline should not be so satisfactory as in
the corps of infantry and cuvalry.

The uniform, arms, and cquipments of the National Guard
are provided by the government, which pays the musicians
assigned to each batlalion and squadron. As might be antici-
pated, it has been found most cconomical that the arms in he
provincial and municipal, as well as the general armory at San-
tingo, should be kept in order at the expense of the generl
government,

The Chilian National Guard i well drilled, and more cfficient
than that of any country on the continent. Whis is cspecially
tho case with the cavalry, whose mombers are as fine riders ng
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tan be found in any part of the world, while horses are chenp
snd abuedant.

The municipal garrisons ave furnished from this force, and
while actually on duty its membors voccive & compensation about

cquivalent fo that of a daily labourer. Tty efficiency is much ja-

oreased by tho uniformity and regularity of the system, and by
the fact that it is placed under the inspection and training of
regular officers of ability and cxpericnce.

By its organization it is almost out of the power of cither the
governiment or factions and ambitious individuals, to make it an
instrument of cvil, while its discipiine and exercise makes it n
powerful means of defence, and places Chiii, though the smallest
of the South American States, in the first rank as & military
power. - The expense of the regular estublishment for the yoar
1845, which is probably a faiv average, was §757,675, and that

of the National Gtuard, $150,371. ‘

MARINE.

No species of military forco is so expensive as a navy ; it ean-
not, thercfore, be cxpected that Chili, with & population of a
m:lhon and a half, should attewmpt to support a large estabhsh
ment of this character.

Their entire navy consists of siz vessels; and though a small
force compared with more important mmlhmo powers, is suf-
ficiend to give thom the nmaval supremacy over all the Spanish
American republics, including Mexico and every South Amoriean
State cxcept Brazil, The part which the Chilian navy por-
formed in the war of the Revolution, and subscquently in that
with the Peru Bolivian Confederation, has been already referred
to in these pages.

Though the erude and impromptu maleriel which existed dur-
ing war has been much reduced, we have still a comp'r.ntwcly
powerful navy, composed of the fo]lowmrr named vessels

¥
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Chilo, frigate,- - “ - 406 gnus,
Janaquio, brigantine, - - - 6"
Condor, brig, - - - - 4
Magellanes, ketch, - - - 4 0
Confederation, transport, - -

Maule, packet,* - - -

Besides these cruising vessels, there belongs to the naval
establishment some fourteen gun loats, which, in the absence of
stoam vessels, and especially in the hands of Spaninrds ov
their descendants, render veory cfficient serviee in defensive
operations on the coast. The frigate ‘¢ Chile,”” at the period of
my visit, was dizarmed, and in ordinary at Valparaiso. She is
guite a hzndsome vessel amd a good sailor, and was buil, |
beliceve, during the war with Peru, at Boulogue, in france. She
DoOW requires repairs, and the minister of the marine recommends
that she should be sent to Jurope, where it is cstimated she
could be put in an elfectivé condition for seventy thousand dol-
Inrs. Xer original cost was two hundred and fifty thousand.

"The othor vessels of the navy, which are in good and clfective
condition, are employed in guartfling the coasts, and keeping up
the comwinications with the naval colony of the Straits of Ma-
gellan, .

Iu 1845, the Congress appropriated two hundred and thirty
thousand dollars for the construction of & steamer of nine hun-
dred tons, three bundred borse power, and two brigs; bui the
ostimaics for the cost of these vessels being much greater in
France, where they were ordered fo be constructed, than the
sum specified in the appropriation, the minister proposes to build
4 steamer of two hundred and fifty horse power, and seven huo-
dred tons, and enc brig. The costof the steamer, according to
estinates sent from France, will be one hundred and seventy-
seven thousand eight hundred and fifty, while the brig will cost

* Since writing the above, I noticed in a newspaper that a sloop of war
had been built in Valparaiso, 1841.
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thirty-seven thousand five hundred. Adding three per ceat. as
the compeasation of the agents employed, and the ten per oent.
cost in the exchange, the sum total would be two hundeed nnd
forty-nine thousand cight hundred, or nineteon thousand eight
hundred dollavs above the awouut appropriated by Congress for
the construction of this additional force.

MAVAL ACADEMY,

A paval school, intended also for the mercantile marine, for-
merly existed in Valparaiso, which the minister states gove satis.
faction ; but as the students reccived 2 salary from tho gavern-
ment, it way found too expensive for the limited finaneial
resources of the country, and was snppressed in 1847,

In lieu of this academy, a naval school was established op
board the frigate Chile, on a more ceonomical plan, whore offioors
attached to the ship arc professors.

As Jias been mentioned in the review of the war department,
& puwber of pupils from the military school were on servico io
the navy, and the intention of the government is to obtain here-
after pupils from thiz cstablishment for the navy, who after
receiving, as the minister rewmarks, ¢ the preparatory instruction
indispensable to al! officers in an honourable profession, will
complete their paval instruction, theorctical and practical, on
bonrd the frigate Chile.!

“ In order,” remarks the minister, * that the extiaction of tha
naval school may not prgjudies thie mercantile marine, orders
have heen expedited to open @ school for the purpose of teaching
pavigation in Valparaiso, uuder the dircction of the captain of
the port, where any who wish to prepame themsclves for the
dutics of capiains of vessels or mavigators (pilotos), will roceivo
gratuitous inslruction.”

Tu this, as well as most other provisions made by the Chitian
government, & strong desive will be observed to render coonom-
ical and efficient scrvice to the country; and I confess that |
have nowhere observed oflicials whe scemed more sincerely actu-
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ated by truo palriotism, unconnceted with = disposition ta clee-
tionecr for a higher place, or o continuation in that already held,
or desire to enrich themselves by jobbing at the cxpense of the
people.

BEAMUEN.

" As undor existing laws compulsory service cannat be required
of Chilian scamen, a defieicney is accordingly observed in the
naval marine.

Tho remedy which had before been applied by the gevernment
was to enlist boys, who, taught in the pavy, are said to be free
from many of the vices which characterize these who are drawn
from the mercantile marine.

Many seamen in the Clilian nayy are foreigners, principally
English and Americans, who, discharged or deserting at Valpa-
roiso or Taleabuano, readily find cmployment, as their services
aro always in demand.

MARINLES.

* Under pame of brigade of naval infantry, consists of only twe
companies—n force, according to the minister’s report, entirely
jnsufficient for the wanis of tho vessels in commission, for the
garrisoning of the scaports of the republic, and the penal colo-
nies of Juan Fernandez and Moagellan,

The notorious relaxation produced among the troops of the
regular axmy, by omploying them in duties which pertain to ma-
rincs from the nature of their organization, induces the minister

" to recommend an increass of this corps to four companies, and
to mako it their especial duty to puard the const, sea-board,
colonies, and supply a military force for the vessels in commis-
gion. This increase would raise the whole corps fo four hun-
dred and cighty-four, and their head-guarters would be fixed at
Valparaiso.

The increzsed expense the ministor considers incommensutate
with the benefit to be derived, and pertinently emarks that “ the
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public income has no other object than to subserve the properly=
understood interests of the nation.” '

The number of officers in the Chilian navy is sixty, including
one vice-admiral who is stationed at Valparaiso as intendant of
the province, and commandant-general of the navy; one post-
eaplain (eapitan de navio), three captains of frigates, ono brevek
eaptain, cight commanders, three first Yeutenants, seven secon(!i
lieutenants, onc passed midshipman, sixtcen midshipmen, onn
chief surgeon, foar surgeons of the sccond class, five account-
anls, ove naval construetor, one cugineer, and four masters. Threo
officers are temporarily retired from duty. Tho officers of the
marine brigade arc, ons major, two captaing, ons adjutant, and
{our Jicutenants, Of these officers the last four sworo clovated
from the ranks for distinguished services,

Several officers in the navy and marine corps are decorated
with medals struck in commemeoration of tho great vielories
achieved by the forces of the republic. _

Among the naval officers are fourtcon names indieativd of
Fnglizh origin, Commodore Simipson, whom I met in Febrnary,
1548, at Caliao, in command of the frigate Chile, being the
sccond officer in rank in the navy, _

The pay of the officers is not quite so large as that for corres-
ponding grades in our navy, though prometion being more rapid
it will be found to correspond very pearly when length of servico
istakon as o basis. It was only in 1846 or 1847 that tho phy
was elevated to its existing standard j and the misister, touching
upon the subject in his anuual report to Congress, remarks, t}_mﬁ
“whatever cxpense it may be to the treasury (and, in troth, it is
not very great), it iy well compensated by the active and zealous
service which imposos upon its members’ increasing privatiods
and perils.”

Tho expensa of the navy during the fiseal year ending in 1845,
was one hundred and twenky-cight thowsand six hundred and
twenby-four dollavg, making total cxpense of military establish-
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ment one million seventy-five thousand five hundred and seventy-
ono dollars.

TIIE MERCANTILE MARINE

of Chili numbers altogether one hundred and four vessels, forty-
five of which arc engaged in forcign trade, one in the whale
fishery, and the remaindor in the consting trade.

Thirty-five vessels are of national construction; two over two
hundred tons, aggregate tounage five hundred and two tous;
twelve over one hundred tons, aggregate tonnage one thousand
four bundred and sixty-six tons ; twenty-onc under one hundred
tons, sggregate one thousand one hundred and ninety-seven fons.
Tohl tonnage of pational consiruction, three thousand one Lun-
dred and sixiy-five tons. :

Of naturalized vessels there wore eight, varying about threo
hundred tons, aggregnte two thousand seven hundred aud thoee
tons ; tweaty-one over two husdred fons, making an aggregate
of five thousand twoe hundred and eighty-cight tons ; thirty-four
over one hundred tons, forming an aggregate of five thousand
~ iwo huodred and eighty-cight ; and six of less than one hundred
tong, making an aggregate of five hundred and fwenty-six tons.

The aggregate naturalized tonnage is thirtecn thousand cight
hundred and five tons, which added to the three thousand one
hundred snd sizty-five of national lonmage, gives us sixteen
thousand ninc hundred and seventy tons for the mercantile ton-
nage of Chili ab the close of the year 1848.*

Of the foreign lLotloms naturalized in Chil, thirty-two wore
built in the United States and nine in England.- The remaining
* tweaty-seven are divided between France, IIamburgh Denmark,
Austria, Bragil, aud the Kast Indies,

% Owing to the extensive trade in Nour recently opened between Chili
and Californiz, their tonnage has doubtless increased considerably.—1831,




CHAPTER XI.°
SKETCHMES N CHILL

Durine my ngrecable stay of a weelt in Sentiago, T had not
neglected the preparations for my journey across the Cordilleras,
end had scveral times attempted to make sowething like an
equitable nrrangement for my transportation to- Mendoza. Tt
becoming. known among the owners of Lorses and mules that
such was my intention, I was besieged by many offers; the fellows
attempting {0 pounce upen my purse like so many Condors of
the Andes upon the carcase of a defunct Guanaco ; but, though
willing to be moderately §oeced, they found me unprepared for
any operation which might approach the skin so nearly a8 that
which they proposed. At length, however, I mét what at first
blush appearcd a most eligible opportunity t6 continue my journey,
having been introduced to an Englishinnn, whose son, 8 residert
of Mendoza, was about to return to that place. The fafhef: pro-
posed that I should purchase two mules from his son, and that wé
should travel in company, cach one bearing an equal share of the
expenses of the journey, at the termination of which I should be
domiciled with Wi in Mendoza., The price of the mules was
$52.50, and T was assured that on my arrival T could disposé of
them for at least $34.00, or two ounces, while the expences of
ihe journey would be trifiing. The arrangement was duly made,
the money paid for the mules, the yonng man Don Frederico, o
regular ¢ petit maitre,”? duly dined and leted at the Hotel Ingles,
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in anticipation of the good fellowship destined hereafter to exist
between us, and the 27th fixed upon as the day of owr departure.
Ag that day was also fized upon for the departure of my two
friends, who had been my constant companions for the three pre-
ceding months, we had much to discusy, and 1 a.m. found us
together. Grief at parting is conducivo to hunger and thirst, the
wherewithal we had pot to satisfy until we roused our friend Cap-
tain L from his comfortable slumbors, and urged him to use
his potent influence in the house to obtain the requisibes. Thiy
he did in a sourewhat primitive mammer by turning out a servant,
and sending Lim for a chisel, with which locks were broken, and
we very soon had all that we desired.

At 3 am., we were aroused by the arrival of the Birlocha,
which was to convey them to Valparaiso, and after an affectionate
ndigu, mutual and hearty good wishes for each othors’ welfare, we
parted.  Since which time we lave never met. Thus was broken
the last link which bound me to the good old ** Lexzington ;* and
as L snd myself, while awaiting daylight, sincked our eigars
in the now deserted room, I began to appreciate the loneliness of
the task which I had undertaken.

A bright sun, a swiliog landseape, the cool breeze of morniag,
and a rapid pace are sworn encmics to blue devils; and at 6 4.,
while galloping over the level plains to the eastward of the city,
my regret at parting with my friends was gradually dispelled in
the pleasing prospeet of a future meeting, while my sense of lone-
liness immediatcly vanished, and my enterprise and mental
aetivity returned to me, I agrec with Mirabean, that highway
robbery, burglary, and such like respectable employments, which
are principally practised under cover of night and alome, require
& higher degree of physical courage than to storm a breach on
board an ememy’s vessel, and confess that I have always found
myself less brave and enterprising at night, and when alone.
I wonder if every one i3 mot similarly affected, if they would
have the candour fo acknowlege it. _

Our cortege consisted of Don Frederico, who was mounted
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on a mule, his peon Bertollo, who rode a large, raw-boned, black
horse, remarkable for his flea-bitten cars, the shorthess of the
tail, which appeared to have become bald from age, and his
excessive thinness, which would have put to shame thie highly
wrought description of Don Quizete’s Rosinante ; and a small
Chilian boy, who, mounted on a mule led 2 young and viciods
colt, a present which Don Fredevieo had received from his father,
and whose principal amusement appearcd tobe kicking at any object
which eame within rcach of its long lcgq ; and from which my
mule and wyself werc destined to receive more than one favour
during our journey. A deseription of the peeuliaritics of the
party will appear iu the course of the narralive, and in thiz place
¥} will only remark that Frederico was a plausible scamp, who had
inberited from his father, who was originally 2 horse joekey, all his
talents for disposing at a high price very worthless animals, and
just Buoglish enough to swear with great fluency and grammat-
ical accuracy in that language, but not enough for any other par-
pose under heaveu ; that Bertoldo was a good lhorsemen, wore a
bead dress, which admitting that a hat of ordinary height might
be taken as zero, or ane story bigh, was certainly six on the same
seale, and appeared to make a religious duty to get drunk as often
as an opportunity offered ; and the boy, who eould never keep
awake by day or night, and who led us off the road in more than
one instance, by quietly dropping asleep while in his saddle.
With this charming party, accompanicd by a very jaded looking
mule, of which 1 was informed 1 was the happy owner, behold the
“pnephew of my uncle,” as Gil Bas has said, availing myself of
“the coolness of the marning to travel rapidly, in order that X
might give rest to the animals during the excessive heat of the
novntide hours. The country which we now traversed was wll
cnltivated ; iis surface being for most part covered with ficlds of
wheat, which were enclosed on the road side by walls of adobe.
The houses of the weulthy, as uswal in Chili; were found far from
lhe road, and near the centre of the ostate, while those of the
poorer classes, which are built of adebe, and thatehed with
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wheaten steaw, generally border upon the road, T'he road, which
is adapted to carriages, is very well construeted, and kept in con-
stant repair ; many men were employed upon if, as I passed, and
1 observed that the labourers used the crow iuvariably instead of
the pickaxe. In all instances the counbry people, whether on a
journey or at work, politely and respectfully raise their hats Lo
strangers as they pass.  Duwing the morning, we passed many
guasttas, or young cowutry girls on horschack, and generally at fall
gallop. As we advanced on our journcy the secnory improved, jhe
country being more thoroughly cultivated, the fields of wheat more
extensive, while raral chapels with their swrrounding coltages,
shaded by the poplars and surrounded by grass plats, heenmne
more numerous. About half-past nine, we rode through a fue
poplar avenue, bordered on each side by farm houses and evi-
dences of successful cultivation, into the small village of Colinas,
where willh appetites whetted by a ride of twenty-one miles in the
morning broese, which Dbad been ocooled before being put in
motion by its night’s repose among the snowy summits of
the Andes, we sat down ta a frugal breakfast of the invariable
easuel, which has been heralofore deseribed.

Our peon Bertoldo and the boy had a scparate table, a dis-
tinction always made in Chili between masters and servanis, but
by ne means invariable in South America. In the Argentine
Provinees, the Guacko wlfom you may hive, considers himself your
equal, and cxpects to share with you all the comforts or discom-
forts of the road; this is also the case in the empire of Brazi,
which, theugh an cimpire in name is more essentially democratic
in its social relations than any country in which I have travolled.
Very few free men, whatever may be their colour or origin, will in
that country hire themselves as scevants, atleast under that name.
The muletcer or the boy whoin you may bire to care for your
haggage will insist upon his title of Comarnds—comrade, and
expeets to cat and drink with his employer—thus I have seen ot
the lung table of a Brazilian Bavon, whose wealth cuabled, as his
inelination prompted, to keep open house for all comers and
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goers, the guests and servants seated at the same table, the onlyl
distinction being shown by ke vicinity to the entertainer.

After breakfast, we proceceded on our journey, which led us
through a fine champagne country, where the light straw colour
of the ripened wheat coatrasted pleasingly with the bright green
of the meadows, ov the exotic foliage whicl genceally surrounded
the houses of the Jaudholders, or the cottages of the peasaatry,
while ever and nnon the rural ehuveh with isclated belfry shewed
that the recipients of the blessings showored upon this faic land
were nob ummindful of their gratitude which they owed to tho
Almighty donor. :

It Dbeing the scason for collecting the harvest, it was o featival
in Chili, and we passed many jovizl pariies of peasaniry who
were employed in treading out the grain of the proprictors upon
whoso respective estates their own cottages were located, and to
whose liberality they owed the land which they eultivated for the
suppork of themselves and families. That they should assist in
taking in the harvesh is one of the condilions upon which they
bold their Jands, but instead of being an onorous service, it ap-
peared to be a general fostival, and T have noe whore seen more
boisterous hilarity among the people than upon these cocasions,
such seencs of mirth, and merriweat, in which wales and femalos
alike appeared to participate, greeted us in every diregtion near
the road side, while in the distance, as far as the eye could reach,
an appearance of a light oloud over the field would mark the spot
where other parties were winnewing the grain in the open field,
with the aid of the steady breeze.

About lalf past twoe in the afternoon, we arrived at the Posada
of Chacabuco, a large hosteliic, somewhat in the samo style of
those horetofore deseribed at Casa Blanca, and Curucubi. Whils
attending in the stables to sce that our animals wero properly fed,
[ observed a sorics of :mangers, formed of hard eluy, so frmly
berten as to resist efectualiy the effeets of time, nnd which is one
of the expedients to which the absence of timber obliges the people
of this part of Chili to resort. Our dinner was speedily preporod
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and discussed, when having nething to oceupy onv time, and being
somewhet fatigued by a ride of forty-two miles since daylight,
Don Trederico and myself retired to the room which had been
prepared for us hy our bustling and industrious host,

Having fine moonlight nights, we intended to start at two fo
the moraing, in order to arrive at San Felipe before the heat of
the day; but by some mistake we arose at midnight, and werc on
the road by one o’clock. Having retiied at about nine, it gave
us only three lionrs. sleep, and hwmrr had none the mght before,
I suffered from an uncoutrollable drowsme%, and {requently fell
into a doze upon my saddle. A short time after leaving the
Posada, wo loft Lthe main road, and struck the original mule path,
which led more directly to the summit of the mountain, and
found it almost impassable, filled as it was with stones, and fré-
quently bordering upon precipices, which it was even dangerous
to pass at night. ‘This was one of the short cuts which I havo
found country people cverywhere prefer, and which are my peen-
Har aversion, as the gain in distance is slmost invariably mare
than compensated by the difficultics of the road, which ndd to the
fatignie of men and animals. The beautiful allegory of Obidah
the son of Abensinah, was the object of onc of my earliest efforls
abt decipbering my vernacular, and I have never forgotten the
moral of tho story ; and however ouch I may morally have strayed
from the beaten track, I have always been averse to doing so in
the practical details of a journey, Igive this hint and allusion for
the benefit of future travellers, my opinions being founded upon
a rough and painful expericnee, as my unpublished history wonld
demonstrate. At the summit of the Cucsta of Chacabuco, an
ominence rendered Listorical hy the defeat of the Spanish forces
by the army of San Martin, the path which we had hitherto
pursucd joined the earriage road, with which our recent experi-
ence induced every one to be contented; and now having no
longer the fear of vocks and precipices before my cyes, I man-
aged to obtain a little rest upon my saddle as we descended.  No
one who has not cxperienced the feeling, can realize the utter
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distress of extreme drowsiness while riding on horscback a4 night,
shen the indistinetness and blending of tho surrounding objects
appears to exercise n magnetic iufluence. I have kept many o
wateh on board shim, under all and every circumstance incidont
to a sea life, but nover suffercd to the same cxtent from the same
pAUSL.

From the swawmit of this hill the view is said to be remarkably
fine, but owing to the darkness it was lost to us, and day dawned
only as we reached the level country. Henco to San Felipe, our
road Jay through o level and well coltivated plain abounding in

wheat, hemp, and broom corn; while the roadside was bordered

by cottnges so numeorous and so close together, that it had the
sppearance of a street in n populous village.  Couttry houses
belonging to the proprictors too were numerous, nnd a4 usual,

. apart from the road, and approached by an avenue.

From the foot of tho Cuesta, & distatico of somo ten miles, wo
continued our journey, crossing as we neared tho eity, the river of
Aconcagua, a congiderable inountain torrent, several times by
fording. The left bank was that which we geoerally pirsued
snd fonnd the country in its vicinity more than ordinarily fertile
tnd populous, while divers rustic bridges joining iis generally
thrupt and clevated banks, were pleasing and tasteful features iv

~ the landscape,  Near the city, a tributery stream inoredsed

comsiderably the volume of the ive uold torrent, which we forded

. with difficulty owing to tho depth of the water, the strenutht

of the curront, and the large rocks at the bottom, which only

, tequired to be touched to be set in motion. Below s was the
' raing of the bridge which bad been destroyed by a reocnt

freshet.
Having achicved our difficult passage, we found ourselves i

 the suburbs, where we soparated from our baggage and peons; and

repoired diveetly to the house of Den Krederico’s uncle, whore
ho praposed to brenkfast, and await the cool of thoe cvening,
having already made thirty-three miles from the Posado of Cha-
«abuco. Now, by some misehance, it so happened, that my mulo
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had formed a sudden and violent attachment for Bertoldo’s boney,
not bonny black Lorse, equal in intensity, and doubtless of a simi-
lJar character to that of Rozinants and Dapple, as celebrated by
Cervantes. ‘This attachment, though not unobserved on the pre-
vious day, and on this mornihg, had caused me ne inconvenicnee,
but, no sooner had we scparated from the baggage animals and
their drivers, than my mule refused to advance, but being per-
suaded thereto by my spuvs, uttered a lunentable bray, which
brought all the neighbeurhand to their doors. As we proceeded
through the town, much to my annoyance, ho again favoured ug
with other apecimens of his vocal pdwers, and finally, ns we crossed
the public square where o military band was practising in the
barraoks, he stopped short, and lifted up bis voice in such a muan-
ner as to stop ihe music instanter, and bring bandsmen, soldiers,
and all the residents to their doors, wlen a hearty laugh was
indulged in at my expense, “ Suoni fa fromba.”? 1t was not the
first time I hod scen a traveller’s arrival anmounced by an ass in
an allegorical sense, but certainly the first instance which had
fallen under my notice, where it was eflected by the quadruped
or his half-brother in propria persona. AsIsatspuring and
in the most forcible Spanish and Brglish T could muster, wrging
the obstinate heast to proceed, I thought of Balsaw the son of
Beor, with a degree of sympathy which I had not herctofore
experienced in behalf of the false prophet of Moab. Truly, thought
I, if he spalee in the mode and manner of my mule, very excusa-
ble wert thou for wishing that there wore 2 sword in thy hand,
that thou might’st slay him.,

Having been Jaughed at by about one third of the inhabitants,
my evil genimy consented to proceed to the gate of the house
where we intended to pass the day, and thers announced my
arrival with a heraldie flourish which would have put to blush
ths enchanted trumpets of the ancient novelists,

The mocle of y companion heing abscit, we were received by
a male and female cousin ; the latter married, though still young,
and apparcatly in the last stage of consumption. She had been
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pretty, and the nir of resigned melancholy made lier interesting,
whilo sho Jooked and conversed as eue no longer pertaining to
this world. The levity of her brother and my companion 4t first
struck me as inappropriate and unfeeling, until T had reflected
and remembered that the progress of the disease had becn s0
gradual, that they probably did not appreciate jits near approach
to a consnmmatlion. She scon left us, when laking no intevest
in the family discussions which suceeeded, I quietly composed
myself on my chair for a snooze, from which 1 way finally awa-
keeed by hearing my name pronsunced by Frederico, and veluct-
antly opening my heavy cye-lids, saw hefore me 2 vory handsome
and iuteresting girl awniting an introduction, and smiling at the
predicament in which she found me. In an instant it dashed
through my mind, that this wag the Dona Delfina against whose
charms I had been warned before leaving Santiago, and atterapt-
fig fo rise and salute her, I fonnd wy spur entangled in my
ponclo, and fell back upon my seat. In my next attempt 1 was
more successful, and n kindly shake of the hand, and a frank
welcome, immediately relieved me from my embarrassment.

She had apparcntly wnderstood that T was an Fnglisbman, ahd
her first inquiry was whether - this was my first visit to Americs,
and being sct right in this particular, immediately congratulated
me on the valuable scquisitions of my counirymen on the coasis
of the Pacifie. The conversation becoming gencral sha displayed
a knowledge of history and geography which I have seldom seen
equalled by a young woman in any part of the world, and a knaw-
ledge of the important political events which had just transpived
in Europe, which surprised me exceedingly. Upon this subject
she asked me some questions, with moch apparent interest, which
I was so unfortunate as not to be able to answer, and was obliged
to confess slie bad much more information upon the subject than
mysclf, as, during the recent and important events te which she
altuded, I had been at sea or on the eoasts of Mexico add Cali-
fornia, and, consequently, oub of the way of ncwspapers. Turn-
jng to a table I found a small collection of books, such as I never
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expected to have met at this remote poing, and among them that
inimitable ¢rcation of Madame de Stael, Corinne, and the French
Encyclopedist, in the original. Her hesitating negative to my
inguiry whether she had read the latter was fully contradicted by
the blush which suffused her eountenance, and by the various in-
dications which ler counversation gave of a natwrally inguiring
mind.

At about 10 o’clock A. n1., our intercsting “ tete a tete’ wag
intorrupted by the anaonncement of breakfast, when my fair
friend presided with elegance over a substantial repast. Up to
the time I met her I was perfectly contented with my travelling
apparel, and my personal appearance generally, but suclh is the
influence of female beauty upon wmanners, ne sooner was break-
fast over than Istole away, and, putting mysclf under the hands
of a professor of the tonsoreal art, returned ag tidy and captiva-
ting ag the ground work npon which be eperated, and my limited
wardrobe would permit.

Accompanied by Don Frederico, I went also to take out my
passport for leaving the country, which cost four dollars. HadI
listened to bLis suggestions, I might have saved three dellars and
a hsalf, but my pride would lave prevented my adoption of his
plan, even had I been lesssexrupulous. It was simply that Ishould
pass for his ¢ employec,”® or clerk, in which ease the charge would
be but four reals. I must say that his propoesition struck me ay

- one of the most dsihenest picces of impudence whioll ever came
under my notice, and I should assuredly havs told bim a3 much
had not my tongue been restrained by the charms of his cousin.
At mid-day our hostess suggested a siesta, which I declined,
hoping to enjoy in licu of it the pleasure of her conversation, bud
my nap in the chair in the morning rose in judgment against my
assertiod that I was not at all drowsy, and, nolens volens, I was
put to bed, or rather [ was put into 2 rovm with a bed, whose
enow-white linen I could pot obiain my own consent to soil
with my dusty clothivg ; so I laid down on the tiled floor, using
it only for o pillow. I slept profoundly until four o’cloclk, when I
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sa3 awoke Dy the anunouncenent of dinner, which had been
carefully got up for the occusion, and, as I flattered imyself, in.,
horour of my awn presence. A pleasant journey across the moun- .
faing and plains, and my fubure happiness wag kindly drank in
champague, an unusual beyerage for the country.  During dioner
my pretty hostess, who liad already made four trips across the
Cordillera from Mendoza, of which city she was o native, direot-
od 1y aiteution to the Lago Bneantadi and the Pucute del Inca,
the twno objects most worthy of obscrvation in the passage of the
mouelaing, and gave me sowe pertinent adviee as to my travelling.
arrangements.

After dinnor, and while alone with her, she informxed o that
ber father was a vefagee from Mendoza, whenee he had been.
driven to Chili; on account of hig political opinions, and gave me
a better insighit into the political stato of the Fransmontale Pro-
vinces than [ have rcecived from any other person. Iler opin--
ions wore feavlessly expressed, and as [ listened admiringly to lrer
cloguent donunciations of the pellky tyrants who rule hor native coun-
tiy, I eould not but believe what I had frequently heard nassertod
by forcign residents, that, in cowrage and independence of thought,
the Argentine women are vastly superior to tho men.  Slie smiled,
but with an air of stern deferminatiou, ab my proposition that sho
should assist in Jiberating her counbry by raising a regiment of .
her own sex, and thanked ma for wy offor to serve under her
bavuer.  With all ber milduess and refinewent of manner, thers
was i het the sawe spicit which burned in Joan de Ave, the Av-
midla of Sarro, and the Maid of Sarragossa, and I felt con--
vineed that hersex only prevented her from making herself known
ns o heraine.  Neither do I believe that, female as she is, alie would
be by noy means a contewptible opponcnt, as she is a fearless
and skilful rider, and the fact that she had more than once riddoi-
from Mendoza to San Trelipe, across the summit end through the
dangorons passes of the Andes, n distance af motre than two hun-
dred miles, in fowr days, gave an carnest of her abilities to codure
fhe fadigne and privations of a campaign. "That hor acquirements

8
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should have been so extended, considering the fow inducements
and opportunities afforded in the monotonous life in an interior
city, almost unknown to commerce and strangers, pointed her out
as a remarkable woman, and I did not require her acknowledgment
to feel assured that hor mind chafed when she reflected upon the
limited sphere 1o which she was condemped. It was siz o’clock
in the evening when I attended to the ropeated announcement of
Frederico that our animals awaited us at the door, and turned te
take leave of my hostess, i1 whom I must confess I felt more than
an ordinary intercst, She assured we, however, that if I reinain-
ed a week at Mendoza, as I aeticipated, she would sec me there,
ns she intended to start in a few days; and I afterwards learned
that she was prevented from mnking her promise good by the
dangerous illness of her sister, who was attacked with a violent
hemorrhage of the lungs, which doubtless immedintely preceded
her disselution. It must not, however, be understood that the
journey was planned with refevence o wmeeting me, ag it had been
for somo time intended.

This, then, was the bright spot in my journey, and Senorila
Delphina the Ilerotne ; and I turned from lher house with feelings
of profound regret, aud onticipated nothing in my future wan-
derings which could compensate me for my sudden separation
from one in whom [ had been so thoroughly interested, and in
whose isolation from society which could appreciate her, and whiel
she could cpjoy, I so heartily sympathized.

The town of San Felipe, through whieh we rode at suvset, is:n
incorporatce eily, contaiming about twelve thousand inhabitants,
and ig the capital of the fortile agricultural proviuce of Acan-
cagua. Tis streels are wide, inid out at right angles, and the
dwellings of the inhabilants, which are generally hut nne story
Ligh, owing to the prevalence of earthquakes, well constructed,
and neatly whitewashed, Tts ormaments are two Alemeidas,
enclosing two sidos of the city, and eomposed of several rows of
poplars, whicli shade the pleasant walks to which the inhabitants
resovt in the cool of the evening for their promenade.  One of
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thesc pleasnot promenades is called Yungni, in honour of the
viotory gaiued by the Chilians over Santa Cruz, in the north of
Peru. Leaying the subucbs, we forded the river, where we took
leave of the male cousin who had thus far nccompanied us,
a compliment frequently paid to strangers in various parts of
South America. Vor a mile after passing the river, the couatbry
was somewhat rongh and rocky ; after whieh, we traversed a level
read, bordercd on cach side by the cottages aud gardens of tho
peasantry, which were more numerous than I had found them else-
whevre, cven in this thickly inhabited conntry.  ¥or more than four
leagues and 2 quarter, the road resembled the strect of a strag-
gling village, with here aud there a rustic church, whils the
peasantry sitting in fronk of their comfortable cobtaves, aod eliat-
ting with their faniilies or those of their noighbours, presented a
scene of quict comfort, which 1 could not but enjoy, although by
no means in the best mood for resciving agreeable impressious.
Tho roads being good, the right cool, and the animals fresh, tho
ftme passed rapidly ; and, at abount half-past nine; we found our-
selves, very much to my surprise, in the pleasantly situated town
of Santa Rosa de las Audes, where we intended to pass the night.
There being no losada, we were at first cmbarrassed for n resling
place, but at length managed to hire a vacanb voom, where after
bribing our stomachs into quict submission to the deprivation of
theiv evening repast with a glass of aguadente, we laid ourselves
down to sleep on the damp carthern floor, with our saddles for
pillows, my last act of consciousnass boing a hearty growl at
my travelling companion, who had refused the kind invikation to
1ebain 1o San Fofipe, where X might huve enjoyed for a fow Iours
longer the socicty of the juteresting Delphina, and an cffort to
distinguish the lour of the night, as it was plaintively, yat sweatly
announced by the serenos, who patrolled the street.

March 1.~—Rose early, and managed to obtain a frugal ropast, loo
fragal indeed tomeet our views, considering that our dintierat San
Felipe Liad been our last meal.  Afterward I visited the govornor
of tho department, in order to have my passport viseed, and
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endeavourcd to obtain rome local informalion withoub suveess,
as this functionary evidently belonged to that school of officials,
so invariabie in Jéngland, who appear to suspeet every stranger
of being o thief, if not an cnemy to be dreaded, and consider any
eivility uttorly lost upon bim, T was, howover, so forlusate asto
make some purchases from an intelligent merchant, who gnve ma
tho informatien I bad in vain atiempted to obtain from the
governor.  The department of Santa Rosa, he informed me, way
one of the richest and most productive of the Repuhlic, abaund-
ing especiallyin wheat, and other agriculiural products, although
it has also mincg of silver and copper.  I'he population of the
dopartment is about 40,000, and that of the town 4,000, and the
number of the national guard in the town alone, four hundred. The
country is gencrally healthy, being subjeet to no endemic or epide-
mie discases. It is true there are isolated case of goitre, which
discase appears to be slightly on the increase, but has not yet
agsumed the formidable character wldeli it presents on the other
side of the mountains. Ilere, ag from sources worthy of confi-
dence in Santiage, I wis informed that the goitre was unknown
in Chili, until some twenty years ago, when it made itg appearance
simultancouosly with the intreductiop of the poplars from Mendoza.
This being the frontier town, the dulics on imports from the
Argentine Provinces are collected at the Custon TEouse. Among
othier dutiable articles are cattle and horses, and I was not a litile
amuged at the manner in which my companion, Frederics, imposed
upon the Custom House officials. When he emae from Mendoza
a fow wecks before, he had with him several horses and muies,
which he announced it bis intention to take huack with him, and
instead of paying the dutics, he gave security that they should
be paid in the eveat that he should dispose of them in Chili
How many ho had originally I do not know, but two mules had
now hecome my property, iwo otbers, perhaps serviceable
animals, liad been exchavged far miserable worn out hacks, upon
which Bortoldo and the boy were mounted. The vicious,
unbroken colt, had doubtless taken the place of another apimal,
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which had been disposed of in Chili. Whether the number
with which he returned, was the same as that with which he had
entered {he country, T do not know, but observed that he had
my animals recorded as his own, thus saving the dutics upon
them, aud if the hacks which he substituted did not make up the
full complenient, he was obliged to pay ouly upon the deficiency.
A knowledge of these facts I obtained only by hearing his con~
versalion with the oflficers, as he doubtless intended to have kept
it a seeret from e, and my attention was fivst attracted by bis
barvefaced assertion that wy mules werc his property, which he
had loaned to we for the journcy. A shrewd diplomntist and
financier was Don Frederico, the companion whom fartune hiad
given me, a fuct of which I had still furtber evidence during the
day, when he borrowed some twenty-five dollars which he always
forgot to refund. While in the bouso of my affable snd commu-
nieative friend, the merchant, wo wore introduced fo a young
gentleman from the Argentine province of San Juan, who being
also on his way to Mendoza, offercd to bo our companion, a pro-
position to which both my companion and myself assented. Hia
pame was Astorga, and he informed us that he would he ready at
any hour we wight thiuk fit to set out, nnd thentioned the house
of a friend in the snburbs where he would be found, Returniog
to our lodgings, we dined and had our siesie, which is scldom
pwitted in this country, and saddling up, set out on our jourhey
towards the mountain, whick now towered in awful majesty aboye
us.  The town of Sanla Rosa, or Andes, as it is more generally
termed in Chili, containg, s lag beon befove mentioned, about
4,000 inhabitants, is laid out with great regularity, with & large
square in the centre. Tho town itself is a perfect square, and is
bounded on every side by n beautiful Alameda, The honses, ns
usual, are of one story, the strects well paved, while through the
greater mumber of them rung a small mountain stream of
icy eoldness,  Altogethrer, it was one of the prettiest towns I
bad scen in Chili, yet its beauty did not reconeile me to the loss
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of some twenly hours which might bave been better passed at
San 1Velipe.

Finding that we were leaving the town without ealling for
Astorga, I reminded my comrade of the fact, when he stated
that he wight have gone already, and if not, and we should by
aceident meet him again, we could say that we sought him, but
could not find him. His reply made me more anxious to have
another travelling companion, as I was now thoroughly disgasted
with Don Irederice, whe evidently wished we to bave no one in
the party to whom I cowld refer cxcept bimself. Loaving the
town, the scenery began o assume a different clharacter, and the
road led vs by various windings, through several fartile and well
cultivated valleys, artificially irrigated by numerous mountain
streams. Tassing near a mill by the roadside, we meb a parly of
traveliers, one of whom proved to be a Mendosino, an acquaint-

~anes of my companion, who was on his way to Valparaiso to re-
claim 0. bride to whom he had a short time previous been married
by proxy. Learning that I wag an American, he immediately
addressed me in DLaglish, and informed me that he bad been
educated in Philadelphia, and at parting, desired me to inform
Mr. Somechody and family (whose names were jolted out of my
cranimin during thoe next two days’ havd riding,) of that city that
he was well, and bhad just been married. Should these pages meet
the eye of any one answering to the deseription aleady given,
they are at liberty to appropriate the intelligence, and the mes-
sages of kindly remembrance which accompanied it. The road
now commenced a gredual zseent, leading over a rude thougl
substantial stone bridge, to the pass or guard where our passports
were examined by a saciable old fellow, whose love of saciety had
not been deercased by his solitary mode of life, and who insisted
that we should smoke a cigar and have a chat with him. Night
overtook us scon after lenving the pass, when commenced a
chapter of annoyances whick so frequently beget the traveller.
My saddle being intended for a horse, was too Jarge for the mule,
and in eonsequence, 1 lost the sweat cloth from wnder it, and it
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wnl being the cuslom of the sountry to use a crupper, it and my-
self neaily went over the beast’s head, while going down a steep
hill.  Next the boy, who had charge of my cloak and the led
horse, fell asleep and lost thew, thay involving a long delay,
while Dertolde vetwned for them.  Finally, at about nius
o’clock, the eheerlul glimmering of a light aunounced the vicinity
of the Loros, o miserable cotlage where we intended to pass the
mght. I have frequently entered n mave protending habitation
with Jess satisfaclion, and a few minutes found me seated by tho
fire in the centre of the room, with two tolerably preity girls,
wlho were cooking us a supper of ego coup aud carne sece, or
jerked beel.  'The prettinst of the danghters of omr host, Rosita,
was a black-cyed coquettish girl of some eighteen summers, whose
imtereourse with travellers had removed any baghfulness which
she mnight have originally possessed, and sho and I became on
the instant, capital friends. Jler sister had coquetted some six
yearg Jonger with the passing voyager, and was cansequently less
attractive.  'When supper had been removed from the fice to our
earthern bowl, which was common to all who wished to suter
their spoons, we were aroused by the arrival of another traveller
who claimed hospitality. It proved to be Astorga, our acquaint-
ance of the morning, who had awaited our arrival uatil nearly
night, when despairing of our keeping our appointment, he had
pet out with bis peon Jacinto, » fine-looking intellizgent Ghimolhio,
whose pride in his country was displayed by his wearing, even in
Chili, the Buenos Ayrian Chiripd, a picce of red flannel singularly
secured about the loins and thighs, aver o fanciful paiv of loose
white drawers,

Fredevico’s already coined lie was Dmmediatoly pub into service,
but he took care nob to refer to me, doubtless judging by my
countenance, that my support was at least questionable. Indeed,
fecling somewbat reassured by the presence of Astorga, from
whom T deterinined nok ta separate, T [elt much inclined to con-
tradict his impudent and uscless falsehood.

Our supper, which wonld have hafll:d the digestive power of
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any one, save a traveller, a seafaring man, or au osbrich, was
speedily dispatched, aftor which tie tluce of ws laid ourselves
dowo iu the open air, in fronk of the cottame, andd gpoedily fell into
a sound sleep, without being obliged to refer to the magnetic in-
fluence of the stars, which shane hrighily overhead.
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THE CORDILLERA,

Merch 2,—Rose at daylight, and without waiting for break-
fast, set onb upon our journay.  Tha ascont proper had pow com-
menced, the voud following the side of the mountatn, wheae sum-
mits were lost in the distauce overhead. As from time to time
we caught a glimpse of the peaks of the prineipal range, towards
which we pursued our devious route, its snow-capped summit re-
minded us that before night we inust chango the mild and genial
temperature which we than onjoyed for the stern chmate of a
northern winter.  Below the narrow shelf-like rond which we
followed, rushed the turbid wountaiu torrent, carrying with it in
ils course, nob only o hoavy debris, bub even large rocks which it
had undermined by its impetuous violence. At one point where
the hills on ecither side terminated in solid rock, apparenily of
graat harduess, the torrent was camprossed to a width which did
not appear to bo greater than fiftacn or tweaty feet. Throngh
this channel, which is termed the Seito del Soldadoe, or Soidicr’s
Leap, the waters rush with a maddeniog vielenee, and tradition
assorts that o sollier, in attempting to ecscape from his pursucys,
suecessfully lenped this faarful chasm. Once on the other side
Iis was safe, a3 ho oo dared to follow his example, and I conld
pily wonder that, even with the avengers of blood behind him,

he shonld liave suceraded in his dosperate attempt.  On the road
Qi
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we met several droves of cattle on their way from Mendoza to
Chili. They are theve fattencd and killed for market; the Chi-
lians, liko the Clincse, haviug learned that, with a dense popula-
tion, the rearing of cattle is far from cconomical, and that land
way be more profitably appropriated ju planting gereal grains.
In the plains lo the rastward of the Andes it is different, population
is sparse, and the land, without an conormous expense be incurred in
irrigation and cultivation, is utterly useless except for grazing.

It was painful to see the poor animals whose tender hoofs were
aceustowmed only to the softsurface of the plains, limping over the
stony roads of the mountains, which, during their transit, had
effectually lamed the greater number of them, while want of pas-
ture on the mountains had reduced them to the condition of
walking skeletons.

About 10 A. 3., we arrived at the Guardia Vieja, or old guard,
a ruined hut, occupied only during the summer on account of the
soverity of the climate. We hero breakfasted on some beof
cooked on a spit, which was quite lempting after our morning’s
ride, though I much doubt whether its general appearanee befors
cooking, and the manmer of cooking, would not have rather pro-
duced disgust, bad we met it wher our appetites were pampered
to idleness and the accompanimoents of civilization, While break-
fast was preparing I availed myseclf of the opportunity to wash
myself in the torrent, notwithstanding the decided protests of
my eompanions, who assured me most carnestly that it was unsafe
and pernicious to wash while on a journey. I obscrved that they
never allowed themselves to incur such risk, and never nllowed
water fo toush their faces or hands until we had arrived at Mea-
doza. The principle upox whick zblutions arc opposed I did not
ascertain, but have observed that it is very general in South
America,

Licaving the Guardia Vieja, which has beon lberetofore men-
tioned as the site of the first baltle betwean the forees of San
Martin nnd the Royalists, we procceded up the mountain, whiclh
hecame more precipitous as we advanced.  Abont mid-day we
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came ko a large rivulet called the Qo de Agna, one of the most
clear anrd sparkling streams 1 have ever scen, and which, as it
rushed over ils bottora of smooth stones glittered like n stream of
brilliznts,  Tts origin was a snow bank about a mile distant up a
arasiue on otr loft, aud appavently about six hundred feot above
the Tevel which we liad then attained.  This stream differed from
that of the prineipal torren$, which was muddy and turbid, and
as the day was yof warm we Dalted, and had a most refreshing
drink of ity iey-cold waters. We were now near the limit of
perpelual snow, and the Casuchaon the hanks of the Ojo de Agua,
marked the prevision of the Spanish Governor, O’Higgins, who
had there houses of refuge built and repaired for the safeby of -
travellers.  On the Chilian side there are massive and arched
edificos of stone or brick, containing a single room, with the eh-
trance generally clevated some feet above the surface, in order
that it may not be closed by the driftiug snow. Under O'Hig-
gins, these establishinents, so desirable for Lhe traveller who may
have to pass the mountains, citlier Jate in auinumn, or early in
spring, were well adapted to resist the extreme cold, and each
one contained a supply of cliarcoal and food, upon which auy one
who might be so unfortunale as to be shub up by tho suow might
subsist, Thekeys of these stores were given to tho couriers, and
a certain tax was levied wpon the interior commerce for their
support. Since the rovolution they appoar to hove boon neg-
leated ; there arc now o deposiis of coal, or provisions, and nob
a single door or particle of wood work remains on any Casucha
on cither side of the mountain ; all having boen burned to supply
a temporary warmth to some unfortunate travellers who have
been compelled to seck their shelter, We can imagine how ex-
iremo must have been their dislress when they destroyed their
only barrier against the piereing cold which invaded them.

None of these houses have chiimneys, which would certainly be
an improvement ; but even as they exist—eold, damp and cheer-
less, without a door to obstruct the snow or the picreing wind—
they are of great utility to travellers, and have heen the means
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of preserving many lives.  The courier with whow 1 crossed the
plains to Bucnos Ayves, had upou one oceasion been shub up in
a Casucha by a snow storm for some eighteen ays, and was final-
ly obliged to sally oab apd pursue his journcy by the fmmediate
danger of starvation ; and his deseription of his horrible eaplivity,
and s1ill more lorrible jouruey through the snew, over mountain
torrents, conecaled slippery and dangerous paths, though related
simply, and wilbout figures of specch, was thrillingly interesting.
Though neither timid, nor by apy means devotional, he never al-
Inded to this passage in an advenintous life without a shudder,
nor without raising his hat and crossing bimsclf.  Lhe induce-
mentg which had been held ant to Jim to ake the journey had
heen geat for a poor man.  Some merchants finding it & matter
of tho last importance to communnicate with Huenos Ayres, liad
offered him twenty cunces of gold {o tike a letter to Bleudasa,
very late in the autumn, and he had undertuken it ; but no bribe,
ho assured me, would over indues him to renew the attempt, alter
the terrible experience he had ajready gained,

Leaving the Ojo de Agua, we cantinued to ascend hy a stocp
and rugged road, passing another Casucha about one league—the
ordinary distance—from the first.  The rond thus far had been a
steep ascent, but beforo us was a hill swmounted by the third
Casucha, which had been elimbed by what appeaved an innume-
rable succession of carncals, or short zig-zags. At the foot of
this bill, and at the head of a ravine, issucd an immense spring,
which in o mowment [ suspected mnst bo the outlet of the famous
“ Lago lincantada,” or enchanted lake, which has mat only
proved a mystery to tho natives of the eouhbry, but appears also
to have excited the astonishment of scientific travellers who heard
in Ohili of its existence.® Nor was I disappointed, s, after at-
taining the summit of the hill and passing the Casucha we had a
fine view of u heautiful monntain lake, distant about a mile from
the rond, As it would have been extremely uncomfortable; if nol
unsafe to have passed the night on the swomit of the mountain,

#* 11, 5. Exploring Expedition, Yal L.
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I was obliged fo forego avisit Lo this interesting lake, and content
mysclf with a pasdug view. Of its extent it was impossible to
Judge acourately, but I showld suppose it to be about thred miles
in dength, and one in hreadth,  In the fact of its cxistence in
that locality, wrd its always reluining the same level, I saw no
mystery. Its bed is the head of a great valley, whase outlet hag
been closed at some remote pgealogical period, and its supply is
derived fvom the snow banks, by which it is bounded on thiree sides,
while the subtervancan channol which issues below is sufficiontly
large to drain all the supesfluous water ihus produced. It isnok,
as some suppose, the erater of an extinet voleamo ; and the dis-
{ance of the ontlet, whicl is more than 2 mile from the marpin
of the lake, has provented those who have observed i, from
secking there the key to the apparent phenomena of the lake
retaising at all times the same; or nearly the same level ; and the
superstitious Arricros, whose miods are doubtless tempered by
the awful sublimity of this clevated and uninhabitable region,
hava sought an explanation in the power of cnchantment.

Licaving the lake oo our left we followed the bed of a raviae,
still ascending, though more gradually, and the cold beoame se
intense that Astorgas’ peon declared it must be snowing on the
sunmit, which surise afterward proved to be corrcet. As we
had been ascending steadily during the whole day, 1 was Some-
what suarprised when onc of my companions proposed that we
should cach take a pull of the Ckifres containing the brandy, and
another pull at our saddle girths bofora commencing to climb the
mountain. And sure enough tho aseent naw commenced in car-
nest, as, leaving the valley, our road led us by a series of short
zig-zags up & monntain slope, which certainly conld have varicd
littlo feom 45%.  The height and regularity of the hill gives itan
imposiug appearance, and from lhe distance the zig-zag road ap-
- pears like u line ou its face, upon which, by no possibility, » mule
~ could obtain a footing, yet the path is salliciently wide, and by
1o means so dangerous as the Laderas which we found on tha
ather side of the mouniain.
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Again and again, as we ascended, the tired and panting mules
would stop, and, after resting twe or three minutes, renew their
efforts in climbing the mountain. It is in such cases as this Lhat
the traveller sees so much to admire in the paticnt and sagacious,
though sclf-willed anial, upon whose cfforts and steadinoss de-
pends his life and property.  In such cases there is no whipping
or spurring, no abusive or reproachful language, and the mule
hears only the unusual language of encouragement and approba-
tion. A navrow shelf with a more gradual ascent gave some
reliecf to our animals before the finul series of #ig-zags which
conducted us to the snmmit ; but the sua wns now Jow, the wind
high, sud dircetly fronc the snow bank, and the cold became in-
tense. The sufferings of the poor mules it was now painful to
witness, as, partly owing to the rarity of the atmosphere, and
partly to tho fatigue produced by the stecpness of the read, their
breathing wag more accclerated and labovious, aud their pauses to
reat more frequont.  StiH, without o touch of tho spur or a word,
they would start of their own accord after recovoring their breath,
apparently conscious that they lind » definite task which must be
performed, On our right was the eclevated ridges of the prinei-
pal rauge which we were now ascending, while on our left was »
valley which, as we Jooked dewn 1010 ity dark recesses, appeared
unfathomable.  On the other side of this ravine the mountain
peaks rose to tho height of some fifteen or eighteen thousand fect,
zovered, even at a less clevation than we lad already attained, by
snow and masses of ice which, clinging to the monutain side, re-
fracted & tint of light grecn in the rays of the deelining sun.

Two facls observable in the appearance of these mountains
may require & note of explanation ; that perpetual snow is found
on the mountains across tho valley at a less clevation than on the
prineipal ehain where the road erosses, and the existence of the
glaclers.  To the latter my attention lad been dirccted, while at
Bantiage, by a gentlewan of intelligence, who had scen them in
hiz transit, and, who being aware of the opiuion that none were
fonnd in the Andes, wished me lo corroborate his observations.
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T'he explanation of the former phenomenon, I consider by no
means abscure, as the snow when it deseends to the lowest level,
invariably surrounds the inountains, whose peaks have a much
greator elovation than the mountain pass which the road tra-
verses.  'l'he suminit of the latter i3 in the Ialitude Delow the
it of perpetual snow, which melted by the summer’s sun, docs
not again accumwulate until winter, while the lofty peaks of the
former being within that Jimit, the mclting influence of the sun
liaa the efloct of softening the snow and glaciers, whieh by theic
pravity, aided by the cxpansive force of the fluid, are pushed to-
ward the valley, where they accumulate more rapidly than they
ave melted.  The presence of the glaciers admits also ah easy
explination on the general principle of their formation in ol]
parts of the world where they xre found.  They owe their origin
to the snew melting during the day and froezing at night, when
it is invariably cool, and arc permancndly hardened in large
masses during winter. Their }imited cxtent it is less easy to
explain, as they are found at but ove point, and there only cover-
fng n small space, which, I presume, is owing to local conforma-
tion favourable to the meliing of the snows, and eollecting it in
quantitics sufliciontly Jarge that it may ondure the noon day sun
of summer.* -

Wending our way tediously, snd by short zig-zags up the
mountaih, we met the full forco of the westerly wind, a return
ewrrent of the south-enst trades, which constantly blew nent the
level of the sea, while patches of snow in sheltered locations in-
farmed s that 2 few hours earlier we should have had even &
morce tempestuony transit,  Ib musk not, however, be under-
stood that the temporature of this pass is always so low, er the
wiad so viclent. . One of my cowpanions who bad crossed at
mid-day a few weeks befere, assured me that he wns inconve-
nienced by the sheat, even on the summit. The strong westerly

t * T am inclined to believe that these glaciers have nol alwnys exisled, as
no mention of them is made by that eminent naturalist Darwin, who crossed
at (his pass,
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wind will seldom be cxperienced in ilie morning, which 13 conse-
quenlly the best time to eross. This fact is another evidence
that these elevated winds ave return currents to the irades, which
along the coast blow strongest in the afternoon. The pune, or
appression. of the chest, and difficulty of breathing uvoticed by
travellers T did not experience, although, judaing frem their
vinlent panting, the mules did, as the fatigue of the aseent alone
would not account for their obvious distress.  The sun was hat a
few degrees above the glacier-clothed peaks already deseribed,
when a seene opencd to my view from the snmmit, which repnil
me amply for all my discomforts in the ascent, and during the
remairder of my journey, Ilad 1 been * dleze,” I should dn-
eidedly have reccived a new impression. 1 have heard and read
much of natural seencry, whose grandeur and subliniity had pro-
duced in observers a feeling of awe, awl have in many cases
viewed it afterwards without surprise, almost with indifference.
The storm at sea in all hnaginable phases T have witnessed with-
out a profound iiwpression, neither have 1 been mnch impressed
by the thunder storm in the mountaing, or by cataracts, or by
ibe many palural objects on which so many highly-wrought pages
bave been lavished. Two views only, of which I had heard and
vead uch, did not fail to realize my expectations; the first
was the Andes as scen from Valparaiso in wioter, and the next,
the view from the summit of the mountain pass of Uspallata.
To preduce awe, there must be added a certain feeling of per-
sonal insccurity to the natural grandour of the object viewed. The
dangers of the descent, which are greater than thoese of the ascent,
combined with the uneasy impression produced by the great
height whieh I Liad attained, compared with the narrow ridge on
which I stood, just sufliciently tempered my admiration with an
ill-defined dread to give to the view a claracter of awful subli-
mity, Belind us was the deep dark valley which we had left,
and beyond it the snow-eapped inonntain masses, covered in part
by glaciers, wliich reflecting o gyeenish tint, contrasted beautifully
with the prre white of the surrounding snow, while, on the right,
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aml apparently quite elose, thaugh in reality many miles distant,

rose the enormiens white colummn of Tupungati, whose everlasting

vohe of white dazzled the eye as 3t piereed the heavens to a

height newrly double the thirteen thousand feet to which wa liad

ascended.  In front, the view was limited by a ronge of moun-

tains, apparently not mare than a mile distant, while the inter-

vemiug yalley appeared ns deep as it was wide. The slope by

wihich we had to deseend o it was about forty-five degrees, and

eiclosed by Iofty momntaing, whose dazzfing white and sun-tipped

sminmits contrasted with its deep shadow, was rendered still darker

by the fact that owing to the yarefaction of the air, the vays of the

dealining sun were not refracted into ils silent depths.  The

wind was awed and confused by the power of the contiasts, and

glancing from the hrilliant gilding of the perlks into the gloomy

ehiasm before ng, T recalied abirost with n shudder the vivid im-

pressions which my youthful mind bad received from Bunyan's
description of the ¢ Valley and Shadow of Death.”*

We had, hiowever, but little time to meditate on the grondeur
of the scene hofore us, and were warned by tha sefting sun of the
necessity of descending the jnountain, and secking shelter for the
night. DBy the violent and pievcing wind, to which we were
vendered intenscly susceptible by our sudden transition from tho
gemial plains of Chili, we were thoroughly ehilled, and irere all, eveh
the peans, who are proverbially aveise to pedestrianism, glad to
dismount aud walk to the foot of the ridge, to which the read
tended in numberless zig-zags,  Had not the mensuie been first
proposed by my eompanions, I should undoubtedly have adopted
it myself, being so thoreugily numbed that I could searee keep
wy seat on the saddle, while the steepness of the slope and depth
of the valley was fearful (o loek upon, even from so trifling an

# Sir Frapcis Iead remaked when crassing at this point, *What
ean be more brautifid 77 ta which his companion, 8 Cornish miner, afier a
pause, smilingly rejlied: “Them things Sir, thatdo wear caps and aprons.”’
The world wiil not be puzzled (o deride hotween the Haronat aml the Cor-
meh firan,
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elevation as the back of a mmle. We were now m Argentine
territory, ag the dvarvow ridge forms 1he boundary between the
two republics. -Before reacbing the valley it had been fov somc
time dark, and our descent was by wo means pleasant, thongh the
exercise restored the warmtlt to our frozen limhs. 1ooted and
spurred, we were sometimes in danger of missing our footing on
the narrow path and rolling down the slope, somctimes drag
ging the mule wille our whole strength, and again in danger of
being trampled by him.  About half-past cight we reached the
valley, when we all remounted and proceeded down the ravine in
search of a resling place, of which we were nvow wuch in need.
After about an hour’s ride, my companions, after an carnest
consultation with Astorgas’ peon, selected na site for our
camep.  Upon dismounting, 1 eertainly could not discover any
degirable features about the loeality to recommend it above
the Casucha, which I knew wust he somewhere in the vieinily,
as we lad no shelter except the imperfect lee afforded by an im-
“mebse porpliyritic rock, weighing, T should suppose, some hundred
tous. Upon inquiry, however, I found that its eligibility arose
from the fact that cur friend Astorga upon the occasion of a for-
mer jaurhey, had left concealed woder this rock two sticks of
ficewood which he had breught from below, ihere pob being a
trace of vegetation of any kind to be found so near the summit.
All wag a bleak, cheerless mass of voleanic rocks, relieved only
10 the sight by the snowy mountaing above us,and 1o the imagina-
tion by the presence of the bubbling streams, the crystal clear-
ness and icy coolness of which would have boen more acceptable
though less nataral in the hot plaing te which eur coursa was
directed, Often afterward, while suffering on board. the vesset in
whicl T sailed from Duenos Ayres with a vielent atiack of bil-
ious fever, did I revisit these elear mountain sireams.  Sleeping
or wakieg my miud waudered to every spring, stream, and limpid
lake which I had cver visited, and many which existed only in
my fever-healed fmngination, but it ivvarially returned to the
erystal vivalels fed by the snows of the Cordillera.  On that
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uight, Lowever, as we sat sltivering aiound our meagre fire; in
vain attempting to shelter ourselves from the scarching breeze, I
am {ree to confess that though a passionate admnirer of good
water, T would willingly have Dartered an unlimited quantity of
the best which nature could supply for a single glass of not very
good brandy. Qur fire, though on the smallest maginable scale,
was suflicicntly large to lical some water, with whieh we made our
Matté, which accompanied onr fingal yepast of bread and cheese.
As my supply of eigms was cxhausted, the five low, and being
already past ten o’clock, we had no motive for keeping late hours,
and aceordingly produced owr private stock of blankets, serapes,
cloaks, and ponchos ta form a bed fur the three of us. Upon
an examinafion it was discovered that all the articles in question
belonged to Astorga or wyself, and that Frederico’s entire stock
consisted of an unlined poncho, which would afford no protection
whatever, and under whieh it would liave been impossible to have
slept & moment on so cold a night. My cyes had been gradually
opening sinee our arvrival at St. Jelipe, where T began to sgo how
grossly 1 had been imposed upon by this plausible individual, and
how mneh he had calenlated upon the results of my eredulity for
his own comforts and neeessaries during the journey. I had paid
hitn fhree pieces for two mules when onc only was necessary ;
had paid afl the expenses of the journcy, when I ought to have
paid but ane half; had lent bim money which T already Jooked
upon as lost ; not only for the payment of Lis passport, but the
duties upon some animals which he had sold in Santiagoe ; bought
a large supply of horseleed, of which my poor mules never got a
taste, though the old black horse having broken down, the space
one was alivays used by Frederico or his peon. Tho foed was
all absorbed by his led horse, which did notbing hut kick the
mules who veatured within range of his hoels, in one ease nearly
breaking my leg. His slecknessand viciousness increased, while
the increasing temerity of my mules roproached mo daily, and
miged upon me the neeessity of coming to an understanding upon
the subject. DBut all these palpable ovidences of utter want of
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principle, astonished me Iess thau the superfative impudence of
the said Don I'rederico in placing hiwmself in the middle of a
bed to whicl he had contributed nothing. ITe had not even the
claim of a stranger, who ight have been enjoying the hospitality
of my camp. The rcader may perhaps think the choice of ~posi-
tion in such a bed a mattor of little moment; but T assure him
it wus no such thing, as 1ho lee side having heon approprinbed by
Astorga, whose perfect right to a choice I did not for a moment
think of quesiioning, as he had by far more coveriugs than my-
self, and Mr. I'redevico having deposited Limself in the middle,
left me the oulside berth to windward, where, as the clothes were
too narrow to tuck under, T lay shivering all uight.

I took ofl’ my spurs by way of preparation for repase, and tried
1o nesile myself under the covering, but every flaw of wind liftel
it on my cide and senb a chill through my Hbs which instantly
awakenod me; then I turned over and thawed that side, wlhen [
would be agnin awakened and compelled to repeat the operation,
and so on during the night—mudatis mutandis.

While my compadiero lay snoring cosily in the middle of the bed
1 was vowing a terrible revenge, which I inflicted afterwards by
exposing his meanness, and defeating, at the vory moment that he
thought everything secure, his attempt at a further imposition ;
aceident also assisted mo o a manner which 1 litlle cxpected, as
his led horse, having got fat and frisky on my provender, threw
lim off Lis back the first time ho attempted to mount Lim in
Mendoza, thus exposing him to a torrent of ridicule, besides
Jurting him scvercly, though not seriousty.  Flis movtification at
finding that he dave not mount his pet horso, avenged me suffi-
ciently for the losses I had sustained, and my cold night in the
Cordillera.  To be a Mendosine, and not able to monut any hovse
is not 0 be o gentleman. T doubb even whether a man’s honesty
would not be suspected in Mendosa if it were known he conld
not ride.

Mairch 3 —Roso ab day-light, and after partaking of o cup
of maité, healed hy the seanly vemaing of two sticks of wood, we

|

pe
th

wl
ha,
m
tio
an
ar}
bu
vig

in .



TUHE CORDILLIERA, vy
suddled up and procecded down the valtey.  Although our sup-
per bad been sulliciently seanty, that of our mules must have
been much morc so, as, by the lightof day, T could not discover the
slightest signs of vegetation, and of the extremo cald of the night,
of which I had been tolerably convinced by my previous sensations,
we had tangible corroborative evidence, in that the entire margin
of the mountain torvent was firmly frozen. A clear case of tem-
pevature as low as 33% Fabrenhelt was thus wade put, and there
i3 00 estimating how mueh colder it would have been i we had
been provided with o thermometer to have measured its intensity,
This, too, was in March, only tha {first montht of autumn, corves-
ponding to September in our own conntry, and from the severity
of tha weatlicr wo may form an approximate estimale of what it
must be in winter, these passes hoing foo far inland to bave their
temperature affeeted by the warmer ocean cnrrents, which exer-
cise g0 powerful an influenee in moderating the climate off Capo
Horiy ihe southern extrerotty of this continent,  Wo now purened
our course down the valley, whicl is goencrally about a mile in
widtl, and bounded on either side by encrmous masses of por-
phyritle rocks, Some lny in loose masgses at the foot of the
mounfains, white others rose like a wall in a singic roek, without
gign of frackure, to o height whore the eye conld no longer trace
its character.  1ts colours were various, though ved and Wae ap-
peared to predomivate.  T'ho deseent was genmally gradudl,
though sometimes so abrupt as to make me feel the necessity of
A erupper, which, strange to say, is not used in this country,
where it i3 so much needed. My saddle being English, and
having been intended for a horse, was entirely too large for my
mule, and, unlike the recade or saddle of the eonntry, the forma-
tion of the trce would not admit of its lacing tight to the back
and sides of the animal, [ had previously felt the ineonvenienco
arising from these defects, and bad been proportionably careful,
but now, the stecpest deseents having been passed, I relaxed my
vigilanee, and while descending a very stecp hill, more employed
in staring at e mountaing hy which we were surrounded than
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in Jocking out for my own immediate mtele‘st and trasting much
to the docility and sagacity of the mu]c, ]m indignation was
aroused by the slipping of the saddle, which he immediately re-
sented by giving two violent kicks inlo the air with his hind legs.
As bia head, even before this demonstration, had been so nearly
under me that, inusing my spurs, I had to be careful of his eyes,
thig vielent elevation behind was entirely too much for wy equili-
brium, and, after performing an cvolation in the air, I alighted
at the distance of some twenty fect below, on the flat of my back,
with iy head not very gently pillowed on a hard though fortu-
nately fat stone.  Not satisfied with the injury already done, this
vicious beast of ¢ Swuoni la romba’ memory folfowed me, endea-
vouring to plant his fore feet on my ohest. Though somewbat
stunned, 1 had suflicient presence of mind to cscape the compli-
ment by rolling down the hill, when he, not earing to follow,
dashed off in another dircetion unttl he became entangled by the
saddle, which bad completely turned, and was brought back by
Lhe peons. 1 felt much Iike enforcing the Mosaic Faw against the
beast, wito, with “malico prepense’ had endcavoured to take mry
life, but being unprovided with weapoos, he eseaped the cffects
of my first impulses, after which, of course, he was safo. = I ac-
cordingly put the ssddle in its place, and, girting it with all my
foree, mounted and proceeded on my way with very sore bones
und an aching head, quite as well satislied as ever with the saga-
city, but infinitely less credulous in regard to the docility of the

unimal upon which I was mounted. About 10 A. m. we stopped

and lupcled at the camp of an old muleteer, who was the happy
possessor of some tough beef, and a little wood wherewith to
cook the same, and then proceeded on our route to where the
mountsin torrent is traversed by the Puento del Inca, ono of the
lions of the Uspallata pass. It is a natural bridge formed of
conglomerate, evidently cemented, at least to a certain extent,
by the salts which are nbuadant in the neighbourhood, and was
probably a mouniain mass which formerly dammed the ravine,

i

and had been perforated by the action of tho torrent, As there
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is cvery evidence that it is a part and parcel of the lofty barks
of the ravine whieh extends for miles in either direction, the
mind is carvied back to a period when no stream flowed through
this eaormous chasm, to a period when the climate was so mild
that no snow fell in these mountains, or when it was so severo
that it never melted. T sco no other means of cxplaining the
phenomena, as the water could never liave had another outlet
from the extensive valley nbove, and it appears incredible that
the torrent should have seooped out this great chasm for miles,
commencing at the surface, and left only this slight conncetion
between the banks, while its formation and connection precludes
the iden of its having assumed this position ab a later peviod. Its
length 1 sbout forty and its breadth about thirty yards. On the
navrow plaleaw, and within a few yards of the bridge, there is a
spring of hot water, and on a shelf on the bank, immediately
under ik, ave tive others, varying sceveral degrees in temperatare,
though they arc separated by bubk a few inches of rock.
Ilaving no thermometer I wag unable to measure the temperature,
but estimated their range at between eighty-five and one hundred
Fahrenheit, and are probably affected like the hot springs of Cau-
quenes, in Chili, by the season of the year, and the melting of the
snow in (he mountaing. One of these springs rushes into ils
basin with such foree that it is entirely covered with foam, and
on the banks, and on the bridge overhead, hung stalaclites pro-
dueed by the vapours arising from it.*

Lieaving the Puente del Inca, we pursued our way down thd
valley, following the left bank of the torrent, and at about 1 ». a.
atived at Punta de Vaca, where we unloaded our animals, and,
turning them out to graze, if, by great good fortune, they could
discover the wherewithal ko grase upon, which [am sure I could
not, we produced our sennty provisions, and procceded to dino

% It is not impossible that the cement arising from these exhalalions may
have prevented the removal of the portion of the plateau forming this
Lridge, when the chasm wus scooped out elsewhere by the aclion of the

lnrrent.
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and take a siesta. Awakening ahoub 4 r. »., my abtcation was
attracted by a series of zig zags on a searped mountain, which
rose to the hicight of some fifteen hundred feek on the opposite
sido of the valley. They looked like lines traced upon the
abeep earthy slopo; yet, such was tueir rogularity that I could
not hut believo that they weve the paths of some animals, although
I could hardly realize the boldness which could induce them to
risk themselves on such a fearful elevation. The mystery was
speedily solved by the appearance of six guanacos, whoe murched
m a stately and dignificd manner over the orest of tho mountain
in a single file, and with every evidence of confidence in their
narrow foothold, commenced descendiug the path.  Saddliog up,
we crossed the Rio de las Vapag, o deep and rapid torrent, filted
in many cases with moveable stones of considerable size. The
ford is o bnd one, especinlly in the afternoon when the heat of
the sun bas mclted the snows on the mountring, and T felt men-
tzlly relicved when my mwulo had lumbered tiwough the stream,
perfectly eontent with the compromise of a pair of wet legs.  On
the level space, near the castorn wargin of thiy river, Inrge piles
of stoucs irregularly placed mark the position of oue of the can-
tonments of the army of San Martin, during his extraordinary
campaign for the liberation of Chili. Pursuing our route, we
arrived a little after dark ab a singular cave or grotbo on the right
of the road, whiclt was occupicd by some ciglt or ten muleteers,
on their way lo Valuaraiso for mervchandize. It was merely o
semicircular excavation about fiftcen feet in depth, with a vocky
floar and ceiling, and probably owed its origin to an extraordinary
freshet. Around its entrance were placed the eargo, pack saddies,
and other furuiture of the mules, in distimet heaps, and a semi-
cireular form, corresponding to that of the interior of the grotto,
whilein the neighbourhood the mules,under the watehful care of the
madrina, or bell-mare, sought a scanty supper ameong the barren
rocks, The datk and smoky walle of the cavern, lighted up hya
fire in the centre, around which were grouped the peons in their
fantastic costumes, and in the picturesque attitudes assumed by
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men thoroughly ab their ease, and utterly unaceustomed to tho
use of siraight-back chairg, recalled forcibly to my mind the de-
scription of a bandit ecncampmient, as vividly portrayed in many
of the popular novels of the carly part of the present century.
These, however, were ne robbdrs, but genfe de bien, honest peopla
in pursuit of their ordinary avoecations; and upon our entranco
they greeted us hospitably, making way for us at the fire, aud
assigning to me, as astranger, the seat of honour, oceupied on our
arrival by the owner of the troupe. We were kindly invited fo
encamp with them, and join ju the supper which was preparing,
and, upoun declining, cigars weve produced, which were by no
means unacaeptable, as mine had given out the day before. On
learning this fact, our friend the mulctoer hoped that ¢ the patron”’
would do him the favour o accept a bundle, assuring me that he
had an abundance for his journey across the mountains, and that,
morgover, whoen they gava out he eould resort to cigaritos to whiclt
the cabelleros from forcign parts were not accustomed. Courtesy
would have vompelled my acceptance, even had scliishness boen
allowed to have no voice in the matter ; and ag I thanked him for
hislittle present my heart re-opened toward mankind, and I thought
that, after all, though onc might be oceasionally cheated and
foreed to sloep on the wiady side of a bed on » cold night, thers
was still much disinterested kindness in ont-of-the-way corners,whare
we had little right to cxpect it. We now heard the cheerful ories
of our peons encouraging the mules as they drove them up the
bill, where the road passed pearly over our heads, so we took =
kindly leave of the hospitable strangers, and continued our route
to the Pefion Rajada, ov riven stone whigh bad alveady been se-
leated ns o resting place for the night,  Thisrack had been broken
off from some mountain mass overhead, and Dad rolled into its
present position by the road side, where its summit overhung its base
so far that it afferded a very good shelter for three persons. It
cortainly looked far from secure, and the idea of its toppling aver
and crushing the sleeping traveller capnot but oceur to any one
who takes refuge under it yet, the fact that it had cecupicd its
9
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présent position sinec the discovery of the country, more than
three centurics ago, is suflicient evidence of stability to induce
one to risk one more night in preference o braving the dews and
cold mountain brecze. Owing to the cxistenee of a latge stone
near the base of our enormous shelter, which must have weighol
several hundred tons, it was rather close quarters for three, and
as Don [frederico again sclected the middle, and Astorga the in-
side, I was obliged to accommodate my person to its rough surface
as well as I could. The wilduess of this nizht, compared with
the last, had cvidontly aflected the spirils of any eompanions,
who, until & very late hour, sang paiional songs, among which
gne called ¢ Padre Francisce” was exceedingly humorous, though
by no means camplindentary to $he reverend elergy. 1 bad few
opportunities of ebserving duwring this journcy tha deportment
of the pricsthood, who, though treated respectfully by the people,
appeac to inspire them with very little reverence. Those 1 met
were grenerally jolly, retund, good-natured fellows, with no small
capacity for strong drink, and very grcu,t. liberality of feeling iu

regard to heretics.
Darch 4. —Taving drank our matéé we set oub, and after

travelling about n league, fcll In with a large troop of mmles i
u bivouae, snd among the travellers were several women, whe
were in the act of rising from their matirasses which were spread
upon the ground, and making their toilette preparatory to sebling
out. Thore were also some children {oo young to be trusted on
horschack, and who were transported in paneiers slung upon the
back of a eareful mule. This is the ordinary means of locomo-
“tion ; and provided the traveller have not a pair, provisions, or
in default of them, a stone i put in the opposite pannier to
helance the juvenmile eruestrian. Teenving these travellers, who
sbared with ug their coffee, and hearing a prosent of pound-eakes
with which the benevolent ladies—Ieaven bless them—bad sup-
plied us, we proceeded on the first ludera—onc of the thres for-
midable passcs of the Andes. Of these tlnee dangerous passes
{ had heard much, and am searce prepared to say wheiher they
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were morc or less formidable than I anticipated. The name
ladera is applied to a narrow path extending some distauce along
the side of the mountain, which is perpendiculir oo one side,
and nearly, or quite so, on the other. In its narrowest patt, the
width, I think, was scarce less than threc foct, although an occasional
stone which has fallen from above forces the mule to the extremo
edge of the path, where the traveller, should he be - willing to
trust his head and look toward the precipice, will see ‘nothing
but the deep ravine and furious torrent, in some plaves several
hundred feet beneath.  Were this narrow shelf level the danger
would not be so great, but the inequalities make them fearful to
those unaceustomed to mountain travelling ; and I can compate
my own feelings, 83 my mule mnclt his way along the narrow
descenb with Lis nose almest between his logs, bis short neck,
and the path cntively invisible, only to those of a man sliding
slowly down a vory steep roof in a disagrecable state of wncer-
tainby as to whether the gntter or trough at the caves will sug-
tain his weight upon his avrival.  The lodere of las Vacas, the
third and last pass, is decidedly the worst, and at one point the
narrow path suddenly bends nearly at vight angles to its former
direction, while the precipice on either side is perpendionlar.
To this point the ascent is very steep on cither side, and tho
path over the rock completely porforated by the various passing
nnimals, which are obligei to step exactly in each other’s foot-
steps, in defanlt of which they would probably stumble, when
wule and xider must iocvitably be destroyed. In making this
dangerons twn, the mule must bend himself nearly double, and
the traveller must guard against the danger of having his leg
erushed against the rack, whioh might nat only injure him sori-
ously, but might also destroy the cquilibrvimm of his dnimal.
Passing this, the most trying point, I could not but hopo while
descending the steep slope beyood it, that my slippery crupper-
less saddle might not serve we the trick it did on the day before,
33 the consequences in this ease would be more serious. Wo
all passed-safely, and there was no one who did not feel relieved,
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it being a danger to which men would never hecome indifferent,
Had we met 2 tronpe of mules in this path, the result would have
been fatal to some, if not all the animals, and perhaps to our-
selves, as ‘there were wnany places where it would have been
impossible to dismount, much less to have turned back. Many
persons will tell » traveller that it is safer to traverse these
posses on a mule than on foot. This is an absurdity, as the sure
footedness of 2 mule is not greater than that of a man, while its
sagacity will not compare with his reason. It not unfrequently
oceurs that the earth near the precipice becomes insecure, and
the mule, as long as he sces the tracks of his follows, will ven-
ture upon it, while man, warned by the indieations, will avoid it.
Again, should a mule suddenly take fright and start, as they
frequently do under other circumstances, it would be fatal to
both.

In the account given of the passago of this ladera by Sir
Trancis Head, there is a fine piece of description, which cu-
bodics so many characteristics of the patient, long-suffering mule,
that T cannot resist the temptation of quoting it entive for the
benefit of my readers, hoping that they may derive from it the
same gratification which it has afforded me. To most persons
an additional charm must attach itsclf to this deseription, owing
to the fact that from it is derived a picture illustrative of moun-
tain fravel in South Awmcrica, which is found in the sehool books
upon geography, from whicki most of the preseht generbtion in
our country derived the rudiments of that science :—

“ As soon as the leading mule came to the commencement
of the pass, he stopped, evidently uawilling to proceed, and, of
course, all the rest stopped also.

t He was the finest mule we had, and on thab 2eccount had
twice ag much to carry as any of the others ; his load had never
been relieved, and it consisted of four portmanteaus, two of
which belonged to me, and contained not only a vory heavy bag
of dollars, but also papers, which were of such consequence that
T could hardly have continued my journcy without them. Thok
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peons now redoubled their eries, and leaning over the sides of
their mules, and picking up stones, they threw tham at the lead-
ing mule, who now commenced his journcy over the path.
‘With his nose to the ground, Jiterally smelling his way, ho
walked gontly on, often changing the position of his feet if he
found the grovnd would not hear, until he came to the bad part
+ of the pass, when le again stopped ; and I then certainly began
ta look with great anxiety af my portmanteats ; but the peons
again threw stones at him, and he continued his path, and
reached me in safety ;—several uthers followed. At lasta young
mule carrying a portmantean, with two large sacks of provisions,
and many other things, in passing the bad point struck his load
against the rock, which knocked his two hind legs over the pre-
cipice, and the loose stones immediately began to roll away from
imder them ; however, hig fore Tegs wero still upon the nerrow
path 3 he had no room to put his liead there, but he placed his
pose on the path on his left, and appeared to hold on by his
moutl. ITis porilous fate was soon dechied hy a looss mule who
wame vp, and in walking along after him, knoclted his ecomrade’s
nose off the path, destroyed his balance, and head over hecls the
poor ereature instantly commenced a fall whick was really quito
terrific. 'With all his baggage firmly lashed {o him, he rolled -
dawn tle stecp slope until he came to the part which was per-
pendicular, and there he scemed to bound off, and turning round
in the air fell into a deep torrent an his back and upon s hag-
gage, and Instantly disappeared. I thought, of course, that he
was Iilled ; but up he rose, looking wild and scared, and imme-
diately cndeavoured to stem the torrent which was foaming about
bim. Tt was & noble cffort, and for o moment he seemed to
meceed, but the eddy suddenly caught the great load which was
upon hig back, and turned him completely over ; down went his
head with all the baggage, and as he was carried down the
sream, all I saw were his hindquarters, and his long, thin, wet
tail lashing the water. As suddenly, howover, up his head
camo again ; but he was now weak, and went down the stream
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turned round and round by the cddy, until passing the corner
of the roek I lost sight of him. I saw, howcever, the peons with -
lassos in their hands, run down the side of the torrent for soma
little distance ; but they soon stopped, and afler looking toward
the poor mule for some seeonds, their carncst abtitude gradually
relaxed, and when they walked toward me I concluded that all
was over. I walked up to the peons, and was just goiug to
speak to thom whed I saw at a distapce a solitary mule walk-
ing toward us.

“ We instantly perceived that he was the Phaeton whose fall
we had just witnessed, and in a few moments he canie up to us
to join his comrades. He was, of course, diipping wet; his |
oye looked dull, and his whole countensnce was dejected; how-
evor, none of his bones were broken, lic was very hitle cnt, and
tha bulletin of his health was altogether ineredible.

“WWith that surprising aunxicky which the mules all have ta
join the troop, or rather the leading mule which carries the bl
he continuwed his course, and actually walked ovor the pass with-
out eompulsion, though certainly with great caution.”

The great dangers and difficultics whiel we had to enconnter |
from mountain travel wore now passed, and we procecdal |
rapidly down the valley, the slope of which had become mare
gradual. At about noon we stopped on the baoks of a clenr
mountain stream, which we had crossed by o rude stone bridge
with a gingle arch, and breakfasted upon-the onkes so kivdly
provided ws by the warm-hearted Mendesinos. Soon after we
left, for the last time, the muddy and turbid torrent which we
had so leng accompaniced, and struck across a shingly plain, pro-
ducing some low bushes and watered by a single rivulel of clear |
cold water. The torrent which we Ioft, inorcased as it was by
numerous slliances, lhad bhecome a cpnsiderable stream, and
flowed with less violence than mnearer its source toward the
plains, where it is absorbed and Jost in the sandy soil. At about
2 p.r., our eyes were delighted with the sight of the fertilo
valley of Uspallata, which, clothed in green by its various grains
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and grasses, and wabered by a rivulet of clenr cold waler, was a
pleasing relief to the eye after ounr three days’ travel amony the
rocks and snow of the Cordillers. The valley is some six miles
in length and twoe in breadth, and contains only ono establish-
ment of several small houscs and some unused furnaces belong-
ing to the copper mines, which were formerly wrought in this
neighbourhood,  This is the Custom louse station of Mendoza,
and we were received very affably by the Captain of tho Guard
and his Dugom wife, who were nequaintances of my compaiicre
Frederico. A room was assigned to us in one of the unoccupied
huts, and a dinner gerved to ug with the family. In the evening,l
for want of other occupation, I nizmbered the dogs in the court-
§ sard, where twenty stood in a single group, s gauat and ferocious
a1 50 many half-starved wolves. 1 did net need tho caution
wshich our hostess gave me not to vemturc oub of the house ab
night unless accompanicd by a poon, ag I felf certain of being
torn to picces for food if from no other motive. Like tho negre
slve in our country, and the poor generally all tho world over,
the grwackeo of the plains delights in being surrounded by formi-
dable dogs, and is scldom found, except far from his homo,
unaceompanied by some half o dozen. Bertoldo, the peon, had
ludably availed himself of ah ille alternoon to celebrate his
reburn to a civilized region by becoming gloriously drunk, and in
that condition afforded me some amusement at the same time
thet he annoyed me. Upon one subject he declared his mind
was made up—that he would never lcave me until my arrival in
Buenos Ayres, and would accompany me as my poon with or
T without my permission, or a compensation for his services. Rum
Fisn sad loveller, an unuutw.xtcd Red Republican, and I could
g never have realized the great sinilarity that really exists between
a drunken Inglish or American sailar and a drunken guacko,
(tur beds were made on the floor, and Astorga and myself wero
about to retire when we were honoured by a visit from our land-
lady and landlord, the Captain of the Guard, whe came with the
infention of having & cosy game of oards w1th Don Frederico.
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As they did not appear to stand on cercmony with us; I deler-
mined to shew my appreciation of the complimernt by not con-
sidering them as strangers, and quietly tzrned in and soon
smoked myscif to sleep, mot, however, before I saw the escudo
which Don Ifrederico had obtained from me this afternoon to
mect hecessary expences, transferred in the progress of the game
to the captain and his worthy spouse.

March 5 —Started about 6 a.m., and pursued our way
down the Uspallata valley, the level road winding among numer-
ous hijls of no great clevation. Stopping at a very small spring
to refresh ourselves, and await the arrival of our baggage, Dan
Frederico gave me a farther insight iuto his character, by produc-
ing the sealed letter of the Captain of the Guard, in which our
arrival, and the charncier of our baggage, was announced to his
superior in Mendoza, snd attempted to xend it by opening it as far
a3 be could without breaking the scal.  He would, I beliove, Jiave
¢ven procecded to bthat extremily, bhad [ not entered my protest
against such & breach of trust being committed in my presence.
Yery mucl to my surprise Astorgs, with whom my short inter-
course had favourably impressed me, wade no objections ; and
when I conversed with him afterward, found that his views upon
this subject did not coincide with my own, and thab the fact of
the letter having an immediate relation to its bearer, and being
official, he scemed to lelieve gave him a right to obtain a konow-
ledge of its centents. This may be the code of morality in this
country, and may be generally conceded, in which case, of
course, it would be unfair to judge individuals by our own scvere
standard.

About noon we arrived at the Parawillo, an elevated table-
land, from whenee we had a distant view of the Pampas, which,
scen through the haze, strikingly resembled the ocean. A strong
breeze appears to blow at this poiuk at afl seasons of the year,
abJeast so I was inforned hy my companions, and Hind thiir
statements corroborated by former travellers. Gold mines aro
wronght with advantage at several points on this platean.
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' When, upon our arrival at Uspellata, I' congratulated myscl€
upon having overcome the descent and attained the level of the
Pampas, I was very much mistaken, ag leaving the Paratuille
we descended by a steep declivity into @ navrower ravine {(Cajon
of Viila Vieencic), and continued to descend withouat intermission
for the noxt ten miles, until gur arrival at Villa Vieencio. Thiz
ravine was very picturesque, and iy undoubiedly the finest pass
in the whole route, though wanting the massy grandeur of the
mountain scencry above Uspallata,  Afber travelting about forty-
five miles, we arrived at Villa Vicencio zbout six o’clock in the
evening, and made our arrangements to pass the night.  Its
ostentations name and place on the map would have induced me
to expect at Jeast a village, had not * Derwin’s Joarnal of & Natu-
ralist”’ informed me beforchand that it consisted of & single hut.
It had a local celebrity for the Hot Springs in its neighbourhood,
to which invalids in former times resorted for the henefit of the
waters, They are now unfrequonted, either because they havo.
lost their repuiation, or because of theiv inaccessibility and dis-
tance from Mendoza., They are some distances from the house—
about a league, 1 believe, and 1 did not see them. No one
wlluded to them in ruy prescoce, and [ had. ridden forty-five miles
since morning, and the last ten down hill, apd T was tired 5 so
lying down im front of tho louse on my sarape, smoking & pipo
in Jieu of =z cigar, and atbtempting at intervals, though not very
suceessfully, to make fricnds with 2 domesticated guanaco which
belonged to the establishment, I forgob entirely that my previous
reading had ever made me aware of their existence. It ivas
only upon my arrival in Mendoza that I was rewminded of them
by somo injuiries which were addrossed to e on the subject.
1t thus frequently bappens that the descriptions of travellers
vary so much as to induce & notorious inoredulity among
readers; but because something is unmontioned by & more re-
cont travellor which liad been noticed by a former one, is” no
cvidence of its non-existence. Darwin gives o long deseription
of these Springs, whri}c.{h I had vrend wmore than onee, and I did



190 CHILTI AND 'l‘ll_E ARGENTINE PROVINCES.

nob see them, while T observed the ITobt Springy at the Pmente
del Inca, which, I think, ke passed entirely unnoticed, even when
speaking of the bridge. The good wife gave us our casuele by
candle-light, and we were not tardy in retiring, each one, even
the women and childret, making their beds in frout of the house
in the open air. Ilaving observed this community of sleeping
apartments with some surprise upon turning in—retiring, though
more elegnnt, can scarcely be considered appropriate under the
cirowmstances—I was somewhat startled upon finding that T had
a bedfellow when I awoke during the night. Cautiously recon-
noitering, I discovered that it wus only the guanaco, which, at-
traoted doubtless by the warmth of my coverving, had laid bLim-
self down close alongside of me. Heing fond of anlmals, and
pleased with his confidencs, and flattering mysclf that he had
discovered by my covutenance that I was a good-natured fellow,
I did not disturb him.
. Marck G.—Don Frederico being now near home, and anxious
to sce the misgnided little woman who, in an evil hour, had a fosw
weeks before consented to becowme his bride, roused us out n
littlo after midnight ; but owing to the delays of Bertoldo, who
had not eutirely recovered from his jolufieation, and had pro-
bably no espeeizl motive to hasten himy, being cither an unmar-
ried man or an old married man, we did not start until about 2
ant. We soon eleaved the Cajon, or ravine, after which we
descended gradually through a dcy and consequently steriie
country to a line of Lills of a ncderate height, apparently the
banks of the sca or a great Iake in & former geologieal period,
and at present the boundary of the extensive plains which reach
the Atlantie. At daylight I found tlmb we had by some menns
picked up a travelling companion, a good-natured elderly guacho,
but where lie joined us I never learned—whether 2t Villa Vicen-
cio or in the Cajor before it was light ; but of ono fact in con-
nection with him I am well assured, that without his assistanoe
we should have made a sorry breakfast.

Having reached the edge of the plain we met a voung guache
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ot his retarn from Mendoza, who was foand to be the possessor
of two loaves of bread, which wmy companions jestingly demanded,
and he willingly gave them when he learned that we had not

breakfasted. I offered moncy to pay him for the bread and his

trouble, and to roward his charitabloness, bt found the greatest
difficulty in prevailing on him to aceept it. e appeared to

think himself fully compensated by being permitted to observe.

the ravenous manner in which we devoured the loaves which ke
had earried sonc thirky iniles, and which he perhaps intended as
a present to his sister or swocthoart,

Although dry bread Is o rarity and o laxury to these rudc n-
habitants of the plains, we found it without water by no means
savoury, aml no little satisfaction was expressed by the whole
party when the old guacke, who had this morning joined us, pro-
duced from a leathor bag a quantity of chargni, or jerked boef,
pounded iute a sort of coarse flour.  The chargui and our morn-
ing vide gave such a rave flavour to our broad, that we made an
excellent brenkfast, zud | ean lorestly reconumend the ugo of ib
to any teavelor, as being ab the sune time one of the mosk
nutritions amd porlable articles o food that T have meb with dur-
ing my varigus journeys.

Between us and Mewloza lay o barren plain or trevesic of
some thirty miles without waler. Stones, stunted Dbushes, snd
dry sand were its staple productions, and it scemed as if its bad
of sand had formerly been undor water, and the receptaclo of the
stones brought down hy the momntain torrents.

As the lieab was great, the view uninteresting, and tho neces-
sity for sparing our animals less wrgent than lheretofore, we
travelled rapidly, being cspecially incited thereto by the impa-
ticnce of Frederico.  During our transit, Astorga availed himself
af the fact of our being aloue to consult with me relative o tak-
ing up our quarters at Frederico’s house, or rather that of his
father-in-law, which he had also been 1nwtcd to do. He ex-
pressed his dislike and suspicion of his good faith, upou ‘which I
informed him of the' result of my own experionce. It was then
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determined that we should hoth refuse and go to a fonde. From
this jndicious determination wo were not persnaded but abse-
Iutely forced, in the sequel, being positively informed that there
wad no place of publie cntertainment in the city, and were
finally obliged to take up our quarters in conformance with the
pressing iuvitation. There we remained together for three days,
when, much to my regret, Astorga set out for his native eity of
San Juan, urging upen me at leave-taking, notwithstanding my
repeated refusaly, the acceplance of his two heavy blankets, the
possession of which I envied him so much during the cold nights
we had passed in the Cordillera. As the weather ju the plains
at this season is mild, 1 really did not wish ta he troubled with
Dhis handsome present, but fiading 1 could not refusc auny longer
without wounding his feelings, 1 finally accepted them, and pave
them to the eourier upon my arrival at Buenos Ayres. Through-
out my whole association with this gentleman, T found him kind,
urbane, geunerous, and obliging, and should bo mest happy to
liave an oppoctunily ab sowe future time to rvetwrn the kindness
in my own country whieh T invaiably received fron him in
mountain and plain, where he always stool as a wayside com-
panion, in-glaring relicf to the man who had becn recommended
to me, and to whose honour L had confided my interests, and
who, according to the principles ef hospitality, as understood
and practiscd by even the wost Darbarons people, ought to have
sacredly guarded them instead of taking the Jead in pebty impo-
sitions,

In the suburhs of the city we stopped at a liat to drink water,
of which we were mueh inwant, ns there is, as I have already
stated, none on the road after loaving Villa Viceneio, e also
ate somc water-welons, which bere attain great perfection, The
woman who wailed upon us, as also the remainder of the family,
the young children only excepted, suffered from the disgusting
~ deformity produced by tho goidre—a disease, a8 wo afterwards
discovered, pervading cvery class of society in Mendoza. Qur
hostess, Don Frederico’s mother, was rendeored hideons by a-gaitre,
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while the swelling neck of lbis young and otherwise pretty wife
displayed itin its incipiency. Mendoza, the “City of the Plains,”
presents from the distance an wnimposing appearance, being on
perfectly lovel ground, and so surrounded by poplars that seeroely
a habitation ig scon until its streets are entered,

The swrounding barrier once passed, its suburbs are pleasing,
each cottage heing shaded by trecs and surrousded by a garden
filled with feait-trees, ov planted with clover as a pasturage for
their animals, The luscious green of this grass was 2 most
pleasing relief to the eye after dwelling on tho barren vocks of
the Cordillera, or the parched and avid #ravesia ; and I conid
rot but inwardly express the hope that if, like the old Baby-
lonian king, Nebuchadnczzar, I should cver be turned out to
geass, that my lot might be east in such clover patches ag abound
m the saburbs of Mendoza. Advancing into the city it became
more populong, better built, and better paved, and about 2 ..
we dismounted in the courtyard of Don Fredorico’s father-in-law,
whore we wero reeeived with courtesy, and o room assigned for
our joint accommodation during our sojourn.




CHAPIER XL
MENDOZA.

March 7.—Rose early, when, after taking my “ matle,” T was
informed by Don Frederico and his father-in-law, that I must
visit the police-office to have my passpoct wviseed, and thab as a
preliminary step T must mount the red ribbon, the devisa of the
dominant party, on my hat, and in the button-hole of my coat,
To this I stoutly objected, but flading that my host was becoming
alarmed for bis own safety in the event of my rcfusal, and that
without these badges T vould nob obtain access to the government
liouse, T submitied, and marched off with Fredervico, ag patriotie
» federalist to all appearance as might be scen in the strects of
Mendoza. The entranco te the police office, which with other
government offices opened upon an area, was guarded by armed
men. Soldiers, I cannot eall them, as they had neither uniform,
drill, or discipline, and were altogether, the most brigandish look-
ing wretehes I have cver met in Somth Awmerica or elsewherve.
The troops of her Mujesty Ranmavolauno, the reigning queen of
Madagasear at the period of my visit in 1844, were well-
disoiplined troops and mild-mannered gentlemen in comparison.
After displaying my passport to the chief of the police, himself =
rude and brutal personage, I enquired if he were satisfied, and
recciving an affirmative reply, poioted to my devisa, and asked
him whether I had been rightly informed and would be obliged
to wear it. e answered in the affirmative, when 1 informed
him that | looked upon these hadges as evidences of partizanship

-
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that this was the deviee of the fuderal party, and that blue was
worn by tho Uwmterians as also by the Montevideans, with
which republic the Argentine Coufederation was at war. . At the
same time the United Statcs held amieablo: relations with the
republic of Monte Video, and would not consider one of their
officers justified iu adopting any party or national device. To
this plain cxposition of facts I added the opinions of divers learned
commentators on public law; but his answer to all my arguments,
that foreigners, and Amecrieans among others, wore ib at Buenos
Ayres, and that it was a regulution with which T nmust comply,
convinced me that he had no move respect for authorities than
for my individual rights. I had before determined on my
coursc of copduot, and quictly removing the badges from iy
cont and hat threw them on the floor of lis office, and requeated
that he would make out my passport for Chili, from whence I
would represent through our Charges des Affaires at Buenos
Ayres to Ctencral Rogas, that an Amoriean, in violation of treaty
stipulations and the comity of nations, had been prevented from
traversing the Argentine territories.  Ilic toue instantly changed,
and he informed me that the wearing of the badge would not be
exasted, but advised me to do it for my own personal safety, ag
seeing me without it, I might be assaulted by the lower classes. .
This peril, which I did uot eonsider a great one, as the common
people are by no means so enthusiastic as the government officials
wish strangers to bslieve, I dotormined to risk, and was the
only person in Mendozn, young or old, male or female, who was
permitied to appear in the strects without the red ribbon, or
with an entire beard ¢ Barba Cerrada,” whick is supposed fo
- resornble the letter U the initial leiter of the obnexiaas Unli-
© larians. ’
Upeon the aceasion of an interview with Mr.
political agent of Rosas, who shaves the influence of his chipf
ovor the authorities of this remete provimoe, he assured me that
he would speak to the governor, and that T might safely dispense:
with the devise, and that my beard shonld Lkewise be respeoted,

, 2 resident
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.after whick assurance I whisked the latter about the streets of
Mendoza as flercely as did the veteran Kildermeister his three
feet quoue tied with an eel skin, wlick has been so happily
resoued from oblivion, and immortalized in connection with Peber
the Ilcadstrong, and General Van Poflenburgh, by the graphbic
and faithful pen of Diedrich Kuickerbocker.
. Notwithstanding the vistory Thad achioved, I found that there
was o limit to my prerogatives, which I did not however consider
of sufficient importance to warrant a further negotiatian, as my
stay in this ity would be limited to a week. Without a devisa, I
could not enter a government office, which 1 folt as an inconve-
nicnce, owing to the fack that the post office at which I expected
letters from Chili was situated in the hollow square bf the publie
buildings.

But at the door stood two cut-throat-looking sentinels, with
thelr dirty red caps, ponchos, and spurs, supported on their mus-
kets, which they were too lazy to shoulder, and watehing care-
fully that no improper person should pass within; that is, that
no person without a dewisa, myself namely, as 1 was the only
person in the ecity thus distinguished. While awaiting in the
street one day the return of a friend whom I had requested to .
inquire for letters within, I had an opportunity of observing how
rigid were the regulations respeeting the wearing of this magieal
cmblem of patriotism or partizanship, the brightness of which is
considered an evidence of mood faith and fidelity to the existing
state of things. A peom or lahourer, with a ponche, aliempted
to pass the guard, and although the red ribbon was plainly distin-
puishable on lis hat, the presented bayonet of the sentinel pre-
vented his passing, until by raising his poncho he showed that it
was worn io accordance to law, or regulation for such cases made
and provided, in the button hole of his jacket. In this particular
instance the unforiunate peon had it on the right, and conse-
quently according lo usage on the wrong side, and was obliged to
transfer it before the savage lookimg gnache allowed Lim to
pass.
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 Vive la Republique, or in the language of the counkry, suceess
to the Argentine Confederation and death to its cnemies. T was
now fairly quartered in Mendoza, though by ne means agreeably,
ag in their domestic habits the people at home are far from our
standard of clennlinesy cither la their dress or the service of the
table. At the house of my host it was by no meansuncominon to
sit down with several men in mnot very tidy shirt sleeves, while
the dining-room was filled with very dirty children belonging to
the family, who rolled about the carthen floor with the mangey
dogs, nnd half-naked children of the negro servants.

Near the diving-room wag a bed-chamber, the door of which
was invariably open, and though I consider myself an old
traveller and not over nice, 1 conld never eab with any * gugto”
until my buck was turned upon the uninviting umwade bed and
its appurtenances. Neither was the food of such .a quality or
served in such a manner ag to provoke the appetite, it being
coarse and badly cooked, aud served wp it a ianss which fre-
quently left a pleasing doubt s to jis original clements,

It i3 pleasing, however, to rceord the faet that there appears
to be a progressive improvement, as the younger portion of the
population are much more nice in their dress and habits than that
which is passing away. At meals—cheap Spanish wine, or that
of the country is genecrally used, although Cufia, or Brazil-
ian rum appears to be the favourite beverage among the old
men. The ceremonial of drinking healths, which is so burden-
some in Brazil, appoars to have never found its way fo this eity,
or to have been abandoned. Although we fiad no tomperance
societies, or fow who practice fotal abstinence, examples of ox-
cessive drinking ave very rare. .

Owing I presume to the rarity of the atmosphere, due to the cle-
vation above the sea level in this city as well as in Santiago, the
effects of cxcessive or even what would in our country be termer
moderate drinking, is s huctful to the narvoms system as to
break down cven the sirongest coustitution iu a few years.
Whether thiseffect, of the existenes of which there cannot be the
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slightest doubt, is entively attributable to the causes just alluded
10, 1 ajn unable fo decide, and have heon informed that in some
parts of Bolivia at a much greater elevation than ecither Santiago
or Mecudoza, spirits are used in great quantities with impuoity.
The customn which was at one time comnon in our own consbry
of driuking raw spirits before breakfagt, yeb exists in Mendoza, and
in fact in almost all parts of Scuth America. Our merning
dram was generally terned an antifogmatic, an appropriate term
in our moist climate. Ln the fable lands of Braxil and Mendozn
where fogs are rave, it is termed “* Matta Bicha,” inscet killer.
The principle involved is preciscly the same, and the naines
given in each case may obsewre but do not conceal the true motive
in resorting to stimulants. Neither do the housc-keepers of
Mendoza devete greater atéention to the cleanliness of their bed-
rooms and their dintog-roows, as that ocenpied by Astorga and
myself was never once swept during our oceupancy of a week,
nor did" our bed reccive tho slightest nttention from any member
of the household during that period.  Mis peon Jacinto not only
made our beds when it became ahsclutely necessary, but brought
water to wagh, cleaned our boots, and 1 short performed all the
dulies which in other eoundries perfain to the hougehold savvants,
The principle which seems to govern the houscholders of thig
counntry, as well as the great majority in the interior of Drazil, i
to. cleanse the bed-rgom wupon the arrival of a guest, and per-
-chance again at hig departure, so wor to those who remain long
in the same house without a peon of their own, who among the
multifarious accomplishments requived of a traveller’s servaunt
should also understand the avt of washing bed-linen.
Notwithstanding, however, the inconveriences of this gystem fo
the traveller, it has obvious advantages to the houscholders of a
country where the paucity of hotels make private hospitality a
matter of necessity, as it will inevitably prevent a longer stay than
is absolutely mecessary. 1t frequently occurred to we during my
journeys in South Ameriea and my sojourn in some scaports of
Mexico, that while the wealthicr classes import French modistes,
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music aud dancing masters, they would do well to obtain a few
housewives from Holland, or some partion of the world inhabited
by the Anglo-Saxen race, who might indoctrinate them into the
mysteries of domestic cconomy and eleanliness,* |

‘The attendance at the table and the Tringing of 3 aup. of
matté to the bedside in the morning by a ferale servant, is
all tho service rendoered by the domestics to a traveiler or a
stranger.

Hopmg to hetter myself by a change, I stole aunt one day to
take a logk at the only posada in the place, and upon cntering
called for some refreshment, which was brought me by a dicty-
looking peon, whose foul poucho covered, but did not conceal still
fouler linen, and whose enormous rattling spurs upon his baro
feet, an evidence of gentility among the rude people of the
Pampas, as in former times among the refined knights of Rurope,,
might have induced the opinion that instead of being a sorvant,
he wag but a temporary sojourner in the house. It is no exag-
gorabion that the gunche considers Limself at home only while on
borseback, and his how legs is an cvidence that le is spoiled for
a graceful pedestrian.

A single glance at the fonda, convineed me that 1 should not
better my condition by exchanging my quartors, which I intended
to do in the event that I should End greater attention to cleanli-
ness.  Though I can live on little of the coarsest food, T have a
prodilection of jts having al least the appearance of cleanliness,
in which I had found all South Awmericans whom I havo visited,
except the Chiliuns, remarkably deficient, '

Being essentially an inland town, Mendoza presents fow attrac-
tions to the passing traveller. There axe no publio buildings dis-

* As ity as & mantel, {table-cloth)} being a popular comparison, will give
a fair idea of the domeslic economy of this city.

t lest any one shonld infer that T have violated the sacred rites of hospi-
tality in setting forth the peculiarities of the internal economyin the hause
of my entertainers in this eity, I will only remark that 1 paid most liberally
for my right to criticise. I had bnsiness transactions ef which my enter-
tainnmient formed a part, and T was falen in,
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tingnished either for size or architecture ; their churches being
inferior to those of any of the Chilian towns already deseribed.
The city contains about twelve thousand inhabitants,* and, as i
almost invariably tho case in South American cities of Spanish
origin, is regularly laid out in squares.

The houses, which are seldom more than one story high, are
for the most part built of adebe, or Jarge unburnt brick, the better
class being white-washed and tiled, while the others remain the
naturally sombre color of the clay, and ace covered with grass, or
a slopiog bed of clay, which, in the dry climate of the table lands,
affords o sufficicnt protection. In a few isolated instances the
roofs are flat and terraced, as in Vera Cruz and IHavana., Iven
the largest houses present a small front on the sbreet, where they
have a “porto calle,” or large door, through which horses, and
occasionally carringes, may bo driven. Those of this class gene-
rally enclose a noatly tiled square, commuuicating with & garden
where the horses ave frequenlly pastured.

In the centre of the principal squnre stands a dusty sim-burnt
crection of stone, once a fountain, and said to have beea con-
structed during the revolution, and when the province was governcd
by the famous San Martin, The water which supplied it was
brought from the direction of the Andes, distant at this point
about fifteen miles. The aquednct having been injured, or ren-
dered temporarily unserviceable, there ia no Ionger sufficient en-
terprise or sceurity to warrant its repair, The inhabitants are
now supplied from the mountain torrent, which, uader the appe{ln
lation of the River Mendoza, passes through the city, and from
wells which ave gemorclly brackish. Allusion has been already
made to the rarity of the goitre in Chili, near the western slope
of the Andes, when compared with the city and its vicinity, where
every person seems mors or less affected. Were the ancicnt
European theory, which wags founded on its prevalence in Switzer-

¥ Bixty thousand has bean erroneously stated by some travellers, which
is about the entire population of the whole province, aceording to the Gov.
ernment retuins, '
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land, reecived as conclusive, it ought to be met most frequently
in Chili, where the cold snow waier is in general use; which is
not the case in the Argentine Provinees. A tradition in Chili,
already alluded to, makes its appearance eotemporary with the
totroduction of the Italian poplar from Mendoza, since which
time it is said to have gradually increased. If this be true, it
would not appear improbablo that it may be contagious, and may
have been propagated in Chili after the revolution had made the
intercourss between the two slopes of the Andes more cotamon, In
all parts of the world where this disgusting diseasc cxists it is
popularly attributed to the peculiar composition of the water ;
yot, a theory founded upon its saline qualities in Men doza would
erumble like the snow water theory of Switzerland, before tho
mwmerous examples of its prevalence which we have obscrved in
the table lands of Brasil, where the waters of a granitic region
appear remarkably pure. In Brazil, ag in certain regions in -
1lindostan, whera it prevails extensively, snow is unknawn.

The boast and arnament of Mendoza is its alemeda, or prome-
nade, shaded by several rows of ancient poplars, and cooled by a
murmuring brook which runs along its margin,  In times past it
was perliaps cqual, if net superior, to the beantiful Caflade of
Santiago, but now its trees are untrimmed, its walks unswept and
deserted, apd it remalus only as a monument of the taste and
enterprise of a former generation,

Why it should be thus negleeted whenr a hittle labour would
malte it a magnificent promenade, I do not know, but presume it
is attributable to the progressive indolenco produced by an ener-
vating climate, the ocssation of the fietitious prosperity which
built up this city at a point which possesses few natural advan-
tages, and to the fact that the more wealthy possess chacras, or
country houses, to which they resort during the excessive heat of
the summer.  During the colonial times frequent importations
from Luarope, of a more hardy and enterprising race, could with
ease build those monuments which their indolent Creole deseend-
ants have not the energy to keep in repair, a fact which bas been
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painfully illustrated in every portion of South America except
Chili. The desoription of the lifs of tho Creoles of Meudoza,
by Siv Trancis IMead, is a goem in its way, aud so graphic and
-eharacteristic of the inhabitants of all these ¢itica of the plaius
that I will quote it entire, as, having been written full thirty
years ago, it has been averwhelmed and slmost forgotten in the
mountain of ephemeral liferature which the age of progress has
heaped upon it. '

“ Provisions ave cheap, and the persens who bring them quiet
and ¢ivil j the climale ig exhausting, and the whele population in-
dolent. Mais gue vowlez vous 2 Low can the people of Mendo-
-z Be otherwise.  Their situation dooma them to inactivity. They
are bounded by the Andes and by the DPampay, and, with sueh
formidable and rclentléss barriers arouud them, what have they

“to do with the history or improvements, or the motions of the
" reat of the world?  Their wanty are few, and nature readily sup-
plies them. The day is long, and, therefore, as soon as they
have had their breakfaste, and have made a {ow drrangements for
their supper, it is #o very hot that they go to sleep; and what
could they do better 27

As irrigation can be easily effecied in the immediate neighbour-

hood of Mendoza, the country is made eomprratively productive.
Wheat is raised i quantitics sufficiont for domestic donsamption,
and a surplas might easily be added for exportation, did not the
distance from a market make the trangportation too cxpensive.
Bounded by the Andes and Pampag, an cxtraordinary demand
alone could make so bulky an article pay for its cultivation and
transportation, and its principal wealth consists of its mines,
which are by no means successfully wrought, its eattle, and the
fruits of the orchard. Amoug the latier, grapes and peaclies are
the most prominent, and when dried are transported to Duenos
Aygres.  Of the formor a sort of brandy is manufactured, which
is cxtensively used in the provivees, but is not exported. As
an evidence of the impracticability of advantageous exportation
of any save the most valuabic products of the earth, it may ho
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well to mention the mode of transportation to the neavest seapotis,
aud the gemcral price exzacted an freight. To Valparaiso the
distance is about three hundved miles, and mules only can be
employed ; the price for transportation of freizht being from throe
to five reals—from thirty-soven and a-half to sixty-two and a-half
cents—per arroba of twenty-five pounds,according to the season ;
the journey, late in the autumu, or carly in the apring, being
both painful and dangerous. '

Merohandize to and from Buenos Ayres is transported 1n narts
earrying about one hundred and fifly arrobas, and drawn by twelve
axen, and the freight is generally one hundred and £ifty dollars
for cach cart toward the seaboard, and sixty dollars yeturning.
The danger of being intercopted by the Pampa Horse Indizns,
who ravage the provinces of San Luis, a portion of Cordova, and
Santa I'6, almost at pleasure, doubtless contribute to keep up the
price of transportation. Tn view of the remoteness of a market
and the difficulty of transit, the attention uf the more intelligent
Mendozinos has been ealled to the introduction of some ¢ommo-
dity of suflicient value to pay for its transportation, and tlius re-
instate the prosperity of the provinee, which has retrogaded sinoe
the decline in the more valuable metallic productions. An ex-
Governor,whosc’acquaintance I made in Mendoza, his endeavoured,
and with some success, to introduce the culture of the mulberry
tree, and the manufacture of silk, among his eountiymen. As
the soil and elimatc appear favourable, it will probably be attended
with suecess. The exports of the silk in cocdons amounted; at
the timc of my visit, to about seventy arrebas (1750 lbs.) per
annum, and, as the mulberrics are rapidly increasing, this culture
promises finally to mect the views of the intelligent gentleman
who proposed its cultivation, as the only available artiole which
could pay for transportation to the seaboard.

The public revepues of this province, which are derivéed from
duties upon importations, land tax, and lithes, amouuts to about
fifty or sixty thousand dollars a year, according to the statement
of a high official personage in Mendom,  1from the same source
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I learned that the import dubies were seven per cent. and that
the current expanditures were from sixty to sovenky thousand
dollars per annum. The population of the provinee numbers
from fifty-five to sixty thousand souls, the national gnard or mili.
tia to seven thousand, and -the regular army of the province to
eight bundred men. The inhabitauts of the city may be divided
into four classes: officials, merchents, idlers, mechanics, and
peons o labourers. Those of the country into farmers or land-
owners, and guackos or herdsmen,  The third class in the enume-
ration of the denizens of eities is one which, fortunately, has not
become, as yet, very mumerous in our country, whose inhabitants
possess an industry inbercnt fo theiv race, and fostered by our
temperate climate., It is composed of young men eonnected with
respectable, and sometimes wealthy families, who possess a limited
amount of showy education, ride well, dance well, dress unsxeep-
tionably, in the street or abroad, and supply the young ladies o f
Mendoza with thab necessary eomponent of society, known in all
parts of the civilized world as beaux. As o thelr wltimate des-
tiny I know about as little as did Mr. Samuel Weller of that of
post boys and donkeys, to the latter of whicli animals, in an alle-
gorieal sense, they assimulate, but preseme that those who ace
not provided for by an advantageous marriage, eventunally merge
into the class of inferior office holders.

My weel’s stay in Mendoza passed without many ineidents
worthy -of note, and the description of one day's cccupation
would gerve for that of my whole stay. In the morning, at about
eight o’clock, 2 female servant brought Yerba or Paraguay teaina
small silver mounted gourd, and which I was expected to imbibe
through a silver tube, at a temperaturc a little, but not much
below two hundred and twelve Iahrenleit; the same gourd and
the same tube, the former having been replenished, were then
handed to Astorga, my room-mate, when it again returned to me,
and so on, “mutatis mutendis,” untll we had both proncunced
ourselves satisfied.  After maite wo were then allowed to rise or
renew our sleep ab owr own discretion, ag by no ehance could we
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| expect our breakfast before 10 4. n. When it appeared it con-

isted generally of roast muttom, wine and bread, with the prelil- -
ninary glass of cafie,  Para matar los animalenli,” and termi-
wted with a cup of tea. We were then free to go where we
pleased until two, when our digner of nearly the same material,
was served, with this difference, that a enp of black coffes was
mbstituted for ten, which was served at Brealkfast.

The interval between breakfast and dinner I goverally employ
ed ot the house of an Tnglishman, who, by some means, had
found his way into this city, where, with the customary good for-
tune of his race, he lhad formed a matrimontal alliance with n
wealthy and respectable lady, and was the possessor of a small
siore or shop, and sundry ox earts, with which he eondicted an
alvantageous traflie with Bunnos Ayres in the transportation, sale,
and exchange of dvied fruits. Another house where [ p'tsqed
several agreeable mornings was that of 2 Scotch physician, who,
after wandering throngh various parts of South America, had es-
tablished at Mendoza, where he practiced his profession,and gavs .
his attention to a grazing estate, which he had in the vicinity.
lle was an intelligent aud highly educated man, had acguired
property, and, having forined no tics by marriage in the provinoe,
it was and is a matter of surprise that he can consent to dole out |
2 miserable existence in a place where he ean ﬁnd 80 very few
congenial spirits.  His kind and hospitable reception of me was 1
an cvidence of his gratification at meeting one who, though not a ,
conniryman, could converse in -his own language, and could dis-
euss with him subjects which must, but for the arrival of a chanoe
traveller, remain for ever buried in his own thoughts, as an unex~
¢hangable sommodity to that region. Another friend, a native,
to whom 1 had letters of introduction from Santiago, also dssisted
ma to while away the wornings, which, but fov the kindness of the
three persons here mentioned, must have hung heavily upon my
hands.

After dinver the strects ave deserted, shops and deors geuerally
closed, and willing or nnwilling, the traveller, who may not bs

in .
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supplied with books, must occupy the intensely hot hours of the
afternoon in o stesta, during which the city appears like Stock-
holm, or St. Petersburg, on an arctio summer’s night, bating thoe
difference of tcmp&rat_'ure-. After the sieste, and when the
deelining sun and the afternoon brecze have made the tempera-
ture somewhat more hearable, I frequently rode in the suburbs,
which are highly cultivated, and beiug shaded by trees, coverod
with vegetation, and abounding wilh vineyards, wlhose vines Lont
bencath their luscious loads, was really a deligheful paseo. In
theso rides T somctimes called at a country house, where the richer
denizens of the eity had retived for the summer, aud eujoyed the
liberal hospitaliby of the owners, drinking a glass of cafe with the
father, smoking n cigarito with the ancient matrons, whom [
astonished by the *“length of my leard, and the extent of my
¢ravels,” and listening to the wild, though pleasing and plaintive
pongs of the sefloritas, who, accompanying themselves on the guitar,
sung without bei_ng' pressed, and without the array of maudlin
exvuses, 30 eommon i some other counbries boasting a higher
degree of social refinemcns, and rightly considering that they
were conferring upon me 2 favour for which [ ought nat to le
expected to importune them. Retuening from wy vide, 1 visited
some familios with whom I had become acquainted, and was
almost invariably entertained with musie, tea, and cigars, No
excuse, apology, or invitation is comsidered naecessary, should
the guest dfurilng his visit wish to smoke, He simply takes out
his cigarito, and cither striking a light with the fiint aud steel,
with which every onc is provided, or receiving oue at the hands
of onc of the family, puffs away as if it wero a maiter of course,
The older ladies will frequently join him, or, perhaps, take the
initiative ; but the younger ones seldom smoke, at leat in com-
pany with strangers, being aware that it is not considercd
“comme i fart,” in all parts of the world. Ameng the more
refined in the ecity, it is necossary to ask for 2 national song to
have it sung, as Italian operas have banished them almoest entirely
fronil the drawing-roums, and | liuve hecn swrprised to hear eeri-
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finas aud wrzies from even the most reeont operas, in this remote
city, whore so few other elements of 1uropean refinement have
found their way. Treneh and Tialian dances aud sougs ate
8 fanilior as household gods, wheve the substantial improsements
of the Anglo-Suxeu race ave considered almost tn the light of
pleasing pietwres. While in the country, the same ladlns who
would aceompany the musie of Belling, Rossind, or Donizetti, on
the piano, will take wp o guitar, and sing theie Spanish songs
nithout o special request, thus shewing an approprinteness fo
tim» and place, whicl does not always distineuish usical ama-
teurs.  The Spanish veise T eannot consider musical, ag there is
dmostinvariably somoething harsh in their tones, whether duc to the
character of the indigenous music, or somo pecaliar consbruction of
the larynx, I am oot able to pronounce, though on account nf.:‘ts_
universality, I am inclined to the Jatter opiuion. Among the
ldies with whom 1 beeame acquainted in Mendoza, were some
fur specimens ol the mezzo-seprano veics, and ene, particnlarly,
sung the beawtilal Borenrole from Marine Ifalicro, with n taste
and exccution I have seldom heard surpassed. My evenings wero
menerally passed at the house of the Tix-Giovernor, Don Tomas
Godoy Cruz, to whom 1 have alluded as distinguished for his
attempts to introiduee the enlture of silk, and who gives tw'haiims
every evening, to wlich his acquaintances, wale or female, comae
or not 2t tlmu diseretion, invitutions once given being consldere(i
35 extending * ad infindtwm,” an arvangewcnt which possesses jtd -
peenliar advantages for the fow strangers, who may find themselves
in Mendoza.  On Sunday evening the ronms ave generally full,
rhilo any evening there is eoongl to get up a quadville or polka
in the drawing-roow, while Don Tomas entertnins his male guests
in his sanciunw adjpining, with cefa, cigaritas, and cake. .
s wife and daugliter, the Iaftcl an interesting, prctty, and __
mtelligent little girl, plaged and sung well, and mnsic formed a
prominent part of the cvening’s entertainments.  The two planos
thich adorned the two parlons; wers haudsome and expensive
istraments, and alike an evidonce of the taste and wealth of the
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owner of the mansion. The clder male members of the commu-
nity, or those, who, like myscif, were not skilled in the terpsicho-
rean art, generally congregated in the sanetum, where through
the open doors we could witness the dancing, and hear the muste,
while we discussed our cigars, cafia, and the state of tho world
at Twrge, and the ultiviake destiny of California, which was then
the prevailing topic of conversation, in particular. Being the
first person who had ever arrived in Mendoza from IH Dorade, |
was the oracle of the day, and T eonfess my paiicnce was so severely
tried, that I would have been willing to have consigned that rich
- mineral region, with all its gold, to the dignified insignificanco
which it enjoyed when iu the cowrse of my serviee I first vistted
its shores. When in Santiago, I first saw in a Valparaiso Joue-
nal, o translation of the decree from Geoneral Persifor Smith,
probibiting forcigners fram oceupying the public Jands in Cali-
fornia, and knowing from the dissabisfaction there expressed, that
it would be highly displeasing to the people of Mendoza, many
of whow were preparing to start in scarch of & speedy fortmne,
I was careful to make no allusion to it, and hoped most ardently
that I might be allowed to depatt before the news could be trans-
mitted to Mendoza. TIn this, however, I was disappointed, as a
Jowrnal containing the decrec-arrived about three days before my
departure. The torrent of complaints and questions now showered
upon me, at the evening tertudia of Don Tomas, were overpower-
ing, and I wus compelled to seek the society of the ladies for
protection. Indeed, I serisusly thought of altempting to dance,
in order to save myself from the persecutions of my inveterate
tormentors. The alleged want of liberality of the Government
of the United States was boldly aitacked, and this decrec was
pronounced more tyrannical than any of the edicts of the sublime
Porte, or the Czar of all the Russins. Finding escape impossi-
ble, and becoming somewhat roused by the unmerited abuse of our
liberal institutions, I turned upon my assailants, and if T did not
substantiate my position, and that of my government, by argu-
ments, [ silenced them by carrying the war iuto Afriea, and
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showed them how little right they had to speak of tyranny, when
they themselves, nemivally a republic, did not dare te venture
o the streets withoub the badge of servitude to the dictator
Rosas, who, under the title of Governor only of the Province of
Buenos Ayves, encharged with the foreipn rclations of the
Republic, ruled with a vod of iron the remotest point of the Con-
federation ; that while they allowed their citizens and even their
officials to be shot and dsported at the discretion of the Dictator,
whose esplonage even at this vemote point, and beyond his nom-
inal and legal jurisdietion, struck tervor inte every heart, and
silenced every tongue. These retaliatory arguments, which were
addvessed principally to a shopkeeper, the poet and savan of the
eity, who made himself peeuliarly officions, were effective, and he
was silenced, ns with the hadge of servitude on his breast and hat,
he did mob dare demy the truth of my assertions, especially, as
his denial might perchance have bicen construed into treasonable
lnguage by any onc present, whose interest it might have been
to denovncee bim.  This is ot the only iustance, nor is Mendoza

the ouly city, where men groaning uvnder tyranny at home which

§ they fear to denounce, revenge themselves on it as an abstraction

$ by cxclaiming against it as 1t exists in some remotc point, thus in-

| curring no danger or responsibility,

I understood perfectly welli the school in which the Mendo-

Ainos had forried their opinivns relative to mines and metals, and

Joould appreciate perfectly theiv views and prejudices, so after

§iilencing the declamation of the oracle, whose bad taste suggested

Rtituperativo abuse of my country in my presence, I condescended

o explain to othors who were more reasonable, that the Spanish

uining luws upon which their opinions were based were neither

miversal ov in accordance with reason. That the wealth of all
tuniries, which bad flowisked permanently, was founded on

yricultural and manufacturing indastry, and net upon mineral

realth.  That to give the landowner the security necessavy for
Em development of its resources, 2 man who came groping about

pon it fn scarch of mines, instead of being cncouraged by the
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government, would probably be indited for o trespass, and that i

stiould he haply discovér and “ denounee” a mins upon the Jand
pertaining to another persen, so fur from logally possessine it. and
having the privilege of using any materials pertaining to the owner
of the land at a low price established by Jaw, as wonld be the ca
under the Hpanish mining regulations, he would cnjoy no henelit
whatever from bhiz disecovery unless it were conceded to him by
the ltberality of the land owner. I cxplained, further, that our
Taws were eatoblished for the hencfit of the agrieulturist and not
the speculating miner; and while we were so illiberal as to pre-

venb adventurers from extraeting metals from obhier persons’ lnnd, ¥
that we slso cxtended our illiborality so far as 1o prevent any
free and independent ecitizen from undermising lis neighbour's §

house, or digging 2 hole in lis garden, simply beoause he lad
3 ggmg g ' Py

declared his belicf that there existed mineral wealth below, |

which he might do wadoer the Spanish faw. After explaining lo §
my astonished audience that the ownorship of thic surface of the i

earth was supposed to extend to an infinitesimal point at iis §
centre, I took occasion to revenge myself wpon wy assailanty 3
who had certainly littlo to cxpeet from me on the scote of inter- §
national courtesy, after an twprovoked aud somewhat discour- §
teous attack, by drawing a vivid pictwre of the diflference bebween §

the prosperity of Novth and South Ameriea, taking cate
merge all other considerntions, and attribute it solely to the &if-
ference helween our common laws for security of property awl

the mining laws of Spaln and her colonies. Whether convinced §
ov ot they were silenceld 5 and, T doubt not, should the melan- |
choly-looking poct and savan whose unsparing deritneiations first
arodsed me, ever gralify the world by a publication on pelitical
cconomy, that I shall receive the compliment of having sons
of niy ideas upon Janded tenure and mines dressed up into sona-
rous and dignified Spanish. T learned one losson, hawever, from

the oceurience, and took nicasures to prevent its being generally
known afterwards that 1 had visited California, which not only
saved me a world of trouble, but way have saved we from heing |
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vobbed of miy smeall stock of money under the erroucaus impres-
gion that I was a millionuire. o
Among others whomn I et at the tertwlios of Don 'Iomas
was Mr. Iregoyen, formerly Sceretary of Legation to Ch'ih, and
for some years doomed to a sort of honourable exile as diplo-
matic ageut of llasas, to watch the proccedings of this remoto
frontier province. Iaving been educated in Bucnos Ayres, and
had much intercourse with the world, he possessed the iutelli-
gence and refinement which ohamctel lmos the wv]l-qe!ectpd
forcign agents of Rosas? astute govornment. To this gentlowan’s
pnhfmmss I owe wuck of the information which T obtatned rela-
tive to this province, and much of the pleasure which 1 enloyccl
during my visit. His charming lady, a pmitana or native of the
provinee of San Luis, would be 2n arament to any doeisty,
According to a preconcerted arrangement, I wag to await the
arrival of Sefior M ,~whose acquaintance I had made in
Chili, and with him to cross the plains on horseback to Buenos
Ay\cs. After awaiting him with anxicly for some days, I learned
on the evening of the 12th, through a mutual fiicad, that he had
arrived the night chorc, whon I immediately ealled apon him at
the fonda, and reocived some lotters which had been ecommitted
to his charge in Chili. Mo wade no apology for nob notifying
me of his arrival, and conld not speeify the time of his departuve,
and in truth was somewhat dictatosinl and arrogant in bis bonr-
img.  Our interview wag short, and to me unsatisfactory, as his
conduct was by no means distinguished by thoe same courtesy
which T bad rceeived from him in OMll. 1 was in shert treated
in the patronizing manner whicl seemed o mdlcate that during
our future association to hear would ba to obey, as he weuld eri
charge Dimself with the fhmkmg which might be necessary for
the consunnnation of our views. The same evening I meb him
sh the- house of Ton Tomas, where he set himself wp for an
orncle upon all subjects, was partieularly patriotic, and ulluded
frcquently to his intitnacy witl Rosag and his interesting daugh--
Fier. ls accent and mode of speaking Spanish had before sur-
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prised mo, as though a wman of liberal education, so far as I
was cnabled to judge during our brief acquaintanee, he spoke
Spanish with the peculiar intonation, and adopted the dialeet
which is found in no part of the world where the Spanish lan-
guage is spoken, excopt in the city of Bucnos Ayres, and nat
even there among the most refined. The assurance and preten-
sions of the man, as well as the deference paid to him, almost
alarmed nie, and I determined to fathom the mystery before com-
mitting mysclf to his tender mereies, and accordingly called carly
next morning wpon a friend, who bricfly sketehed his history.
By birth he was supposed to be a Peruvian, and was formerly
master of a small trading vessel, and having some claim for
damages on account of the seizure or employment of his little
craft by the Chilian authoritics, which was so doubtful in charac-
ter, that it requived a strong government to hack it, he swldnly
beeame an Argentine, and not only an Argentine, but o Portcie,
as the iohabitants of the city of Buenos Ayres proper are
termed. Hence his pronunciation, which was move conspicu-
ous than it wounld have been in a native, aud by which le in-
tended to support the useful fiction of bis being entitled to the
powerful protection of the Argentine government in the enforce-
ment of his claim against Chili. His importance in Mendoza
was attributable to his supposed influence with Rosas, and to the
suspicion which I belicve to have been well foundad, of his
being a scerct agent of the dietator. Having informed myself
upon this man’s history, 1 called again wpon him to learn hia
determination about starting, when he composedly infornied me
of his intenlion to postpone eur departure for a fow dags, kindly
 promising, however, to give me timely potive. He also con-
descended to inform me that Le had changed bis determination,
and that we would cross the plaius in a carriags with post horses,
and fivally, without asking me to bo seated, assured we, that
though busy ab the time, ha would be glad to see e at dinner at ]
four, after which I was dismissed by a bow, too utterly surprised
by bis modest assurance to artionlate a word, '
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Avriving at the house of a friend, I asked for pen and paper,
and politely informed Don Francisco, that the mode of travel
which we bad selected was different, and that instead of enjoying
the pleasure af his socicty during bis transit across the plains in
a carriage, 1 would depart emly on the following morning with
post horses, in company with the government courier, Since
that time, I bave never met him, and upon my arrival in Buenos
Ayres, after yepeated enquivies, I found him only reeognized by
the Jandlady of a hotel, sbe baving, perhaps, remembered him
for reasons sufficicatly welI kaown to herself. Upon enquiry of
the family of Rosas, his name was nob recognized, and I believe
{varrowly cscaped a ride of nearly cleven hundred miles in disa-
greeable society, and with the probability of having to pay
raundly, as in my journey from Santiago to Mendoza, for the
honour and proteetion which the light of his countenaneo might
afford me. Having been shaved so recently and effcetually by
my protector and friend, Don Wrederico, [ was tanght by expe-
rience, aud had beceme somewhat shy, and the next time the
reader will find me in the light of a dupe, it will bo as a protector
and patron aud not as the profegéd. Fhe man Don IM ; Wag
certainly one of the most gentlemanly, well informed, and impru-
dent pretenders I have met out of my own country, and herc only

§ iave met his cqual among government contractors, who have
§ influcnce with the departments at Washington, or those whose
g ciploywent is the honourable and luerative office of log 10111110-
} the contracts throngh Congress, which they afterward dispase of
g o thie highest bidder.

To carry out my suddenly formed “deloruination of getting
§ out with the couwrier, I had now te hasten my preparations.
d My first movement was to see the courier, and which was
| cfected through Mr. Gonzalez, who kpew him well, and
4 vho urged him to show me the utmost kinducse and atten-
glon, and holding him poreonally vesponsible for my safety
and comfort. It was stipulated that I should join him at the

R housc of Mr. Gonzalez at sunrise the following day, aud that T
0%
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should pay him forty-five dollars, for which sma he was fo trans.
port me by post to Buenos Ayres, paging the charge for horses
and food, I cousidered the price very reasonable, as he himeelf
wauld be obliged to pay to the post masters about twenly dollars,
which would leave him twenty-five Tor his troubly and for the
payment of wy food, which T presume cost, him about five doilars.

This introduction and compact having been satisfactorily ar-
ranged, I set about my oiher preparations, and provided wysell
with new reins to my bridle, such as were in wse mthe eountry,
a pair of holster pistols, and o pair of chefres or bullock liorns,
which suspended over wy saddle under tho worsted mat, were
useful for carrying cither water or some spirit to be used as a
correetive {or the same during wy jowmney.  Ilaving all my
proparations eomploted, aud having promised to take a parling
dinner with my Driend the Sentch doctor, at eight o’clock, [
relurned home, and snnouneced 1y bastily formed determination
to my cutertainers, and proceeded to take leave of the acquaini-
ances wham £ had made during wy stay. My friend Don Yre-
“derico made not the slightest allusion to the retwrn of my money,
which, with as good a grace as possible, I now gave up for Jost,
My very indifforent nntes too, which he had the goodness to sell
me in Chili ab a very exorbitant prico, had disappeared upen wy
arrival, and to them -he wmade wot the wosh distant allugion, |
understood bis game porfeotly, and saw that he intended that
they should revert hy defaaft to him upon my departure. To
this, I determined, that he should not suceced, as I felé already
sufficicotly indignant ub bis comduct, bul awaited patiently (o see
whether hie would, trusting to wiy iencanes or diffidence, vetain
his position of *“magterly inaclivity.”  As the public offices
were closed at the time, T had concluded to depart in the
morning. T was obliged o eall wpon my kind friend A,
Tregoyen, who obligingly obtabied for e o special passport from

his Jixeellenoy the Governar. Al baving Leen sabisfactorily ar- |

ranged, and wy bagrage transferved to the house from which it

was iny inféption to sturt before dipncr, which had heen Kindiv

I



MINDOZA, 215

postported by my friend the dertor to suit my convenience, I
went about nine 1. s, bo take leave of my ci-devant fel]é)_wit'rﬁ._;.
veller and entertainer.  Now for ity thought I, if he offers 1ae the
money or makes even a graceful apology fer not paying, to save
myself trouble, he shall have the wules, otherwise, the cxpéensive
animale must be forked over.  Upon my arvival, I found that
Don Frederico was very ill; and in bad, wilh fever and a sl.mcking"
bad headache, which, hiowever, did not prevent my oblaining ae-
eess o hinn  Qur leave taking was far from tender on my part,
as I could 1l affuct vegret ot parting from o man who had skil-
fully availed himself of my confidence to impose upon me. My
adicn: were speedily made, and 1 had reached the door, when fm\
remarked something about the mules, which were then several
leagues off in the covutey.  Oh, yes, said I, cogitatf:]_g, tijosr.i
muley, and ecatehi g at an idea, the only one which suggested
itse]f to me as & wenns of preventing further imposition, you
will be so kind as (o send them to Dr. Dow, with whom | s}mll '
leave them. And so down £oll his aivy vision of oblatning fifty-
two dollavs for two tuules which wore worth about thirty—fouf,.
and afterwards retaining the animals, My loave taking of his
pro.t(:-y little wite was far wore cordial and affsctionate, as I had
the kindess feeling toward her, on aceount of her unvargiag awmi-
ability aud gentlensss, aud sympathy for her misplaced :@ff'cé;t-ioi'l
for him. T thought, in taking her band, for the last tims, my
poov grivl, you also bave dealt in animals with Don Fredérico,'tut
3 wfortanately, you will, when you disenver the fraud, find it indre
difficult to dispose of yomr bargain, than T bave done in gotting
id of my mules.  Divoreas arve not recognized by the Roman
Catholic Apostolic Chureh.  Upon my retwrn to the lionsé of
the De., [ gave biw an ovder for the mules, which I begged him
fo aceepb as a token of my esteem, and warning him at the shmé
fime against that one which attempted to murder me in the Cok-
dillera.  ‘This order he sent immediately to Doa Frederido, that
it should be accopted Defore wy departuve, thus displaying his
tiel of eonfidenae in iz hallblood conntepnan. Al my pre
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parations wow haviug been completed, T aat down with relish to
my long delayed dinuer, wlich pesscssed the peenliar virtne of
being got up in = cleanly style, varying in this respeet from uny-
thing which 1 had scen elsewhere in Blendoza. In my diffevent
journeys in Seuth Ameriea, during which it has been my good ar
evil fortunn to partaka of bread and salt with wen from almost every
part of Fuvope, | have always observed thabt the Fnglish and
Scotch are the least likely to full into the slovenly habits of the
people among whom they may reside.  Tiie Drewch, Italians,
Germans, Irish, and even onr own countrymen, ave prons fo
assimilate theiv custows to those of their associntes; bub Jolu
Bull asd his half-countryman, Sawuney, earry with them their
nationnl custoins aind national habits of cleauliness, and their
tables and domestic arrangements will be found as nearly as they
can be made, n fac simile of what they were accustomed to at
home. This fact 1s another evidence of their devotion to their
eountry, in which I believe they exeel all other nations, and from
which they are only driven by 2 stern nscessity, and {o whiel
they nlways look as the Aeme to which they will return to enjoy
their hard-carned gains acquired during their involuntary exils,
Neithur of the other fluropean nations above alinded in, possess
much love of country, and while successful in their newly ac-
quired howmes, seldom leok forward to a return to the lwnd of
their birth, and are speedily merged in the native population
among whiclt they mny be established  Jiven iy own country-
men, the lincal descendants of the Hoglish, notwithstanding what
our truckling journalists and demagogues who live by flattering
the fuibles of the people, assert to the contrary, do not by any
means posscss the same attacliment to their nadive soil that we
find nmong our progenitors. What is frequently termed the
enterprise of the American people, in whieh we cxeel all others,
is at times but another name for a disregard to the tics of coun-
try and the place of cur birth 5 and there is ne new couantry with
an ample feld of production; which has so many citizens spread
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through the world in scarch of fortune.* 'The English, like the
Chinese, only go abroad when the density of population and
‘superabundanee of labour and eapital make it dificult to obtain
a comfortable subsistenee ab home.

The legal fiction embodied in Finglish common law that the
crown cannob lose a subjeet by expatriation, is founded upon
the character and penius of the people. After dinner the
hours fleetly glided by in conversation, until actnal inspection in-
formed us that o fearful inrond had been made into the small
hours of the night, and advertised me of the necessity of obtain-
g some rest prior to next day’s journey, which altempt, however,
was eloquently vesisted by the doctor, who leé go the ouly link
which associated wie in his awa mind with home with the utwost
reluctance, and producing a new bateh of cigars, insisted on
finishing the night, as the time for starting had so nearly arvived.

Sharing in his feclmgs, T allowed mysclf to bo persuaded, and
early daylight found us cosily sealed at his fable. No louger
delay conld now be usked or conceded, and we Ieft his house for
that of Mr. Gonzalez, ho first throwing over my shoulders a

» T suppose [ may express my opinions on sich asubject with impunity, be-
ing mysell * o the manner born? I remember once atlending the anniver-
sary of the Brazilian Hislorical and Geographical Society, at which the
emperor presided in person, and though somewhal familiar with the liberty
of speech enjoyed in thal ewmpire, was nol a litthe surprized to hear the
oralor of the deal, an arlist, while prononncing a well-merited eulogivm
upor some of the members Jately deceased {and who numbered among them
the Dbest stutesmen and patriots wh.eh the country had preduced), reilect
severely not enly upon the emperor, but upon his father Don Pedro and his
grandfather Don Jpas 111 Meeting him alterward, | enquiredt the reasenof
this atlacl, when the orater informed me that he had thus written it, because
in the first pface il was the truth, and in Lhe seeond, from adesire to show the
nutnerous foreign oflicials present, that the Emporor of Brazil was witling
io hear even a dizagreeable truth Itom his own subjocis. * There is a
divinity that doth hedge in a king? and no where is he sanetily so obsli-
nately insisted upon as hy the many-headed sovereigns in a republie, who
are frequently ninwilling to hear a disagreoable frath, even from ene of their

fellow sovereipns



218 CHILD AND TIRZ ARGENTING PIOVINCES,

valuable Vicuiin poncho, of vative Pernvian manufacinre, of n
beauntiful texture and greab ravity, which he insisted upon my
accepting as a token of his esteent, and as » remembrance of ny
brief sojowrn iv Mendoza.™®

Arriving at the house af Blr. Gonzalez, we found that my bag-
game had beew earelully packed in the portmanteau containing
the mails, my horse ready sadidled, pistols loaded, the courier
and postilion awaiting only wy wrrival; so putting on'my spurs,
and taking an aflectionate leave of Me. G. aud the Doctor, whos:
kindness 1 shall ever remember with gratitude, I monuted my
liorse, and at a rapid gallop soon left Lelind mae the ancient and
loyal ity of Mendosa. Gallop, gallop, vow 1 had really cow-
mcneed my journcy ! and dashiug over the punpas with the eool
breeza of the worning fauning iy face, I {elb that 1 had cntered
uponr o Bew and more exhilarativg existence.

* Since writing the above 1 niet an Tglish geotleroan wha visited Men.
doza a lew months after my departure, and by whom | was informed that

my kitul afd wartn-bearted friend the Doclor was dead, having been assas-
sinated by same wnknown person while in his bed.




CHAPTER XIV.
A GALLOP ACROSS TII¥ TAMPAS.

March 14 —About u league from Mendoza we obtained regulat
post horses, those upon which we left having beeri obtained only
for our conveyance to this point. Iaving specdily effected tho
change, we weré soon ofl again ab a rapid pace on our route,
which led us through a country well watcred, fertile, well cultis
vated, producing various [ruits, amd presenting @ steiking col-
trast to the Darven fravesiz oxtending between Villa Vicencio
and Mendeza.  The trees were all cxolie, consisting prineipally
of the apple, peach, and the invariable poplar, while everything
gave evidenco that the luxurinuce of vegetation was dttribubable
to the efforts of man. Our party now consisted of three pc:‘Sons;
the government courier who accompanics the mait from Mandozd
i6 Bucnos Ayres; & man of about filty years, tall and well:
formed, though apparently somewhat heavy for hig long miotthly
rides at a furious pace across the plains, which had been hig
employtment for some eighteen years. IIis dress was jacleet mld"
irowsers, whieh he occasionally vavied by adopting the Chiripa,
a piece of square red flannel, which is secured round the foiué',_
thus sovering a portion of the legs, and worn over whité cottont
drawers fringed with lace at the bottow. The Chiripa is &
favourite dress in the provinee of Buenos Ayres, though not
worn so generally in Mendozn, San Touis, ov San Juan, dud i
supposed to possess peenlinr advaniages in the way of cooluess ig
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riding.  Tn my own opinién, which the eounrier’s experience cor-
roborated, it has disadvantages for which the coolness by mo
means compensates.  Iis bat was a Panama, which is very gener-
ally worn in these provinces, and round his waist he wore a cart-
ridge belt scoured by Mexican doliars 1 Heu of buttons, aud wag
further ornanented by some sixteen others.  Ilis ponchi, holster,
pistols and silver-sheathed kuife which was stuck inside of lis
cartridge belt behind, in addition to his enormous jingling spurs,
completed his equipment.  The dress of the postilion whom we
exchanged with the horscs, was similav to thai of the courier,
but much inferior in quality.  Ilia duty was to return with the
horses and to earry the mail portnanteay, which, sub rosa, con-
tainod all the spare clothes with which I thought it desirable in
encamber myself, [ bave frequently smiled at their astonishment
ab ita weight, and theic vavions opinions as to what the Mendoza
government was communicatihy to Buenos Ayres, which made
it the heaviest mail which bad traversed the country since’
the last Unitarian pronuncinmento had carried  consternation
throngh the provinces.  The two blankets presented me by my
friend Astorgs, werc also carricd by the postilion upon his saddle,
and in uddltmn to iy serape, formed my bed at night.

My own dress and accoutrements, I fonnd convenicot, and will
desoribe them for the benefit of future travellers. My hat was
of slouched fult, of the style called Genaa, of o light colour, and
sufficiently thick to prevent the rays of the sun penvtrating.
My coat was a thin woollen frock of a light colour, and well
supplied with exterior pockets, grey lIancer trowsers foxed, and
worn with lealber straps over boots of medinm thickness fitted
with box spurs. A poncho and pair of holster pistols completed
my cquipments, the most satisfactory I have yet found after mak-
ing various experiments. My serape was between the saddle blan-
keta, where it would not become wet with perspiration, and caused
the saddle to sit more lightly ou the horse. In consideration of
being & passenger; and a gentleman swho had forked up liberally,
and who had been committed to the char ge of the conrier by his
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friend Sefior Govzaler, T was not expected even to carry the
chifres eontaining the spirits, which were born either by Don
Antonio or saddled upon the poor postilion, who, perched upon
my thick blunkets, ahuost conscaled by the mail bag, which, per-
haps, way Lave contained one ponnd of lettors in addition to my
holiday coat, divers trowsers, shirts, cte., and surrounded by the
numerous articles he was called upon to make reow for, reminded
me of a flying Santa Claus, as be dashed over the plaing at a
shurt gallop. A gratuily of & real or medio, or a glass of grog
from the chifres gencrally compensated him, though my con-
seienee dit not exeulpate me so freely for the imposition upon
the uncomplaining animals. By the way, it is somewhat aston-
ishing thai among the numerous philanthropic movements of the
present age, when so many hundreds of thousands are annually
expended for the conversion and benefit of vavious portions of
the human race who have happily succeeded by extivpating the
tail, in removing the only tangible difforonce between them and
the genus simia, that no societics are established for tho nmeliora-
tion of tho condition of the noble and generous horse who gives
bis last breabh under the saddle of his hard taskmaster. In our
phitanthvophy and worbid syinpathy for those who do not ask or
vequire it, we forget and waltreat the useful animals who have
assisted se powerfully to elevate our race, When it becomes
generally known that the benighted Hindoos arc in advance of us
in this particular, I have little doubt that our philanthropists wiil -
rapidly suake up for lost time, and it would be no cause of sur-
prise if even the existing gencration should witness the establish-
ment of hospitals for dyspeptic alligators, or asylums fer super-
aunuated grizzly bears, wills whose virtues and wants the progress
of southein and western craigration is daily making ws wwore
familiar, Shenld any of the chosen vesscls act upon the sugges-
tion which with due humility T subwit to their consideration, T
have little doubt that their elaims could bo as fully substentiated
aa those of the slave-hunting ncgroes on the African coast, and
the intoresting cannibals of the I¢jue Islands, who have for some
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time becu exeellent sinking funds for the spure cash of the eve-
dulous.

But ag our friend Don Walter, the authar of ¢ Deck and
Port,? frequcntly mquires after an episade, “ What has all this
to do with doubling Caps tlorn P what bas this to do with
orossing the pampas?  The ccho answers nothing.  So to use &
time-honoured quotation which has perhaps appeared at leust
once in evary popular book of travels doring the present een-
tury, “ Hevenous & mows mowion,”’ which in my particular
instance will translato—Leaving philantheopists, grisalies and
allipators, as alsa the Tojres and negross whom the advocates of
the unity would fain libel us by saddling upon the high easte
Caueasian, we will return to our horse. _ .

A few honrs’ ride and Don Autonio and mysclf were sworn
filends, a deshable stato of things, to which my gift of a poncho
befote siarling, and my two thick blankets at owr journey’s end
in parspective, T have no doubt contributed, though T am williug
to.do justice to his many generous and moble traits, which
I ihad frequently oceasion to udmiro_ during my journey.
During the morning he dropped alongside me and defined our
respective positions, which wis perfoctly satisfactory to both par-
ties. Ha supported his own dignity as a government officer by
declining to call me patron, master, ov employer, bul would eall
me compaiiery or companion. 1 was, however, to have, under all
cireumstances, the sreond best brorse, the first cut of the roast,
the fivst deink at the chifre, aud was not to have the trouble of
S:ld(}iillg or bridling nmy own animal, which was to be done as an
understood faveir by either tI_l(}b postilion, the eaurier, or by ono
of his numerous compadres whonr we afterward cncountered at
cvery post-house. In conclusion, it was thoroughly understood
betwoen the two high contracting patties that Don Antonis eould
not delay the il if T should bacowe sick ar fntigucd, hist that
ﬁlm_re should always exist botween us a certain sympathy, mag-
netic’ or galvanic, probably the latter, as it was origivaily con-
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ducted through a matallic medinm, 5o that he would guli.#.zi;'s: ‘Be
sick or fatigued at the same tine, R
Whip and spur, whip and spur, and wa dash over the p:'i_a‘trns.
markivg o progress with 1 column of dust, which lmr;g i\én'vily
in the aiv long affer wo passed. The country was still well ieri-
gated and caltivated, though none of the golden finkds of wheat
go characteristic of a Chilian landseapn were visible on thig side
of the mountains.  About mid-day we erossed at twao p(ﬁnﬁ! a
small river with shingle beaeles, and soon nfterward rrived at
the house of 4 friend of Don Antonio, who humanely sﬁggés‘;tféd
~ that being the first day, it might be well {o indulge in r'tsies:'tl‘ci",
whieh would leave us aniple time to linish our day’s S_OHTIlfpiy
in the eool broeze which almost invariably necompanied the de-
clining sun.  Not having slopt duving the previous night, ofl cqu';'-‘s'c
I was not averse to the proposition, and, nfter enting somic fruit
which the family broughi nic, I thicw myself on 4 bed and was
gpeedily vevelling in the arms of Maorpheus, though not hhtiiﬁ':t
heard niy friend Dou Asttonio cxprossing his foars softo doce to
our host that bis compafiero could nob cndurc the journey lo
Buenos Agres.  “ Veremos,” we shall see, Don Antoulo, f}l_inugl_ﬂ:
I; to-day is soarcely a fair test, as T must confess T havo seldom
folt tnore like sleeping and less liko tidvelling o0 horseback, :u:rlﬁ
with that T incontinently itiduiged my fatigued senses in that sol‘?:
of ropese which note bub @ thoioughly tired abd dij}(;}ijv?ay}-mnii
can appreciate, I learbed aftevtcards tlint'diiljirig;'fﬁ}}'"_:saig‘sfdr:
whiclt lugted some threo hoirs, 4 sort of céronei’s ih‘q'u{:sé wad
huld over iny fonscless body, in which it was decided that i_l
swould be impossible to carry me nuach favther 4t the 'r_hjii_d" ralé
which Don Anténio was obliged to tiavel, dnd when i had 'n“'hi'n:
mounted, no anxious wayfarer ever examined iriors ilt'lt'e._ltly'
the withers and wind of his horse than he did __ ﬂfd. ox-~
pression of wiy countehiance, the stuto of my eyés and
the beud of my back. The resnlt appeared satlsfactory, .
as hé shouted the cry of the courier, Pega fuego al cavipo,
“ 8ot fire b0 the plain,” s equivalent to our “fiee up,” and
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dashing spurs into his horse’s flanks, we dashed off across the
plains at rapid gallop, our fuces ecoled by the evening breeze,
and our eyes cheered by the signs of culiivation on cither side
of the road, and by the rivulets which brought fevtility. Cot-
tages wore seattored along the roadside, and the graceful poplars
showed the attention which bad been bestowed upon reelaiming
the laud which, without their shade and the Lirigation, would be
a descrb waste,  An hour before sunsct we dashed into the Jittle
scatlering village of Retama, with our horses still comparatively
fresh, and dismounting st the post-house, the ocurier announced
liis iutention of awaiting the risiug of the wmoon before procced-
ing farther, The post-master was also a magistraie, and having
somo legal ense to decide, his court-yard was fillod with guachos,
with their long spurs, ponchos and dogs, though I looked in vain
for tho ferocity of expression which T lLad scen among the sol-
diers in Mendoza, and which I had been led to expect among
the denizens of these plains. The postnistress, 2 quite poad-
looking, matronly persomage, having heard my rank and titles
from Don Antonio, her csteemed compadre, in whose . hands wy
iﬁlﬁortance did ‘mot suffer in the least, nnd heard counsiderably
moro than he knew of my past history, kindly invited me into the
garden to eat grapes, which hung in luscious clusters in several
avcnues more than ome lundred yards in length.  With the
native kindness and good taste of most southera women, she
also plucked and presented mo with a bouquet of fowers
when we returned to the house. In passing through one of the
rooms to obtain a Jight for a cigar, T saw a paiv of pretly sefior-
itas, aud learned that there was strong probabilitics of a fandango
that cyening, for which I determined to prepare myself by a
shor nap in the piazsa on my serape.  But ulas for the weakuess
of human nature. When I was restored again to cousciousncss,
it was not by the soft band of the fair sefioritas who had visited
me in my dreams, but by the rough shake of Doen Antonio, who
informed me of three interesting facts—viz. : that the moon,
lad risen, that it was nfter midnight, and that he only awaited
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my serape to complete the saddling of my horse, and m_',' rlsmg,
to set out on our jonrney. T have read of men compounding with
the evil one for a few more years of life; [ have seon the Lme
when I would have almost paid for hours of sleep fu years of lifo,
and this was anc of the oceasiona; T had lost, ton, the fendango .
and snpper, to whieh Don Antouio would not nllnw me to be
ealled. T was never again to sec the pretty brunoties, whose
appearance lead chavined me the evening before.  Boot, bnnt and
to saddle, and as we galloped out of the couwrt yard, on our mid-
right jowrney, the noise of our horses’ loofs, perebance, nwakesed
the fuir sleepers, whoinay have remarked with 2 yawn and 4 anolré,-‘
“ Sewva el Glringo.” The gringos off, ““ sic transit.” The traveller
ranzing not long enough in one place to makea lasting impz}qséi‘éﬁ*, :
or to mevit n more profound expression of regret at departure.
March 15.—Our fresh hovaes soon carried us beyond the vil-
lage of Retama, and as the voads were good, we seldom broke in
upon our short post hovse gallop, which owr horses could bettel‘
endure during the night than in the sultry heat of tho day. For
about three leagues our road conducted us through a country
tolerably well cultivaied, after which, it led throogh a ¢ravesia,
without water or cultwatxon, for the remaining distance betwean
the two posts. At early daylight, we had accompllshed about
twelve leagucs, and arrived ab the post of Santa Rosa, where B ,
pretiy stream of water aud caltivation took the place of the bar-
renness which had preceded. While wo drank our maité an
discussed n cigar, the peoms were bringing iu the horses, which
were spoedily saddled and ready for the journey. Mine in this
particulat instance was a noble-lvoking beast, in fine condition, .
aid by his impatiest stamping and neighing, showed that he ha.d
not long been subjected to the diseipline of the bridle and s?ur :

* T rust take the liberly of diffeving from the talented and witty n'uthor
of Los Gringos, as to his transltion of this word, as the English expression .
green-horn, does not cover the ground. The fern is never applied to na-
fives, however green they may be, ant [ think a more correct definition
weuld be  ontsicle barbarinn.?
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While two men held him; I mounted, and giving bim the rein
té the courier’ ory, “ frega al campo,” started off like the wind
over the level road, which for some time necompanicd the stream.
Among the many horses which I rede during my journey, T never
met one equal to this, fur speed, casiness of gait, and ganarosity.
To the apur he was evidontly yot uwnnsed, and so sensitive and
alive to the indignity of the whip, that did 1 but raise my hand Lo
geeure my hat more firmly upon my head, e would bound for-
acd with o suddenizess, which at times nearly left me behind
bim upon the plain.  Krom post to post, a distance estimated ab
thicteen longues, though in reality, I shonld suppose, mote than
forty wiles, he carried me 2t a bounding gallop, withoub my draw-
ing rein, ov applying whip or spur, a feat which may scem almost
ineredible to those who are unacquainted with the enduiance of
the pampe horses. It is true that the road was neavly level, and
as smooth as @ race cowse, and that the post was econcluded
before the heat of tho duy, aud while the plains wero cooled by
the morning brecze. Ounc eannot help feeling an adiniration,
approachiug to regard, for anything which performs well the
park assigued to ib, whether it be machinery, man, ov the lower
aniwals 3 and I coufess I'felt ioore respect for the noble steed,
which T thus accidentally cucountered, than I have frcqucntly
dane for many of the stolid and equally soulless specimens of
humanity whom I have met, partieularly among the uneducated
potlions of the human race, who claim to linve been created in
God's own iniage, and have accorded, at least in part, with the
wise king of the Jdews, Soollan Soliman, thut cerfein men ¢ bave
no pre- cminenco over the beoast.”  For all is vanity, ,Iad 3%
been practicable to Lave. conveyed this horse lome, I wonld
havo hegome his possessor, which would have involved an out-
lay of about four dollars, whon his back should never have been
profaned with a whip, or his flanks with a spur.  As it is, he bns
been destined to. eurry the conuicrs, Guachos, nad the passing
travellers, unknown and undislinguished from tlie valgar herd,
above whicl, even my beavt’felt culogiun will be unable to raise him.
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Our route led through a cultivated counbry for, {;ho most
part, Lhough not so thickly inhabited as that traversed oh yesﬁ T
day.  Bebween cight and nine o’clock, we arrived at Dortﬂlg
the end of the stage, whioh we intended to pass without brca]i: i
fasting, but were preveuted by another arrival soon after our 0wa.
The post house, whish was construeted of adodes, contained tllt‘pﬁ
or four rooms, had ground floors, and o seanty furniture, the bed-
stoads rude in construction, with strips of green bide to, reccivo
and support the sleeper, and supplying for most part, the defiei-
ency of chairs and stools.  The women, Vhongh not pratty, Wero
tidy, and hike the wajority of onr lostesses on the voad, kind a.ud
commuicative, and on particularly Intimate teyms with Don Adi-
tonio, whose responsibility must be immense, if gmi fatﬁer to Aa‘i}“
the children of the _women who on his cxtcnswa Badt cali flim i
“compadre.”?

VWhile awaiting the horses which had 'ﬂrﬁady bocﬂ scnl'.
for, a uew party awrived, also on post horses, but cmmﬂg.
from thoe opposite direction.  As they entered 1 was riot long’ in'
identifying their natiounality, andewhile the courier opcped up}gu "
the German, whose knowledge of tho lengitage mdlcngca a, lodg
residence in the country, T commenced a sorics of mqm‘!{tonal
proceediugs against the other, whom I recognized in an lﬁglan\g
a5 a countryman. He bore my questzomng with agood gr 2,88, ’&
answered as well as he could with his Timited knowledge DfSpEIj]lsh
snd Dis surprise was unbouaded when I, at Iength imnouuleed I!
myself, also, ns au Ameriean j it being, to Ju&;}e fmm hIS 'm!lr
ner, the last place wheve he would ll[l.\’{‘ c'xpccted to niget [ mom~
ber of the universal Yankee nation, aud last of all, ad oﬂiacr i
the navy. Of eourse we fraternized-—inen tspe:s}nno tlm same lan<
guage, ave prone to do so in remote regions ; and Imvmg all déter-“"-
mined to breakfust sociably together, we sat down to enjdy a."
sigar, :Lnd give ench other accounts of the road which eath Of lii
had traversed. [ speedily learnt to my annoyunce, that wy
countryman was an ngent for the sale of Brandreth’s pills, and
dlmost felt inelined to consign Brandreth aud pllls to the mmt

+
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unmentionable, wishing his gentlemanly representative a better
profession. Confound Brandreth’s pills, thought I, after heariug
the announcement.

During my journeys in the interior of Brazil, in 1843 and *44,
by dint of eonsiderable expenditnre of monny, immense fatigne,
and divers risks of lifc and limb, I penctrated the wilderness of
86. TPaul’s, far beyond all former travellers, having reached the
region inhablted by undomesticated Indiang, and beyond all etvi-
lization ; but upon returning to the settlements with the compia-
ceney of a man who had performed sonid vxfraordinary and
meritorions achicvement, found 1 had not adeanced one hundred
and fifty miles heyond my adopted countryman, Brandreth’s pills,
and now to fiud not ouly the pills, but the ageat, the representa-
tive of the venorable Brandreth himself, in the interior of the
Provinee of Mendoza, where 1 expected to find the ground sacred

. to enterprising traveollers, who travel for the cause of seience, or
for love of adventure, it was too great a disappointment. I doubt
whether a full dose of the pills in question, could have exercised

80 powerful au effect upon iy norvous sysperr.  With fear and
trembling, I enquiredwlete Brandlcth‘s pills had not and would
not travel, intending to mark down tfmﬁ _Country for my next
long shore cruise, but reccived no sn.tisfa,q_tory reply. They are

(in effect ubb;lmtaus ; 80, hereafter, when any voyager informs the
public that Lie has advanced beyond them, I shall instantly sct
him dowa in my own mind, as an enterprising man and a great
traveller.  Nothwithstanding this disappeiniment an hour passed
agreeably while awaiting ont breakfast, and while I gave my
countryman o letter to Dr. Dow, ot Mendoza, be reciprocated by
giving 190 letters to Buenos Ayres; and o rejoiced was I to meot
a countryman, that I verily believe while the four of us were
cozily eating casuels out of the same earthern pot, that if Dr.
Brandreth himself had appeared in propria persona, and wished to
ndd n fifth spoon, and his efforts to putting its contents out of
sight, that I should have -raised no objection, and would have,
probably, fargiven him all the annoyanee he had caused me, and
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the injury he had done my reputation ns a traveller, and have
fratervized.  The chicken broth having been fnished, and tho
benes cffeotually picked, we had breakfusted, and folt obliged to
mevut and continue our respeetive journcys. Our companions,
at breakfast, were obliged to ride the stago which we had just
passed over, on the same horses which brought us, though we
were uot obliged to receive their tired animaly, This is one
great advantage of travelling with the couvicr, as the Govern-
ment exacts for liw and his companions, fresh horses at overy
stage. I really felt sad wheu I saw my countryman, the ageat,
wount the harse which had carried me so gallantly, that morning,
aver the same ground which it had now to retrace, with & heatior
weight and in the heat of the day. The splendid maxim, ¢ tha
merciful man is mereiful to the beast,”” i3 unknown, at least, to
the laity in South Ameriea, and as they have upon them naught
bub the selfish checles of self-interest, little merey can bo expooted
towsrd the animal whose market value is vory littlo grontor thau
the farp paid by a passenger from post to post. | bave never
thought ill ef the-Oatholic priesthood for prohibiting the reading
of the Bible to the vulgar, a3 there is, indeed, much which the
untutored mind ecannot reconcile, and as the whola fabrie of'_thé'
religion is based upon faith, that faith may well be extended to
an implicit reliance in the interpretations of the church, rud the
injunctions of their ghosily advisers; but I have always ssen thé
want of a collection of its best maxims, such as that gquoted abdve,
which ought to be universally dissemivated among the people, {n
ordar to form a ¢ proverbial religion.” The Mahomelans, in this
respect, are bettor supphed than the Christians; and though com-
paratively few are able to read the Koran, all ave aequaintod with )
ita most beautiful texts, ag well as the sayings of the prophet
which tradition has handed down to them. All good Mussularon,
whether learned or nolearned, know that Mahomet anathematized
the man, “who sold a slave, injured n fruit-bearing tree, or
made lime of chisseled marble,” that < a day passed in the nd-
minigtration of justice was worth seventy years of prayer,” and
11 I
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 the ink of the wige man was more valaalle in the cycs of Allah
than the blood of the martyr.”” But ag Dan Walter woald say,
what has the ivk of the wise man to do “with doubling Cape
Iorn ?? So mounting our horses and taking an aflfectionate leave,
and promvising to veport cach other’s progress at the respective
sea-ports on the 1acific and Atlantie, which was in dne conese of
time fully accomplished, as | have lewrned from several sources,
the word was Adios, adies * fuego al campn,” and off we went on
our respeetive routes, never, perhaps, to meet again in the broad
pampaz of {ifé.  'he country, though a nominal plain, was now
broken up samewhat by ravines, ami was covered with low
Irushes, which inequality, added fo the hoeal of the day, made onr
journey over 1he next slage slower than the two which had pre-
eoded it.  Mowever, we arrived at Core Corto, the end of Lhe
stage, aboub 9 p.n, findiog the Jatter part of the route more
thickly inhabited and better wakered.  As wo had journeyed aboub
ninety-six miles, according to the commputations generally received,
we determined to laryy for the wight, especially ns the next post
house held out, aecording to DDon Antenio, but few inducements
in the way of food and Jodging for a night’s stay, and was, more-
over, liable to an iorond of the Pampa Indians, who were, at 1he
{ime, ravaging aome seitlements a few days’ journsy in advance.
The post of Coro Corto consisted of three houscs, built on three
sides of a square of the invariable adodes, aud one story  height.
The floors were clay, but there was an appearance of <leanliness
about the premises, which augured favourably for our supper, in
which we were not disappointed; as at doark we sat down to a
nicely coched casuele, and cnjoyed, moreover, the somewhst unu-
sual luxury of a dish, =poon, knife and fork, Lor caeh individual
present,  After supper, we made our beds in the eool air of the
court yard, using our saddles for pitlows, and by the tiwme wo
finished our cigar, were porfectly prepared Lo consign ourselvoes to
(e vest o essential aftor a hard day’s jonrney, with a more tedions
one in parspective for the imorrow.

March 16.—At about 2 30 the indefatiable Don Antonio had
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aroused mo with the mtimation that it was time to saddlo up, s
the maon had visen, and we must make ow stage by suarise, else
we could not reach San Luis, owing to the great heat of the day,
and the bad quality of the horses. Saddling np, and fortifying
our stomachs with a little matfe, and smoking the invariable cigar-
ito, we mounted, and, taking leave of our cutertainers, wha had
all visen o prepare our matfe and sce ug off, we wers apon our
route at 3 A, ar. The country was now sowewhat broken by
ravines, thongh it conld not be considered lilly, and was strewn
with loose round stones and sand, giving it the nppéaruncc of an
ancienb bed of the sen, or some vast iulund lake. A stunled
growlh of hardy bushes was all the storilo plains could produce
in the absence of all weisture. At sunrise we crossed the river
Disaguadero, the line of demarcation bobween the provinces of
San Luis and Mendoza, and near the banks of which is the mise-
rable post house beariug the same name.  This river, which is
deep but narrow, is the ountlet to one of the salt Inkes of the in-
terior. The water is extremely brackish and bitter, while the
banks arc covered by saline incrusiations.  The elay of the ravine
througlt which this river passes has & horizontal stratifieation, and -
the whole iopography, as well as the geology of thisregion, wonld
feave us to infer that a portion of the country is yel in the state
of transition between the bed of a salt lake, or the oocan and
dry land. C
The post bouse 2t which we rcon arrived after crossing the
viver, was the most miserable I Lad yet scon, being constructed of
wattles covered with clay, and roofed with coarse grass. One
reom was all the hovel contained, and the many openings in the
wall precluded the iden of anything like privacy, The ooy in-
mates of this house appeared to be an old woman, a ragged peon,’
who was o be our postilion through the next slage, and a nub-
brown girl of some sixteen summers.” Tho lattor was dirty in
the extreme, and wore bub a single garment, which obscured
without concealing her charms, and; as she was preparing our
humble repast of beel-bone broth, which we devoured out of the
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samo dirty-looking carthenware vessel, T could nat help speenla-
ting ort the ehange which, in a few years, eould be made in her by
transplauting her to a eivilized community, and giving her the ad-
vantages of education and a French m adiste. Women ace pro-
verbially quick in attaining a eertain degres of refinement, and
there is little doubt that but a short time would elapse before this
slovenly, bare-legged givl could be transformed into a reigning
belle, even in a large city. Qur breakfast was in keeping with
the appearance of the house, and cven the water was go brackish
as to be scarce potable.  After some delay the horses arrived,
and my spirits fell incontinently at their forlorn and half-starved
appearance. *

The courier was_evidently prepared for the apparition, and
only indulged ina proInnrrr-d and melancholy whistle as he pro-
ceeded to saddle up.  As the horses wore ill abie to bear the
weight of o riders, we obtained a spare one to earry the so-called
mail bag, the legitimate contents of which might have been car-
ried in my pocket. When we started it was without enthusiasm,
and, for the first time, Don Antanio did not indulge in his checr-
ing cry of ¢ Prende fuego al camps,” In the neighbourhood of the
Disaguadero a strang disagreeable wind was blowing during our
stay, as I was informied wag almost invariably the case, which
afforded me a clue to names frequently given on Spanish maps to
certain Jocalities, as the ** Paramo,” the desert or the windy spot.
This wind, which blew in gusts resembling those which we ob-
serve in our country on the day prior to & rain or storm, appeared
to ba quite local, and confined to the ravine through which the
rivar flowed, aad its immediste vicinity. The whole aspect of
this locality was £risfe in the éxtreme, and the auly relief which
ibo eyo nnd wind found in dwelling upon it was the distant view

* I learned from Don A, that this family, notwithstanding their miserable
moda of life, owned some five thousand cattle, and eight hundred brood mares.
Perhaps the insecurily attribulable te the occasional incursiens of the In-
dians discouraged them from accommodating themselves with better
quariers.

e
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of tho blue mountain of St. Luis, which new appeared above the
horizon, and which was to be the terminus of the day’s ride.
Qur jowrney, commenced under disagrecable avspicos, was less
agrecalle even than we aunticipated, and our road led us through
" a dreary and barren country, wheve the heat soon became intonse.
Afker progressing about fouc leagnes I (oundd it impossible to ob-
tain a gallop from my poor horse, with the limited powers of my
Furopean spura, and was olliged to exchange with the postition
The change, however, involved little improvement, and four ledgues
from the next post louse, the horso cavrying thé mail-bag was
completely worn out, and had to be left on the rond side, while
the postilion took it upon his own horse, whero his oruel spiirs
could goad even a dying beast into exertton,  ITouses were ocon-
sionally found by the road side during the first part of the jour-
ney, where brackish water, filled with animaleule, could be ob-
tained from stagnant pools, but the last four leagnes was a barren
travesta, ond witerly without water. Tho henb of tho sun, toward
mid-day, was intense, and my legs beeaine perfeclly worn out with
inecssant spurring, and wy arm with the uso of the whip, while
my canscience stuote me ab every leap of the poor jaded horse,
wliose paoting breath, recking sides, and bloody flanks, shewed
how cruclly ke suffered. I could not, however, but push on at
all hazards. I had embarked on.a dovil's drive, and } muat need
follow my leaders, who were spurring and whipping in advanoe,
littte recking how much the poor beasts suRered, or oven if they
lived longer than the time sullicient to finish the post. Within
some two leagues of the next post we esught a view of the lovel
plein extending to San Liris, and abutling apon the mountsin be-
yond it, and which, viewed through the haze oconsioned by the
intenss heat of the sun beating upon the dry plains, appeared
from the partial clevation on which wo wero riding, like 4 vast
expanse of water. To hdd to cur annoyance our thirst becama
excessive, promoted alike by the heat, and the brackish water
which wo had drank during the day, added to tho almost super-
liuman exerlion, mental and physical, of spurring our jaded beusts;
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and when we rode inlo {he post, which wa did for the first and
only timao during the whole journey, at a slow Urot, the endire
party, men and animals, were dead beat. T lonk back to that
slage witlt ne pleasure, but with pain and regret.  Of my own
snl]:crings and these of my companions T take no aceount. In
thiree hours we were restored, and I Lave thriven upon my an-
noyences and deprivations, hut my sympathics were strongest for
the miserable horses; who I very meh foar never posteda travel-
ler over the same or other voule agnin,  Being now within thirty
miles of San Luig, with the prospect of gond herses aver the next
slape, we felt authorized to indnlgs tn a siceda [ sn, afler ealing
rome peaches, and drinking ag much, indeed more, stagnant water
Hian we thought prwdent, we laid down in enmpany with about a
dozen lazy, ditty, reckless, but genttenianly guraches, and perliapa
Lwice as many dags, the former and latter being alike kept by the
owner of the post and grazing farm, te wafch his eattle and
afford them pratoction against the maranding savazes, who ocea-
sionally visit the neighbowrhoad.  The reader may perhaps smilo
at the solocism of a dirfy, Jozy and reckiess gentleman, hut 1 as-
sure him that there is, under all the roughness of guise, irnoranee
of book-learning, and the more refined customs of sociely, an
intrinsio politeness, case, unassuming independence, conjoined
with & courtesy and kindness to those who require it which woald
distinguish the rude herdsman of the plain as having all the more
necessary altributes of gentility.  The lenrned geologist, Darwin,
had his atlention called to this peculimity of the grackes, during
hia journeys on the eastern horder of these plains, aud remarks,
in hia “Journal ol a Naturalisi,” that, thonglia guacks may rob you,
or eut your throat, he always appears to be the pentlernan.  ‘L'he
probability of eutting throats, or even rabbery, T look npou as
extremely remote ; for, theugh eruel to animals, and to lis enemies
in batlle, partienlarly in the eivil wars which have so frequently
preveiled in this nnfartunate country, lie will seldam murder, and
still more seldam rab.  In personal quarrels they use their knives,
which is, notwithstanding tha opinions of sur bull-dog progenitors,
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more yesprelable and move centlemanty than their mode of de-
Tacing God's image with their fists, the art of doing irhioh with
perfect impunity is absardly styled “ the neblo sciedeo of self-
defenee”  When wen have in realily injavies to avengo, Tt it be
“done with desdly weapous, whicl will pravent the nncessity af fre-
aquent recurrence to it and no skill in the use of the lkaifo or
pistol ean mive vise {0 so groat an ineynality ng cxisty between the
practiced pugilist, and the tyrs, whose «cufferings, howaver great,
only exeite the mirth of a bratal woeb in that eountey to which
this meble art is almost exelusively confined.  During miy journeys
1 meg very fow knives who were not fercigners, or who hiad not
foretgn blood in their veins, and I would infinitely rather Lrast wy
life or property in the hands of the gwarho of the plaios thanin the
hands of the seme anmber of Mr, Darwin’s countrymen or my own,
chosen from the same walk in life.  After an hour's «esta, we
mounted, about 3 vy, to finish our day’s jouruey, and proscouted
1t with reifowed vigonr in the cool evening brevze, and with well
fod horses under saddles,  Mhe country was geuersliy covered
with Lushes, the soil sterile and oceasionally sandy.  Until near
our jouwrney’s end wo saw but two habitations, both of them suf-
ficiently miserable iw appearance. At one [ stopped and asked
for water, which way servod me in the shell of a cocoa-nut by a
young girl, quile as lightly clad, ns dicty, and yet a8 pretty as she
whox we mek i the morning at Disaguadero.  Our landmark was
giill the peak of San Luis, and liaving approached to within & fow
miles of it we suddenly discovered the steeple of tho church as
the sun wng setting, It was just growing davk as wo galloped
through the stecet ta the fonde, having accomplished in theeo
stages about ona hundred and five nnlnh."' As we expectad to
romain over one day 1 determined lo live at the fonde o prefér-
ence to residing at the domieile selected by fiiend Antonio, who
T was fearful might ook more closely to ceonomy than to clean-
liness and ecomfort, thongh, by so dving 1 incurved the expense
npon my own account.

" One hindrad anil fourteen, aceovling to Sir Franeiy Headl.
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Althongh 1 had been led to expeet romething betier than usual
from the San Luis Pouda, I was agreeably surprised at the supe-
rior cleanliness nnd eomfort to anything which I had seen on this
side of the mountaing, a difference perbaps attributable te the
fact that Lthe owner, who was now absent, was a Frenchman. The
liouge was well-built of adebes and whilewashed, having a paved
court-yard within, on which the rooms of the gnests were sito-
ated.  As is almost invariably the custom, o pu/peria, or grog-
shon, formed a part of the establishment, aund faced upon the
street, which, in additidn to a rickety billiard-table, kept the
puhblic rooms filled with idlers until a Iate heur of the night.
Having been shown to iy roani, and given an aflirmative answer
to the intuiry as to whether I would sup, 1 called upon the old
Tizeoina, who superintended the establishment, for water, and ob-
tained, (o my great satisfaction, a goblet filed with some as sweet
and elear az if drawn from a mountun stream, and entirely freo
from saline taste. This was the firsl really good water 1 had
dyanke sinee leaving Villa Vieencio j and those only wha have
gubsisted some ten days upon water which always had o tusee
more or less brackish, ean appreciate how I revelled in the lux-
ury. In conncetion with the quality of water, invariably asso-
ciated by the vulgar with disease, it may not be inappropriate
o mention that 1 saw no instance of geftre in San Luis.  After
my supper, which consisted of picees of beef roasted in that pe-
culinr form, known s junks hy our maritime fellow-cilizens, and
the alinost constaut castela, I retived to my room to solace my-
self In quict with the traveller’s staple, & cigar, but soou found
wysclf jnterrupted by a half dozen of visitors, who hearing of Lhe
arrival of a stranger travelling post—who always possesses a cor-
tain amount of consequence in a small lown—came to pay their
compliments,  Among these were three foreigners, a German, an
lalinn, snd a Spanish Basque; the former was the principal
spokesman, and taking the initlative, fuformed me that he had
come oul from Hurope as a suporintendent of a glass work to
have been estallished in Santiago, but which failed on account of
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the want of action on the part of the Chilian government. 1le
also stated that be had recently visited California, and little sus-
peeting Uhat T bad just arived from that part of the world, un-
suspiciously answered my questions, and gaye an elaborate dea-
eription of places which never existed exerpt in lia foctile imagi-
nation,  He and the Basque were abont to visit Buenos Ayres,
on the horsesaf the litter, from wheaee lie had promised to obtain
funds from divers commeretal honses, and return the favour by
transporting the latter to the land of gold,

With the intention of giviag the Basque an insight into his troo
eharactar, but withont epanly proclaiming him an impostor, by
letting it be known that I had beenin Galiforuin, I questioned bim
#o closely that he aveided me ever after shining my slay in San
Luis.

When T saw him amain, some weeks had elapsed, and some
hindreds of miles been traversed by ench of us, and he was fly-
ing from the sune Basque, whom he had cheated of his money
nnd robbed of his horses.

11*
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Alarch 17.—TNreaklasted about 11 a. n., and finding the
hent too great for a comfortable walk, | rensined in the fondn
until evening, when 1 ealled at the government house to have my
passport ¢ riseed.”®  The tronps stationed st the door had neithier
the hrigandish air of those of Mendoza, nor were they o uneivil
and oxacting. 1 passed in freely without a devisa, to which no
allusion was made during my stay, and J even saw a man with a
fall beard, a sirong evidence of the libarality of the authorities.
The officials, the wost important of whom was the Minister, or
Seerotary of State of the province, were courteous, Jlaving
performed this duly, [ took a walk throngh the eity to observe it
and the people, who were generally seated at their doors enjoying
the cool air of the evening. Tt is regularly Jaid out in squares,
the houses of one story, in some eases tiled and whitewashed, butb
more generally thatehed; and the natural colour of the adobe.
As in Mendaza, gardens are generally atfached to the houses,
which heing surrounded by a sambro elay wall, gives to the streets
a dyy and arid appearance, vol out of character with the tempe-
rature of the pluce. The floors of the Liouses are of pounded
clay, or half-burnt tiles, productive alike of coolness and dirt,
The sidewniks of the miore conspicuous streets are rudely paved,
while the centro is desp with dust ov 1nd, aceording to the I-
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midity of the atmosphere.  Oan ehaveh, the barracks, govern-
~ ment oflices, and prison, msignificant edifices, ave all the publio

buildinzs which San Tauis eontaing. [t has numerons small shops
for the supply of its induhitants and people of the adjoining coun-
fry, which have anaverage eapital, as T was iaformed, of about
ore thousawt five hundred dollars, although their display wonld
seldom indicete tstoek of more than two -51umlrml dollare,  The
awnher of inhabitants s abont onn thansand, and that of the
Provines {wenby-five thowsanl, The balter eontains some mines
al eopper, and washine of galid, neither of which nppear to ba
produetive, and althouzl korned catile and horees ave % abun-
dant, as waed dn these plans, the prineipal souren of wealth and
almost the anly export is waol, which iz exehanged in DBuenos
Ayres for Faopean goads and specie. What drisd fruits are
to Mendoza, waool is to Han Tk, The pries of wosl is sbout
four reals per arvaba, and ite brapsportation to Buenos Ayres,
where 19 average price i ahont two dollus, is about five reals.
The hire of & eart 4o the s plave e onn hundred dollars, or
iy dollas brea G foone Momdoan, The mervehants or shop-
kaepers ara wot only fha i2d, but almost the ooly capitalists.
Little wholesals or vetadl Tmstness is done on credit.

The people af San Luds are less religions than in Meadoza,
whicl is the only eity in South America where T have scen the
shops wenerlly closed on & unlay.  Thore are no doctors, and the
health of the people is grauseally good. Whether the wait of
medieal men iz a causy ar elfset, T will not preteid to deoide.
bt thee conrse nf the evening [ made the aciuaintaned of & tole-
rably intelligent Clardorese, the awner of a shaop and dealer in
wonl, who hail formerty lived in Buenos Ayves, and was ous of
the fow in the eity whoe had adefinite idea of the eauntry to whieh
[ belouged.  ‘Ilhe peaple of the * great mald-] republie” will not
perhaps feel mueh complimented when Wwld that in the interior of
South Ameries, in the heart of tiose republics to which wo haveo
given birth by our example, the body of the penplo aro not aware
of o exisbonee, ant the nearest appraach to athaining a reoog-
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pition of our nationslity is to be termed Americanos Ingleses, or
English Americans. .

This gentleman passed the evening with me wntd gave me a
portion of the information here tramseribed, the aceuraey of which
I have no resson to doubt, as muck of it was subslantiated hy
others.

March 18.—Unable to set out, as the eourier was detained
by the governor i order lo convey dispatehes to Buenos Agyres,
and my movements were of esurse governed by his. [ sonfess [
was somewhat restive, but unfortunntely there was no remedy,
and § resipned myself with ag good & grace as possible te the ua-
utterable duluess of a South Amcrican ioland town. To.day, T
met 8 peen in the Pulperds, who nformed me that hie had been
hired by & countryman of mine 1o convey bim from Mendoza to
Valparaiso the year before, and was lound in his enloginms upon
his endurance, good nature, entorprise, tha extent of his seientifie
knowledge and his generesity ; be pronounced him ta bo xa joven
muqf ruapa.

In the evening my Cordovese friend ealled agnin and kindly
offered to introduce me to some of the Aewt tom of San Luis, an
offer which in my uttor want of cceupation, | of eoursn did not
deeline.  'Fhe house which we first visited, though pertaining to
a Jeading fashionable family, was by no means richly, ar evep
comfortably furnished. The hare walls of a large room scantily
coluuized by a few rickety-locking chairs, which T shresediy sus-
pected of being countrymen, thongh T had too mueh taot to
recognise them in their misfortunes, presented by no means &
 brilljant fowt ensemble” for a fashionable residence. In addi-
tion to the furniture already specifind, there was a small table,
on which were placed » pair of tallow candles, whose faint and
flickering light gave s glonmy and cavernous sir to the whole
apartment, which was made more obvious instesd of being ro-
lieved by a small piese of carpet which covered the tiled floor
immedistely in its vicinity. The cheerless aspect of the reom,
however, was soon relieved by the entrance of the two Iadies of
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the fantly, sistors, who were well-dressed, well-bred, showy, and
tolerably good-lookivg, 1t was proposed to visit sowe other fam-
ilies for the purpose of introducins e, and in setiing off, I inad-
vertenly inade a mistake by wsurping the place of the husband,
when 1 thought 1 had whe unmarried sister, whish aiver the lady
berself eorrected.  Customs vary, thonght [ ae T ehaneed with
him, and returned him his wifv, whose socivty ba appreciated Hio
more ag he had just been released from six wonths' fnprisonmest,
oad wus still confined to the limits of the oity far the share he
had tuken in a recont revolution. The philosophieal and gaod-
natured munuer in which he alluded to it showed that his pun-
ishment had fullen lightly upon him, or that he had extraardiaary
cemmand over his feelings,

At the st house we visited, we found a gentleman with his
wile whom he had recently married at the village of Achiras, and
her sister, the wedding party having tarried here on their way to
Meudoza, whaee he resided. Tt was not uniil I bad been some
time ie econversation with biw, that [ learned hie was an Ameri-
van, and a native of New York, whence be had strayed off into
thia remote region with o recklessmess to the ties of enuntey Lo
which I have had oceasion to allude before w3 oo characteristio
of onr countrymen.  His carcer is 00t an wvucommen vne.  He was

« 8 printer, snd went to the ooast of Peru in one of our sloops of
war, where ke Jeft, no Le suys, with the permission of the captain,
and estublished n emall printing press. He prospered for the
time, but losivg bis noney, eventually found his way to Mendoza,
where for x time ho was employed in the peeuliarly natisnal neen-
pation of teachiog a school. Having made himself usefnl to the
anthoritics as 2 printer, he again got in advauee of the wosld,
sent kome for some inferfor printing presses which he disposed of
advantageously to the Provincial goveruments, and was now suf-
ficiently wealtby to indulge iu the luxury of & wife.

Teaving my countrymsan and his newly acquired family, for it
appeara thot maiden sisters are appendages also on the plaina, we
visited another house whers we found two young ladies who grati-
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fied us wilh some music, necompanying themselves on the guitar
'The songs wore all natioual, and so peculiarly plaintive that I
gould almost imagine it a dirge over their unfortunate and dis-
treeted countey. ‘Thers nre no pianes here, aad na ltalian
rousic ; refincmont in that respect as well ns some others hay
marched through San Luis, on its way to Mendoza, withont halt-
ing, 'Ihe standard cause of complaint among the Indies here as
elsewhere in tho Argeutine PPravinces, is want of hearr ; war, and
ita attondant proseription, and emigration, having thinaed off
the youhg men.  On this subject 1 obtained from my lady fricnds
stalisties upon which the reader nmy counfilently rely. In the
eily uf San Tauis, conkainming ane thousand inhabitants, there nree
only ten oligible young wen !  And ladies © ok ios ny muchas 1
which would cerlriuly wake it & somewhat desirable place to hang
up ono’s hat, as political cconomy teaches that commodities are
valued less in proportion to their inbrinsic valne than their scar-
city. At o lale hour wo returned whenee we had started with
our lady friends, and after hearing {rom them a song or two, T
retired to wy fonda with the pleasing conseionsnass of hoing ihle
Lo number nimong my acquaintances some of the Aewt Lon of San
Luis,

March 19 —Courier still delayed, which T resented by abusine
the Provincinl Government of San Luia mest heartily, withont
heeding  the warning shruga of my acqmaiutances.  Anatlier
atapid day in this staphl village. 1t was really too proveking,
and though quite ag patient s man as the patriarch Job, (see the
accounk given by s biographer,) T was annoyed exceedingly
with this additional delay and fear. 1 expressed my impationce
in 8 manner which was noither complimentary to San Luis, ils
governor, or its inhabitants. There was no remedy, howsvor,
but to murder the day by ealing, drinking, smoking, nud the
oterval sieste, which lasts longer in this eity than in others which
Lbaye visited duing my journeys, Captain Marryate definioz
the word siesta in onc of his novcls, speaks of it as a short nap
after dinacr, and makes the difference betweon a sicdda and a
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B100z3 ta consist in tho first being & nap cnjoyed by the rich or
refincd, and the latier that of a poor man.  As o sieste I3 takéd
in San Luis, the word snooze or nap will hy no menua givo a fair
and correct idea of the Juxury, for instead of throwing oneself
carclessly down to cateh a fow moments’ refteshing ropose, beds
are browght out into the most airy situations, clothes are taken
ofl, houses and stoves are elosed, and for some three hours tha
whole cily i like one of the dead. Iven dags, cats, horned
caltle, awd hovses, scem to take the infeclion, and doze nway
quictly the warnmer honrs of the dag,  In San {uis, during sietla,
the only sign of animal aclivity is displayed by those incorrigiblo
dowmastio tormentors, the house-flies; and T prayed at tines most

heartily that the vod of Somnns might bewitch them alse -inlg:
tie universal lothargy.  Afier the world in San Tuis had awak-

encd Fron their sieste of thic altercoon, wy friend Mendoza tha
Covdavess eamg 1o invite me to a fertuliz to bo givea by the
relatives of the ladies with whom we hal passeel the provinus
eveting ; an invitation net th be refluseld, 2t iny acceptance wauld
serve not only ta while away the tedions howrs of my stay, hat
would also give me a still better insight into the state of socicty
in Lhis primitive little eity.

+ Upon our arvival at the houze, which was a short distanee out
of town, we found the party, which ¢onristed of aome twenty-four
or thirty wamen, and aboub half as many wmen, assembled, and
reccived, not only from the host and hostess, et from the puests
generally, o cordial welcome.  The young men present belonged
cither to the truy ar national guard, and wero all dressed in tod
jackets and white trowsers, which gave a lively air to tho assen-
blage. Contrary to what would be the custom in our own conti-
try, this gayety of apparel was confined cxelusively to the sternor
sex, ny o more phinly and indeed worse-dressed sol of women 1
have never met clsewliere.  The mantin-mukers, fike the inusi-
ciung, on their way to Mendoza had evidently made no tarry in
San T.uis. Though not accusiomed generally to observe very
olosely the raiment of the fair sex, and stll less—heaven foro-
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fond—to orilicisn, there was semething irresistibly comic in the
short waists and consequently long skirts, the round shoulders
and flat chests, in producing which there was evidently some me-
chanieal agency. Their whole appearnace suggested the idea of
a slag dance, and the impression that the ladies wepe 30 many
troopers in disguise; and more than once I found myscif instinc-
lively irying to cateh a glimpse of their feot, expecting, perchance,
to ace n boot and spur beneath theiv long skirts,  Wherever it has
been my fortune to wander, I have never found wome less grace-
fully dressed, except, perhaps, among the Sandwich Islanders, who
havo abandoned their native costume and adepted the Furopean,
Awong the wlola coimpany nssembled, there wore mo  beauties,
and very fuw who conld ho even called good-looking, Some fow
paits of fino eyes; but that was all, and my kind chaperons of the
provious evening, though thoy did not by any means laok se well
in the bright glare of the tallow eandies ag they had done ia the
dim twilight in which 1 bad before viewed them, were by odds
the prettiest women in the house. As a stranger ! was kindly
received and the lion of the evening, the men individually and
eollcolively insisting upon pledging me in cana, while same of the
damsels—the proposition having originatled with the other sex—
offered to indoctrinate me into the mysteries-of a minuet and the
mazes of the waltz. The music was a guitar, frequently accom-
panicd by the voico, while the dances consisted of minmuets, in
capital koeping, by the way, with the short waists and long skirts,
sontra dances, waltzes, nnd ocoasionally the national Sama Cueca
and the Gato (ent.) In dancing tho latter, castancts were fre-
queatly imitated by the fingers, and added not a little to the exs
hilaration of the amusement. Hetwoen cach dance the men gen-
orally indulged themselves in a little cana, which was invariably
ahared with the wninvited gnests vollested around the door, and

enjoying an outside viow of the festivity.

As it began to wax late, | thought the effeats of the cana be-

vame somewhat obvioua, not to intoxication, but to exhiaration ;
and bofore breaking "p, some ono proposed the dance of the
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vicjas, (the old women,) and with & shout each man jumped for-
ward, and sclected a8 a partner the oldost woman he could flnd,
the older in such case the heiter. ¥or somo minutes it was ohe
of the most diverting scenes T have witsessed, nnd though some
resisted stoutly, especially those whoiwero vary fat, the musio was
loudly called for amid shouts of Jaughter, and aftor another at-
tempt lo cscape, in which, howover, nono were successful, up
struek the guitar, accompanied by the voices of nearly all the
young men in the room, off wend the persceuted old iadies, who
langhing at cach other's anbies, snon forgnt tho compnlsion, anid
capcred away with as liearty a good will as il it were not nan

amusement which they bad abandoned some thirty or forty yoars
before. -

This dance, ond accompanying jests, finished the evenlng’s
nmusements, and we sct oot for home, the ladies boing escorted
by the gentlemen in a mass te their domiciles, and preoeded by
fomale servants with lwterns,  On our way [ was eutertained by
o long dissertation from the ladies upon the gencval want of gay-
ety in San Luis, which wae atbributed, by them, to the charnoter
of the governor, who hield all kingds of festivity in utter avorsion.
The men prudently said liile, although they deubtless aecorded
in the views of the other sex, thus showing that in this country,
as in many others, there is a greater license for the fomale tongue
than the male. -

March 20.——Still delayed by the Governor. Breakfasted, dined,
and took a siesta, the only eccurrenes worthy of nots bolng that
of having breakfsted on some fresh sh which were brought
during the aight from the Revedera, a lake some tweuty-five
lengues south of San ILuis. At dusk, the avriesl of a traveller
with o peon nad baggage mule, hrokoe inte the ordinary routine of
the fonde. The influeunce of provineialism is very great, as even
1 felt same curiosity to kuow who he might bo, and for the attain-
ment of information upon the subject, [ sent for the Major Domo,
wlho was quite ag ignovant as myself.  Iie eould not be any great

things, however, was the sage remark of this personnge, »s he
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had little lugaage, and eome on wmoles Jittle larger than rals,
Awong all the arbiteary distinctions whicl society makes amongst
men, 1 had never before known o man's consequence to be
measured by the sine of hiz mule, although, T doubt net, itis
quile as rationn) ra many others mere in vogue,

March 21.-—=Witll no small satisfaction, 1 Iearned we woull
certainly leave on to-moarraw mworning, as independent of beiog
perfectly bored ity my profracted residence in a small town,
was somowhat fearful that I micht arrive in Liio too late to muect
the * Lexington.”  After breakfast, the Major Doma informed me
that wy fellow traveller wag a Pole, and o fire-king, who had
eome to San Lais for the purpose of giving its inhiabitants an
exhibition of his powers in that line, a4, also, in feats of strengih.
Liearning that lie &poke jf]ng]i.t:h, and being a fire king, moreover,
myself, | determined to eall npan him and Jearn how he had wan-
dered inte this remole region, and what wag the course af travel
e had marked eut for the future. I found him a man very like
those of his adveniurcus class, all the world over, and really fulb
my heart warm toward him, when I learned that he had not
only pasraid several years in the United Stales, but had cven in
the course of his wanderings passed some days in my own little
towsn, Springficld, Olio. ¥

Commuuity of languaga in a strango country soon makes men
singularly confidential ; and hefore we bad been acquainied an
hour, bie informed me that his finasees were at dead low water
wark ; in faet, that he had nnt ene real in the world, and that he
owed, beside, an ounce to the pron, who had brought him and his
geanty baggage from San Juan. T gave Lim suflicient money to
relieve Mis immediate and pressing necessities, when he Jeftme to
ask pernission from the Governor to perform in the eity. In
the evening, abont dusk, I again et him, and, althongl, lie had
obtained the necessary permission, he was iy no means sangnine
of suceess ; and having catered into soneo abstruse mathewatical

* On shores unknown, in distant worlds, how sweet
The kindred {engue, the kindred face to meetewLusiav, Dook 7,

F
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esleulations upon the subject, had arriced at tha conclusion that
the population of San Lauis was insuflicient to pay the nodebsary
expenses of the cntertainment, and liquidato the etpenses
already incarred. The truth of his premiscs I could not deny,
and having received his solemn assurance that he could ride wall,
was bardy, and accustomed to fatigue, offered to pay his labili-
ties, and take him with me to Buenos Ayres, where he rosured
me that a single perfornzance would enable him to return the
noney, or, indeed, that he eould obtain an adeaneo from tho
manager of the theatre,  As it was now dark, and our time lim-
ited, T stopped his protestations of gratitude, and making him
accompany me, ealled in person upon the Governor, an ignorant,
good-naturcd old man, and usked him as a favour, that 4 pass-
port should he expedited, which he, aller somp abortive altdmpts
| at & joke upon the profession of my protegd, ordered tho Seore-

tary of Statc to make ont, TFor tlds, coming ag it did directly

from head-quarters, no charge was made, but, unfortunhtely,
. while ib was being written, the Administrador of the Correo
| (postal establishment) eame ju and claimed his bonus of & quarter,
of an ounte for the privilege of travelling post.  As I had not
been abliged to pay this enm, T made some ohjections, and even
attempted to awaken the dormant generosity of the official, By in-
forming him of the fire king’s want of finances, in which | was sig-
nalty unsncecssful, as he anderstood perfootly, that if no had no
moncy 1 would he obliged to pay; and looking upon mé as 8 fool
quite willing te part with my money, had no intention of loAing
Iis share. T next visited wy friend and eompanion, Don Anto-
nie, informing Lim that I had tsken a new teavelling companion,
whose food and horse bire T would pay for, while | trusted to his
liborality toward a destitule man in a strange country, to mhka
e oharge for the privilege of aceompanying him on tho journey.
e conceded with a very had grace ; and with divers ominans
shrugs and shakes of the head, declared that 1 was only too kind-
hearted, and would he eertain to ho inyposed upon, ‘As, however,
I was a good eustomer, had paid liherally down on the nail, was
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a tolerably good compnnion on the road, aed owned two very
fino blankots of which he held n sort of prospactive possession,
ho could not well refuse, but gave his consent undor a formal
profest, which be put on the ground of regard for my interests,
and not his own, though, I presume, the latter were tlose
which were most closely considered. Iivery thing now baeing
arranged for an early departure, I roturued to the fonda, and
after paying the pron who had brought my pretegé to this place,
called for my own bill with a gusto which shewed, how much
rejoiced | was to move my head-quarters from his respectable bab
quiet city. The keeper of the fenda, however, appeared deter-
mined, also, to share in the plaudor of the * Gringo,” and upen
giving in his bill mado divera charges for imaginary arlieles, for
which T briefly told him that I would not pay ove siugle quar-
iille. 1le also charged me for board at the rato of one dollara
day, while the regulor prieo was seventy-five ecnts, o fact lo
which lhe Pole ealled my attention, and uvpon enquiry as to the
reason of this differenco between the latier and myself, there not
baving been tho slightest differcnco ir our fare or rooms, he
informed me that his charges were conforme—caonfarmabie—io
the rank and position of the individual, and that ho could not
think of charging o geotleman who travelled post, only the samo
priao that he exacted from a wandering mounntobank who rode en
little rats of mules, and they hired at that, Not feeling in the
most amiable mood, I refused to recognize the force of this logia,
although tolerably well acoustomed to its practice in my intor-
oourse with tailors and others in iy own country. 1 waaresalute
in " cutling the account,” as the Chinese enll it, atid generously
paid him the differenca in advice, with whieh, to tell the truth, I
interidrded an occssional good old Avglo-Saxon imprecation, by
way of relieving my mind.

The annoyauces and responsibilities of tho day having termi-
nated, 1 retired to wy bed, advising the Palo to follow my exam-
ple, which, however, ho did not sec fit to do so, a8 T learned in
the morning that ho had apent the nightia the profitable employ-

[ e
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ment of gambling with the peon, which eonvitced md thit ha

bad eithor deceived o, at Geat, ns to tho amount of his funds,

or that in collusion with the pean, he had deocived me as to the

smount due to the latter. The prospects wero cortainly not ada-

picious, but my only chance to have my mnuoy roturned was to

contiaue my proteotion, and, if possible, get him to Buonos
Ayres,




CHUAPTER XVL .
A GALLOF ACROSE THE DPAMPAS.

Muarch 22.—Soon after daylight, T was called by the courier,
who had brought up the horses, and svon after the ¥ire-King cn-
lorad with an expression of countenaneo which indicated a sleep-
leks night, with an nccompaninment of some potent excitenent,
cither that of gambling or cana, and probably both.” T was now
“Ih for it, however, and concealing my annoyance, quictly mounted
iny horse, affecting not to observe the knowing winka of Don An-
tanio, who rcjoicing in his sitparior ssgacily, was now onjoying a
triumph over his extonsively travelled and better edueated, but
credulovs compaiere, 1t i3 thus, too frequently, that eredulons
liborality is taade the butt of a pretended sagacity which has its
origin in an inirinsic waut of noble sentineuts ; yet a porson im-
pored vpon, hig philosophy and better econvietions to the contrary
notwithstanding, focls alivost as mueh mortification at the ridicole
which may result from his amiable credulity, as if he were 2e-
cused of o dishonoralde action.

Such was ths tenor of my thoughts, and such my feelings as |
avoided the furlive und sly glagees of Anlonio and the postilion
while riding (hrough the yet deserted strects of San Yuis.  Vor
a mile or two, the ground was somewhat broken and covered wilh
brushes, but after erosring a stream of clear waber, which had its
origin i Ihe mouniaing, now closa to us on our left, we energed
into the open plains, where Tagain heard the cheering ery,\f* Fuego
al Campo,” and in Lhe excitement attendant on being onee more

]
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o my way, at a vapid gallop, soon forgot my vexation, and could
simost forgive Antanio and the mountebank all the anvoyatces
which they had caused me.  Qur pace was sefficiently rapid, dbd
I'saw plainly that the fwrsamanship of the latter was under fest,
s circumstance which 1 regretted the less as T felt that i€ unable
to proceed, the sooner I became aware of it the betier. A fow
leagues only brought him some miles behind, and at abont half-
way to the next stage, swe wore obliged to stop and await bis com-
ing up, which he did eventually, tolerably well blown, and in no
very agreeable humour.  We did not give him much timo to
rest, bub warning him that e must keep up, set off again, the
‘rosh of us airiving at the end of our stage about 11 o’clack, he
being out of sight astern. Determining to givo him & ohance 6
reeuperate, we ovdered breakfast, and awaited bis arrival, which,
at length, took place, when wo found him nearly dead beal, dnd
ib & most captious mood at the results of his attempis to ride
post.  Liike all persons similarly cirenmstanced, ho wished to put
the blame upon any one but hiwsclf, and wns lond in hid invhe-
tives against the horse, the postllion, and Don Antonio, whom lé
bad obscrved locked vgon hiur with na purtinl eye:  Ile deatnfed
at once his inability to proceed, and threw himself doggedly on
the floor of thic hut, and in reply to my question whether he had
not assured e that he could ride, nnswered pettishly that so he
could ; but what wan in kis soher senses ever heard of travelling
Biteen leagues ab o gallop?  VWor his comfort 1 hinted thal dlb-
pensing with liis axcesses of last night, he would havo been frostér
this morning, and that we would give him some three or four
hone’s rest, 18 we bad only one moro stage of sino leagues to make
before sloeping, but that if be wore not ready to depart at that
ime, T would feave him where e then was and give mysell ho
farll.cr coneern about him. Tlie latter hint wns not without fes
ffoct, and after about four hem’s vest, during swhich Don A and
myself hnd our usual siestas, and one breakfast of casnela, which
ho refused to partake, he sunouneed himscll, though certainly
wb in the wost eheerful manoer, as ready for the next stage.
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Thao post at which wo stopped was that of Rie Quinto, so catled
from o olear and pleasant stream of good water which flowed nesr
it, after passing which, and filling our chifres in anticipation of -
soma nine leagues without that neeessary heverage, we ascended
n swell in the I'ampa, from which looking over s flat, and appa. !
rently perfectly level plain, we obtained a view of the mountain
of Sau Jose do Moro, which was to be the terminus of our day’s
journey. We were now in o portion of country subject to the
“ rnida® or forays of the mounted Indians, where it was neces-
gary to keep a bright look out during the day, and by no means
pafe to sloep, except in the mud forts which protect the greater
numbor of the post housea. In the morning the courier had ad-
vised me of the probable danger, as the savages were known to
be in the vicinity of the settlements, having made a deseent in |
this immediate neighbourhood some two weeks before, and asked
nie to notify bim af cvory living object whioh I 1aight, with my !
ruperior powers of vision, discover on the horizm. Ile also cn -

Jightoned me as wo galloped along, npon some of his hair-breadth

eacapes, which might perhaps-have produced some anxiety, had

the narration taken place at night ; bul who could feel fear in the

broad Jight of heaven, with a gond horse, a pair of good pistols,

snd a visible horizon of several miles? When Indians are dis-

covered in the plains, the probabilities of escape depends upon

the ficetnerr of ihie horres, as the traveller attemipts to reach Um

nearest town or post house, where if the latter be walled, as is -
gonerally the cnse, ho i3 comparatively safe. Suppose wa are:
surprised or overtaken, was iy very nalural enquiry of Don An-;
tonin, We will be killed if wo rasist. And if we do not, how |
then? We will also be killed; as these Indians seldom eave any

exeept women, who are carried off as prisonors.  To my surprise |
Y learned that resistauce wag rare, and that when cseape was im- |
possiblo, it was tiic custom to say their prayers, if timo were |
allowed, and bo butchered peaceably. Now this is all very well
for the Spanish and their descendants, ns they stand hasging,
ghooting, garroting, and huving their throats cut, with a resigns-

- - I R N T T
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fiou and ealmness exceeding thak of all other nations, divilized or
vage, but it did not, T confess, 9o fully aecord with my Anglo:
W Ssxon temperament and views. Tl lime for prayers I was will-
B ing to merga, and ikforned Don Antonio that though willing i

B save my life by abandening my property, I had no idea of losing
both without resistance, aud supported my inlentions 30 eloquently
ibat he agreed to my propasition, and it wae solomuly compacted
& between us, the campact being ratified by shaking hands at fall
o gallop, that we shanld sell our hives as dearly ag possible, ond not
B in concert for the attainment of this end.  As the postilion only
@l accompaniedms from post to post it would lravo boen nacless to
W bave included him in our arrangement, and lo my proponilion
ll that we should extend it to the Pole, Don Antonio cxpressed so
little confidence in his courage ot conduct, that [ too abandoned
j he iden.  That in cnse of nccesaity tho old man would have fut-
flled his part of tha compact, [ have no doubt ; and if before our
eonversation ho would have nllowed himsell to bo quistly butch-
ered, it would not hnvo been for want of physical oourage, bui
because it was the “ costumbre del pais,” custom of tho ocouniry.
W 1t was abont an hour after dark when wo arrived at tho litile vil-
B bgo ov fort, at the foot of the mouniain of San Joso de Moro,
B vhose name it bears, and as there was n niud fort and garvigon of
¥ somg two hundred soldiers to keep the Indians in check, we folt
perfectly scouro 5 ond after satisfying our hunger on some bzef
# hastily roasted on the embers, we mado our beds in the open nir
io front of the post house, and were soon oblivious to all danger
from Indians, and all the inconvenicnces of tho road.

Tho Pole, though esmplainiug, had borne the nftersoon ride
better than [ liad anticipated, and having now brought him aome

seventy-two miles nnder wafavourable cireamstancos, I anticipated
oo difficutty in couveying him to Buenos Ayres.
Marck 23 —At an eatly bour the indefatigable Don Antonio
roused me fromn my p\o.‘l._-mnt, slnmbers to enjoy my mattd ; but
delayed, a3 it appeared to we, unnecessanly, the honr of starting,

In angwer to my queries on this subject, he ackuowledged himsalf
12
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averse to leaving the post until the night patrol of eavalry had
returned 1o report the Pamprs clear of Indinng, whe ja South as
well ns North America, faithful to their tactics or inslinct, gene-
rally make their ntiacks about daylight, when civilized 2ud en-
lightened men in all countries are generally enjoying their sound-
cet repose.  Anxious to proceed when once aroused, I prevailed
upon him to saddle up, and at carly daylight, mounted on spirited
nnd fresh horses, we gallapped ank of the village of San Jose do
Moxo heforo the corneds of the garrison had sounded the revedle,
The next stage being but seven leagnes, we did not spare our
horaca; and ot an hour slill early, as compared with my habits
n8 I transeribe this narralive, avrived at the poat of Portozuclo,
50 called from the fact that at this point the road tends through
n very narrow valley, hounided on each side by hills of wmoderate
hoight, through whioh the rock cropped out over the thin atratum
of goil which partially covered it.  On our way we et several
lancers, who were slowly returning from the post which they had
ooecupicd aa videttes during the night, to wateh against a sudden
attack from the Indians, whose recent visit had caused an unusual
vigilanco on {he port of the garrison.

While changing horses we conversed with several grackos and
their wives and daughters, who for some reason bhad thus emly
collected at this post, and the conduct of the former having been
so frienily in nssisting lo seleot and saddle my horse, I woull
have returned their hospitality by *f entreating them kindly”
theough the medium of wmy cdhifre of Agunrdiente, had not the
prudent Antonio with that knowing wink common to all lan-
gunges, reminded mo that we ware already on the confines of the
province of Cordova, which in excrcise of its nutharity, as a sover-
cign and independent state, {the only instance of its cxercise
which ever eame under my notico) had prohibited the sale of
spirila within ita borders,

So mounting my horse with o Vaganse con Dios, sefiores,* my
blessing, [ departed with the full Tocomotive energies of a fresh
Lorse, thongh T doubt me greatly whether with such eordial good

* {od be with you, gentleen,
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wishes from the party, a3 if T had earried my first intention lots
effeet, and given them a spiritual, instead of a verbal blessing.
: A shmt distavce of stony road, an anlique rancie, which bad
tl been descrted on account of danger from Indians, and & stnall
rivadet of good fresh water, alone marked tho transition from tho
independent Federated Provinee of San Luia to that of Cordava.
The village of Achivas was distant from Portozuelo about five
lengnes, and the heat was already great before we reached its
neighbonrhood, where we exchanged our horses in a fino gardon
filled with fruit trees, and cooled by a small steenm which irri-
gated it

The family to whana this charming shady retreat and the ad-
Y jeining ruioed hut belonged, were present in the garden to aollect
tho fruit, though fear of tle Indiang prevented their remuining
§ lhere during the night.  Having refreshed oursclves with a break-
4§ fast of milk, fruit, and ehoese, and saddled up our now horaes,
§ we set out, and in a few ieinutes arrived at the village of Achiras,
8 ourious place after jts kind, and eriting at lenst & curtory de-
g soription. Tt consinted of some fifly or sixty habitations built of
R clay, not whilewashed, avd surrounded by a wall of the same
B matorial, about twelve feet high, The streets were st right
% ingles, and being unusually free from the incursions of the uu-
¥ clean beast and the dog, were comparatively clean and well kept.
¥ Tho wall which surrounded this snug and isolated. village was
§ built, as nearly as I could estimate, on n squarc; and aa tha
houses rose a little above it, performed an important part in git-
itg charactor to the vitlage. A buge wooden gato fronting the
tond would have been balied had it been evening, whon the inha-
bitants of Achiras, fecling within their adebe walls » security
sgainst tho predatory savago, who frequantly ranges their plains,
ctn peacefully smoke their eigaritos, driuk their matte, and enjoy
each other’s socicly.

It was in thig small village ihat my friend, the Ameriean printer,
Y wlom I enconntered in 8an Luis, had marvied. 1 availed mysel{
} of the requaintance to visit the honse, and hund, that thongh the
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bride and ber sister wevo not particularly boautifal, everything §
pleasing or_desirable had been romoved from the domicile,  As [
gat for 4 minute on an earthern seat, which the ingenuity of the

architeot had construebed in o corner, and peeved curiously
through tho darkness at the bareness of the mud walls without
orntment, the mud floors without covering, the rooms ganerally
more itnocent of [urniture than dirt, my thoughts recurred to the
boasts oinde by my friend of nis aucieni Kunickerboeker origin,
and wondered what would he the imprassions of his thrifty and
tidy mamma, Der Goole I'rare, could she see the hovel from
which he bad chosen his wife. 1Towever, simifia similibus cu-
rantuy, aml he will duulitless be cured of all disagrecahite remem-
brances by keeping a house of his own in the same negligé and
untidy manner; for,as I have before had occasion to remark, our
countrymen sbroad rapidly assimilate thenselves to the customs
of tho country which they inhait.

A ten minutes” siny sufliced mo; and [ agzin mounted and
pursucd my journey, though ill at ease from thao combined efieets

of the milk, joltinz on thorseback, and the heat of the sun. [ -

shrewdly suspected that the unusual weight upon my stomach,
sud heaviness of bead, was produced by the milk under this
churning process, having always been tuld as a boy that bulter
was wahealthy, Changing borscs at Darranquita ojo de Aqua,
and Arroyita do Lagunitas, we arrived about 9 p.ar. in the city
of Rio Quarle, having travelled some vinely-six miles since our
departure from Mono. Upon reaching the post-house, we were
obliged to assist the Dole to dismount, he baving almost entirely
last the use of his limbe from riding. Ax the evening approached
his denunciations and groans became loudor and deeper, antil his
only ambition was to reach the end of the stage, after whicl he

ipvoked the devil to fly away with him if he ever undertook to

rido post again with a crazy conrier and a lkair-brained naval
afficer, who had neither of them the fear of God or a proper ro-
speet for the comfort and safety of their own linbs before their
cyen.  Neithor were we unwilling ta part company, baving afready

gt
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i found him to be a decided incubus. Upon cntering the prinoipal

room ia the post-house, wo fouud it alveady oscupled by ssveral
travellers, who were laudably comforting themsslves with boef and
brandy aftor the fatizues of the day ; one, who immediately re-
cognized me, was the Basque whem [ had wmet at St. Louis, and
who had proved, as I anticipated, the dupe of the designing Ger-

1 man in whose company I et him ; the latter having suddenly
| decamped with two of his horses, and leaving sundry small debis

for board and advances of money unpaid. Room was speedily

{ and courteously made for mo at the table, where I found myself
14 eheck by jowl” with an American mechanis, who, after passing
| several years in Buenos Ayres, was incited by the desire to

better his fortune by secking El Dorade af the nineteenth ocen-
tary, which had suddenly become » portion of his own country,
The evening passed in eheerful conversalion, when my countbry-
wan and myself sproad out our saddlo clothes and ponchos, so ab
to form a double bed ; hnd thanks to our loug ride and freedom

{ from care, soon fell asleep, notwithstanding tho trumpeting of
} the dozen persons, who conjoiatly with us occupied the apartment,
{ and the piteous groaning of the Pole, who, with tho versalility of
J his nation, was bittarly cursing his fate, pressing into service

with that object all the expletives known to modern Kuropean
languages, _
March 24.—aving a letter of introduction to an Englishman

.who kept o small store in Rio Quarto, I determined to deliver it,

in order to cffeet sowe arrangement by which to dispatoh my
Pole to Cordeva, where his feats of strength and faculties for
eating fire might enable him to recruit bis finances. The arrpoge- |
ment was speedily effeoted, as the distance to Cordova was not
great, and I took a pagsage for him in an ox-cart, giving him dlso
& sufficiency of money to pay lis expenses during the journey.®
# Tt is scavecly necessary 10 remark that the same two-and-g half cunces
which [ expended for the *“ distressed Fole,” was not paid to the Ameriean
eonsul according to promise. It is, however, a satisfactory reflection that 1

was neither the first, or by any means the last person imposed upon by un-
fortonate individuals of that pecnliarly unforinnate Sclavonic race
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1n the public &quaro were rome eavaley, practicing with broad-
sword, in which they displayed no great skill. T'he garrison of
tho place is about six hundred, and the population some two
thousand souls.  After breakfast the band of the battalion cane
to the door of our fonda, and saluted us with a fow wild and
noiry nirs adapted to Uicir justrwments, which were trumpets
‘withoul keys.  Their object was attained, ns on the same princi-
ple that wo pay organ grinders, our trumpeters were liberally
bought of. By virtue of rome private arrangement with Don
Antanio, the Basque now joined gur party, and continued with us
to Buenos Ayres.  Ataboat 11 A.m., taking leave of my coun-
tryman, who wished to reach Achiras that evering, and our
¢t devand companion, the Pole, who forced me to go {hrough the
superflusus {ormality of taking a receipt for the moncy 1 had
ndvanced Lo him, we set out on our journey, and sfter riding nearly
one hundred miles, stopped short of the post-house of Tres
Oruoces, whero wo intended to bave stopped, and turnipg int from
the raad, slept outsido of o hut, which was known to the
poatilion.

PR S
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CHAPTER XVII,
THE DAMIAS.

Fon divers reasons mast satisfactory to mysclf, I Lave deter-
mined, at this point, to conclude my itinerary narrative ; firstly,
becanse I cannot hope that its continuance would parti¢hlarly
interest any amisble or credulous person, who through kindly
feeling toward the author, or vaguo hopo of cbisining amusembrt
or valuable information, may be tempted to the peruasl of niy
production. Secondly, because having given sn adeovnt of tl:
modo of travel in the plains, apd o cursory sketeh of their inhiab-
itants, there is little of interest to add, as I have becu always
the most unfortunate among travellers in (reedom from adventu -
rous and startling incidents ; and thirdly, becanse I havo lost the
scanty notes which I made ab the time, and, although, I have a
list of tho post housges, upon examination: cannot make them
quadrafe, as a nolorious naval commander of my acqukintande
once expressed i, with my own recollections. In general terms,
therefore, I will in this chapter give n succinot aceouut of the
Panipas, and the remainder of my journey across ihem. _

Passing from the province of Cordova, wo entored Santa I°¢,
where ns danger existed from the Indians, wesslopt, whenever it
was possible, at o fortified post houso. The defensive arrange-
ments of these establishments mevitsspecial notice from their singu-
lIarity.  The house being in the centre of a square, is sarrounded
by a ditel, inside of which is planted, one, two, and somctimes

hiree rows of enclus, which forms n protection against the foraging
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savages, who will vever diswount from their harses to remove
any formidable obstacle. The square i3 approached by a draw-
bridgo, while the house supplied with loop holes, avertopping the
wall of cacfus, cmbles the iubabitants te fire upon the assailants,
"T'hua the Indians are generally repelled in their attack upon any
fortified house, and their succesaful altacks are penerally made
on isolated houser, which are not defended by either walis of un
burnt biicke, or cactus. The next day, after leaving Rio
Quarte, we breakfasted at [Fraile Muerto, » town of some two
thousand ivhabitants. On the same aflcrnoon, we met the
government courier on his way to the Westward, who juformed
mo thal a post carriage was following behiad, conlaining & Bra-
gilian and Frenchman. The Brazilian, T was informed, was a
Mr. Guimaracs, and Liaving an intimate friend, as well as very
ploasant casual acquaintanco of that name, near Rio de Janciro,
I had atrong Lopes that tha stranger might prove to be one or
the other. Wo quickened our pace, and instead of the short
gellop, which was our usual gait, indulged ourselves in a run, in
order tu conipeusats for our expected delay when we should meet
the atrangers. At length, in the distance, we saw the cloud of
dust whick almost invariably marks and distinguishes the post
coech, and ils four galloping horses, but before we met, I was
destined again {0 renew my acquaintance, much ngainst my will,
with our common wother narth, as my horse stumbling in a
Bizecache hole, upou recovering made the sudden leap peculiar to
guacho trained horses, to cscape the cruel rowels, which invaria-
bly punish o mislp of this kind. The projectile motion I was
almost niways prepared for while riding acioss the plains, and:
successfully resisted in this instance ; but quicker than thought, |
was [eft faco to heaven, and back to the sod, hy the unexpected
movement which succeeded it. My guache bridle, whase long
phited thong eerves also for a whip, served me well in this
emergency, as 1 stll retaived the end of it in my band, and
was thua enabled to secure my horse. Not having been hurt,
and anxious o aveid the sly raillery of my fiiend, Don Antonio,
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Iimmedialely attempled to rentount, but the saddle turning, I was
obliged to girt it afresh, and thus found myself somne wiles be-
hind my companions, whew I everlook by hard riding before we
met tHe roach, A knowing swmile aud remarlt upon my dusly
apparel, showed that T was diseovered, and Don Antonio would
never concede, altarward, that [ was exactly, what he called a
ginele, ov perfect horsemen, thongl he did me, perhaps, moro
than justice in infovming many persons in Buenos Ayres, after
our arrival, that he had never had s compasicro before, who was
nob & geache, who was so hardy ns his friend, Don Isas,

At Jength, the carriage drew up alongside of us,and, aithough
I had not the salisfaction of mecting the fricad I cxpected, T had
a pleasant conversation with a gentleman of Rio, wha ehared
with me wany agreeable acquainlances. Ho jnformed me,
that his friends had been very apprehensive for his safety in
making this journey, having heard much of the dangers from
Indians, and begged I would cali at a certain divection which he
gave me, and inform them of his safety, and of his having tra-
versed the most exposed Pyovince of St Té.  Although 1
alterward lost the address, by dint of inquiries at Rio, I found
the proper person, whose appreciation of this act of common
eivility, was evinced by divers acts of hospitality during my stay.
While conversing with Mr. G , 1 liad an opportunity of ax-
awining n Pampe ccack, the first T had seen, and which 1 would
ba glad to describe, were it nob utterly indescribable ; a dagnorra«
otype of one ought to make the exhibitor’s fortune in these
degencerate times ; aud failing in o description, I will leave the
filling up to the imagination of the reader, giving him a olue
by suggestinpg as n protolype, a vehiclo which might have
conveycd the family of the patriarch Noah to the ark, prior
to their embarkation. The harness was quite as primitive, drd
if simplicily and streagth be acknowledged to combine all neces-
sary qualifications, it was perfect. As regards the former, the
reader’s imagination will bo much assisted by a visit to Norfolk,

where the harness and acconbrements of the market carts i even
|
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an exaggeration of that of the Pampas ; bat shounld he have no
“other abject in view, T would not by any means comprontise my-
gelf by advising the Lrip, as [ fear greatly, that, however satis-
Tactory might be the result, as far as an clucidation of iy own
desoription i3 concerned, that the enfire result would not com-
pensate for the pains and time~employerd, unless he should be
paiticularly partial to waval officers, eysters, and Hag-fish. In
regard to atrength, nolike the Norlolk harness already alluded to,
tiere was no deficiency, as it was of green hide of the stoutest
Eind, but scenred in the loosest mannor to the cavringe, neither
reins, breast straps, or sirvetchers being used, while the fraces
wero #iugle pieces of bide rope secured to the saddlo of the pos-
tilion, who wiak required for cach horse in the absence of reins
and other appurtenances, lo which we are aceustomed in countrics
which have made greater progress in the mechanic arts.®
This mode of conveyance through the plains possesses advan-
tagea for thoss who are unaceustomed to viding on harseback, or
to the privalion of comforts by the way side, as many conveni-
ences not otherwise atainalile, in addition to bedding, which is
soldom found on tha road in South Amaerica, may be stowed in
Lthe earriage. It is, however, slower than riding post, though not
50 much 50 a8 might be expocted, as the horses are ridden at full
gallop, and changed ne frequently as those of the courier, while
the tima lost aL the post house in waitidl for horses is no greater,
a8 when onc is brought in from the plains it is as easy to bring
in one hundred.  The expense is much greater, bowever, as four
horses and ns many poslilions are required, who must be paid at
the rate of a single one.  Au upeet in 2 coach is a much more
proballe occurrence than a fall from a horse, iny own recent ex-
perience to the contrary notwithstanding, while there is danger
of attracting the Indinnas by the sight of the eloud of dust which
hangs over the roule of a post coach, Singlo horsemen make
little dust, and when in the viemity ef Indians, avoid that danger

¥ Sir Francis Head recominends this mode of larnessing for Light
Artillery,
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by keeping off the partially heaten tack, and riding on the grass.
After enclirmivg caeh otlicy with sush messages to tho shores of
the respective ocoans, as wighh be expoetad from men supposed
to be cbarked in & danecrons eunterprise, we took a Kindly leave
of gach other, anrd amid the spurring, enrsing, and yelling of the
postilions, whose waeoupled horses, at starting, expended their
force In every diroclion excopt the right one, our eourier shouted
his old cry, ¢ Fuago el Campo,’? and before the carriage had got
fairly under headway, we had galloped more than a wmile on our
joneney.  Sauta W8 in addition to the danger from Todians, is
afso subjrel to raing, which cansed us to Jose the greater part of
three days, as the eouvier, nobwithstanding my assurances that his
dispatchies were perfectly proteeted by my clothing, could not be
induced to tuke the read. In afl the provinees, immense numbers
of cattle were scon duily ; sud at thmes, particalarly in Santa ¥
and Buenoy Ayres, we rorde for miles ¢hrough herds of bornod
eattle anmd horses, extonding as far as the cye could reach in
every direetion. It was only after several days expericuce in
these two provinees that I began Lo realize the probability of a
statement which had been mado to we by s very tuballigent
Buenos Ayrian official, that in one year 10,000,000 of hides had
been exported from Buenos Ayres.  Considering that, according
fo the ccusus of 1840, the whole number of ecattlo in the United
States was uot greater than fifteen millione, this statemecnt
appears alinost incrediblo, but it did not appear 80 % me, after
srossing tho plaing ; and considering that the immenss number,
the milllong and millions of eattle which I saw from the raad,
were but a tithe of the vast number contained in these extandod

{ pasturos.  The amourt of gane which I saw was not equal to

my expectations. Ibis bree 1 saw inany docr and ostriches, bus

J not. so many as T expected; whoreas, in smalier gamo, such ng
T haves and pavtridges, it (el iufinitely short of the Dlatean of
§ Brazil, Tho mosb level of the Provinces which T bravorsad waa

Buenos Ayres, and after that Santa I8, bat T saw nowhare the
dead sen lavel which has heen dusaribed Dy some travellsrs and
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geographers.  Tn the Iatler provinces, aml as we appraached the
Atlantie, a great improvement was observahle in the labitations,
and much more refinement amone the peopla. Thuring the last
day's journcy, we even found some fumilics wha vesisled  slter-
nately in the city. We passed through the towns of Avecn,
Arricifiv, and  Luxan, noue of which merit espeeial mentien,
vien il wmy opportunities had been sufficient.  The number of
ox trains which arc wet on the plains are very considerable, as
may be imagined, when it is considered that by auch conveyance
all the commerce of the plains and interiov cities is eonducted,
The carts are extrensely rdde in their construclion, being eom-
posed of a body, (ongue, and two solid wooden wheels.  Iittle or
no iron is used in their eonstruction, all bands being composed of
green hide, which, pat on wet, hy contraction beeones nearly as
strong and hard as wetal.  The covers are straw and green hide,
and occasionally canvas. The teams comsist of six pairs, the
yokea being invariably gecured to the head and Lornsof the ani-
male.  Suspended from the roof of the earl is a long pole reach-
ing to tho leading yoke, through which projects & spike, by
which the oxen are goaded according fo necessity ar the caprice
of tho driver. A secand spike within ihe ficst, is adapted ta the
necessities of tho second yoke, while a short hand goad is used
for inciting those attached Lo the tongue. The number of earts
in n troop, is generally lwelve, and as they never grease the
wooden nxles, or the inner circumference of the wooden wheels,

tho sounds produced are anything but musical, and by no means

an agreeablo accompanimcat to & long march on a suinmer day.
This ereaking sound is heard at a very great distance, and points

out their position to the Indians, who generally make their forags |

at mghl or emly in the norning, when tho ox-carts commence
their journey. ‘These trains are tho prineipal objects of their
attack, as thoso which are Dound inland are loaded with sueh
merchandiss as they cansider most valuable, and henee it is, that

the traveller who may bo on horseback, if acquainted with the |

fact, always avoids passing the night in their vieinity.

—

- —
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1 remember one night 2t the post honse of Cabeza del Ligre,
where T had ipsisted on stopping agninst the maturer judgment
of Den Antonzio, for whal 1 coulit not but eonsider scversl valid
reasons—that it was lIate ot night—that wo were tirnd—thal o
substantial supper was in preparation, and nsarly veady, and that
there wag amonz the members of the houschold a paie of pretty
seiorilas~—that my companion went to bed growling bitterly,
hecanse of a train of ox-carts which he assured wa would
hring the Indians down upon us before morving. 1 slept, however,
nouie the less soundly on account of his predictions, haviag de-
termived to tiust to Inek or destiny, which has befriended me
often before and sibee.  In all y journeys across the plains, I
scldom slept in a lrouse, although immediately in their vicinity,
as 1 preferred the pure air and accommnodations afforded by my
own travelling bed, tothe closeness of the houscs, and the not
remote probability of my being thoreughly excorialed by ileas,
which in this conuiry attain a sise and ferocity which is really
formidable to the uninitisted.  The people of the country I found
tavariably kind aud courteous, and as a stranger I always had the
hest of everything which their humble habitations would afford,
even vhen thero was no seat in the rancho, save the solitary skall
of a bulloek that was the prerogative of the “ Gringe,” who had
also the first eut at tho roast beef when brought on a spit from
the embers, and was cntitled to the largest or the only spoon when
joining a party of perlaps half a dozon, in eating casucle out af
the same pot.

L nention these facts in justice to the guacho character, which
I do not ihink las been fairly described by either Sir Iiraneis
ITead, or by Darwin.® The foriner remarks that he always cocked
his pistols when ho met guachos.  Whereas, T ns invariably had
my ** chifres” uvuslung, and prepared o give them » driok and
ellat with them upon the character of the vond shead, and tho
weaith and resources of the swrounding country. The difference,

* ‘The monlaiicres or robhers, alluded to by former travellers, appeared
buve disappeared entirely, as 1 neither saw or heand of them.
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herbaps; may ho a national one.  Rir Franeis 1lead wios

Tnglishmay, aud T an American,

A general descriplion of these interesting plains will not be
inapprapriaic nor do T believe nnacceptahle to the veader.  The
fiest rogion, travelling from the westward, and embracing the
greater portion of the Provinee of Mendnaa, prodaces a growth
of low trees, or shrubs, amd a jong coarse grass.  During the
year there ix little apparent chauge, as the brees seldom Jose their
leaves, and the prass always preserves the dingy green Ly whick
it 19 charnetmizad i tomperate elimates.  The second region,
which oxtends pver St Lumis, Cordova, and Santa ¥é, and a
portion of Buonos Ayres, preduces a high grass, less coarse and
tatter adapted for pasturo than that which precedes it. The
third region, comprising a portion of Duenas Ayres, is the
most remarkable, and produces clover and thistles. “The changes
in vegelation in the year are marked and singular, but having
travoraed it at a time when the most curicus phicnnmena did not
present themselves, I will Lrapseribe for the benefit of iny readers
tho graplic doseription of Sir Ifraneis Ilead, which agrees
precisely with that which was given me Dby the matives of the
country, especiaily by my fricud and compaficre Don Antonio, the
courier. I might, it is true, give the rame doseription in lan-
gunge of iy own, but | have an inhereat respect for those who
ars first upon a ficld, as picncers of travel, and consider it
almost iu the light of a literary thefi to follow in the footsteps of
others, and by clothing the sawe fact or idea in difforent lnnguage,
escape the direet impulation of plagiarism and obtain eredit
under false pretences.  The intolligent reader will nat regrot my
conscientiousuess, as ther is ab tinies a rave beanty in the style
of this authar which T should in vain altempt Lo hnitate,

“The first region, or that Iying ncarest tho Atlantio,” says
Head, * varies with tho four seasous of the year in a most
remarkablo manner, In winter the leaves of the {histles are
large and luxariant, and the whole surface of the country hasthe
rough appearanca of a turnip fiehl.  The clover in this season ia
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pxtremely rich and strong, and the sight of the wild caltle grazing
in full liberty on such pasture is vevy beautiful,  Ju spring the
clover has vanishad, the leaves of the thistley have oxtended
slong the grouwld, and the country still looks like a vough erop of
taruips. I less than @ month the eliange is most extraordinary ;
the whale region becomes o luxuviant wood of chormous thistles,
which have saddenly shot up to the height of ten or eleven feet,
anl are all in full bloow.  Tha road, ar path, 14 hemmed in on
hoth sides ; the view i3 complately obstructed 5 not an animal ix
to he scon; and the stews of the thistles arcso close to each
other, amd so strong, that mdependent of the prickles with which
they arc armed, they forin an impenctrable barrier.  The sudden
growth of these plants is quite astonishing ; and though it would
be 2o unusual misfortune in wilitary history, yot it is really possi-
Lie, that an invading arny, unaequainted with this country,
might be imprisoned by these thistles before they had time to
eseape from them. The summer is not over before the sceno
undergocs another rapid change. "The thistles suddenly loso -
their sap and verdure, their heads droop, the leaves shrink and
fude, the stcms become black and dead, and they remain raltling
with the brecze onn against another until the viclencs of tho
Dampero, o hurricanc, levels them to the ground, whero they
rapidly dovompose and disappear, the clover rushes up, and the
seene i3 again verdaut.”

The variation of climate is not very great.  In the region of
grass and trees the abmosphere is dry, in that of thistles and
clover it is iunist, while the middle region, or that of grass,
though generally dry, assumes thic charncieristics of tha thistle
region on its botders. This i3 peculiarly the case in Santa IF6,
where we wero detained a part of three days by raias, as had
been predicted by the eaurier even before we left St Tauis. The
climate is healthy although the dews are very heavy. Thore is
seldom a dead caln on the Pampas, and the breeze risesin the
afternoon similar to the sea breeze ou tropioal consts.
ff The Pampere, ag ils name indicates, is the characteristie wind,
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and blows wiolently across the plains from the Andes. Its
healthfal influence is measurably counterpoised by the prejudicial
effeets upon commerce, as the repablic possesses no goad ports.

Sir Francis [fead, who was caiployod in thess provinees as an
agent for reme English mining companies, at onae time crossed
the plaing fram Mendaza to Buenos Ayees in cight days, which i
the shortest time in which T have anthentic information of the
journey having been erformed. My own trapsit in twelve days,
was considered a fair average for the government courier, who
had eizhteen years’ experience on the reate; yet we were
detained by rain whea e wonld not travel, and stll longer by
having to wait at the post hanses till the horses could be corralled
and fassoed.  1lead, in speaking of travelling on the Pampas,
remarka, “ It is of courac & hard life; bub it is so delightfully
independent, and if one is in good riding condition, so rapid is
tho mode of travelling, that 1 have twice chosen it, and would
’lways prefer it ; but I recommend no cue te attempt it unlesa ho
ia it good hoalth and condition.  \When 1 first crossed the Pam-
pae 1 went with a carriage, and although T had been accustomed
to riding all my life, I could not at all rido with the peons, and after
grlloping Bive or six hours, was obliged to get into the carriage;
but after { had heen riding for threo or four months, and had
lived upon beef and water, I found myself in a condition which I
can only describe by saying, that I felf no cxertion could kill
me. Although I constantly arrived so completely exhausted
that I conld not speak, yet a few hours' sleep upon my saddle ou
the pround so completely restored me, that for a week I could be
upon my horse before sunrise, could ride till two or three hours
after sunset, and have really tired ten and twelve lorses a day.
Thia will explain the immense distancos which people in South
Awmerica ar¢ s3id to ride, which I am confident could only be
dono on beef and water,”

The Pampa Indians I waa so fortunate as nob tn mect, and
consequently cannet be expeeted to give a deseription of them.
Had [ met them, probably the resnlt wonld have been the same,
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as they seldam if ever allow nales who onee full into their power
to eseape. 1 cannol buelieve them to be very numerous, as their
regular roamine grownds are confined to » very limited region, bus
their predatory habits, the rapidity of their movements, and Lhe
uncertainty of the oljeet of theie attack, makes them extremely
formidable to the inhabituots, and excrcises an  important
influence upen the commerse of the plaing,  They nre in facl on
the plaing what the piratical ernisors were in former Hmes to the
commerce of the sens snd the unprotected coaste, whish is here
representad by the ox trains sl the frontior habitations.  As
piracy wag suppressed by the muplayment of men-of-war, equally
fast sailers, better manned ond armed, so must the piracy of
the plains be suppressed by light irregutar cavalry, who can
follow the Indians to their haunts and cxterminate them when
overtaken, and desbroying theic villages, killing their cattle, and
carrying off their women aud children as hostages, foree them
into the making and kecpiug of a treaty of peace. In certain
seasons of the year, when the grass does not have a distinot trail,
bloodkounds might bhe advantageously employed, and with
their assistunce, I feel assured that a very small force such as I
have suggested might soon put an end to the forays of these
savages, whose only merey, if it may be so called, is shown
toward the young and pretty women, whom they appropriate, and
whose incursions keep the whole fronticr and route to Mendoza
and Cordova in a constant stato of fear and cxcitemeut. ™

* Qur philantheephic progenitors would doubtless express themselves
horrified by such a proposition when it comes from an Awmerican, nolwith-
standing their own antecedents with the marconing negroes in Jamatiea, and
sven in lafer times, if we belicve Chambers’ paper on Australia and Van
Dieman’s tand. “Two humdred and forty (conviets} were at the penal
setllement of Port Arthur, on & barren peninsula connected with the main
by o narrow neck of laml.  Across this runs a fine of posts guarded by
snvage dogs, and seme soldicrs to prevent the escape of the culprits,  Never
theless, some do evade even the vigilanee of the brnle watchers; and we
have heatd of several men, who clothing themselves in the skins of kanga

roos, and imilating the motiens of Lhe animal, thus contrived lo escape.?
Chambers' Australic and e Dieman’s Tand, vol, v
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It is tho opinion of some writers, among whom ITead is the
moxt eonspicuons, tias the Tndians, with fire-arms, would exercise
an important political influrnco in South America, and that those
wha roam the I'mmpag, uniled with the warlike Araucanians, aml
mounted an the horres hrought to anpress their forefathers,
mighl rush from the cold region to whiel thry have heen driven,
with an irresistible fury, and trample under foot the descendants
of Europeans.  'Whis s an impassihle contingency.  The Pampa
Indiana niready have fire arms, which they lay aside for the
Innee, whieh for their purpeses is o more apprepriale weapon.
They never dismount during their forays, which ave made sud-
dealy, and they ave even cheeled by a house slightly fortified by
n liedge of eactus. Their ohject 13 to cscape [rom and not to
nitack bodies of armed men, and fire artws wonld render them
lews farmidable by impeding theie vapidity of movement. The
wlole munber of undomesticated Indians now in Sowth Ameriea,
in itz whole extent, would be too small to make them formidable
to the permanent rettlements.

Auy one nequainted with Indian character, will readily appre-
cisto the improbability of different tibes uniting for a common
cause; ns conliguily makes them, generally, more inimical to
cach other than to their common enemy, The Araucanians
derive their passive power from the position which they oceupy
in the fastnerses of the extreme south of the Chilinn territory ;
and, removed thence, they would cease to be formnidable ; more- -
over, they aro not horsemen, and would rather embarrass than
nsist the operations of the ampa Indians. As occurs with
many philosophical writers, Head attributes too great an influ-
coce to the effects ai' climate, when e anticipates a conquest of

1t is certainly n desizable ahject to tetain the comyiets within the Hmita
prescribed by the authorities.  Yet il is jncommnensurale with tle vbject lo
be attained by the inhabitanis of the Pampas and those employed in the
{ransporlation of merchandize.  With them, their life as well as propesly
depends ripon keeping within bounds the excarsions of the merciless and
ferocious savages.




TUE PAMPAS. 27

the existing eslablishments in Sonlh America, from tho ¢ colder
regions” of the south or north,

Irom a distance, the appearance of Buenos Ayres ia by no
g prepossessing, and  possesses noane of {ho  picturesque
hesuly of Sanliago, Lima, Rio de Janeivo, or, indeed, the great
majority of the Soolh American capitals,  After a long ride
through the city, T arvived at {he Ilote]l de Provence, whieh had
been highly recowmmended to we, and dismounting, hastened to

Lake el

Tion Antonio to nake his appearance at the Post Olfice, which

oxtract my bagrame from the mail bag, in ovder to allow wmy friend

he dared not do, with its coxisting contenls,  Auxious for hig
speady liberntion, as delay wight eompromise Iim, 1 took ne
heed of my own affuirs, and lhaving deposited my seanty ward-
yobe on a piazza, on au wner eowrt, I learned, upon enquiry, that
1 could not be accommodated with a room, ag the city was at
that timo extremely full of strangers.  Tho courier had made
his basty ndicux when tis disagreeable announeement was made
to me by a servant, and, considering that it was raining, and this
my first visit te the eity, my position was very far from being nn
coviable one; nnd, seeing a very pretly French wowan within,
whom I was informed was-—not wmine hestess—-but sle whom |
wished to ofiiciate in that capacity, I determined lo avail mysell
of the suppoesed greater susceptibility of the sex to pity, and
entreated that I might have a room, however unpretending.

It was utterly impossible—utterly-—she wished that Monsiear
tould only seo the extremes to which she herself was compellad
to xesort, in respeet to sleeping apartments, and he would be con-
vinced of the lmpossitiility of my leing accommodated. She
snggested, bowever, that her mother kept an hotel in another
pord of the town, and might, possibiy, be alile to aceommuodato ine.
So, thanking liev for the interest she had displayed in my affuirs,
which 1 would rearce bave trotribled wyself to do, cousidoring the
very stight nature of the ebligation, had she not been so excecll-
ingly preity, and committing my bapgage to her care, duving wmy
absence, 1 threw nn any pencho, and wading throngh the several
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inches of water which invariably Wlitinguishes a heavy shower in
this city, oventuatly discovered the house of Madam Mere, where
1 hiad the inecstimable good forlune to seenre a raom withonl a
window, and with the slight drawback of being oblized to share
it with three German merchant captains.  Nreessitas non habet,
&e., &o.—gvery one knows what necessity hasnot. So I trans.
ported my baggage lo this point, nud attemspted to imagine my-
solf perfectly contented, which, in truth, I found somewhat diffi-
eult, nnder the circwmstances,  There is a loneliness, as 1 expe-
rienced upon this occasion, in {he Jarge city, which I had never
folt, cither in mountain or pluin, each of which 1 regretled, ag T
found wnvself houseless mmong a crowd of strangervs, each of
whom had their domiciles, so that J had not even tho satisfaction
derived from companionship in wmisery. In the evening, how-
ever, malters brighteued nnd improved. At the tabls {’héte |
met an old acquaintance, and, afterward, our Consul, Charge des
Affaires, apd other countrymen, who wished to cxtend fo me
hospitality and civility. In liea of my uncomfortable quarters, o
wealthy countrymau who owned the best house in the eity, placed
its aceommudations at my disposal; and the gloomy prospects
which dimmed my first arrival, were specdily dispelled by kind-
neas reccived on every side.  Meeting, in the course of the even-
ing, with Captain Clarke, an American in command of a brig
about lo sail for Rio de Janciro, he kindly invited ms to tike
passage with him, an offer I gladly nccepted, and in four dags
from my arrival in Buenos Ayres, | had embarked and was on
my way to Brazil,




CHNAPTER XVIHI
BUENDS AYRES,

'I'nr eity of Buenos Ayres, tha eapital, and only important saa-
port of tha Avgentine Confrderation, has beea so frequently
deseribed by travellers and voyagers, that wmore than o passing
reference would be superflious in this place.

Its uppeacance is by no means imposing when viewed from a
distance, as its sita is tao level to display at all advantageously.
The strects, as usual in 8panish cities, are Inid out at right angles,
are of suflicicnt width, tolerably well paved, aad clean except
during the heavy rvaing, when its drainage is so defoctive that
many of them ave flooded with water. The most impartant are
appropriately named after the neighbouring Republics, as Callede
Chili, Bolivia, Peru, &o. The styla of architecture is tho Mo-
resco, resembling that found in JTavana and Vera Cruz.  Unlike
all tho cities of Brazil and Chili, its houses have flat terraced
roofs, to which the inbabitants resort in the mornings and even-
ings of the hot season. ITonses are found in tho principal streels
of two and three stories, although the greater number have but
one. There arc no chimneys, uwnd as the climate is quite cool
during tho winter, much discomfort is exporiensed by sli classes
from cold. Fven were tho houses provided with firo places, the
searcity and expensc of fuel would place it beyond the reach of
the great majority of the people, and hence, although the climate
is not sufliciently rigorous to pradwee much actual anffering, |
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have no doubt mara ineonvenionee is felt from cold tan m any
of the northern cities of our conntry,

The religioun architeclure is respectable, though nat remark-
able for its beanty or extent, whils the public edifices are generally
substantial and well adapted to their destination. A new palace
whicli ia heing built nunder the direction of Genaral Ross, is an
extrusive and well ennstructerd edifice, eovering a large space near
the centre of Lho city. Tlie port is notoriously exposed, and it
adapted far the purpnscs of commeree, the water heing so ahal-
low that Jarge vessels cannot anchor within six or eight miles of
the beach, while the cansting vessels Jie at pearly hatf that dis-
tanea, A small fHigate, or even o large slaop-of~war, when an-
chored ns near as practicable, are holl down from the city.

Thio shallowness of the water, and the {requent and vislent
Danperos whicle duing the winter interiupt communieation with
the shore, renders this city an extremely inappropriale locality for
a great commercial depiat, and the fact fhat its commerce
really so extensive, displaya the importance of the products of the
counlry, whicli have enabled ib to triumph over so many dis-
advantages.  Fhe landing an the beach is inconvenient, and con-
duoted somewhat ludicrously by means of small high-wheeled
earls, which drive through the shallow water to a point at which
tha boats can arrive. A boat with wany passengers is immedi-
ately purrounded by these carts, and the passenger is fortunate,
tf in tho emulation of their respective drivers, he be not as
thoroughly soused as if he had waded oun shore without availing
himaelf of fheir assistance.  Ile may, however, cseape tha mud
whieh abiounds In the greatest profusion along the beach. At tlho
time of my visit the road was filled with vessels awaiting cargocs
of hides and tallow, which the removal of the blockade had nade
nvailable as a supply for the deficiency felt in Ilurope and the
United Staies. 1t was on aceount of the numboer of vessels,
whoso captning generally lived on shors, that I was refused ad-
mittance rt the MHotel de Provence, and that [ was compelled to
share accommodations with the Duteh eaptains.




-

BIHANOS AYRES, 2735

The clatacter of the Government of Buenns Ayres and the
question of hostilities batween  the Argentine Republio and
Montevideo, ay connected with the English and Frenoh interven-
Hon, are subjocts which have attracted very general attention
thronghout America and Furope, and my sketeh will bo doubtless
considered incomplete without an exposition of what I deem to be
the facts of the case, and an expression of my opinion a3 Lo ils
merits.  Be it known, however, that { approach this subject not
withant fear aud trenbling, as conflicling teatimony makes it the
mnst dillienlt subiject to decide, while General Josns has in more
than one inslanen ghawn himsell so anneh alive to the influgnee of
the pross, that he resenls, oilicially, an honest expression of opin-
i on the part of any baveller whio may sommend upon his ad-
ministration, especially when such comments ave made by per-
sons holding an offieiai position, _

My means of inlovmation might, nwley ovdidary eivenmnstances,
be considered ample, having served in tho river La Plate in 1841
andd %17, having haed {requent apportunities of conversing with
pavtizans of both the Tuenos Ayrein and Moutevidoan Republios,
disinterested persons holding divers opinions, and having careluily
and Jaboriously studied the able articles which havo appeared
from thne to time in the Archive Americano, and Gaceta Mercan-
te, e ovgans of Rosas, and the Commercio del Plata, of Mon-
tevides, the expouent of the views and opinions af the antago-
nistic party. Notwithstanding so many mis-statemonts have been
mada by cach party, that it is the most difficult imaginable task
fo arrvive at the merits of the case, and 1 would fain aveid
the sibject, did I not decem it essential ag a terntination of my
skateb.

After the attainmnent of independence of Spain, lhe various
provinees, cxvepling Paraguay, formed o confodoration known in
the family of nations as the United I'rovinces, or the Argentino
Confedeyation, and for many years was governed by varions chicfs,
wha replaced each other in rapid suceession, in the same mannor
of which we have a happy exemplifieation in the neighboucing
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Republic of Mexien, The country might be considered ns_di-
vided intg twwo preat parties, known a9 Lratarinns, or Centrolrsis,
who wished to consolidate the (Gevernment after the manner of
the United Siates, and Uhe PFederalists, who wished the prr-
feet independenes of the provinces. The differenee wae, that
belween our own country, under the articles of Conlederalion,
and under our present Constitution.  The frequent insurrectiong
and chinnges of Government continnad with little intermission wn-
til April, 1835, when for the seeond fime (he was first inangu-
rated in 1828) the present Cavernor of Buenas Ayres obfained
the control,  CGeneral Bosas has baen feequently represented asa
guacka, or man of the people, whose talents and enterprise had
elovated Lim o his prosent position.  This is an ineorrect view,
as Rorag, althongh n Flaciendera, or owner of grazing {arms, had
every advantage which could be derived from edneation and from
nssocialion, as his family was one of the most distinguished in the
Provinee; his grandfather, ns has been heretofore mentioned,
having been the Spanish Vieeray of Chili.  1is wealth wag great,
and being exceeding shrewd and of a bold, daring disposition, and
one of the most skilful horsemen in South America, he acquired
great infleence among the gnaeling, whe, owing to the division of
parties and eliques in the principal cities, had becomo the most
influenlin} clags. A successful campaign against the Pampa In-
dians, brought about lis cleotion in 1828 as Gavernor of the
Province of Buenns Ayrea.  Subsequent civil commotions caused
bim ta be reealled to the Governorship, which, however, he refused
to aceept, until he was endowed with such powers as would ena-
ble him to crush any attempt at rebellion against his authority.
This was finally couceded, and Rosas inaugurated for the secand
time, in 1835, sinco which timo he has governed not only the
Provineo of which he is really the Qovernor, but the entire Ar-
gentino Canfereration, with a rigidity never exeelled, if over
equalled, by the Spanish Vicerays. Neither has his admivistra-
tion been undistinguisbed by barbzrities, for which even his most
ardent admirers eannot but hold him responsiblo, as if they wero
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not dene by Lis ovder, they might bave been preventod had ho
exerted the power which hie certainly wicldod.  In Buenos Agros,
some distinguished citizens who were inimical to him wero assas-
sinated, while at a later periad aune of his wost vielent and talent-
ed opponents, the editor of tha Commercio del Dllata, of Moate-
video, was removed in the same manner, A question arose with
Bolivia, in whiel: the ninister of that repeblie; having shown a
disposition to thwart the Dictatny, was soon after found stabbed
in the streots, with all his money and valuables on his person. In
a city where the police, publis aud scoret, is very numerons, and
in & high degree vigilant, these assassinations are, lo say the lest,
singular coincidences, and the fact that tho perpetrators wero
nover diseovered, gave a eertain degres of plausibility to tha sus-
picions which they excited.  Those who believe that Napoleon sac-
riflced Pichegrue, and Licut. Wright of the R. N., in prison, will
find it difficult to avoid falling into the opivion expressed by the
encmies of the Dietator.  The year 1836 was distinguished by
the blockade of Bucnoes Ayres, enforced by the French on ae-
count of some supposed ageressions upon tha vights of their eiti-
gens, #nd by the civil war in Busnos Ayres, which branght the
power of Hosas nearly te an end, as Lavalle, the leader of the
Unitariaus, Hien the most numerous party, with an imposing
force, advaunced to withia 2 few miles of Buenos Ayres. Pre-
vious to this misunderstanding with the French, Rivers had boen
President of Montevideo, but OQribe having been clected to £i
the excculive ehair, the foriner took command of the army, Tl
the I'rench, who were preparing for hostile operations against
Buenosg Ayres, the eity of Montovideo as a depédt, and the eo-
eperation of the people, was very desirable, and they accordingly
endeavoured to make & treaty with Ovibe to sceurce him to their
interests. T this attemptb they failed at the time, owing to the
Toyalty of Ovibe to his {riend, bub the commercial rivalry which
for many years had cxisted betwoan these two outlets to the com-
nieres of the plaing, aided probably by French influcnee, and the
desire of the Jate President te regain his power, soon cifected
13



278 CHILI ARD THE ARGENTINE PROVINCES,

what was desired.  (hibe was deposed, and hostilities com-
wepced against DBuenos Ayres, Iy an altempt of Rivera lo co-
operato witl Laavlle, by marcling an army toward the Argentine
territory, by way of Jntre Riva.  These hostilities on the part of
Montevideo, are attribnlable, in a high dearee, to the influence
of the Buenes Ayrian refugees, who, drivenr from their country
Iy Rosag, had senphit safely from kis peeseendion in that Bepul-
lie, whure they bad donotnced his erucltica in sneh unmeasured
Lernig, that he was eonsidered by bis new apponenis ag an encmy
1o the hsman roce, and a erweade against him in the hight of a
relisious duty,  Oribe, upen hiz deposition, having taken refuge
on bamd ane ef our vessdls of war, petirell o Buenos Ayies,
where he was kindly received by Ilosas, and placed in command
of kis forces employed against Lavalle, who was eventually defeat-
ed and ghot, either in cold Moud or while attempling to eseape
fromr hiz pursucra.

Tho organization of the Unilarian pariy in Burnos Ayres hav-
ing been destroyed, nad peace having been established with the
French, who appear not to have wade dus provision for their
weskoer allics, Hosas considered himself enabled to pmish the
hostile dixpositionr shown by the Montevideahs, and commenced
operations hy sending an army into that Republic under the com-
mand of Oribo, the deposed President, blockading at tho same
time the port of Montevideo, with a small squadvon.  Rivera
took the ficld against this ineasion, in 1841, while strenuous
effur 18 were dirccted by Commedore Coe, an Ameriean in iho
gervica of Montevideo, (o cquip a flect to raise the blockade.

I wilnessed the eomnrencement of the hactile aperations on
thoe river, which were opened Ly a genersl battle between the
two flutillas, consisting of nine il of small vessels, immedintely
in front of Mentevideo, and which terminated, in the courss of
tho year, with the total annihilation ef the defensive squadron,
and the disbanding of its oficors and men,  The resonrees of
Mentevideo wera unequal to anaval war, especially as their aniag-
uhists lied already a di-posable naval foree, which, taking the in-
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itintive by a close blockade, prevented them from oblaining
vessels or warlike munitions from abroasd.

In Deconber, 1842, Wivera having beon driven from the fleld,
the siege of Montevideo, which has not yet lerminated, was ¢om-
menced by Oribe, whose flag bas been constantly within sight of
the inhabitants.

Besieged by land, and blackaded by sea, tho commerce of the
Llawede Oricwtal was paralyzed, to the detriment and ruinwof the
foreign as well as the native merchants.  The former asked, on
the part of their respeefive goveruments, an intervention in tho
alliirs of the two republics, in order to end a war, which, whilo
uiferly ruinous to thawm, eould, eventually, lead to no beneficial
resiults,

Brazil, pevfeetly alive to the danger of allowing the influsuco
of 1losas lo eress the L Plata, took the initiative in & nepotiz-
tion, whose object was ta Liring abont an avmed intorvention by
Fyance and Bngland; but, perhaps, foaring the result of a war
which might dismember the Minpire in the then disturbed state
of o southern provinee of Rio Graunde, took no astive part in
the subsciuent cveats, in which, however, their ipterests and
sympathics were identical with those of the Montevideans. A
the two combined naval powers could nat obtain the terma which
they demanded from Buenos Ayres, they seat a forco to nssist in
tho defence of Montevideo, and commenced hostile operations by
the eaptara of the island of Martin Garein, which commands
tho entranee of the upper waters of Ta Plata, and aceompanicd
by a large convey of merchanbmen, foreed a passago up tho
Parana, ihe navigation of whieh had been obstinately rofused by
Rosas. This incursion led to the battlo with the batteries at
ODblizado, which were nbandoned by the Buenos Ayreans nfter a
creditable—(heroic is tho Bucnos Ayrean borm)——resistanco. The
greater portion, if wot all the Buenns Ayrean squadrom, which
was utterly Jasignificant, when comparel with that of cither of
their gigantic untagounists, had becn captured even before tho
ascent of the Parana.
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The Englich, whose signal defeats upon the occasion of an
attack upan Buenos Ajyres in 1806, and another in 1807, did not
encourage them to sttempt Jand operations, soon beeame luke-
warm in Lho cansa of the inbervention, and after a protiacteni and
unsalisfactory negotiation with France and the Government of
Iosas, removed Lheir blockading squadron in 1817, and their
garrison from Montevideo in the sneceeding year, ab which time
their anned jntervention, whichi had been for some tima previous,
merely nominal, ended, and their suspended commercial relations
with Buenos Ayrea were practically renewed.

The Jrench raized their Blackade abont the end of the year
1848, when his famaug inlervenlion, which promised, at its com-
niencemenl, to exercise a powerful and lasting influence on South
American politics, terminated in a manner ulterly disgraceful to
Lhe political and militny character of these two nations, who not
only did nol nitain a single avowed ohject for which they had
interfercd, but appeared too happy in being permitted to recede
silently and ungracefully from the lofty position which they had

at first assumed. ‘This interference in o contest between iwo

independent states was formed into a powerfui political eapital by
the astule Dictator of Buenos Ayres, and his able, though scr-
vile erowd of writers, who, while railing at ihe lawlessness of an
European intervention in the affuirs of the two countries, appear
to have tresied, that every one aise wigiit remuiu ignorant of the
fuct, that the avawed object of the war waged by Juenos Ayres
against Montevideo was (o reinstate at the head of the govern-
ment his partizan, Oribo, who had been deposed and ejocted by
the peaple ; whose ariginal term, for which he had boen alected,
had long since expired, end who, meanwhile, had borne arms in
tha servieo of their enomien, against themsolves and their nhics.
Tho Ulockade of Montevideo, as it has vever merited tho
namie of a sirge, in the wililary signification of the word, stiii
coniinues. To the inhabitants, the present state of affairg has
bacome a malter of custom, while their enemies have turned
their eantonments into a city which is beginniog to rival Monte-

-
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video. The party of Oribe have also a port of entry mear the
city, to which commerce hag been mensurably diverted, and
tirough which the limited products of the country sre prineipally
exported.

This, in a fow words, is the history of the hestilities which.
have so long injured the prosperity of the republics of the La
Plata, as 1 understand it, and which gave rise to the famous
intervention of the Dnglish and French, which powerful uations,
like the French king of yore,

 Marcched up a hill and then marched down again ;!

having been outwitted by the diplomacy and by the sturdy obsti-
nacy of the so-ealled (iuache Governor of Buenos Ayres.

There has been, also, since the death of Francia, o guasi war
with Parnguay, which vepublie Rosas insists upon as an integral
portion of the Argentine Confederation, an honour to which the
ruters and people do not aspive, and having an army of 2ome twenty
or 25,000 mcn, insist upon their independence. The argument
of the Paraguayans is, in my opinion, uaanswerable, although it
has been obscared by the sophistrics of Rosns, and the able
writers in his sevvice. After the independence of the colonics, 4
Congress was held, which former Wie confederation koown ag the
United I'rovinces. To ihis Congress Paraguay sent no depaties,
preferring her indepeudence, which she bas done up to the pre-
sent timo, carrying it, during the Dictatorslip of Dr. Francia, to
» systom  of entire isolation, unheard of proviously among
nations, and cqualling that now practised in Japan. These facts’
prove that Paraguay, after throwing off tho Spapish yoke, bad
de facto, preserved her cntire independensce, and scoondly, that
sho nover yas nonember of 1he United Provinees, now known as
the Argentine Confederation. A ¢lalm which Roses hus set up
that Paraguay must be & member of the Confederation, because
Buenos Ayres assisted in the achicvement of her independevce, is
ubterly futile. The provinces were ab war with Spain, and mado
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Gommon eause against a eommon cnemy ; and any mililary ope-
rations which diverted or weakened the power of the mother
country, was alike advantagecus to cach and all.  On the smne
principle, Buenos Ayres might claim the Chilian territary, which
Ltheir forees under San Martin aided in wresling from the Span-
jnrds, while the Columbiany and Chilians might substantiate a
likn claim npon Peru.

A caso romowhal gimilar ta the velative positions of Paraguny
and the Pravinees of the Confederation, was presented in our
awn country after the general adoption of the present Federal
Constitution. By an inberent provision in that instrument, a
mnjority of {wo-thirds of the sintes were required to give 3t
validity. This majority immediately concwrred, but the assent
of lwa states, Rbode Jaland and North Caroliua, was for rome
{ime withheld. Until their aceession, they were considored as
forciga and independent Stutes, and o offorts were made lo
eocreo them, heeause the remaining eleven stales Liad contributed
largely to their independence.

Anatlier question of much general importance lins been moot-
ed, during and previous to the Ilurapean interventioe in the
aflairs of the Ia Plata republies, and onc in which all nations are
more ar less interested, and the Empire of Thrazil in an especial
manner.  This, in relation to the right to the free navigation of
Ihe river Paraguny and its tributaries, which Rosas, holding as
has been already suzgested, the key, by the possession of the for-
tified island of Martin Garein, has refused to concede te forcign
flaga. T'hat nations have a perfeet right to preclude foreigners
froin & participation in their internal navigation, and their
consling trade, has never been disputed, but when more than
ono nation has lerritory upon the banks of tho samo river,
{he case is cotirely different.  Each nation whose territorica bor-
der upon it, have an undoubted right to the use of what ancien
{Roman) writers on public law bave appropriately considered a3
¥ gomman property.”

Modern writers have termed this an fmperfeot right in its gen~
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eral neeoptalion, but no onc with whom 1 have mot denies the
actual existence of the richt in a ease similar to that of Brail.
The Roman writers declwed rivers to be publie property, and
that the neerssary nse of the banks was incident to that of the
water. * Public jurists apply this principle of tho Reman civil
law, to the same ease hetween nations,¥*  Phe right te the navi-
gation of the Seheldb wasin 1643 renounced by the Relgic Pro-
winces in favor of the Thateh. I this, as wag in anotlier instanca
urgail Dy the Tatter, bath parlies were prabably influenced by the
faet that the navization was in great part artificial, the river Lay-
ing been diked and made navigalblz by ITuII.’mders. By e
teeaty of Vienna in 1815, the ennunercinl unavigation of risers
Alowing through, or bounding diflwent siates, was declared froo
their entive conese, subj-ct only to an wniforin system of polico
regulationg,  The rivers thus opaned wera the Ibhine, Scheldt,
Neckar, Mayne, Menss, Mosciie, Kibe, Yistola, and Po.

An, Imwu’rr Rosas h ag pretended bo sustain Ameriean prinei-
ples, and American policy, ths detenmination of our owa govern-
ment upon vhe oceasion of the diseassion of a gimilar question,
eannot but be instructive and uscful, especially as the natural po-
sition of the United Stales was nearly identical with that of DBrazil
in the question involving the navigation of the Paraguay, and {reo
egross {or her fluriatile commerce,

The United States, while subject to Great Britain, were sceared .
in the free navigation of the river Mississippi, by the treaty of
1763, bebween Irance, Spain, and the mother country, and sab-
scquently, after the achievement of their indepemlenes, by the
treaty of Parig, 1783, Spain having afterward obtained possession
of both banks of that river at its moutl, ard o considerable dis-
tanco abiove, elnimed the exclusive navigaiion, which was stoully
resisted by the government of he United States.  The question
was finally adjusted by the troaty of 1795, i the following
words,

“ Article 4~~And his Catholic Majsty hae likewhse azreed

¥ Wheaton, Law of Rativnry page 263,
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that the navigation of the said river (Mississippi,) in its whole
breadih, from ita source lo the oc¢ean, shall be free only to iy
subjocts, nnd the citizens of the United Statos, unlesa he shoulil
cxtend (his privilege to the sulijects of others powers by special
convention.

“ Articde 22,—And in consequence of the stipulations con-
tained in the 4th Avticle, his Catholic Majasty will permit the
citizens of the United States for the space of three years from
(his time, to deposil their merchandize and eflects in the port of
New Orleans, and to export them e thenee, without paying
sny otlier duty than a fair prico for the Lire of storea.  And
bis Majesty prourises cither to continue this permission, if he
finda, during that time, that it is not prejudicial to the interests
of Spuin, or if hie should not agree 1o continne it, then be wiil
essign Lo them, an another part of the banks of the Mississippi,
an cquivalent establisloment.”

In 1R03 it camoe (o the knowledge of tha government of e
United States that the Governor of New Orvleans had withdrawn
the right of deposit, upon which a serics of resolutions were in-
{rodaced ivlo the United States Senate, which may be consid-
ored o fuir representation of Amemican scentiment upon this
sebject.

Resclutions of Alr. Ross, read by the Vice-President of the
United Stales, in the Senate, on the 23d of February, 1803.

1. Resolred, That the United States have an indisputable
righ¢ to the free navigation of the river Mississippi, and to s
convenient place of deposit for their produce and merchandise in
the island of New Oirleans,

“2 That the late infraction of such, their unquoestionable
right, is an apgression hostilo to their honour and interest.

# 3. That it does not consist with tha dignity or saloty of this
Union, to hold a vight so important by a tenure 84 uncertain,

*“4. That it malerially concerns such of the American citi-
zens nd dwell on the western waters, and is easential to the union,
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strongth, and prospority of theso siates, that they obtain complete
security for the full and peaceable enjoyment of such, their nbso-
lute right. :

“5. That the president be authorized to take immediate
possession of such place, or places, in the said island, or the ad-
jacent territories, as he suay deewm it and convenieut for the pur-
poses aforesaid, nad to adopt such other measures for obtaio-
ing that complote seenrity ag to him in wisdom shall seem
aneet.

8. That ke be authovized to eall idle actual service any
number of the militia of the states of South Carolina, Georgia,
Ghio, Weatucky, Tennessca, or the Mississippi Territory, which
he may think proper, not exeecding fitty thousand, and to employ
them tagether with tho military and naval forces of the Union for
effecting the objeets above mentioned.

“7. That the sum of five millious of dollars be appropriated
to carrying into effect the foregoing resolutions; and that the
whole, or any part of that sum bo paid, or applied, on warrants
drawn in pursuance of such dircetions, as the president may from
Lime to time thiok proper to give to the Secretary of tho Tren-
sury.”’

These resolutions were most ably debated until the 28th of
¥ebruary, when they were rejected by a vote of fifteen to twelve,
and 2 resolution unauimensly carried that the President shiould be
suthorized, when he deemed it expediont, “ to eall out, arm, and
equip, according to law, and to hold in readiness to march at a
moment’s warning, ean army of 80,000 militia, and thnt au un-
gpecified sum be appropriated to carry out the forogoing purposes
during the recess of Congress, and thal money bo considercd as
appropriated to cuable the prosident to establish ons or moro
aracnals on our wesiern waters.”

If these resolulions, as proposed, and as finally carried, without
a disscoting voice, be not cousidered sufliciently indicative of the
American feeling upon thismooted question, the foreible arguments

13*
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of ono of the oratars, (Mr. White of Delaware,) may perhaps
tore fully exomplily it.

" You had {zaid that gentleman) as well attempt to dam up
the mouth of the Mississippi, and say to its restless waves, ye
shall cease here, and never mingle with the eccan, as o expect
that they (the Western poople) will be prevented from descend-
ing it.  Without the free use of the river, and the necessary ad-
vantages of a dapozit below our line, their countey is not worth

possessing ; their produce must ho wasted in tie fickls or rot in
theiv granaries. * *  These are rights nol only guaranteed
them by troaty, bul given (o them hy the God of Nature, and
they will enforce them with, or without the authority of the Goy-
ernment.”

In relation o thiy discussion, thie ablest modern commentator
on public law remaiks, that the claim of the United States was
“rested by the Awmerican governnient on the sentiment wrilten
in deep characlers on the heart of man, that the ocean ia free to
all men, and its rivers to all their inhabitants.  This natural right
wag found Lo be universally acknowledzed and protected in all
tracts of country united under the same politieal rociely, by laying
navigable vivers open to all their inhabitants.  When these rivers
cutor the limits of another society, if the vight of the upper
inhabitants to desoend the stream was in any casc obatructed, it
was nn act of forco by a stronger sociely against a weaker, con-
demned by the judgment of mankind, 7*

In the instance just cited, an appeal to arms, to support the
patural rights of our ciiizang, by the United States, did not be-
coma nocossary, ad the deposit was immediately restored, and
the final purchase of the teriitory of Louisiana from Irance,
into whose handa it had fallen through the mulationsof the times,
has et the question forever ab rest, so far .ns the Mississippi is
concerned.

A bricf inspection of the map of Seuth America, will explain
the views which I have taken, and will elncidate the perfeet right

* Wheaton an thie Law of Nations, page 240,
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of Brazil, possessing vast and fertile tevritorier upon tho Parana
and the upper and navigable lranches of the Paraguny, to a fred
outlet to the occan throuzh the La Uhata,  Without it, these rich
ands are alinost valuelesz, owlng to the distance from the sea, lo
altain which, a Iand journey of nearly four months i3 required,
and the ennrmous expense attending laud transportation through
an uninhabited country, intersected only by mule paths.

The geographer nnd ecanmuist would donblless have expectod
that a free aned eheap iransit to the pesawinust have bean secured
prioe to the establishment of (he towns and cities found in the
Uydrographic basin of the Parazuay.  Suchisnot tho case. Thess
towns, as (nyaba, the eapital of Matte Grosse, were catablished
al an early perind in {hs eobanial history of Brazil, in the vieinity
of pold washings focally ax produchive as those recenlly found in
California.  Goll and danonds would easily remuonerate fur
even a terdiows lamd transportation, bk now the washings heviog
beeame nnproduetive, these ferlile frontior posts find thomaclvas
completely isobeted frone the g and tha remaiador of the empire,
without exehangeable pradoctinns,

Julging fram my own exprrience, atlained while {ravelling in
Beazil i 1813 and 218, el by the informadion obtainod from
parsons wha have visited these regions, T have no doubt that
with a free outlet, they wauld spzedily bocome tho richest portion
of the interior of the empive. A Fluviatile syuadron is now
stationed by ths heperinl Govermnent in the wators of the Upper
Paraguay, a3 a cheek ngainst tire Indinns and Boliviang, who havo
made some eneroachnents in that dircetion. But even this national
foree is not allowed to puss through the La Plata, and theic hay-
ing descended a3 far as Agsumption in 1517, was made a sulijact
matter of complaing by the petulant and azgressive governmeat
of Bucnos Ayres. “T'he right of cgress to Paraguay i3 equally
good as that of Brazil.  Bolivin has also clatmed it with justice,
I cannat lint think, althongh hae case is nob 53 cloar as that of
the two conntries alrcady specifiod.

I hawer boer thas explicit in treating npon Whis snbj ot as muel
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obscurity has heen thrown upon a miatter perfectly cloar and in-
tontestible, by the voluminous and sophistical writers of Rosas;
end a4 he pretends to have placed himself at the head of a pasty
purely Amecriean in its priociples, T am most happy to place
before any of his partizans, who iy meet this sketeh, a brief ae-
count of what har been (he action taken in a similac case by the
groatest nation of the new world, and which wust of necessily
take the lead of any so termed coniinental party,  The events of
the Iast fow years have proved too elearly haw {ittle would be, at
the present day, respeeted hy onr countrynmien, a pretension simi-
Ine to that set np by the Governer of Bucnos Ayres.

Gavenement.——Allusion has already baen made o the oxist-
ence of Lo distinet political puties in Buenos Ayres, the Unita-
rian or Central, and the Federal.  The former parly is consider-
ed the most intelligent and hberal, and is eomposed of the edu-
ented inhabitasts of the citics, while the lalter ia composcl prin-
cipally of ionorant guachos, of whom [Rosas may he considered
ihe leader, but not the representative. It is not, however, be-
eause this chicftain had nny objeetioms to conlralizing the powers
of the governmoent, that he is nel in name s Centralist, but bo-
cause he availed himself, as nol unfeeeprently ocenrs in representa-
tive states, of the name and physieal fovee of the opposiug party
to attain power and influcnce.

In vegnrd to the division of papulation inte political partics,
there is an antagonisin in the position of things in the two republics
of Buenas Ayres and Montevideo, which tends t6 clucidate the
absenee of a general principle in the actians of the government
of the former. Oribe v, or was in Montevideo, the organ of
the Conservative parly, while Rlivers represented the masses i yet
Rosas himeelf, elevated by the power of the latter, has waged a
tedious and cruel war to destroy in a neighbonring country the in-
fluence of the very paity, to which, in Buenos Ayres, he owed
bis own clevation.

In 1841, by the defeat of Lavalle, the Unitavian party wag
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virtually destroyed, and its principal members vow wander in
foreizn countries, to which they have been driven by the power
of the Dietator.  In lien of the badge of that party, nothing ia now
scen in Buenos Ayres but red waisteoats, red hat bands, and de-
vices of the Rosista party. It must not, however, be imagined that
this unanimity in reality exists. Itis far from being the case,
and tha uaifoermity W device and emblem is 2 malier of atern
nceessity.  Dlany stovies are told of the eruelty and outrage by
which the wearing of this badge was enforced by a club of ruf-
fians, who, in 1810 aud 1841, intimidated the oppressed people of
that nufortunate eity.  Severe corporal ponishment in tho street,
way the result of appearing without the device, and from this
punishment even women were nob exempt.  In 1841, U met in-
Montevideo, n beautiful and accomplished girl about cighteen
yemws old, who was said to have been whipped with a leather
thong on the bare back, by soine members of this atroeisus club,
for appoaring in the street without a red ribbon in ber hair, That
Rosas controlled and direcicd this elub of rulfians, is asserted not
only by his evomies ; that he eould have suppressed it at any mo-
ment, no nnprejudiced person, sequainted with the pewer which
he hag ot all times wielded since his acesssion, ean possibly doubt.
Thal he is cruel and stern beyond precedent in modern times, or
that ke is the tool mud representative of n maost savage and bac-
buarous constituency there can be no question.

There is truth in some, il not all the imputations against bim,
and we ave little disposcd to be Incredulous, when crimes and
acts of tyranny awd oppresston are charged uwpon a roler, who
obliges his subjects to wear a uniformm to mwark their adherenco
to Lis party 3 who obliges men without distinction of class to
wear red vests, hat-bands, and red ribbons in their button-holes,
with the inseription, * Iuzzah for the Argentine Confederation :

i Death to the savage, ruthizss Unitarians ;3 obliges women to

wear ribbons of the same color in their bair, or head-dresses, and
who sanctioned the shooting a preguaut woman for adultery, not-
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.ﬁviﬁllstﬁnding all efforts which were made to obtain roprieve when
patdon had been refused.

In addition to these barbavisms, whick disgrace the century in
which they are chronicled, the sentries of Rosus, in pagsing the
witch-word, on their posts, duriug the French blockade in 1838,
ndded, “ Deatl to the French and Admiral Te Blane” All
official documents, correspondence, and newspaper advertise-
inonts are premised by an annthema wpon the unfortunate Unita-
vians. . For exawmple, rooms to let are thus advertised—* Fiva
Io Confederacion Argeniina AMueran los Salvages Unitarios.
Rooms to let, Calle -~—— Na. 18.7 We can pity the extremes
into which the creatures of the first French rovolution, them-
selves the instruments and vietims, werce led by the iwpulses of
popular frenzy ; but when despotism is driven to such shifts as
those entumerated, it is sufficient cvidence of the barbarism of
either the ruler or the ruled.

The people of the 'rovinces I {found favariably eivil and kind
and cansot bub consider this anomaly of the times, as a part and
portion of the system of terror and charlatantism which lias dis-
tguished this government.

The Unitarian party being, as T have already mentioned, vir-
tually cxtinet, and thair system erushed, we have to treal only of
that established by Rosas, by courtesy tormed the federal.

The Argentine Confederation, as now constituted, consists of
thivtecn Provinces, each nominally governed by a Provineial As-
sembly, and a Governor clected by the people.  Of this confedera-
tion Buenos Ayres is a constituent part, and according to the con-
stitution of tle government, hias no control over the iuternal ailairs
of the remaining provinces, which are deemed entirely independent.
In theory, therefore, the Argoutine Confederation is essentially Ie-
deral ; hat between the theory and practice, there is 2 marked and
- eurjous dilference. By some undarstanding, ratller implicd than

expressed, as T understand it, Rosas has been encharged with the
exteridr relations of the Confederation ; and upon the strength of
this pesition, he not only conducts withont nuestion or responsilility
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the exlernal intercourse, but rules the federal and tndependefit pf;&-
vinees with a rigidity, which is equalled by no other tigderh def!
potism. 1t would be amusing to observe the difforencé bétiweén
the professions of the Government of Bucnos Ayres, which hi§s
deceived so many foreigners, and the facls as they really exist,
were it not a melancholy spectacle to see a nation so perfecily
subnaissive to the illegal exactions of one man in possessidn of &
physteal and moral force of which he has at no time shown an
indisposition to avail himself, The desecadants of the Spaniardd
in America, are generally factions and revolutionary ; but in thé
Argentine Provinces their spivit scoms utterly crushed by oppres:
sion ; and that liberty, in whose name wero in former times cotti+
mlttcd so many outrages fu this beautiful land, they ddis #o
longer invoke, cven in thoir prayers, fearful that the spirits of tha
air, may translate it to the jealous cars of their sberd rulers.
In acoordance with the theory of the federnl constitulion, ali
the states of (e confederation possess equal vights, while' theld
rulers possess equal power and dignity. That this iy not thd
cage s proved by all the official acts of Rosus. As the inhabit-
ants of alt the provinces eonsume foreign produets, they pay, of
course, & duty proportionable to the amount conswned, and their
govevnments are catitled to o just proportion of such duties td
conlribute to their support. In the face of this self-evidens
priociple, the Buegos Ayrean gavernment appropriabes to its owd
use all the dutics received through this, the only commeréial pdtf
of the confederation. So far, therefore, a8 commeree 19 coﬂchrriéﬂ,
they are independent states cut off from the sea-hoard by %
forcign power. Qo the othor iand cach province must sdppétt
its government from resources within itself, which accoutits far
the transit dubies so rninous to commeree, which aré levied on
merchandige in passing fron one o the other.  To pretend thil
the provinces ngree fo this arrangement, is like the adsumption
that all the people of Buenos Ayres, many of whotr even now
lamont slain nod exiled kindred, nro all admirers of Rosas and
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hig. poliey, because they wear red vesis and the diviss. They
have the knife at their throats, and cannot help themselves.

" The Buenos Ayrean government appears to believe that bloody
snathemas against the Unitariaus has also chained the spirit of
investigation among all people, and that the sophistries of which
it avails itself to convince the ignorant brute power, which js the
machinery by which they eontrol, and the servile erowd who
have been persecuted iato an involunary submission, will be con-
sidered equally valid amovg foreiguers. Al the diplomatic cor-
respondence in which the government appears advantageously
is carefully published in the Spanish, English and French lan-
guages, and most assiduously pramoted. The message of Rosas, in
Hinglish, was presented to me in Santiago, during my stay, by an
allmirer or agent of the Dictator, who appeared to have a large
supply of similar documents.

I regret exceedingly that now, having arrived at this point of
my sketeh, I shonld not be able tnlay my hands upon this curiouns
paper in order to compare contradictory statements on its face,
and enable the rcader to appreeiate the foree of my assertion,
“out of thine own mouth do I condemn thee.”

In one partion of the message the Governor congratulaies the
representatives upon the utter extinction of the Unitarians, whose
remnants ave lingering out a miserable existence ju foreign coun-
tries.® And afterward, in referring to dissatisfaction in some of
the Provinees, he attributes it to the inteigues of the ¢ ruthless
Unifarians.”  Alluding to a revolution in Mendoza, he informs
the representatives of Bucnos Ayres that he had disapproved the
conduct of the Governor of San Luis, for not sending troops to
the ngsistance of the Governor of that Provioce, and approved
that of San Juan, which did so. And again, upon the occasion of
an attempted revolution in San Luis, the Governor of Mendoza
received a similar reprimand. Rosas had determined fo destroy
the organization of the Society of Jesus, and did in effect banish

* It will be recollected, that quoting from memory, T do not pretend 1o
give the exact wordg, but only the sense of the points to which I refer.
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them from Bucnos Ayres. Two refived to Cordovs, wh:erc:,_:f}h_e
influence of Rosas followed them, and a document reached the
Government, suggesting in that impressive manner which sharbe-
terizes aa arbitrary authority, that thoy should be banished. The
latter submissively veplied, that ib was its desice to nnticipats the
wishes of the Governmant of Busnos Ayres, and that measures
had already been taken, and the Jesuit fathers had seculavized § and
that boing old men, it was hopsd that the action already taken
would be deomed sufficient in the premises. It did not prove 8o,
and this he was informed by the Minister of Woreign Affairg of
Rosas—ior, be it known, he never condescends to correspond
direetly with his fellow Governors—-and in reply, His Bxcellency
of Cordova, with numerous protestations, assures the D_icta.i;_oi*
that the superannuated Jesuitshad been banished from his Provines
and from the tzrritories of the Confederation. ).

I mention theso incidents in the message from reeollectidn, and
merely to show the difference which c¢xists between the pr nfessw?&s-'
and the nacts of the Governor of Buenos Ayres,

The ecivility extended to foreigners in Buenos Ayres, espccnl]y
those holding oflicial positions, has blinded too many of them to
the faolts and weaknesses of Rosas’ Government.  Many, too;
while acknowledging that it is an wamitigated despotism, contend
that the people being naturally factious, require a severe ruler.
This argument I will nob attempb fo refute. T'be experience of
the Scuth American Republics, with the exception of Chili; hag
been most unfortunate, and others can decide for themdelved
whether the freedom from absolute anarchy is compensated by the
rale of a single tyrant, whose personal views have brought about
o continual state of wavr, which in a high degres retmds the de-'
velopment of the resources of the aounlry. S

In regard to the war with Montevideo, Rosas is doubtleds in<
flucnced by a desile for the advancement of his own counbry, 23
well ag by a desive for the seourity of his own lifs and position,
which depends upon his retaining the prestige and physical powet
which accompanies sovereignty. The rival city of La Plata i
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the natural and convenient ottlet of the products of the Pam-
pas; and ils prosperity 18 coterminous with thic retardation of
Buenos Ayres. A vivalry has for this reason always existed be-
tween them, I’ossession of that city would be less advantageons
to Rosas thau to blocksde cither by land or sea ; wlereas the ex-
istence of war betwoen the two republics affords hiin a wvalid
excuse for keeping on foot an army of-some fen thousand wmen,
available to support his authority ‘wﬂ.mqt the attempts of his nu-
mereus infernal enemies.

Of Rosas I know nothing pcrsonally' but his aets prove hun
in o ligh degree astube and cunning, whlle hig obstinacy and
power of endurance is wanderful.

Of his prlvate character little can bo known, owing to his gen-

“eral habits of seelusion ; but i would appear that ameng his ad-
herents, and even in the presence of forcignors, he is familiar and
playfuly even to buffooncry, and delights in playing ludicrous
tricks upon his guests and confidants, It is also equally cortain
that this buffoonery, which appeavs ill placed and undjgnified fn a
person of hiz age, to say vothing of his cxalted pesition, fre-
quently masks deep-laid and important designs.  In brief, it is
my opinion that while his eaveer has been o mixture of eruclty,
outrage, charlatanry and impasture, he i onc of the most, per-
haps the most remarkable man of his age.

In what T have written, T am far from being actuated by a
gpirit of pique or personal hostility.

Rosas I have never scen, while from many of bis employées I
received kindness and attention, of which T have a most grateful
remembrance. . Yct this fact I do not cousider a reason, why in
pretending to write a sketeh of a country, T should gloss over or
suppress the faults of administration and imposture which are
presented to the world, and are consequently liable to eriticism.

Too: much delicacy has been alveady shown by travellers and
others towards this Goverument, which employs numcrous and
able writers in almost every country to denonuce its enemies and
laud its own measuies; and T believe that those who wish correct



BUENOS AYRES. - B

information, will consider that little. forbearance in eriticist i
merited by a Govgrnmcnt whose official acts go forth mth the

anathema,

CDEATIT TO THE SAVACE Untranians 10 *

* The abova Chapter was wrilten when Rozas was In the zenith of lig
prosperity. ’ :

He has sinee fallen, and apinions relative to his conduet and sdministration
may be featlessly expressed, yet 1 feel disinclined to ndd 1o what has been
already wrillen. )

Any deficieney which may be felt will doubtless soon be supplied, as there
will be no wani of writers fo assail {he dead Lion,



[
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ERRATA,

Page 14, line 15, for ** they” read “he.”?

Page 47, line 4, for * Valdina® read ¥ Valdivia.”?
Page 80, line 27, for “ erecle” read * creole??
Page 91, line 24, commn ()} for colon. {3

Page 102, line 17, for * these’” read * thair?
Pags 107, line 33, for ¥ Boliva” read ** Balivia.?
Page 113, line 2, for * Danvin®’ read “ Darwin ¥V
Page 190, line 25, for ¥ of,” read “ for.”

Page 206, line 9, for  pasco,”? tead * pasea?
Page 222, line 9, for “ seveuons,” read revenons,?
Page 224, line 27, for * was” read * were,”
Page 258, line 25, for © Mono” raad * Moro.”






